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September– October 2021 

WHY A STATE SESSION? 
     AS YOU MAY RECALL in 
the last issue of this publication 
we discussed the aspect of a sig-
nificant percentage of members 
belonging to organizations struc-
tured like ours, and including 
ours, have little concept of the 
role or importance of the divi-
sions of the organizations 
“higher up the food chain” than 
the local community level. The 
State and National Grange’s are 
just entities that are out there 
somewhere with little or no rele-
vance to the local level. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
     The late Thomas P. (Tip) 
O’Neil, former long-time Speak-
er of the House of Representa-
tives, probably best known for 
one often quoted four word sen-
tence: “All politics is local,” is 
most appropriate for us to con-
sider.  We’ll just substitute the 
word “policy” for “politics.” The 
concept is the same. 
     Ultimately, the operational, 
financial, public policy, as well 
as officer selection are rooted at 
the local level. Individuals from 
local Granges chosen to be Dele-
gates to the State Grange Session 
are the ones making these deci-
sions. As they are by definition 
Delegates, as opposed to repre-
sentatives, they can be bound by 
the local and/or Pomona Grange 

to vote in a certain way. From 
the time the Session is gaveled 
in until the final gavel falls, the 
assembled Delegates ARE the 
State Grange, and subsequent to 
that the President and Executive 
Committee are charged to exe-
cute the desires of the Delegates 
as determined at the Session. 
The same concept flows from 
the State Grange to the National 
Grange. The two Delegates 
from the State Grange to the 
National Grange, most of the 
time the President and his/her 
spouse, are present at that con-
vention because Delegates from 
local Granges have chosen them 
to lead the State Grange, and by 
extension the National Grange. 
These individuals are also Dele-
gates, and can thus be bound by 
the State Grange to vote pursu-
ant to their wishes if they so 
choose. It is completely fair to 
say that all things Grange flow 
from the bottom up, as opposed 
to the top down. None of this 
could happen without a State 
Session. 
     The second great reason a 
State Session is needed, and 
that it needs to consist of as 
many Delegates as possible, is 
that the best consensus is 
reached when the participation 
is the greatest. We all know that 
fresh people in local meeting 
situations greatly assist in de-
veloping fresh ideas, and the 
same is true at a State Session. 
While it is fantastic to work and 
reminisce with familiar folks 
from year to year, new faces 
and spirited discussions are a 
necessary part of developing 
good policy and making the de-
cisions necessary to run the cor-
poration for another year. 
     Delegates have an awesome 
responsibility. They determine 
who shall be the leaders, how 
the funds are collected and 
spent, the priorities of the or-
ganization, and determine its 
legislative policy, as set forth 
earlier in this column. So I 
guess it can be said that if the 
concern is not there to go the 
extra mile to participate and be 
part of the process, making the 
best positive impact possible, 
then there might be cause to 
wonder about the level of con-
cern in relation to the future of 
the organization itself. We fully 
realize that time is at a premi-
um, especially when employ-
ment has to be considered. Va-
cation time is not always availa-
ble, and/or appropriate to be 
used for a volunteer business 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

New York 

State Grange 
   149th Annual 

Session     

      

American Values   

Hometown Roots 

Corning 

Radisson Hotel 

October 15 – 19, 2021 

  Hosted by  

Steuben and Alle-

gany Counties 

Program of Events 

General Session 

The 149th General Session 

of the New York   State 

Grange will be held in the 

Keuka-Seneca Rooms of the 

Corning Radisson Hotel. 

Session Committee room 

assignments are listed at the 

end of this schedule. NO meet-

ings will take place while 

guest speakers are giving 

presentations. 

Session Pianist ~ Irene Fas-

sett 

Friday, October 15  

10:30am-6:00pm Registration - 

Lobby 

3:00pm - Hotel check-in(earlier as 

rooms are available) 

1:00pm   NEW delegates meeting 

Cohocton Room, Session Commit-

tee Chairs Tioga Room 

2:00pm   Junior Projects check-in 

Cayuga Room 

2:00pm   Session Committee 

Meetings, Delegates should attend 

their assigned Committees only.  

Committee room assignments 

listed at the end of this program. 

5:15pm    Milk Punch Reception.  

Lobby outside Keuka-Seneca 

Room, Served by Dairy Princesses 

from Hosting Counties 

6:00pm    Annual Banquet NYS 

Dairy Princess - Shelby Benjamin 

NYS FFA President – Molly Ad-

ams 

7:30pm    Lecturer’s Program Jo-

lene Pirrone, Lecturer 

  Saturday, October 16 

7:00am   Lecturer’s Breakfast 

8:00am   Registration 

State Officer’s Practice 

8:30am    Baking Entries  

Directors board room   

9:00am    Opening of the 149th 

Annual Session of the NYS 

Grange in the Sixth Degree 

  Keuka-Seneca Rooms  

Lower to Fourth Degree 

Recognition of Past Masters, 

First Ladies, Honored Guests 

and Officials 

Quorum Call 

Report of the State Master 

~ Stephen C. Coye 

Five Minute reports 

~ Roger Halbert, Secretary 

~ Kenneth Smith, Treasurer 

~ Richard Church, Chair 

Executive Committee 

~ Virginia Dehner, Chair 

Audit Committee 

9:30am      Junior Project judg-

ing 

1:00am      Recess 

Session Committee meetings         

11:15am 5th Degree – 

Carder Room 

Sixth Degree Rehearsal 

Keuka-Seneca Room 

1:00pm Committee Meetings 

(Locations as listed) 

 3:00pm  Reconvene General 

Session 

Saturday (con’t) 

3:10pm   Five Minute Reports of  

Departmental, Project and Pro-

gram Chairs: 

 ~ Jolene Pirrone, Lecturer 
 ~  Cindy Benson, Legislative Di-
rector 
 ~  Sherri Taft, Community In-
volvement/Service 
 ~  Brenda Noble, Family Activi-
ties 
 ~  Barton Snedaker, Leadership/
Membership 
 ~  Roland Shea, Museum Board 
President, HQ Task Force Presi-
dent 
 ~  Bruce Croucher, Grange Foun-
dation  
 ~  Letitia Pickering, Fund Raising 
Chair 
 ~  Sue Drake, Roberta Halbert 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cindy Benson-Pollard 

Roger Halbert 

     It is that time of the year with 
we get busy with preparing for 
the fall and winter months.  
With the COVID virus will 
plaguing us, it is important that 
we try to maintain everyday ac-
tivities while keeping each oth-
er’s health and safety in mind.   
     Plans are under way for State 
Grange session this year.  This is 
when State Grange charts the 
legislative course for the next 
year.  The delegates will consid-
er the resolutions that have been 
submitted to State Grange this 
year.  I hope that all the dele-
gates will have had time to re-
view them prior to their arrival 
at the session.  This will be sure 
that everyone is prepared for 
discussion during committee 
meetings and the general ses-
sion.  
     If you were asked to chair a 
session committee and said yes, 
I would like to thank you ahead 
of time.  The job can seem 
daunting, but it really isn’t that 
bad.  You should have received 
a packet from me with back-
ground information and possible 
suggestions from me to help 
guide the discussions in your 
committee.  Also, an important 
decision that you will make 
would be that of Secretary. If 
they have access to a computer 
with Microsoft Windows Office 
that would also be helpful.   
     At State Grange session, I 
will meet with the chairpersons 
of the session committees at 1 
PM on Friday.  Please check for 
the place that we will meet.  We 
will review procedures, hand out 
any last-minute resolutions sub-
missions and answer any ques-
tions you may have.  Session 
committee meeting will start at 2 
PM.  Again, please check for 
your assigned rooms.  During 
the session committee meetings, 
we will also be reviewing any 
outdated legislative policy hand-
books sections that may or may 
not be renewed this year.   
     Should you have a last-
minute resolution that did not 
make it into the original packet, 
you can still bring them to State 
Grange.  They will need to get 
them to me prior to the start of 
the 1 PM session chairperson 
meeting.  Please be sure that 
there are 20 copies with one 
containing the original signa-
tures and seal of the Grange.   
     Should you have any ques-
tions, please let me know.  I will 
be glad to help you out.  I can’t 
wait to see you all in Corning.   

   Just a few loose ends before 
State Session… first to Pomona 
and Subordinate Secretaries, 
the calls pertaining to received 
IRS notices have slowed up the 
last week or so, thankfully!  
Should you receive an IRS no-
tice, send the contents to me 
IMMEDIATELY to my home 
address and do nothing else.  
Your work is done!  Our State 
Grange auditors are working 
with the IRS to address the is-
sue of why any notices were 
sent when our report was re-
ceived by IRS on May 24.  I 
hope we are coming to the end 
of this sage ONE MORE 
TIME! 
   Also Secretaries, please 
check your files to make sure 
you have sent in your 2021-
2022 Officer Lists.  We will be 
working on the copy for the 
printer shortly after Session and 
the Directory is only as good as 
the information provided for it.  
It is not a good practice to re-
sort to continuing the infor-
mation from the prior year 
which too often continues send-
ing info to wrong persons.  
Please help us on this project! 
 Room reservations for 
those attending the State Con-
vention are to be handled by 
each individual by calling the 
Corning Radisson at 607-962-
5000.  Delegates are to be on 
site, ready for work at the first 
meeting scheduled for Friday 
afternoon, October 15.  Any 
persons wishing to attend the 
annual banquet need to be in-
cluded in the reservation infor-
mation that the Delegate-at-
Large sends to the State Over-
seer.  It is always a concern 
when questions come our way 
asking for information that has 
been sent to Pomona Masters 
and Pomona Secretaries… this 
information is to be shared with 
those who are serving as your 
Pomona Grange’s delegates.  
Please be sure you have com-
municated all that is given to 
you, including the resolution 
packets that are sent out the end 
of September.  Delegates 
should no be arriving in Corn-
ing and having no idea what 
his/her committee will be work-
ing on. 
    Delegates:  remember to 
have the 2021 annual password 
or a dues card showing 2021 
dues are paid or if you are a 
Golden Sheaf (50 year mem-
ber) to have your Golden Sheaf 
Card with you… you will need 
this at the registration table 

when checking in on October 
15. 
   To all Members:  if you have 
collected “C” or “G” dollar 
bills, I would be most apprecia-
tive if you could send me a 
check covering your amount, 
prior to October 8.  This will 
save counting many dollars at a 
very busy time during the con-
vention… and we need to know 
the exact amount of “C” bills, 
particularly, as the presentation 
is made during the convention 
to a cancer center in the Corn-
ing area. 
   All roads will soon lead to 
Corning… looking forward to 
seeing many of you real soon. 
NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 

2021  SESSION COMMITTEES 

* denotes chair 

 
AGRICULTURE & ENVIRON-
MENT (11)  
Pauline Skeels—Cattaraugus 
Virginia Dehner—Cortland 
Benjamin Van Kleeck—Dutchess 
Linda Blas—Erie 
Dennis Phelps *—Genesee 
Richard Noble—Livingston 
Diane Adams— Ontario 
Gladys Tabor— Otsego 
Edward Bonicave—Steuben 
Richard Simmons—St. Lawrence 
Carolyn Kay Bailey—Wayne 
 
EDUCATION  (14)        
Carolyn Graves * - Allegany 
Carolyn Ostrander—Cayuga 
Marilyn Van Denbrug—Cortland 
Art Holzmann—Dutchess 
Shirley Rockhill—Franklin 
Dan Johnston— Genesee 
Sylvia Fahsel— Jefferson 
Heidi Henderson—Onondaga 
Pinky Tiebout—Ontario 
Sandra Stoy—Otsego 
Pat Hornbeck— Otsego 
Martha Babbitt—Rensselaer 
Shylo Fuchs—Wayne 
Lynn Pilc—Wyoming 
 
FEDERAL ISSUES  (14)      
Carol Carpenter—Albany 
Opal Sprague— Chautauqua 
Ray Barber—Columbia 
Carl Bullock—Cortland 
Melissa Traver—Dutchess 
Kathy Houlihan—Genesee 
Norris Handschuh—Jefferson 
Cindy Williams—Lewis  
Eileen Breed—Oneida 
Allan Henderson—Onondaga 
Douglas Roberts—Otsego 
David Schmidt—Rensselaer 
Noel Clawson* - Seneca 
Carl Hand—Steuben 
 
GRANGE ISSUES  (12) 
Jo Downey—Albany 
Bruce Dehner—Cortland 
Richard Faulkner—Dutchess 
Joan Phelps—Genesee 
Karen Wilcox—Jefferson 
John Curtis—Oneida 
Ken Livermore—Ontario 
Barton Snedaker* - Otsego 
Frances Hahn— Schenectady 
Philip Stannard—Seneca 
Viola Horton—Steuben 
Debra Van Lare  - Wayne 
 
HEALTH    (15) 
Donielle Dawd—Allegany 
Betty Wakefield—Chautauqua 
Matthew Pirrone—Columbia 
Marcy Bolio—Dutchess 
Pamlea Petrelli—Dutchess 
Georgianna Boyea—Franklin  
Shirley Handschuh—Jefferson 

Laura Magrum* - Livingston 
Letitia Pickering—Monroe 
Alma Jean Heidenreich—Onondaga 
Sharon Croucher—Ontario 
David Stoy—Otsego 
Alice Grimsley—Rensselaer 
Shirley Louise Harris—Steuben 
Mary Simmons—St. Lawrence 
 
STATE ISSUES  (14)    
Vernon Starr—Albany  
Richard Graves—Allegany 
Lori Previty—Cattaraugus 
Lois Kesby* - Chautauqua 
Laurinda Gearing—Columbia 
Allison Bolio—Dutchess 
Carol Staffehl—Erie 
Barbara Cronk—Jefferson 
Ralph Williams—Lewis 
Kimberly Marvin—Monroe 
Valorie Woolley—Onondaga 
Tom Hornbeck—Otsego 
Phil Warner—Steuben 
Irene Gleason—Tompkins 
 
TAXATION & FISCAL RESPON-
SIBILITY  (12) 
Ellen Starr—Albany 
James Dowd—Allegany 
Meta Riester—Cayuga 
Mary Jane Griffith—Chautauqua 
Sarah Barber* - Columbia 
Sasha Secor—Dutchess 
Debra Fraser—Jefferson 
Calvin Wilcox—Otsego 
Harold Hahn—Schenectady 
Cheryl McGlynn—Steuben 
Deanna Side—Wayne 
Linda Pilc—Wyoming 
 
LIST OF DELEGATES—2021 
NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 
SESSION  
 
Albany    
Vernon Starr  SI 
Ellen Starr  T/FR 
Jo Downey  GI 
Carol Carpenter  FI 
 
Allegany    
James Dowd  T/FR 
Donielle Dowd  H 
Richard Graves  SI 
Carolyn Graves  E 
 
Broome   
 
Cattaraugus    
Pauline Skeels  AE 
Lori Previty  SI 
 
Cayuga    
Meta Riester  T/FR 
Carolyn Ostrander E 
 
Chautauqua    
Lois Kesby  SI 
Betty Wakefield H 
Mary Jane Griffith T/FR 
Opal Sprague  FI 
 
Chemung   
 
Chenango    
 
Columbia    
Sarah Barber  T/FR 
Ray Barber  FI 
Matthew Pirrone H 
Laurinda Gearing SI 
 
Cortland    
Bruce Dehner  GI 
Virginia Dehner  AE 
Marilyn Van Denburg E 
Carl Bullock  FI 
 
Dutchess 
Richard Fulkner  GI 
Melissa Traver  FI 
Benjamin Van Kleeck AE 
Sasha Secor  T/FR 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Carol Bailey 

Be a star and add a few 
new members to your 
Grange. 
The New York State 

Grange would like to join several others 
and have a net gain in membership. It 
almost happened last year. 

Jolene Pirrone 

or firehouse in your area. Find 
me at State Session and we’ll 
talk about it! 
     Report forms should be go-
ing out soon, so Lecturer’s Re-
ports will be do as soon as you 
can get them to me. You don’t 
need to wait for a report form 
per se. You can submit a narra-
tive on what you were able to 
accomplish as Lecturer, in your 
own words, and mail it to: PO 
Box 69, East Chatham, NY 
12060. You can also email me a 
report to: 
 jolene@advancedwebdesign 
I look forward to hearing from 
you, and hopefully I’ll see 
many of you at State Session. 

meeting. It is not like the days 
of yesteryear when a higher 
percentage of the participants 
owned a farming business of 
some sort, and could many 
times obtain hired help for a 
few days. There was no clock 
to punch. I’m sure however, 
that this is not a problem with 
no answer. Here again is the 
ground up influence, fresh ide-
as coming from local Granges 
via resolutions to offer solu-
tions, and a robust delegate 
body to consider the facts and 
make the decisions. 
     Come visit State Session 
this year, even if you have not 
been chosen to serve as a Dele-
gate.  If your thought process 
has been of the mindset that 
questions the value of the divi-
sions of the Order above the 
local level, we trust that this 
article has helped to shed light 
on the situation, and perhaps a 
personal visit with allow you 
to see its importance first-
hand. 
     Thank you for reading this. 

(Continued from page 1) President’s Column 

     New York State Grange 
State Session if fast approach-
ing. During the banquet, I will 
be featuring a keynote address 
by a local representative on 
The History and Future of 
Homeschooling, we’ll do a 
good, old-fashioned program 
on creative decision making, 
and hopefully have a little en-
tertainment. I don’t have 
names to tantalize you with 
yet, but it will definitely be 
worth your time. 
     We will also feature the 
first place Art and Photog-
raphy contest winners from the 
Conference this spring. I’ve 
worked with my committee to 
finalize next year’s program 
and I will be able to give you 
sneak peek at that. 
     Have you seen the new Na-
tional Grange program on 
What to do with a Cancer Di-
agnosis? I challenge Subordi-
nate Lecturers to prepare a 
public program to feature this. 
It is a two-hour webinar that is 
already prepared. All you have 
to do is set a date, put out the 
available flyers, maybe setup a 
Facebook event, and get the 
community there. Include 
some refreshments and you’re 
golden. If you don’t have a 
hall, try working with a library 

Sherri Taft 

     The next Session of the New 
York State Grange will soon be 
upon us!  It will be so exciting 
to see everyone in person again!  
This year we will be collecting 
food for the Corning Central 
School District.  At the time of 
this writing, I have not received 
a list of foods that the district 
collects for their Backpack Pro-
gram.  Once I do receive a list 
from their Backpack Program 
Director, I will make sure that it 
is emailed through the New 
York State Grange email blast.  
If you are not on the email blast 
list and would like to receive a 
copy of the list of desired dona-
tions, please call or email me 
and I will make sure that you 
receive a list. 
     If you have been collecting 
“C” bills for New York State 
Grange, please bring them to 
State Session.  We will be do-
nating them to a Cancer Center 
in the Corning area.  Each year, 
the center that we donate to is 
very appreciative of our dona-
tion.  Let’s keep up the awe-
some work! 
     Many Community Service 
Reports have arrived on my 
doorstep and in my mailbox.  I 
am looking forward to looking 
at each one and seeing what the 
wonderful Granges in New 
York State have been doing in 
the last year.  It is such a great 
feeling to be able to help our 
communities in big and small 
ways.  Every project that we do 
makes our communities a better 
place to live.  Good luck to all 
the entries and the winners will 
be announced at the upcoming 
New York State Grange Session 
in Corning. 

Marcy Bolio  H 
Allison Bolio  SI 
Art Holzmann  E 
Pamela Petrelli  H    
Erie     
Carol Staffehl  SI 
Linda Blas  AE 
 
Franklin    
Georgianna Boyea H 
Shirley Rockhill E 
 
Fulton   
 
Genesee  
Dennis Phelps  AE 
Joan Phelps  GI 
Kathy Houlihan  FI 
Dan Johnston  E 
 
Herkimer   
 
Jefferson  
Norris Handschuh FI 
Shirley Handschuh H 
Sylvia Fahsel  E 
Karen Wilcox  GI 
Barbara Cronk  SI 
Debra Fraser  T/FR 
 
Lewis    
Cindy Williams  FI 
Ralph Williams  SI 
 
Livingston        
Richard Noble  AE 
Laura Magrum  H 
 
Monroe          
Kimberly Marvin SI 
Letitia Picking  H 
 
Oneida         
John Curtis  GI 
Eileen Breed  FI 
 
Onondaga         
Alma Jean Heidenreich H 
Valorie Woolley SI 
Heidi Henderson E 
Allan Henderson FI 
 
Ontario 
Ken Livermore  GI 
Diane Adams  AE 
Pinky Tiebout  E 
Sharon Croucher H       
 
Orange/Sullivan   
 
Otsego         
Barton Snedaker GI 
Calvin Wilcox  T/FR 
Douglas Roberts FI 
Gladys Tabor  AE 
David Stoy  H 
Sandra Stoy  E 
Tom Hornbeck  SI 
Pat Hornbeck  E 
 
Rensselaer         
Martha Babbitt  E 
David Schmidt  FI 
Alice Grimsley  H 
 
Saratoga         
 
Schenectady         
Harold Hahn  T/FR 
Frances Hahn  GI 
 
Seneca    
Philip Stannard  GI 
Noel Clawson  FI 
 
Steuben         
Cheryl McGlynn T/FR 
Phil Warner  SI 
Carl Hand  FI 
Shirley Louise Harris H 
Edward Bonicave AE 
Viola Horton  GI 
 
 

St. Lawrence   
Richard Simmons AE 
Mary Simmons  H 
 
Tioga   
 
Tompkins         
Irene Gleason  SI 
 
Wayne         
Debra Van Lare  GI 
Shylo Fuchs  E 
Deanna Side  T/FR 
Carolyn Kay Bailey AE 
 
Wyoming   
Linda Pilc  T/FR 
Lynn Pilc  E 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
     That the New York State Grange 
Ye Olde Ox Roast was started by 
Robet Drake, past state master?   Ac-
cording to word of mouth the roast 
started in 1976 as a fund raiser to 
pay of the cost of the Grange head-
quarters building.  The roast has 
been a fixture at the State Fair since 
that time. 
     During those late 1970s infor-
mation is rather vague on the ox 
roast.  There were no official reports 
as we knew them in later years.  In 
fact the only mention I could find in 
the 1976 NYS Grange Journal of 
Proceedings (J 0f P)was in officers’ 
reports.  Assistant Steward Oliver 
Orton, Harry Kelsey, Gate Keeper; 
and Martha Gardner, Pomona all 
mention working at the roast.  Broth-
er Oliver spoke working with Bob 
and Velma Drake was delight-
ful.  Drakes’ friends Norman and 
Marie Painter were the cooks.  I 
could not find any mention of profit 
in any financial report.  Any finan-
cial reward may have been lumped 
with other contributions to the head-
quarters.  In 1979 rent for the booth 
was listed at $1890  
     In 1977 the ox roast is again spo-
ken about in officers’ reports.  There 
is a brief report by Bro. Drake in the 
1980 J of P with proceeds of more 
than $4,700.   
     When Charles and Edna Oaks 
report in 1983 there were proceeds 
of $9,000 up from $8,200 the year 
before.  They were serving as coor-
dinators and Onondaga County 
Grangers continued to serve the 
breakfast.  As I am missing the 1981 
and 82 journals (If anyone wants to 
part with their copies I would be 
happy to have them.) I did not find 
what year the Oaks took the reins of 
this strenuous undertaking.  
     The 1984 report mentions 150 
volunteers from 17 counties helped 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Barton Snedaker 

     As is often the case my mind 
turns to things Grange - specifi-
cally Membership and Leader-
ship - as I am performing vari-
ous relatively mindless tasks - 
either daily or special.  The idea 
for this article came to me as I 
was picking raspberries one 
very wet morning.  If all the 
little green, hairy spheres be-
come ripe fruit we will have 
another bumper crop this year.  
To start, I will remind you that 
just as there are different types 
of raspberries there are different 
types of Granges.  It is also true 
that some of the nurture of rasp-
berries is left up to elements out 
of our control - rain, sunshine, 
etc.  Good soil is, or may be, an 
element we can adjust and con-
trol.  A good pH balance is es-
sential for good growth - of 
plant and fruit.  Is the “soil” of 
your Grange well balanced and 
nutrient rich? 
     Anyway - it did not take 
very long - less than ten 
minutes of picking - to fill a 
quart container with red, ripe, 
juicy, bumpy fruit.  (I even sur-
prised myself and did not eat 
any as I picked.)  I realized that 
our Granges can be very much 
like a stand of raspberries.  The 
stand requires fertilization, 
pruning and weeding. If done 
correctly the abundance of fruit 
will make your efforts well 
worthwhile.  A stand left unat-
tended or poorly husbanded will 
quickly become a bramble.  The 
fruit may become almost im-
possible to harvest and will 
probably be of poor quality - 
small and seedy.  
     Ripe raspberries are fre-
quently single and simple to 
pick.  Sometimes you may find 
them in pairs, still relatively 
easy to gather and put into your 
container.  On occasion you 
may find a ripe cluster of four 
or five (or more) hanging on a 
low cane and easily falling into 
your open palm. On occasion I 
have found that stepping back 
and broadening my field of vi-
sion helps me find more berries 
that I had not seen when stand-
ing too close.  Some berries 
come right off the cane, others 
may require a gentle tug to 
break them loose of their stem. 
     Picking the fruit in a healthy 
stand requires looking carefully 
- under leaves, through the 
canes and under where they 
hang down.  This is a lot like 
choosing candidates for mem-
bership and leadership in our 
Granges.  Is/are the candidates 
easy to find?  Do they require 
careful or gentle handling so as 
not to break or crush them?  

Have you looked carefully and 
diligently?  A secret I have 
learned about picking fruit is 
that you have to look in more 
than one direction.  (I’ve 
found the same is also true 
when perusing flea markets or 
garage sales.)  Look one direc-
tion but make sure you turn 
around and look again going 
the opposite way.  Did you 
miss finding a new member 
because you had only one con-
dition?  Have you passed over 
an excellent choice for an of-
ficer because you have only a 
single idea of what that person 
can be or do?   Some fruit may 
have to be left to ripen further 
before picking.  Will you re-
member looking at a possible 
member or officer a second or 
third time?  Sometimes fruit 
can be left too long or may 
have been unseen.  This can 
result in their dropping from 
the cane unharvested.  Lost to 
usefulness.  Has your Grange 
lost members or leaders be-
cause their gifts and talents 
went unused, unseen or unde-
veloped?  Sometimes you may 
see fruit which seems out of 
your reach.  Changing position 
and/or working or stretching a 
bit farther may assist you in 
garnering excellent results to 
add to your bounty. Some ber-
ries may be tart and others 
sweet but when added to all 
the other berries - even mis-
shapen or partial berries - the 
complete mixture still offers 
sweetness or savor to jam or 
pie.  However, another aspect 
of picking raspberries is they 
do have thorns growing along 
the cane.  Not only to protect 
the fruit from predation but to 
remind you to be cautious in 
your picking. 
     With some types of rasp-
berries when a cane has borne 
fruit it is time to prune it out 
of the stand.  This leaves room 
for the new canes to mature 
and bear fruit the following 
year.  Has your leadership 
borne fruit?  Is it time to let 
younger, newer members ful-
fil their potential and become 
the next generation of leaders?  
Always keep in mind that new 
raspberry canes need the older 
ones to support, protect and 
guide them to reach their ma-
turity and fulfill their destiny. 
If spent canes are not removed 
the stand may no longer con-
tinue producing. 
      Our cats love to rest in the 
shade of the raspberry stand 
where they offer it protection 
from birds and chipmunks just 
by being there.  If I am not 
careful where I step I may 
have a screeching cat startling 
me and running away from 
being hurt.  Have you or your 
Grange inadvertently caused 
hurt to a member or guardian 
of your Grange by a careless 
word or a misstep?  
      Picking raspberries 
(blueberries on the other hand 
are sneaky devils - they may 

Brenda Noble 

Katie Fallon 

     After discussion with the 
youth committee members and 
our state master, we are cancel-
ling the fall youth weekend. Un-
fortunately several youth par-
ents have shown concern that 
after the kids return to school 
there could be a spike in Covid 
cases. To be fair to the hosting 
Grange and not cancelling last 
minute we will cancel it now. 
I'm hoping that Lamson Grange 
would be willing to host this 
spring since they had so many 
fun activities planned! 
     We are still going to State 
Grange and if there is a spike it 
will hopeful the curve will flat-
ten by then!  We are looking for 
youth/young patrons to do 
youth opening and hopefully the 
5th degree. Lots of fun planned 
and of course the Friday night 
pizza party! 
     Please please please let me 
know if you can join us for 
youth opening or 5th degree at 
state! 

look ripe on one side and still be 
green on the other) is not an art 
form.  But it does require dili-
gence and caring.  I’ll not say 
more because by now you must 
all have gotten the drift of this 
article. 
     Some days as I pass the stand 
while doing chores I willI pick 
one or two (or 5 or 6) as a snack. 
Now, I will let them remind me 
of the precepts of our order.  I 
have FAITH that our raspberries 
will develop.  I have HOPE they 
will all be delicious.  CHARITY 
may require that some be made 
into gifts of jam and jelly - or 
maybe just a quart of fresh or 
frozen berries.  Someone lucky 
may get a pie. FIDELITY is re-
quired to keep the stand in good 
health and production. PERSE-
VERANCE is the watchword for 
all the maintenance and care of 
the stand.  Need I say more? 

     State Grange will soon be 
here! There will be a baking con-
test for scones. Be sure the entry 
has the name of the entrant, the 
Grange, and the county with the 
recipe.  You may put it in an en-
velope and tape it to the bottom 
of the plate. There must be 6 

Virginia L. Conner 

HARVEST  BLESSINGS 
 
   Garden harvest time is here – 
canning, freezing and eating our 
fill of fresh veggies.  It’s a won-
derful time of year when the 
Lord God provides abundance 
of blessings to fill our store-
houses as it says in Deuterono-
my 28:8.   
   It is also that wonderful time 
of the year when we gather as 
Grangers at the annual State 
Session to do policy making, 
hear reports, enjoy time with 
friends whom we see only once 
a year and to meet new 
Grangers from across New York 
State.  I am so looking forward 
to this Session and seeing every-
one in person and not on a 
screen! 
   POMONA CHAPLAINS:  
Please send to me the names of 
Sixth Degree members who 
have passed from our midst dur-
ing this past Grange year.  I 
would like to recognize these 
members at the Memorial Ser-
vice at State Session. 
   I send sympathy to the family 
of Michael Holmes, Cayuga 
Lake Grange, Cayuga County 
and his long time companion 
Meta Riester.  

scones of any kind you wish, but 
DO NOT use frosting. The judg-
ing will take place on Saturday 
morning during State Session. 
     I have sent 10 items to be 
judged at the Northeast Exposition 
from our contest. I will have the 
results at State Grange Session. I 
have also sent 4 boxes of items to 
be sold at the store. It helps to 
support the operations of the New 
England Grange building and the 
contests. I thank everyone who 
made and donated items. I also 
sent a quilt from New York state 
for raffle. Valerie Griffing from 
the Family Activities committee 
made an Hour Glass quilt scrappy 
style. The proceeds will be donat-
ed to a charity in the Northeast 
region.  
     The top winners from our state 
contests will be on display at State 
Grange Session. We hope to see 
many of you there. The new hand-
books are on the Grange website. 
Feel free to print them off. You 
will find the scoresheets for the 
baking contests there as well. 
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Stephen C. Coye, President 

100 Grange Place 

Cortland, NY 13045 

607-756-7553 

E-Mail Steve@nysgrange.org 

Roger Halbert, Secretary 

State Secretary 

83 Spring Street, PO Box 321 

Gilbertsville, NY 13776 

607-783-2691 

rhalbert1@stny.rr.com 

Jolene Pirone,  Lecturer 

PO Box 69 

East Chatham, NY 

518-929-1279 

jolene@advancedwebdesign.com  

Cindy Benson Pollard 

Legislative Director 

401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY  

13209 

315-413-9335  

Cbenson 81@msn.com 

Virginia L. Conner, Chaplain 

918 Bartnick Road 

Genoa, NY 13071 

315-364-5516 

vlconner48@yahoo.com 

Brenda Noble, Family Activities 
7973 Telephone Road 

LeRoy, NY 14482 
585-768-6632 

Barton Snedaker 

Leadership Membership 

5404 St. Hwy 23 

Norwich, NY 13815 

shrngnol@roadrunner.com 

Sherri Taft 

Community Involvement 

164 County Route 14 
 Fulton, New York 13069 
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com 

Kathleen (Katie) Fallon 
Youth 

6042 SR 82 
Stanfordville, NY  12581 

845-663-7778 
kathleenef889@gmail.com 

Sports 

John Buchanan 

49 Fennell Street 

Skaneateles, NY 13152 

315-481-7827 

jbuchanan557@gmail.com 

Carol Bailey, Historian 

3033 Middle Sodus Road 

Lyons, NY 14489 

315-946-4379 

Gail Chamberlain Jr. Director 

3627 Co. Rte. 21 

Whitehall, NY 12887 

518-499-1028 

gailchamberlain0562@gmail.com 

TBA 

NYS  Fair 

Grange Building Superintendent 

607-756-7553 

Steve@nysgrange.org 

Sherri Taft 

Ryan Orton 

Camp Directors  

kidsbreak1@yahoo.com 

rorton808@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 
2021 

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates 
Special Note: Items noted with ** are the responsibility of 
the State Grange and are being scheduled with the possibil-
ity of future cancellation/modification due to Covid-19. 
 
 Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) – West   
 Springfield, MA 
September 24  Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m. 
September 24-26 Youth Fall Weekend – TBA ** 
September 25  State Legislative Day – HDQ ** 
September 26  Grange Day at the Big E – West Springfield, 
   MA 
September 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 
October 15-19  State Grange 149th Annual Session – Corning 
   Radisson, Corning ** 
October 17  Museum Dinner at State Session  ** 
October 19  Executive Committee Meeting -- Corning  
   Radisson, Corning ** 
October 19  NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting,  
   Corning Radisson, Corning ** 
November 6  NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 
   a.m., Museum 
November 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
November 9-13 National Grange Annual Session, Hyatt  
   Regency, Wichita, KS 
December                    Executive Committee Meeting - TBA 
December 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 
 

State Fair Returns to 13 Days in 2022!!!!! 

     Fall is a great time to begin 
planning your activities for the 
coming year.  What are you 
plans? your expectations of 
where your Junior Grange is go-
ing?, what would you like to see 
the members accomplish? to 
grow into our future leaders, 
make them feel better about 
themselves. 
    JG leader reports are due now, 
please take time to send it TO-
DAY. And did you send in your 
membership report in June? If 
not, send it in now to State Sec-
retary Halbert so I get a copy. 
Reports can be found in the State 
Grange Handbook. 

State Session 
    Craft judging, Each Junior 
Grange is eligible to send one 
craft per age group for State 
judging.  Judging will be Satur-
day morning and you can bring 
the crafts to the Junior area on 
Friday October 15 in Corning, 
you can have your county dele-

Gail Chamberlain 

our leaders of tomorrow.  
How do we do this?  Through 
our Grange programs.   
Continue to keep safe. 

gate at large bring them also or 
anyone coming to the session.  
A total of 15 crafts per Junior 
Grange plus any entries in the 
OJAY category for older Jun-
iors and Youth may be submit-
ted.  They will be on display 
during the session and then 
picked up Sunday after the Jun-
ior program.  Junior Dues must 
be current/in good standing. 
     On Sunday afternoon, the 
Junior program will feature 
Junior members from Steuben 
County and Allegany County.  

National Entries 
.      ALL entries in the National 
contests such as creative Art, 
Creative Writing, Crafts and 
others contests are to be sent 
directly to National JG Direc-
tor.  Submit applications/entries 
to National Junior Grange Di-
rector Samantha Wilkins -           
1616 H Street NW, Washing-
ton, DC 2006 
DO NOT SEND THEM TO 
ME, DO NOT BRING THEM 
TO STATE SESSION 
    I have a new e-mail address.  
gailchamberlain0562@gmail.com 
I had to change due to closing 
of previous site.  Be sure you 
update me in your contacts.  
    The next Jibber Jabber ses-
sion is scheduled for Sunday 
September 19. As leaders we 
must encourage parents and 
Junior members to be active 
participants, as well as training 
and educating them to become 

     Albany Co. 

Bethlehem #137 

Jill Carkner 

Nicole Dwyer 

Sarah Grundman 

Francesea Sidoti 

Ravena#1457 

Caslin Stacey 

Chemung Co. 

Veteran #1108 

Lisa Wood 

Chenango Co. 

Oxford #894 

Patrick Anderson 

Ed Ryder 

 

 

Columbia Co. 

Copake #935 

Sylivia Becker 

Elayne Dix 

Mei George 

Tony George 

Marianne Gagnier 

Lorraine Gray 

Kim Sloan 

Dan Zimmerman 

Hope Zimmerman 

Cortland Co. 

Cuyler #449 

John Buchanan Jr. 

Dutchess Co. 

Stanford #808 

Linda Couse 

Gerard Lisella 

Ontario Co. 

Clifton Springs #1042 

Jeff Scott 

Oswego Co. 

Sandy Creek #127 

Richard Barnes 

Florence Graves 

Saratoga Co. 

Corinth #823 

June Bosford 

Willard Bovee 

Linda Walsh 

Steuben Co. 

Addison #854 

Joyce Bialkowski 

Walter Bialkowski 

Lynie DeBeer 

Diane Ketch 

Erin Tomb 

 

mailto:jolene@advancedwebdesign.com
mailto:kathleenef889@gmail.com
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     Across the country states are achieving a net 
gain in membership.  Many have  made this 
goal repeatedly in the last few years.  New 
York State is within easy reach of a net gain in 
membership it will only take each Grange in 
the state to gain one new member.  
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to earn over $10,000.  Norman 
Vane was in charge of break-
fast and Gilbert and Helen 
Kinnetz chaired breakfast the 
next year.  When “Mr. Ox 
Roast”, Charles Oaks gave his 
next report he said, 
“TOGETHER WE DID 
IT.”   Donations were received 
from Seneca Foods 
(applesauce) and Heluva Good 
Cheese (horseradish) both 
from Wayne County. In 1985 
rent has risen to $3000 and 
sales tax was almost $2000.  It 
is interesting to note in the 
1985 headquarters account it 
lists ox roast expense at $4671 
but there is not a separate line 
for the income. 
     Robert and Loralyn Yunker 
took over as coordinators in 
1986.  Oaks and Pat Cleverley 
continued to work there along 
with Onondaga County on the 
breakfast crew.  The Painters 
were still cooking the beef.  It 
must have been a good year 
because the profit was listed at 
$13,336! 
     Twenty-three counties and 
250 helpers raised even more 
the next  year over 
$14,000.  In 1988 Roland and 
Joanne Shea joined the com-
mittee and the Bolios were in 
charge of breakfast.  The menu 
was extended to include more 
drinks, dill pickles, doughnuts, 
and baked potatoes along with 
the roast beef and barbeque 
sandwiches.  Hot dogs were 
also a popular item.  The fol-
lowing year a new cooler and 
floor mats were added.  The 
profit was over $15,000 in 
1989. 
     Despite rent for the booth 
being $8400 a record 
$16,000  plus was real-
ized.  The menu continued to 
evolve with ice cream being 
added.  Highs are followed by 
lows so the following years 
were not as good.  Due to the 
poor economy and hot weather 
in 1991 there was poor attend-
ance at the State Fair.  Also it 
was the same conditions in 
1992 along with more compe-
tition.  Improvements were 
made to the booth with screen-
ing and a new sink.  The fol-
lowing year was the same, im-
provements were made to the 
serving area and $6,000 was 
the net. 
     1994 brought new chair-
men, Roland and Joanne Shea 
to the helm of the ox 
roast.  They rearranged the 
work area, added to breakfast 
and had milk shakes.  Net was 
over $13,000  with continued 
donations from Seneca, 
Heluva and individuals.   
     Rollie’s report of 1995 said 
the ox roast started in 1976 to 
help retire the debt on our 
headquarters building. Bolios 
and Onondaga County handled 
the breakfast.  A used stove 
was purchased and a 
grill.  Coupons in publications 

(Continued from page 3) Historian help.  Rent, parking and camping, 
and tickets cost $9600.  A profit of 
$15,000 was realized.   
     Once again the economy and 
low attendance was noted in 
1996.  Cost of tickets was up, too 
many shows, and weather made it 
hard to earn a lot.  The need for 
volunteers was stressed in the re-
port also.   The next year was bet-
ter with the weather cooperating, 
more attendance and a raise in pric-
es.  A total of 2,555 hours of vol-
unteer labor was recorded and if 
paid at the minimum wage then it 
amounted to $12,136.25.  Volun-
teers are worth a lot! There was a 
net of $10,800.   
     1998 will go down in history 
because of the Labor Day storm 
that reeked havoc across New 
York.  The fair was closed for the 
day after the early morning storm. 
With food left and no attendance 
what do you do with the 
food?  You feed the workers as a 
community service!  Fortunately 
there was little damage to the 
Grange booth other than the sign. 
Onondaga County continued to 
help before opening and after clos-
ing.  Insurance did compensate 
Grange for the loss of revenue on 
Labor Day.  Bruce Dehner joined 
the committee that included Fred 
and Charlotte Bolio.   
     During the 1999 year Velma 
Drake, one of the founders of the 
ox roast passed away, and Rollie 
dedicated the report to her 
memory.  As he did the next year 
when Robert Drake passed 
away.  The first six days were slow 
but the last six made up for the 
slow beginning.  Shea noted Ralph 
Bratt was a handy man to have 
around.  His 2000 report said that 
the ox roast is the only touch many 
people have with Grange.  Cleanli-
ness of the booth is mentioned by 
many people who refuse to eat any-
where else.  Rent, camping and 
parking is now over $10,000.   Go-
ing to State Grange was $15,000 
that year. 
     As the new century got off to a 
start, so did the fair of 2001.  More 
than $17,000 was raised for the 
state Grange with Senior Citizens’ 
Days being especially good.  Rollie 
noted again of the amount of work 
that is done preceding the fair such 
as paying up front costs, painting 
and cleaning.  This year youth 
helped with painting.  Sherri Taft 
also signed for some deaf custom-
ers.   
     In the 2002 report mention is 
made of warming baby bottles for a 
number of parents.  Grange is truly 
a family organization even at the 
fair.  That year the Sheas worked 
with the beef council.  The follow-
ing year rent, parking and camping 
was almost $11,000.  There was a 
foul up with paperwork which 
eventually worked out.  Breakfast 
was even better because less stands 
were serving that meal.  Warming 
of bottles was again offered.  This 
also was the final year that Norm 
and Marie Painter cooked the meat 
as they retired following the fair. 
     2004 began with finding a new 
cook.  Paul Ignatowski began a run 
of several years as chief 

cook.  Starting a new project 
that ran for two weeks got off 
to a rough start but things im-
proved as the days pro-
gressed.  Equipment failed al-
so.  Some new additions were 
made to the menu.  Profits 
were down that year to less 
than $11,000 plus. 
     Next year the profit was 
over $12,000.  New suppliers 
were found for meat and paper 
products which had to be 
stored in the Grange building 
further down the street.  Bolios 
had been working on the 
breakfast for eighteen 
years.  Rent etc. were over 
$12,000.  In 2006 a new roof 
was put on by the fair.  Rent 
was higher, electricity was 
charged, weather was a prob-
lem and attendance was low-
er.  With a poorer economy, 
higher gas prices and more 
eateries at the fair led to lower 
profit that year.   
     The 2010 report states that 
2300 pounds of beef, 1360 
hamburgs and140 pounds of 
hot dogs were used. Profits 
were up that 35th year of the 
ox roast.  During the next 
year’s fair the storm Irene hit 
on Sunday and no one 
came.  Other factors were the 
were low attendance in general 
and the economy.  Coupons 
for some items, menu changes, 
no grand stand shows some 
nights and weather effected the 
profits but they were better in 
2012. 
     During the next few years 
profits never rose to their for-
mer highs.  Dollar Day was 
instituted one year with home 
fries with cheese going for a 
buck.  It was so popular it sold 
out by 4:30 p.m.  Paul Igna-
towski  called it his last year in 
2014.  A new cook took over 
the following year.  Help was 
a problem and the staff from 
the Grange building rescued 
them.  Rolland and Joanne 
Shea retired that year after 23 
years at the helm of this 
event.  Joanne spent many 
birthdays working in the 
booth. 

     2016 saw Jim and Cindy 
Pollard overseeing the ox 
roast.  Several changes were 
made, tablecloths, menu 
changes, reorganizing the serv-
ing area and more.  They also 
served 120 extra dinners for 
departing beef exhibi-
tors.  Paul was back cooking 
also.  Over $15,000 was 
cleared for their first time. 
     Forced to move up the 
street in 2018 and no street 
seating led to a disappointing 
year for the ox roast.  With a 
different building, new equip-
ment had to be purchased and 
the weather was uncoopera-
tive.  Serving 200 dinner to the 
beef exhibitors helped 
though.  The following year 
was even worse with several 
problems cropping up.  It was 
a dismal year. 
     The March 3,2020 minutes 
of the NYS Grange Executive 
Committee stated, “after heart-
wrenching discussion a motion 
was made by Halbert to dis-
continue the ox roast.  Sup-
ported by Croucher.  Action 
postponed until after the re-
mapping of vendors is com-
plete.”   During the April 24 
meeting of this committee the 
following is recorded, “After 
discussion involving no re-
sponse from State Fair offi-
cials about a new location and 
other placement rules for the 
cooker, A motion was made by 
Coye and supported by Lavier 
that regretfully, the “Ye Olde 
Ox Roast” will be discontin-
ued, and the resignation of 
Cindy and Jim Pollard be ac-
cepted with thanks for their 
years of service.” 
     The ox roast had a long and 
mostly successful run but cir-
cumstances beyond the 
Grange’s control ended it.  It 
had the GRANGE name be-
fore the public in a big way.  It 
was the only way that many 
people connected to 
Grange.  The booth was 
known for its cleanliness, 
cheerful servers and a place to 
sit, eat and visit.   
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Sesquicentennial Committee 
 ~  Carol Bailey, Historian 
 ~  Paula Turner, NY Coordinator, 
2023 National convention 
5:30pm   Closing in the Fourth 
Degree 
7:30pm   Seating of State Officers 

Speaker:  Kay Hoffman Stiles, 
National Grange Pomona 

Conferring the Sixth Degree 
Closing in the Fourth Degree 
After closing - Youth Officer 

Rehearsal 
Keuka-Seneca Rooms 

Sunday, October 17 
8:15am   Memorial Service 
Virginia Conner, Chaplain 
9:00am   Gerald Eastman Award 
Youth Officers Open in the 
Fourth Degree 
Youth Department Annual Re-

port, Katie Fallon, Director 
Earlandt Award Presentation 
Committee Reports – Delegate 

action 
11:30am   Recess 
 1:00pm    Reconvene 
 1:30pm    Junior Department 

Annual Report, Gail Chamberlain, 
Director 

Committee Reports – Delegate 
action 

 2:30pm    $1.00 ‘C’ Bill Presen-
tation 
    3:00pm    Pomona Study Report, 
Elaine Smith, Chair 

Committee Reports – Delegate 
action  

4:30pm    Closing in Fourth De-
gree 
    5:15pm    Museum Board Din-
ner 

7:00pm     Ice Cream Social and 
Idea Fair, Cayuga Room  
 Session Hosting Committee 
8:00pm   Delegate-At-Large 
Mtg., Cohocton Room 

 Monday, October 18 
8:30am   Opening in the Fourth 

Degree 
Appointment of Election Com-

mittee 
Election of Officers 
Election of Museum Directors 
Committee Reports – Delegate 

action 
11:00am  Speaker – Rich-

ard A. Ball, NYS Commissioner of 
Agriculture & Markets  
 12:00       Noon  Recess 
  1:45pm   Reconvene 

Committee Reports – Delegate 
action 

5:15pm   Recess 
7:00pm   Reconvene 
2021-2022 Budget Approval 
Committee reports – Delegate 

action 
Installation of Officers 
9:30pm    Closing in the Fourth 

Degree 
Tuesday, October 19 

9:00am   Opening - Fourth De-
gree 

Conclusion of Business  
Closing the 149th State Session 

of the New York State Grange 
COMMITTEE ROOMS 

Agriculture – Cohocton Room 
 Education – Directors Room 
 Federal Issues – Tioga Room 
 Grange Issues – Chemung 

Room 
 Health – Rockwell Room 
 State Issues – East Room 
 Taxation – Carder Room 
Press Room – Board Room 

(Continued from page 1) 

Anna E. Western 
 
     Anna 
Western 
resides in 
Lowville, 
New York 
and is the 
daughter of 
Brian and 
Marie 
Western.  
She has one 

sister, Elizabeth, who attends 
LeMoyne College.  Anna at-
tended Lowville Academy and 
Central School.  She graduated 
in the top 15% of her class.  
Anna challenged herself aca-
demically taking courses 
through the Clarkson School, 
where she served as Admis-
sions Ambassador, and also 
took AP College Board Clas-
ses.  Anna achieved National 
Honor Society, High Honor 
Roll and Lions Club Student of 
the Month.  She participated in 
Chorus, Select Chorus, Band, 
Jazz Band and was a member 
of the Volleyball, Tennis and 
Gymnastics Teams.  As a re-
sult, Anna achieved Scholar 
Athlete in both Volleyball and 
Tennis. 
     Anna was a member of the 
Lowville FFA.  Of her many 
accomplishments, she attended 
National Convention, New 
York State Convention, held 
many offices and received var-
ious awards, among them plac-
ing first place in the New York 
State FFA Conduct of Chapter 
Meeting competition. 
     On a family summer vaca-
tion Anna went to South Afri-
ca and Zambia.  She returned 
two years later to serve at an 
orphanage with the Mennonite 
Mission Network, in Benin, 
West Africa.  In an effort to 
give back to her community, 
Anna serves as lead singer in 
her church each month, also 
providing special music.  She 
volunteers for the Lowville 
Cream Cheese Festival, serves 
as a volunteer gymnastics 
coach, participates as a volun-
teer at the Breakfast with Santa 
and Elks Children’s Christmas 
Party, among a few of her 
many contributions. 
     Anna spent her summer va-
cations babysitting and work-
ing at the Hopenhagen Laven-
der Farm where she enjoys 
making gifts for the gift shop.  
In her spare time, she also en-
joys sewing, doing chalk draw-
ings and decorating as well as 
journaling and reading poetry.  
Anna also enjoys singing and 
playing the piano. 
     Anna has been referred to 
as a “kind, compassionate per-
son who is always offering a 
helping hand,” “a well-spoken 
devoted young woman,” 
“highly motivated,” and a 

Hailey Ann Tullar 
 
     Hailey 
Ann Tullar 
resides in 
West Falls, 
New York, 
and is the 
daughter 
of Richard 
and Lisa 

Tullar.  She has one sister, Bri-
anna, who will attend the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh at Brad-
ford in the fall.  Hailey attended 
Holland Central School District 
and was the Valedictorian of 
her class.  She studied the sci-
ences taking AP Biology.  Hai-
ley also enjoyed her English 
classes as she likes to read and 
write.  She received special 
recognition in Advanced Eng-
lish and was student of the 
quarter for Spanish. 
     Hailey achieved National 
Honor Society, where she 
served as president, and Nation-
al Spanish Honor Society.  She 
also service as Secretary of her 
Junior Class.  She was a mem-
ber of the volleyball team, 
World Language Club, and 
SADD/Prom Committee.  Hai-
ley also attended Erie 2 – Chau-
tauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES 
with her focus on small and 
large animal science.  Through 
her studies there, she volun-
teered at the SPCA.  In this area 
of study, she also achieved Na-
tional Technical Honor Society. 
     Hailey participates in her 
church volunteering in dinners 
and food drives.  She serves in a 
mentor program at the local 
Boys and Girls Club through 
the National Honor Society. 
     During summer vacations 
Hailey worked part-time jobs to 
earn extra money for college.  
Among her interests and her 
love for animals, Hailey enjoys 
dancing, going to the beach, 
swimming and meeting new 
people. 
     Hailey has been referred to 
as “motivated, ambitious, com-
passionate and hardworking,” 
one who “addresses life’s chal-
lenges with steadfast determina-
tion,” and “most passionate 
about applying her time and 
effort to meaningful pursuits.” 
     Hailey will attend SUNY 
Cobleskill in the fall pursuing a 
degree in Animal Science.  She 
intends to “make a difference in 
the world by treating animals 
and caring for our wildlife.” 

“bright and personable young 
woman.” 
     Anna will attend SUNY Co-
bleskill in the fall earning an 
AAS Decree in Agricultural 
Business.  She plans to transfer 
to Cornell University for her BS 
in International Agriculture and 
Rural Development. 

Morgan Rae DePue 
 
     Morgan Rae DePue lives in 
Hamburg, New York and is the 
daughter of Christopher and JoAnn 
DePue.  Morgan is a graduate of 
Springville-Griffith Institute High 
School and attends Cornell Univer-
sity where she majors in Animal 
Science.  Upon receipt of her un-
dergraduate degree, Morgan plans 
to apply to veterinary school to be-
come a large animal veterinarian.  
Her hope is to own her own clinic 
and connect with all farmers and 
animal owners in her community. 
     During her high school career, 
Morgan received the Presidential 
Academic Achievement Award and 
the French Seal of Biliteracy, 
among a few of her achievements.  
She also was a competitive dancer 
throughout high school. While at-
tending college she traveled to Italy 
with the Cornell Dairy Club Farm 
to Table Study.  As a 4-H member 
since the age of five, she has ac-
complished and received many 
awards and titles.  She is a Champi-
on Dairy Cattle Showman, Grand 
Champion Market Goat, Master 
Market Goat Showman, a few of 
her more recent awards.  Morgan 
served as the President for the Erie 
County 4H Youth Development. 
She participated in Public Presenta-
tions, Diary Bowl, Dairy Challenge, 
Dairy Judging and Livestock Judg-
ing, New York State Diary Man-
agement Team, All-American Diary 
Show in Harrisburge PA placing 
second in the Overall Individual 
Competition and first place team, 
and the  NYS Livestock Skillathon.  
Morgan joined the Cornell Univer-
sity Dairy Science Club and is a 
member of the research team. 
     Morgan has given back to her 
community participating in the 
“Griffins Day of Giving” by clean-
ing, maintaining and improving 
parks, buildings and creeks in her 
town as well as speaking to the 
public about the diary industry by 
joining a local farm’s “Sundaes on 
the Farm” project. More recently 
she continues to volunteer her ser-
vices by providing online lessons 
for kindergarten classes about rais-
ing cows, assisting 4-Hers prepar-
ing public presentations, and at-
tending FFA fundraisers, promoting 
the FFA Organization.  She current-
ly is a member of the New York 
State Farm Bureau and the Cornell 
University Dairy Science Club. 
     Morgan has been referred to as 
having a “high level of determina-
tion and self-drive,” an individual 
who “presents herself in a profes-
sional manner,” and “an excellent 
student, a leader among her peers.” 
     Morgan enjoys spending time 
with her animals and mentoring 
children in taking care of their ani-
mals.  She is starting her own milk-
ing shorthorn herd and has recently 
gotten into cheesemaking with the 
milk from her herd. 
     This fall, Morgan will continue 
her studies at Cornell University. 
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Future of National Grange Headquarters Building 

‘All options are on the table’ in National HQ discussion 

By Betsy Huber, National Grange President 

     Every Grange member is extremely proud of our headquar-
ters building, located around the corner from the White House 
in Washington, DC. We own a beautiful, 11 story building in a 
fantastic location in the capitol city of our country. 
     The building is 61 years old now and hasn’t always had the 
ongoing maintenance that it needed. There are a lot of little 
problems like leaking pipes, an aging electrical system, and lots 
of other big things that are needing attention. Recent updates 
include new roof, new boiler and a new air conditioning system, 
but many other repairs are necessary. Engineers have provided a 
variety of estimates and urgent versus important totaling $4.5 
million over the next eight years just to maintain the building’s 
safety, status, and its justification for rental rates. Some more 
extensive repairs like wiring and piping may require us to va-
cate the building for about two years – both tenants and con-
tents, including the National Grange offices.  
     To do any of those projects would require borrowing a lot of 
money, which is of course a concern. How will we repay the 
loans?  We live off our current income-- we are saving a little 
bit of money, but nothing close to what it would take to make 
these needed improvements. 
Mechanical issues are not the only problem facing the building, 
as outdated décor and a changing style of work brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic risks the ability of the Grange to find 
suitable tenants. 
The conversation then turns to return on investment – which 
even with the best-case scenario would take years to pay off– or 
finding another way to fund the work such as a one-time or mul-
ti-year member assessment or major dues increase. 
     With a building appraised at $13 million according to a 2018 
appraisal, with a market value of possibly $24 million, and a 
budget that relies heavily on the nearly $400,000 a year rental 
income, clearly 1616 H Street is a great asset. 
     The question, though: Is it worth it? Should we mortgage the 
future just to have an office close to the White House? When 
does an asset become a liability because of the scope of work 
necessary? 
The National Grange Executive Committee has been studying 
this issue for two years, and states, “all options are on the ta-
ble.” 

At the August meeting of Butternut 
Valley Grange, Otsego County, 
Lecturer Barton Snekaker had 
Grangers bring flowers from their 
gardens.  Members spoke briefly 
about the flowers they brought. Af-
ter the meeting 14 flower arrange-
ments were created .  They were 
delivered to non-Grangers and some 
Grangers experiencing health issues, 
living alone or just needing a cheer-
ful surprise. 

 

     Those include borrowing and making necessary repairs in a well-
planned, systematic way; or to sell the building outright and find a 
new building to purchase that is large enough to produce rental in-
come or small enough to house only necessary operations and put the 
remaining sale profits into investments with hopes for good returns to 
support our programs and staff. 
THE FACTS: 
The approximate value of the building: 

Assessed value (taxes) $9,072,010 
Appraised value 9/2018         $13,000,000 

 Market value   $24,000,000 
 
Current mortgage - $1,558,400. 
 
The income it brings in (generally) – gross income- $1.1 million; net 
$385,300 

Repairs needed:  

Urgent - $485,000 

1-3 yrs.  $3,667,500 

4-8 yrs. $825,000 

Total needed repairs next 8 years= $4.5 million 
Monthly payments on 20 year mortgage = $40,060 = $9.61 per mem-
ber per year 
 

Other News From National Grange 
Agriculture and Food  

African Swine Fever Threatens U.S. Pork 
The disease that decimated China’s pork industry and is spreading 
through Asia and Europe has been discovered in the Dominican Re-
public. Why is that important? If ASF makes the short 83-mile boat 
ride from the Dominican Republic to Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, 
countries around the globe can use international standards to ban 
American pork. The World Organization for Animal Health provides 
no difference between a country and its territories when determining 
ASF status. USDA and Customs and Border Protection inspectors 
with dogs are checking for pork carried by passengers between the 
two countries. 
“Buy American” looks at School Lunch 
     President Biden’s “Buy American” executive order has prompted 
USDA to review its current enforcement on buying domestic prod-
ucts. Buy American was added to the National School lunch Act in 
1998 but two exemptions may have allowed schools to sidestep the 
requirement and buy foreign food products. The exemptions allow 
schools to buy commodities like bananas and pineapples that aren’t 
widely produced in the U.S. and to choose foreign commodities when 
the same domestic commodities are more costly. However, numerous 
instances have been documented where schools have purchased 60% 
of their apple juice from China and 60%-70% of fish sticks from fish 
caught on Russian vessels. 
USDA Raises SNAP Benefits 
     Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack says recipients of the Supplemental Nu-
trition Program will receive 40 cents more per meal as the result of a 
reevaluation review. This is a 27% increase of about $36 per month to 
an average of benefit of about $169 per month. These were made in 
response to increased food prices and expansion of food choic-
es. Recipients will begin receiving the larger benefits in October. 
Surplus Dairy Products to Needy Families 
     USDA has put $400 million into the Dairy Donation Program 
which is funded from the coronavirus relief package passed by Con-
gress in December. Dairy cooperatives and other processors who pro-
vide products to food banks and other feeding services can get reim-
bursed for the cost of milk and some of their manufacturing and trans-
portation costs. Dairy producers will also receive an increase in their 
feed cost formula under the Dairy Margin Coverage program.  

Health Care  
Voters Want Bipartisan Fix to Costs 
     The Health Care Landscape National Study in July produced some 
interesting polling on health care costs such as: 
     Voters want bipartisan solutions to health care reform. Consumers 
saw the success collaborative efforts produced during the COVID-19 
pandemic when all stakeholders (Congress, government, private in-
dustry) worked together.  
     Reducing the cost of health care premiums and copays is more im-
portant than reducing the cost of prescription drugs according to two 
thirds of respondents.  
     Nine in ten voters believe health care out-of-pocket costs should 
be low enough to not prevent needed patient care. 
Rural Telehealth Gets Boost 
     The Biden administration has committed to more than $19 million 
in grants to expand telehealth in rural and other underserved commu-
nities. These funds are to train primary care providers, pilot new tele-
health services and research the effectiveness of telehealth in rural 
geographics.  


