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Those with a passion for Southern decorative arts, Southern history, Southern culture, or 

information on the South’s role in the colonization and formation of our Country as told through its 

material culture, received an important gift this past Christmas.  Our friends at MESDA, the 

Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts, chose the season of giving to unveil the much-

anticipated addition to their growing online services, the MESDA Object Database.  What before 

involved a journey to Winston-Salem and hours perusing through voluminous files by hand is now 

available at the touch of a finger.  The following article is just one example of the importance of 

computer access to these priceless cultural records.  Whether searching for a specific object, 

scrolling for a certain object form, or exploring an object’s region of origin, gifts await.  This story 

began while researching a desk and bookcase that had been acquired by a noted northeastern North 

Carolina house museum through the examination of the 184 entries in the MESDA database under 

the heading “North Carolina desks”.  The eye was drawn to a totally unrelated, but intriguing, 

example entitled “DESK, Mixon, Jeremiah/attributed, Chowan County, North Carolina, 1795-1800” 

(Fig. 1, Jeremiah Mixson desk).1  A new journey had begun.  



  
Figure 1 

The MESDA file documenting the desk attributed to Jeremiah Mixson contains a wealth of 

information.  The desk previously was owned by noted collector and dealer Jim Craig of Raleigh.  It 

was purchased next by A. Fairfax Antiques in Charleston, who sold it to a private collector, where 

the desk currently resides.  The files also contain detailed photographs of the desk.  A brief history 

of Mixon, usually spelled Mixson, is contained in John Bivins' work, The Furniture of Coastal 

North Carolina 1700-1820.2 



 

As is usually the case, some restoration was necessary to return the desk to its former glory.  It was 

during this work by restoration expert Russell Buskirk that the initials “JM” were discovered, 

leading to its attribution in the MESDA file to Chowan County’s Jeremiah Mixson.  The MESDA 

file noted the initials were found on an “Interior divider, JM in pencil”.  Even with these directions, 

the initials proved difficult to find.  They were eventually located on top of the board supporting the 

proper left, lower interior drawer. The initials’ location well in from the front edge of the case in 

this narrow opening demonstrates they had to have been placed on the board before it was inserted 

into the case, so they were undoubtedly placed there by someone constructing the desk.  Their 

location is not where one would expect to find a construction mark.  They are certainly not readily 

viewable by the public, as initials placed on the back of the case or under a drawer bottom would 

be.  The initials “JM” simply document an artisan’s pride in his work product. 

 

As is often the case, it is difficult, if not impossible, to photograph words, letters, numbers, and 

other marks, such as construction marks, on a 200-plus-year-old piece of furniture.   We have 

therefore created an enhancement of the initials found on the interior drawer support of the Mixson 

desk to illustrate what can been seen with the human eye (Fig. 2, JM initials on Mixson desk with 

enhancement of initials below). 



    
Figure 2 

A close examination of the initials on the desk and of local estate records offers further evidence 

concerning the initials and solidifies MEDSA’s attribution of the desk to Jeremiah Mixson.  Mixson 

served as guardian for his own children in 1812 concerning their inheritance from Thomas Miers.3 

In that capacity, he signed his name numerous times to court documents.  During the 1820s, he also 

served as guardian for Mary and Richard R Haughton, the orphans of Henry Haughton.4  The 

Chowan County Loose Estate Records of these two estates, housed in the North Carolina Office of 

Archives and History, and available to the public on the Family Search website, contain a number 

of documents signed by Mixson recording payments made for the benefit of these children.  The 

signature Mixson consistently used for these documents consists of his first initial “J” followed by 

his last name, “Mixson”.  His “J” has an almost ninety-degree break, or bend, between the top of the 



“J” and the long thin tail of the “J”.  His “M” in Mixson contains sharp points and ends with a curl.  

The “M” is not attached to the rest of the word “Mixson” (Fig. 3, Mixson signatures) (Fig. 4, Close-

up of Mixson signature).  The initials “JM” found on the Chowan County desk contain these same 

features and are a match for Jeremiah Mixson’s handwriting preserved in court documents.  

Additional distinctive features found in Mixson’s signature on the court documents are that the “J” 

and the “M” are connected, and that a comma-like mark was placed on the continuation of the “J” 

joining the letters “J” and “M” in all known examples (See Figs. 3 and 4).  It has been suggested 

that the comma-like mark was meant to represent a period, or punctuation mark, after the “J”, as 

would be appropriate after a letter representing an individual’s first name when followed by his 

written last name.  As can be seen in Figure 2, this same unusual comma-like mark is present after 

the “J” on the line joining it to the “M” written on the desk’s interior drawer support, offering 

definitive evidence that the initials on the desk were in fact written by cabinetmaker, Jeremiah 

Mixson. 



 
Figure 3 



 
Figure 4 

 

Jeremiah Mixson was born in 1771.  He was the son of Jeremiah Mixson, Sr. and his wife, Hannah.  

Mixson, Sr. served as a soldier in the American Revolution.  On April 6, 1781, the Edenton District 

Board of Auditors issued a pay voucher noting his service in the amount of 1,695 pounds.5  Also in 

1781, Mixson, Sr. was serving as Edenton’s town crier.  He brought news that British forces were 

moving south from Suffolk, Va., intent on seizing Edenton.6  The majority of Edenton’s population 

fled by “boat, skiff, and barge” to points west, mostly to Bertie County, only to return when the 

threat failed to materialize.  Mixson, Sr. was not alone in his belief that Edenton was in imminent 

danger.  General Nathaniel Greene, writing from his headquarters in South Carolina on April 11, 

1781, ordered that “a large number of fine, heavy cannon” then stored in Edenton should be moved 

to safety.  These guns were North Carolina’s share of “good Swedish iron” purchased earlier in the 

war by a commission led by Benjamin Franklin.  Too heavy to move inland on short notice, the 

guns were “thrown into a river near Edenton to prevent their capture”.7  They were recovered after 

the war, and three continue to stand guard at the Edenton waterfront. 

 



There is no known record of the cabinetmaker’s father purchasing land before 1781.  On February 

23, 1781, Mixson, Sr. purchased 50 acres from Joseph Creecy.8  On August 20, 1781, he purchased 

an additional 14 acres from Jonathan Haughton.9  Both of these tracts bordered lands of members of 

the Ming family.  The Chowan County Tax List of 1782 lists 96 ¾ acres in Mixson’s name.10  The 

additional 32 ¾ acres may have been inherited by Mixson or by his wife.  These additional acres 

were not included in the 1790 Chowan County Tax List, which reflects Mixson’s estate containing 

63 ½ acres in Captain Creecy’s district, the approximate number of acres purchased in 1781.11  In 

his will dated September 29, 1781, Mixson, Sr. left all his land to his only listed son, Jeremiah 

Mixson, Jr.  His will also lists his daughter, Mary, who was an adult at the time, as she was listed as 

an executor.  The will states that one acre was excepted for the use of the meeting house.  This 

refers to the Yeopim Baptist Meeting House located five miles east of Edenton on the old road from 

Edenton to Hertford.  The Ming family also lived in this area of Chowan County.  The will also 

states that his son was to be “kept in school until he is 14 years old, then bound to that trade that he 

shows most inclination”.12   

 

An inventory taken after the death of Jeremiah Mixson, Sr. shows that his son, the future 

cabinetmaker, grew up in the comfortable home of a middling Chowan County farmer.  At the time 

of his death, sometime between January 1783, and August 1784, Mixson, Sr. had five horses, eleven 

cattle, nineteen sheep, thirty-three hogs and seventeen pigs.  His home was comfortably furnished 

with a walnut desk and table, various pieces of pine furniture, a case and bottles, also know as a 

cellaret, fifteen chairs, four feather beds, and some pewter dishes and plates.  He also possessed a 

parcel of shoemaking tools, six pairs of made shoes, various calfskins, and three shoe benches, 

identifying his vocation as a shoemaker.  After his father’s death, the cabinetmaker pursued a 

lawsuit against John Ming, whose land bordered his father’s 14-acre purchase of 1781, for payment 

of a bill for a number of pairs of shoes, as well as mending old shoes.13  Therefore, as a young man, 

Mixson, Jr. was undoubtedly exposed to the shoemaking trade by his father.  However, the trade for 

which he showed the “most inclination”, as phrased in his father’s will, was that of a cabinetmaker.    

 

In September 1785, 14-year-old Jeremiah Mixson was apprenticed to Jacob Butler of Edenton to 

learn the cabinetmaking trade.14  Butler was the son of Christopher Butler and his wife, Henrietta.  

Christopher died in the early 1750’s.  After his death, Henrietta remarried Samuel Dunscomb, a 



mariner.15  On February 2, 1779, Jacob Butler, identifying himself as a cabinetmaker, sold the 

plantation on which his father had lived.  The 519-acre tract was located “about 10 miles south of 

Edenton”.16  

 

At least one other known apprentice worked with Mixson in Jacob Butler’s cabinet shop.  In March 

1789, William Badham, age 15, was apprenticed to Butler to learn the cabinetmaker’s trade.  He 

was the son of William and Mary Badham.  The elder William owned a 670-acre plantation at the 

time of his death in 1781.  A second son, Myles Badham, age 15, was apprenticed on March 14, 

1792, to Edenton cabinetmaker Thomas Hankins.17  

 

Jacob’s wife, Elizabeth, had two previous husbands at the time of her third marriage to Jacob on 

December 18, 1755.  Her first husband was Thomas Haughton.  On February 23, 1760, Jacob and 

Elizabeth sold 200 acres of land Haughton had inherited from his father, William Haughton, to 

Thomas Burket.18  Elizabeth’s second husband was John Penrice.  John and Elizabeth had a son, 

also named John Penrice.  On March 2, 1773, the son, John Penrice, recorded a deed of gift in 

Chowan County “in consideration of the natural love and affection, also for the better maintenance, 

support, and livelihood of my well-beloved mother, Elizabeth Butler”.  He granted Elizabeth 

“during her live or widowhood” one third of his estate, including “one third part of my dwelling 

house, lands, orchard”.  The document continues and states that he, John Penrice, had “put my said 

well-beloved mother in full possession by delivering her one room at the time of the sealing and 

delivery of these presents”.  The “one room” is assumed to be a room in his dwelling house.19  This 

deed predates the sale by Butler of his father’s 519 acres by six years, so in 1773 Penrice’s mother 

should not have been in dire need.  It does not appear that Penrice was pleased with his mother’s 

choice to marry Butler.  

 

Jacob Butler wrote his last will and testament in 1789 and died shortly before December 14, 1789, 

the day his estate notes “cash paid a Negro digging the grave”.  Elizabeth is not listed so may have 

predeceased him.  There are also no children noted.  He left three feather beds and their furniture to 

his sister, Mary Pye.  His wearing apparel was devised to his half-brother, James Dunscomb, the 

son of Butler’s mother by her second husband, Samuel Dunscomb.  After Samuel’s death around 

1770, Butler was appointed as James’ guardian.  Butler’s will includes a bequest that all “materials 



belonging to the cabinetmaking business” be sold, with the proceeds divided among his heirs.  This 

included his supply of mahogany and walnut.  He also authorized the sale of “all the furniture that I 

have ready made”.20  While his shop undoubted serviced the specific furniture orders of his clients, 

Butler also maintained a ready-made stock of furniture for sale in his shop. 

 

Jacob Butler’s personal property was sold in Edenton on January 9, 1790.  The items sold offer a 

glimpse into the physical environment where Jeremiah Mixson trained and worked.  The sale 

included items used by Butler in his living quarters as well as the contents of his shop.  This 

information offers evidence of the wide variety of furniture forms being produced in Butler’s 

cabinet shop by Mixson and other shop workers.  Butler’s personal furniture included six walnut 

chairs and six mahogany chairs, probably of his own manufacture.  He possessed a walnut desk, 

bedstead, and square table.  His tea table was probably a round snap-table with an open box 

supporting the top rather than a birdcage.  A number of these tables were made in Edenton (Fig. 5, 

Edenton tea table).  He also possessed three pine chests, rather than walnut or mahogany examples, 

demonstrating that at his death Butler did not possess the wealth attained by fellow cabinetmakers 

such as Samuel Black and the Romboughs.21 



 
Figure 5 

 

Furniture hardware sold at Butler’s estate sale offers further evidence of the furniture forms Mixson 

would have been trained to produce.  Sixteen drawer locks would have been used on chests of 

drawers, desks, and writing tables.  One lot of desk-mounts, three desk locks, and “1 desk not 

finished” demonstrate Mixson’s exposure to the furniture form that is the subject of this article.  

Three drawer locks and twenty-seven escutcheons again could have served chests of drawers, desks, 

or tables.  One lot of coffin furniture speaks for itself and represents a mainstay of the cabinet trade 



of this period.  Blanket chests were made in Butler’s shop, as evidenced by six chest locks and two 

pairs of chest hinges.  Drop-leaf tables are represented by “6 pr table butts”.  There are no items to 

show Butler’s shop turned furniture or architectural elements, but six table locks and six spring-

bolts offer evidence that he was constructing tilt-top tables.  These tables most likely contained the 

open box supports so often found in Edenton and the surrounding area, probably with turned 

columns purchased by Butler from other Edenton cabinet shops.  The presence of two thousand 

brass nails, three thousand brads, and one lot of patterns found in Butler’s shop likely relate to chair 

production.  Add to these cabinetmaking supplies seven cupboard locks and a number of brass 

hinges, and a picture emerges of a diversified cabinet shop where Edenton’s citizens could furnish 

their homes with most everything in the furniture line.		Mixson	was	exposed	to	the	skills	needed	

to	produce	a	wide	variety	of	furniture	forms.   

 

Butler’s cabinet shop was well stocked with tools necessary to carry out his trade.  His estate lists 

four half-round files, twenty-three files, and a separate lot of files.  Also included were four gouges, 

three lots of chisels, twelve listed chisels, forty-one planes, nine hand saws, augers, a glue kettle, 

two mallets, oil stones, and a hammer.  One lot of scantling was included in the estate.  Several lots 

of walnut were in the shop loft, undoubtedly for drying.  Another lot of walnut was stored outside.       

 

There is no evidence in the estate that Butler owned real estate after he sold the 519 acres inherited 

from his father.  He did, however, own his cabinet shop, apparently placed on property rented by 

Butler.  On May 20, 1790, his estate documented “cash paid Mrs. Fuets, Ground rent for shop”.22   

Martha Fuets was the wife of mariner, Joseph Fuets, and the daughter of Chowan County planter 

John Vail.  There are no known records of any property in the town of Edenton that Martha and her 

husband purchased.  The Vail plantation on the Albemarle Sound that Martha and her siblings 

inherited from their father was sold in 1786, and no known town lots were inherited from John Vail.  

Mrs. Fuets therefore does not seem to have been the owner of the land where Butler’s shop was 

located, and she may have simply been picking up the rent for someone else.     

 

Although the location of Butler’s cabinet shop could not be determined, information is available 

detailing the fate of the building itself.  The January 9, 1790, Account of Sales of Butler’s estate 

documents the sale of “1 shop” to Dr. Rameke for twenty-seven pounds.  Dr. Fredrick Rameke 



relocated to Edenton by 1784, most likely from New York by way of New Bern.  The 1787 and 

1790 Chowan County Tax Lists for the Edenton District show Rameke with two lots.  These were 

“new plan”, or west of Broad Street, lots 201 and 202, both purchased in 1787.  These lots were 

located between Blount Street and Eden Alley, west of Granville Street.  These lots were not near 

Edenton’s business district, which at this time ran back from the waterfront along Broad Street and 

along King Street, which intersects Broad one street back from the water.  One writer has found 

information that in 1790, Dr. Rameke lived beside Captain Josiah Collins and maintained his 

doctor’s office on the property.  Captain Collins lived at the Homestead on Water Street, just east of 

its intersection with Broad Street.  Jacob Butler’s cabinet shop probably served as Rameke’s 

doctor’s office and was moved there from Butler’s rented business location, most likely from 

Edenton’s business district on either Broad or King Streets.  Rameke was a controversial figure in 

Edenton, and his life ended tragically.  He was an early proponent of vaccination to combat 

smallpox, which made him very unpopular with his Edenton neighbors.  The dispute escalated to 

the point that in 1798 Blake Baker, North Carolina’s Attorney General, presented an indictment 

alleging maintenance of a smallpox pest-house to the Edenton Grand Jury.  Not long afterwards, in 

late August or early September 1800, a dispute with Edenton merchant Samuel Butler, no close 

relation to Jacob, led the two men to engage in an illegal duel.  Butler was wounded in the leg.  

Rameke, apparently unharmed in the duel, returned to his office, most likely Jacob Butler’s former 

cabinet shop, and fired two pistols, apparently simultaneously, through his head, ending his life.23 

 

At the time of Jacob Butler’s death, Jeremiah Mixson had served over four years of his 

apprenticeship and was eighteen years of age.  From his purchases at Butler’s estate sale, Mixson 

appeared intent on opening his own cabinet shop, rather than continuing his apprenticeship with 

another master or joining another shop as a journeyman.  Mixson purchased one thousand brads, 

two lots of trumpery, seven molding planes, four additional planes, two handsaws, a lot of augers, 

and one of three available workbenches.  He was able to acquire these items while bidding against a 

number of established Edenton cabinetmakers, including William Rombough, Thomas Hankins, 

Ephraim Miller, Richard Ming, and Samuel Black’s son-in-law, William McDonald, although 

McDonald may have been a full-time merchant by this time.24   

 



After his purchases at Butler’s estate sale, Mixson was in the position to open his own cabinet shop.  

It is not known where he practiced his trade immediately after Butler’s death.  He could have 

worked in an established Edenton or Chowan County cabinet shop, or opened his own shop in 

Edenton or on land he inherited from his father.  As demonstrated by Jacob Butler’s work 

circumstances, lots were available in Edenton for rent, significantly lessening the expense of 

opening a shop for a young entrepreneur.  The Chowan County Tax List of 1790 does not list 

Mixson, but does include his father’s estate containing 63 ½ acres.  This was the land purchased in 

1781.  It was located in Captain Creecy’s tax district.25  Judging from the names included in the list 

of property owners, this district encompassed the current Yeopim township and was located just 

east of Edenton.  It was bordered by the Albemarle Sound to the south and southeast, and the 

Yeopim River and Perquimans County to the north and northeast.  The Chowan County Census of 

1790 does list Hannah Mixson, Jeremiah Jr.’s mother, as the head of a household living outside of 

Edenton.  The one free male over 16 years of age included in the household may have been 

Jeremiah, the cabinetmaker.  He is first listed individually in the Chowan County Tax List of 1793, 

when he was 22 years old.  He is listed in Captain Wilkin’s tax district, formerly Captain Creecy’s 

district, on the same land, now properly noted as 65 acres, purchased by his father and owned by his 

mother after his father’s death.  Mixson had undoubtedly practiced his trade since his purchases at 

Butler’s estate sale, whether in Edenton or on the land purchased by his father five miles east of 

Edenton on the old Edenton to Hertford Road.  By 1795, Mixson had sold the larger of the two 

tracts purchased by his father in 1781 and retained the smaller tract, now listed as 15 acres.  From 

this date until 1809, the Chowan County Tax Lists place Mixson on this same 15 acres.26  He may 

have practiced his trade on this property, although he still may have maintained a shop in Edenton.  

The second scenario is bolstered by the 1801 Chowan County Tax List, which lists Mixson in the 

town of Edenton.  No real property is listed, although he probably still owned the 15-acre tract.27 

Mixson’s cabinet trade apparently flourished.  By 1804, he had purchased three slaves.  On 

December 11, 1810, he purchased 196 acres very near the Baptist Meeting House.28  This purchase 

must have adjoined the 15-acre tract, and these two tracts comprised the 211 acres listed under 

Mixson’s name in Captain Haughton’s tax district, formerly Captain Wilken’s district, east of 

Edenton.  By this time, he owned 4 slaves.29  If he had not already done so, he had probably 

relocated his cabinet shop to this property by this time.  The December 1828 estate sale of his 

personal property on this land notes a lot of “timber under shop”.  He still resided on this property 



in 1814, now listed as 196 acres, indicating that he must have sold the 15-acre tract between 1810 

and 1814.30  On March 3, 1820, he purchased 131 acres in adjoining Perquimans County from 

Lemuel Long.31  On November 1, 1821, Mixson purchased 105 acres in Chowan County, the former 

property of Nathaniel Miller, increasing his holdings in Chowan to approximately 301 acres, valued 

at $1916.00 in 1826.  He also owned 10 slaves.32 

 

During the 1820s, Mixson developed a friendship with A. Bronson Alcott, famed teacher, writer, 

philosopher, and reformer.  As a young man, Alcott worked as a traveling salesman for The 

American South, selling books and merchandise.  On a sales trip in March 1823, he noted “good 

intercourse with the Friends (Quakers) in Chowan and Perquimans Counties”.  By this time, he had 

concluded “moral sentiment now supersedes peddling, clearly and finally”.  Shortly thereafter, 

Alcott became ill.  In May, he recorded that he was “ill with ague and fever at my friend Jeremiah 

Mixson’s near Edenton, N.C.”.  It was Alcott’s last trip as a salesman.  Upon his return to his native 

Connecticut, he embarked on his life’s calling as a teacher, abolitionist, woman’s rights advocate, 

and transcendentalist.33 

 

As Mixson’s wealth grew, so did his standing in the community.  He represented Chowan County in 

the North Carolina House of Commons in 1816 and 1817.  For a number of years, he served as a 

Chowan County Magistrate.  Mixson married Elizabeth Wilder on November 26, 1796, and was 

survived by seven children, two boys and five girls, at his death in 1828.  His passing elicited the 

following announcement in the Edenton Gazette; “DIED, At his residence in this county, on Sunday 

morning last, after a lingering illness, Jeremiah Mixson, Esq., one of the oldest and most respected 

inhabitants of this county.  Mr. Mixson has been for many years an active magistrate; several times 

a member of the Assembly, and his death may be seen as a public calamity.”34   

 

Mixson maintained his cabinet trade until his death in 1828.  In the early years, he probably 

maintained a small shop in Edenton, where the desk in question was likely constructed.  His 

cabinetwork allowed him to acquire wealth and land, and from the 1810s, he probably focused more 

attention on farming.  His sons and at least some of his slaves most likely were trained in the 

cabinet trade and were available to assist him in the shop.  In 1809, Mixson built a coffin for a 

member of his wife’s family.  In April 1810, he supplied the same family with an umbrella staff, but 



in later life, Mixson probably saw himself more as a planter and farmer.  At his death, he had on 

hand 21 bushels of peas, 20 bushels of oats, 11 bushels of wheat, and 100 barrels of corn.35 

 

Jeremiah Mixson’s second son, Charles Mixson, born in 1803 or 1804, inherited the plantation 

where Jeremiah had resided.  He therefore also inherited the cabinet shop, and based on his 

purchases at his father’s 1828 estate auction, Charles seemed intent on continuing the 

cabinetmaking business.  In 1825, Charles married Mary Ann Raynor, the daughter of Bertie 

County planter, Miles Raynor, and his wife, Celia.  Miles Raynor’s brothers, Elijah and Enoch, 

were also cabinetmakers.  Judging from the order sold items were recorded, Jeremiah Mixson’s 

December 1828 estate sale began in the main house, then livestock was sold, thence the sale 

progressed to the cabinet shop.  There, Charles purchased one lot of planes, 12 additional planes, 

five lots of trumpery or groupings of various cabinetmaking items of lesser value, two lots of 

augers, two axes, one lot of chisels, one lathe and tools, three pit saws, one work bench, one hand 

vise, one lot of molds, one lot of walnut plank, one lot of poplar plank, another lot of plank, one lot 

of timber under the cabinet shop, another lot of timber, three sills, 568 feet of thick plank, and a saw 

bench.  The timber present in Jeremiah Mixson’s cabinet shop at the time of his death, especially 

the three sills, demonstrates that he, like a number of rural cabinetmakers, including Bertie County’s 

William Seay, was constructing buildings in addition to furniture.  Although Charles purchased all 

the tools and raw materials necessary to continue his father’s trade, other individuals also purchased 

items from Jeremiah Mixson’s cabinet shop.  Son-in-law, Robert Bartee, husband of his daughter 

Martha, purchased a hand saw.  John W. Littlefield purchased two axes, one oil stone for 

sharpening tools, two panel saws, 12 planes, one lot of chisels, one lot of augers, two glue pots, and 

281 feet of plank.  Thomas Ward also purchased one lot of plank.  William C. Roberts bought three 

lots of planes, one lot of gouges, one lot of files and rasps, and one compass saw, a narrow blade 

saw used for making curved cuts in wood.  John Cox, who later purchased Albania Plantation west 

of Edenton, purchased five planes, one plough plane, one saw and hammer, one molding plane, and 

one lot of chisels.  Samuel Rea purchased 531 feet of weatherboard and one lot of glass.  The 

weatherboard, or siding for a building, offers further proof that Jeremiah Mixson was engaged in 

house joining as well as cabinetmaking, as does the carpenter’s adz purchased by Charles Creecy.  

Edenton cabinetmaker, Thomas Fleury, took the opportunity of Jeremiah Mixson’s estate sale to 

purchase tools for use in his newly opened Edenton cabinet shop.  Fleury announced in the January 



13, 1829, edition of the Edenton Gazette that he had “taken as a Work-Shop, the house near Mrs. 

Gardner’s Tavern, at the corner of Eden-Alley, lately occupied as a Printing Office”.  His purchases 

at Mixson’s estate sale included eight planes, two lots of chisels, three lots of trumpery, two saws, 

one drawing knife, one diamond for cutting glass panes, one hand vise, four pounds of glue, one lot 

of moldings, one lot of hinges, and one lot of castors.36   

 

Jeremiah Mixson’s estate sale demonstrates that he resided in a well-furnished house containing 

furniture he probably created.  Charles purchased a number of items at the sale that undoubtedly 

remained in the house he inherited.  His purchases included two dining tables, a desk and bookcase, 

a buffet, three arm chairs, two sets of six chairs, six flag-bottom chairs, two looking glasses, and 

one “bed and sted”.  Totaling the cost of furniture and household supplies, farming implements, 

kitchen furniture and utilities, and the well-stocked cabinet shop that Charles purchased, he spent 

over $800.00.  At his death, Jeremiah Mixson’s home also contained a sideboard, a chest, five other 

beds and hangings, six Windsor chairs, several tables, and a cellaret.  Other estate auction attendees 

purchased these items.    

 

Charles Mixson’s spending did not stop at his father’s estate auction.  He also purchased land.  

Charles eventually owned a 600-acre farm and fishery at Drummond Point, 220 and 400-acre tracts 

between Edenton and the Baptist Meeting House, the plantation inherited from his father, and a 

number of lots in Edenton.  Charles suffered financial setbacks by 1833, when he was forced to 

mortgage a number of his holdings to secure a debt.37  He was able to save some of these mortgaged 

tracts, but his financial woes continued, undoubtedly heightened by the Panic of 1837.  He 

eventually was forced to mortgage the 300-acre tract he inherited from his father.38  From these 

documents we are able to determine the location of this tract and therefore pinpoint the location of 

Jeremiah Mixson’s plantation as well as the location of his cabinet shop after it was probably 

relocated out of Edenton.  Mixson’s plantation and shop were located on the west side of the old 

road from Edenton to Hertford, now called Yeopim Road, across from the Baptist Meeting House.  

During Charles’ ownership, it was bounded on the south and west by Holly Grove Plantation, 

owned by Anne Blount and Elizabeth (Blount) Littlejohn.  They inherited the tract from their 

grandfather, Josiah Collins.  Jeremiah Mixson’s plantation was bounded on the north by the 



property of William Bembury.  Figure 6 shows the location of the Mixson property and cabinet 

shop.  

 
Figure 6 

 

The Mixson desk was constructed with walnut primary wood (Fig. 7, Mixson desk).  The wood 

chosen for the case drawer fronts is highly figured.  Fluted quarter columns enhance the desk’s front 

corners.  The flutes are not radiused at the tops and bottoms of the quarter columns.  Rather, they 

terminate flush with flat surfaces that extend above the bases and below the capitols (Fig. 8, Capitol 

of quarter column of Fig. 7) (Fig. 9, Base of quarter column of Fig. 7).  This treatment is identical to 

that found on the quarter columns of desks constructed by Thomas White between 1756 and 1766 in 

or very near Hertford in neighboring Perquimans County (See Bivins, Fig. 5.118h).  This influence 

on Mixson’s work should come as no surprise considering that Hertford is merely 14 miles from the 

land initially purchased by Mixson’s father in 1781, as well as the site of Mixson’s plantation and 

cabinet shop. 



  
Figure 7 



       
Figure 8                                                                   Figure 9 

The quality of the woods chosen for the desk’s exterior is equaled by the attention to detail show in 

the case construction.  The skirt and feet are backed by contiguous, shaped blocks running from one 

rear foot support, below the case front and sides, and ending at the other rear foot support (Fig. 10, 

Base supports of Fig. 7).  Individual blocks were used to allow for seasonal expansion and 

contraction of the wood to prevent splitting.  The feet also are supported by vertical blocks. 

   
Figure 10 

 

Shaped blocks also strengthen the point where the case sides meet the corner posts that contain the 

quarter columns (Fig. 11, Block supports of case of Fig. 7). 



   
Figure 11 



 

Half-thickness, full-depth dustboards, set in dados run in the case sides, support the case drawers.  

Alternating spaced, shaped blocks and small wedges secure the dustboards (Fig. 12, Dustboards and 

dustboard supports of Fig. 7).  

  
Figure 12 

 

Half-thickness dustboards secured by wedges or strips of wood are an urban feature found on high-

quality Norfolk cabinetry after Norfolk rose from the ashes following the American Revolution.  A 

Norfolk desk in the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Collection built during the same period as 

the Mixson desk contains “drawer blades backed by dustboards wedged into dados from below with 

contiguous blocks” (See Hurst, pp. 363-366).39  A mahogany desk with a recovery history in the 

Pamlico region of eastern North Carolina, but probably originating in the Edenton area, contains 

half-thickness dustboards supported by small, spaced wedges (See Bivins, Fig. 6.92c).40  The 

wedges used are shaped almost identically to those used on the Mixson desk, but the combination of 

small wedges alternating with shaped blocks found on the Mixson desk is highly unusual. 

 

 

 



The Mixson desk’s case drawers feature very precise, narrow dovetails, slightly longer in the front 

than the rear, to secure the drawer fronts and backs to the drawer sides (Fig. 13, Case drawer 

dovetails of Fig. 7). This precise construction is again an urban feature indicative of Norfolk work.  

 

 

  

 
Figure 13 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The drawer bottoms are supported by spaced, shaped blocks set along the lower edge of the drawer 

fronts and sides, another Norfolk feature (Fig. 14, Case drawer bottom of Fig. 7). 



 
Figure 14 



Also, in the bottom right of Figure 14, note yet another Norfolk detail, the 45-degree, mitered saw 

kerf of the last glue block.  Yellow pine is used in all secondary positions in the case and case 

drawer construction.  Horizontal yellow-pine boards set and nailed in rabbets run along the back 

edge of the case top and sides and flush nailed to the back edge of the case bottom form the case 

back.   

 

Burl walnut was used as the primary wood to construct the desk interior (Fig. 15, Desk interior of 

Fig. 7). Double astragals run on drawer surrounds are another trait derived from Norfolk work.   

 
Figure 15 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The prospect door opens to reveal four prospect drawers, each with a burl walnut front (Fig. 16, 

Prospect drawers of Fig. 7). 

 
Figure 16 

 

 

The center of the prospect door is arched and contains a stylized, carved shell, reminiscent of 

Thomas White’s earlier work (Fig. 17, Prospect door of Fig. 7) (See Bivins, Fig. 5.118c).  This 

feature appears on a number of Perquimans County desks from White’s time to the 1810s.41  



 
Figure 17 

 

 

 

The desk’s interior drawers are constructed with very small, well-formed dovetails, and their 

bottoms are slightly beveled, set in dadoes run in the drawer fronts and sides, and flush nailed to the 

drawer backs (Fig 18, Interior drawer dovetails of Fig. 7).   



  
Figure 18 

 

All secondary wood used to construct the interior drawers and drawer supports is cypress, and the 

desk is so well made and tightly constructed, the distinctive cypress smell is still very much evident 

when the fall board is opened.    

 

The MESDA Object Database contains many other treasures like the Jeremiah Mixson desk.  

Mixson’s desk is an example of the craftsmanship displayed by Edenton cabinetmakers from the 

second quarter of the 18th century through the first quarter of the 19th century.  It also stands for the 

continued influence Norfolk wielded over the Albemarle region following its rebirth after the 

American Revolution.  After the war, a new generation of British, especially Scottish, craftsmen 

immigrated to urban centers along the east coast of the former colonies.  Like Isaac Coleman’s press 

with secretary drawer and bookcase, constructed, signed, and dated in nearby Nixonton in 

Pasquotank County in 1809, the Jeremiah Mixson desk could easily be mistaken for a Norfolk 

product.42  Hopefully, the distinctive construction features of this desk will lead to the discovery of 

other examples of Mixson’s craft and other examples of work by Edenton cabinetmakers of the 

early Federal period. 

 



Note:  Figures 3 and 4 “Courtesy of the North Carolina Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, 

North Carolina”. 
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