
Over the past year, many have 
had to adapt to a new virtual 
reality. A reality where working 

or schooling from home, social distancing 
and virtual everything has become the 
norm. Often times this has included online 
meetings, school, family gatherings and 
even extracurricular activities, including 4-H. 

When Michigan State University Extension 
made the difficult decision in spring 2020 
to suspend all in-person activities for the 
foreseeable future, MSU Extension staff 
members swiftly adapted a variety of 4-H 
programs to be offered online. A majority of 
these offerings have been 4-H SPIN clubs, 
expanding 4-H to new audiences.

A 4-H SPIN club stands for a SPecial 
INterest club where five or more young people 
from at least two different families learn about 
a topic of interest together. Each club meets a 
minimum of six times, but not more than eight 
times within an eight-week period.

The topics covered can be anything 
of interest to the youth: nature, heritage 
arts, science, engineering, gardening, 
technology and more! 

Kathryn Duffy found virtual 4-H clubs 
filled a void for her seventh-grade daughter, 
Maddie. 

“I don’t think I can begin to tell you what 
4-H has done for Maddie over this past 
year,” Duffy said. 

The Duffys live outside of Philadelphia in 
a region that was impacted significantly by 
COVID-19. When the pandemic shut down 
her school on March 13, 2020, like many 
school-aged children, Maddie transitioned 
to virtual classes. She missed graduating 
from sixth grade and missed all of the fun 
year-end trips and activities. 

And then the summer came. Maddie had 
been looking forward to a variety of summer 
day camps, but a majority were cancelled 
due to the pandemic. Although some summer 
opportunities opened with strict restrictions, 

Maddie still had to stay vigilant. As a pediatric 
stroke survivor, she has been extra cautious 
to minimize her exposure to COVID-19. An 
only child with an extremely social personality, 
Maddie needed something to fill her time in 
a fun but safe manner.

“She had been so excited about summer 
camp at the YMCA and the many other 
places I had scheduled her for, but of course 
it was shut down at the start of summer, and 
we weren’t comfortable sending her once a 
few opened with lots of COVID restrictions. 
I told her that I was going to make sure she 
had an amazing summer despite everything. 
I was determined to keep her busy and 
give her an entire summer of fun and new 
experiences,” her mom explained.

“I looked online for virtual camps, virtual 
activities, virtual museum classes, and, most 
importantly, virtual 4-H; and I started creating 
a summer schedule that had her involved with 
activities and interacting with kids from all 
over the country, and even Canada.” 

Most recently, Maddie participated in the 
Wizarding World of 4-H, an online Harry 
Potter book club led by MSU Extension 
4-H program coordinators Katelyn 
Golembiewski, Macomb County, 
and Tonya Pell, Muskegon County. 
Through the club, participants read and 
discuss a Harry Potter book, quiz their 
wizard knowledge and complete hands-on 
activities and challenges. 

“I’m not able to see my friends as much, 
but being able to login, being able to relate 
with other people, and being able to look 
forward to it is a bright light,” Maddie said. 
“Also, I love 4-H!” 

According to her mother, Maddie has read 
the book series a number of times and the 
characters in Harry Potter feel like friends to her. 

“Returning to Harry Potter in the midst 
of the pandemic was like comfort food for 
Maddie. While the world seemed to suddenly 
be filled with people in masks and social 

distancing, six-foot stickers and hand sanitizer; 
returning to Harry Potter was just what she 
needed. Again, 4-H has come through for 
us when we needed it most,” Kathryn Duffy 
said. “We are so thankful to have had some 
consistency for her. She has been enjoying 
being part of this group so much!”

Over the past year, Maddie has participated 
in virtual 4-H camps and activities all over the 
U.S. She met kids from Minnesota, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Michigan, Maryland, 
Georgia, Florida, Nebraska and New Jersey. 
She enjoyed seeing a girl come to class with 
her pet chicken and goat. She loved hearing 
the accents of the people in North Carolina 
and was amazed to hear that the people in 
Minnesota went snowshoeing for fun on the 
weekend. She also started writing to two pen 
pals from Japan through 4-H.

“Despite the fact that COVID had limited 
what she could physically do, she found that 
there were lots of kids going through the same 
experience as she was with the pandemic, 
and I think she felt less alone,” her mom said.
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Maddie Duffy turned to virtual 4-H activities, 
like the Wizarding World of 4-H SPIN Club, 
an online Harry Potter book club, to connect 
with other youth with similar interests. 

Wizarding world of 4-H CONNECTS YOUTH WITH SIMILAR INTERESTS

See Wizarding World, page 5
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The Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees 
approved a new 10-year strategic plan in early 2021. 

In 2019, after the completion of the 2011-2018 Campaign 
for Michigan 4-H’s Future, the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
undertook the process of developing a new strategic plan. 

Sara Stuby, board president at the time, assigned a task force of 
several Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees, led by trustee Julie 
Chapin, to identify a goal to guide the organization’s work for 
the next 10 years. 

“It was important that the board developed a new strategic 
plan to provide a road map for the future,” said Julie Chapin, 
Strategic Planning Taskforce chair. “I was pleased to lead this 
effort, which will provide the board with direction and focus in 
our fundraising and partnership efforts.”

The Strategic Plan overall long-term goal is for the Michigan 
4-H Foundation to provide 50 percent of the annual state 4-H 
programming budget to support the 4-H learning experiences 
and training for youth and adults in the next 10 years. Examples of 
statewide 4-H learning experiences may include events, programs, 
workshops, trainings, innovative programming efforts, 4-H Children’s 
Gardens programming, county and club grants, scholarships, etc.

The Michigan 4-H Foundation currently supports 36 percent 
of the $1.97 million program budget for Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development (including statewide and county programming 
budget). 

“We are fortunate to have a foundation board that is so 
dedicated to investing in the future of 4-H youth development,” 
said Jacob DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H. “We look 
forward to continuing and strengthening our partnership over 
the next decade.”

The foundation’s board committees identified the following 
priorities to help accomplish the Strategic Plan. The board 
committees responsible for these steps also have outlined plans 
with specific action steps to help meet these goals.

Michigan 4-H Foundation Strategic Plan Priorities

1. Create a reserve fund to a level of $400,000 or the 
equivalent of one year of foundation expenses. (Finance 
Committee)

2. Michigan 4-H Foundation has investment assets that 
generate annual support for Michigan 4-H at the 
state, county and local levels. (Full board, Resource 
Development and Finance committees)

3. 100% of counties have a local endowment to support 
4-H programming. (Resource Development Committee)

4. Grow investment and endowment funds. (Finance and 
Resource Development Committees)

5. Operating expenses of the Michigan 4-H Foundation are 
funded by endowment interest, rather than administration 
on fees on new gifts. (Finance Committee)

6. Michigan 4-H Foundation serves a fiduciary for county 
grants of $5,000 or less. 

7. Increase the diversity and capacity of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation board. (Board Development Committee 
and full board)

8. Equip Michigan 4-H Foundation board members to 
advocate for and promote Michigan 4-H programming. 
(Board Development and Program committees)

9. Educate MSU Extension staff members about the Michigan 
4-H Foundation and its role in helping build support and 
resources for Michigan 4-H at the local, county and state 
levels. (Program Committee and full board)

michigan 4-h foundation

Bruce Sutherland, of Okemos, Mich., was 
elected Jan. 29 to a three-year term as a 
trustee of the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Since 2016, Sutherland has been president 
of Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc. 
(MAC) headquartered in Lansing, Mich. He 
has been with MAC for over three decades 
where he began as a grain merchant in 1986 
and worked his way up to merchandising manager, vice president 
and now president. MAC is a privately held, for-profit corporation, 
which buys, sells and stores agricultural commodities throughout 
the United States and Canada. Founded in 1976, today MAC 
is Michigan’s largest grain handler with seven elevators, almost 
44 million bushels of storage and around 100 employees. MAC 
also offers direct ship opportunities, agronomy services, dry bean 
processing, and identity preserved soybean programs.

Sutherland also serves as trustee of the National Grain and 
Feed Association (NGFA), where he currently serves on the 
Executive Committee and is former chair of the Country Elevator 
Committee. He is also a member of the Michigan Agri-Business 
Association (MABA), the Federal Grain Inspection Service Advisory 
Committee and the National Rail Car Counsel. In honor of his 
service, he received the 2019 NGFA Outstanding Member 
Award, the 2016 MABA Distinguished Service Award and the 
Agri-Business Person of the Year Award in 2005, sponsored by 
Michigan Farm Radio. Sutherland received a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from Central Michigan University.

Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees are volunteers who oversee 
foundation operations and are community advocates for ongoing 
and increasing support for 4-H. They are charged with overseeing 
the activities of foundation staff members and working on 
committees developed to facilitate foundation operations.

Bruce Sutherland

4-H foundation board approves NEW strategic plan

Michigan Agricultural Commodities president elected TO BOARD
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MICHIGAN 4-H FOUNDATION

canr, MSU EXTENSIOn LEADERSHIP 
AND STAFF TRANSITIONS

Millenbah recommended as CANR interim dean
Kelly F. Millenbah, Ph.D., has been recommended as 
interim dean of the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(CANR), effective July 1, 2021, pending MSU Board of Trustees 
approval. Millenbah currently serves as CANR senior associate 
dean, a position she will retain during her assignment as interim 
dean. She will replace Ronald L. Hendrick, Ph.D., who was 
named provost and vice president of academic affairs at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock, Texas, a post he begins serving July 1.

Tyler appointed MSU Extension interim director
On May 1, Quentin R. Tyler, Ph.D., CANR associate dean 
for diversity, equity and inclusion, became interim director of MSU 
Extension. Tyler replaces Patrick Cudney who served as acting 
director after Jeff Dwyer, Ph.D., stepped down as director of 
MSU Extension for a sabbatical. Both the MSU Extension director 
and CANR dean represent permanent trustee positions on the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation board of trustees. As such, Tyler, and 
soon Millenbah, will hold these trustee positions on the board. 

Johnson named associate director of MSU Extension’s 
children and youth initiatives
Brian Johnson, Ph.D., J.D., was named associate director 
of the MSU Extension Children and Youth Institute (CYI) effective 
Feb. 1. Johnson works alongside Erica Tobe, CYI director, and 
Jacob DeDecker, who also serves as CYI associate director and 
Michigan 4-H state leader. Johnson provides leadership in reaching 
underserved populations and expanding programs. He was chosen 
for the position after a search that highlighted his leadership in 
diversity, equity and inclusion practices and approaches.

MSU Extension development staff transitions
On Feb. 1, Amanda Masters, assistant director of 
development for 4-H, transitioned to the role of associate director 
of development for the MSU College of Education. In addition, 
Bridget Paff, MSU Extension development director, retired 
Dec. 5. MSU Extension is in discussions with college leadership 
and University Advancement to determine next steps for these 
MSU Extension development positions. In the interim, Tami 
Baumann, CANR senior director of development, serves as the 
point person for MSU Extension and 4-H philanthropy.

L to R: Kelly F. Millenbah, Ph.D., Quentin R. Tyler, Ph.D., 
and Brian Johnson, Ph.D., J.D., represent new leadership 
within CANR and MSU Extension. 

MSU Extension resumes limited  
4-H in-person programming

Over the past several months, MSU Extension has 
been working diligently to chart a path toward 
resuming in-person programming during the 

current public health crisis. Thanks to the thoughtfully crafted 
guidelines created by our colleagues, we are excited to 
share that we will resume hosting face-to-face programs 
and events that adhere to public health guidelines.

Beginning May 17, Michigan 4-H will host youth 
audiences at in-person events and meetings that follow 
specific guidelines and requirements. The health and safety 
of program participants and volunteers, as well as their 
families and our staff, remains the top priority. All guidelines 
outlined by MSU Extension are based on the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), and 
the MSU Community Compact and must be followed closely. 

It has been many months since the COVID-19 pandemic 
landed at our doorsteps. We appreciate the resiliency and 
commitment that our 4-H’ers have shown during this time. 
We have witnessed countless examples of 4-H youth and 
volunteers stepping up and helping their communities, their 
neighbors, and families. This exemplifies the spirit of the 
4-H pledge. While we were glad to continue learning and 
growing virtually through this time, we are truly grateful for 
the opportunity to reengage in more in-person programming 
while continuing to protect one another and the public health. 

Yours in 4-H,
Jacob DeDecker, State Leader, Michigan 4-H
Quentin Tyler, Interim Director, MSU Extension

Apr. 1 – The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Garden opened.
June 1 – Deadline to apply for 4-H Mini-Grants & 
MFB 4-H Excellence in Ag Awards. Apply at https://
mi4hfdtn.org/grants. 

June 22-24 – 4-H Exploration Days: Expanded. A virtual 
experience. Learn more at www.canr.msu.edu/expodays.

June 30 – Donation deadline for FY2020-2021 gift credit.
Oct. 1 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual 
Membership Meeting.

calendar of events
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MICHIGAN 4-H

4-H ‘international conversations’ providE virtual tours amid pandemic

With travel limited during the COVID-19 pandemic, Michigan 4-H 
launched a virtual international program. International conversations 
were recorded to provide a virtual tour to teach youth about global 

perspectives and cultures.
“Michigan 4-H International Conversations are an informational way to visit 

countries around the world from the comfort of your own home,” said D’Ann 
Roher, MSU Extension educator and international exchange coordinator. “Be 
curious, ask questions and have a conversation about other cultures to develop 
an understanding of our world.” 

The first visit was to Italy and Romania with virtual tour guides, Angelo and 
Robert, international exchange alumni who came to Michigan in 2014-2015.

Additional countries that were virtually visited include: Costa Rica, Romania, 
Italy, Japan, Taiwan, China, Belize, Estonia, Norway, Turkmenistan, Brazil, 
Ghana, Uganda, and the Ukraine.

To v iew the v i r tua l  tour  v ideos,  v i s i t :  www.canr.msu.edu/ 
4Hinternationalconversations.

International exchange alumni Angelo shared 
about Italian culture on the first episode of 
“International Conversations” in March 2020.

Through programs that prepare students for college and an array 
of financial scholarships that make college more affordable, 
MSU Extension is helping youth to prepare and pay for college. 

It also provides scholarships to outstanding 4-H alumni.
With a commitment to preparing Michigan’s children and youth 

for the future, Michigan State University (MSU) Extension places a 
heavy emphasis on postsecondary education. Through programs that 
prepare students for college and an array of financial scholarships 
that make college more affordable, MSU Extension is helping youth 
to prepare and pay for college.

MSU Extension’s flagship program, Michigan 4-H, is the largest 
youth development program in the state. With opportunities to 
explore one’s interests and talents in almost any subject available, 
Michigan 4-H also helps prepare youth for higher education 
by helping them to develop critical life skills and try out and 
explore various career choices and fields. These experiences are 
just one of the reasons that Michigan 4-H’ers are more likely 
to attend college than their same-age peers, as reported in the 
2020 Michigan 4-H Alumni College Access Project report. This 
report found that 61 percent of Michigan 4-H alums enrolled in 
postsecondary education in the fall after high school, compared 
with 55 percent of their same-age peers.

“Michigan 4-H helps youth to develop important life skills such 
as goal setting and planning for the future,” said Jacob DeDecker, 
state leader for Michigan 4-H. “We’re excited to see so many 
of our state’s 4-H youth taking the lessons learned in 4-H and 
applying them to postsecondary education after high school.”

The rewards of the 4-H experience are even greater for the 
six Michigan 4-H’ers who were chosen to receive the 2020 MSU 
4-H scholarships. This award is given annually to six outstanding 

4-H’ers who attend MSU and is worth $2,500 a year for four 
consecutive years. To be eligible for this scholarship, these 
members must have been involved with 4-H at some level, 
county, regional, state, national or international, and demonstrate 
outstanding achievements through 4-H, their academic classwork 
and their community involvement. The 2020 recipients are:

• Adele Battel, Tuscola County.
• Rebecca Havelka, Menominee County.
• Allison Hawken, Tuscola County.
• Tyler Lindquist, Osceola County.
• Kara O’Day, Washtenaw County.
• Caroline Taylor, Dickinson County.
In addition to making college more financially attainable for 

these youth, 4-H also helped them make the decision on what 
degrees to pursue.

“My involvement in 4-H has allowed me to discover my desire 
for animals,” said Caroline Taylor. “I have decided to pursue a 
degree in animal science and plan to eventually attend MSU 
veterinary school. 4-H has consistently assisted me in creating a 
steady foundation for my future by motivating me, supporting me 
and providing me with many beneficial, life-altering opportunities.”

“I currently plan to major in biology with the intent of grad 
school in the future,” said Allison Hawken. “I developed a love 
of science through many 4-H camps and conferences over the 
course of my childhood. MSU was my top college choice because 
of their value of research. Through 4-H, I learned of MSU’s 
countless research opportunities.”

Learn more about 4-H scholarship opportunities at: www.canr.
msu.edu/4Hscholarships.

Michigan 4-H helps youth prepare and pay for college 
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The Wizarding World of 4-H was just one of hundreds of SPIN 
clubs offered throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Additional 
4-H SPIN clubs offered included Family Yoga, Trail Cameras 101, 
Pippins Pantry, 4-H  Coding Weekend, 4-H Lego Master Builder, 
4-H Minecraft, Wild Spartans Series, Babysitting, 4-H in the Kitchen 
Live, 4-H Poetry Pack, 4-H Hiking Spin Club, Origami, and much 
more! In total, 4-H SPIN clubs had nearly 11,000 participants, 
nearly half of which were non-4-H members. 

“4-H SPIN clubs have provided a great way to keep youth 
engaged during the ongoing public health crisis,” said Jacob 
DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H. “Our nearly infinite 
number of programs meant that we had something for everyone 
and the short-term commitment allowed anyone to take part – even 
many people who were not previously engaged with 4-H.”

To learn more about 4-H SPIN clubs and other virtual offerings 
for youth, visit canr.msu.edu/4h/events.

Wizarding world of 4-H
Continued from cover

With a continued investment from Michigan 
Agricultural Commodities, Inc. (MAC), the Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens continue to grow and provide 
science-based education for Michigan youth.

Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc. (MAC) has 
sponsored the Michigan Agriculture Crops (MAC) 
Garden in the Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard 

Demonstration Garden of the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
at Michigan State University.

“MAC finds contributing to the gardens a great way to give 
back to 4-H and the educational efforts of the garden. Many of 
our employees were 4-H members growing up and their children 
now participate as well,” said Bruce Sutherland, MAC president.

The new garden will feature plants highlighting Michigan 
agricultural crops, such as corn, soybeans, wheat and sugar beets. It 
will also have a mini grain elevator, connection to a garden weather 
station to record temperatures, rainfall and other weather data, and 
a smart sign linking to supplemental information.

“This garden will increase student’s awareness, knowledge of, 
and connection to, Michigan agricultural crops and how important 
they are to Michigan’s economy,” said Norm Lownds, Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens curator. “We look forward to engaging 
kids in new and exciting explorations.”

The idea is to also replicate the MAC Garden at other locations, 
including Bloomfield School’s Bowers School Farm in Bloomfield.

In addition, MAC’s gift will fund the development of MAC 

Garden STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and math) 
explorations linked to Next  Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
and NGSS Science and Engineering practices. 

“The explorations will focus on all aspects of agricultural crops, 
from planning to post-harvest storage, impacts of weather, costs, 
profitability, career exploration and more,” Lownds said. “The plan is 
to make the MAC STEAM explorations available online and market 
them to classrooms throughout Michigan.”

The MAC garden will be installed in summer 2021. The initial 
STEAM explorations curriculum will be piloted in fall 2021 with the 
final curriculum launch in summer 2022.

“Educating Michigan youth on nature, agriculture and general life 
skills is so important, not only to their development, but in the future 
when they become adults. Hopefully these 4-H educational efforts 
will teach youth to be smarter consumers, appreciate where their 
food comes from, engage in production agriculture and maintain its 
healthy future,” Sutherland said.

4-H Children’s Gardens

Above is a rendering of the new Michigan Agriculture Crops (MAC) 
Garden in the Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard Demonstration Garden 
of the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens at Michigan State University. 
The garden is sponsored by Michigan Agricultural Commodities, Inc.

MAC makes Michigan Agriculture Crops Garden and STEAM 
Explorations possible

June 22-24, 2021
A virtual experience

www.canr.msu.edu/expodays
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tribute gifts | in honor of

Agnes Ahola
By: Houghton & Keweenaw  

 MSU Extension
George W. Atkeson
By:  Nancy and William Bortel
 Noel and Sandra Stuckman
Joseph Bufka
By: Lynn Bufka
Daniel Bussell
By:  C.L. Trucking & Excavating, LLC
 James and Cynthia Cotter
 Sandi Pearce
 Dennis and Doris Tubergen
Frances and Denio Caul
By:  Deanna and Thomas Hall
Dorothy Chandler
By:  Houghton Keweenaw 4-H 

Council
Cleo E. Chase
By:  Adelbert and Helen Anway
Earl J. and Arlyne C. Clark
By:  Susan Kay Clark Ryan
Alice Cook
By:  Phyllis and Arthur Webster
Richard Cripe
By:  Friedrich Henningsen
Mark Cummings
By:  Cynthia Guy
Lyle and Margaret Cunningham
By:  Betty J. Cunningham
Joshua J. Dever
By:  Judy and Walter Dever
Robert and Gwendolyn DuFort
By:  Delores and Andrew Visser, Jr.
Helen E. Eastman
By: Stacia Wojnaroski
Douglas E. Ferris
By:  Thomas and Tamara Dickinson
Arek W. Gustafson
By: Your Friends-Running
Daniel B. Hall
By:  Lynn and Judith Gould

Friedrich J. Henningsen
By:  Henry and Mary Lynn Allen
 Gale and Fame Arent
 Lee Arent
 Max and Beverley Benne
 Nancy and William Bortel
 Dennis and Lorna Bowen
 Deborah Brown
 Selma Comstock
 Lynn and Dean Fiegel
 Matthew and Lucinda 

Henningsen
 Rod King
 Steve and Linda Kowalk
 Kenneth Kridner
 James and Joan Lindsey
 Matthew and Michelle 

McNamara
 Sheila Mead
 Susan Outman
 Brenda Pearrow
 Kenzi Pridgeon
 Natalie and Don Rector
 Jennifer Roussey
 Earl and Melissa Souva
 Sara and Dale Stuby
 Walter and Tegan Hekter
 Noel and Sandra Stuckman
 Nancy and Steven Thelen
Ellalene R. Kampen
By:  Mary MotherweIl
William R. Kelley
By:  James and Joan Lindsey
 Sara and Dale Stuby
Barbara Koski
By:  Norman Fryer
Ned A. Kuhlman
By:  Thomas and Tamara Dickinson
John A. Langridge
By:  Rosler Metal Finishing
Sue C. LaVigne
By:  Gina Duval
 Cindy Wright

Dorothy E. Lein
By:  Faye and Wayne Adam
 Nancy Kronthaler
 Linda and Lawrence Sims
 Noel and Sandra Stuckman
Floyd H. Loudenslager
By:  Friedrich Henningsen
Kenneth LoVette
By:  Elaine Graves
Nicholas Mazich, Jr.
By:  Randy and Ann Konz
Nancy R. Meagher
By:  Collins & Blaha, PC Staff
William M. Mills
By:  Cheryl Howell
Linda J. Nelson
By:  Noel and Sandra Stuckman
Arlene Oliverio
By:  Ila M. Ezop
Alan W. Ott
By:  Theodore and Margaret  

 Leipprandt
Raymond E. Passage
By:  Theodore and Margaret  

 Leipprandt

Sandra Peckens
By:  Gretchen Paige
William J. Pintal
By:  Auto Owners Insurance
Ocie Riddle
By:  Janet Sperling
Jennifer M. Russell
By:  Greg Stoner
Luther J. Schaible
By:  Thomas and Beverly Betz
Donald G. Siegel
By:  Wayne and Nancy Beiser
Geraldine A. Sleight
By:  Margaret Gage
Robert E. Smith
By:  Thomas and Beverly Betz
Lawrence W. Stebbins
By:  Nancy and William Bortel
 Friedrich Henningsen
Hildagarde Stevens
By:  Edith Anne Cole
John Strasser
By:  Judy and Walter Dever
Vera Sutton
By: Erin Rant

Jane L. Taylor
By:  Judy and Walter Dever
 Theodore and Margaret  

 Leipprandt
Carl M. Tidd
By:  Ruth Tidd
Kevin M. Tillotson
By:  David Oblak
Donna Tirrell
By:  Donald Tirrell
Carl VanderKolk
By:  Great Lakes Sire Service, Inc.
Arlene M. Varner
By:  Van and Anne Varner
Neladene A. Ward
By:  Jessica Funnell
Brian Whitcomb
By:  Battle Creek Community 

Foundation
Ruth J. Wright
By:  Mark VanderMyde
Joyce Zagumny
By:  Alissa Wesche

Gifts received Oct. 1, 2020 to Mar. 31, 2021 in memory of:

memorial gifts | In memory of

Keith Bowler
By: Friedrich Henningsen
Julie Chapin
By: Ronald and Teresa Bates
 Jeff and Nancy Dwyer
Selma J. Comstock
By: Friedrich Henningsen
Katie L. Cooper
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Patricia R. Errer
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Stacie M. Gath
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Kathleen M. George
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Sandra M. Griffin
By: Kathleen Downing
Rosemary Hahn
By: Charlie Booher
Matthew and Cindy Henningsen
By: Friedrich Henningsen
Nichole A. Hersch
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Dolores J. Howe
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Kristina M. Jimmerson
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki

Holly L. Julian
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Tricia A. Keith
By: Suzanne M. Allen
Jean M. Kreiner
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Laurie L. Krum
By: Friedrich Henningsen
Heidi A. Locke
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
James L. McGill
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Philip A. Seitz
By: Rebecca and Joe McKee
Sara A. Stuby
By: Friedrich Henningsen
 Earl and Melissa Souva
Karen L. Waite
By: MaryAnn Davis
Colleen C. Wallace
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Lori Warchuck
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki
Janet R. Wendland
By: Betty Jo Krosnicki

Gifts received Oct. 1, 2020 to Mar. 31, 2021 in tribute of:

Be a 4-H super hero: Leave a legacy!

Types of planned gifts:
• Estate gift.
• Bequest.
• IRA charitable rollover.
• Stock gift.
• Testamentary charitable 

remainder trusts.
• Charitable remainder unitrusts.
• Charitable gift annuities.
• Life estate contracts.
• Gifts of life insurance policies 

or retirement funds.
• Charitable lead trusts.

Planned gift considerations:
• Planned gifts may establish a 

new perpetual endowment or 
fund, or grow an existing one.

• Gifts of any type may be des-
ignated to support a specific 
4-H program area, county 4-H 
program or the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens. Unrestricted 
gifts may also be made to sup-
port future and emerging needs 
of 4-H youth development.

• Documented planned gift 
donors qualify for recognition 
in the A.G. Kettunen Society 
during their lifetime.

If you are interested in exploring planned gift options in support of 4-H 
through the Michigan 4-H Foundation or Michigan State University, 
please contact Tami Baumann, CANR senior director of development by 
email at bauman13@msu.edu, to verify that your gift intent can be met. 
Consulting with personal legal counsel and/or a tax adviser for definitive 
assessment of the tax benefits of and limitations on planned gifts is also 
recommended.

Michigan 4-H has many loyal community supporters – supporters who 
care about the longevity and legacy, not only within their personal families, 
but within our 4-H family and community. Those who care deeply about 
4-H can be a super hero by leaving a legacy through a planned gift. 
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MICHIGAN 4-H

As individuals and organizations 
across the country celebrated 
National Volunteer Week April 

18-24, MSU Extension celebrated 53 
volunteers who have given 50 or more 
years of service to Michigan 4-H.

“Volunteers are the backbone of so 
many MSU Extension programs,” said 
Patrick Cudney, acting director for MSU 
Extension. “And these 53 volunteers have 
truly gone above and beyond, giving their 
time and talent to our 4-H communities for 
half a century.”

Michigan 4-H is the flagship youth 
development program of MSU Extension. 
Annual ly,  Michigan 4-H provides 
approximately 200,000 young people 
ages five to 19 with experiential learning 
opportunities that help develop critical 
life skills. These experiences are offered 
through numerous delivery models and 
countless program areas, thanks in large 
part to the generous support of more than 
13,000 volunteers.

4-H volunteers help lead young people 
and grow their skills in many venues, 
including after-school programs, summer 
camps, short-term special interest groups, 

year-long clubs, special events, fairs, 
mentoring programs and more. As they 
provide hands-on guidance and real-world 
experience, these volunteers also offer 
young people another crucially important 
element: a healthy adult role model who 
helps to grow their confidence and ignite 
their dreams for the future.

“4-H truly would not be possible without 
the support of caring volunteers. In their 50 
or more years of service, these 53 people 
have made an immeasurable impact,” said 
Jacob DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 
4-H. “For the programs they have led 
and supported, the initiatives they have 
championed, and the countless lives they 
have changed, we thank them for their 
ongoing commitment and dedication to 
Michigan 4-H and youth in our state.”

In recognition of their service, 50-year 
volunteers received a gift of appreciation 
from MSU Extension leadership, as well as 
a personal note of thanks.

Tribute gifts in honor of any or all of these 
4-H volunteers may be made to support 
4-H by completing the form below or online 
at: mi4hfdtn.org/memorialtributedonation. 

Michigan 4-H 50-year volunteers 
being recognized in 2021:
Donald Anger, Midland County
Pam Babbitt, Muskegon County
Nora Davis, Branch County
Betty Dennis, Tuscola County
Robert Dennis, Tuscola County
Joan Dostaler, Houghton-Keweenaw Counties
Carol Fanson, Ingham County
Harvey Fanson, Ingham County
Betty Flath, Jackson County
Michael Fleming, Macomb County
Willard (Bill) Fowler, Hillsdale County
Joyce George, Clinton County
Sandra Gill, Menominee County
Gary Gracy, St. Joseph County
Terry Gracy, St. Joseph County
Frank Graham, Isabella County
Carol Graham, Isabella County
Suzette Hendershott, Berrien County
Judy Kaboos, Ottawa County
Alice Kempf, Muskegon County
Karen (Kay) Kietzer, Berrien County
Lucy Ann Knizacky, Mason County
Dennis Koenigsknecht, Clinton County
Jean Kuhlman, Ionia County
Joan Kuhne, Saginaw County
Patricia Labair, Berrien County
Diana Langshaw, Kalamazoo County
Martha Lawrence, Oakland County
Marilyn Letts, Calhoun County
Joam Lindsley, St. Joseph County
Roberta Luttke, Berrien County
Leonard Mitchell, Shiawassee County
Shirley Myers, Calhoun County
Norma Osborn, Chippewa County
Patricia Paasman, Ottawa County
Mildred Pirlot, Wayne County
Sandi Pyle, Antrim County
Barbara Siebarth, Monroe County
Charlie Silm, Clinton County
Betty Simpson, St. Clair County
Sue Smith, Huron County
Joan Spindler, Shiawassee County
Gladys Strong, Isabella County
William Thompson, St. Joseph County
Harry Vander Kolk, Allegan County
Doreen Wakefield, Shiawassee County
Janet Wendland, Tuscola County
Vera Wiltse, Isabella County
Bev Winter, Monroe County
Dennis Winter, Monroe County
Donna Wojtysiak, St. Clair County
Donna Woods, Calhoun County
Carolyn Worth, Barry County

FIFTY-THREE michigan 4-H volunteers honored for 50 years of service

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are 
made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special people. If you or your group would like to make 
a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation. Gifts can also be made online at https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorialtributedonation/.

Enclosed is a gift of $ .  

❒ In loving memory of  ❒ In tribute to 

Send announcement of this gift to: Name 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

Sent by: (Donor’s Name) 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

County  Phone ( )  Email 

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumni, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member.

Payment by:

❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)

❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard ❒ Visa ❒ Discover ❒ American Express 

 Name (as on card)  Credit Card No.   

 Exp. Date (mm/yy)  Signature 

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation,  
Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture, 446 West Circle Dr., Room 160, East Lansing, MI 48824 MICS 2751
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Ingham County 4-H alumna Janet 
and former Gov. James Blanchard 
have established a new endowment to 

support post-secondary scholarships for 
4-H’ers attending Michigan State University 
(MSU).

“4-H is such a great program,” Janet 
said. “It’s a great program for kids to learn 
how to work together, run a meeting, learn 
Robert’s Rules of Order. It teaches you skills 
you can use.”

The Janet A. Blanchard 4-H 
Leadership Scholarship Endowment 
will provide scholarships for Michigan 
4-H’ers enrolled as full-time MSU students 
pursuing an undergraduate degree in any 
major. Recipients must have been enrolled 
club members of Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development, demonstrated leadership and 
been involved in extracurricular activities 
prior to attending MSU.

The application for the Janet A. 
Blanchard 4-H Leadership Scholarship 
will be open for the 2021-22 academic 
year from March 1-31, 2021. Students 
should apply online at scholarships.msu.
edu. Recipients will be selected during the 
spring semester, with awards to be effective 
the following fall semester. The number of 
awards made each year, and the amount 
of the awards will be based upon available 
expendable amounts in that year.

“We are so pleased to be able to offer 
more scholarships for 4-H’ers attending 
Michigan State University,” said Jacob 
DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H. 

“We are honored to have such generous 
alumni of our 4-H program, like Janet, who 
give back to help today’s youth succeed.”

Janet attended MSU in the mid-1970s 
and later took evening classes, earning a 
bachelor’s degree in 1988 from Western 
Michigan University's satellite program 
in Lansing, Mich. Gov. Jim Blanchard 
earned both a bachelor’s degree in social 
science in 1964 and an MBA in 1965 from 
MSU, as well as a juris doctorate from the 
University of Minnesota in 1968. They 
have been supporters of MSU athletics and 
established the Governor Jim Blanchard 
Public Service Forum.

“Jim and I have done a lot at MSU. I’ve 
said all along I’d like to do something – 
an endowment for 4-H,” Janet said. “An 
endowment goes on forever. It will go on 
after we’re gone. We’ll likely enhance it by 
giving more.

“It’s an investment in the future and an 
investment in students coming to MSU that 
may need some financial help. Anytime you 
can help a student, help prepare them for 
the future, that’s a good thing. This fund 
will enable future students — future leaders 
— with a scholarship. Every little bit helps. 
We have the means to contribute back and 
that’s what we like to do — help others.

“It’s important because I can give back. 
4-H means a lot to me,” Janet said. “It was 
the best experience growing up.”

An Ingham County 4-H alumna, 
Janet grew up on a farm in Williamston, 
Mich. She and her brother were both 
members of the Wheatfield 4-H Club 
where she recalls attending monthly 4-H 
meetings, learning life skills, and working 
throughout the year on 4-H projects. She 
also has fond memories attending the 
Ingham County Fair.

“We were both in 4-H with cattle – steers 
and my grand champion Angus heifer. I 
also did a year of sewing, flowers and so 
on,” Janet recalled.

“The whole 4-H fair week experience 
was so exciting,” she continued. “It taught 
me responsibility, how to prepare for it, how 

to be organized, how to work with other 
people, it just goes on and on. These are 
skills you use for a lifetime. I can’t stress 
that enough. They are lifetime skills that 
are taught by 4-H.”

Janet still recalls the 4-H pledge which 
is traditionally recited before 4-H meetings:

I pledge my head to clearer thinking,
My heart to greater loyalty,
My hands to larger service, and
My health to better living,
For my club, my community, my country 

and my world.
She says although the 4-H program is 

over a century old, the 4-H pledge is even 
more relevant today. “If everyone read this 
pledge and lived by it, we would have a 
better world,” she said.

“I’ve been involved with organizations 
bringing students in from all over the world 
for leadership training. I’ve continued to be 
involved in programs and young people,” 
she said. “4-H gave me a good base for 
doing all of this.”

Janet served as a Michigan 4-H 
Foundation trustee from 1989 to 1998. 
She co-chaired the foundation’s Campaign 
for 4-H from 2000 to 2007, raising $10.3 
million for Michigan 4-H. During the 
campaign, she hosted a 4-H fundraising 
event at her home in Beverly Hills, Mich. 
She was honored as an outstanding 
Michigan 4-H alumna as a member of the 
inaugural 4-H Emerald Clover Society in 
2002, and in 2008 she served as Mistress 

LEGACY GIFTS

See Blanchard Endowment, page 9

Blanchards establish endowment to offer  
MSU scholarships to 4-H’ers

Janet Blanchard as a 4-H youth with her 
4-H beef project.

Janet Blanchard, Ingham County 4-H alumna 
and former Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee.
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Richard J. Pollard established 
the Dickinson County 4-H 
Endowment

At  97 years old, Richard 
J .  Pol lard has created 
the Richard J. Pollard 

D i c k i n s o n  C o u n t y  4 - H 
Endowment to support his local 
county program, Dickinson County, as 
he is grateful to 4-H for encouraging 
him to reach his potential.

Pollard was raised on a depression-era farm in Norway, Mich., 
where he was an active 4-H member. To this day, he recalls how 
much his 4-H leader impacted his life, teaching both he – and his 
fellow club members – about banking. He didn’t have money to 
open a bank account, so she gave him one dollar. He later paid 
her back. His 4-H leader also encouraged him to pursue a career. 

Pollard studied at Albion College, joined the navy in WWII, and 
later became a doctor. He was grateful to the navy and rejoined 
during the Korean War. After the war, he practiced medicine in Detroit 
all while remaining active in the naval reserves until his early 60s. 

The Dickinson County 4-H Endowment will provide 
an annual source of unrestricted revenue for Dickinson County 
4-H. Funds may support everything from special 4-H projects, 
to sponsorships for 4-H learning experiences, trips and events.

“The Dickinson County 4-H Program is so thankful for Mr. 
Pollard’s generous commitment to building a stronger future for 
4-H youth,” said Jessica Coron, MSU Extension 4-H program 

coordinator in Dickinson County. “His contribution will be a vital 
source of continued support for our local 4-H program. This gift will 
provide further educational opportunities and sponsorships for 4-H 
youth in our community.  Additionally, it has the potential to enhance 
our current 4-H program. His support is greatly appreciated.”

An endowment is a fund that is permanently restricted – the corpus 
of the fund is invested and held intact, and the earnings from the fund 
are used for program support. Endowments provide a dependable 
and perpetual source of funding that, combined with other annual 
support, can help ensure that 4-H opportunities are available for all 
youth, especially those with financial barriers. To learn more about 
4-H endowments, visit mi4hfdtn.org/endowments. 

of Ceremonies for the society. In 2009, 
Janet was inducted into the National 4-H 
Hall of Fame for her service to 4-H and 
community.

“The lifelong skills that I learned in 4-H 
were a solid base for me in my professional 
life when I worked in a number of positions 
in state government, the governor’s office, 
on local, state and national campaigns, 
in President Clinton’s White House, as 
Director of Protocol for the World War 
II Memorial Dedication and as a board 
member of several national organizations.”

Prior to becoming Michigan’s First 

Lady, Janet Blanchard spent decades in 
public service in Michigan, Washington, 
D.C., and Canada. In Michigan, she 
worked in various management and 
administrative positions for the Departments 
of Education, Commerce, Civil Service, 
Labor, Management and Budget, and the 
Executive Office of the Governor.

Her career highlights include serving as 
Michigan’s Deputy Director of the Cabinet 
Council on Human Investments and co-chair 
of the Governor’s Telecommunications Task 
Force. In 1993, she served as associate 
director of Presidential Personnel in the 
White House under President Clinton. 
She oversaw appointments to boards and 
commissions, making recommendations 

for appointments to the President.
In 2004, while her husband served as 

ambassador to Canada, she served on the 
board of the Centre for Studies of Children 
at Risk at McMaster University in Ontario and 
was active in community affairs in Ottawa. 
She was also directly involved in the planning 
and implementation of the President and Vice 
President’s official visits to Ottawa.

Janet served as protocol director for the 
dedication of the World War II Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. She currently serves 
on the Meridian International Center 
Board of Trustees, and the International 
Student House Board of Directors, both in 
Washington, D.C.

BLANCHARD ENDOWMENT
Continued from page 8

LEGACY GIFTS

Pictured above is Richard Pollard (far right) and his younger 
brothers. This photo was taken in 1938 by his 4-H leader, Miss 
Lillian Solomonson,  when she came to inspect his 4-H garden. It 
was taken at Pollard Dairy in Norway, Mich. 

Dickinson County 4-H alum creates endowment  
to support local program

Richard J. Pollard
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COUNTY 4-H

From 2013-2018, a number of Michigan county 4-H programs 
participated in the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s county 4-H 
endowment match campaign to raise perpetual support for local 

4-H programs by establishing and growing county 4-H endowments.
During the campaign period, the Michigan 4-H community 

including clubs, parents, volunteers, alumni and donors 
collectively came together to show their strong support of 4-H 
today and to sustain funding for the program well into the future 
through endowments.

To date, 36 counties have Michigan 4-H 
Foundation endowments: Allegan, Arenac, Barry, 
Branch, Calhoun, Chippewa, Clare, Clinton, Eaton, 
Grand Traverse, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Houghton-
Keweenaw, Ingham, Ionia, Iosco, Isabella, Kalkaska, 
Kent, Lapeer, Lenawee, Macomb, Mason, Midland, 
Montcalm, Muskegon, Oakland, Ogemaw, Osceola, 
Ottawa, Sanilac, Shiawassee, St. Clair, St. Joseph, 
Washtenaw and Wayne counties.

Each of these county ’s annual 
endowment investment earnings can 
provide general support for current 
4-H program delivery, purchase or 
development of new program and 
learning materials, support for 4-H youth 
leadership experiences, participation 
fees or any future areas of great need to 
advance the county 4-H program.

For example, in St. Joseph County 
the endowment earnings supported a charter bus rental for 54 
participants to attend 4-H Exploration Days in 2018. It also funded 
two fair events: a 4-H Year End Dance with 154 participants and a 
4-H Fair Frenzy with 98 participants. The fair frenzy allowed staff to 
provide a fun event during fair week to get the youth to work as a 
team and to interact with one another on a social level. The dance 
is another opportunity to get youth to engage without social media 
and the competitive aspect of the fair.

“We were able to provide programs and services with the 
endowment earnings that we have struggled to provide without the 
additional funds,” said Eva Beeker, 4-H program coordinator in 
St. Joseph County. “Several of our 4-H youth would not have had 
transportation to Exploration Days and would not have attended 
without the bus funded through these funds.”

Additional examples of how 4-H endowment earnings are 
supporting general program needs in counties include:

Eaton County – funds have provided supplies and materials 
for the Eaton County 4-H Cloverbud Camp, lowering the cost of the 
camp to only $10 per youth. This reduced rate allowed the camp 
to be held at an affordable rate for families, especially those with 
financial hardships. The Eaton County 4-H Cloverbud Camp is a 

day camp that involves 20 to 30 youth ages 5 to 7 from 4-H and 
non-4-H members across the county and 15-20 teen leaders as 
camp counselors. Additionally, the planning committee is comprised 
of teens and adult volunteers. 

“The camp is a great opportunity to support our youngest 4-H 
members in their growth and keep them active in our program,” 
said Kristy Oosterhouse, 4-H program coordinator in Eaton County. 
“The support of the endowment funds is a great benefit to this event.”

Gratiot County – a portion has provided scholarships to 
educational events and supported new programming 
opportunities for virtual activities. In previous years, the 
endowment interest has provided funding to increase 
STEAM programming opportunities to underserved 
audiences through the 4-H STEAM AmeriCorps 
Program. Forty-nine new 4-H members were recruited 
to join at least one 4-H STEAM SPIN Club and 10 new 
4-H SPIN Clubs were started. Five family engagement 

events were also held to further connect 
the families with the 4-H program and 
to recruit new members. Thirteen new 
volunteers were successfully recruited 
and vetted through the 4-H Volunteer 
Process. The endowment has also funded 
4-H promotional activities like the 2019 
Kid’s Day Exploration Tent at the Gratiot 
County Fair for Youth.

Ingham County – this support has 
helped fund and purchase supplies for 

an AmeriCorps volunteer and for the Ingham County 4-H Still Life 
Workshop, which welcomed more than 100 participants to explore 
a variety of 4-H project areas, with more than 40 different sessions 
being offered throughout the day. 

“Possible uses for the 2020-21 allocation include covering 
fair expenses and helping to facilitate remote programming 
opportunities for our 4-H youth and volunteers, among other 
uses that will allow us to further support 4-H programs in Ingham 
County,” said Eric Dobbrastine, 4-H program coordinator in 
Ingham County.

Ionia County – endowment interest provided scholarships 
for Ionia 4-H volunteers to attend 4-H skill-building workshops. 
Volunteers attending these workshops were able to gain knowledge 
and experience that they were able to bring back to their 4-H clubs 
and youth. 

“Thanks to the Ionia County 4-H Endowment Fund, in 2018-
19, our volunteer attendance to the Winterfest workshop was very 
high compared to other counties,” said John Duvall, 4-H program 
coordinator in Ionia County. “This allowed Ionia volunteers to be 
involved in a wide variety of sessions, allowing volunteers to bring 
back a wider variety of knowledge to 4-H youth!”

County 4-H endowments are making a difference in local communities 

While the match  
ended with the 

campaign, gifts to 
help grow county 4-H 
endowments may be 

made online at:  
mi4hfdtn.org/
countymatch.

“We were able to provide programs and 
services with the endowment earnings 
that we have struggled to provide without 
the additional funds.” 

— Eva Beeker, 4-H program coordinator 
St. Joseph County MSU Extension 

See County Endowments, page 11
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county 4-h

A dream fulfilled: 4-H participation 
as a youth was the catalyst for a 
career in government.

When high school sophomore 
Domonique Clemons job 
shadowed 4th District County 

Commissioner John Northrup during the 
Genesee County 4-H Citizenship Academy, 
he had no idea he would be elected as a 
county commissioner in the exact same 
seat as Commissioner Northrup, 10 years 
later. Yet it was that experience that helped 
to light the spark for Clemons’ future 
educational and career choices.

“My 4-H involvement instilled in me 
that everyone can have an impact on 
government on all levels, regardless of age 
or background,” said Clemons.

As a youth, Clemons, a Michigan 4-H 
alumnus from Flint and 2018 Michigan 4-H 
Emerald Clover Society inductee, spent three 
years in Michigan State University Extension 
programs like 4-H Capitol Experience and  the 
Genesee County 4-H Citizenship Academy. 
He then worked for 4-H for five years, serving 
as a student assistant for 4-H leadership and 
civic engagement while attending MSU to 
obtain a bachelor’s degree in public policy. 
Clemons credits these 4-H experiences for 
helping to develop the foundation for his 
current career in local government.

“4-H was not only a program that I 
was able to learn about different things, 

and meet new friends, but it also was 
very important in my development,” said 
Clemons. “It was my participation in 
4-H that taught me important skills like 
communication, leadership, organizational 
skills, how to use Robert’s Rules of Order, 
how to shake hands with someone, 
and how to be an active citizen in my 
community. Many of these skills I still use 
today. 4-H provided a foundation for my 
leadership development and gave me the 
opportunity to sharpen my skills and put 
them to use as a youth participant as well 
as a student assistant on staff.”

After graduating from MSU, Clemons went 
on to obtain a master’s degree in political 
management from George Washington 
University before starting his political career 
in 2019 as the legislative director for State 
Representative Alex Garza (D-Taylor). Since 
then, his roles have grown to include treasurer 
for both the Genesee County Democratic 
Party and Young Democrats of Genesee 
County, as well as becoming the executive 
director of the Genesee County Leadership 
Corps. In November 2020, he was elected 
to the position of 4th District Genesee County 
Commissioner and after taking office in 
January 2021, he was elected vice-chairman 
of the board and chair of the Public Works 
Committee.  

Despite his busy schedule, Clemons 
continues his involvement with 4-H today 
as a volunteer, supporting the 4-H Capitol 

Experience as a guest speaker and for 
several years as a judge for the Michigan 
4-H State Awards Program. He encourages 
others to join the 4-H program as well, to 
help explore their own interests and build 
the foundation for their future.

“4-H is a great resource for young folks 
to learn skills, make new friends, and explore 
career options,” said Clemons. “Often, 4-H 
is seen as something that is only for kids 
interested in farming and animals, but that 
is certainly not the case. 4-H has so many 
programs and resources for everyone. As a 
student who grew up in an urban setting, 4-H 
had a huge impact on me, and I would highly 
encourage inner city and urban students to 
get just as involved with 4-H.”

4-H alumnus Domonique Clemons elected to serve as  
Genesee County Commissioner for 4th District

Genesee County 4-H alumnus Domonique 
Clemons was elected Genesee County 
Comissioner for the 4th district.

Muskegon County – the fund has provided scholarships to 
middle school youth to attend 4-H Exploration Days. 

“This increased youth leadership skills and had youth start 
thinking about college,” said Tonya Pell, 4-H program coordinator 
in Muskegon County. “Many of the youth who received 
scholarships to 4-H Exploration Days were first time attendees.”

Shiawassee County – funds provided educational materials 
for the 2018 4-H Camp Neyati, scholarships that allowed 10 

youth to attend camp at no cost, materials for camp counselor 
trainings and transportation cost for youth to get to camp. 

“These funds provided the necessary materials needed to 
promote extended education for youth development,” said Nikki 
Hersch, 4-H program coordinator in Shiawassee County.

Washtenaw County – endowment interest provided funding 
for 4-H newsletter communications and general support for local 
4-H program work.

Learn more about how you can help grow county 4-H 
endowments: mi4hfdtn.org/endowments/county-4-h-program-
endowments.

COUNTY ENDOWMENTS
Continued from page 10



Twelve youth join the Michigan 4-H State 
Youth Leadership Council

The Michigan 4-H State Youth 
Leadership Council (SYLC) welcomed 12 
new members who will serve a two-year term 
on the council. Established in 2015, SYLC is a 
statewide leadership opportunity for Michigan 
4-H Youth Development participants ages 
15-19. Members serve as representatives of 
the Michigan 4-H program, promoting 4-H 
through state and local activities, and providing 
youth voice and perspective to inform statewide 
programs and goals. Read more: www.canr.msu.
edu/4Hsylc21.
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In the news

Sign-up for 4-H GROWN e-newsletter
MSU Extension 4-H Youth Development 
and the Michigan 4-H Foundation have 
teamed up to offer the 4-H GROWN 
e-newsletter. This quarterly newsletter is 
sent to 4-H alumni, friends and supporters 
to keep you connected with Michigan 
4-H. Vantage recipients are added to the 
4-H GROWN mailing list, but to ensure 
you receive the e-news, sign-up online at:  
bit.ly/4HGrownNews.

In the news

4-H program coordinator receives special 
recognition from CANR for DEI efforts

Anna EldenBrady, MSU Extension 4-H 
program coordinator in Muskegon County, 
received one of four You Belong Here Awards 
from the College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (CANR) for outstanding efforts 
supporting diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI). 
Read more: www.canr.msu.edu/4Hpcdei.

National 4-H Council corporate partnerships 
National 4-H Council continues to be a 

strong partner in leveraging corporate grants to 
support local 4-H programs. Total support from 
National 4-H Council partnerships over the years 
has exceeded $2.5 million, averaging $125,000 
annually for the past two decades. Current 
partnerships for fiscal year 2020-2021 include 
gifts and grants from Microsoft, JOANN, 
State Line Tack, Tractor Supply Company 
and Walmart. In addition, watch for discounts 
and retailer promotions from these National 
4-H Council partners: Bogs, Georgia Boot, 
Invisalign, Land O’Lakes, Manna Pro and 
Schleich. Read more: mi4hfdtn.org/national-4-h-
council-partnerships. 


