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At the end of May, the South Pacific World War II Museum 

held its 2021 Annual General Meeting at the Museum and 

Project Office in Luganville. 

In attendance were board members Bradley Wood, 

Mayumi Green, Mary O'Reilly, Rayman Leung, while Bill 

Widup and James Carter joined via Zoom. Also at the AGM 

were government representatives Mr Joel Path from Santo 

Provincial Government and Mr Clifton Rau from Luganville 

Municipal Council who were there as observers.

The meeting was more of a formality than anything else. 

The latest 2020 annual report was tabled and approved 

by the board. The 2020 board resigned and a new board 

was appointed along with the executive committee, which 

changed slightly from the previous year.

Bradley was once again appointed as Chairman and Bill 

was elected Vice Chairman. For 2021/22, Rayman will be 

our Secretary and Mayumi our Treasurer. Mary and James 

will remain as board members, with James continuing in 

his capacity as volunteer Project Manager.

2021 AGM 
Board re-elected for 2021/22



Visitors are the lifeblood of any Museum. But just at the 

moment they're few and far between. 

We're lucky enough to be continuing to host school groups 

through the Museum, with the super-knowledgeable Marina 

Moli taking students through a 2 hour tour of the Museum 

and the history of Santo, particularly during World War II.

However, occasionally we have a surprise visitor or two 

turn up unannounced, and just a week or so ago the New 

Zealand High Commissioner Jonathan Schwass  and his wife 

Anne Howarth dropped in to say hello.

They had come up from Port Vila on holiday and thought 

they'd drop in to say hello.

Jonathan has been a long-time supporter of the project 

through New Zealand's Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) 

program. That program has provided some wonderful 

people for us who over the years have contributed 

immensely to the Museum. 

Lengkon and Marina discussed a great deal with Jonathan 

and Ann regarding the project. Additionally much discussion 

was had regarding some of the items in our collection, the 

indigenous interaction with allied forces and of course Sir 

Edmund Hillary's connection with Santo.

Interestingly, Ann Howarth's father Tom Howarth served in 

the Royal New Zealand Air Force during WWII as a medic 

and was based in Espiritu Santo for about 2-3 months in 1944.

It was wonderful to see Jonathan again and meet Ann. We'd 

also like to thank them for the donation he popped in our 

donation box and we hope to see he and Ann again very soon.

Kia ora  
Jonathan
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Marina takes a school group on a tour of the Museum.

Lengkon, Anne Howarth, Marina and Jonathan Schwass.
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Marina expalins one of our display pieces to Anne and Jonathan.



Some of the items in our collection that are waiting for a 

permanent home, really do have a fascinating history. And 

we're not just talking about 'typical' military items.

One (really two) of the more fascinating items in our 

collection, are a pair of Holmes 35mm film projectors, made 

in Chicago, Illinois.

The Holmes company referred to them as 'portable' 

units - as long as you had a couple of very large Seabees 

travelling with you. Back in their day, travelling 'showmen' 

would take them from town to town and set up theatres in 

tents, church halls or schools, run a film and then move on 

to the next town.

The Holmes 'Navy Type C' and 'D' models became very 

popular with the US military during World War II. These two 

projectors we have, were set up in one of the many theatres 

on Base Button on Santo and ran the latest films that were 

flown in from the USA. 

Post war, the projectors were shipped to Port Vila and were 

installed in a theatre for many years. Upon replacement 

with more permanent units, the projectors went into 

storage. Years later they were discovered by the late Bob 

Wylie who secured them for the Museum. 

They made their way back to Santo and are now in storage. 

Our plan is to refurbish at least one of the projectors and 

show new prints of some of the old WWII newsreels on 

it. Hopefully that won't be too onerous, as according to 

Museum Chairman Bradley Wood, they're still in working 

condition after all this time.
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A US Army projectionist during World War II.

Our two Holmes projectors in storage on Santo.

3

On the big
screen.
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The identification plate on one of the projectors..



You may have seen the photos we’ve posted of the 

enormous efforts that went into keeping Port Vila harbour 

and Espiritu Santo’s Segond Channel sealed off from 

submarines.

There were of course a multitude of targets, and the 

Japanese never succeeded in penetrating the defences. A 

submarine in an enclosed anchorage, while in great peril, 

could have wreaked havoc.

But clearly it was part of the strategy and the Japanese put 

it into effect on May 31, 1942, hundreds of miles away from 

the New Hebrides, but aiming to further jeopardise the 

Allied defence of this part of the Pacific.

The target was Sydney Harbour, and the weapon would 

be midget submarines. These had already proved 

cripplingly effective in the hands of the Italian Navy in the 

Mediterranean.  They called for bravery and daring beyond 

the normal.

On 29 May 1942 five large Japanese I Class submarines 

rendezvoused some 35 nautical miles northeast of the 

entrance to Sydney Harbour. They were carrying the smaller 

subs, and as well, a floatplane ( some Japanese submarines 

had watertight hangars). 

The plane then spied on the harbour, but it did not raise the 

alarm level. Some thought it a US plane on a training flight.

Attack by  
stealth  
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The Type A Japanese Midget Submarine. (RAN image)

Japanese midget submarine crews. (AWM image P00325-001) 
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THIS MONTH IN MILITARY HISTORY  



 

The next night, three two-man midget submarines were 

launched. The first to enter the harbour snared on anti-

submarine nets  raising the alarm. Realising their situation 

hopeless,  the two crew fired demolition charges, in effect 

committing suicide.

The second sub entered successfully, but its periscope 

was spotted just 500 yards away from the heavy cruiser 

Chicago. Two torpedoes were fired – both missed but one 

ran on and exploded underneath the Australian depot ship, 

Kuttabul which sank with the loss of 21 allied naval ratings.

Others were badly injured or trapped, and there were brave 

rescue efforts that saved lives. 

The sub disappeared. In fact, there was no trace until 2006 

when recreational divers found its wreck off Sydney’s 

northern beaches.
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June 1, 1942 and the midget submarine, believed to be the vessel 

known as Midget No. 14, is raised from the bed of Sydney Harbour.

The recovered Sydney harbour midget submarine on display at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra. (RAN image)

Following their recovery from the harbour, parts of midgets M-27 

and M22 were mounted on trailers, before touring Australia to boost 

morale and raise war bonds. (SLV Pictures Collection H98.104-898)
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The third sub also entered the harbour but was spotted and 

depth charged – it was later retrieved with the two crew 

having shot themselves. 

The Australian Navy recognised the bravery of the four 

Japanese submariners who were accorded a funeral with 

naval honours. 

While the attempt had failed, it showed no Allied warship 

could take for granted the safety of its harbour berth.  

You can understand then the reasons for such massive 

defences in the Vanuatu bases, particulalry the submarine 

nets that were constructed across the Segond Channel in 

Santo and down at Efate.



South Pacific WWII Museum 
Unity Park, Main Street,  

Luganville, Espiritu Santo 
Vanuatu

email: info@southpacificwwiimuseum.com  
web: southpacificwwiimuseum.com
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Inspiring everyday  
heroes
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They gain skills, insights into other countries, and often 

enough income to provide a good foundation for their 

futures back home. 

Right now, with Covid-19, those opportunities are 

much more limited, and certainly their host countries 

Many young Ni Vanuatu have travelled overseas to 

Australia and New Zealand to be seasonal workers in 

the horticultural industries of those countries.

are missing their hardworking presence. But this 

month, a group of returned seasonal workers 

have started turning their minds to how to create 

businesses and be entrepreneurs at 

home in Vanuatu. 

It’s called Yumi Growem Vanuatu.  

The group has begun with the 

basics of a business plan and what 

challenges they will face.  Twelve 

sessions are planned, covering from 

management, through finances, and 

marketing.

Each group has 11 students, and a 

business partner. 

Yumi Growem Vanuatu is supported 

and funded by the Australian High 

Commission and New Zealand High 

Commission and is implemented in 

partnership with Vanuatu’s Department of Labour.

All the best to our budding entrepreneurs of Vanuatu!

The first of the Yumi Growem Vanuatu sessions in full swing with plenty 
of brainstorming going on . (NZ High Commission image).

Inspiring Everyday Heroes is our Museum brand 
and means how the stories of yesteryear and 
our project can inspire today’s new generation.
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