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Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 

The main purpose of the ABATE organization is to 
work toward continued freedom of the road by insur-
ing that motorcyclist’s point of view is presented to 
our legislators and to promote motorcycle safety, 
rider education and public awareness. We are trying 
to alleviate the very real possibility of ―Big Brother 
Government‖. We encourage all our members to be 
informed registered voters. We write letters to our 
elected officials and stay aware of what is going on 
with motorcycle legislation, and other transportation 
issues. We welcome interested parties to any of our 
activities or to join our organization. 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual contributors alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Long island ABATE board and it’s members. 

MAILING ADDRESS 

P.O. BOX 22 
YAPHANK, NY 11980 

Long Island ABATE 

ABATE HOTLINE 

1-888-LIABATE 

Call the ABATE HOTLINE anytime 
for any info or to contact any officer 

Long Island ABATE encourages all members to submit let-

ters, articles or cartoons they feel may be of interest to fellow 

ABATE members. Long island ABATE supports the rights of 

ALL motorcyclists, Long Island ABATE does not endorse any 

products or services other than its own. 

All articles and photo’s within 
the contents of this newslet-
ter and our website are the 
property of Long Island 

ABATE. You may not use 

them without the express 
written consent of the news-
letter editor, webmaster or 

the Long Island ABATE 

board. 



 

Hello Long Island ABATE Members, 
 
 I Hope all are well. As you almost all know our Awareness Run was postponed due to weather. We are try-
ing to reschedule this event. Everyone will be notified via email and or social media.  
Can you say Bike Nights? We have teamed up with Frogzz Saloon and Road Captain in Ronkonkoma as 
well as Mayhem Radio in Nassau and Suffolk and a few others locally on Wednesday nights PM for more 
details, And Red River on Thursday nights ,Keep an eye on Facebook as to where we will be. Hope to see 
you out there. 
Handbooks and New lawn signs are here!! The handbooks have a centerfold with all the motorcycle events 
in it as well as a list of preferred vendors and supporter advertisements. Pick up location are throughout 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. In Nassau you can pick them up at First Manufacturing in Freeport as well as 
Nassau Harley. In Suffolk you can pick them up at Frogzz in Ronkonkoma, Twisted Cycle in Medford, 
Chaos Cycle in Shirley, and Red River in Yaphank. We will also have them at Bike Nights as well as other 
events we attend and if that doesn’t work message us and we will get them to you. Once we have meet-
ings, they will be available there too. 
Meetings, we have a few possible locations we are still working on. We should be able to have one this 
month if all goes well, Once the details are worked out everyone will be notified. I like most of you can’t wait 
to get together. 
May is Motorcycle Awareness month. Our job is to make Everyone aware, not just motorist in cars and 
trucks. We must become more aware ourselves. Aware of our machines, our surroundings (traffic, road 
conditions etc.) and our Abilities. We are more responsible for our safety then we realize. With that being 
said we should all take a few minutes and assess our machines, check all the basics T-CLOCS T-Tires, 
wheels and brakes. C-Controls, handlebars, levers, pedals, cables, hoses, and throttle. L- Lights & Elec-
trics, lights, battery, switches, wiring and mirrors. O-Oil and other fluids, levels, and leaks. C-Chassis, 
frame, suspension, chain or belt, and fasteners. S-Stands, center stand and side stand. If you do not know 
how ask someone or bring it to a shop. After our machines are road worthy, we should assess our abilities. 
As good as we think we are there is always room for improvement. Whether it is a basic rider course or an 
advanced class you can always learn something and apply it. Most schools in the area will give a discount 
to ABATE members. 
Long Island ABATE is always looking for volunteers and their input to better the organization. Anyone who 
has any ideas please reach out to a board member. Volunteers are needed for booths as well as other ar-
eas within the organization if anyone is interested feel free to reach out to us 
Ride Safe, Be Careful and Have Fun 
 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Ride Safe, Be Careful and Have Fun 

Chris Beckhans, President of Long Island ABATE 
chrisliabate@gmail.com 
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 My boss told me to have a good day.  So I 
went home. 
 
 A woman walks into a library and asked if 
they had any books about paranoia.  The librar-
ian says, ―They’re right behind you!‖ 
 
 My wife told me I had to stop acting like a 
flamingo.  So I had to put my foot down. 
 
 I couldn’t figure out why the baseball kept 
getting larger.  Then it hit me. 
 
 Where do you find a cow with no legs?  
Right where you left it. 
 
 Why wouldn’t the shrimp share his treasure?  
Because he was a little shellfish. 
 
 Two cows are standing in a field.  One cow 
says, ―Did you hear about that outbreak of mad 
cow disease?  It makes cows go completely in-
sane!‖  The other cow replies, ―Good thing I’m a 
helicopter.‖ 
 
 Did you hear about the kidnapping in the 
park?  They woke him up. 
 
 I think I would like a job cleaning mirrors.  
That’s something I can see myself doing. 
 
 I took the shell off my racing snail thinking it 
would make him go faster.  If anything, it made 
him more sluggish. 
 
 Just remember – you’re never completely 
useless.  You can always serve as a bad exam-
ple! 
 
 Never criticize someone until you have 
walked a mile in their shoes. That way, when 
you criticize them, you'll be a mile away, and 
you'll have their shoes. 
 
 What's the difference between a hippo and a 
zippo? One is really heavy, and the other is a 
little lighter. 
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On April 9, 2021 the motorcycle community lost one of our beloved mem-
bers. Karen Wirth left this world to reunite with her husband Kenny whose 
death preceded hers by almost a year to the date. Karen Wirth and her 
husband Kenny had been active Long Island ABATE members for 6 years. 
If you were a new member attending a meeting or event for the first time it 
was probably Karen who was welcoming you to the family. She always 
went out of her way to make everyone feel welcome and included. Karen 
served on the committee that assisted with the disbursement of checks 
raised through the yearly Veterans Appreciation Run. Another one of 
Karen’s projects was coming up with the idea and producing the Look For 
Motorcycle books to encourage young children to look for motorcycles 
while in the car with their family. Inside the booklets they could write down 
the manufacturer and color of the bike as well as if it had one rider or two. 
Her thought was that if we can teach young children to see motorcycles on 

the road while they are passengers in vehicles then they would in turn be more aware of bikes on the road 
as drivers.  
   Karen was also a member of the Patriot Guard Riders for over eleven years. She along with her husband 
Kenny stood more missions than anyone could count. They were part of 
the group often referred to as the ―Usual Suspects‖. It didn’t matter the 
weather you could always count on Karen and Kenny to be there to 
honor that Veteran, often a half an hour before the mission required you 
to be there because in Kenny’s mind a half an hour early is ON TIME. I 
remember attending my first Patriot Guard mission unsure if I was even 
going to stay and return for another mission as I did not know anyone 
nor did I ride a motorcycle which is not a requirement however the ma-
jority of members ride. Sitting at a table having lunch with my children 
Karen and Kenny walked over to us and introduced themselves asking 
why are we seated alone? I responded by saying I didn’t know anyone here and with that they both intro-
duced themselves and asked if they could join us. From that day forward a friendship was formed. A few 
years into Karen’s time with the PGR she was named a Ride Captain. Karen’s main responsibility was the 
Welcome Homes at Macarthur Airport for our service men and woman returning from deployments. As we 
stood for less and less welcome homes as the troops deployed became less in numbers Karen would Ride 
Captain other Patriot Guard missions as well. Karen was old school. She had no problem pointing out to 
you if you were not acting in a professional manner. That flag line is the most recognized symbol of the Pa-
triot Guard and she ensured it was ship shape. She also enjoyed our monthly HOTH (Help On The Home 
front) visits to the Northport VA where we would spend a couple hours with the Veteran’s residing there and 
play some bingo and celebrate whosever birthday it was that month. 
   Karen’s work honoring Veterans was not just limited to her Patriot Guard missions. She had made up 
these cards similar to a business card. Cards were double sided on one side was our American Flag and 
on the other it said Thank You for Your Service. She carried these cards everywhere she went. If she 
would see a man or woman wearing a hat or another form of clothing indicating they were a Veteran she’d 
approach them, thank them for their service and hand them one of the cards she made up. Many of times 
we were out at lunch and while eating she’d see a Veteran enter or already seated and stop eating her 
meal, get up and walk over and hand them a card and say thank you. 
   Karen and Kenny were like everyone’s role model. If you followed their example you were a better person 
for it. They loved and supported you unconditionally. If you ever needed anything you could count on them 
to be there. Karen also gave the best hugs. If you have ever been hugged by Karen as I’m sure many of 
you have you know exactly what I mean.  In closing I ask you to do me one favor. If you are ever out and 
about and you see a total stranger who is a Veteran, please stop what you are doing and approach that 
person and say thank you. I know if you do Karen will be up there in heaven smiling from ear to ear and her 
legacy will live on. I will miss you Karen Wirth however I take solace in the fact that you are reunited with 
your soul mate Kenny in Heaven riding free 
                                                                  John “Smiley” Fenech 

                                                                 Proud ABATE member 



Long Island ABATE Does Not Endorse Any Advertiser or Product In This Publication 



 
New from the Big Apple Motorcycle School!  

 
Join us for a FREE webinar for new and prospec-
tive riders. This seminar is geared to people inter-
ested in learning how to ride. We’ll go over the 
different types of courses, bikes and gear and de-
scribe what’s involved in becoming a licensed 
motorcyclist. We’ll answer your questions and of-
fer tips and suggestions on how to get the most 
out of your training. Whether you have little or no 
experience or have ridden in the past and want to 
get back into riding, this seminar is a great way to 
jump start your journey! All seminars are FREE 
and will be held virtually using GoToWebinar.  

Pre-registration is required. 
 

Please register here for our FREE seminar. 
 
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/
seminars/new-rider-seminar/ 
 
They will be available every month on the first 
Thursday.  
 
All registration is FREE and available online! 

https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/seminars/new-rider-seminar/
https://bigapplemotorcycleschool.com/2019/seminars/new-rider-seminar/
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Wearable Air Bags Save Lives 
 
Car air bags have proven their usefulness time and 
time again. From 1987 to 2015, frontal air bags saved 
nearly 45,00 lives in the United States, according to statistics from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). They work by inflating within 
less than 1/20th of a second when a car is involved in a moderate to severe 
crash. They're designed to work with your seatbelt to reduce the chances that 
you will hit your head or upper body during the crash. 

But what if you're riding, say, a motorcycle? Or even a horse? Well there are ac-
tually wearable air bags designed to protect you, as well. We'll explain. 
It's no secret that motorcycle accidents are often fatal. The NHTSA National 
Center for Statistics and Analysis 2016 report determined that a motorcyclist 
is 28 times more likely to die in road accident than a passenger in a car. 
Many motorcyclists do protect themselves with helmets and heavy leather cloth-
ing that's fitted with impact-resistant plates. But personal air bags in jackets or 
vests may prove to be a safe and comfortable alternative. Helite, a French com-
pany founded in 2002, is one of the oldest developers of personal air bag tech-
nology for bicyclists and motorcyclists, equestrians, skiers, pilots and senior citi-
zens. 

The Helite Airbag system for motorcyclists uses a lanyard attached to both the 
motorcycle and vest. If the lanyard disengages from the motorcycle, it releases a 
pin and the air bag inflates in less than 1/10th of a second — and stays inflated 
for 15 to 20 more seconds to protect a rider during a crash. The equestrian air-
bag works similarly. Riders attach the lanyard to their saddle stirrup strap. If the 
rider falls or is thrown, the lanyard disengages the pin and inflates the air bag. 
Several other companies, including U.S.-based Skidbike, offer personal air bags 
using this same type of approach. 

However, Helite has another personal air bag specifically made for cyclists that 
uses a different technology. Helite's B'Safe cycling vest uses sensors in both a 
wearable vest and also mounted under the bicycle's seat to analyze the cyclist's 
motion and shocks. When they detect something abnormal, they "communicate" 
and assess the situation. If they sense an accident or fall, they trigger the vest to 
inflate. In February 2019, B'Safe won the 2019 French Innovation Award for 
Road Safety Innovation in the two wheels assistance category 

https://auto.howstuffworks.com/car-driving-safety/safety-regulatory-devices/airbag.htm
https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/air-bags
https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/air-bags
https://auto.howstuffworks.com/can-motorcycle-jackets-save-your-life.htm
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/ghsa_motorcyclists18.pdf
https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/outdoor-activities/biking/bike-helmet-airbags-could-keep-your-head-safe.htm
https://helite.com/
https://www.helite.com/airbag-motorcycle
https://helite.com/files/user-guide-helite-equestrian.pdf
https://helite.com/files/user-guide-helite-equestrian.pdf
https://www.skidbike.com/air-bag-safety-vests/
https://cyclist.helite.com/how-it-works/
https://cyclist.helite.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Prix-innovation-s%C3%A9curit%C3%A9-routi%C3%A8re-2019-Communiqu%C3%A9-de-presse-EN.pdf
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Greeting ABATE Members, 

 

Long Island ABATE has always tried to stay up on all the Local, State and National Legislation effecting the Motor-

cycle community.  Even with the shutdowns in government there is still new legislation pending that will affect the 

biker community. Some bills we should support and others we need to voice our objections. Currently there are 168 

bills pending in New York State, the following are Motorcycle related. Please look at the following bills and contact 

your government representatives and voice your opinion. If you are interested in all 168 motor vehicle bills pending, 

drop me a line and I will be happy to forward the listing to you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number:  NY [R] AB 3027 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Felix Ortiz (D-NY) 

Title:  
Relates to making comprehensive motor vehicle insurance repara-

tions (no-fault insurance) applicable to motorcycles 

Abstract:  
Makes comprehensive motor vehicle insurance reparations (no-fault 

insurance) applicable to motorcycles. 

Status:  REFERRED TO INSURANCE - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 3518 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Donna Lupardo (D-NY) 

Title:  Relates to motorcycle profiling 

Abstract:  

Requires the municipal police training council to ensure that issues 

related to motorcycle profiling are addressed in basic law enforce-

ment training. 

Status:  REFERRED TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 3731 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Aileen Gunther (D-NY) 

Title:  Prohibits certain children from riding on a motorcycle 

Abstract:  
Prohibits children under the age of twelve from riding on a motorcy-

cle. 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 5098 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Maritza Davila (D-NY) 

Title:  Relates to motorcycle awareness on state highways 

Abstract:  
Relates to motorcycle awareness on state highways by affixing signs 

stating ""Watch for Motorcycles"". 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 01/08/2020 

Number: NY [R] AB 2560 - Updated (Status 07/15/2020) 

Sponsor: David Gantt 

Title: Increases the fine for operating a motorcycle with a muffler that produces excessive or unusual noise from one hundred dollars to 

seven hundred dollars 

Abstract: Increases the fine for operating a motorcycle with a muffler that produces excessive or unusual noise from one hundred dollars 

to seven hundred dollars. 

Status: ENACTING CLAUSE STRICKEN - 07/14/2020 

https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4fccec154
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4fccec154
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4fccec154&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c511e7775
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c511e7775&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c526f4c551
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c526f4c551&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c5cfb8ed2cd
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c5cfb8ed2cd&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4a871313c
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4a871313c
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c4a871313c&rtype=status&sid=000000010
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Ride safe, ride free! 

 

Debbie Stondell 

Legislative Representative 

dmstndell@gmail.com 

  

  

Number:  

  

  
NY [R] AB 6030 - Updated (Status 01/28/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Sean Ryan (D-NY) 

Title:  
Exempts bicycle, motorcycle, snowmobile and equestrian helmets 

from sales and use tax 

Abstract:  
Exempts bicycle, motorcycle, snowmobile and equestrian helmets 

from sales and use tax. 

Status:  ENACTING CLAUSE STRICKEN - 01/28/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 6080 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Felix Ortiz (D-NY) 

Title:  
Provides an exemption from any congestion pricing fees for motor-

cycles 

Abstract:  
Provides an exemption from any congestion pricing fees for motor-

cycles. 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 6895 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. Michael DenDekker (D-NY) 

Title:  

Provides that motorcyclists over the age of twenty-one shall be ex-

empt from the requirement to wear a helmet when operating or rid-

ing a motorcycle 

Abstract:  

Provides that motorcyclists over the age of twenty-one shall be ex-

empt from the requirement to wear a helmet when operating or rid-

ing a motorcycle. 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 8876 - Updated (Status 01/15/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. D. Billy Jones (D-NY) 

Title:  
Relates to issuance of distinctive plates for members of the Red 

Knights International Motorcycle Club 

Abstract:  
Relates to issuance of distinctive plates for members of the Red 

Knights International Motorcycle Club. 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 01/08/2020 

Number:  NY [R] AB 11077 - Updated (New 10/08/2020) 

Sponsor:  Asm. William Magnarelli (D-NY) 

Title:  Relates to certain vehicle equipment violations and fines 

Abstract:  

Increases the maximum fine for certain equipment violations; 

amends the threshold for violations relating to mufflers and exhaust 

systems; requires police vehicles to be equipped with decibel read-

ers. 

Status:  REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION - 10/07/2020 

https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c76080810872
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c76080810872
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c76080810872&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c77596810a16
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c77596810a16
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c77596810a16&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c99927141
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c99927141
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c99927141
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5c99927141&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5dfaf26016de
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5dfaf26016de
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5dfaf26016de&rtype=status&sid=000000010
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5f7ec71312
https://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5f7ec71312&rtype=status&sid=000000010
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CrossHelmet: The 360° Vision That 

Revolutionizes the Experience of Riding 

on Two Wheels and Increases Safety 
CrossHelmet - the intelligent helmet with an integrated rear camera and Augmented 

Reality, which offers a complete view of what is in front of and behind the rider and in-

cludes many other features to increase safety and comfort 

Safety is of the utmost importance to a motorcyclist. CrossHelmet engineers, with experience de-

veloping products such as the Yamaha MT-09 and the Walkman, understand this and designed a 

technological helmet that combines safety and beautiful design. 

"High rates of motorcycle accidents are often caused by poor visibility or distraction. Our unique 

technology reduces this problem by providing a rear camera that displays what's behind you 

onto the HUD, to eliminate blind spots," said founder and CEO Arata Oono. 

Blind spots are completely eliminated in this new helmet thanks to the revolutionary CrossHelmet 

Augmented Reality technology. An integrated rear view camera projects the images directly 

onto a head-up display (HUD) so that the motorcyclist no longer has to look away from the road 

to see the vehicles through the motorcycle mirrors. With this new CrossHelmet technology, the 

driver can effortlessly see a wide angle behind him, in a fraction of a second and with minimal 

head movement, enabling a safer and smoother driving experience. An app that connects your 

smartphone to CrossHelmet via Bluetooth allows users to check battery levels and safety lights, 

and access maps. The app allows you to view information on the head-up display and show di-

rections to your desired destination, compass, weather, time and trip data. 

Loud noises can increase the stress and fatigue of the rider. To solve this problem, CrossHelmet X1 

is equipped with CrossSound Control, a patented noise reduction system that is the first of its kind 

in the motorcycle industry. It uses a system of algorithms to filter out sound. A group chat function 

also allows the motorcyclist to communicate with multiple people at the same time, even without 

CrossHelmet. The helmet's speakers offer high quality music, podcasts/radios and phone calls.  



Long Island 

SMART Tire pressure 

and Temperature 

monitors 
Smart tire pressure and temperature 

monitoring system ensure that you 

don’t have to keep getting off your 

bike or bending down to check your 

motorcycle tire pressure. This system en-

ables you to see the tire pressure and 

temperature while riding. Some TPMSs 

have Bluetooth tire gauges, while oth-

ers will send alerts in case a problem is 

detected. 

Installing a Tire Pressure Monitoring Sys-

tem (TPMS) in your motorcycle is cost-

effective and convenient. This critical 

safety technology ensures your tire 

pressure routine checks are made eas-

ier and more frequent…. 

FOBO Bike 2 
FOBO Bike 2 is a SMART tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) for every biker (two 

wheeler) using latest Bluetooth 5.0 that works directly with your smart device using 

Android 5.0 and iOS 9.3 or later. 24x7 Monitoring of your bike tires, Multiple modes of 

alerts, Slow & Fast leak detection, Mutiple bike profiles monitoring with one App, 

Group Ride monitoring, FOBO Share, Remote Monitoring. 



…What are the membership rewards ?  

When you join you receive your ABATE patch, window sticker, 

membership card, welcome letter and insurance. 
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A friendly entrance into the biker community 

Join the cause & become a member today ! 
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SMART WINDSHIELD 
 

Samsung revealed a new tech-

nology that would add a smart-

phone-connected display to a 

motorcycle’s windscreen. Sam-

sung worked with Yamaha on a 

prototype of its new Smart Wind-

shield, applying the technology 

on a Tricity three-wheeled 

scooter. 

 

The Smart Windshield shows information on a screen built into the shield 

itself. The screen is transparent and located low on the shield so it doesn’t 

obscure the rider’s vision. The screen connects to a smartphone via WiFi. 

An app on the phone relays information to the screen, showing GPS navi-

gation directs, email and messaging notifications and incoming calls. The 

app can also automatically send a text reply to incoming calls, telling the 

caller you’re on the road and can’t answer the phone 

https://www.motorcycle.com/manufacturer/yamaha.html


2010 HD FLTCH Classic 1584cc (96 cube) , fully dressed ,screaming eagle exhaust , HD day-

light headlight, programmable LED taillight, alarm system, GPS mount for Garmin, new rear tire, six 
speed trans, synthetic oil in engine/transmission, renewable warranty until 12/21. 30500 well treated 

miles. KBB value $8625 without extras/warranty.  Asking $7900.    Pete Jepson 631- 922-6330 
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Helping Veterans and Children of Veterans 

in Nassau and Suffolk County, New York 

The Specialist Matthew Baylis Memorial Fund 
awards 10 scholarships each year to veterans 
or children of veterans that need financial as-
sistance with either college tuition or the cost 
of a trade school.    
 
Please join us by supporting our efforts to 
make a measurable difference in the lives of 
veterans and their families.  
 
Please visit the website below if you would like 
to apply for a scholarship, make a donation or 
purchase a tee shirt to support this worthwhile 
cause. 
 
If you'd like to donate, please make your check 
payable to the Specialist Matthew Baylis Me-
morial Fund and kindly mail to us at PO Box 
661, Medford, NY  11763. You can also donate 
via PayPal on the website. 
Your kindness and generosity makes a differ-
ence in the lives of veterans and their families. 
 

www.MATTSMEMORIALFUND.com  
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2020  
Long Island ABATE Officers and Board Members 

Sworn in by Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone.  

NOTE: All dates are subject to be changed/postponed/cancelled. 
Please reach out to the organization regarding their event. 

May 7th-16th  2021 
 
MYRTLE BEACH BIKE WEEK 
May is a Perfect time of the year to 
have a Motorcycle Rally on the Grand 
Strand of SC.    People come to ride, to 
enjoy the coast, to meet old friends 
and make new ones, to visit locations 
you have visited for years, to enjoy 
meals at your favorite restaurants .Bike 
Week — Its to Ride — The Brother-
hood. Enjoy Bike Week – Enjoy Your 
Vacation  

August 14th  2021 

40th ANNUAL Antique Motorcycle Show 

NYC's oldest antique motorcycle show. 
Judged show of over 100 antique bikes,  
Plus live music, food vendors and bikes for 
sale. Trophies for various categories.  
Family Friendly Event  

Queens County Farm Museum 
Floral Park, NY 

October 22nd-29th  2021 

High Seas Rally 2021 ..Save the dates 

and don't miss High Seas Rally 2021 -
World's Only Biker Rally On A Cruise 
Ship - The World's Only Biker Rally On 
A Cruise Ship sailing Oct. 22-29, 2021 
m/s Mariner of the Seas from Port Ca-

naveral, Florida.   

June 12th—20th  2021  
 

Laconia Motorcycle Week 

Laconia, NH 

www.laconiamcweek.com/ 
 

The site below is one of the most com-
plete listings of motorcycle related activi-
ties all around the country. 
 

www.lightningcustoms.com/motorcycle-events/ 

http://www.laconiamcweek.com/
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Night Riders 
 
Let's get this off the table to start with - we will not be talking about David Has-
selhoff, sorry if you happen to be a fan. In fact we are going to take a look at 
the dark side of riding, without any discussion about the force; we'll be review-
ing riding at night. OK I'll try to keep Star Wars out of this too. 
 
Seems there may be just as many riders that have a bit of fear to night riding 
compare to those that try to avoid riding in the rain. As with everything else, a 
lot has to do with how we approach this and being a little better prepared and educated. Riding at night can offer enjoyable 
aspects such as a little serenity with the silence of the darkened, open summer sky or even excitement and energy by tak-
ing in the lights and sounds of a busy urban strip; but as with many things with motorcycling, there are always risks to be 
aware of and hopefully avoid. 
 
The first and foremost reason for any hazard associated with riding at night - it’s dark. With the loss of light there is obvi-
ously a reduction visual capability; not only for you, but those sharing the road. Even before you get started, consider how 
well your night vision really is. Some things that happened as we get older includes reduction of vision in general, which in 
turn affects your night vision. Some folks experience extended "starring" from other vehicle headlights, combine that with 
possible delayed reaction time for the vision issue and it can turn out to be something unexpected and unwanted. If your 
night vision is minimal, then planning around not riding in the dark may be a better option; but if you do there are options to 
be safer. 
 
These days the abundance of high tech LED primary and auxiliary lighting for both front and rear can be a major benefit for 
visual recognition, again for both you and others. Certainly cost may be a factor for some, especially if riding at night is not 
part of one's normal road activity; but that cost could be a big saver for your own well being or property (aka - your motor-
cycle). OK , spending a ton of dough may not work for you; yet fear not, you do have alternatives to help protect yourself. 
 
When rolling with the night crickets, consider wearing high reflective gear or a vest, even bright colored gear; black cer-
tainly has no noticeable value in the dark. There are even options for reflective tape that can be place strategically on your 
bike or helmet to make you more visible to others. With the overall thought process or strategy to riding that includes to 
SEE (Search Evaluate Execute) and be seen, doing whatever we can at night will do good to us overall. Use whatever 
available lighting around you that you can, if you are riding in city conditions, try to avoid darker streets. If in rural areas, 
use the lighting of other vehicles when available to give you more visual clues. Even a cars taillights can help you. If you 
are following a vehicle and see the rear lights go up and down it could be indicating a dip, pothole or some other road haz-
ard ahead. 
 
Try to know your riding area; looking for turn offs, street names, etc in an unfamiliar place can interject 
some distracted  measures. Being mentally sidetracked while dealing with the risks with riding at night can result in a bad 
combination. Along with hazards of road conditions, other vehicles or traffic; depending on your location, wildlife can also 
add to the risk factor. Many animals are nocturnal and can come apparent in your headlights way too quickly. With that 
though, do no override your headlights. That means - watch you speed. For instance, if your headlight shines 100' ahead 
of you, but the speed your traveling winds up needing 150' to stop because of your perception (available vision), reaction 
time and braking distance; that little Bambi that suddenly shows up in the light can become a big problem for you and your 
bike. Simple step to take into account when riding at night - slow down. This thought works well during the day too. 
 
So we only touched on a few issues that comes with riding in the wave of darkness, but it doesn't have to be a bad thing. 
Respect the issues that can cause harm and adjust for them. Do everything to see as much as you can; whether it be addi-
tional lighting, use of any lighting around you, even having your vision checked to be sure you are seeing what you can 
clearly. At the same time, do what you can for others to see you the best they can. Driver’s first response when involved in 
a crash with a motorcyclist is "I didn't see him/her" adding a cloak of darkness definitely does not make things better. 
 
Yes riding at night positively has its added level of risks, but at times can be enjoyable. Do not let your fear of it get the 
best of you and if you do venture out into the dark side; may the force be with you. Sorry about that, fell into my own corny 

trap - Be Safe Out There! 



History of the MRF 
 
The first words of the street rider’s first voice in Washington were ut-
tered in 1985 in St. Louis, Missouri. There, the very founders of the 
motorcyclists’ rights movement in America gathered for a meeting of 
the minds. Leaders of State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations 
(SMROs), they wanted to catapult to the national scene the clout and 
effectiveness of SMROs — the strong, effective grassroots of state-
based motorcyclists’ rights. 

They knew it had to be done. Riders’ rights had to go national, be-
cause the threat was national. Our founders at this meeting of the 
minds shared a keen sense that danger was not just on the horizon 
but dead ahead, as freedom’s foes had just attacked with a ban on 
motorcycles in the United States Congress. 

They knew it had to be done right. The founders wanted a staff that 
was all muscle and no fat, supported not by casual members but 
driven by a team of dedicated volunteers, with each volunteer commit-
ted to shouldering his or her share of the demands of liberty. They 
envisioned a team committed to core values like respect for riders’ 
diverse lifestyles and opinions, integrity in conduct, excellence and 
boldness in facing challenges head-on and, above all, leadership — 
leadership in the unrelenting struggle for the safety and freedom of 
American motorcyclists. 

So, at a meeting of the minds of grassroots leaders, a new leader was 
born: The Motorcycle Riders Foundation. The first motorcyclists’ rights 
advocacy organization with a full-time legislative and political presence 
in our nation’s capital. The only Washington voice devoted exclusively 
to you, the street rider. And each year, the leaders of the now-
worldwide community gather for motorcycling’s premier political lead-
ership summit — named to commemorate the gathering at which we 
were founded: The MRF Meeting of the Minds. 

Throughout the USA and across the world, the torch of freedom burns 
in the hearts of motorcyclists. One by one, they recognize the need to 
become volunteers as co-partners in an organization committed to 
integrity, respect, leadership, teamwork and excellence. 

One by one, in every continent and culture, motorcyclists are deciding 
to Ride with the Leaders™. 
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Hello Ladies and Gentleman 
 

Every month we feature a merchant who provides Long Island ABATE members and their 
families with special pricing on products and or services. This month’s merchant is an active 
member of the motorcycle community and you will see him at community events. This 
month’s merchant is The Shape Shop Inc. They are located at 1859 Lakeland Ave. Ronkon-
koma, N.Y. 11779. With over 35 years of detailing experience and Being professionally 
trained by some of the biggest companies in the auto detailing industry, Jimmy Stucchio and 
his crew are able to provide you with quality service for all you detailing needs. The Shape 
Shop’s details Motorcycles, Commercial and Non-commercial vehicles. Services provided 
are Ceramic coating, Paint correction, Interior and Exterior Detailing and much much more. 
No job is too big or small for Jimmy and his team of detailing professionals. Jimmy provides 
Long Island ABATE members with special pricing. Call or stop by for your Detailing needs. 
Long Island ABATE supports those that support us. Whether your ride needs a quick touch 
up or a major Detail The Shape Shop is the place for you.  
Like and Follow on Facebook 
 

Jimmy Stuccio (631) 672-2936  

1859 Lakeland Ave. Ronkonkoma N.Y.11779                                                             

Website -  www.theshapeshopny.com   
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What Coverage Do You Need? 
 
Your motorcycle coverage needs will be based on a combination of your state’s insurance laws and your 
own personal situation. While getting the minimum coverage needed to meet your state’s legal definition of 
being insured is an obvious must, you will most likely be better off getting more, so that you truly safeguard 
yourself financially in case of an accident. Though the different levels of coverage are very similar to car 
insurance, there key differences to keep in mind when choosing a motorcycle insurance policy: 
 

Liability Insurance: 
Most states determine who pays for damages from an accident based on fault. In these states, liability cov-
erage is required. It is what provides coverage for the other party in the event that you are at fault in an ac-
cident. Liability includes bodily injury liability, to pay for the other party’s medical expenses, and property 
liability, to pay for any damage to their vehicle. Unique to motorcycle insurance, some companies also offer 
guest passenger liability coverage, to cover your passenger if they are injured. 
While liability is generally the legal minimum for insurance, it is always a good idea to consider further pro-
tection. The reason is that motorcycles are considered high-risk vehicles, and any accident is likely to cost 
much more than liability coverage will pay. 
 

Personal Injury Protection (PIP): 
PIP pays towards medical care for you, your passenger, or pedestrians in the event of an accident. You 
may be familiar with PIP if you have car insurance and especially if you live in a no-fault state, or those 
where your own insurance pays for damages no matter who is at fault. With motorcycle insurance, how-
ever, PIP is not required coverage. Since the risk of injury in general is higher, many states do not allow 
PIP to be sold to motorcyclists. 
 

Collision Insurance: 
Motorcycle collision insurance is meant to cover repairs to your bike in the event of a collision. How much 
you’ll get reimbursed for depends on the damages caused, the value of your bike, and the policy you have. 
 

Comprehensive Insurance: 
Comprehensive insurance covers bike damage caused by circumstances other than the typical traffic acci-
dent -- including inclement weather, theft, and animal collision. 
 

Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist (UM/UIM) Insurance: 
UM/UIM insurance pays for damages caused by an accident with a rider who is either uninsured or under-
insured. This generally covers medical treatment and property damage, but of course depends on the pro-
vider. 
 
The coverage you opt for will depend on your own riding situation and personal concerns, but it is generally 
a good idea to have a better policy than the legal minimum. Not only are motorcycles higher risk than the 
average car, but accidents tend to cost far more than what basic liability can cover. Keeping yourself safe, 
both physically and financially, is the priority 
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