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About the Michigan 4-H Foundation
The Michigan 4-H Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to encouraging and supporting Michigan 4-H Youth Development to 
prepare youth from all segments of society for meaningful and productive lives. 
The Michigan 4-H Foundation seeks, manages and distributes support from 
private individuals, organizations, foundations and corporations to support the 
mission and vision of Michigan 4-H Youth Development.
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President’s Message to the Membership 

Today, we recognize and celebrate those who 
have invested in growing 4‑H “to make the 
best better.” 

On behalf of the board of trustees, I would 
like to thank you for the personal invest‑
ments each of you have made and for your 
continued support of 4‑H each and every year.

Support from donors like you is vital to 
sustain Michigan 4‑H and to help youth 
continue to explore science, learn leadership, 
citizenship and healthy lifestyles; and develop 
entrepreneurship, financial and workforce 
preparation skills. Skills to help youth succeed 
in the future.

Together, we continue to move the needle 
towards our $12.5 million goal for the 
Campaign for Michigan 4‑H’s Future. We are 
at $11.8 million or 94.5% of our goal.

We all give to Michigan 4‑H for different 
reasons. For some of us, it’s because we have 
seen the results of 4‑H firsthand. We might 
know youth who have benefitted from 4‑H – 
whether from showing livestock, creating a 
robot or learning public speaking, the list goes 
on.  For others, it may be because they are 
4‑H alumni with fond memories of the skills 
and ideals learned through 4‑H.

But I think we all have one thing in common. 
It feels good. It feels good to know that we 
are making a difference in the lives of the 
more than 209,000 young people involved in 
Michigan 4‑H.

Yours in 4‑H, 

Michigan 4-H Foundation
Annual Membership Meeting
October 5, 2018, 2:30–4 p.m. 

Welcome & Introductions  
President Douglas E. Lewis
American and 4-H Pledges   
Youth Trustees
2017-18 Year In Review  
President Douglas E. Lewis

4-H Grows College-Ready Youth
Michigan 4-H College Access Project 
Dr. Chelsea Hetherington, Michigan State University 
Extension Evaluation Specialist 
Sharing the 4-H Story 
Youth Trustees 

Annual Membership Action 
for the Michigan 4-H Foundation
Secretary’s Report 
Secretary Julie A. Chapin
• Approval of minutes from October 6, 2017 annual 

membership meeting
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Melissa Humphrey
• Financial overview
• Introduction of auditors
Presentation of the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
2017-18 Independent Audit  
Jeff Fineis, Partner, and Jamie Rabe, Senior 
Manager, Andrews Hooper Pavlik, PLC

Board Development Committee Report   
Trustee Sheila M. Burkhardt, Board Development  
Committee Chair
• Trustee Elections
• Trustee Recognition
Donor Recognition 
President Douglas E. Lewis

Remarks from the Membership

Closing Remarks  
President Douglas E. Lewis

 Douglas E. Lewis, President
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Michigan 4-H Foundation  
Financial Summary in Brief
For the years ended June 30, 2018 and June 30, 2017

June 30, 2018 June 30, 2017

ASSETS
Current Assets  $ 725,930 $1,018,819

Net Fixed Assets (Primarily Kettunen Center)  2,744,110     2,827,887  

Investments and Other Assets 8,541,969       7,512,429   

 Total Assets $12,012,009    $11,359,135    
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities $279,209    $206,000   

Long Term Liabilities 1,045,604      982,965   

 Total Liabilities  $1,324,813    $1,188,965  

Net Assets    $10,687,196    $10,170,170    

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $12,012,009 $11,359,135   
REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Kettunen Center Revenue   $1,253,202      $1,201,265   

Unrestricted 478,822   469,148   

Restricted 903,448 1,248,695  

 Total Revenues $2,635,472 $2,919,108 
EXPENSES
Kettunen Center Operations   $1,399,754     $1,334,963  

4-H Programs 405,805    403,443    

Administration 245,664  370,041 

Fundraising 67,223 128,604  

 Total Expenses $2,118,446    $2,237,051    
Change in Net Assets $517,026  $682,057 

TOTAL ASSET GROWTH
Total Liabilities & Net Assets: $12,012,009
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2017-18 NET ASSETS
Net Assets: $10.69 million
Total Assets: $12.01 million
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2016

$4.53

TOTAL ENDOWMENT GROWTH
Endowment Balance: $5,326,089
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In attendance were 14 trustees, 1 trustee emeritus, 2 
former trustees, 8 members, 3 4-H staff members, 7 
staff with foundation responsibilities and 2 representa-
tives from the audit firm.

President Doug Lewis called the 65th Michigan 4-H 
Foundation annual membership meeting to order at 
10:10 a.m. in the Lincoln Room at the Kellogg Center 
in East Lansing, Mich. The group recited the pledges. 
President Lewis then asked all those present to intro-
duce themselves.

President Lewis then presented The Year in Review 
Address for 2016-17 where he shared highlights of what 
donor support provided in the past year for Michigan 
4-H programs.

• Michigan 4-H Foundation grants for county and state 
4-H programming totaled $403,443 in 2016-17 with 
an additional $241,170 granted to match county 4-H 
endowments for total grant support for the fiscal year of 
$644,613.  
• As a result of the foundation’s county 4-H endowment 
match campaign, $925,524 has been raised to grow 
endowments for 31 county 4-H programs.  Nine of these 
campaigns have raised enough local support to qualify for 
the maximum foundation match of $50,000. 
• Kettunen Center represents a significant part of the 
foundation’s annual 4-H program support with an annual 
operating budget of $1.33 million, which brings total 4-H 
program support in 2016-17 to more than $1.98 million. 
• Kettunen Center hosted 1,320 4-H participants at twelve 
4-H events this year. Their participation was supported by 
4-H adult and older teen participant training scholarships 
that totaled $73,586 from the foundation.  
• Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens once again welcomed 
over 6,000 visitors for their Butterflies in the Garden 
exhibit. An additional 7,575 students were engaged in 
field trips immersed in hands-on learning in the gardens. 
The new family bathrooms continue to be a welcome 
addition for garden visitors. These garden programs were 
supported by $66,744 from the foundation. 
• Once again, 4-H program endowments held by the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation grew, by almost 15% in the past 
year, increasing from $4.53 million to $5.20 million.  This 
includes 91 fully funded state and county 4-H endowments 
of which 49 are for county 4-H program support.  
• Donors contributed $927,770 in new gifts and grants to 
support Michigan 4-H in this past fiscal year, an increase in 
support over last fiscal year by almost $31,085. 
• Since 2011, the Michigan 4-H Foundation has joined 

Michigan State University in a capital campaign to 
raise $12.5 million in support for Michigan 4-H’s future. 
He shared that with donor support, the foundation 
has achieved 81 percent or $10.26 million towards this 
capital campaign goal.

At this time, President Lewis introduced Dr. Jake 
DeDecker, associate state 4-H leader,  and Amanda 
Masters, assistant director of development, to share 
highlights of the campaign’s 4-H program priority areas 
and highlights of the gifts for those categories: 

• 4-H grows curiosity: 4-H science literacy.
• 4-H grows a healthier future generation: 4-H healthy 
lifestyle programs.
• 4-H grows dreams: 4-H workforce readiness and 
financial literacy programs.
• 4-H grows engaged citizens: 4-H leadership and 
civic engagement programs.
• 4-H grows compassionate and caring adult role 
models: 4-H volunteer development.

Dr. DeDecker also shared the Michigan 4-H highlight 
video with youth enrollment statistics.

President Lewis reflected that this year marked the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 65th anniversary. He noted 
that this spring, the board of trustees took action to 
further align the Michigan 4-H Foundation and its 
operations with the university. Donors should have 
received a letter of notification from myself and  
Dr. Dwyer, Director of MSU Extension.

President Lewis then opened the business meeting by 
inviting Vice President Sara Stuby, on behalf of secre-
tary Chapin to present the motion for the approval 
of the Oct. 7, 2016 annual meeting minutes. Trustee 
Holoman moved to approve the 2016 annual meeting 
minutes as presented. Supported by Trustees King and 
Hatfield; motion carried.

President Lewis then asked Treasurer Rob Johnson to 
present the financial report for fiscal year 2016-17. He 
reported that total revenues for FY2016-17 were $2.92 
million with 41 percent generated from operations 
of Kettunen Center; 31 percent from your generous 
support of 4-H; and 5 percent from administrative office 
operations. Investment gains increased assets this fiscal 
year by 23 percent. Expenses totaled $2.23 million with 
78 percent spent on program support and 22 percent 
spent on administration and fundraising. This left net 
assets at June 30, 2017 at just over $10.17 million and 
total liabilities and net assets near $11.36 million.

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes  
October 6, 2017
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At this time, Treasurer Johnson asked Mr. Jeff Fineis, 
partner, and Jamie Rabe, senior manager, with 
Andrews, Hooper, Pavlik, to present the foundation’s 
2016-17 independent audit results. Mr. Fineis noted 
that the audit has been reviewed in detail by manage-
ment and the Finance Committee. He declared a 
clean, unmodified opinion noting the 2017 financial 
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Michigan 4-H Foundation as of 
June 30, 2017, and the changes in its net assets and its 
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America.

Ms. Rabe then provided highlights of the audit, reporting 
the foundation received $233,751 in cash and cash equiva-
lents and accounts receivable were $656,679 – of which a 
large portion represents the sale of the oil and gas leases. 
She noted that investments were valued at $7.26 million. 
Current pledges receivables were $87,207. She noted that 
total assets were up from $10.6 million last year to $11.36 
this year. Total liabilities were $1.19 million. The total net 
assets of the Michigan 4-H Foundation at June 30, 2017 
were $10.17 million, up from $9.48 million a year ago. Under 
the Statement of Activities, Ms. Rabe reported that total 
revenues and support equaled $2.23 million and total 
expenses were $2.59 million, resulting in a change in net 
assets of $682,057. She indicated the notes to the financial 
statements were on page 22 of the audit which provides 
additional detail on restricted net assets and endowments. 
She also mentioned footnote #15 on page 26 describes the 
transfer of philanthropic support operations and adminis-
trative support to Michigan State University Extension. 

President Lewis then introduced Trustee Sheila 
Burkhardt, Board Development Committee chair. 
Trustee Burkhardt noted the foundation’s board of 
trustees has the capacity for 30 trustees and that we 
currently have 20 trustees which will not change with 
the proposed elections. 

Trustee Burkardt presented three trustee nominations for 
re-election to the board: Alondra Alvizo for a 1-year term, 
Sara Stuby for a 3-year term, and Robert Johnson who 
agreed to exten his term through the end of the year. 

Trustee Burkhardt stated that this completed the 
nominations from the Board Development Committee 
and then entertained nominations from the member-
ship, and hearing none, proposed a motion to accept 
the slate of trustees to be confirmed and returning 
trustees as presented to the Michigan 4-H Foundation 

membership. Trustee Kiel moved to approve the slate. 
Supported by Trustee Hatfield; motion carried.

President Lewis then thanked trustees who retired or 
will retire from the board in 2017: Smallwood Holoman, 
Jr., Harmony Nowlin, and Robert Johnson.

At this time, President Lewis, on behalf of the board of 
trustees, shared that former trustee and past treasurer 
Ronald Schoen had been elected by the board to 
join nine others as trustee emeritus. President Lewis 
presented Mr. Schoen with a certificiate recognizing 
him with this honor.

President Lewis then announced that former state 4-H 
leader and former board secretary Dr. Michael Tate had 
also been elected by the board as an honorary trustee. 
Dr. Tate was unable to join as he resides in Washington 
state.

President Lewis then thanked the entire board of trustees 
for their volunteer leadership and support. 

He also recognized the foundation’s administrative 
team for their preparations for the annual meeting: 
Kathy Kregger, Abbey Miller, Amanda Masters and Julie 
Arter; along with Chris Gentry and his staff at Kettunen 
Center and Norm Lownds and his staff at the Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens. 

President Lewis then asked for comments from the 
membership. Hearing none, he remarked that the work 
we do makes a difference in youth and there needs to 
be more 4-H’ers. It’s about a kid spending a day with a 
responsible adult all becasude of their generosity. This has 
given me a much different view of 4-H, which I am please 
to have had the opportunity to do so.

With no further business, President Lewis thanked all 
those in attendance once again for their generosity and 
continued partnership on behalf of Michigan’s young 
people. 

He adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m. and asked 
special guests to adjourn to the hallway while the 
tables were prepared for the luncheon. Those staying 
for lunch were asked to join the board for the Clover 
Citation Luncheon in the Lincoln Room of the Kellogg 
Center at 12 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

 

Dr. Julie A. Chapin 
Secretary, Michigan 4-H Foundation

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes October 6, 2017 continued
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Michigan 4-H Foundation
Campaign Progress Report
As of Aug. 31, 2018
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Priority Area Goal FY11-12* FY12-13 FY13-14 FY14-15 FY15-16 FY16-17 FY17-18 FY18-19 Total Raised % to Goal
4-H Program Impact & Reach $3.5 million
Science Literacy 2,000,000$     $156,751 $35,900 $104,809 $81,731 $30,396 $43,199 $74,028 $64,640 $591,454 30%
Healthy Lifestyles 500,000$         $75,500 $0 $25,000 $0 $41,250 $55,500 $59,000 $0 $256,250 51%
Leadership & Civic Engagement 500,000$         $215,250 $15,277 $28,384 $52,677 $43,289 $43,423 $20,841 $100 $419,243 84%
Workforce Readiness & Financial Lit. 500,000$         $23,491 $6,527 $177 $4,201 $903 $75,989 $904 $296 $112,488 22%

4-H Program TOTAL 3,500,000$     $470,992 $57,704 $158,370 $138,609 $115,839 $218,111 $154,773 $65,036 $1,379,434 39%
4-H Volunteer Development $1 million
4-H Volunteer Recognition 250,000$         $4,200 $7,000 $15,000 $0 $0 $4,200 $175 $0 $30,575 12%
4-H Volunteer Training 750,000$         $57,070 $9,646 $45,678 $12,465 $11,093 $9,712 $25,588 $7,000 $178,251 24%

4-H Volunteer Training TOTAL 1,000,000$     $61,270 $16,646 $60,678 $12,465 $11,093 $13,912 $25,763 $7,000 $208,826 21%
Facilities Improvement $4 million
Kettunen Center 3,000,000$     $21,739 $28,490 $73,902 $19,138 $68,282 $18,965 $25,033 $400 $255,949 9%
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens 1,000,000$     $175,080 $104,827 $958,500 $22,208 $17,417 $16,905 $22,478 $1,275 $1,318,690 132%

Facilities TOTAL 4,000,000$     $196,819 $133,317 $1,032,402 $41,346 $85,699 $35,870 $47,511 $1,675 $1,574,639 39%
Endowment $4 million
4-H Endowment Match 1,000,000$     $46,000 $691,200 $30,000 $9,333 $1,167 $133,602 $1,250 $0 $912,552 91%
County 4-H Endowments 1,000,000$     $20,293 $40,070 $215,083 $256,821 $216,833 $261,054 $58,418 $19,060 $1,087,632 109%
State 4-H Endowments 500,000$         $20,350 $17,892 $55,819 $54,141 $62,117 $32,035 $21,428 $1,266 $265,048 53%
Kettunen Center Endowment 500,000$         $1,540 $20 $12,000 $51,550 $20,000 $27,860 $3,050 $27,850 $143,870 29%
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens Endo 1,000,000$     $25,000 $0 $925,250 $175 $25 $0 $7,050 $0 $957,500 96%

Endowment TOTAL 4,000,000$     $113,183 $749,183 $1,238,152 $372,021 $300,142 $454,551 $91,196 $48,176 $3,366,602 84%
CAMPAIGN PRIORITY TOTAL $12,500,000 842,264$      956,850$      $2,489,601 $564,441 $512,773 $722,444 $319,243 $121,887 $6,529,502 52.2%

Other 4-H Programs (Restricted) $120,021 $153,348 $126,343 $110,742 $155,876 $156,245 $188,590 $3,590 $1,014,756
Annual Fund (Unrestricted) $243,880 $119,475 $2,077,786 $76,504 $103,816 $50,650 $72,857 $36,447 $2,781,414

Annual Fund TOTAL $363,900 $272,823 $2,204,129 $187,246 $259,692 $206,896 $261,448 $40,037 $3,796,170
CAMPAIGN CASH TOTAL 1,206,164$  1,229,672$  $4,693,730 $751,688 $772,465 $929,340 $580,691 $161,923 $10,325,672 82.6%

Planned/Deferred Gifts TOTAL $25,000 $87,000 $485,000 $200,000 $797,000
MSU Cash Gifts TOTAL $33,443 $14,254 $9,131 $11,585 $65,185 $125,540 $125,540 $384,678

MSU Planned/Deferred Gifts TOTAL $300,000 $300,000
COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN TOTAL $1,239,607 $1,243,926 $4,702,861 $788,273 $924,649 $1,539,880 $1,006,230 $361,923 $11,807,350 94.5%

* includes one gift from 6/15/11

Annual Fund

Michigan 4-H Foundation Campaign Priority Report
As of August 31, 2018

Priority Area Goal FY11-12* FY12-13 FY13-14 FY14-15 FY15-16 FY16-17 FY17-18 FY18-19 Total Raised % to Goal
4-H Program Impact & Reach $3.5 million
Science Literacy 2,000,000$     $156,751 $35,900 $104,809 $81,731 $30,396 $43,199 $74,028 $64,640 $591,454 30%
Healthy Lifestyles 500,000$         $75,500 $0 $25,000 $0 $41,250 $55,500 $59,000 $0 $256,250 51%
Leadership & Civic Engagement 500,000$         $215,250 $15,277 $28,384 $52,677 $43,289 $43,423 $20,841 $100 $419,243 84%
Workforce Readiness & Financial Lit. 500,000$         $23,491 $6,527 $177 $4,201 $903 $75,989 $904 $296 $112,488 22%
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4-H Volunteer Recognition 250,000$         $4,200 $7,000 $15,000 $0 $0 $4,200 $175 $0 $30,575 12%
4-H Volunteer Training 750,000$         $57,070 $9,646 $45,678 $12,465 $11,093 $9,712 $25,588 $7,000 $178,251 24%

4-H Volunteer Training TOTAL 1,000,000$     $61,270 $16,646 $60,678 $12,465 $11,093 $13,912 $25,763 $7,000 $208,826 21%
Facilities Improvement $4 million
Kettunen Center 3,000,000$     $21,739 $28,490 $73,902 $19,138 $68,282 $18,965 $25,033 $400 $255,949 9%
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Facilities TOTAL 4,000,000$     $196,819 $133,317 $1,032,402 $41,346 $85,699 $35,870 $47,511 $1,675 $1,574,639 39%
Endowment $4 million
4-H Endowment Match 1,000,000$     $46,000 $691,200 $30,000 $9,333 $1,167 $133,602 $1,250 $0 $912,552 91%
County 4-H Endowments 1,000,000$     $20,293 $40,070 $215,083 $256,821 $216,833 $261,054 $58,418 $19,060 $1,087,632 109%
State 4-H Endowments 500,000$         $20,350 $17,892 $55,819 $54,141 $62,117 $32,035 $21,428 $1,266 $265,048 53%
Kettunen Center Endowment 500,000$         $1,540 $20 $12,000 $51,550 $20,000 $27,860 $3,050 $27,850 $143,870 29%
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens Endo 1,000,000$     $25,000 $0 $925,250 $175 $25 $0 $7,050 $0 $957,500 96%

Endowment TOTAL 4,000,000$     $113,183 $749,183 $1,238,152 $372,021 $300,142 $454,551 $91,196 $48,176 $3,366,602 84%
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Other 4-H Programs (Restricted) $120,021 $153,348 $126,343 $110,742 $155,876 $156,245 $188,590 $3,590 $1,014,756
Annual Fund (Unrestricted) $243,880 $119,475 $2,077,786 $76,504 $103,816 $50,650 $72,857 $36,447 $2,781,414

Annual Fund TOTAL $363,900 $272,823 $2,204,129 $187,246 $259,692 $206,896 $261,448 $40,037 $3,796,170
CAMPAIGN CASH TOTAL 1,206,164$  1,229,672$  $4,693,730 $751,688 $772,465 $929,340 $580,691 $161,923 $10,325,672 82.6%

Planned/Deferred Gifts TOTAL $25,000 $87,000 $485,000 $200,000 $797,000
MSU Cash Gifts TOTAL $33,443 $14,254 $9,131 $11,585 $65,185 $125,540 $125,540 $384,678

MSU Planned/Deferred Gifts TOTAL $300,000 $300,000
COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN TOTAL $1,239,607 $1,243,926 $4,702,861 $788,273 $924,649 $1,539,880 $1,006,230 $361,923 $11,807,350 94.5%
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Michigan 4-H Foundation Campaign Priority Report
As of August 31, 2018
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2017-18 Support for Michigan 4-H
State and County 4-H Programs
Michigan 4-H Youth Development Programs received 
foundation grants this past fiscal year totaling 
$405,805, of which 77 percent or $311,978 was granted 
to support statewide programs and 23 percent or 
$93,827 was granted to support county 4-H programs. 
An additional $166,893 was granted to match county 
4-H endowments for total grant support for the fiscal 
year of $572,698. 

As a result of the foundation’s county 4-H endowment 
match campaign, $973,576 has been raised to grow 
endowments for 31 county 4-H programs. Ten of these 
campaigns have raised enough local support to qualify 
for the maximum foundation match of $50,000 and 
all 31 counties met the $10,000 endowment minimum.

The endowment portfolio at June 30 was valued at 
$5.33 million. This resulted in endowments providing 
$123,470 of the support available to fund the annual 
grant for 4-H programs.

The endowment portfolio currently includes 90 state 
and county 4-H endowment funds of which 49 are for 
county 4-H program support. 

The foundation serves as an investment manager for coun-
ties, holding 14 agency accounts for support of county 4-H 
programs and the 4-H staff association investment fund.

The Michigan 4-H Foundation also provides subsidies 
to reduce the cost for participants of 4-H volunteer and 
youth development events held at Kettunen Center. This 
past year, that support totaled $39,928, made possible 
by gifts and grants from foundation endowments, 
individual donors and corporate and organizational 
partners.

Kettunen Center 
Kettunen Center operational costs were $1.24 million for 
FY2017-18, which represent a decrease in operational 
costs over the previous fiscal year. 

The facility hosted 972 4-H participants at nine 4-H 
events this year. A total of 34 MSU Extension and MSU 
groups brought 1,808 participants to Kettunen Center 
generating about 19 percent of the conference center’s 
revenue for the year.  

Kettunen Center also annually delivers outdoor and envi-
ronmental educational programs to schools, the larger 
community and other groups that engaged 2,511 youth 
and 1,258 adults for a total reach of 3,769 participants. 

This past year the large White Pine tree near the main 
lodge had to be removed due to safety concerns. 
Additionally, 4-H Drive was chip sealed and striped.  

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens
The 2017-18 Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens season 
launched in mid-March with the Butterflies in the Garden 
exhibit. The Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden and butterflies 
exhibit was visited by school groups and general garden 
visitors from March 15 to April 30. The garden had nearly 
6,000 visitors in these six weeks. We thank MSU Federal 
Credit Union for continuing to sponsor this annual exhibit 
and the accompanying programming. 

The gardens’ Seeds of Science field trips were scheduled 
almost every day between May 1 and June 14. As part of 
this learning experience, students spend three full days 
in the 4-H Children’s Gardens where they are immersed 
in hands-on activities. 

New this year was a story walk installed in the main 4-H 
Children’s Garden in partnership with the Capital Area 
District Library. Custom story walk sign holders, were 
installed in the spring which provide information to 
incorporate storybooks with garden content.

This year marked the 25th anniversary of the 4-H 
Children’s Gardens and the MSU Horticulture Gardens. 
Several celebratory events were held: a 25th Anniversary 
Lunch, a 25th Birthday Bash and special anniversary 
emphasis at the 2018 Garden Day.

To commemorate the anniversary, garden visitors were 
invited to “be a part of the art” by contributing to a 
community mural designed by local artist, Kelly Boyle of 
Okemos. Upon completion, the mural will be displayed 
in the outdoor 4-H Children’s Garden. 

This past summer, the Monet Bridge was replaced 
and built using lumber from trees from Michigan State 
University’s campus through the MSU Shadows Program 
of the Sustainable Wood Recovery Initiative (SWRI) 
— a partnership between the Department of Forestry, 
Landscape Services, Surplus Store and the W. J. Beal 
Botanical Garden and Campus Arboretum. 

Additional projects included updates to the Storybook 
and Train gardens, the Sunflower House, a new shade 
structure for the Creation Station, and new tables and 
seats in several locations.
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