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Overview
GVEA's mission is to provide safe, reliable and affordable electric service. We strive
to accomplish this mission while providing our members with superior service and
using sustainable practices. Vegetation management, frequently referred to as right
of way maintenance, is one of the ways we execute our mission. ROW clearing is a
critical component in providing safe and reliable electric service. When combined
with other proactive measures and programs to maintain our lines, equipment and
electric system, the ROW clearing program ensures uninterrupted electric service for
GVEA members.
This ROW management plan includes:
Objectives for clearing
Clearing challenges
What is cleared
Notifying members of clearing activities
Hazard Trees
Frequently asked questions
Guidelines for planting and landscaping
Contact information for ROW
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Objectives For clearing
Clearing helps guarantee safe and reliable power for both our members and our
employees. A clear ROW significantly reduces the number and duration of power
outages while allowing our crews quick and easy access to power lines to identify
outage causes and make necessary repairs.
ROW clearing priorities:
Prevent Vegetation from contacting lines; fall in and grow in.
Maintain access for maintenance and repair of lines.
Keep lines of sight clear so outages and issues can be found easily and quickly.
The GVEA ROW Maintenance Program aims to:
Provide safe working conditions for GVEA employees.
Ensure safe, reliable and affordable electric service.
Consider costs associated with clearing and the impact on our members.
Support arboricultural practices to provide healthy trees.
Effectively communicate with members about ROW clearing to ensure safety and
satisfaction.
Balance rights and responsibilities of property owners and GVEA.
Respond to member concerns and disputes in a timely manner.
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ROW Safety
The safety of our crews and our members is our #1 priority
and there are a few steps you can take to ensure a safe
clearing season for everyone:
Stay 300 feet away from clearing machines - if you see
clearing happening in your area, please maintain at
least 300 feet of distance. Machinery can throw debris a
significant distance.
Do not stop to watch equipment.
Slow down and follow all warning signs.
Do not enter the work area of bucket trucks or aerial
tree workers.
Trees conduct electricity - never touch a tree in contact with a power line, this
can cause serious injury or death.
Cutting trees is dangerous. Please consider hiring a professional to remove trees
from your property. GVEA can also disconnect and reconnect your service
and/or lines in some instances to make felling trees easier. There is no charge
for this service during business hours but we ask for at least five days notice. To
schedule a temporary disconnect, call or email our Operations department at
907-451-5692 or ops@gvea.com

Clearing challenges
Access - Easements must be cleared of homeowner property, fences, sheds, vehicles,
etc. that obstruct a clear ROW. A clear ROW enables our line crews to quickly
access power lines and identify outages.
Weather - The extreme weather in Interior Alaska presents challenges not seen in
many other areas of the United States. Heavy snow loads, extreme fluctuation in
temperature, wind and ice all can contribute to trees falling into power lines.
Vegetation health and growth - Alaska's short summers with long daylight provide
for rapid growth of vegetation. This is an important consideration when developing
our clearing cycles and knowing when to revisit an area for clearing.

4
What is cleared
GVEA currently maintains over 3,000 miles of power lines and clears on a five year
cycle to ensure reliable electric service. ROW clearing is done seasonally, from
April through October. Most ROW easements are 30-feet wide.
Clearing includes:
Trees within the easement.
Trees blocking access to overhead or underground easements.
All trees and vegetation that could come in contact with lines.
Generally, we clear all brush to the ground so there is ground to sky
clearance.

Notice of clearing activities
GVEA attempts to notify residents well in advance of clearing in their area.

Members who live near ROWs
scheduled to be cleared will
receive/have access to:
Postcard notification in the mail.
Automated phone call.
Information posted on social
media.
Information in Ruralite.
Radio, print and TV advertising.
It is important that we have up to date contact information for all members so that
we can inform you of work in your area. You can update your contact information
with Member Services by calling 907-452-1151, Monday - Friday, 8am-5pm.
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Hazard Trees
Members are often concerned about trees outside of the right of way that look like
they could fall into power lines or electrical equipment. These are called 'hazard
trees'.

Hazard trees have severe defects which may cause the tree to fall and damage
lines. Hazard trees include:
Dead Trees.
Trees with decayed trunks or root systems.
Trees that are severely leaning or overhanging lines.
Trees with high potential to fall into a line due to snow load.
GVEA has certified tree-risk assessors that will evaluate hazardous trees to
determine the potential for danger. If it is determined that a tree poses an
unacceptable risk to our equipment, we may remove it. Due to limited resources, we
do not remove trees that are not in danger of damaging our equipment. If you are
clearing around your service drop and are concerned that you may fell a tree into
a power line, we recommend you hire a contractor.
To report a tree you suspect may be a hazard tree, phone our operations office
at 907-451-5692.
Never attempt to trim or remove hazard trees yourself. The result could damage
GVEA’s facilities and you will be held responsible for any repairs. Worse, you
could be injured or killed. When in doubt, please call 907-451-5692.
Never touch a tree in contact with a power line. Trees conduct electricity and
can cause serious injury or death.
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Frequently asked questions
What kind of equipment does GVEA use to clear?
You will see us clearing with machines, as well as hand clearing. Mechanical
clearing is done with a Kershaw brush mower, BobCat forestry mower and a Sky
Trim. The mowers cut and mulch the brush. The Sky Trim, which has a 75-foot boom
with a rotating saw blade, cuts tree branches growing towards the power lines.
Care should be taken to stay well away from the machines (300 feet is the
recommendation), as they can throw pieces of wood or other debris that could
cause injury.
Our hand crews clear where the Kershaw mower can’t go, due to restrictive terrain,
lawns or close proximity to buildings. Hand crews cut and stack brush along the
edge of the right of way, trim tree branches that the Kershaw Sky Trim cannot
reach, and remove hazard trees system-wide.

Will you clear around my electrical service drop?
Service drops are the lines that connect your house or business to GVEA’s highvoltage lines. Since the service drop is owned by the homeowner, it is the
homeowner’s responsibility to maintain it. The service drop should be kept clear of
trees and brush. Note that small twigs and leaves brushing against the line should
not cause any problems with your electric service.
Golden Valley Electric may evaluate hazard trees threatening a service drop, but
we are not obligated to cut them. If you have trees you wish to remove that are not
classified as hazard trees, GVEA recommends hiring a contractor.
GVEA can also disconnect your service for you in some instances to make felling of
the trees easier and reconnect service when the work is complete. There is not a
charge for this service during business hours, but please try to provide at least five
days notice.
Note: It’s the member’s responsibility to maintain a 4-foot-wide (ground-to-sky)
path from their meter to the next pole.
If you would like to report a suspected hazard tree or schedule a temporary
disconnect, call our operations department at 907451-5692.
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Plant Smart
Plant the right tree in the right place.
Large trees growing near power lines
have to potential to disrupt service to
you and the community and can pose
safety hazards. Planting large trees
away from power lines helps to ensure
more reliable electric service and
greater public safety. Large trees
growing near power lines often require
pruning or removal to avoid electrical
hazards. When landscaping, proper
selection of tree species planted near
power lines will reduce hazards and
the need for expensive, unsightly
pruning or removal.
Other things to consider
Don’t plant trees where they will obstruct access to the electric meter.
GVEA needs to access the meter and be able to see it to read it.
If you live in an area that has underground power, do not plant shrubs and trees
near metal transformer cabinets.
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Contact Information
If you have questions or concerns, please to not hesitate to reach out to GVEA ROW
Maintenance Department.

Alex Olesen
ROW Maintenance Superintendent
907-458-5717
ADOlesen@gvea.com

