
Inspired and in-person:  
face-to-face programming 
returns for Michigan 4-H

As it does every year, the summer of 2021 brought the 
return of many childhood favorites — freedom from 
school, a chance to sleep in and time to enjoy the warm 

summer sunshine outdoors with friends and family. But this year 
the return of summer brought something more for those involved 
in Michigan 4-H: the return of face-to-face programming.

As it did nearly everything else, the COVID-19 pandemic 
drastically changed operations for Michigan 4-H, the youth 
development program of Michigan State University Extension. In 
March 2020, MSU Extension modified all in-person Michigan 4-H 
programming to a virtual setting in the interest of the health and 
safety of 4-H youth, volunteers, staff and their families. Though 
MSU Extension’s commitment to serving Michigan youth remained 
steadfast and staff members continued to meet the needs of the 
state through online programming, the lack of in-person events was 
heartbreaking for Michigan 4-H professionals and families alike.

Eager to return to face-to-face programming, MSU Extension 
professionals worked diligently to chart a path toward resuming 
in-person activities. In March 2021, Michigan 4-H began allowing 
limited in-person activities that could be conducted independently 
or as a single household. As a result, counties were able to hold 
fair livestock weigh-ins and community service projects. On May 
17, Michigan 4-H resumed in-person programs that met the public 
health guidelines put forth by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services, and the MSU Community Compact.

“Through our face-to-face parameters, we were able to offer 
club leaders, volunteers, staff and others in the 4-H community an 
opportunity to resume in-person programming while still protecting 
one another and the community,” said Jake DeDecker, state 
leader for Michigan 4-H. “We’re so grateful to those who carefully 
considered our face-to-face requirements and modified programs 
with these important safety precautions, allowing us to get back 
to in-person engagements with our 4-H friends and family.”

With the May announcement, clubs, leaders and 4-H 
professionals sprang into action. Summer is traditionally the 
busiest time of the year for 4-H programming and this year was 
no different. The range of summer 4-H programs increased further 
when on June 30, Michigan 4-H lifted all in-person meeting 
requirements for face-to-face interactions.

4-H Summer Rec: A staple in Presque Isle County
For more than 20 years, Presque Isle MSU Extension has been 

offering the 4-H Summer Rec program to youth ages 8 to 12. 
The six-week program provides youth with a daily dose of fun 
and education as they take part in field trips, STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) activities, games, 
community service and more. In addition to the daily recreation 
activities, attendees are provided with a healthy breakfast and lunch.

After taking a hiatus in 2020, the 4-H Summer Rec program 
was back in 2021 with nearly 60 participants. Among the 
program’s many adventures, youth explored the Besser Museum 
for Northeast Michigan in Alpena, toured a wastewater treatment 
facility in Rogers City and visited Carmeuse Lime & Stone, also 
in Rogers City. They learned about careers, owl pellets and the 
history of chocolate while enjoying beach days, scavenger hunts 
and summer sports. They even spent time giving back to the 
community by removing invasive plants from a public beach.

“The 4-H Summer Rec program is such a blessing to our 
community. Children who would be home by themselves while 
parents work are given a chance to interact in person with others,” 
said Deedra Haselhuhn, Presque Isle County 4-H parent. 
“To learn about our community, to do service projects and to 
experience field trips to places they would never get to see. The 
hands-on experience is so valuable at these ages.”

“This program is the best thing that has happened to Rogers 
City children,” said another participant’s parent. “Thank you to 
all involved and all staff from the bottom of my heart!”
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michigan 4-h foundation

Oct. 31 – The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens closed for the season. The indoor garden is 
open year round.

Nov. 30 – Giving Tuesday. Join the #GivingTuesday 
movement and help grow county 4-H endowments. Visit 
mi4hfdtn.org/giving-tuesday for details. 

Dec. 31 – Donation deadline for 2021 tax year credit.

calendar of events

Kettunen Center Update

As many may recall, in May 2020 the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation Board of Trustees made the difficult decision 
to permanently close and sell Kettunen Center, the 4-H 

volunteer and youth conference center in Tustin, Mich., owned 
and operated by the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

Over the past year, the Kettunen Center Memorabilia 
Committee has been hard at work. Historical 4-H and Kettunen 
Center items of significance will be donated to either MSU Archives 
or the MSU Museum, depending on which items each location 
will accept. These historical items have all been cataloged, boxed 
and are ready for delivery as soon as campus allows. 

The sponsored bricks from Kettunen Center have been relocated 
to the Schoolyard Demonstration Garden at the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens. Additionally, the Reach for the Stars metal 
art honoring Don Jost, executive director emeritus, has also been 
placed in the Schoolyard Demonstration Garden. The 4-H Emerald 
Clover Society recognition formerly on display at Kettunen Center is 
in process to be redesigned to fit the 4-H Children’s Gardens theme. 

There are over 100 items from Kettunen Center to be placed for 
auction which range from paintings, to prints, to books. The auction 
will likely be an online auction due to the ongoing pandemic. 
The Michigan 4-H Foundation will send out more information to 
consitituents once auction details are confirmed.

In May 2021, the Michigan 4-H Foundation entered into a 
lease agreement with an intent to purchase with a religious youth 
organization to run their youth camp at Kettunen Center this past 
summer. While the sale is not finalized at this time, the board is 
anticipating a sale closing in early 2022.

After the completion of the sale, the board plans to allocate 
the net proceeds (after sale expenses and debt repyament) 
to support Michigan 4-H programs. The board will continue 
share information when possible. We know and understand that 
Kettunen Center continues to be near and dear to the hearts of 
many within our Michigan 4-H family.

Sponsored bricks from Kettunen Center have been relocated to the 
Schoolyard Demonstration Garden at the Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens on the Michigan State University campus. 

President’s Message  
to the Membership 

On behalf of the board of trustees, I’d like to thank each 
of you for your continued investment in Michigan 4-H.

To say the past 18 months has been a difficult, emotional 
time, might sound like a broken record. However, it is 
indeed a reality for many of us personally, as well as those 
of us who continue to volunteer our time and talent as 
Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees.

Michigan 4-H Foundation trustees are volunteers 
who oversee foundation operations and are community 
advocates for ongoing and increasing support for 4-H. We 
are charged with overseeing the activities of staff members 
with foundation responsibilities and working on committees 
developed to facilitate foundation operations. 

As a nonprofit organization, the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation supports the mission and vision of Michigan 
4-H Youth Development. It is private support from each of 
you that helps the foundation meet its mission to support 
Michigan youth for meaningful and productive lives. 4-H 
Grows each year thanks to your continued investments and 
commitment to Michigan 4-H. 

We appreciate those who were able to join us for the 69th 
Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting on 
Oct. 1, our second annual meeting held virtually using the 
Zoom platform. For those unable to join, brief updates are 
included in this newsletter. For more details, please refer 
to the 2021 Report to Membership online. 

On behalf of the board of trustees, thank you for all you 
do in support of 4-H.

 
Yours in 4-H,

 
 

Sheila Wade Kneeshaw, President 
Michigan 4-H Foundation

Download 
the 2021 

Michigan 4-H 
Foundation Report 
to Membership: 
mi4hfdtn.org/ 

report-to-
membership/
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Sheila Wade Kneeshaw, of 
Detroit, was reelected president of 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation board 

of trustees at its fall board meeting Oct. 1. 
Since 2015, Kneeshaw has served 

as the Woman’s National Farm and 
Garden Association (WNF&GA), Michigan 
Division representative on the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation’s board, a tradition that began with the incorporation 
of the Michigan 4-H Foundation in 1952. 

An avid gardener, Kneeshaw has served as past president of 
the Indian Village Branch, WNF&GA and is a member of the Herb 
Society of America-Grosse Pointe Unit, Western Wayne County 
Master Gardener Association, Nichols School Garden Jr. Master 
Gardener Program, among others. Before retiring, she served the 
city of Detroit for 40 years in several roles, including economic 
development manager and project manager.

Also reelected were: as vice president is Thomas L. 
Bosserd, of Plymouth, a representative for Halderman Real 
Estate and Farm Management Services. Re-elected as treasurer 
is Melissa Humphrey, Fowler, regional vice president for 
GreenStone Farm Credit Services; and as secretary, Jacob M. 
DeDecker, St. Johns, state leader for Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development and MSU Extension Children and Youth associate 
director. The immediate past president is Sara A. Stuby of 
Centreville. Board of trustees election results Michigan 4-H 
Foundation Board of Trustees elections were held at the Oct. 1 
Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting. 

Reelected to three-year terms on the board were: Jennifer 
Kiel, St. Johns, Sheila Kneeshaw, Detroit, and Andrew 
Walker, Saginaw. Bruce Sutherland, Okemos, was 
confirmed as a trustee by the membership. He was elected earlier 
in the year by the foundation’s board.

In addition, youth trustee Shawn McNamara’s term expired 
and was recognized for his service at the Oct. 1 Michigan 4-H 
Foundation Annual Membership Meeting. A St. Joseph County 
4-H’er, McNamara graduated from Centreville High School, 
where he was dual enrolled with Glen Oaks Community College. 
Midland County 4-H alumna, parent and volunteer, Mary 
Draves was also recognized for her service as a trustee for the 
past 10 years. Draves resigned from the board in April 2021 and 
chaired the foundation’s Personnel Committee. She serves as 
Global Director of Environmental Remediation and Restoration & 
Environmental Technology Center for Dow. Pam Babbitt also 
retired from the board after 36 years of service. (See story to right.)

MICHIGAN 4-H FOUNDATION

LONGEST-SERVING TRUSTEE  
RETIRES FROM BOARD

Pamala R. Babbitt, of Muskegon, retired from the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees Oct. 1, 2021 
after nearly four decades of service to Michigan 4-H.

Babbitt served as a Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee since 
1984-85. She served the board in numerous roles including 
treasurer, president and immediate past president.

Babbitt chaired the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Facilities 
Committee for a number of years and later chaired the Personnel 
Committee. She co-chaired the Michigan 4-H Centennial 
Celebration committee, celebrating 100 years of 4-H with a 
variety of events held throughout the year in 2002. She and her 
husband, Ed, were the auction winners of the Garfield comic 
strip print commemorating 4-H’s centennial.

A generous donor to Michigan 4-H, she has been honored 
as a member of the Cornerstone Society and also with a rock 
on the wall at Kettunen Center.

An accountant by training, she is retired from Babbitt’s 
Sports Center in Muskegon and has been an active 4-H 
volunteer leader in her community since 1969, where she 
served as both president and treasurer of the Muskegon 
County 4-H Council.

In honor of Babbitt’s longtime 
serv ice ,  the  Mich igan 4-H 
Foundation Board of Trustees is 
providing a special recognition in 
her honor at the Heritage Memorial 
Gardens in her hometown of 
Muskegon.

4-H FOUNDATION HOLDS OFFICER AND TRUSTEE ELECTIONS

Sheila Kneeshaw

Pamala R. Babbitt retired from the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
board Oct. 1, serving as a trustee since 1984-85.

 
Make a gift 
in honor of  

Pam Babbitt’s service 
to 4-H online at:  
mi4hfdtn.org/

memorialtribute 
donation
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The Kent Special Riding Program (KSRP) created 
the Kent County 4-H Special Riding Program Legacy 
Fund with the Michigan 4-H Foundation to support 
low-cost therapeutic horseback riding for people 
with disabilities. 

The Kent Special Riding Program (KSRP) began as 
a pilot 4-H therapeutic horseback riding program with 25 
students in June 1976. For four decades, KSRP provided 

high quality therapeutic and recreational horseback riding 
instruction to both children and adults with a variety of physical, 
mental and emotional disabilities as a Kent County 4-H Proud 
Equestrians Program (PEP).

“Many of our riders used wheelchairs or assistive walking 
devices in their daily lives,” said Rita Neumann, a former KSRP 
volunteer and board member. “The riders were scheduled in 
classes according to their individual abilities, and instructed in 
horse management safety and skills, both on the ground and 
in the saddle. Our primary goal was to maximize each rider’s 
physical, mental and emotional potential, independence and 
freedom while learning new skills and having fun.” 

In 1977, Bill and Lynn Schumacher began hosting KSRP at no 
cost on their 32-acre farm in Alto, Mich., serving approximately 
160 riders each year until it dissolved in 2017.

“Bill and Lynn were very involved in the day-to-day operation 
of KSRP and five of their own horses were used in the program. 
They both served on the KSRP board of directors, and Lynn was 
program director,” Neumann said. 

With a lack of volunteer support, the KSRP board of directors 
made the difficult decision to close its doors in 2017 after Lynn 
passed away. Since no other 4-H therapeutic horseback riding 
program existed in Kent County, the KSRP board of directors 

dissolved its accounts and established The Kent County 4-H 
Special Riding Program Legacy Fund with the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation to support future 4-H Proud Equestrian Programs.

“KSRP funds were raised through the hard work of our 
volunteers and the donations from our loyal supporters with the 
intent to support therapeutic horseback riding for people with 
disabilities in Kent and surrounding counties. The KSRP board 
strongly believes that these funds should be used for their intended 
purpose. Since KSRP was the only 4-H therapeutic horseback 
riding program in Kent County, we would like the funds to be used 
to establish a new PEP program in Kent County,” Neumann said.

Over the four decades of the therapeutic horseback riding 
program, KSRP served well over 9,000 riders with physical, mental 
and/or emotional disabilities. This was accomplished through 
the dedicated volunteer efforts of many long-term volunteers, 
including the Schumachers, treasurer Louise Palczewski, secretary 
and Ride-a-Thon chairperson Gail Roderick, volunteer coordinator 
Connie VanBelkum and instructor Brenda Bera-Alters.

Neumann, a physical therapist at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital, became involved with KSRP when she moved to Grand 
Rapids, Mich. in 1999. She served as a volunteer, aide, board 
member, horse chairperson and board of directors chairperson. 

“I first became involved volunteering with therapeutic 
horseback riding programs when I was in high school. Through 
college and graduate school, I volunteered with similar programs 
in New Orleans, Ann Arbor, Flint, and Caledonia. I could clearly 
see how therapeutic horseback riding had such a profound effect 
on the riders’ physical, mental and emotional development. My 
experiences with these programs led me into my chosen profession 
of physical therapy,” she said.

According to Neumann, during a typical class, a rider might 
work on posture, balance and coordination by learning how to 
guide a horse through an obstacle course. Riders also improved 

LEGACY GIFTS

KSRP establishes Kent County 4-H Special Riding Program Legacy Fund

Over the four decades of the therapeutic horseback riding program, 
KSRP served well over 9,000 riders with physical, mental and/
or emotional disabilities. This was accomplished through the 
dedicated volunteer efforts of many long-term volunteers.

The KSRP board of directors established the Kent County 4-H Special 
Riding Program Legacy Fund with the Michigan 4-H Foundation to 
support future 4-H Proud Equestrian Programs.

See KSRP Legacy Fund, page 5
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Many of us likely recall being told that breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day. To highlight the importance 
of starting the day off right, the Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Garden now features a theme garden dedicated entirely to the 
first meal of the day.

The Breakfast Garden features plants that go into making 
our breakfasts, including a coffee plant, pomegranate, orange, 
maple, pancake, tomatoes, peppers and chives. In addition, four 
smoothie planters were added which feature some of the popular 
smoothie flavors including: a tropical smoothie, strawberry-
banana smoothie, green smoothie and smoothie grains. 

“We had a Cereal Bowl Garden and the space next to it has 
traditionally been planted in a fall perennial aster that was not 
very exciting,” explained Norm Lownds, Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens curator. “As we were working in the garden we started 
talking about what to plant in that area and decided that we 
could expand beyond the cereal bowl to the entire breakfast. It 
then only took us a few minutes to come up with a list of possible 
plants. Once we were that far we had to do it.” 

The smoothie planters were a donation from Earth Box many 
years ago, however the Breakfast Garden is in need of a sponsor. If 
interested in sponsoring this garden, contact greenca5@msu.edu.

In addition, a few updates and restorations were also 
completed in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens over the 
summer bringing the garden to its natural splendor. 

The planter boxes were replaced and a self-portrait station was 
added to the Sunshine Garden Gallery wall. The gate to Bogue 
Street, the benches in the Friends Terrace and the spitting frogs 
gate were all repainted.

As part of one of the National Science Foundation (NSF) grants 
garden staff are collaborating on, a Smell Scavenger Hunt has been 
added through the garden. It has been very popular and is getting 
more and more visitors to stop and smell the flowers (and the leaves). 
In addition, more QR codes will be added to the signs so that visitors 
can discover even more information if they are interested.

Over the summer the family programs had a different 
emphasis each month with activity bags given out to visitors, a 
StoryWalk book that connected to each theme and additional 
online materials, information, and activities. These self-guided 
programs have worked well and have been very well-received 
by 4-H Children’s Gardens visitors.

4-H CHILDREN’S GARDENS

The new Breakfast Garden features plants that go into making 
breakfast and also includes four smoothie planters with popular 
smoothie flavors and ingredients including: tropical, strawberry-
banana, green and grains used in smoothies.

strength and endurance by learning the two-point position, the 
sitting trot and the posting trot. They also gained self-confidence 
and independence by playing cooperative and competitive games.  

A hallmark of KSRP was the commitment to providing lessons 
for free, or at a nominal cost to the rider. For many years, a six-
week session of riding cost only $10. When the program closed, 
that cost had only increased to $30. The main source of funding 
was the annual KSRP Ride-a-Thon, a trail ride on horseback where 
participants obtained sponsors for their participation in the cause, 
similar to a 5K or other walk/race on foot.

“For the majority of years KSRP was operating, the program had the 
funds to operate for the entire year before the year began,” Neumann 
shared. “This was achieved with incredible fiscal responsibility, heavy 
reliance on dedicated volunteers and successful fundraising efforts  
that centered around the annual fall Ride-a-Thon. We are extremely 
thankful that KSRP did not have to close due to lack of funding.” 

The Kent County 4-H Special Riding Program Legacy Fund 
will provide financial support to establish a new 4-H PEP in Kent 
County to be created prior to May 1, 2026. A plaque will be 
installed on or near the ramp acknowledging the funding from 
the 4-H Bill and Lynn Schumacher Therapeutic Horseback Riding 
Grant and a brief description of the history of the Kent Special 
Riding Program.

Volunteers in the Kent County area interested in applying for the 
grant and helping to create a new PEP program in Kent County 
should contact Glenda Kilpatrick at kilpatri@msu.edu and/or 
Christine Skelly at skellych@msu.edu. 

If a Kent County 4-H PEP program is not implemented by 
the deadline in 2026, the funds shall be made available to 4-H 
PEP programs statewide through the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
mini-grant process. This grant will be advertised as The M. Louise 
Palczewski Therapeutic Horseback Riding Grant and will provide 
up to $2,000 per grant to support the creation and/or operation 
of one or more new or existing 4-H PEPs located in Michigan.

KSRP Legacy fund
Continued from page 4

4-H CHILDREN’S GARDEN ADDS NEW BREAKFAST GARDEN AND UPDATES
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MICHIGAN 4-H

Fairs and 4-H: the tradition continues in 2021 
After COVID-19 restrictions limited participation 
in 2020, Michigan 4-H’ers are excited to be back at 
county fairs again in 2021.

Across the state, one of the sure signs of summer is the 
county fair. Whether you’re there for a sweet treat or fried 
food, a whirling ride or a chance to win a giant prize, 

the fair is a favorite summer pastime in communities throughout 
Michigan. But for thousands of young people in Michigan, the fair 
is more than just a pastime, it’s the best week of the year, which 
meant no one was more excited than Michigan 4-H members, 
families, and staff members to rejoin the fair fun in 2021.

“After a tumultuous year, it was great to see 4-H youth enjoying the 
fair again this summer,” said Jake DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 
4-H. “As long-time partners with fairs across the state, Michigan 4-H 
professionals were as excited as youth to be back enjoying it, too.”

Although most Michigan fairs are independently operated by 
agricultural societies, fair boards or fair managers, Michigan 4-H 
has long supported youth programming at fairs. As the youth 
development program of Michigan State University Extension, 
Michigan 4-H partners with local fairs to deliver 4-H classes and 
other youth experiences.

“Our fair partnerships across the state are some of our longest 
standing,” continued DeDecker. “For many people, 4-H and fairs 
go hand-in-hand and we’re happy to be a part of such a beloved 
local tradition.”

Though fair participation is not a requirement of 4-H 
involvement and not every 4-H’er attends their county fair, local 
fairs play large roles in the lives of many Michigan 4-H youth. 
For them, the fair is the culmination of a year’s work on their 
4-H project. A year in which they learned to raise and train an 
animal, create a still-life project, become an entrepreneur or grow 
a plant — and advance their knowledge and skills in many ways.

“Fairs are one of the ways 4-H’ers can showcase their mastery 
of the skills they learned through 4-H,” explained DeDecker. “It’s 
the icing on the life-skills cake, so to speak. And it’s a lot of fun!”

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic led to the cancellation of 
many local fairs. MSU Extension helped to provide online forums 
for 4-H youth to receive constructive feedback and be recognized 
for their accomplishments through 4-H virtual showcases and 
auctions. While rewarding, the online experiences weren’t the 
same as in-person fairs and many 4-H’ers eagerly awaited a 
return to a more typical fair season in 2021. Pandemic-related 
restrictions on in-person meetings made that return seem uncertain 
at times. MSU Extension outlined the many ways it could support 
fairs in virtual, face-to-face and hybrid options, but everyone was 
relieved when in-person events resumed in May 2021.

“From exhibitors to fairgoers, everyone had a fantastic attitude 
and seemed just happy to be at the fair,” said Lori Warchuck, 
St. Clair County MSU Extension 4-H program coordinator, about 

the St. Clair County 4-H and Youth Fair. “The community came out 
in full force to support the fair with record attendance every night.”

Warchuck’s observations seemed true for fairs across the state, 
which saw large crowds ready to enjoy a day at the fair for the 
first time in two years. Due to the uncertainty of 4-H programming 
until late spring, some 4-H programs saw lower fair participation, 
but all who came were glad they did.

“Several 4-H’ers said, ‘We are so happy to be at the fair and 
with our 4-H friends,’” shared Warchuck.

About 170 miles west, Kathy Pennington, Barry County 
MSU Extension 4-H program coordinator, expressed a similar 
sentiment about the Barry County Fair.

“Everyone was just genuinely happy to be there and grateful 
for the opportunity. Volunteers were very happy and I don’t think 
the kids stopped smiling all week...It was like coming home.”

The anticipation volunteers expressed in the weeks leading up 
to the fair illustrated how excited they were to return to it in 2021.

“I look forward to the eagerness on each child’s face as they 
display their knowledge and learn from constructive comments,” 
said Barry County 4-H volunteer Lisa Coe. “Above all, I hope our 
kids have fun and grow together while enjoying the community 
that the fair and 4-H promote.”

In addition to showing up in record numbers, the community 
also showed up with record support for the 4-H’ers who took part 
in 2021 4-H fair auctions, selling their livestock and still exhibit 
projects. Many fairs saw their best auction sales in years, both in 
terms of gross sales and average price per pound. Buyers seemed 
eager to reward 4-H’ers with high prices in exchange for the hard 
work they put into their projects.

“The price per pound was the highest it has ever been for many 
areas,” said Debra Morgan, Oakland County MSU Extension 
4-H program coordinator, about the auction at the Oakland County 
Fair. “We believe that is a testament to the awesome community 
support for the youth and enthusiasm for the fair experience!”

Non-livestock participants hold up their ribbons in front of the 
2021 Barry County Fair sign.

See Fairs and 4-H, page 9
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Creating camp chronicles at MSU Tollgate Farm and 
Education Center

MSU Extension’s Tollgate Farm and Education Center is a 
160 acre farmstead in Novi. Surrounded by the metro Detroit 
area, Tollgate provides people young and old an opportunity 
to experience the natural world and agriculture amid the urban 
environment. This hands-on learning environment is also home 
to one of the largest 4-H day camps in the state. Each year, 
hundreds of youth converge at Tollgate to experience the fun and 
excitement of 4-H summer camp.

“Every week we have a different theme of camp, from vet science 
to survival camp,” said Mike Mathis, director of MSU Tollgate 
Farm and Education Center. “We’re so excited to be offering 
these experiences again this year and meeting with youth face-to-face.”

With an abbreviated period to plan and prepare for summer 
camp, Tollgate’s summer programming is running on a shortened 
schedule; still, nearly 230 youth ages 4 to 19 have taken part. 
Camp themes in 2021 include Earth Explorers, Green Science 
Adventure, Splish Splash Water Camp and Outdoor Adventure 
Camp. All programs are being operated completely outdoors.

“Téah learned so much from the vet science camps,” said 
one parent of a Tollgate 4-H summer camp participant. “She 
was exposed to so much advanced science through dissections 
— stuff she may never get to see or do in school! Tollgate is such 
a fantastic place, we appreciate the opportunities you provide!”

Helping to operate the Tollgate camps are 45 teen volunteers 
who serve as camp stewards. Stewards are teens ages 13 to 19 
who act as volunteer assistants to the educational leaders and as 
role models for campers. Stewards have a deep knowledge of the 
farm and the educational camp program and develop skills they 
can use in the future in their academic and professional careers.

“Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to be a 
steward for the Animal Farm Camp,” said one teen volunteer. “I 
really enjoyed working with everyone and I had a great time.”

4-H Swim School success in Charlevoix County
When you live in the Great Lakes State, water safety is important. 

In Boyne City, MSU Extension helps to make this important skill a 
reality each summer through their 4-H Swim School. The program 
offers swim lessons and water safety instruction on the shores of Lake 
Charlevoix, helping youth learn to swim and consider currents and 
other environmental factors in the natural world.

Eight sessions of the four-week swim school were offered over 
the summer, delivering swim lessons to 47 youth ages 5 to 14. 
Leading the course was 18-year-old 4-H’er Ally Herrick, a certified 
life guard, who took time to connect with each student in the course.

“On the first day of swim school, a special needs youth in 
attendance definitely didn’t want to go into the water,” explained 
Leah LaVanway, Charlevoix County MSU Extension 4-H 
program coordinator. “She sat with him on the beach and got to 
know more about him and what his interests were.”

Through this conversation, Herrick learned the young man loved a 
toy fish he had brought with him to swim school. Herrick talked with 
the young man about fish: different types of fish, what fish eat and 
how they live in water. After discussing their habitat, Herrick asked 
if they should take the fish to the water to play. The young man was 
hesitant but followed her into the water where they tossed the toy fish 
back and forth, going out a little deeper each time. At the end of the 
first lesson, the parents were so impressed Herrick had gotten him 
into the water, even convincing him to put his face into the water.

“His parents couldn’t thank and praise her enough,” said 
LaVanway. “At the end of summer, he was doing bobs in the water 
and learning basic strokes, but each lesson ended with playing 
hide and seek with the toy fish in the water. The parents and child 
said they couldn’t wait for next summer.”

With the end of summer, MSU Extension is looking ahead to 
favorite fall 4-H activities and planning for an eventful 2022. While 
the shifting COVID-19 pandemic may create the need to modify 
operations (as it did on August 3 when the mask requirement was 
reinstated for all indoor 4-H activities), MSU Extension remains 
hopeful mitigation steps such as mask wearing will allow face-to-
face interactions to continue.

MICHIGAN 4-H

Inspired and in-person
Continued from cover

Life guard Ally Herrick on a raft instructing a participant in 4-H 
Swim School.

Youth at a Tollgate camp
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Dorothea Antonson
By: Virginia R. Antonson
Nicholie A. Ashcraft
By:  Anonymous
 Candy DiCicco
 Gary and Patrice Hoffman
 Heather Hoffman
 Linda Hoffman
 Beth Legge
 Walter Patten
 Sue Webb
Eleanor S. Baker
By:  Arthur and Phyllis Webster
Silas T. Bement
By:  Arthur and Phyllis Webster
William “Bill” J. Brooks
By:  Emily Bowers
Mildred J. Carey
By:  Nancy Lefler
Michele A. Corey
By:  Kathrine Kelley
 Anita Magaway
Kirk L. Curtis
By:  Kevin and Tammy Basore
 Jovon and Sheila Marie  

 Everett
 Stephanie Wolf Hull
Diane J. Draper
By: Tracy Anderson
 Ila M. Ezop

Helen E. Eastman
By:  Ingham County MSU  

 Extension
Gene Ellenwood
By:  Lee Ann Van Schoick
Gloria J. Ellerhorst
By:  Elizabeth Knox
Ethel M. Flegler
By:  Ann Schrader
James E. Gleason
By:  Max and Beverley Benne
 Ruth Broesamle
 Georgia Gleason
 Matt Klein
 Terry and Sandi Klump
 Cherie Nixon
 Po O’Connor
Rosemary A. Gratch
By:  Addie Roof
Sarah E. Guthrie
By:  James Fox
Friedrich J. Henningsen
By:  John Miller
Matthew J. Henningsen
By:  John Miller
Janet L. Hillman
By:  Russell and Alice Barkow
 Edward and Cynthia Denhof
 James and Jill Marcusse
  

Ottawa County MSU  
 Extension

 David and Cheryl Roth
 Wayne and Barbara Umlor
J. B. Hoard
By:  Cheryl Michalski
Robert D. Hoppes
By:  Travis and Julie Moss
James M. Hutchinson
By: Interpower Induction
Bernard R. Iutzi
By:  Tracy Holmes
Lester LaBar
By:  Janet Bono
Sherry E. Landon
By:  Michelle and James Neff
Kenneth LoVette
By:  Arthur and Phyllis Webster
James R. Lundy
By:  Todd Irgang
 George Robarge
 Ann Rossman
 James and Pamela 

Rossman
Ron G. Morley
By: Michelle and James Neff
Colleen Moore
By:  Cliff Weyhing
 

Keitha C. Nurnberger
By:  Ila M. Ezop
Charles B. Osgerby
By:  Margaret and Richard Bethel
Steven E. Pesola
By:  Houghton & Keweenaw  

 County MSU Extension
Debra J. Phelps
By:  Christine M. Pionk
 Barbara Vainner
Sally J. Rieve
By:  Norman and Margaret Bless
Linda E. Schultz
By:  Robert and Linda Trout
Nancy M. Snow
By:  Ellen Schuller
Mary Stalhood
By:  Sharon and Scott Dow
 Kathryn Keller
Virginia, Harold & Nicholas Stotz
By:  Susan R. Miller
Carl M. Tidd
By:  Ruth Tidd
Jane L. Taylor
By: John and Carol Culhane
Nancy J. Vandergeest
By:  Earl and Melissa Souva
 Sara and Dale Stuby
 

Kenneth M. VanPatten
By:  Arthur and Phyllis Webster
William “Bill” S. Wheeler
By:  Phyllis and Arthur Webster
Jim Williams
By: Patricia and Ron Morley
 Michelle and James Neff
Lorraine “Peg” J. Wirostek
By:  Vickie Daniels
 Roger and Lisa Reed, Jr.
 David and Karen Stoneman
 Stephanie Wirostek
 Gerald and Barbara Zietz
William “Bill” Wood
By:  John and Nancy Rohde
 Rick and Mary Stellick

Gifts received Apr. 1 to Oct. 27, 2021 in memory of:

memorial gifts | In memory of

MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special 
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at https://mi4hfdtn.org.

Enclosed is a gift of $ . ❒ In loving memory of  ❒ In tribute to 

Send announcement of this gift to: Name 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

Sent by: (Donor’s Name) 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

County  Phone ( )  Email 

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member. 

Payment by:

❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)

❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard ❒ Visa ❒ Discover ❒ American Express 

 Name (as on card)  Credit Card No.   

 Exp. Date (mm/yy)  Signature 

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture, 446 West Circle Dr., Room 160, East Lansing, MI 48824

MICS 2751

Julie A. Chapin
By:  Jeff and Nancy Dwyer
Judith A. Ellsworth
By:  John Ellsworth
Betty Flath
By:  Thomas and Beverly Betz
Jacob A. Gudakunst
By:  Shawn Olds

tribute gifts | in honor of
Gifts received Apr. 1 to Oct. 27, 2021 in tribute to:

Memorial gifts make lasting tribute to the 
memory of family members and friends. Tribute 
gifts recognize the contributions and talents of 
living persons or celebrate a special occasion. 

To make a memorial or tribute gift today, 
complete the form below or donate 
online now at https://mi4hfdtn.org!
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OUTRIGHT GIFTS
Cash donations can be made:
• As pledge payments – a promise to make annual or 

bi-annual payments of a certain amount for up to 5 years.
• As monthly gifts through an automatic electronic 

funds transfer of money from the donor’s bank 
account to the foundation’s bank account.

• Payments can be by cash, check or credit/debit 
card. Credit/debit card donations can be made 
online at mi4hfdtn.org.

• As gifts of securities and stock. Contact the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation for gift instructions.

•  The IRA Charitable Rollover allows traditional or 
Roth IRA owners – aged 70½ years or older – to make 
an annual tax-free distribution from an IRA directly to a 
charity such as the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

In-kind gifts, including certain gifts of valuable 
property or assets such as residences, farmland, 
equipment and agricultural products (e.g., grain), can 
also provide immediate support for 4-H.

PLANNED GIFTS
Estate and other planned gifts are future gifts to support 
4-H. Types of planned/deferred gifts include:
• Bequests/estate gifts. Donors may bequeath 

a specific amount, a percentage of an estate or a 
residual after other distributions are fulfilled.

• Life insurance policies or retirement funds.
• Testamentary charitable 

remainder trusts.
• Charitable remainder 

unitrusts.
• Charitable gift annuities.
• Life estate contracts.
• Charitable lead trusts.

TAX INCENTIVES FOR 2021
• The CARES Act has been extended through 2021. 

This provided an expanion of the universal charitable 
deduction for cash gifts allowing taxpayers who take the 
standard deduction to take a charitable deduction of up 
to $300 for single filers and $600 for those filing jointly. 

• For those who do itemize their deductions, this extends 
the cap on cash contributions to qualified charities (such 
as the Michigan 4-H Foundation) from 60% to 100% of 
your adjusted gross income for the 2021 calendar year. 

For more information about gift options to 
support 4-H, contact Carrie Horstman by e-mail 
at greenca5@msu.edu.

MICHIGAN 4-H

ways to support michigan 4-H!

Horstman assumes 4-H 
development responsibilities
Carrie Horstman has assumed the 4-H 
development officer role in addition to 
continuing as assistant director of 
development with the MSU College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, a role 
she has held since 2018. A 4-H alumna from Clinton County, 
Horstman is excited to work with others who share her passion for 
4-H and youth development. Horstman is responsible for donor 
relations and special and major fund development on behalf of 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation and MSU. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in organizational communication from MSU and is pursuing 
a master’s degree in strategic communications. She can be reached 
by email at greenca5@msu.edu or by phone at 517-353-7075.

Support 4-H while  
you shop online at 

Amazon, Shop 4-H and 
other online retailers! 

Learn more:
mi4hfdtn.org/shop4h

As she reviewed the Barry County Fair numbers, Pennington 
agreed with Morgan’s assessment.

“Our sales totaled more with less animals than in 2019. From my 
perspective this speaks volumes about the community support for 4-H.”

But for 4-H’ers, the fair is not all about the money they earn at 
the sale or the prizes they win. It’s about lessons learned, memories 
made and lifelong friendships developed.

“4-H by far has the best people inside and out,” said Kylie 
Ossege, an Oakland County 4-H’er who was interviewed by the 
Oxford Leader. “Almost every single person I’ve met through 4-H is 
kind and supportive. In this community, it’s not about winning, it’s 
about growing alongside some of the best people you can meet.”

As the fair seasons wraps up, MSU Extension is grateful to fair 
partners for all their hard work in making 2021 fairs happen and 
for their long-standing partnership with the organization.

“After the last 18 months, it’s been so great to see youth 
showcasing their projects and reaping the rewards of their hard 
work with their friends, family and club leaders cheering them 
on,” commented DeDecker, the state 4-H leader. “We appreciate 
the continued support and collaboration of our fair partners who 
help to make these amazing experiences possible for 4-H youth.”

fairs and 4-H
Continued from page 6

SAVE THE DATE: NOV. 30
4-H Giving Tuesday
Help raise $5,000 to grow 4-H county 
endowments in a 24-hour period.

LEARN MORE: mi4hfdtn.org/giving-tuesday

Carrie Horstman
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Amid a global pandemic, Dr. Teena Chopra, a Wayne 
County Michigan 4-H volunteer, and her daughter 
Simran, a 4-H member, dive headfirst into 4-H.

In 2019, Teena Chopra, M.D., M.P.H., enrolled her 
daughter Simran as a Cloverbud member of Michigan 4-H in 
Wayne County. An initiative of MSU Extension, Michigan 4-H 

is the state’s largest youth development program and Cloverbuds 
are it’s youngest members: youth ages 5-7. Cloverbuds engage 
in many of the same programs as older 4-H’ers but focus on 
participation and learning outside of a competitive environment. 
After a year of being involved, Teena and Simran were having so 
much fun that Teena decided to become a 4-H volunteer.

“I have mentored many high school students from Detroit,” said 
Teena. “Working with them gave me an insight into the gaps and 
needs of this community. That's when I decided to volunteer my time.”

Teena, who is an infectious disease specialist, officially became 
a Michigan 4-H volunteer in February 2020, on the cusp of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As the pandemic ravaged the state and 
world, Teen was on the frontlines and was recently recognized by 
Crain’s Detroit Business as one of their Health Care Hero’s for 
2021. Coined the “COVID-19 Explainer-in-Chief” for her role 
as the director of infection prevention and hospital epidemiology 
at the Detroit Medical Center, the recognition applauds much of 
Teena’s hard work throughout the pandemic.

Despite her busy schedule and demanding role during a year 
of great uncertainty, neither Teena nor Simran were discouraged 
from being engaged in 4-H. Instead, they recognized that the 
tough times created a need for programming that would keep 
youth stimulated and engaged and they went above and beyond 
to fill it. Having passed down her own passion for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) and community 
service to her daughter, Teena credits much of her motivation and 
involvement in 4-H to supporting Simran’s work and interests.

“Simran loved to share her joy of reading with others and 
that's how she started getting involved in community service,” said 
Teena. “She started doing book drives and named her campaign 
Building Bridges through Books which evolved into [the creation 
of] Building Bridges through STEM.”

Building Bridges through STEM is the new virtual club launched 
by Simran and Teena. At the beginning of the pandemic, Simran 
missed seeing and interacting with her friends and peers. With 
Teena’s help as a volunteer, Simran launched the club, which 
meets every weekend and features different speakers from various 
STEM fields who share their knowledge about the field and how 
they got to where they are in their career. This popular club now 
has 30 members, some of which reside outside of Michigan. It 
has also created unique opportunities for Simran, including being 

invited to discuss the club on several episodes of the Toronto 
Student Media Network podcast.

"I feel I have inspired my club members to love STEM through 
the weekly sessions,” said Simran. “We look forward to a new 
journey into the world of STEM every week. When I surveyed my 
club members to get their feedback, 90 percent said the club 
had sparked their interest in STEM fields and more and more 
want to pursue STEM fields in the future. I envision my club to 
keep growing and building bridges amongst the youth of today."

In addition to creating a new club, Teena and Simran also circulated 
educational videos on proper hand washing and mask wearing 
techniques during the pandemic. Originally created for Simran’s 
school, the pair shared them with the 4-H community to provide simple, 
yet critical, COVID-19 tips in an easy format to consume. Teena and 
Simran’s community service efforts also include raising money and 
materials for various 4-H and school drives, donating touch-screen 
tablets to the Wayne County 4-H program, and providing healthy living 
educational materials, which is one of Simran’s 4-H project areas.

“It has been very rewarding seeing how our work has impacted 
others in the community,” said Teena. “We have gained a second 
family from 4-H, have experienced such kindness and been 
welcomed by other members, volunteers and staff.”

In Wayne County, the 4-H community is grateful for all the 
two have accomplished in such a short time and for their many 
contributions to the local program.

“I truly enjoy having Teena and Simran as part of our Wayne County 
4-H community,” said Milaina McCann, Wayne County MSU Extension 
4-H program coordinator. “You can truly see how much Teena loves 
youth voice and youth recognition. As a 4-H parent and 4-H volunteer, 
she empowers Simran and other 4-H youth to explore their interests, 
develop their ideas, and showcase their skills. Each project from STEM 
to community service has been youth selected and led. Teena and 
Simran are a great reflection of 4-H youth adult partnerships.”

With passions for STEM and community service,  
mother-daughter duo forge new 4-H club

COUNTY 4-H

Wayne County 4-H volunteer Teena Chopra (left) and her daughter, 
4-H member Simran (right).
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county 4-h

Mecosta County 4-H alumna 
Kiara Cushway was involved 
in Michigan 4-H, Michigan State 

University Extension’s youth development 
program, for 14 years. She started out as a 
member of Big Rapids Community Club and 
spent most of her 4-H career as a member of 
Grant Center Pioneers 4-H Club.

“4-H was one of the most memorable 
experiences I had growing up and played 
a large role in shaping me to become 
who I am today,” Cushway said. “The 
life lessons I learned and the skills and 
friendships I gained during 4-H, as well as 
the connections I forged with my animals, 
have meant a lot to me and have helped 
foster my passion and love for animals 
and nature.”

Cushway participated in a variety of 
4-H project areas, including turkeys, pigs, 
ducks, arts and crafts, flower arranging and 
basketry, among other things. She attended 
the Mecosta County 4-H Camp as a child, 
and was a 4-H camp counselor.

“4-H helped foster my love for learning 
and taught me many valuable skills that 
helped me succeed in school and as a 
developing member of my community,” she 
said. “4-H also provided me with mentors 
who were invested in my success and who 
believed in my abilities and were willing to 
help me grow and learn. As a young person, 
these relationships and opportunities meant 
the world to me and helped me grow into 
the person I am today.”

She continued, “When I was young, 
pledging my head to clearer thinking, 
my heart to greater loyalty, my hands to 
larger service and my health to better 
living may have just been words that were 
spoken at meetings or before shows. But 
as I have grown and developed, they have 
become a mantra that I strive to live by. 
The meaning behind these words and the 
actions required by them encourage me 
to use the lessons I have learned in 4-H 
to work towards making the world a better 
place in whatever ways I can.”

After graduating from Big Rapids High 
School, Cushway received the 2017 

Mecosta County 4-H Scholarship from 
the Mecosta County Fair Board that she 
applied towards her post-secondary 
education at Central Michigan University 
(CMU). During her undergraduate years, 
she had the opportunity to study abroad 
and complete a variety of research 
projects. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology in spring 2021.

Ever grateful for the foundation the 
4-H program provided her and for the 
financial support of the scholarship, 
Cushway sent a follow-up letter thanking 
the Mecosta County 4-H community after 
her graduation.

“I am very thankful for the support of 
Mecosta County 4-H and its investment in 
my future,” wrote Cushway. “I would not 
have had the flexibility and opportunity I 
did without the support I had from groups 
like yours. I am also very thankful for the 
experiences, lessons learned, friends made 
and skills that I acquired during my 4-H 
years participating in the Mecosta County 
4-H program. The memories I have from 
4-H are some of the best I have, and 4-H 
was an integral part of the foundation of 
my educational and life success!”

Cushway also shared some of the 
highlights of her college experience at 
CMU. This included a faculty-led study 
abroad in New Zealand and a semester 
abroad in Ecuador and the Galapagos 
Islands where she studied tropical ecology 
in the rainforests of the Amazon, island 
biogeography in the famed Galapagos 
Archipelago and marine ecology in the 
Pacific Ocean. Cushway was also engaged 
in a CMU research lab that was focused 
on native freshwater mussels. Through the 
lab, Cushway conducted her own research 
in Michigan rivers, presented at local, state 
and national and international conferences, 
and submitted her work for publication. 
Cushway’s prestigious efforts at CMU were 
honored with the 2021 CMU Provost’s 
Award, a group of awards given to only 10 
outstanding undergraduate students.

With her undergraduate work complete, 
Cushway plans to continue her education 

at Texas State University where she 
has obtained a fully funded graduate 
assistantship and she will pursue a master’s 
degree in aquatic resources. Cushway 
credits 4-H for helping to shape both her 
educational and career choices.

“When I graduated high school, I was 
unsure about what I might want to pursue, 
but because of 4-H, I knew that I loved 
working with nature and animals. When I 
found the biology program and the scientific 
research that I eventually became involved in, 
it felt natural to fall into a path that involved 
animals and conservation. My experiences 
with 4-H left me very well prepared for 
both working with and caring for animals 
in a research setting and designing and 
conducting scientific research. The love that 
I have for animals and science that 4-H 
fostered within me became one of the driving 
forces behind my post-secondary education, 
and the feeling of being a part of something 
bigger and better than yourself that came with 
being a part of 4-H is something I strive for as 
a student and a future career professional.”

Beyond helping set her down her current 
path in life, Cushway also thanks 4-H for 
helping to develop life skills that benefit her 
personally and professionally.

4-H spurs love of learning and future in academia

Mecosta County 4-H alumna Kiara Cushway 
was involved in 4-H for 14 years. A 2021 
Central Michigan University graduate, 
Cushway plans to continue her education 
at Texas State University in a fully funded 
graduate assistantship and will pursue a 
master’s degree in aquatic resources. 

“The life lessons that I gained through 
4-H have been both multitudinous and 
indispensable. Caring for my animal projects 
taught me responsibility and dependability 
and helped me develop a strong work ethic. 
Completing record books for my market 
animals taught me how to conduct basic 
research and balance and calculate budgets. 
Working with other 4-H members and clubs 
taught me collaboration and how to be an 
effective member of a team. Working with 
animals also taught me that practice, patience 
and preparedness can take you far in life, but 
that it is also important to be willing to be 
flexible and adapt to situations when things 
don’t go as planned.”

When asked one of her most memorable 
4-H experiences, Cushway recalled one of her 
first times showing chickens, at 5 or 6 years 
old as a Cloverbud, a 4-H program for 5- to 
7-year-olds. She was very shy and terrified to 
participate in showmanship. Her parents and 
sisters had practiced with her to prepare, and 
she knew exactly what to do, but froze in front 
of the judge.

“I probably would have quit then and there,” 
she said. “But, an older girl came up and 
helped me walk through the showmanship. 
Her encouragement gave me the confidence 
to finish the show, and her willingness to help 
a little kid she didn’t even know has stuck with 
me, and I think this really embodies what it 
means to be a 4-H’er.”

Cushway highly recommends 4-H to 
everyone, she says. “The life lessons I learned 
and the friendships and skills I developed 
during my years in 4-H are invaluable to me 
and have helped me in almost every aspect 
of my life. The memories I have of 4-H will 
always be dear to me, and the experiences, 
connections and opportunities that I had are 
something that I hope all children could have 
access to during their formative years and as 
they are growing to become a part of our local 
and global communities.”
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2021-22 4-H MINI GRANT RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED

Each year, the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees approves the 
distribution of competitive grant funds to encourage development of innovative 
4-H opportunities in local communities. For the 2021-22 program year, 4-H mini 

grants were awarded in the following grant categories.
Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants, funded by the Michigan 4-H Legacy Fund Endowment, 

encourage creativity and support the implementation of great ideas that promote positive 
youth development in communities. Four $1,000 mini grants were awarded to: the 
Empowered Kids Day Camp in Muskegon and Newaygo counties, the Lake County 4-H 
Embryology In-School Program, the Lake County Adventurous Minds 4-H SPIN Club 
Afterschool Program, and the Schoolcraft County Mindfulness in Manistique.

4-H Educational Garden Grants were funded by the Albert A. Albright Endowment 
for 4-H Plant Science and Gardening Education. Two $1,000 grants were awarded to 
Wayne County Detroit International Academy 4-H Club and Presque Isle County Seeds 
of the Future 4-H Garden Club.

The Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant is funded by the William J. and 
Ruth D. Collins Endowment Fund to advance local 4-H club work in plant science and 
horticulture activities. A $500 grant was awarded to Maples Elementary Bulb Explosion 
in Wayne County. 

4-H On-Target Grants were funded by the Thomas H. Cobb Shooting Sports Fund to 
help enhance county 4-H shooting sports programs. Grants of $500 each were awarded 
to the Manistee County Shooting Sports Program supporting youth in both Manistee 
and Benzie counties and the Schoolcraft County Archery Program. Also receiving grants 
through other funds supporting 4-H Shooting Sports are: Detroit Arsenal Youth Archery 
Program of Macomb County, Lake County 4-H Archery SPIN Club Program, and the 
Lenawee County 4-H Archery Program.

Michigan 4-H Youth Development 
professionals often host a 
number of statewide skill-building 

workshops and events to teach methods, share 
new ideas, and offer learning opportunities to 
4-H youth and volunteers. 

His tor ica l l y,  the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation has provided funding for these 
4-H experiences, greatly reducing the cost 
for 4-H youth, volunteers and staff to attend 
these events. This discount (previously 
referred to as subsidy) is provided by 
generous gifts from donors, endowment 
fund earnings and general fund support 
from the Michigan 4-H Foundation to the 
4-H Volunteer Training Workshop Fund.

With the closing of Kettunen Center, as 
well as programmatic changes due to the 
pandemic and other changes over time, 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation assigned a 
sub-committee made of board and 4-H 
staff members to review the 4-H Volunteer 

Training Workshop Fund. After review of the 
sub-committee recommendations, the board 
voted to rename the 4-H Volunteer Training 
Workshop Fund to the 4-H Statewide Learning 
Experiences Fund and to implement a new 
process for 4-H program staff and/or event 
coordinators to apply for support from this 
fund on an annual basis.

“This name change better describes the 
types of programs the fund may support 
moving forward, not limiting support to only 
4-H workshops and volunteer training, but 
still maintaining the original donor intent of 
these funds, which is to support 4-H learning 
experiences for 4-H youth and volunteers,” 
said Jennifer Kiel, Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Program Committee chair.

A sub-committee assigned by the 
foundation’s Program Committee reviewed 
the applications and approved the following 
statewide 4-H learning experiences to receive 
funding for fiscal year 2021-2022:

• 4-H Exploration Days
• 4-H Virtual Cloverbud SPIN Clubs
• 4-H Winterfest
• Backyard Bees
• Michigan 4-H Environmental and 

Outdoor Education Certification
• Month of the Military Child Goose 

Chase and Virtual Showcase
• Northern Michigan 4-H Rabbit and 

Poultry Palooza
• Wizarding World of 4-H 3.0 Book Club

In addition, statewide skill-building 4-H 
workshops will continue to receive funding 
as designated by their respective sponsors.

awards & grants

4-H foundation grants to advance 4-H LEARNING stateWIDE

Annual support for 4-H learning 
experiences is provided by 
these Michigan 4-H Foundation 
endowment funds:
• Adam Family Endowment Fund
• James H. and Dorothy A. Anderson 

Fund
• Jack and Betty Barnes Tribute Fund
• Thelma and Leonard Burleigh Fund
• Thomas H. Cobb Shooting Sports Fund
• Donald J. and John H. Hawkins  

Memorial Fund
• Henning Family Fund
• Sandra Clarkson Stuckman 4-H  

Endowment Fund
• Turner-Ousterhout Memorial Fund
• Westrate Family Fund
• WNF&GA, Michigan Division Endowment
• Howard Zindel Memorial Fund

Support is also provided by individual 
donations and these 4-H learning 
experience sponsors for 2021-22:
• GreenStone Farm Credit Services
• JOANN
• National 4-H Council
• Tkachik Sisters Charitable Fund  

of the Community Foundation of 
Southeast Michigan

• Tractor Supply Company

Additional 4-H learning experience 
sponsorships are available. If you or your 
organization is interested in sponsoring 
a 4-H learning experience, visit https://
mi4hfdtn.org/statewide-4-h-learning-
experiences/ or call the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation at (517) 353-6692.
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Former state 4-h leader inducted  
into National 4-H Hall of Fame 
Sandra Clarkson Stuckman receives prestigious  
honor for lifetime of 4-H involvement.

Sandra (Sandy) Clarkson 
Stuckman,  of DeWit t ,  was 
inducted into the National 4-H Hall 

of Fame on October 12 for her lifetime 
achievements and contributions to 4-H.

“Sandra Clarkson Stuckman is among 
MSU Extension’s strongest 4-H supporters 
and we are fortunate to have her as a 
member of our 4-H community,” said Jake 
DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H. 
“Sandy’s commitment to 4-H has been a 
lifelong journey. Starting as a 4-H member 
herself as a youth, growing into a 4-H 
professional and administrator, and now 
as one of Michigan 4-H’s most significant 
donors and advocates, Sandy has forever left 
her imprint on 4-H.”

An Indiana 4-H alumnae, Sandy received 
her bachelor’s degree from Purdue University. 
She came to MSU for her master’s degree 
after working for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension for six years. She began her MSU 
career as an MSU Extension home economics 
agent, later serving as a regional Extension 
director and then state 4-H leader of 
Michigan 4-H Youth Development from 1991 
to 1998. Under her leadership, the Michigan 
4-H China Project and the 4-H Chinese Art 
Exchange were established. In 1993, she 
oversaw the official opening of the Michigan 
4-H Children’s Garden, the first garden of its 
nature in the nation on a university campus. 

During her tenure as state 4-H leader, 
Sandy also served as trustee and secretary 
of the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board 
of Trustees, a role she embraced and 
enjoyed. Sandy became a loyal 4-H donor 
with major gifts for both the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Garden and the Vision 2021 
Campaign for Kettunen Center, a capitol 
project to enhance Michigan’s 4-H youth 
development conference center. She 
became a strong partner for this campaign, 
helping to advocate support from Michigan 
Farm Bureau (MFB) and its members 
toward this campaign. 

In 1998, Sandy assumed the role of MSU 
Extension director of diversity. She helped 
build MSU Extension and 4-H’s diversity, 
equity and inclusion efforts and staff training 
to help develop an understanding and 
appreciation for diversity and multiculturalism. 
After retiring in 2002, Sandy continued 
as an MSU Extension diversity facilitator 
and remained a dedicated 4-H supporter. 
In 2014, Sandy was elected Michigan 
4-H Foundation honorary trustee for her 
continued advocacy and support for 4-H.

In 1998, Sandy created a named 4-H 
endowment with gifts made in her honor. 
She has continued to grow this perpetual 
fund over the past 20+ years which supports 
4-H leadership training sponsorships. Since 
then, Sandy and her husband, Noel, have 
remained committed to 4-H as leadership 
donors and campaign volunteers through 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation. From 2014-
2018, Sandy and Noel were members of 
the 4-H Leadership 10, providing leadership 
for the Campaign for Michigan 4-H’s Future. 
Sandy co-hosted a 4-H retiree fundraising 
event, engaging retirees in contributing 
towards a match pool for county 4-H 
endowments, becoming lead donors 
themselves. Sandy provided leadership to the 
local 4-H endowment campaign in Clinton 
County, hosting a kickoff event that led to a 
successful $50,000 local campaign. Most 
recently, the Stuckmans documented an 
estate gift to grow their 4-H endowment. 

Throughout her retirement, Sandy 
continues to volunteer her time to 4-H. She 
helps to plan, organize and purchse items 
at the Clinton County Friends of 4-H Silent 
Auction. She also served several terms on the 
planning committee for the Michigan 4-H 
Retiree Reunion, a biannual event to keep 
former Michigan 4-H staff connected to and 
advocates of the Michigan 4-H program.

For her lifetime commitment to 4-H, 
Sandy joins the ranks of other notable 
members of the 4-H community in the 

National 4-H Hall of Fame, which recognizes 
and celebrates 4-H volunteers, faculty and 
staff, pioneers, donors and others who have 
made a significant impact on 4-H at the 
local, state and/or national levels. 

“We are overjoyed for Sandy to be 
recognized at the national level for all she 
has done for 4-H, both in Michigan and 
Indiana,” remarked DeDecker. “It’s a well-
deserved honor.”

Honorees were presented with a National 
4-H Hall of Fame medallion, plaque, and 
memory book during the ceremony. The 
National 4-H Hall of Fame was established 
in 2002 as part of the Centennial Project 
of National Association of Extension 4-H 
Agents in partnership with National 4-H 
Council and National 4-H Headquarters 
at the UDSA.

Previous National 4-H Hall 
of Fame laureates from 
Michigan are:

• 2019 – L.C. Scramlin
• 2014 – Michael J. Tate
• 2012 – Melvin J. Thompson
• 2009 – Janet Blanchard
• 2006 – Ralph E. Kirch
• 2005 – Leah Ritchie
• 2004 – Arne G. Kettunen
• 2002 – Russell G. Mawby

Sandra (Sandy) Clarkson Stuckman, of 
Clinton County, was inducted into the 
National 4-H Hall of Fame Oct. 12.
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Huron County 4-H’er Addy Stuever Battel and Eaton 
County 4-H’er Jael Tombaugh rewarded for their 
selfless efforts.

To celebrate and highlight teens making an impact in 
the community, Invisalign partnered with National 4-H 
Council earlier this year to offer 30 $5,000 cash awards 

to exceptional 4-H members nationwide. Hundreds of applicants 
submitted amazing public service contributions and projects and 
this summer, two outstanding Michigan 4-H’ers were rewarded 
for their efforts with the one-time $5,000 cash prize.

“We’re so proud of these youth, both for their awards and for 
everything have done throughout their 4-H careers,” said Jake 
DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H. “They’re great examples of 
how 4-H’ers are changing their clubs, communities, country and world.”

Addy Stuever Battel
Addy Stuever Battel could hardly wait to become a Huron County 

4-H member at age five. While her uncle’s dairy farm may have 
been the impetus to join 4-H, Battel says she’s tried about every 4-H 
educational project once, and raised goats, poultry, lamb, feeder 
steers, dairy, and pigs. Add public speaking and leadership activities  
by age 12, Battel was ready to tackle a major community concern: 
the only grocery store for 20 miles closed its doors.

No grocery store in her Cass City community of 2,000 meant 
an inconvenience for some and purchasing food from the local 
dollar store for others with limited or no transportation. For Battel, 
this was unacceptable.

“We had seen a lack of protein when volunteering at a food 
pantry. Families were given a can of tuna, a jar of peanut butter, 
and a can of beans and that was supposed to be all their protein 
for three days,” says Battel. “It wasn’t the homegrown meat, fresh 
milk, and eggs that I got to eat.”

In 2014, Battel enlisted the help of 4-H friends and leaders, 
parents, and MSU Extension professionals to form Meating the 
Need for Our Village. To date, the organization has provided 
more than 11,000 pounds of meat, 3,908 gallons of milk, 680 
pounds of cheese, 620 pounds of butter, 350 pounds of produce, 
and 329 dozen eggs to supplement the food items in local food 
pantries. The project has also involved more than 500 youth in 
raising animals and sourcing donations.

Battel notes if there’s anything she and her friends know how to 
do, it’s how to raise meat. They raised chickens and pigs in their 
barns at home and at school, sought donations from the Dairy 
Farmers of America, Michigan Milk Producers Association, and 
community members, and applied for grants from the American 
Egg Board and Sodexo.

As Battel finished up her senior year of high school and prepared 
for college, she asked MSU Extension educators for help to create 

a succession plan for Meating the Need for Our Village and food 
security issues. The result was the Cass City Hunger Summit with 
an impressive list of accomplishments including:

• A youth-led garden action group created four raised garden 
beds to supply fresh produce for the local food pantry.

• A community action group investigated bringing a grocery 
store to Cass City.

• Battel and her team fulfilled IRS 501c3 requirements for 
Meating the Need for Our Village along with the creation 
of its mission, vision, by-laws, leadership, and board of 
directors.

“The 4-H program is mind-blowingly wonderful,” says Battel. 
“It doesn’t matter who you are, what you are interested in - no 
matter what you want to do, there is a place for you in 4-H. Find 
something and try it out.”

Battel plans to continue supporting youth empowerment through 
agriculture while pursuing a degree in environmental studies and 
sustainability at MSU and says the $5,000 Invisalign ChangeMakers 
award will be applied to her tuition.

“At 12 years old, society tells you there’s a lot you can’t do,” says 
Battel. “They ask children what they want to do when they grow up 
instead of what they’re excited to do now.” Battel is grateful that 4-H 
made it a priority to help youth tackle the dreams they have today.

For Battel, her skills and knowledge gained through the many 
4-H friends, adult volunteers, and MSU Extension professionals 
she met along her journey to adulthood has not only helped to 
form and shape her life, but also made a significant impact on her 
community. In 2020, Ben’s Supercenter, a family-owned grocery 
store, opened in Cass City and the community no longer needs to 
travel 20 miles to purchase food.

Two Michigan 4-H’ers win NATIONAL 4-H Invisalign ChangeMakers 
awards for outstanding community contributions

Michigan 4-H’s Invisalign ChangeMakers winners: Huron County 
4-H’er Addy Battel (left) and Eaton County 4-H’er Jael Tombaugh (right).

See 4-H Invisalign Changemakers Awards, page 15
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Jael Tombaugh
Invisalign ChangeMakers $5,000 award winner Jael Tombaugh 

joined her local Eaton County 4-H at age 10 with a borrowed 
chicken since she didn’t have an animal of her own. Her first project 
was a petting zoo, and then she started showing horses and sheep.

“I was a very shy person and I struggled with anxiety,” says 
Tombaugh. “I really didn’t like to talk to people and would sit in 
the back and watch and listen.”

But when Tombaugh discovered 4-H leadership and community 
service projects, she blossomed.

“I can now command a room and speak in front of others 
without completely freaking out,” says Tombaugh who is now 18.

When Tombaugh witnessed another 4-H member not feeling 
included because of how they identified, Tombaugh knew she had 
to do something to help this 4-H member and every 4-H member 
feel welcome and included. It was the spark of an idea that became 
the Michigan 4-H LGBTQIA+ Alliance.

“Creating this kind of group was important to make Michigan 
4-H a more welcoming, inclusive, equitable place and break 
down the perceived barriers of ‘who’ belongs in the Michigan 4-H 
program,” says Tombaugh.

The Michigan 4-H LGBTQIA+ Alliance is a youth-led initiative 
open to all Michigan youth and 4-H membership is not a  

 
 
requirement. Its main goal is to educate a team of teen leaders 
in equity and diversity leadership before opening the Alliance to 
full membership. It is also a safe place for Michigan 4-H youth 
focused on advocacy, education, and social connections at the 
local, regional and state levels.

“We currently have 16 teen leaders including myself and Maezie 
Nettleton, my 4-H partner on the project,” says Tombaugh. “Our 
whole intent is to have a group of teen leaders – something we can 
hand off to others so the Alliance can continue, grow, and develop 
for years to come.”

In addition to teen leaders, adult volunteers from organizations 
throughout Michigan have also partnered with the Alliance as 
advisors. So far, the Alliance has held four meetings with the 
teen group to create plans for opening the Alliance to group 
membership, increasing social media connections, and training 
teens in equity and diversity leadership skills.

This fall, Tombaugh will study biology with a focus on pre-
veterinary medicine at Albion College. She’ll use a portion of the 
$5,000 award toward supporting the Alliance and also for her 
education.

“I want to use the award to show others you can make a 
difference – everyone has that ability,” says Tombaugh. “The 
4-H program is a place for everyone and there is something for 
everyone in 4-H. It’s not all about animals and you’ll discover the 
best version of yourself.”

Be a 4-H super hero: Leave a legacy!
Michigan 4-H has many loyal community supporters – sup-
porters who care about the longevity and legacy, not only 
within their personal families, but within our 4-H family 
and community. Those who care deeply about 4-H can be 
a super hero by leaving a legacy through a planned gift.  

Types of planned gifts:
• Estate gift.
• Bequest.
• IRA charitable rollover.
• Stock gift.
• Testamentary charitable remainder trusts.
• Charitable remainder unitrusts.
• Charitable gift annuities.
• Life estate contracts.
• Gifts of life insurance policies or retirement funds.
• Charitable lead trusts.

Planned gift considerations:
• Planned gifts may establish a new perpetual endowment or 

fund, or grow an existing one.
• Gifts of any type may be designated to support a specific 

4-H program area, county 4-H program or the Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens. Unrestricted gifts may also be 
made to support future and emerging needs of 4-H youth 
development.

• Documented planned gift donors qualify for recognition 
in the A.G. Kettunen Society during their lifetime. 

If you are interested in exploring planned gift options in sup-
port of 4-H through the Michigan 4-H Foundation or Michi-
gan State University, please contact Carrie Horstman,  4-H 
assistant director of development by email at greenca5@
msu.edu, to verify that your gift intent can be met. Con-
sulting with personal legal counsel and/or a tax adviser for 
definitive assessment of the tax benefits of and limitations 
on planned gifts is also recommended.

4-h invisalign changemakers
Continued from page 14
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an integral member of the Volunteer Excellence 
Support Team (VEST), she helped to centralize 
the Volunteer Selection Process and launch MSU 
Extension’s Volunteer Central, an application to 
manage regular volunteer screening.

4-H State Award winners announced
On June 23, Michigan 4-H youth were honored 

for their outstanding accomplishments in leadership, 
service and life skill development. Twenty-eight 4-H 
members from 23 counties submitted applications 
to take part is this year’s program. 4-H State Awards 
were presented in 13 of the 19 available award 
categories demonstrating a diverse array of 4-H 
knowledge, skills, and experience. Read more: canr.
msu.edu/4hstateawards21.
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In the news

Sign-up for 4-H GROWN e-newsletter
MSU Extension 4-H Youth Development 
and the Michigan 4-H Foundation have 
teamed up to offer the 4-H GROWN 
e-newsletter. This quarterly newsletter is 
sent to 4-H alumni, friends and supporters 
to keep you connected with Michigan 
4-H. Vantage recipients are added to the 
4-H GROWN mailing list, but to ensure 
you receive the e-news, sign-up online at:  
bit.ly/4HGrownNews.

In the news

MSU Extension honors partners, teams 
and staff members during Fall Extension 
Conference
The 2021 MSU Extension awards were presented 
during the Fall Extension Conference held 
virtually Sept. 27-30, 2021. Award recipients 
representing 4-H included:
• Key Partner Award: Jael Tombaugh and 

Maezie Nettleton
• MSU Extension Emerging Issues/Rapid Response 

Award: MSU Extension 4-H Face-to-Face 
Taskforce

• Gordon Guyer Collaborative Programming 
Award: MSU Extension 4-H Virtual 
Showcase and Auction Taskforce

• MSU Extension Meritorious Service Awards: 
Jacob DeDecker, Laurie Rivetto, Lori 
Warchuck

• MSU Extension Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Impact Award: Melissa Elischer and 
Laurie Rivetto

Read more: https://www.canr.msu.edu/FECawards21.

Wiechel receives Distinguished Service Award
Jennifer Weichel, MSU Extension volunteer 

specialist, received the Epsilon Sigma Phi (ESP) 
Distinguished Service Award for her dedication to 
MSU Extension’s volunteer selection process. As 


