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Learn more at midcontinentcontrols.com today! 

Today, many of us are hooked into any number of electronic devices to 
keep ourselves distracted on long flights, and technology is offering a 
growing number of options. Early in aviation history, however, there 

was little entertainment available for passengers. 
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1920s 
The first in-flight movie was shown on a DeVry 35 mm 
suitcase projector in 1921 during a flight of 11 
passengers. The projector was strapped to a table in the 
aisle of the plane, and the silent film “Howdy Chicago” 
kept travelers occupied. This early technology is an 
important foundation for the cutting-edge entertainment 
available with Mid ContinentControls today.

1950s 
There rise in luxury airliners, but entertainment 
technology had not quite caught up. In lieu of 
low-resolution movies, most passengers opted for a 
pillow and a scotch to snooze away the miles. 

1990s 
Introduction of tiny, 2.7-inch LCD screens were being 
installed in the back of every first-class seat, making visuals 
easier and more personalized. This individualization was a 
precursor to the modern customized services of Mid 
Continent Controls.  

2010s 
The corporate travelers of today are increasingly directly 
interfaced with aircraft and cabin management control systems. 
Audio and video distribution innovation has exploded, and Mid 
Continent Controls is at the forefront of this rapid growth. 

1930s 
In 1936, a popular new luxury airship left Germany to cross the 
Atlantic. The public had huge huge hopes for airships during a 

time in which piano music was considered synonymous with 
high-class. So, a specialty lightweight aluminum alloy piano was 

constructed, and its warm, rich tones satisfied the passengers on 
the successful maiden voyage. 

1980s 
Celluloid film was replaced by Cathode-Ray Tube 

Projectors (CRT), and headphones were made available. 
LaserDiscs and Video Cassettes replaced old projectors. 

And for those who preferred music, audiocassette 
systems offered a variety of tunes to passengers.  

2018 
Mid Continent Controls’ map and media servers offer an 

unlimited source of entertainment, all in one lightweight box. 
Passengers can share movies, music, and more through a USB 

drive, with features accessible in Android and Apple apps.   

Early 2000s 
Travelers began bringing their own devices aboard planes to 

keep themselves entertained. Over a span of a few years, 
wireless connectivity became a standard airline offering as 

well, and folks could connect their smart phones, MP3 players, 
and laptops to the internet and multiply their options 100-fold.  

INTO THE FUTURE
Mid Continent Controls sees a bright future for in-flight entertainment and 

we are proud to be part of this rich heritage 

With customizable offerings that can meet any size of VIP aircraft cabin, 
Mid Continent Controls has the perfect system to match your needs. 

Managing all the cabin controls, media, and a moving map with the Aurora 
Wireless CMS system or a complete cabin power system is a simple task, 

and Mid Continent Controls has it covered from start to finish. 

https://midcontinentcontrols.com/

