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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
I speak for myself and the board by saying THANK-YOU to all the volunteers that contributed to 
the success of our May BBQ. There were so many of you that I’m not going to name you 
individually because I will surely forget someone. For those that helped prepare the meal, 
purchase the food, serve the drinks, brought their own special salad, those that contributed to the 
raffle, brought a smile and an appetite. You all contributed in a special way. It couldn’t happen 
without you.

The board is already thinking about our June social gathering and what the theme will be. A 
couple of things come to mind, Constitution Day, and Father’s Day. You may have also noticed 
that there were some raffle items that were geared to the younger generation. We want to involve 
them also so that they can experience what it’s like to go to these events with Mor and Far, or 
Bedstemor and Bedstefar. 

Don’t forget our meeting will be on the by-laws. For those that have an email address you should 
receive a copy. Those that need a hard copy they will be available at the meeting in June.

I am looking forward to seeing you all again in June. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Michael Gunlund, President 
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Greetings and Happy New Year. 
 

Late last year, 2022 looked like things were going to turnaround 
and we’d be back to normal. Now it looks like we may face some 
of the same restrictions on our events this year as we did in 
2021. Fortunately, we have an advantage over many other organ-
izations in our Kastania Field picnic grounds. Last year we held 
several bring-your-own picnics with modest success and if re-
quired we can continue with outdoor meetings this year. For this, 
we have to give thanks to a previous generation of Soldiers who 
built and furnished the pavilion that can shelter us safely and 
comfortably. Also, thanks to those volunteers who closed up the 
grounds, storing chairs and tables and getting the Landsoldaten 
statue safely inside. 
With hopes for a brighter 2022, stay safe and well. 
 
Keith Brians, President 

The Danish Soldiers Club 
Post Office Box 41 
Petaluma, CA 94953 
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The Governing Board for 2022
Michael Gunlund  
President to 2024 

Prather (559) 908-9609 
mgunlund0674@gmail.com

Annalisa Juul-Diaz 
Vice President to 2024

Concord (925) 451-4278  
annalisa0518@yahoo.com 

Vagn Nielsen  
Treasurer to 2024

PO Box 53 Vineburg, CA 95487  
(707) 996-9950  
dscvagn@gmail.com

Lizette Burtis  
Secretary to 2023 

Santa Rosa (707) 321-0206 
lburtis@sbcglobal.net

Dennis Diaz  
Director to 2023

Concord (925) 500-3892 
nicktazgordonsetters@yahoo.com

John Chiles  
Director to 2022

Davis (530) 574-2995 
jschiles@dcn.davis.ca.us

Martha Smith  
Director to 2023

San Bruno (650) 922-4481 
marthasmith32@yahoo.com

Henrik Olsgaard 
Director to 2022

Orinda (510) 847-5186  
holsgaard@hotmail.com

Volunteers:
Michael Stecher 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 

Mill Valley (415) 624-6215 
mstecher@me.com

Rick Santerini 
Bar LIcense Coordinator

Santa Rosa (707) 477-6669 
santarinirick@gmail.com

Sad News


Erik Solyst passed away quietly at his home, 
March 12, just shy of his 96th birthday. His 
daughter Laila described how proud he was of his 
Danish heritage, and how greatly he enjoyed his 
time at the club. Let’s all raise a glass to him! Laila 
would appreciate any stories or memories that 
you can email to her, in order to compile them for 
family and grandkids to share. Please send them 
to erik.solyst@att.net (she will be monitoring that 
email for awhile before disabling it). 


The Editor’s Note: 
Hello! I am Michael Stecher, your “silent” 
webmaster, and now the new editor of our 
newsletter. I want to thank Rick Santerini for his 
time at the helm, a job very well done (along 
with many other volunteer contributions). Thank 
you, Rick! I hope to measure up to the task, and 
thank you for your help in the transition. 

Website Fees 
When we accept payment through PayPal on 
our website, there are fees that have to be paid 
to the bank for the convenience of using credit/
debit cards. You will notice that it’s $2 more for  
dues, and $1.50 more per lunch order. However, 
you can avoid these fees by paying with a 
check OR, using your own PayPal account 
connected directly to your checking account. 
You can sign up on the PayPal website, or 
download the app to your phone. You need to 
add a payment method using the routing and 
account numbers printed on your checks. Then 
add dscvagn@gmail.com to your list of 
recipients. When you send money for lunch, 
include your order in the comments, it’s just 
that easy, and no fee.

Many Thanks to the many hands who make small 
work, all the volunteers who helped with the BBQ, 
especially Dennis Wimple, Romel and Maria, Tove 
Lindberg, Inge Hansen, Signe Vik, Sandy Smith, 
Rick Santarini, Karen Nielsen, Keith and Arlene 
Brians, as well as the Board, and also, all those who  
donated for the raffle! 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Danish Constitution Day will be celebrated 
this coming June 5th. 
 
An absolutist constitution went into effect in 
1665, but in 1849 the first democratic 
constitution replaced it, and in 1953 the current 
constitution was adopted. The constitution 
defines Denmark as a constitutional monarchy, 
governed through a parliamentary system. It 
creates separations of power between 1)the 
Folketing (Parliament), which enacts laws, 2) 
the government, which implements them, and 
3) the courts, which make judgments about 
them. A number of fundamental rights are also 
provided for, including freedom of speech, 
religion, association, and assembly.  
 
Frederick VII’s motto was “Folkets Kærlighed, 
min Styrke” (The People's Love, my Strength), 
and thusly he was the first king to relinquish 
absolute power. The Constitution was ratified 
on June 5, 1849, making it one of the oldest 
constitutions in the world. The main principle of 
the Constitutional Act was to limit the King's 
power. It creates a comparatively weak 
constitutional monarch who is dependent on 
Ministers for advice and Parliament to draft 
and pass legislation. The Constitution of 1849 
established a bicameral parliament, the 
Rigsdag, consisting of the Landsting (County 
Council) and the Folketing. The most 
significant change in the Constitution of 1953 
was the abolishment of the Landsting, leaving 
the unicameral Folketing. It also enshrined 
fundamental civil rights, which remain in the 
current constitution, such as habeas corpus, 
private property rights, and freedom of speech. 
 
Frederick VII is perhaps one of the most 
beloved Danish kings, likely due in part to his 
relinquishment of absolutism, and also to his 
personality. In spite of, or in line with his 
reputation for drinking and eccentric behavior, 
he could be folksy and genuinely hearty. He 
cultivated contacts with ordinary subjects, 
during his many travels throughout Denmark.

Danish Liberation Day was celebrated this 
past May 5th.  Our May BBQ was on the 7th, 
and we celebrated not just Mother’s day, but 
also Liberation Day. 

 
Here is a brief description of its importance: 
The news came at 8.35pm, May 4th, 1945 that 
German troops in Denmark had surrendered. 
Denmark would have to wait another 12 hours 
until the liberation officially took effect at 8am 
the next day, but the radio broadcast brought 
happy Danes out into the streets, many of 
them using the occasion to burn the hated 
black window shades that had been used 
during bombing raids.  A week later Field 
Marshal Bernard Montgomery would arrive in 
København to a big victory day parade. Sadly, 
while Danes were celebrating in the days 
following liberation, those living on the island 
of Bornholm were being bombarded by Soviet 
forces. After two days of bombardment, Soviet 
troops came ashore, leading to a German 
surrender of the island. The Soviets remained 
on Bornholm another 11 months.  While 
Denmark did not suffer the same level of 
destruction as other countries, about 380 
members of the resistance were killed during 
the war, and the largest groups of fatalities 
were amongst Danish merchant sailors, nearly 
1,850, who continued to operate throughout 
the war, most falling victim to submarines.


The evening of May 4th is commemorated by 
placing a candle in the window. The following 
day, flags are raised. 



May BBQ Photos 

 

Denmark in May 

Spring in general can remain cold, but the 
month of May will see temperatures improve, 
generally rising to a range of 45° - 60°F. It is a 
good time to travel in Denmark because the 
summer crowds have not quite arrived, and 
everything is in bloom. The days are about 16 
hours long, and there’s not too much rain, so 
it’s a bit easier to get around and sight-see. 
Tivoli and Bakken are open, but not crowded 
yet. There are a few holidays in May, which 
means many shops may be closed one those 
days, but that’s not too hard to work around. 
There are also a number of events in May, 
such as the Copenhagen Marathon, so hotel 
prices can be a bit high, should you be staying 
in the city. You may very well want to, however, 
because the many events include an art 
festival, architecture festival, Salsa Festival 
(dancing, not hot sauce!), an electronic music 
festival, and, of course, the Copenhagen Beer 
Festival! Enjoy in moderation, or at least get 
home safe ;-)

Norse History 
This is an excerpt from   
https://norse-mythology.org/daily-life-viking-age/ 
While some people have a tendency to 
romanticize the “simpler” subsistence-
centered life of the old Norse, the reality is that 
the farm work was perilous, grueling drudgery 
that required incredible inputs of labor to 
accomplish the simplest of tasks. Famines, 
raids, and natural disasters were ever-present 
dangers that could rob the farming household 
of their crops and, ultimately, their lives. 
Famine and disease were very common, and 
took their toll on the population. Something 
like 30-40% of children died before reaching 
adulthood, and skeletons from the period 
evidence significant disease, injury, and 
malnutrition. In the words of historian Anders 
Winroth, “The usual image of the Vikings as 
able-bodied, strong, and healthily virile men 
has an important corrective in the skeletons 
surviving from actual Viking Age Norse.” Viking 
Age society was rural to a degree that’s 
difficult for most modern people to imagine, as 
accustomed as we are to huge, shiny cities 
stuffed with millions of people. The largest 
villages in Scandinavia at the time consisted of 
only fifteen to fifty farmsteads. (The relatively 
few “trade towns” where full-time merchants 
and craftspeople lived were bigger, but only 
1-2% of the population lived in such towns.) 
Smaller hamlets were comprised of two to four 
farmsteads. And in the more remote parts of 
the region – those characterized by fjords, 
mountains, forests, or other geographical 
features that made settlement and farming 
more difficult – lone, isolated farmsteads were 
quite common. The edges of a farmstead or 
village often featured cemeteries. Their 
placement served as a representation of the 
claim the living inhabitants felt they had on the 
land they worked – they could point (literally) 
to their ancestors having lived on and worked 
the same land. Horses provided the main form 
of overland transport of both humans and their 
goods, although carts and wagons were used, 
too, sometimes outfitted with skis, and spiked 
footwear for the horses.


