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On this, the 10th International Day of the Volunteer, Canada has a lot to be proud of.

Today, we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the International Day of the Volunteer. At the United Nations
headquarters, and in communities across Canada and around the world, we will reflect on, and review, the
achievements of this decade of UN Volunteers. Reviewing progress and gauging results is a task that has begun,
and will continue, in every corner of the world. It is clear that this past decade has placed volunteering firmly in
the spotlight, enhancing the global visibility of volunteers and their actions to build a better world.

Related: Why a Name Goes a Long Way

Volunteering has evolved over the years. In Canada, the field that was once associated with direct service
delivery and white middle-class university graduates has gradually transformed into one that reflects the mosaic
of the Canadian population. Canadians of diverse cultural, economic, and professional backgrounds are now
participating in a wide spectrum of volunteering activities in such fields as agriculture and food security, public
health and sanitation, water and resources management, education and public health services, and engineering
and capacity building across a variety of organizational settings. More and more Métis, First Nations, and Inuit
youth, in particular, are involved in volunteer programs, and new Canadians from diverse cultural communities
have opportunities to participate in national and international volunteering. The added value of their expertise
and worldview, and the leadership roles they play, are changing the face of volunteering in Canada.

Also playing a key role in volunteering today are youth, who
are excited to become informed and engaged global citizens,
and are eager to contribute their energy, skills, and motivation
to improving the world around them. For instance, some
members of this tech-savvy generation are contributing to
e-learning and development programs, sharing ideas and
expertise with people in remote parts of the world.

Canadians collectively spend billions of hours volunteering
each year, both within Canada and internationally. This is not
only a testament to the good nature of our citizens, but also
demonstrates the value of such activities for volunteers. A
culture of volunteering promotes respect, reciprocity, integrity, and accountability. It creates social ties, builds
long-term friendships, and reinforces a sense of community and a desire to contribute to the betterment of
society. Volunteering has also become an integral component of educational and job-training programs. A
growing number of people, especially youth, are turning to volunteering as a means to acquire a variety of
concrete skills sought by Canadian employers, such as leadership, problem-solving, adaptability, listening, and
intercultural communication skills.



intercultural communication skills.

Perhaps most importantly, volunteers around the world are contributing to the achievement of the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals. Many Canadians, for instance, are working alongside the poor and
marginalized to build homes and schools, teach languages and skills, and provide community health care – and
these are only some examples of how Canadian volunteers are contributing to the establishment of just,
harmonious, and sustainable communities.

Related: Volunteer For Yourself and Others

After volunteering abroad, many Canadians are anxious for opportunities to share their experiences, and to
recruit a new generation of volunteers who will continue their work. In their own lives, we see them make
changes to their lifestyle – adopting more inclusive attitudes, demonstrating greater empathy to those who are in
need, and becoming leaders in their communities. This is the power and promise of volunteering. We give and
we are enriched, we contribute time and skills and we learn more, we share knowledge and we all become
empowered.

While government support for volunteering varies around the world, there has been a significant increase in the
implementation of policies that seek to support volunteering, stimulating greater participation in local
development initiatives. This includes the creation of youth ministries, the celebration of volunteering through
awards that support community-based initiatives, and the increased effort to build international partnerships
focused on stimulating investment in community initiatives driven by volunteers. These, and other, efforts are
ways of furthering our investment in the outstanding achievements of volunteers, and supporting the
contributions they make to development on local, national, and international scales.

On this, the 10th International Day of the Volunteer, Canada has a lot to be proud of, and a lot to look forward to.
While the decade is coming to a close, volunteers will continue their commitment to making significant, tangible
contributions to the betterment of our world.
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