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WHILE YOU SLEEP AT 
NIGHT 

     I recently came across an arti-
cle published by a significant na-
tional fraternity, very similar to 
the Grange in relation to the hier-
archical structure, the theme of 
which was an observation that  a 
significant percent of the mem-
bers, while many of them active 
in the local organization, had lit-
tle concept of the importance or 
function of the national organiza-
tion.  The reality of this situation 
is that I could have taken that 
name out and inserted the word 
Grange and the article would still 
be spot on. 
     Discussions on how to solve 
this problem always end up with 
one word – Communication.  
The reality of communication is 
that there are two aspects of it, 
the “communicator” and the 
“communicatee.” Countless 
thousands of dollars, not to men-
tion the hours of intellectual ef-
fort are spent each year by com-
municators in hopes that their 
messages will be received, and it 
thus becomes the duty of the re-
ceiver to decide which ones they 
wish to receive.  The bombard-
ment of messages in endless. 
That said, when many are chal-
lenged as to their knowledge of 
any particular subject, say for 
example what the National 

Grange is doing for them on a 
daily basis, and there is no 
awareness of what is happening, 
the onus is immediately shifted 
to the communicator with a po-
sition that there has been a lack 
of communication on the part of 
the communicator. 
     Communication from the 
standpoint of the communicator 
is not an easy task. I’m sure no 
one needs a history lesson as to 
how every aspect of the medi-
um from composition to deliv-
ery has changed over just the 
last 50 years, and continues to 
do so on at a rapid pace.  A 
number of years ago the Nation-
al Grange, along with most all 
of its subdivisions, made the 
decision to move the basic com-
munication process with the 
membership to electronic as 
opposed to mail. Since that de-
cision social media has blos-
somed, and thus a move to in-
clude that in the communication 
process has been developed as 
well. This has not been problem 
free, as with any other innova-
tion that has come down the 
pike, but in the long run it 
turned out to be an essential de-
cision.  When you get right 
down to it, the Grange has al-
ways been at the forefront of 
advancements in communica-
tion, starting with RFD, contin-
uing with efforts to wire rural 
America with telephone service, 
and now broadband, each one 
of these a very important issue 
at the time. 
     The point here is that in or-
der to get a grasp on what the 
Grange is doing for perhaps you 
personally, or the collective 
community “you” it is only nec-
essary to look around. If you 
have not thought about this 
much, I would encourage you to 
do so, the resources being readi-
ly available, as you will see 
firsthand how your minimal 
dues contribution is paying 
huge dividends in many signifi-
cant areas. Even if a person can-
not be an active participating 
member for whatever reason, 
the annual dues are working on 
your behalf, probably worth at 
least five times what is being 
paid. We are all part of a great 
organization, one that has a 
long history of positive impact, 
which many don’t see, as it has 
never been sought out. 
     We attempt to communicate 
important issues to our mem-
bership via email on a needed 
basis to as not to clutter inboxes 
of our members. One of our 

(Continued on page 3) 

     I am sure that most have heard of Sturgis from its reputation for 
the half million rider motorcycle rally.  It is obvious that the commu-
nity makes the most of that event. 
     The Grange took advantage of the facilities for camping in the area 
as well as the many natural and man made attractions in the area. 
     Several New York Grangers attended the Revival this year.  The 
attractions of the area and also attractions during the journey made 
this a wonderful event.  We are including several photos and explana-
tions about the revival in this article.  We also encourage more 
Grangers from New York to start planning for the 2023 revival to be 
held in the UP (Upper Peninsula ) of Michigan.  There will be much 
to see and do as well as enjoying meeting of Grangers from across the 
country.  We will be sure to have information in the paper as it be-
comes available.  People that attended were able to use their fancy 
Motorhomes, Fifth Wheel campers, tents and even cabins at 
campgrounds. 

For those who enjoyed 

her books and the tele-

vision show “Little 

House on the Prairie, 

Walnut Grove Minneso-

ta and Desmet   South 

Dakota were on the 

travel itinerary. 

Above is Sharon Croucher near 
the statue of Laura Ingalls Wilder-
in Desmet.  On the right is an ex-
ample of a sod house like the one 
the Ingalls family lived in when 
they first moved west. 

Occasionally you will come 
across some local “oddities” 
such as the 60 foot tall pheas-
ant in Huron South Dakota 
where pheasant hunting is the 
claim to fame of this area. 

During the trip across South Da-
kota on Interstate 90 one would 
not want to miss the Wall Drug 
Store.  What started as a place to 
get free ice water is now a top 
tourist attraction.  Since the bill-
boards begin many miles before 
you arrive it is unlikely you will 
miss it.  The giant brontosaurus  
is very visible at 80 feet. tall 
We decided to stop to see about 
all of the  furor.  Lots of gift 
shops and a photo opportunity 
with the rare and elusive 
“jackelope”.  Touring through 
the Badlands National Park reveals 
some very beautiful scenery.  
Don’t forget to get your National 
Park Passport to get free access to 
the parks as you travel.  We had 
very little difficulty with the parks 
on this trip.  No reservations were 
necessary. 
 
Continue on Page 6 
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Cindy Benson-Pollard 

Roger Halbert 

     Summer is in full swing.  It is 
kind of sad that we have to start 
thinking about fall already.  I 
hope that you are thinking about 
your Grange’s legislative work.  
What better way to show your 
community that you care about 
what is happening in your area.   
     I am starting to think about 
the annual legislative confer-
ence.  Although meeting re-
strictions have been lifted.  I am 
still not sure how people feel 
about getting together.  To help 
me decide about the meeting, 
would you please contact either 
me at my email address of cben-
son81@msn.com or State 
Grange and let me know the in-
terest in the meeting.  If there is 
enough interest, I will plan a 
conference.  I hope there is.  
This is an important opportunity 
to hear from our government 
representatives and other organi-
zations that the Grange works 
with. 
     The State Legislative ended 
in June.  Of all the issues that 
the Grange addressed, we had 
four successes.  Two of the is-
sues that we addressed were 
signed by the Governor recently.  
I would like to thank all of you 
who participated in our legisla-
tive email blasts.  This is an ex-
cellent way to let our govern-
ment representatives the 
Grange’s position.  If you did 
not participate, I hope that you 
will change your mind and join 
in our legislative efforts.   
     I know that not all members 
agree with our policies.  This is 
why I ask you and your Grange 
to review our policy handbook.  
You are always welcome to sub-
mit a resolution to ask the 
Grange to change their position.  
This has happened many times.  
Sometimes we need more infor-
mation to make an informed de-
cision on issues that affect our 
members and their communities.   
     A reminder.  Resolutions to 
be considered at this year’s State 
Grange session need to be sub-
mitted by September 1st.   
PLEASE do not wait until Au-
gust 31st to send them in.  I have 
received a few already.  It is eas-
ier to type them in a few at a 
time than to wait until the last 
minute.   
If you need help, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  I am al-
ways available to lend a helping 
hand.  

Be a star and add a 
few new members to 
your Grange. 
The New York State 
Grange would like to 

join several others and have a net 
gain in membership. It almost hap-
pened last year 

Sherri Taft 

  Not by choice, but of necessi-
ty, I start this column with on 
the dreaded topic of the IRS.  
At the end of July, I have re-
ceived no less than 40 calls 
from Subordinate and Pomona 
Granges that received a notice 
from the U.S.  Treasury Depart-
ment due to lack of reporting 
for the year ending September 
2020.  The annual report, cov-
ering all Subordinate and Po-
mona Granges in New York 
State, was filed in May with a 
return receipt showing the re-
port was received in Ogden, UT 
on May 24, 2021.  Tobin & As-
sociates, State Grange’s audit-
ing firm, is currently handling 
the situation with IRS.  To our 
knowledge, such notices should 
not have been sent to our 
Granges.  We will keep you 
posted on further develop-
ments.  In the meantime, if your 
Grange receives an IRS notice, 
send the contents to me, to my 
home address, and do nothing 
more. 
   At this writing, the listing for 
Delegates to State Session are 
coming in from Pomona Secre-
taries.  Pomona Masters, please 
check with your Pomona Secre-
tary to see that the notice with 
delegates’ names and local 
membership is sent to me im-
mediately, if not done at this 
date.  They were due August 
15.  State Session will be held 
at Corning Radisson and dele-
gates can make room reserva-
tions by calling 607-962-5000.  
Delegates are to be on site, 
ready for work at the first meet-
ing scheduled for Friday after-
noon, October 15.  Official 
opening is Saturday morning, 
October 16.  More information 
about the banquet, the only cor-
porate meal function on Octo-
ber 15, will be sent to Pomona 
Masters and Pomona Secretar-
ies soon.  Reservations for the 
banquet are to be made directly 
with the Pomona Grange Dele-
gate-at-Large (usually the Po-
mona Master) by the end of 
September. If you have not 
heard about the arrangements 
and payment and you wish to 
attend the banquet, contact your 
Delegate-at-Large or Pomona 
Secretary for information. 
   The 2021/2022 Officers and 
Committee Chairpersons List-
ing should be completed and 
sent directly to the Cortland 
office right along, if done al-
ready.  The lists are to be sent 
in by October 1.  Current 
names of key officers and de-

partment chairpersons are key 
so that the right leaders are get-
ting all communication in 2022.  
Masters (of Pomona and Subor-
dinate Granges), please contact 
your Secretary to see this has 
been accomplished… names 
and contact info are crucial if 
the Directory is a valuable 
source for your and our work 
this coming year. 
   I am sorry to report that it ap-
pears a Secretary’s Minute 
book, in the format that was 
used for several years, is not 
going to be available as we had 
hoped.  Many Secretaries are 
using loose leaf sheets or the 
totally blank sheets in a bound 
book that makes for much more 
handwriting for the Secretary.  
Unfortunately, we are not 
reaching with success currently 
on getting a user-friendly ver-
sion, at least for the time being. 
   If any Granges or members 
would like a copy of the Jour-
nal of Proceedings for 2020 or 
the current Directory for 2021, 
please contact Mary Liddington 
at the Cortland office and we 
will be happy to provide you,  
607-756-7553. 
   We hope that the pandemic 
resurgence does not upset our 
plans for the State Session in 
October.  While business was 
conducted in acceptable and 
legal form last year, we really 
missed seeing so many of you 
in our abbreviated version in 
2020.  Before leaving our 
thoughts on State Session, a 
reminder to all Grangers to 
watch out for those “C” and 
“G” series dollar bills for our 
on-going fund raising…”C” for 
the statewide community ser-
vice project to a cancer treat-
ment facility in the Corning 
area and “G” bills for our host-
ing responsibilities when Na-
tional Grange comes to the 
northeast, which will happen in 
2023!  A special request, if pos-
sible, please send one check in 
the amount of “C” and “G” 
bills collected and send to me 
to my home address prior to 
October 1.  This will greatly 
save a lot of counting while at 
the State Session.  Thanks for 
your consideration! 

     As we look towards this 
year’s meeting, I would encour-
age, and welcome, any inquir-
ies into the role of the State 
Secretary and how you might 
be willing to step into this of-
fice come October.  It is time 
for a change and I will be wait-
ing by the phone to hear from 
you:   607-783-2691.  Please 
give this your earnest attention 
and consideration. 

     Viola Cocran holds the world 
record for the most volunteer 
hours for a single person with 
77,019 hours.  She accrued these 
hours at the Slidell Memorial Hos-
pital in Slidell, Louisiana from 
1959 to 2012 when she retired at 
the age of 89 years.  What an hon-
or to make it into the Guinness 
World Records for having the 
most volunteer/community service 
hours, and still be able to volun-
teer at the age of 89 years! We 
should not let the age of our 
Grange members prevent us from 
doing community service.  There 
are many things that a Grange can 
do that doesn’t require a lot of 
time and energy but still counts 
toward community service.  If 
your Grange has not done commu-
nity service for a few years, what 
can you do this year to help out 
your community?  Please make it 
a goal to do at least one project 
this upcoming year.  
     Many Granges have found new 
ways to do some of their normal 
projects while continuing to do 
other projects as they have done 
them in the past.  Regardless of 
how many hours your Grange 
does in community service, each 
hour is important to the recipient 
of that project.  Keep your focus 
on what you can do in your com-
munity with the resources and 
help that you have in your Grange. 
     Have you ever wondered what 
other Granges across New York 
do for community service?  In 
each edition of the Empire State 
Granger, we are going to list what 
Granges are doing in their com-
munity.  This may help your 
Grange come up with ideas to help 
your local community.  Please 
send me one or two sentences via 
email at kidsbreak1@yahoo.com 
or via postal mail at 164 County 
Route 14, Fulton, NY 13069, 
about a project that your Grange 
has done and we will get it pub-
lished in the next edition of the 
Empire State Granger.  A few ex-
amples of what we are looking for 
are: 
 
Lamson Grange #588, Onondaga 
County donated food to the Cato-
Meridian Central School Back-
pack program. 
 
Marcellus Grange #464, Ononda-
ga County made “ugly quilts” for 
homeless people  
Clifton Springs Grange #1042, 
Ontario County, held an Easter 
Egg Hunt for children in their 
community. 
Stanford Grange #808, Dutchess 
County, held an outdoor movie 
night for their community. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Broadband Funds in Relief 
Package 

 
The $900 billion COVID relief 
package provides $7 billion in 
new broadband funding that 
includes these new priorities:     
 
Purchase of connectivity and 
devices for low-income indi-
viduals 
Additional connectivity for un-
served areas and low-income 
communities 
Telehealth expansion 
Broadband mapping support (to 
determine the availability of 
access) 
Additional funding for state and 
local online learning technolo-
gy and connectivity 
Support for the Distance Learn-
ing, Telemedicine and Broad-
band Program administered by 
USDA 
Support for small telecommuni-
cations companies to replace 
Huawei/ZTE equipment with 
secure equipment. 
 

More Telehealth  
 
Health care visits by broadband 
households increased from 15% 
in 2019 to 41% in 
2020. Widespread adoption of 
virtual care is rapidly increas-
ing the demand for ways to in-
tegrate connected devices with 
physician workflows to meet 
patient demand. 
 

Closing Rural Telehealth 
Gaps 

 
 The Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration has been 
awarded $8 million to fund the 
Telehealth Broadband Pilot 
project to access the broadband 
capacity available to rural 
health care providers and pa-
tient communities. Also created 
was the Rural Broadband Initia-
tive, a cross-cutting, multi-
department move to coordinate 
programs working to expand 
and improve telehealth access. 
 

Congress Asks for 
Accountability 

 
A broad bipartisan coalition if 
153 senators and representa-
tives is asking the Federal 
Communications Commission 
to thoroughly vet the $9 billion 
in rural broadband funding 
awarded to internet providers 
last year through the Rural Dig-
ital Opportunity Fund. The leg-
islators are urging the commis-
sion to validate that each pro-
vider has the technical, finan-
cial, managerial, and operation-
al skills to deliver the services 
they’ve pledged. The RDOF is 
designed to close the digital 
divide that has existed since the 
beginning of the internet by 
investing in the construction of 
rural broadband networks.  

As always, if I can help you in 
any way with Community Ser-
vice ideas for your Grange, feel 
free to reach out to me and I 
will be glad to help you any 
way that I can.   

(Continued from page 2) Community Involve-

ment 

Virginia L. Conner 

problems is collecting and 
maintaining viable email ad-
dresses. At the present time 
our email address listing con-
sists of about 15% of our total 
membership. We realize that in 
many cases addresses are 
shared, just like living in a 
house, but it would seem that 
this number is very low. If you 
are not receiving the periodic 
newsletters from the National 
Grange, or the “blasts” we put 
out on occasion in relation to 
important legislative and/or 
Grange issues we would be 
delighted to make the addition 
to our data base. It can only 
benefit you in learning and un-
derstanding what our great or-
ganization is doing for us, 
completely apart from activi-
ties and interactions with our 
local Grangers. Just send us a 
simple email saying “add me 
to your list” with your name 
and Grange, and it will be a 
done deal. Send it either to 
Headquarters or me, the ad-
dresses are elsewhere in the 
publication.  Thank you for 
that consideration, and thank 
you for taking the time to learn 
what is being done in our be-
half while we sleep. 

(Continued from page 1) President’s Column 

Director  

John Buchanan 

 
     The annual Grange Golf 

Tournament was held on July 

11, 2021 with three teams par-

ticipating.  The tournament 

was at Orchard Valli Golf 

Course in LaFayette, NY.  The 

weather was threatening rain, 

but held off until the tourna-

ment concluded. 

     Cortland County had one 

team and Clifton Springs 

Grange Ontario County had 

two teams.   

 It was “Great Fun”. 

First Place:  John Vanden-

berg, Barbara LaVier and 

John Buchanan, Cortland 

County 

Third Place:  Pinky Tiebout, 

Sean Manns and Andre w 

Croucher.  Heather Manns rode 

the course for support., Clifton 

Springs 

Second Place:  Andrea Kelsey, 

Henry Kelsey and Bruce 

Croucher. Clifton Springs 

HOOKED  UP 
     I am writing this column 

from a campsite in one of New 
York’s beautiful State Parks lo-
cated on Seneca Lake.  The nat-
ural beauty and location make it 
a special place.  I say “a special 

place” because the park is 
Sampson State Park located on 

the former Sampson Naval Base 
which is where my Dad trained 

for entering World War II.  Each 
time we come here to camp I 
envision my Dad marching on 

these grounds, bunking in one of 
the bunkhouses or eating in one 
of the mess halls.  It feels like 

hallowed ground and that I have 
“hooked up” with a part of 

Dad’s life. 
     Now there are two kinds of 
camping –having a site with 
hookups (electric, water and 
sewer) or dry camping with no 
hookups.  Dry camping means 
that before leaving home you 
make sure that the fresh water 
tank is full, that the black water 
tank (sewage) is empty and that 
the batteries are charged. 
     Dry camping is not the nor-
mal choice of camping; howev-
er, if you have not made a reser-
vation and upon arrival all sites 
are full, you are sent to the over-
flow area and that means no 
hookups.  Have you prepared 
your tanks for dry camping? 
   So isn’t that just like our rela-
tionship with the Lord God?  
We need to fill our mind and 
hearts by hooking into His 
Word, have a conversation with 
Him daily and be ready to travel 
to His Hallowed Ground.   
     In Romans 5:2, the Bible 
says we have access (hooked 
up) to God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Again it is stated 
in Ephesians 2:18.  I’d rather be 
hooked up to the promises in the 
Bible and not be in a field of dry 
camping and have the worry of 
unprepared tanks.  How about 
you? 
     We send sympathy to the 
family of Mary Widger of On-
ondaga County who passed to 
the Grange Above on June 30, 
2021. 
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Support Grange 

Youth 

 

Barton Snedaker 

     Proud Patrons Persevere: 
Plan Post-Pandemic* Party 
     How’s that for an attention 
grabbing headline to post to 
your local news source?  Of 
course it will be done with 
Faith, Hope, Charity and Fideli-
ty. 
     (The * could be Pie, Pasta, 
Pitch, Play, People, Pesto, Pro-
visions, etc.)  
     I am well aware that every 
Grange is not going to hold 
such a fete’, but what a perfect 
time to hold an event.  Offer the 
location to help your communi-
ty overcome its’ mask less re-
entry anxiety.  (Did any Grang-
es provide space for local vac-
cination sites?) 
     Actually this column is what 
I planned to write about last is-
sue. 
     A few years ago (probably 
more than I care to think) a pop-
ular movie had the pervasive 
catchphrase “If you build it, 
they will come.”  In full trans-
parency I did not see the movie, 
but I heard the phrase many, 
many times. If we put aside the 
magical thinking presupposed 
by the phrase we finally get to 
the topic of this writing.  “Self-
fulfilling prophecy.”  We’ve all 
heard of it, some of us have 
seen the outcomes of it.  Some 
of us, sad to say, have dabbled 
in it.  In graduate school I heard 
about the teacher who was giv-
en a class and told they were 
low achieving.  Low and behold 
they were.  Another class went 
to a teacher who was told they 
were advanced - low and behold 
they were.  Now, I think about 
the inherent damage done to the 
first class - was it ever recti-
fied?  Is the story true or apoc-
ryphal? But I digress.   
     Have you ever heard or said 
yourself - “We have no way of 
raising that much money.” Or - 
“Well, you know that when 
Mrs. So-and-so dies that will be 
the end of (fill in the name of 
any organization)!”  “We have 
nothing to offer as a Grange to 
entice new members.”  
“Nobody would come to that!”  
“There is just no way to recover 
from Covid damage.” “The 
Grange is a dying organization 
with no place in the modern 
world.” “No one wants to run 
for an office.” “There are not 
enough of us left to do that.”   
     I could go on but I do not 
want to dwell on the negative - 
and most self-fulfilling prophe-
cy is just that. So how do we 
turn our prophecy positive in-
stead?  
     Raising money is difficult at 
best.  But remember that what-

ever amount you do raise is 
more than what you started 
with.  There may be ways to 
ask your community for finan-
cial assistance which you 
haven’t thought of yet.  Some-
times letting them know you 
could use help is the first step.  
You might be surprised. 
     When any member of any 
organization, elderly or not, 
passes away it is a sad time.  
However, we know that death 
comes to all living things and 
Mrs. So-and-so’s will not be 
the cause of the demise of any 
organization.  Start by asking 
Mrs. So-and-so to pass on her 
accumulated  wealth of 
knowledge about the organiza-
tion to someone else.  Most 
older members would be hap-
py to have their history recog-
nized and appreciated.  It also 
would be a good idea to find 
new members before losing 
old ones.  Easier said than 
done to be sure. 
     The statements about hav-
ing “nothing to offer” and “the 
Grange is a dying organiza-
tion” go hand in hand but they 
are both false and will kill 
your Grange if you believe 
them.  This time in our na-
tion’s history is actually very 
reminiscent of the times in 
which the Grange was found-
ed. Divided and bellicose.  
Take some time to read 
through the ritual and the de-
gree work.  You will find 
much, with careful study, that 
the Grange has to offer to yet 
another new generation.  
Much of the language is from 
the time directly after the Civil 
War when the country was, in 
great hardship, attempting to 
reunite and recover.  Sound 
familiar? Would that be help-
ful now? 
     Finding ways to turn nega-
tive talk and thinking into pos-
itive action may be one of the 
most difficult things we have 
to do.  Turn “no one running 
for office” into a search for 
the right person - letting the 
office find that person, not the 
other way around. 
     Don’t let any (every?) 
meeting turn into only nega-
tive feelings and talking 
points.  Keep the conversation 
positive and uplifting instead.  
Yes, I know it is much easier 
said than done, but give it the 
old Grange try!  Try very hard 
to turn no's, nots, won’ts, 
don’ts, cant’s and any other 
negative word into yes, will, 
do, and can. 

Brenda Noble 

Katie Fallon 

     I am very happy to announce 
that fall youth weekend will be 
at Lamson Grange on Septem-
ber 24th 25th and 26th! 
     The registration form is on 
the NYS Grange website! 
     You can sign up with me and 
bring the form when you arrive 
or mail it to me at 6042 Route 
82 Stanfordville, New York!  

Cost is $25  
     We will be looking for youth 
to participate in the 5th degree 
ceremony at state session.  In 
addition we need youth for the 
youth opening and drill at state 
session. If you are interested 
and cannot make it to the fall 
youth weekend please let me 
know. 
     Updates with the schedule 
for the fall youth weekend will 
be available on the facebook 
page in September! 

 

You’re Invited to be 
Part of our 150th 

Celebration 
 
     A Treasured Tradition 
with the Future in Focus is 
the Sesquicentennial theme cel-
ebrating the 150th birthday of 
the New York State Grange.  A 
treasured tradition for many is a 
Birthday Cake.  At the New 
York State Grange Annual Ses-
sion October 15-19 in Corning 
our special traveling Birthday 
Cake will be revealed and on 
display.  This cake will be dec-
orated with 150 candles.   The 
Committee has chosen four 
candle colors-red, blue, green, 
and pink.  This cake will not 
only celebrate the 150th birth-
day of the New York State 
Grange but will provide an op-
portunity for recognition of 
treasured Granges and Grange 
Members by having a Grange 
or treasured member’s name 
applied to one of the candles on 
the cake.   
     How can this be accom-
plished?  Committee Co-chair 
Roberta Halbert will be accept-
ing donations at the State Ses-
sion in Corning from anyone or 
any Grange wishing to have a 
treasured member’s name or 
Grange name applied to a can-
dle. Donations are as follows: 
red candle is $10; blue candle is 
$25; green candle is $50; and 
pink candle is $100. These con-
tributions will be used to sup-
port our celebration. Our cele-
bratory cake will be traveling to 
various events and regional cel-
ebrations until October of 2023 
and then will be displayed at 
State Grange Headquarters in 
Cortland. 
     What a great way to honor 
your special member and your 
Grange through recognition on 
the celebratory Birthday Cake. 
Individuals, Granges, Grange 
Committees etc. can add names 
to the candles. Make checks 
payable to New York State 
Grange with a notation that it is 
for the 150th or sesquicentennial 
celebration.  

     I hope everyone is enjoying 
their summer and soon we will be 
having State Session. We will be 
having displays at State Session 
of the winners from judging in 
April. We will also have the 
judging of the scones for the bak-
ing contest. You may use a recipe 
of your choice. Be sure there are 
6 scones of uniform shape. When 
entering make sure you have 
your name, Grange, county, and 
recipe attached in an envelope 
under the entry.  
     There will also be the North-
east Exposition this year. It will 
be September 17th-October 3rd. I 
will be sending items for judging 
late August. There will not be a 
quilt raffle this year, so New 
York will be donating the quilt 
for the raffle in 2022. 
     You should soon receive re-
port forms. I encourage everyone 
to send them back. I know this 
year has been challenging to do 
Grange activities, but being sup-
portive of each other and your 
community is what Grange is 
about. I read every report and 
summarize them for my report. I 
hope everyone enjoys the rest of 
your summer and I hope to see 
you at State Grange Session in 
October. 
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NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 
2021 

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates 
Special Note: Items noted with ** are the responsibility of 
the State Grange and are being scheduled with the possibil-
ity of future cancellation/modification due to Covid-19. 
 
July 11   State Golf Tournament – LaFayette 
July 15   Empire State Granger Copy Due 
July 16   Executive Committee Meeting, 10:00 a.m.  
   HDQ 
July 17   NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting & 
   Picnic, Museum 
August 3-5  Empire Farm Days, Pompey 
August 20 – Sept. 6 New York State Fair – Syracuse 
September 1  Community Service Reports due to Director 
September 1  National JG Report due 
September 4  Grange Day at the NYS Fair 
September 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
September 15  Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer 
Sept. 17 – Oct. 3 Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) – West 
   Springfield, MA 
September 24  Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m. 
September 24-26 Youth Fall Weekend – TBA ** 
September 25  State Legislative Day – HDQ ** 
September 26  Grange Day at the Big E – West Springfield, 
   MA 
September 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 
October 15-19  State Grange 149th Annual Session – Corning 
   Radisson, Corning ** 
October 17  Museum Dinner at State Session  ** 
October 19  Executive Committee Meeting -- Corning  
   Radisson, Corning ** 
October 19  NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting,  
   Corning Radisson, Corning ** 
November 6  NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 
   a.m., Museum 
November 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
November 9-13 National Grange Annual Session, Hyatt  
   Regency, Wichita, KS 
December                    Executive Committee Meeting - TBA 
December 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 

     I hope you all are having a 
wonderful summer! Vacations, 
county fair, and community ac-
tivities keep us all busy and ac-
tive.  You may be making a dis-
play, completing crafts, or may-
be preparing an animal for show 
or preparing the fruit/vegetable/
flowers from your garden. Pro-
mote the Junior Grange and ac-
tivities when you are making a 
display.  Have a JG member, 
parent or community Grange 
member by the display to answer 
any questions and help increase 
your membership.   People are 
more interested if they are able 
to speak to a person who is posi-
tive and excited about their or-
ganization!   
     If you have not completed 
your membership report which 
was due the end of June – do it 
now.  Junior (including 1+ mem-
bers)  dues $1 and $1  Junior 
Fund,  should have been submit-
ted.  Refer to the Junior section 

Gail Chamberlain 

 

 Gerald M. Eastman Award 

The Gerald M. Eastman Award, first awarded in 1978, is presented annu-

ally to an individual Granger or Grange couple who exemplifies Christian 

principles and influences others in a positive way.  This monetary award 

will be presented during the State Grange Session each October.  Nomi-

nations for the Eastman Award should be sent by September 15: 

  New York State Grange 

  Attn:  State Grange Secretary 

  100 Grange Place  

  Cortland, New York   13045 

 

Nominations received after September 15 will not be considered for the 

current year’s presentation.  Please forward the following application form 

as well as supplemental statements that will present the nominee’s quali-

fications and attributes that the Award recognizes. 

Nomination Form 

We nominate ___________________________________________ 

Grange, No., and County __________________________________ 

Telephone  _____________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

               _______________________________________________ 

Signature of Nominator ____________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________ 

               _______________________________________________ 

Grange of Nominator  ____________________________________ 

Additional Documentation About the Nominee Is Strongly Encouraged 

(please type or write legibly, using  the reverse side or additional pages)  

of the State Grange Handbook.  
We tried to combine these re-
ports so you would only have 
one to fill out and should be 
completed now.  Tell me what 
you have been doing and ac-
complishing and improving 
your community.  My report 
reflects what you have done! 
It is also time to get your Junior 
activities report ready.  If you 
send it to me (or a copy) by 
September 1,  I will send them 
on to the National Director.  
Every Junior Grange should 
submit a report. It can be found 
in the State Handbook or Na-
tional Grange website.  I know 
many have been so busy behind 
the scenes and helping so many 
in so many different ways dur-
ing covid.  Time to share your 
experiences! 
     If you have any pictures of 
your displays or activities, send 
me some!  I am in the process 
of making a picture display 
from New York State Juniors 
for the Big-E and also one for 
State Session.  Have fun and 
keep on learning new ideas to 
share. 
     Hope you all are working on 
crafts.  The State judging will 
be at State Session in October. 
Keep healthy and safe.  Enjoy 
the rest of the summer. 
 

mailto:jolene@advancedwebdesign.com
mailto:kathleenef889@gmail.com
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Bipartisan Infrastructure Package Moves Forward  

Infrastructure has been the top legislative priority in Washing-
ton for the past few months with the odds that a bill will pass 
having looked at times unlikely. However, this week Democrat-
ic and Republican Senators finally made concrete progress on a 
bipartisan infrastructure package.  
For background, Democrats in Congress and the administration 
have been pursuing infrastructure on two tracks – the first being 
a bipartisan bill focused on hard infrastructure and valued at 
around $1 trillion with no tax increases, and the second being a 
larger bill filled with various Democratic policy priorities which 
would require tax increases to be paid for. While the second bill 
remains largely undefined, the spending amounts of the biparti-
san bill have been outlined including $65 billion for broadband 
deployment and significant funding for rural roads, bridges, and 
water infrastructure among other provisions.  
This week, in the Senate, by a vote of 67-33 with 17 Republi-
cans joining every Democrat, the bipartisan infrastructure bill 
passed an early hurdle and was advanced to debate on the floor 
of the Senate. While details of the bill have not yet been public-
ly released, they will likely emerge in the coming days and fol-
lowing a round of amendments and debate the bill could pass as 
soon as the first week of August. Yet more, Democrats are look-
ing to pass a budget resolution next week which would author-
ize up to $3.5 trillion in spending with only 50 votes needed to 
pass. It is important to note that passage of the budget resolution 
does not guarantee that a final bill will be exactly $3.5 trillion, 
but it cannot be more. This is important as many moderate 
House and Senate Democrats have indicated that they would not 
want to spend that amount of money.  
In the House, action on both the bipartisan bill and the reconcili-
ation bill is not likely to come until they return from their recess 
in mid-September, leaving the final fate of both bills unknown 
for the time being.  
Biden Signs Executive Order to Promote Competition  

On July 9th, President Biden signed an executive order seeking 
to target anti-competitive practices in a wide variety of indus-
tries. Altogether, the order contained 72 distinct initiatives and 
engaged more than a dozen different federal agencies and bu-
reaus. The most notable parts of the order for the National 
Grange targeted consolidation in agriculture, meat labeling, and 
the right to repair.  
With regard to agriculture, the executive order specifically tar-
geted consolidation in the meatpacking industry, meat labeling 
practices, and the creation of new marketing opportunities. Spe-
cifically, the order directs the US Department of Agriculture to 
make it easier for farmers to bring claims against meat packers, 
to redefine “product of the USA” meat labels to be more trans-
parent for consumers, and to increase access for alternative food 
distribution systems such as farmers markets and other local 
food purchasing options. Beyond the actions at the USDA, Pres-
ident Biden’s order directed the Federal Trade Commission to 
limit equipment manufacturers’ ability to restrict consumers 
from repairing products they have purchased themselves or at 
independent repair shops. This so-called “right-to-repair” would 
be particularly impactful in agriculture where many large equip-
ment companies have sought to block farmers from pursuing 
DIY or independent repair options.  

New Meat and Poultry Processing Capacity  

USDA says it will allocate $500 million from the American 
Rescue Plan to help small processing facilities recover from the 
pandemic, expand markets for producers and create resilient 
food supplies. The objective is to create a more competitive en-
vironment for meat processing. Small meat processors have 
seen a surge in demand as farmers and ranchers search for more 
market alternatives. Another $55 million in competitive grants 
has been appropriated by Congress to help small facilities quali-
fy for state or federal inspection programs.  
Meat Label Language to Get Review  
The USDA plans to conduct a top to bottom review of the 
“Product of USA” label to determine what that label means to 
consumers. Under the current label language, an item can be 
called “Product of the USA” so long as it is processed, not nec-
essarily produced, domestically.  

Continued from Page 1      
We finally arrived at the Re-
vival.  Our cabin had air-
conditioning which was a 
godsend as South Dakota 
was having unusually hot 
weather, oven in high nine-
ties and at times reaching 
100 degrees.  At least one 
meal a day was provided in 
the registration.  We also enjoyed “Dutch Oven” breakfast and desert 
as an additional treat.  Some of the meals were picnic style.  

     One highlight was the “Corn 
Hole “Tournament.  This is a bean 
bag toss game enjoyable at any age.  
This was our first  experience with 
the game..  Sharon and I lost both 
of our games, 21 to 1 and 21 to 5.  
Guess we need to get some prac-
tice.  Lois and Linda Kesby were a 
little more experienced. 
 
We also were able to have two of 
the attendees 

receive a “Quilt of Valor”.  These are given to vet-
erans as a sign of recognition.  Grange has become 
quite involved in this movement.  Several are giv-
en out at National Grange and there have been in-
dividual presentations in our state.  For further in-
formation you can contact the Empire State 
Granger or find it on the internet. 

     Custer State 
Park was also 
near the campsite 
and we had op-
portunity to meet 
wild bison “up 
close and person-
al”.  They were within a few inches 

of the vehicles.  Obviously you do not 
get out to pet them, but the close up is 
spectacular.  We also met some wild 
donkeys the were very close as well.  
They are much tamer and may people 
were out of their vehicles near them. 
     Devils Tower was 

not as close, but worth going to visit.  It is just over 
the border in Wyoming.  This was quite a bit more 
crowded and we waited in line for about 45 minutes 
to get into the park.  We had intended to walk the 
trail around the  lava outcrop (about a mile), but the 
temperature was 103 so we passed up the oppor-
tunity. 
Mount Rushmore is also very close and a visit was a tour from the Re-
vival.  Very inspiring! 
     We visited the “Center of the 
USA.  This is the center after 
the addition of Alaska and Ha-

waii.  So if you do some research you 
might find others claiming the distinc-
tion. 
     Deadwood was also nearby and we 

visited the infamous ”Boot Hill”.  The graves of Wild Bill Hickok  and 
Calamity Jane are here. 
     There was a photo opportunity for each state 
to get a photo of their group.  There were sever-
al from New 
York, even 
some people 
that were not 
Grangers.  
Perhaps there 
is opportuni-

ty for some new members.       On 
the return trip we stopped at a rest 
area to get a photo of the “Dignity 
Statue” which honors Native-
Americans.  It is “huge” and made 
of stainless steel.  It is well worth 
stopping to see.  There is also a 
great view of the Mississippi River. 
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     Across the country states are achieving a net 
gain in membership.  Many have  made this goal re-
peatedly in the last few years.  New York State is 
within easy reach of a net gain in membership it 
will only take each Grange in the state to gain one 
new member. Let the Kansas National Grange Ses-
sion be the one when New York will be on the list. 

Pierstown Grange #793 honored 

members who served in World War 

I and World War II with new me-

morial plaques installed along with 

a new flagpole and flag outside of 

the Pierstown Grange Hall on May 

29.   Those re-

membered for 

serving in 

World War I include Henry Reed, Charles 

McGraw, James Bernard Kiley, Byron L. Knisk-

ern, Raymond B. More, Silas Marsh, Firman 

McDonald, Mortimer Stimers, 

Ford D. Wedderspoon, and 

Rufus W. Whipple.  Members who served in World 

War II include Arnold Vibbard, Theodore P. Feury, 

George Bresee, Gerald Rogers, Ford D. Wed-

derspoon, Wilfred Kelly, 

William Weir, John 

Rathbun, and Beatrice 

Rathbun.  Pierstown Grange President, Paul 

H. Lord Lt Col, USMC (Ret), in his dedica-

tory remarks specifically remembered Henry 

Reed and Charles McGraw who gave their 

lives in service to our country during WWI.  The 

Cooperstown VFW Honor Guard attended and 

raised the flag for the first time on the new pole.  

About forty attended the event.   The flagpole, in-

stallation work, and plaques were donated by mem-

bers Gail Lewis, Richard Pokorny, and Steve Pur-

cell.  The flag was donated by Gary Lewis who 

served in the US Coastguard.  

Linda Batsford was re-

cently presented her 50 

year membership of 

Cuyler Grange #449. Lin-

da has held the position of 

our Secretary for many 

years in Cuyler, Executive 

member at the Pomona 

level and assists with 

Family Activities at the 

State Level. She assisted 

her late husband Gerald 

Batsford in Sports and 

continued to assist Carl 

Bullock in the same duties . Award was presented by Barba-

ra Lavier. 

     SOUTH ROYALTON, Vt. - Today the Center for Agriculture and 

Food Systems (CAFS) at Vermont Law School launched a newly-

revamped website that "unwraps" the laws behind food labels. Availa-

ble at labelsunwrapped.org(https://www.labelsunwrapped.org/), the 

site provides an accessible resource for the public to explore the facts 

behind the many claims, stamps, and certifications commonly found 

on packaging. 

     "Food labels are meant to inform, protect, and empower consum-

ers, but more often they are incredibly confusing:' said CAFS Director 

Laurie Beyranevand. "Walking through the aisles of a grocery store, 

shoppers are bombarded with information. From certifications to vari-

ous types of health claims, ambiguous and sometimes deceptive lan-

guage and imagery makes it difficult to really know what we're pur-

chasing and eating:' 

     The website explains many of the common terms and claims found 

on labels through a series of interactive illustrated labels spanning dif-

ferent product categories: protein, dairy, grains, produce, fats and oils, 

sweets, and supplements. Users can hover over the various claims on 

each to learn more about common marketing terms like "gluten free," 

“all natural”, ''USDA organic", “grass-fed”, and dozens more. 

Straightforward explanations outline what each claim means, as well 

as how (and if) it is regulated, and by whom. A "Labels 101" section 

provides a breakdown of the general law of food labels and frequently 

asked questions. 

The site also includes a section of issue briefs related to more pressing 

and controversial topics that will be continuously updated. "From new 

requirements that companies label 'bioengineered' foods, to marketing 

claims on plant-based meat and dairy alternatives, to the future of la-

beling cell-cultured meat, laws are complex and changing quickly;' 

said Cydnee Bence, an LLM fellow at CAFS who worked extensively 

on the site's content. "We're diving into the most contentious issues as 

they occur and will continue to build out resources that address them 

in an accessible, objective way.' 

     The Labels Unwrapped project first launched in 2015 with a grant 

from an anonymous donor. Its original rendition was a collaborative 

effort between CAFS and student web designers at Dartmouth Col-

lege's DALI Lab. The new website, made possible with funding from 

the USDA's National Agricultural Library, provides much-needed up-

dates. It is completely redesigned, reflects new standards, and incorpo-

rates new content addressing dietary supplements, plant-based pro-

teins, and the National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard. 

     "Existing resources explaining how to read food labels are highly 

technical and often fail to serve the needs of the public- not only con-

sumers, but also small producers who may be confounded by the over-

ly complex regulatory landscape;' Beyranevand said. "With this user-

friendly resource, our goal is to make the law more accessible, ulti-

mately empowering users to take charge of their purchasing deci-

sions.” 

About the Center for Agriculture and Food Systems (CAFS) 

Vermont Law School's Center for Agriculture and Food Systems 

(CAFS) uses law and policy to build a more sustainable and just food 

system. In partnership with local, regional, national, and international 

partners, CAFS addresses food system challenges related to food jus-

tice, food security, farmland access, animal welfare, worker protec-

tions, the environment, and public health, among others. CAFS works 

closely with its partners to provide legal services that respond to their 

needs and develop resources that empower the communities they 

serve. 

Through CAFS' Food and Agriculture Clinic and Research Assistant 

program, students work directly on projects alongside partners na-

tionwide, engaging in innovative work that spans the food system. 

Visit www.vermontlaw.edu/cafs (https://vermontlaw.edu/cafs) to learn 

more. 

Center for Agriculture and Food Systems, Vermont Law School 
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President Rick Smith presents 

Kathy Doty with her 45 year 

award 

Vice President Jesse Kent 

presents Eleanor Doty 

with her 50 year award 

President Rick Smith  (center) 

with,  L to R Lonell Johnson, 

Mary Johnson, Eleanor Doty 

and Kathy Doty  

Secretary Tim Rodabaugh 

(right) presents Vice Presi-

dent Jesse Kent with his 75 

year award. 

President Rick Smith 

(Right) presenting Asst. 

Steward Lonell Johnson  

his 40 year cerrtificate 

President Rick Smith 

(Right) presenting   La-

dy Asst. Steward Mary 

Johnson  her 40 year 

certificate 

National Grange Overseer/Vice President Phil Prelli pre-

senting Stanford Grange Master/President Katie Fallon a 

plaque from the National Grange for our 125th Anniver-

sary 

Back Row: Sasha A. Secor (Lady Assistant Steward); Benjamin D. Van Kleeck (Steward); Ryan 

J. Orton (Secretary); Lance J. Smith (Executive Committee); Patricia E. “Patti” Ryan (Treasurer); 

Julian Couse (Assistant Steward); Rev. Jan E. Brooks (Overseer/Vice President); Diego Lopez 

(Gatekeeper/Greeter); Alex Bass (Flag Bearer); Glen S. Schwarze (Executive Committee); Elliot 

C. Wilser (Financial Secretary) 

Front Row: Elizabeth C. Van Kleeck (Flora); Cathy A. Stark (Executive Committee Chairman); 

Rebecca J. Schwarze (Pomona); Britney Mercado (Ceres); Kathleen E. “Katie” Fallon (Master/

President); Therese M. Fallon (Lecturer/Program Director); Cora Marie Shook (Pianist); Heidi 

A. Bornemann (Chaplain) 

Stanford Grange Membership 

Awardees - Purdy Halstead 

(65 Years) & Louise Woodcock 

(40 Years) 

Officers Entrance 

Drill led by Assistant 

Steward Julian Couse 

& Lady Assistant 

Junior Grange Members singing 

"Happy Birthday" to the Grange 

with Junior Grange Leader Therese 

Fallon 

 Colonel Harper Grange participated in the Stamford fire department flag day 

parade. Teresa Mulliken was Betsy Ross. It was a big hit. 

 

     Congratulations 

to Victoria L. Greg-

ory, Afton Agricul-

ture Technology 

teacher, she recently 

earned an Outstand-

ing Service Award 

from the New York 

State Agriculture 

Teacher Associa-

tion.  

     Victoria is a 

member of Butternut 

Valley Grange 

     Activities at Af-

ton school and the 

community have 

included being the 

FFA advisor, Secre-

tary of the Afton Fair Board, and partnering with community service 

organizations. 


