preschool years. All that rolling,
squeezing, pinching and patting is
great for little hands and fingers. The
following link from the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children goes into more detail
about the benefits of playdoh play and
includes a recipe.
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/famili
es/playdough-power

el 13 de diciembre
Fechas Importantes /
Important
Dates
Stay-n-Play- December 19
4:30-5:30
December 23 - January 2
CLOSED for Winter Break
January 20- Martin Luther
King Day - CLOSED
Literacy
.

Fine Motor Skills: Playdoh
There are so many developmental
milestones with fine motor
development. Babies and toddlers
begin to separate the muscle
movements of their wrists, hands, and
individual fingers while playing with
toys, such as dropping objects into a
container. All this early usage of
manipulating items with hands really is
setting the stage for later fine motor
work.
Playdoh play also provides ample
opportunities for fine motor
development during the toddler and

We have sent home both sets of silly
sentences that we had been using
daily for the past few weeks. We
read these to emphasize alliteration.
Alliteration provides an effective way
to promote sound awareness in
words. A sound that repeats
throughout a phrase, a sentence, or a
story is likely to get noticed. This
heightened awareness of individual
sounds helps children realize that
letters make sounds.
We have been reading books about
numbers: counting backwards from 10
to 1 with Diez pececitos (Ten Little
Fish).

We also read How
Many Jelly
Beans? by Andrea
Menotti. This book
starts counting in
the tens, then
hundreds, then
bigger and bigger
numbers as kids
imagine how
many jelly beans to eat. There are
great illustrations of the quantities
ending with a million.
We have been talking about author,
illustrator, and the title of a book.
Reading Rooster’s Off to See the
World by Eric Carle gave us a chance
to talk about counting on. If there were
six animals in the story and five more
appeared on this page, we count from
six: 7,8,9,10,11. Kids like to start
counting from one, but when a
quantity is known, we can show them
to count on. With this book we were
also able to read the animal words in
Spanish: el gallo, los gatos, los peces,
las ranas, and las tortugas.

el español
Our routine continues to add in new
words:
almorzamos- Let’s eat lunch
una merienda- a snack
¿Cuántas cucharas? - How many
spoons?
Te toca a ti- It’s your turn
zapatos primero- shoes first
solo nos lavamos las manos-we are
just washing hands
vamos al baño- we’re going to the
bathroom
formamos fila- let’s line up
Puedes guardar la lonchera y la
botella de agua- You can put away
your lunch bag and
water bottle.
quitate las botas- take of your boots
pasen- go ahead

BRRRR! It’s cold!

Closed Due to Weather
In the case of Madison public schools
closing because of the weather, our
center will be closed as well. Please
check for school closings by 6:30 a.m.

Whether or not there’s snow on the
ground, we dress per the
temperature. It’s time for snow
pants, boots, gloves, a hat, and a
winter coat every day.

Self-Help Skills
Here’s a helpful tip for teaching your
child which shoe goes on which foot,
with velcro shoes at least. When the
velcro is open on both shoes, the
velcro on both shoes will touch in the
middle of the shoes. This is an easy
visual for kids to self-check.

Making our names out of magnets.

Una Canción
We have been singing and doing the
movements for Head, Shoulders,
Knees, and Toes in Spanish.
Movement songs are fun but also
provide opportunities for body
awareness and motor planning.
¿Dónde está el pato? Where is the
duck?
We played a number recognition game
with a duck that was hidden under the
numbered boxes. This is a fun one!

Cabeza, hombros, rodillas, pies
rodillas, pies
Cabeza, hombros, rodillas, pies
rodillas, pies
Ojos, orejas, mi chiquito nariz
Cabeza, hombros, rodillas, pies
rodillas, pies

We have a visual for
talking about meal
words. We name
foods in Spanish and
English and talk about
letter sounds.

