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Polish Official Visits to 
Discuss NATO, Party 

Controversy on CSS Panel 

Antoni Macierewicz was 
the keynote speaker at a Center for 
the Study of Statesmanship (CSS) 
event on Monday, February 26th 
in Heritage Hall. Macierewicz has 
served in the Polish government 
as the Minister of Internal Affairs, 
Head of Military Counterintelligence 
Service, and most recently, Minister 
of National Defense. 

Introduced by politics 
professor and Founding Director 
of the Center, Claes Ryn, and 
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington 
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, 
Macierewicz’s talk was entitled “The 
Atlantic Alliance and the Future 
of Europe: Sources of Unity and 
Division,” with a panel discussion 
and question session that followed. 
His main points focused on the 
importance of NATO in European 
relations, the threat Russia, Israel, and 

the Middle East pose to international 
safety, and how a Christian 
relationship between Europe and 
the United States would be mutually 
beneficial.

Macierewicz began his 
presentation by reflecting on his trip 
three years ago to Rutgers University, 
where he spoke on an essentially 
identical topic. Since then, he said, he 
has been successful in placing more 
American soldiers within Poland, and 
hopes that this trend continues under 
the new Defense Minister, a position 
he was removed from in January. 
He still sits on the Parliament of the 
Law & Justice Party, the right-wing 
populist party that has majority rule 
in the country. Macierewicz stressed 
the importance of a Trans-Atlantic 
alliance between the United States 
and European nations. He suggested 
that Poland and the United States 
share a commonality— namely that 
neither needed to enter the Second 
World War, but they chose to fight 

because they were pushed by the 
Axis powers.

Despite the fact that small 
portions of Polish citizens during 
World War II have been connected 
to the capturing or killing of Polish 
Jews, Macierewicz vehemently 
denied any Polish involvement in 
the Holocaust. He presented Poland 
as a victim, though history suggests 
this is not entirely true, as seen in 
events like the Jedwabne Massacre 
and the Kielce pogrom in which 
Poles were involved in the killing of 

Jews. Macierewicz offered scathing 
remarks about Russia, whom he 
compared to Germany in the 1930s, 
and called the Christianity practiced 
in Russia a “Russian myth.” He noted 
that Russian soldiers stationed in the 
Near East could be linked to Assad, 
and stressed the importance of the 
Holy Land, having visited Israel a 
number of times himself. Throughout 
the panel, which gave Macierewicz 
an opportunity to answer questions 

By IaIN hIggINs 
Tower Staff

See Macierewicz, page 3

SGA Senate Proposes 
Changes to Testing Procedures 

Before Finals Week   
By aBBY aNderko 
Tower Staff

see SGa Senate, page 3

Wren Walker is not one to resist 
a dare. One day while walking 
home from school, her best friend 
Jimmy—‘Slim’— tells her that the 
old lady who lives across the river 
is actually a ghost. He is ultimately 
unable to prove that since he is 
afraid of crossing the river. In 
an attempt to prove that Slim is 
wrong and to try and get him to 
cross the river, Wren crosses the 
river and befriends the ‘ghost’.  
She also struggles to fulfill the 
traditional roles of womanhood as 
outlined by her community as her 
13th birthday approaches. 

 Twelve-year-old Wren is 
ridiculed by her community for her 
disregard of expected gender roles 
in her community. It is then that 
the river, comprised of dancers 
dressed in blue costumes, begins 
to dry up and the old woman who 
lives across the river is said to be 
cursing the town with a drought 
that withers its crops. The wind 
swirls dust through the air and the 
shovels belonging to farmers clink 
against the hard dirt soil. Hunger 
strikes leave the townspeople 
angry and ultimately drives them 
to murder. It is then that Wren 
leaves town, never to return. 

Lindsay Adams, a third-

year Catholic University Master’s 
of Fine Arts in Playwriting 
candidate, wrote River Like Sin. 
It is inspired by the experiences 
the playwright had while growing 
up in the Midwest and is based 
upon a folktale written by the 
playwright, according to her note 
in the playbill. 

Twenty-one-year-old Emily 
Cerwonka is a senior Drama and 
Psychology double major from 
Columbia, Maryland. But, when 
she’s on stage, she dons a yellow 
dress with buttons, splits her hair 
down the middle and wears her 
hair in braided pigtails to become 
12-year-old Wren during the 
performance of River Like Sin. 

“My favorite part was being 
able to create a beautiful piece of art 
with all of my fellow actors. It was 
a very collaborative process, so a 
lot of the decisions about the show 
we made together,” Cerwonka 
said. “That is the great thing about 
doing a new play— having the 
playwright in the room, you can 
ask so many more questions and 
get a deeper insight into the world 
you are creating.”

Senior English and Drama 
double major Nicole Smith agrees 

Catholic Students 
Combine in River Like Sin 

Production  
By alYCIa moNaCo
Tower Contributor

see river Like Sin, page 3

On Monday, February 26th, the 
Student Government Association met 
for its seventh session of this academic 
year. This meeting covered four new 
resolutions: testing during the week before 
finals, a new World War I memorial, a 
new de-stress opportunity for students 
in preparation for finals week, and an 
opportunity for students to voice their 
opinions on the new dining hall.

The first resolution passed, Resolution 
011, was sponsored by junior Olivia 
Giangiordano, one of the representatives 

from the School of Engineering. It 
covered the topic of tests and other exams 
being given during the final week of 
classes. This resolution seeks to prevent 
professors from administering tests in 
the last class period before finals, if the 
class also administers a final exam in the 
following days. This does not include 
tests that constitute finals. This resolution 
follows examples set by universities such 
as Harvard University, Yale College, and 
the University of Chicago who have all 
implemented this practice. Those other 

CourTeSy of KaTie Ward    
The SGa Senate wants to allow students to relax during the last week before finals.

Page 5

CourTeSy of iain HiGGinS    
antoni Macierewicz spoke with Professor Claes ryn in Heritage Hall on february 26th.
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When: 2/18/18
Where: Flather Hall
What: On 2-18-18 at 1210 hours, C-1 reports after doing 
laundry, he noticed all his clothing was missing from the 
dryer: 1-Nike 2 piece suit, 1-Puma 2 piece suit, 1-sweat 
pants. C-1 immediately informed DPS officers of the theft 
and gave a description of S-1. DPS officers stopped S-1 and 
S-2. S-1 was arrested and transported to Fourth District 
Station for processing.

When: 2/19/18
Where: Flather Hall
What: On the listed date, time and location, C-1 reported 
he last saw his wireless Beats headphone set, on 2/14/18, 
at 1800 hours, when he placed them on a charger unit in 
his room. When C-1 returned to look for his property on 
2/19/18 at 1040 hours, and discovered they were missing.

When: 2/23/18
Where: Pryzbyla Center
What: On the listed date, time and location, R-1 reported a 
CUA issued purchasing card was fraudulently used.

When: 2/23/18
Where: Flather Hall
What: On the listed date, time and location, C-1 reported 
he last saw his shoes when he placed them in his room. 
When C-1 returned to look for his shoes on 2/19/18 at 
1040 hours, and discovered they were missing.

When: 2/23/18
Where: Gibbons Hall-Front
What: On 2/14/18, C-1 reported that at 0755 hours, she 
parked her vehicle in front of Gibbons Hall. Upon her 
return at 0841 hours, she discovered the left side rear win-
dow had been broken out and 1-purple and pink,Columbia 
book bag, 1 -red wallet, 1-MackBook laptop computer and 
2-credit cards had been stolen.

By Alexander Santana
Tower Staff

 French president Emmanuel Macron recently announced that 
France will shut down all remaining coal plants by 2021, two years 
earlier than originally planned for 2023, at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Macron, alongside with French 
Ecology Minster Nicolas Hulot, has become an advocate for non-
renewable energy divestment efforts including banning the usage of 
fossil fuel powered vehicles by 2040 as part of their overall goal of 
becoming a carbo-neutral nation by 2050. 

 This is also in large part due to their ratification and signature to 
the Paris Climate Accords in 2015. Other major countries in Europe 
have also initiated bans on fossil fuel powered vehicles with the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain banning them between 2040 and 
2050, and Norway mandating zero-emission vehicles by 2025. 

  France to Shut Down Coal Plants by 2021
By Duane Paul Murphy 
Tower Staff

 
U.S. President Donald J. Trump 
has invited French President 
Emmanuel Macron to the 
United States in April 2018 for 
the first state visit of the Trump 
Administration. The state visit is 
said to include “a white tie din-
ner and a speech to Congress” 
according to CBS News. President 
Trump visited France in July 2017 
as a guest of President Macron 
for the French Republic’s Bastille 
Day. The two world leaders again 
meet at the 43rd G7 Summit that 
was held in Italy last May.  In 
his December 2017 interview with 
CBS Evening News President 
Macron stated his relationship 
with President Trump was “very 
direct” and   they have “very flu-
ent and open discussions.” 

By Alexander Santana
Tower Staff

 The United States’ Ambassador to Mexico has said she will be leav-
ing her position in May 2018. Ambassador Roberta Jacobson, the former 
assistant secretary of state for the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, 
stated in a memo to staff that her decision was “difficult” and it comes at 
a “crucial moment.” According to Politico, “The Mexican news organiza-
tion Reforma has reported that Ed Whitacre, the former CEO of General 
Motors and AT&T, is the expected nominee, but the administration 
has not made an official announcement about its choice.” Ambassador 
Jacobson was confirmed by the U.S. Senate in April 2016 as an appointee 
under the Barack Obama Administration and was not asked to resign 
from her post when Donald Trump assumed office in January 2017.

 Politico also reports that Ambassador Jacobson is “highly regarded 
in Mexico and in U.S. diplomatic circles. Her status as a career Civil 
Service officer made her road to an ambassadorship rather unusual.” 
Spokesperson for the U.S. Department of State Heather Nauert said in a 
statement that “The State Department greatly appreciates Ambassador 
Jacobson’s 31 years of government service, including as U.S. ambas-
sador to Mexico and as assistant secretary for the Bureau of Western 
Hemisphere Affairs.” As the former head of Western Hemisphere affairs 
at the State Department during the presidency of Barack Obama from 
2011-2016, Politico states that Ambassador Jacobson “played a major role 
in the Cuba-U.S. rapprochement.” Ambassador Jacobson leaves her post 
on May 5th.

Courtesy of Newsweek

U.S. Ambassador to Mexico to Step Down

Courtesy of PanAm Post



Friday, March 2, 2018The Tower NEWS

News
3

SGA SenAte, from page 1

 Senate Wants to 
Restore World 

War I Memorial by 
McMahon Hall

Macierewicz Questioned 
Regarding Holocaust Law   

MAcierewicz, from page 1

unrelated 
to the topic of a Trans-Atlantic union, he 
posited his belief that Christianity is the key 
to the unification of Europe and the United 
States. He further emphasized his belief that 
Russia intends to dominate all of Europe. 

Though he has quite an impressive 
political resume, Macierewicz has not 
escaped controversy. Contention regarding 
his invitation to speak at the University 
stems not only from his denial of Polish 
Holocaust involvement, but also the amount 
of reports and cases alleging anti-Semitism. 
In 2002, Macierewicz said that there was 
some validity to a document entitled “The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” a fabricated 
text that describes a plot by the Jews to 
control the world market and media. This 
document was proven false as anti-semitic 
propaganda early in the 20th century. He 
was the founder and editor of a far right 
newspaper called “The Voice,” which has a 
long history of running anti-Semitic articles 
and opinions dating back to the 1990s. 
During the panel, when asked about these 
accusations, Macierewicz quickly denied 
any such claims. There are also rumors that 
Macierewicz has secretly been in talks with 
the Russian government for years, despite 
his supposed disgust for Vladimir Putin. 
Macierewicz doggedly pursued Tomasz 
Piatek, the journalist who made these 
claims, attempting to jail him.

Macierewicz’s appearance comes 
as current legislation from his governing 
party, the Law & Justice party, takes effect 
amid international controversy. Last month, 
Polish President Andrzej Duda signed a 
law which came into effect on Thursday, 
making it illegal to accuse the Polish nation 
or state of complicity in the Nazi Holocaust. 
The move drew sharp criticism from the 
United States and Israel especially, as critics 
find issue in how the bill might limit the 
freedom of expression and appears to be 
a nationalist effort to revise the perception 
of Poland and Nazi aggression in World 
War II. Israel says the bill will essentially 
criminalize basic historical facts and stop 
any discussion of the role some Poles played 
in Nazi crimes. The BBC reported that 
Israeli and Polish diplomats recently met in 
Jerusalem to try and resolve the matter as 
fears grew in Israel concerning a rise in anti-
semitism because of the law.

When asked about the status 
of the controversial Polish Holocaust 

bill, which at the time was frozen to be 
reviewed, Macierewicz answered briefly, 
acknowledging that the bill was being held 
up, but not taking a position on the matter. 
The current bill would give a fine or a 
penalty of imprisonment of up to three years 
for anyone who publicly accused Poland of 
involvement in Nazi atrocities. He added 
that the question might need someone who 
knows more about Polish history to inquire 
this of him. Immediately afterward, a Polish 
woman in the audience took the microphone 
and echoed Macierewicz’s sentiment, 
noting that one must first  understand the 
history of the Polish state to ask about this 
time period. 

Following the event, a University 
professor who wished to remain unnamed 
expressed to The Tower some skepticism 
from faculty members concerning the 
decision to host Macierewicz. They have a 
problem with the school’s decision to give 
someone with this amount of controversy 
and alleged anti-semitism a platform to 
speak at the Catholic University of America. 
Stephan Kuttner, a former professor of 
Catholic’s School of Canon Law, where an 
endowed chair is named in his honor, fled 
Nazi Germany in the 1930s and then taught 
at Catholic from 1940-1964. His son Ludwig 
Kuttner wrote to The Tower expressing great 
frustration in the university’s invitation to 
have Macierewicz speak. 

“I am outraged and disgusted. My 
father Stephan Kuttner, who for many 
years taught at the School of Canon Law 
was a refugee from the Nazis and their 
anti-semitism. Many of our ancestors were 
Jews,” Kuttner said. “This is a real betrayal 
of the standards espoused by our last five 
Popes.”

The Center for the Study of 
Statesmanship, an organization founded 
at CUA in early 2017, promotes “research, 
teaching, and public discussion about 
the meaning of statesmanship and how 
it can defuse conflict and foster respectful 
foreign and domestic relations”. This public 
discussion was embraced by the nearly 
two hundred students, faculty, and staff 
that came to the event despite, or perhaps 
because of, Macierewicz’s controversial 
background. 

Reporter Jimmy Cassidy contributed to this story.

institutions granted students 
a reading period the week 
prior to finals to allow them to 
decompress after their classes 
finish and to have adequate time 
to prepare for finals.

        Giangiordano sponsored 
this resolution because of her 
own personal experience with 
this problem.  

“This is an issue that is 
affecting several people in my 
school and several people I 
know in the School of Arts and 
Science,” Giangiordano said. 
She also pleaded with her fellow 
senators to “remember their 
constituents, as it is affecting 
them very, very much.”

            The second resolution, 
Resolution 012, was sponsored 
by junior Jimmy Harrington. As 
a way to honor our university’s 
fallen soldiers in World War 
I, Harrington proposed to 
resurrect the memorial that once 
stood outside McMahon Hall in 
1922. 

“At the time of World War 
I, over 800 members of the 
Catholic community joined in 
the fight, and several of them 
died fighting for the freedoms 
that allow a university like ours 
to exist,” Harrington said.

His desire is to create 
a new memorial, designed 
by architecture students, 
to commemorate Catholic 
University students who fought 
and lost their lives throughout 
the Great War. 

 Sarah Cangarlu, the 
representative from the School 
of Architecture and Planning, 
addressed the senate on behalf 
of her school saying that she 
“thinks it is a great idea to get 
them involved in designing 
the memorial.” She proposed a 
competition, like the one used 
to design the papal chair when 
Catholic welcomed its third 
pope to campus in September of 
2015, to design the memorial. 

Questions were raised 
surrounding the memorial, first 
by class of 2019 representative 
John Connolly as to whether 
the memorial should include 
all students from any war, to 
which Harrington responded 
saying that his idea was to re-
institute the memorial that 
previously stood, dedicated 
to the veterans students who 
fought and died in World War 
I. Sophomore Elise LaFleur then 
questioned what happened 
to the previous memorial and 
Harrington admitted that while 
he did not know the exact 
details surrounding where the 
memorial went, he was confident 
that it would be protected by the 
increased campus security that 
we now have.  

Resolution 013 was 
sponsored by Sean O’Grady, 
a representative of the Class 
of 2021. As his first resolution, 
he put forth the concept of 
creating a new task force to 
assist students coping with 
stress and time management 

throughout finals. He proposed 
a program partnering with the 
counseling center, that will be 
held the week prior to the start 
of finals. This program will offer 
students opportunities to learn 
more about stress and its effects 
and individual sessions with 
counselors if they need them. 

Questions were brought 
up by junior Leigh Calotta, 
the representative of the 
School of Nursing, regarding 
the program’s similarity to 
programs such as “De-stress 
Fest” which was held during 
finals week this past semester. 
O’Grady replied that though 
similar in structure, this event is 
catered to direct and individual 
help for students. Ally Kilgore, 
a representative of the freshman 
class spoke on the importance 
of getting rid of the stigma 
that surrounds mental health. 
Both sponsors of the resolution 
mentioned that some students 
do not prefer a social event to 
“de-stress” but would rather 
receive one-on-one assistance 
provided by the professionals in 
the Counseling Center. 

Kilgore responded to the 
question of the event already 
being held in a different 
capacity by saying that through 
the repetition it will further 
emphasize the importance of 
mental health.  

 “With repetition of an event, 
you can never address mental 
health too often,” Kilgore said. 
“You can never be too de-
stressed.” 

Resolution 014, sponsored by 
sophomore Alexander Santana 
of the School of Arts and Sciences, 
was designed to create a new 
way for students to express their 
input on the new dining hall that 
was announced on January 22nd. 
This new dining hall was made 
possible through a $6 million 
donation from an anonymous 
couple. Santana proposed that 
an advisory board be created so 
students can voice their input 
to the administration on their 
ideas, concerns and opinions 
regarding the dining hall. 

Many concerns about this 
advisory board were voiced, 
as it is believed that the Senate 
is designed to be this voice for 
the student body, which was 
pointed out by junior Aaron 
Mackisey, the representative for 
the School of Music. Harrington 
motioned that this resolution 
be tabled to the Committee of 
Student Life to be amended and 
continue discussion of it, and all 
twenty-three senators present 
approved this motion. 

Announcements made at 
the beginning of the meeting 
included a Town Hall to be 
hosted by President Garvey on 
March 20th in Heritage Hall and 
a Student Safety Panel with the 
Department of Public Safety on 
March 13th, both of which are 
open to all university students. 
The next senate meeting will be 
held on Monday, March 12th. 

CUA’s Theatre Talent on 
Display in River Like Sin 

river Like Sin, from page 1

with Cerwonka. The two have been friends 
since freshman year. 

“The use of various exits throughout the 
theatre, specifically by the river dancers, gave 
the illusion that the audience was immersed 
into the world of the play.  I thought the 
actors gave compelling portrayals of each 
character, which is always refreshing to 
see.  Even actors who play characters that 
seemed to be emotionally distant brought 
sympathy, and real emotions to their parts,” 
Smith said. 

Smith also said the part of Wren Walker 
is similar to Cerwonka’s personality. 

“Watching her play Wren was an 
emotional experience for me,” Smith said. 
“I think most people think that because she 
is small she would be perfect to play this 
role, since Wren is 12 years old, but it is so 
much more than that.  Wren like Emily is 
charismatic, talkative, and funny.  I believe 
this was Emily’s most successful role since 
coming to CUA, and I’m so happy she gets 
to show everyone what she’s got, because 
she is a force to be reckoned with.” 

Ali Rocha a senior drama major, and 
scene shop student worker, agrees that this 
was one of Callan Theater’s most successful 
productions. 

“Louis’ set is one of my favorites of any 
show I’ve seen in the Callan, it fits a lot into 
a small space and has a lot of dimension 
and the general color palette was very 
fitting for the show. Kateri’ s costumes were 
so fitting and the red dress worn by River 

was elegant, well-tailored, and fitting for 
her character. I really liked the color palette 
in general,” Rocha said.  

The production is also inspired 
by conservative, Catholic, religious 
communities of the 20th Century and 
features a young girl, Wren Walker, “on the 
brink of becoming a woman,” according to 
the dramaturge’s note in the playbill. 

“I approached playing Wren just like 
how I would approach any character. I do 
not so much think about her age, but her 
range of experience. She has lived in the 
same place her whole life, she has never been 
to another state, and she lives in a small-
town, so on and so forth,” Cerwonka said. 
“Her inexperience plays into her naivety 
and innocence throughout the beginning 
of the play, and a big part of her journey is 
learning that the world has so much more 
to offer than what is right in front of her.” 

The production featured two directors, 
Shanara Gabrielle and Lee Cromwel, and 
the production shared the stage with The 
Knot. River Like Sin and last ran over the 
weekend— on February 22nd at 7:30, on 
Saturday February 24th at 7:30 PM, and 
Sunday the 25th at 2 PM. 

“I will miss everything about the show-
- but most I will miss experiencing the on-
stage relationships, especially with John, 
who plays my best friend Slim in the show, 
and Danielle, who plays the old woman that 
I become very close to,” Cerwonka said. 



The Tower QUILL

tower editoriaL

 The Catholic University of 
America has a free speech dilemma. 
This school is encountering an issue 
with its free speech policies that dif-
fers from other universities. 
 The university will not per-
mit any individual or organization 
to come and discuss issues regarding 
women’s reproductive healthcare or 
LGBT rights. Catholic seems to con-
tradict the Church’s values of unity, 
respect for people as well as the en-
vironment, fighting against poverty, 
and other “pro-life” identities with the 
speakers they recently invited. 
 Catholic has been regulating 
presentations about LGBT issues for 
years now. In October, 2014, a Col-
lege Democrats screening of Oscar-
nominated movie Milk, about the life 
of gay-rights activist Harvey Milk, 
was cancelled. Just this past fall, Rev-
erend James Martin, a Vatican consul-
tant and author of a recent book that 
promoted the Catholic Church mak-
ing more of an effort to include LGBT 
youth, was disinvited by the Theo-
logical College from speaking at the 
seminary’s annual alumni event.
 Catholic University doesn’t 
seem to have a problem cancelling 
any and all demonstrations of LGBT 
inclusion, but will still parade high-
ranking politicians and businessmen 
whose agendas don’t overlap with the 
Church’s at all. These speakers include 
Antoni Macierewicz, a right-wing Pol-
ish politician with a history of alleged 
anti-semitic remarks; Charles Koch, a 

libertarian industrialist advocating for 
fossil fuel deregulation that is harm-
ing the planet; and Alexander Acosta, 
current federal Labor Secretary who 
supports anti-union laws. 
 While President Garvey 
emailed the students in the fall to note 
his disagreement with the Theologi-
cal College’s decision to disinvite Rev. 
Martin, he advocated for the invitation 
of Macierewicz this week, despite sev-
eral professors at Catholic mentioning 
their disapproval of his politics. 
 Two words within the uni-
versity’s official name, America and 
University, are lacking on campus. 
America is the land of free speech and 
expression, and a university is meant 
to be an institution challenging young 
minds to question their preconceived 
notions and ideologies regarding life 
itself. If our own university fails to live 
up to its own name, we are doomed to 
become sheltered minds in a society of 
complex polarization. 
 It is understandable why the 
school carries a certain agenda as the 
national university of the Catholic 
Church, but there should be some lev-
eling of the playing field. Disinviting 
speakers the students actually want to 
hear from won’t keep us from agree-
ing with them, it will only call to light 
the administration’s avoidance of is-
sues we care about. At a place like 
Catholic University of America we 
should come together and listen to one 
another, not shut each other down.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions represented in cartoons, letters to the editor, guest commentary, and signed columns are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of The Tower or the University. 
Editorials represent the view of the majority of The Tower’s Editorial Board, listed on page two of this issue.

GuesT commenTary

matthew schargel
class of 2019

Hear the Kids Out: 
A Conservative 
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Whose Turn Is It to Talk?
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 The tragic shooting in Parkland, 
Florida on February 14th shook the 
country to its very core. The kill-
ing of 17 students and faculty of 
Stoneman Douglas High School is 
another sad chapter in a continu-
ing increase in mass shootings in 
America. I’ve grown up in this real-
ity and the pattern is always the 
same: a shooting occurs, thoughts 
and prayers are offered as the com-
munity and nation attempt to heal, 
and then a national discussion on 
gun rights, mental health, etc. That 
cycle usually last for about a week 
and then the news cycle moves on.
 This one feels different though. 
The victims of this attack were a 
part of a generation well aware 
of the impact of social media. As 
news of the attack broke, Twitter 
and YouTube were flooded with 
cell phone footage from students 
that were in the building as the 
massacre was taking place. Being 
able to witness footage from such 
a horrific event brought the rest of 
the country closer to the the shoot-
ing and put faces on the victims.
 Many of the students of 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
appeared on national and local 
news programs to give testimony 
about what they witnessed and 
offered thoughts on if and how 
the government should move to 
enact stricter gun laws in light of 
yet another tragedy. These stu-
dents displayed raw emotion and 
trauma, but at the same time they 
were clear in their message and 
mature beyond their years. Most 
are calling on the federal and state 
government to tighten gun laws 
and increase background checks. 
Marches across the nation have 
been planned and these new activ-
ists are showing no signs of waver-
ing in their convictions.
 The response to the students has 
been stark in its partisan nature. 
There is a rather strong and grow-
ing contingency in my party, the 
Republican Party, that wants to 
dismiss the opinion of these stu-
dents because of their age and their 
policy suggestions. There is even 
a growing conspiracy that one of 
the students, David Hogg, who 

has been extremely outspoken, is a 
plant by Democrats and the media. 
This is disgusting and below the 
level of decency I have been raised 
to expect out of fellow human 
beings.
 The rejection of young people in 
the political realm is something I 
am used to. I first got involved in 
local politics at the age of 15 with 
my county Republican committee. 
Even though I was unable to vote, I 
was passionate about the American 
political system and bettering my 
country, state, and local commu-
nity. I learned pretty quickly that 
there were people who would not 
take me seriously because of my 
age and that there were people 
on the other side of the aisle who 
rejected my views and dismissed 
me as someone who was “brain-
washed” by my parents. Despite 
this, I kept my head up with the 
help of most of my peers who sup-
ported me and valued my involve-
ment.
 I am not going to agree with the 
Parkland students on everything 
but I believe that their passion and 
desire for change is too evident 
and important to ignore or brush 
to the side just because of their age 
or viewpoints. Americans already 
have a negative view of the state of 
politics in our country as faith in 
our leaders and institutions contin-
ue to dwindle. We should not stifle 
these voices. After all, America’s 
youth is the future and the issues 
facing us are far too important to 
sit on the sidelines until it’s “our 
turn.” We can be critical of their 
views, but to doubt their intentions 
is a grave mistake. I am a strong 
supporter of the second amend-
ment but I do not think these stu-
dents are misguided in their inten-
tions. They want what is best for 
their country and I commend them.
 Despite the grave nature of this 
tragedy, I am still hopeful. I am 
hopeful that my generation will 
reject the status quo if our current 
leaders do not. There is enough 
room at the table for a respectful, 
constructive discussion over gun 
violence. Let’s hear the kids out.

Share your own thoughts! Write for the 

Quill, The Tower’s Op-Ed Section!

Weekly Comical Cartoon

Submit Cartoons and Drawings to The 

Tower’s Op-Ed Section, The Quill!

Courtsey of Anthony Labonte-FilbertCartoons.com

Youth
I remember the straw fields we would walk through together 

Papa. My minds drifting, 

Into slow brooks and damp rocks,

Dried and adrift in a golden sea. 

Oh how you loved my imagination, 

Now, now, papa, 

Let it be free.

GuesT PoeTry

cameron Hosseinian
class of 2018
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 In a small nook amongst the streets 
of Brookland, a pizza place called 
Menomale serves its customers genuine 
Italian pizza. This pizzeria is not like a 
typical pizzeria; this is a place where you 
are transported to Italy. 
In the entrance of the restaurant you can 
see a genuine Neapolitan firewood oven 
decorated with a variety of colorful tiles, 
as the chefs chop, slice, slide, and serve 
the delicious plates. The owner, Ettore 
Rusciano, walks amongst his custom-
ers, greeting them with a heavy Italian 
accent, asking the waiters to serve his 
loyal clients their usual orders, and sim-
ply making sure his little Italian haven is 
working just the way he wants it to. 
 After managing a restaurant in San 
Francisco, Rusciano was presented with 
the opportunity to open his own restau-
rant in D.C. His brother owns the build-
ing where Menomale is located today in 
Brookland and offered the place to him. 
Rusciano has never looked back. He 
drove all the way from San Francisco to 
open what his wife named Menomale, 
meaning “thank goodness”. Although 

Brookland is a developing neighbor-
hood, Rusciano feels at home and is very 
happy with his decision to start his first 
restaurant here, compared to starting 
a restaurant in downtown D.C. or any 
other location. 
 “It’s slowly growing and I’m very 
happy. The expenses would be doubled 
in downtown. I’m very happy with what 
the neighborhood offers,” said Rusciano. 
 The restaurant has become a favorite 
amongst the community. Located close 
to Catholic University, it attracts most-
ly priests and teachers, Rusciano said. 
Menomale has also become popular 
amongst Catholic’s students, although 
Rusciano seemed surprised that his res-
taurant was so acclaimed by the young 
audience as he considered it to be mostly 
an attraction for an older crowd. 
 “I don’t see a lot of students. I see stu-
dents but not so much,” Rusciano said. 
 Students mostly pick Menomale 
because of how close it is to campus. It’s 
only a 16-minute walk or a 5-minute car 
ride. When searching for a pizza place in 
the common delivery apps, Menomale 

comes right up, making it a great option 
when students want a gourmet pizza 
that will come to their dorm in less than 
half an hour. 
 Menomale serves Neapolitan-style 
pizza, since Rusciano is a Naples native. 
He considers this style of pizza to be 
the most challenging to make due to the 
explicitly Italian flavors and ingredients 
it consists of. For him, the authenticity 
of his pizza is key to keeping his busi-
ness alive. For this reason, Rusciano 
imports his ingredients from Italy or has 
a rigid selection process when shopping 
for them here in the US.  
 “It is challenging, especially here in 
the States, to find the right ingredients -- 
the fresh mozzarella, the type of dough. 
This pizza is cooked for between 60 to 90 
seconds so it is a big challenge to make 
the dough,” Rusciano said. “We bring 
the ingredients from Italy -- all the flour, 
mozzarella, and tomatoes come from 
Italy.”
 In addition to Menomale, Rusciano 
opened an Italian deli named “Salumeria 
2703” which is next to Menomale. Here 

he makes homemade Italian pastries 
including chocolate cookies, cannolis, 
sugar donuts and more, all freshly baked 
and served.  He also imports a vari-
ety of not just Italian produce but also 
European. He has Peroni beer as well 
as a selection of Italian wines, plus mar-
malades from Holland and more. The 
deli also serves sandwiches with 100% 
Italian cheeses and meats. Rusciano’s 
dream is to one day fill that entire street 
with Italian goodies, a concept he feels is 
missing in D.C.
 “My dream is to make this an Italian 
block. Open more Italian concepts, since 
D.C. does not have like an Italian neigh-
borhood, you know? It would be nice to 
have a little Italy in D.C.,” Rusciano said.   
 Menomale has through its short years 
pleased the people of Brookland and will 
continue to do so because of the love 
and care its Italian owner has poured 
into his business. It is truly because of 
the dedication of Rusciano to keep his 
Italian heritage alive through food that 
Menomale has risen to the popularity it 
holds. 

By: Daniela Sol   
Tower Staff

By: Katarina Ivancik     
Tower Staff

Brookland Eats: The Story Behind Menomale Pizzeria  

Want to write for A&E?
 

 Email Daniela Sol at 67sol@cua.edu! 

 Marvel’s Black Panther is changing 
the way superhero movies are viewed 
and the impact they can have on rel-
evant social and political topics.  At a 
panel at Busboys & Poets in Northwest 
DC on Sunday, February 25th, the 
DC International Film Festival hosted 
David Betancourt, a reporter at The 
Washington Post, Dr. Jocelyn Imani, 
Curatorial Assistant at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture; and Courtland 
Cox, Chair of the SNCC Legacy Project. 
The panel was styled as an open dis-
cussion covering everything from per-
ceived plot holes to social and political 
ramifications.  
 Until now, superhero movies have 
shied away from tackling heavy politi-
cal topics, with one exception being 
Captain America: Civil War, which 
touched on the ideas of who should 
hold power and how much power in 
the government is too much. While 
these are important issues that need to 
continue to be discussed, Black Panther 
is a movie that forces society to take a 
look at black Americans and invites it 
to learn more, ask new questions, and 
begin a new narrative in our new gen-
eration.
 Hollywood has the reputation of 
playing the copycat game amongst 
itself.  If one movie becomes an inter-
national sensation it is usually followed 
by a succession of similar films. With 
the release, and over 700 million dollar 
success, of Black Panther comes possibil-
ities for more movies featuring strong 
African and African-American role 
models. If history repeats itself, we may 

be seeing more black American super-
hero movies and possibly even new 
black American heroes. Additionally, 
the fantastic cast, CGI, and script has 
the potential to inspire and promote 
black American art in our generation 
and for years to come.  
 Even back in 1966, Jack Kirby and 
Stan Lee were trailblazers responsible 
for creating the first black mainstream 
superhero. Now in 2018, their hero, 
guided by the expertise of director Ryan 
Coogler and the talents of Chadwick 
Boseman and the rest of the superb 
cast, is poised to open new opportuni-
ties for a more diverse Hollywood.  
 The panel stressed that if we are 
making American movies they need 
to look like America and we need to 
be bolder about putting a spotlight on 
different cultures.  Many cultures are 
dying within our mainstream, trend 
obsessed society.  If Black Panther can 
make $700,000,000 worldwide, then 
that is sufficient proof that we can do 
more to support art and culture within 
black American communities.   
 Who knows, maybe we’ll see some 
Asian or Native American superheroes 
next! The issue is not about making sure 
we have one superhero of every ethnic-
ity, although representation is impor-
tant, but that there is fair and equal 
representation in the media industry.  
The art of filmmaking is ultimately an 
art of storytelling, and the stories of 
people unheard and misrepresented 
are the stories that need to come out. 
We would be doing a disservice to the 
art if we left those stories untold.  

CourTESy of DAniElA Sol

CourTESy of DvDrElEASEDATES.Com

Marvel’s Black Panther is a Hollywood Game Changer   

After seeing Black Panther, tweet and tag @cuatower using the 
#untoldstories with ideas of superheroes or protagonists who need 

to have their story told.  
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The record books might still be 
in the process of being rewrit-
ten after the Catholic University 
of America swimming and 
diving team’s historic perfor-
mance at this year’s Landmark 
Conference Championship 
meet. 
The weekend of February 16th-

18th saw the men’s team com-
plete an undefeated season and 
win the Landmark Conference 
by a margin of more than 300 
points, and the women’s side 
complete its most success-
ful campaign since joining the 
conference in 2007, finishing in 
2nd. Between the two teams, 
the Cardinals claimed Swimmer 
of the Year, Co-Diver of the 
Year, Coach of the Year, 27 All-
Conference awards, and more 
than a dozen school and confer-
ence meet records in a domi-
nant performance.
 Although the list of new 

records and accolades can is 
extensive to the point of fatigue, 
head coach Paul Waas pointed 
out one stat about which he was 
particularly proud. The men’s 
926.5 points and women’s 704 
added up for the most com-
bined points in Landmark his-
tory, for any school. Regardless 
of the stats, Catholic’s 2017-2018 
season will be remembered 
as one of the most successful 
campaigns in program and 
Landmark Conference history. 
“All year long we train togeth-

er, travel together, and support 
each other in and out of the 
pool,” Waas said. “We really 

carry ourselves as one com-
bined team, and this reflected 
the strength of our entire roster, 
top to bottom.”
What is also exciting for the 

program is the amount of rookie 
contributions that came from 
a number of already-decorated 
freshman standouts. Matthew 
Mahon set three school records, 
taking gold in the 50-freestyle 
(21.06), 100-freestyle (45.85) and 
the 200-freestyle (1:42.50) dur-
ing the weekend. James Verby 
won the 500-freestyle (4:44.13) 
and the 1650-freestyle (16:34.49), 
while David Lindros and Chris 
Grunbok took second in the 
100-backstroke and 200-breast-
stroke, respectively. Mahon 
also teamed up with junior Sam 
Hicks and sophomores Oliver 
Nguyen and Kevin Jay to set a 
school record 400-freestyle relay 
(3:08.10) for gold. These perfor-
mances earned each of them 
All-Landmark honors. 
And last, but certainly not least, 

comes freshman Greg McCarthy. 
The Silver Spring, Maryland 
native capped his first colle-
giate season with a phenomenal 
performance that earned him 
both Rookie of the Year and 
Swimmer of the Year honors in 
the Landmark Conference. He 
set school records and took gold 
in the 400-individual medley, 
200-breaststroke, 200-individu-
al medley, and the 400-medley 
relay and 800-freestyle relays. 
Quite simply, if McCarthy 
swam in the race, he won it, and 
broke a record in the process. 
McCarthy’s week of euphoria 

took a break for only a few 

days until this past Wednesday 
when he was invited to compete 
in the 2018 NCAA Division III 
National Swimming & Diving 
Championships in Indianapolis 
on March 21st. His three NCAA 
qualifying times in the individ-
ual races made him the first 
male swimmer at Catholic to be 
invited to Nationals since Hall 
of Famer John Cooper qualified 
back in 1997.
The victory made it back-to-

back conference championships 
for the men’s team. For senior 
diver Joey Soraghan, who was 
named co-diver of the year after 
taking gold in the one-meter 
dive, it was the perfect finish to 
a historic run. 
“Winning capped off four 

years of hard work for all the 
seniors and a hard fought sea-
son for all the guys on the team. 
Going undefeated was such a 
cool accomplishment because it 
showed that we kept the pres-
sure on all season,” Soraghan 
said. “I was just happy to be 
a part of it all to see how far 
swimming and diving has come 
since I was a freshman. 
The women’s swimming and 

diving team’s finished its sea-
son with a second place fin-
ish behind Susquehanna 
University, whose victory made 
it eight straight conference titles. 
The team’s 704 point total was 
the team’s highest since it joined 
the Landmark Conference in 
2007. As head coach Paul Waas 
noted, the team’s depth was the 
main factor behind the success.
Notable performances includ-

ed freshman Caroline Beal’s 

school-record 200-backstroke 
(2:07.72) for bronze, junior 
Rachael Zarlinski’s and fresh-
man Morgan James’ 100-free-
style swims that gave them 
second and third place fin-
ishes, respectively, and junior 
Pippa Rogers’ silver finish in 
the 200-butterfly. Freshman 
Molly Donnellan and juniors 
Val Sander and Emily Messina 
all contributed with fifth place 
finishes as well.
Messina said that there was 

a lot of optimism about this 
group even before the first meet 
began in October.  
“Honestly we got excited even 

before the season started. We 
saw the talents our incoming 
freshman had and coming off a 
great previous season with lots 
of best times we knew we could 
push ourselves, Messina said. 
“It’s a long road, but every-
one could feel that conferences 
would be a special time and that 
kept us motivated during the 
season.”

Sophomore Emily Earley noted 
the collective support from 
both teams as one of the crucial 
aspects of the success. 
“I have never been on a team 

that supports each other as 
much as both the men’s and 
women’s teams,” Earley said. “I 
can say with complete certainty 
that I would not have swam 
the way I did without the con-
stant support and encourage-
ment I received throughout the 
season.”
 Coach Waas, who received 

his second consecutive coach of 
the year honors after the  meet, 
acknowledged the talent return-
ing next season when asked 
about the future. 
“It’s a testament to the example 

these seniors set in recruiting 
and the expectations we had for 
our younger swimmers,” Waas 
said. “Our goal every season is 
to be better than we ever have 
been before, and I expect that to 
be the case next season as well.”

CUA Cardinals
Upcoming 

Events

Haverford (DH)                   Sat., Mar. 3                12:00 PM

By Jimmy Cassidy
Tower Staff

CUA Swim & Dive Team Dominates at Conferences

Baseball

Track and Field Places Fourth 
in Landmark Championship

COuRTeSy CuaCaRdinalS.COm 

The members of the Swimming and diving team celebrating their title.

vs. Penn State Br.              Sun., Mar. 4                  9:00 AM

Softball 

Tennis 

vs. Mount Union               Mon., Mar. 5                 11:30 AM

Women’s Lacrosse

at Chris. Newport              Sat., Mar. 3                3:00 PM

at Meredith                      Thur., Mar. 8                4:00 PM

vs. Penn State Be.             Mon., Mar. 5                1:00 PM

Friday, March 2, 2018

Men’s Lacrosse

New England College        Sat., Mar. 3                 1:00 PM

vs. Clark                             Wed., Mar. 7                6:00 PM

vs. Penn College                 Tues., Mar. 6                10:00 PM

 The Catholic University 
of America indoor 
track and field team 
competed in the 2018 
Landmark Conference 
Championship held at 
Susquehanna University. 
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams finished fourth 
at the meet on Saturday, 
February 24th. The fourth-
place finish is the highest 
team finish in program 
history.
 Freshman high jumper 
Schola Eburuoh had the 
most impressive individ-
ual performance for the 
Cards. The rookie set a 
new school record with 
a mark of 11.32 meters as 
she won gold in the event. 
Eburuoh also placed sec-
ond in the high jump with 
a mark of 1.62 meters. Her 
efforts would earn the 
freshman Field Athlete 
of the Meet Honors, and 
her impressive debut 
season earned her Field 
Athlete of the Year hon-
ors from the Landmark 
Conference.
 For the men’s team, 
sophomore Joseph 
LaPointe delivered one of 
the top performances of 
the day. He won the sil-
ver in the mile in a pho-
to-finish race as he came 

in second by a narrow 
.03 seconds, with a time 
of 4:24.63. Senior Brian 
Seward won the bronze 
in the 400-meter as he fin-
ished with a time of 51.80 
seconds. Seward also 
placed fifth in the 200, 
crossing the finish line at 
23.25 seconds, less than 
one second off the pace. 
 Senior Kiera Lyons took 
home third in the 3,000 as 
she edged out Moravian’s 
Sarah Hughes by .43 sec-
onds with a final time of 
10:47.25. She also finished 
fourth in the 5,000 with a 
time of 18:56.69. Rookie 
Tara Thornton paced 
sixth in the 800 at 2:27.19 
while classmate Victoria 
Carlini finished in sev-
enth at 2:28.83. Senior 
Erin McNulty posted one 
of her quickest times of 
the year in the mile with 
a time of 5:38.69 to finish 
sixth.  
 Freshman hurdler 
Mike Dreitlein took home 
bronze in the 60-meter 
hurdles for CUA with 
a time of 8.97 seconds. 
Senior Brandon Johnston 
qualified for the finals of 
the 60-meter dash and fin-
ished in sixth overall with 
a time of 7.37 seconds. 
Sprinters Derek Chapey 

(52.62) and Cosmo Pirozzi 
(52.73) finished in sixth 
and seventh respectively 
in the 400. Pirozzi also 
took home seventh in the 
800 with a time of 2:03.87
 In the field events, 
senior Dustin Vanella 
took seventh in the weight 
throw with 12.99 meters. 
Juniors Chadd Ziegler 
and Dillon Frawley fin-
ished second and third 
respectively. Ziegler 
cleared 4.40 meters while 
his classmate cleared 4.25 
meters.
 On the women’s side, 
junior Andrea Galeano 
won gold in the weight 
throw with a mark of 15.02 
meters. Senior Eileen 
McAlonan placed sixth 
in the long jump with a 
mark of 4.61 meters. 
 Catholic’s relay teams 
also had strong days 
in the final meet of the 
indoor season. The wom-
en’s distance medley 
team took home bronze 
with a time of 13:06.68. 
The men’s 4x400 team 
finished in second with 
a time of 3:29.75 while 
the 4x200 team’s time of 
1:35.45 earned it a bronze.

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

vs. Rosemont                     Sun., Mar. 4                  2:00 PM

vs. St. Vincent                    Mon., Mar. 5                  2:00 PM

vs. Emmanuel                    Mon., Mar. 5                  4:30 PM

vs. Roanoke.                   Wed., Mar. 7                  3:00 PM

vs. Ohio Northern             Thur., Mar. 8                  10:00 AM

vs. Hampden-Sydney          Thurs., Mar. 8                12:00 PM

vs. Lebanon Valley          Thur., Mar. 8                  2:00 PM
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Globe Trotters: 
Living in a Land Down Under - Melbourne 

By Victoria Kirkman ‘20

Last week, I awoke to the 
sound of a shriek.  My friend 
had found a cockroach crawl-
ing in her bag.  We were wak-
ing up before the sun in a 
hostel room that felt like sum-
mer camp.  Bunk beds, no air 
conditioning, or “air con” as 
they say down here, and of 
course, plenty of bugs.  This is 
Australia after all.

We grabbed our waters 
and sunscreen (can’t be too 
cautious living under the hole 
in the ozone) and set off for 
the 3.6 kilometer (that’s 2.2 
miles) trek to the Cape Byron 
Lighthouse.  For part of the 
hike, we walked along the 
ocean that was already popu-
lated with a multitude of surf-
ers ranging in age from young 
kids to grandparents.  Hot, 
tired, and dripping in sweat 
after an hour of walking, we 
reached our destination.  One 
of my friends called it heav-
enly.  The sky was splashed 
with pink, the early morning 
sunlight was peeking through 
the clouds and reflecting off 

the ocean.  The clear blue 
water was crashing over the 
jagged rocks at the base of the 
cliffs behind the lighthouse, 
and pods of dolphins leapt 
through the waves as if to 
greet us.  It was like some-
thing out of a dream.

Later that day, we got to try 
surfing for ourselves, an expe-
rience that caused my respect 
for those early morning surf-
ers to multiply immensely.  
The rough ocean conditions 
due to the cyclone brewing 
offshore definitely had noth-
ing to do with it.  Throughout 
the rest of the week, we vis-
ited several other cities along 
the coast of Western Australia, 
met people from around the 
world, held koalas, fed kan-
garoos, swam with sea turtles, 
sledded down sand dunes, 
and kayaked above ship-
wrecks.  Now we are back in 
Melbourne preparing for our 
first week of class.  The semes-
ter is just beginning, and I 
can’t wait for the adventures 
to come.

Courtesy of ViCtoria KirKman  

Catholic sophomore Victoria Kirkman takes a moment with a koala during her 
study abroad experience in australia.

Top Tweets
“Things I love about #cua - I 

can eat lunch and simultane-
ously overhear conversations 
about the Olympics and the 
role of Humane Vitae in the 
present day #catholicU”  

- Joe Basalla
@NotJoeCheese17

“Winter sunset, spring buds 
#Brookland #CUA” 

- David Miller                ----->
@themilman

Want to be a part of a community 
that values writing skills and cares 
about what’s happening at CUA?

Come join The Tower
Sunday at 7PM in Pryz 103!


