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President’s Message to the Membership 

We are pleased you have joined us for this, the 56th 
annual meeting of the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
members. 

I have now completed my first year as your president 
and am very pleased that we have been able to sustain a 
healthy base of support, and even increase the amount 
of support over what we reported last year, because 
you as our contributors stayed with us through this year 
of challenging economic times to make the important 
investments that support 4-H work for Michigan’s 
young people. 

 Recently, trustees did a quick mission-check. We went 
back to the founding minutes of this organization taken 
in those very first years of 1952 and 1953. 

 What we discovered is during that time, the founders 
were focused on creating a mechanism for individu-
als and organizations to support 4-H work for young 
people that would:

• Include a facility focused on making sure the volun-
teers who were leading 4-H clubs in communities 
were well-trained and supported in this important 
work. They also wanted the site to serve as a program-
ming site for youth to learn about the environment. 

• Foster youth exchanges – community to community; 
state to state, country to country – because they saw 
this kind of exposure very important to positive youth 
development.

• Provide learning materials and support the knowl-
edge generation needed to be sure that while 4-H 
was teaching kids new project skills, they were also 
making sure they learned the important lessons that 
would help them grow into productive and contrib-
uting adults. 

I believe this board and the 4-H volunteers and staff 
we serve continue each and every day to actualize this 
founding mission for 4-H youth development. 

Know that it just would not be possible without your 
ongoing commitment to support through the Michigan 
4-H Foundation. 

Sincerely, 

Jamey T. Fitzpatrick, President
Ingham County

MICHIGAN 4-H FOUNDATION
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
October 2, 2009 from 10 a.m. to noon 

Welcome and Introductions – President Jamey T. Fitzpatrick

American and 4-H Pledges – Trustee Elaine Bristol 

President’s Address – Jamey T. Fitzpatrick
“Now More Than Ever, Mission-Focused Philanthropy will 
be the key to 4-H’s Success in the Future” 

Michigan 4-H Youth Development: Preparing Michigan’s 
Youth for these Ever-Changing Times – Trustee Cheri Booth, 
MSU Extension Assistant Director and State Leader for 
Children, Youth, Families and Communities

Building Life Skills for Michigan’s Youth through Financial 
Literacy and Entrepreneurship Education – Ms. Laura Allen, 
Career Education Coordinator and Ms. Erica Tobe, MSW, 
State 4-H Program Leader 

The 2009 4-H Forever Annual Fund Drive – President 
Fitzpatrick and Executive Director Howell

Annual Business of the Membership
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Cheri Booth 
• Approval of minutes from October 3, 2008 annual meeting

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Mike McIntyre
• Financial overview 
• Introduction of auditors and presentation of The Michigan 

4-H Foundation 2008-09 Audit – Mr. Jeff Irwin, President, 
McCartney & Company, P.C.

Nominating Committee Report – Trustee Smallwood Holoman, 
Jr., Nominating Committee Chair  
• Motion to change Articles of Incorporation of the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation
• Trustee Elections

Executive Director Remarks – Cheryl D. Howell and 
Don Jost, Executive Director Emeritus
• Trustee Recognition: Honoring the service of Elaine 

Bristol,  Tom Cobb, Victor Fulgoni and George House

Presidential Recognition – President Jamey T. Fitzpatrick 
• Trustee Emeritus Recognition: Honoring the distinguished 

service of Retired Trustee Faye Adam  

Remarks from the Membership 

Closing Remarks – President Jamey T. Fitzpatrick 

Trustees and special guests proceed to Clover Citation  
Luncheon in Red Cedar A and B
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2008-09 SUPPORT FOR MICHIGAN 4-H
In 2008-09, the Michigan 4-H Foundation provided 

support for state and county 4-H youth development pro-
grams totaling $667,724 including $552,277 for statewide 
4-H programs and $115,447 for county 4-H programs. 
The foundation was able to provide this support despite 
not being able to make grants from endowed funds in this 
fiscal year. The foundation, with donor support, was also 
able to provide college scholarships this past year totaling 
$15,014 to support 4-H youth in higher or continuing 
education pursuits. 

The board granted $54,234 for 4-H adult and older 
teen volunteer training scholarships, for training events 
that mostly take place at Kettunen Center, the foundation’s 
facility in Tustin, Mich. Operations of Kettunen Center 
represent the foundation’s most significant annual program 
expense totaling $1,405,914. Revenues over expense from 
Kettunen Center operations also support, along with gifts 
and grants, volunteer training scholarships. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation now has 53 endowment 
funds (20 county and 33 state) valued at $2,863,317. We 
added one new county-endowed fund this past year created 
by 4-H volunteers and families in Houghton-Keweenaw to 
support their programs for the future. 

With this past years severe market depreciation, the 
foundation has once again suspended grant-making from 
endowed funds for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. 

Kettunen Center 
 Kettunen Center, the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 

leadership training facility, generated $1.24 million in 
revenue for FY2008-09. The center served as host to 
10,463 conference and workshop attendees this past year, 
including 2,386 youth and adults involved in 4-H specific 
programs and 8,077 participants served by other non-profit 
and government users of the facility. 

With support from the Yoplait-Colombo Division of 
Reed City and the General Mills Foundation, Kettunen 
Center was able to provide affordable health and fitness 
programming for children and families in nearby communi-
ties. These activities included camping experiences and a 
series of community-focused events designed to promote 
healthy living. 

This past year Kettunen Center also celebrated its 20th 
year of environmental and outdoor education programming. 
The “Family Fun Day” events at Kettunen Center were 
offered in winter, spring and fall seasons for the first time this 
year. They featured the first annual Family Birding Festival 
event held with the help of the local Pine River Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. The event engaged area youth 
and adults for outdoor hiking and science activities such as 
bird watching skills, tips for feeding birds and how to take 
good photographs for first time and experienced birders. 

The 4-H TRACKERS program provided day field trip 
and overnight camp opportunities for more than 1000 
K-6th grade youth from Michigan schools. Correlating 
4-H TRACKERS learning this year with the new Michigan 
Grade Level Content Expectations for Science introduced 
several new hands-on science activities for bird ecology 
including chicken egg study, comparing birds nest con-
struction, and bird anatomy & behaviors. Outdoor hiking 
using bird field guides and binoculars were also popular 
activities for children and families during all four seasons 
of programming at Kettunen Center this year.

And of course, Kettunen Center, having always been a 
green steward in its facilities management and operations, 
was pleased to be recognized this year by Green Lodging 
Michigan program of the Michigan Department of Energy, 
Labor and Economic Growth (DELEG) as having moved up 
from Green Partner to Green Steward certification. 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
 The Michigan 4-H Foundation was able to grant 

$239,336 to support growth, maintenance and program-
ming in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens in 2008-09. 

 The gardens continue to offer a popular series of chil-
dren’s programming throughout the season, but Butterflies 
In the Garden continues to be one of the highlights of the 
year. During the exhibit from March 16 to May 9, the 
gardens hosted 119 schools, conducting 211 tours for 
5,768 tour visitors. The Butterfly exhibit also attracted an 
additional 1,822 general public visitors. The exhibit is 
presented annually in the Indoor 4-H Children’s Gardens 
located in the MSU Plant and Soil Sciences Building. 

 This also marked the first full season of programming 
for the Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard Demonstration 
Garden. This 2500-square feet addition to the outdoor 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden opened at the end of the 
2008 season, but this past year was available for school 
groups to use to model gardens they may create in their 
school learning environments. 

Also new for this year was the “Dig Into Science” 
Garden Discovery Days program which provided scholar-
ships to pre-school and Head Start programs in the Ingham, 
Clinton and Eaton county regions to visit the gardens and 
take home a learning kit for their children to continue their 
early introduction and learning around science themes and 
science inquiry. 

In addition to these programs, the garden also hosted 
eight content specific learning days, three series programs 
including Garden Writers workshop, Camp Monet, Stories 
in the Garden and Stories for Sprouts and Seedlings focused 
on storytelling for children ages 2 to 4 and provided local 
classrooms opportunities to create multi-day discovery 
field trips to the garden. 
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MICHIGAN 4-H FOUNDATION  
FINANCIAL SUMMARY IN BRIEF
For the years ended June 30, 2009 and June 30, 2008

 June 30,2008

$609,625 
 3,953,897 
 3,678,490 

 $8,242,012 

 $278,712 
 897,427 

 $1,176,139 

 $7,065,873 
$8,242,012  

 $1,228,783 
257,481 
(83,452)
466,272 

(165,390)
 $1,703,694 

 
$1,417,715 

 414,771 
255,390 

83,943 
 $2,171,819 

 $(468,125)

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Net Fixed Assets (Primarily Kettunen) 
Investments and Other Assets 
 Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities 
Long Term Liabilities 
 Total Liabilities 

Net Assets 
 Total Liabilities and Net Assets

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Kettunen Center Revenue 
Unrestricted Revenue 
 Unrestricted-Net Investment Losses 
Restricted Revenue 
 Restricted-Net Investment Losses 
 Total Revenues

EXPENSES
Kettunen Center 
4-H Programs
Administration
Fundraising 
 Total Expenses 

 Change in Net Assets
Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Total Program Support 

Total 4-H Programming Support:
$667,724

83%
State 4-H Programs

17% 
County 4-H Programs

 

FY 2008-09

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2008-09 Expenses

Total Expenses:
$2,327,462 

86%
Programs

10% Administration

4% Fundraising 
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Michigan 4-H Foundation
2008-09 Revenue

Total Revenue:
$1,449,726

June 30,2009

 $541,654
3,848,260 
2,704,481 

 $7,094,395 

$179,011 
 727,247 

 $906,258 

 $6,188,137 
$7,094,395 

 
 $1,246,890 

346,614 
(185,960)
416,410 

(374,228)
 $1,449,726 

  
$1,405,914 

 588,446 
238,459 

94,643 
 $2,327,462 

 $(877,736)
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2009 Special and Major Gifts Campaign
Goal:  $800,000

2009 Annual Fund Drive
Goal:  $110,000

The 4-H Forever Annual Fund goal is to raise $110,000 in 
unrestricted revenue for 4-H by December 31, 2009. To date, we 
have 10% of that goal. We invite members to join us in reaching 
the balance of this goal. 

Unrestricted gifts help support 30% of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation’s annual commitment to 4-H volunteer training; they 
help to support new 4-H program development and allows the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation to make investments in emerging needs 
that serve to keep 4-H viable in communities throughout the state.

This year’s special and major gift campaign goal is $800,000. To date, 
we are at 21.3% of goal or $170,121. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation has prioritized threes areas for restricted 
fund support this year:

• 4-H Volunteer Training – $100,000
• 4-H Volunteer Development – $250,000  
 (recruitment, recognition and curriculum support)
• 4-H Science, Engineering and Technology – $250,000
• 4-H Endowment Growth – $200,000 

Opportunities for endowment investments include: 
• 4-H Volunteer Recognition Endowment
• Michigan 4-H Legacy Fund 
• 4-H Founder’s Fund

Please consider making investments in these critical areas 
designed to keep 4-H relevant for both today’s and tom-
morow’s generation of young people!

20%

40%

60%

80%

10%

40%

60%

80%

21%

$800,000

20%

40%

60%

80%

10%

40%

60%

80%

21%

$110,000
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In attendance were 17 trustees, 2 former trustees, 9 members, 
1 4-H staff member and 6 foundation staff members.

President Seitz called the 55th Michigan 4-H Foundation 
annual membership meeting to order at 3:06 p.m. at Kettunen 
Center. Trustee Amanda Sollman led the group in the pledges.

In the President’s Address to the Membership, President Seitz 
shared that although Michigan 4-H is 100 years old this year, 
it doesn’t mean that 4-H is ancient. He noted that the future 
of 4-H is unlimited.

Trustees Jeremy Garrett and Amanda Sollman led the mem-
bership through a centennial look back at the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation’s impact on 4-H in Michigan.

At this time, Dr. Cheryl Booth, trustee and MSU Extension 
Associate Director and state leader for Children, Youth, 
Communities and Families, spoke about ensuring the next 
100 years of Michigan 4-H noting how philanthropy will 
be the key.

President Seitz formally opened the annual membership 
meeting and invited Secretary Booth up to present the motion 
for the approval of the 2007 annual meeting minutes. Trustee 
Tom Coon moved to approve the 2007 annual meeting 
minutes as presented. Supported by Trustee Faye Adam; 
motion carried. 

President Seitz welcomed Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Treasurer, Trustee Mike McIntyre. Treasurer McIntyre 
provided a summary report of the foundation’s 2007-08 
financial position. Total revenues were $1.7 million with 
71 percent generated from operations of Kettunen Center, 
37 percent from the support of donors, negative 13 percent 
from investment revenue and 5 percent from administrative 
fees. Expenses last year totaled about $2.2 million with about 
83 percent spent on programs, 13 percent on administration 
and 4 percent on fundraising. Revenue exceeded expenses 
by $468,125. 

For 2007-08 the foundation’s net assets totaled $7.07 million 
and total liabilities and net assets were at $8.24 million. He 
then introduced Mr. Jeff Irwin, president and independent 
auditor from McCartney and Company to present the foun-
dation’s 2007-08 audit. Mr. Irwin thanked Michigan 4-H 
Foundation and Kettunen Center staff for their assistance in 
the audit process. He reported the foundation has $8,242,012 
in total assets, noting this is a significant decline from last year 
due to market losses. He noted that expenses are fairly stable 
and the foundation reduced net assets from a year ago due to 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Annual Membership Meeting Minutes October 3, 2008

a decline in market value $64,000 was transferred from the 
general fund to the restricted fund to maintain the corpus of 
endowment (permanently restricted) funds.

President Seitz introduced Trustee Faye Adam, Nominating 
Committee chair. Trustee Adam noted that the foundation’s 
board of trustees has the capacity for 30 members and that 
we currently have 26 trustees. Trustee Adam presented two 
trustees for confirmation that the board voted to elect at 
previous business meetings in the current year. These new 
elections to the membership are: Amanda Sollman, Sanilac 
County 4-H member and MSU junior and Mark Williams, 
MCEA representative to the board and county MSU Extension 
director in Hillsdale County.

Trustee Adam presented the following current trustees being 
nominated for re-election to the board: Sheila Burkhardt, 
Michigan Milk Producers Association; Thomas Coon, 
MSU Extension director; Victor Fulgoni, Nutrition Impact; 
Smallwood Holoman, Jr., Dow Chemical Company; David 
Ramaker, Chemical Financial Corporation; and Rev. Philip 
Seitz; rector of Trinity Episcopal Church of West Branch. 
Trustee Adam stated that this completed the nominations 
from the Nominating Committee. She entertained nomina-
tions from the membership, and hearing none, proposed a 
motion to accept the slate of both new and returning trustees 
as presented to the Michigan 4-H Foundation membership. 
Trustee Doug Lewis moved to approve the 2008-11 trustee 
slate. Supported by Trustee Pam Babbitt; motion carried.

Trustee Adam presented a motion to change the founda-
tion’s Articles of Incorporation. She read the current Article 
9, Section A currently reads: The general management of 
the property and affairs of this corporation shall be in the 
board of trustees and shall be conducted in such manner 
as is provided in the by-laws adopted from time-to-time by 
the board of trustees. Persons other than the incorporators 
may become members of the corporation. The qualifications 
required for membership are as follows:
• Citizenship of the United States of America;
• Meet membership requirements as set forth in the by-laws.

Election as a trustee shall constitute election to membership 
and membership shall be terminated only upon the death, 
resignation, withdrawal or expulsion of a member.

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Trustee Adam 
moved to amend the foundation’s Articles of Incorporation, 
Article 9, Section A to read: The general management of the 
property and affairs of this corporation shall be in the board 
of trustees and shall be conducted in such manner as is pro-
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vided in the by-laws adopted from time-to-time by the board 
of trustees. Persons other than the incorporators may become 
members of the corporation. The qualifications required for 
membership as trustees are those requirements set forth in 
the bylaws. Election as a trustee shall constitute election to 
membership and membership shall be terminated only upon 
the death, resignation, withdrawal or expulsion of a member.

Trustee Doug Lewis supported the motion; motion carried.

Executive Director Cheryl Howell thanked and acknowl-
edged departing board members. She noted that as the board 
works together over the years, trustees and staff members 
develop a collegiality that becomes close to being like family. 
She honored Jeremy Garrett who served the foundation as 
trustee for three years filling one of three positions reserved 
for youth ages 16-22. Mrs. Howell then gratefully acknowl-
edged Rita Klavinski for her 6 years of service to the board 
as the MCEA representative. She then recognized Trustee 
Faye Adam who served 20 years on the foundation’s board. 
Trustee Adam served the offices of president, vice president 
and past president and also served as the nominating com-
mittee chair. Trustee Adam received a standing ovation for 
her service and dedication to the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 
Trustee Adam then made a few remarks.

Mrs. Howell thanked everyone for attending the annual 
meeting. She introduced Celestine Sullivan, the foundation’s 
new administrative secretary, and thanked foundation staff 
for their support and preparations for this event. Mrs. Howell 
thanked the board for their support and encouragement 
for the work we continue to do for youth. She then asked 
any 4-H program staff in the audience to please stand and 
be recognized; and also recognized honorary trustee and 
executive director emeritus, Don Jost, and trustee emeritus 
Jack Barnes. Mrs. Howell asked the membership to join her 
in thanking the foundation’s outgoing board president, Phil 
Seitz, for his leadership and untiring work and support over 
the past two years. 

Mr. John Grix thanked the membership for traveling to 
Kettunen Center. He noted that to his knowledge, this was 
the first annual meeting at Kettunen Center. 

With no further business, President Seitz thanked everyone 
for attending and adjourned the meeting at 4:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl N. Booth
Secretary, Michigan 4-H Foundation

Motion to Approve the Minutes: 
The Michigan 4-H Foundation membership accepts the 
minutes of the October 3, 2008 annual membership meeting 
as presented. 

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes October 3, 2008 continued
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