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Since 2005, Operation: Military 

Kids has served over 1,000 Michigan 

youth affected by deployment.

Operation: Military Kids (OMK) 

is an ongoing community support 

system for families, particularly 

children of parents in the National 

Guard and the Army Reserves, 

through a partnership of Army 

Child, Youth and School Services, 

National 4-H Headquarters/USDA 

and Michigan State University 

Extension 4-H Youth Development.

“OMK provides support to mili-

tary families with members who 

have been deployed and helps youth 

work through the stresses of deploy-

ment,” said B’Onko Sadler, MSU 

Extension 4-H program associate 

and OMK program coordinator. 

“Youth have fun and meet other kids 

whose parents have been deployed or 

are deployed. It provides a support 

group and network with other kids.”

Christopher Sullins, an Iraq war 

veteran, now provides emotional 

and stress support for families as a 

military and family life consultant. 

He also provides educational brief-

ings for military units or commu-

nity agencies on how deployment 

affects youth.

“OMK is a place for military kids 

to come together,” Sullins said. “It’s 

a great opportunity for military 

kids to meet other military 

kids and provides a lot of 

enrichment, learning oppor-

tunities and other activities.”

This summer, a series of 

OMK summer camp pro-

grams, called Home Front 

Heroes, were offered to 

Michigan military 

youth and siblings. The camps were 

open to youth with family members 

in any branch of the military. 

Sullins’ two daughters attended 

the Life in the Middle East MSU 

Style summer program held July 

21 at Michigan State University. 

The program was designed to give 

youth an idea of what life may be 

like for their parents deployed in the 

Middle East. Youth visited the MSU 

Planetarium to see the night sky 

as seen from the Middle East. They 

also learned about Middle Eastern 

plants and bugs at the Michigan 

4-H Children’s Gardens and MSU 

Bughouse, respectively, and tasted 

Middle Eastern cuisine for lunch.

 “My daughters got to see all 

sorts of new things,” Sullins said. 

“They learned about plants in the 

garden, learned about bugs and 

even kissed a cockroach – which 

my daughters just went nuts over! 

They also tried Middle Eastern food 

and liked it – which surprised me 

since they are very picky eaters.”

Additional OMK Home Front 

Heroes summer camps were held 

at Camp Kidwell in Allegan, Potter 

Park Zoo in Lansing and Binder 

Park Zoo in Battle Creek.

OMK was launched in 2005 and 

operates in 49 states. Other OMK 

activities include:

“OMK is a great opportunity 
for military kids to meet 
other military kids and 
provides a lot of enrichment, 
learning opportunities and 
other activities.”

—Christopher Sullins, 
Iraq war veteran and Military 

and Family Life Consultant

See Home front heroes, page 5

This summer’s OMK Home Front Heroes summer 
camp programs included Life in the Middle East 
MSU Style, July 21 at MSU. The daylong camp 

gave youth an idea of what life may be like for 
their parents deployed in the Middle East. 

Youth learned about the Middle Eastern 
stars and regional plants, cuisine 

and bugs.
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DDo you love 4-H? Facebook users 

do. More than 43,000 people are 

fans of 4-H nationally on Facebook, 

19,000 are members of the national 

4-H alumni group and nearly 1,300 

people have joined the Support 

Michigan 4-H Facebook Cause. 

Additionally, many county 4-H 

programs now have Facebook pages 

and groups to communicate locally 

with 4-H members and volunteers.

According to Facebook.com, 

Facebook is a social utility that 

helps people communicate effi-

ciently with their friends, family 

members and co-workers. 

This year 4-H supporters can 

promote and support Michigan 4-H 

in an inaugural online 

campaign in recognition 

of National 4-H Week.

The goal of the “For the 

Love of 4-H!” campaign is to raise 

$5,000 during National 4-H Week, 

Oct. 4-10, although all donations 

through Oct. 31 will count. If just 

200 people each make a donation of 

$25 or more, that goal can be met.

The fi rst $1,000 will be matched 

by an anonymous donor. This 

means that your gift has double the 

impact for Michigan youth.

To participate in the campaign, go 

online to the Support Michigan 4-H 

cause at www.facebook.com/causes. 

If you do not already have a Facebook 

account, you will need to register. 

Invite all of your Facebook 

friends to join and donate $25 to 

the Support Michigan 4-H cause. 

Pledge or create a match to donate 

if a certain number of your friends 

join or donate to the cause.

Supporters not interested in get-

ting a Facebook account may also 

donate online at www.mi4hfdtn.

org by clicking on the For the Love of 

4-H logo, or by sending a donation, 

designated to For the Love of 4-H, 

to the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 

240 Spartan Way, East Lansing, MI 

48824-6005. 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 
56th Annual Membership Meeting 
& Clover Citation Luncheon
Friday, October 2, 2009
Kellogg Center, Michigan State University
East Lansing, Mich.

Annual Membership Meeting 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Clover Citation Luncheon (by invitation only) 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

Annual Membership Meeting agenda items:
• Trustee elections.
• Audited fi nancial statement report.
• Articles of Incorporation amendment (see motion to right).
• 2009 president’s report.

Foundation members are individuals or organizations that 
donated $10 or more to the Michigan 4-H Foundation in the 
past year. Members are encouraged to attend and vote on all 
items at the meeting. Call (517) 353-6692 for more information.

Sept. 20 — Fall Family Day at Kettunen Center. This free event 
features butterfl ies, crafts, hikes and more from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Visit www.kettunencenter.org or call (231) 829-3421 for details. 
RSVP by Sept. 18.

Sept. 20 — Escanaba in da Moonlight dinner theater performance 
by the Cadillac Footliters. 4:30 p.m. at Kettunen Center. $30/adult, 
$28/senior, $20/youth 12 and under. Visit www.kettunencenter.org 
or call (231) 829-3421 for details. RSVP by Sept. 18.

Oct. 2 — Michigan 4-H Foundation annual membership meeting 
at the MSU Kellogg Center (see details above).

Oct. 31 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens close 
for the season. The outdoor gardens will open April 1, 2010. The 
indoor garden is open year round.

Dec. 31 — Gift deadline for 2009 income tax credit.

Jan. 31, 2010 — Deadline for 4-H Emerald Clover Society 
nominations. For a nomination packet, visit www.mi4hfdtn.org/
ecs or call (517) 353-6692 (see details p. 5).

Articles of Incorporation Amendment Motion
The Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees has proposed an 
amendment to the Michigan 4-H Foundation Articles of Incorporation, 
Article 9, Section A – Members of the Corporation. The amendment 
detailed below will be presented to the membership for a vote at the Oct. 
2, 2009, Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting. Changes 
to the articles of incorporation must be approved by the membership.

Article 9, Section A – Members of the Corporation currently reads:
The general management of the property and affairs of this 
Corporation shall be in the board of trustees and shall be conducted 
in such manner as is provided in the by-laws adopted from time-to-
time by the board of trustees. Persons other than the incorporators 
may become members of the corporation. The qualifi cations for 
membership are as follows:
• Citizenship of the United States of America;
• Meet membership requirements as set forth in the by-laws.

Election as a trustee shall constitute election to membership and 
membership shall be terminated only upon the death, resignation, 
withdrawal or expulsion of a member.

Article 9, Section A – Members of the Corporation proposed 
amendment:
The general management of the property and affairs of this 
Corporation shall be in the board of trustees and shall be conducted 
in such manner as is provided in the bylaws adopted from time-to-time 
by the board of trustees. Persons other than the incorporators may 
become members of the corporation. 

The qualifi cations required for membership are those requirements 
set forth in the bylaws. Election as a trustee shall constitute election to 
membership and membership shall be terminated only upon the term 
limit, resignation, expulsion or death of a member.

Facebook campaign is “For the Love of 4-H”
Inaugural online campaign launches during National 4-H Week.
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MMichigan 4-H has received a 

$50,000 grant from National 4-H 

Council, funded by the Wal-Mart 

Foundation, to provide mini-grants 

to 13 county 4-H programs for 4-H 

summer youth camps focusing on 

nutrition, physical fi tness and safety.

4-H summer camps in Benzie, 

Branch, Cass, Crawford, Dickinson, 

Gogebic, Houghton/Keweenaw, 

Mackinac, Saginaw, Sanilac, 

Schoolcraft, Washtenaw and Wayne 

counties each received a mini-

grant. 

Thirty youth ages 6 to 12 par-

ticipated in Mackinac County’s 

Summer Day Camp Program, a 

six-week, three-day-per-week pro-

gram held June 23-July 30 at the 

St. Ignace Area Schools.

“The Wal-Mart grant helped us 

make a tremendous difference in 

this year’s program -- it subsidized 

most of our expenses in implement-

ing the program and allowed us 

to keep the registration fee at an 

affordable price for area families,” 

said Joyce Belonga, Mackinac 

County MSU Extension 4-H youth 

educator.

“A typical day at the program 

included an opening activity along 

with reciting the 4-H pledge,” 

Belonga said. “The day’s lessons 

included making a craft that incor-

porated the theme for the week, 

a snack and free time along with 

physical exercise, games and one 

or two project-based activities to 

reinforce the lesson of the day.”

Once a week the group also 

went swimming and learned water 

safety skills.

Project themes included health 

and fi tness; citizenship; science and 

technology; the great outdoors; team 

building; and arts, music and drama. 

More than 100 4-H’ers attended 

Wayne County’s Summer Fun in 

4-H: Healthy Living Camp, an 

annual 4-H summer camp at the 

4-H Community Center in Detroit. 

The camp, held weekdays from July 

6 through Aug. 14, provided hands-

on activities for youth to learn 

about nutrition and healthy snacks; 

sports, exercise and physical activi-

ties; and gardening techniques.

“The program provided a safe 

place for youth to stay off the 

streets and engage in a variety of 

positive learning activities,” said 

Rukeia Draw, Wayne County MSU 

Extension 4-H youth educator.

“Many students discovered a love 

for things such as music, keyboard-

ing and martial arts that they weren’t 

aware that they had. The interest was 

so great they’ve requested to con-

tinue in these project areas during 

the after-school program.”

Each day the campers recited the 

4-H pledge, attended two classes of 

their choice and participated in sports 

and recreation. Class topics included 

boxing, martial arts, substance abuse/

gang prevention/prosocial skills with 

peer educators, conflict resolution, 

peer mediation, music, band, choir 

and poetry. Field trips, taken each 

Friday, included visiting the Chandler 

Park Aquatic Center, fi shing at Pocket 

Park at the state fairgrounds, the 

Wayne County Fair and Metro Detroit 

Youth Day at Belle Isle.

“The Wal-Mart grant provided 

funds for playground, cooking and 

sports equipment to be purchased 

and repaired as well as allowed us 

to sponsor fi eld trips,” Draw said.

Toyota 4-H20 project funded 
for second year
Michigan 4-H, one of fi ve states participating in the Toyota 
4-H20 project, received a $30,000 National 4-H Council 
grant from Toyota USA for the second year of the project. 
Toyota 4-H20 focuses on water quality, water 
conservation and watershed issues as part of the 
national 4-H science, engineering and technology (SET) 
mission mandate. 

Toyota 4-H20 involves youth from three county clusters 
in Michigan: Wayne County; Oakland and Washtenaw 
counties; and Alcona, Cheboygan and Presque Isle counties. 

The Mackinac County Summer Day Camp Program, a six-week, 
three-day-per-week program held June 23-July 30 at the St. 
Ignace Area Schools, received a Wal-Mart healthy living grant. 

Wal-Mart Foundation supports 4-H healthy living 

Thirteen Michigan counties received funds from a Wal-Mart grant 
for 4-H summer youth camps focusing on healthy living. Above, a 
Wayne County 4-H’er learns martial arts at the Summer Fun in 4-H: 
Healthy Living Camp held at the 4-H Community Center in Detroit.
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Garrett Geer, of Midland (Midland County), and Sara “Sally” Stuby, 
of Constantine (St. Joseph County), were elected to three-year 
terms on the Michigan 4-H Foundation board in May.

Geer is the state government affairs 
leader at The Dow Chemical Company, 
where he has worked since 1984. He 
is a member of the Freeland Lions 
Club and serves on the board of 
directors of the Ohio Chemistry and 
Technology Council, the Chemical 

Industry Council of Illinois and the Saginaw County 
Chamber of Commerce. Geer holds a bachelor’s degree 
in business management from Northwood University and 
is also a St. Clair County 4-H alumnus.

Stuby recently retired from MSU 
Extension after serving nine years 
as the Southwest MSU Extension 
regional director. Currently, Stuby and 
her husband, Dale Stuby, co-own and 
operate Dale Stuby Farms, a 1,000-acre 
crop farm in Constantine. Stuby holds 

a bachelor’s degree in communication arts and education 
from Michigan State University and a master’s degree in 
educational leadership from Western Michigan University. 
Stuby is a St. Joseph County 4-H alumnus, a 4-H Emerald 
Clover Society member and a long-time 4-H volunteer. 

Geer & Stuby elected to 4-H 
Foundation board of trustees

TThe Michigan 4-H Emerald 

Clover Society honors former 

Michigan 4-H members whose pro-

fessional leadership and community 

service refl ect the ultimate outcome 

of 4-H membership – extraordinary 

use of an individual’s head, heart, 

hands and health to make com-

munities, the country and the world 

better places in which to live. This 

recognition is provided by Michigan 

4-H Youth Development with support 

from the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Nominees must be living and 

have been Michigan 4-H youth 

members for three or more years. 

Selection is based on evidence of 

professional and business achieve-

ment, leadership in community 

service and philanthropy, contri-

butions to or impact on American 

society, and signifi cant leadership 

and achievement as a 4-H member. 

Emerald Clover Society members 

include former 4-H’ers whose careers 

vary from politics, teaching and farm-

ing to entrepreneurs, community 

leaders and those who have dedicated 

their lives to 4-H. Some Emerald 

Clover Society members include 

former Gov. John Engler, former 

Michigan fi rst lady Janet Blanchard, 

Mary Ellen Sheets and Fred Meijer. 

For the complete list of members, visit 

www.mi4hfdtn.org/ecs. 

Honorees receive a recogni-

tion award, an exclusive Emerald 

Clover Society membership pin and 

individual biographical recogni-

tion on the society’s Web site. Their 

names are also engraved on the 

4-H Emerald Clover Society wall at 

Kettunen Center.

Michigan 4-H Emerald Clover 

Society members are inducted every 

two years. The inaugural class of 

62 members was inducted in 2002 

in honor of the national 4-H cen-

tennial. Subsequent classes were 

inducted in 2004, 2006 and 2008 

for a total of 112 members to date. 

Nominations for  the 4-H 

Emerald Clover Society class of 

2010 are due Jan. 31, 2010.

For more information on the 

4-H Emerald Clover Society, a 

nomination packet and the society’s 

112 members, visit www.mi4hfdtn.

org/ecs or call the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation at (517) 353-6692.

4-H Emerald Clover Society seeking nominees
Nominate a Michigan 4-H alumnus for the 2010 class of the 4-H Emerald Clover Society today!

Nominations for the 4-H 
Emerald Clover Society class 
of 2010 are due Jan. 31, 2010.

Michigan National Guard Pre-

Deployment and Reintegration 

Weekends – These events, 

in partnership with the 

Michigan National Guard, support 

youth who have a parent and/or a 

sibling either returning or deploying.

Hero Packs – Youth participating 

in OMK receive a Hero Pack which 

contains fun and educational tools 

such as a disposable camera, picture 

frame, 4-H bear, story book, stationery 

and other items. A goal is to have the 

backpacks assembled and distributed 

by civilian youth through 4-H clubs 

and other community service projects. 

Each pack contains a handwritten 

letter thanking the child for his or her 

contribution to our country. 

Mobile technology labs – These 

allow youth to communicate and 

connect with their deployed parents 

by sending email or making cards.

Michigan OMK Home Front Hero 

T-shirts, water bottles and Hero Packs 

are supported by a gift to the Michigan 

4-H Foundation from the American 

Legion Auxiliary Department of 

Michigan. Suzy Knapp, American 

Legion Auxiliary of Michigan presi-

dent, identifi ed OMK as her special 

project. Over the last year, Michigan 

American Legion Post Auxiliaries 

raised over $8,500 for OMK. 

For more information about OMK, 

visit http://web1.msue.msu.edu/4h/

omk or visit OMK on Facebook.

Home front heroes
continued from cover
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T
Youth create Gardens for Wings4-H workshop sponsors 

needed for 2009-10
4-H volunteer training workshops, held 
primarily at Kettunen Center, provide teen 
and adult volunteers with professionally 
conducted training experiences. Thanks 
to the generosity of donors, 60 percent of 
the cost of 4-H workshops is covered for 
4-H teen and adult volunteers. 

Workshop sponsors are sought for 
many of the workshops below. Full 4-H 
workshop sponsorship is $5,000; partial 
sponsorship is $2,500.

Sept. 19–20 — 4-H Shooting Sports 
Archery Instructor Training*

Oct. 10 — 4-H Fall Horse Galaxy for State 
4-H Horse Planning Committees

Oct. 17–18 — 4-H Clothing & Textiles 
Volunteer Workshop

Oct. 24–25 — 4-H Crafts, Visual Arts & 
Performing Arts Volunteer Workshop

Oct. 24–25 — 4-H Proud Equestrian 
Program Instructor Update*

Nov. 6 — Natural Helpers Volunteer 
Leader Training*

Nov. 13–14 — 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Teen & 
Adult Volunteer Leader Workshop 

Nov. 21–22 — 4-H Adult Horse Volunteer 
Leaders Conference

Jan. 8–10 — 4-H Horse Show Judges & 
Managers Conference

Jan. 23–24 — 4-H Teen Citizenship, 
Leadership & Service Conference

Feb. 26–27 — 4-H Veterinary Science 
Teen & Adult Volunteer Leader Workshop

Feb. 27-28 — 4-H Beef, Sheep & Swine 
Teen & Adult Volunteer Leader Workshop

March 6–7 — 4-H Poultry Teen & Adult 
Volunteer Leader Workshop

March 19-21 — 4-H Environmental & 
Outdoor Education Volunteer Workshop

March 19–21 — 4-H Plant Science & 
Entomology Workshop

April 16–18 — Michigan 4-H Dairy 
Conference*

April 22–25 — 4-H Shooting Sports 
Trainer Workshop

April 23–25 — 4-H Shooting Sports 
Instructor Workshop

May 15–16  — 4-H Companion Animal 
Teen & Adult Volunteer Leader Workshop
*Workshop to be held at another location.

If you or your organization is interested 
in sponsoring a 4-H workshop, visit 
www.mi4hfdtn.org/workshops.html or 
call the foundation at (517) 353-6692. Twenty-fi ve local youth from the Tustin Explorers 4-H Club and several Cadillac-area 

home school families joined forces to learn about pollinators and create butterfl y habitat 
gardens at Kettunen Center and around a new city pavilion in McBain.

Twenty-fi ve youth from the Tustin Explorers 

4-H Club and several Cadillac-area home school 

families joined forces to learn about pollinators 

and create two butterfl y habitat gardens.

Laura Quist, a National Wildlife Federation 

habitat steward, wanted to give back to Kettunen 

Center by implementing a project involving local 

youth. As a habitat steward, she encourages the 

development of gardens for wildlife through 

schools and other community efforts.

“Kettunen Center is a perfect place to showcase 

and model native plants and pollinators,” Quist 

said. “Kettunen Center has contact with so many 

people throughout Michigan, and hopefully when 

guests stroll through the butterfl y garden, they will 

take ideas back with them to their community.”

Quist explained that creating a garden to 

attract pollinators is important because one out 

of every three bites of food that humans consume 

is the result of pollinators. Pollinators include 

bees, butterfl ies, moths, ants, beetles and hum-

ming birds. Examples of food crops that require 

pollinators are apples, blueberries, sugar cane 

and sugar beets.

“Many plants would not produce fruit with-

out bees and other pollinators,” Quist said.

Youth in the Gardens for Wings project 

planned a butterfl y garden at Kettunen Center 

and another around a new city pavilion in 

McBain. Activities included a presentation and 

game teaching why improving habitat for pol-

linators is necessary and important, presented by 

Quist. The youth then presented their butterfl y 

garden project idea to the McBain city council.

Over the summer, the youth planted the 

garden at Kettunen Center and learned about 

native wildfl owers and preferred plants as host 

plants and nectar plants. They will plant the 

garden in McBain this fall.

“The gardens are showcasing Michigan’s 

natural heritage by providing nectar to native 

animals and plants,” Quist said.

The garden at Kettunen Center includes 

decorative pavers using cement and stained 

glass pieces. Jenny Gray, Wexford County MSU 

Extension master gardener, assisted the youth in 

planting the garden.

“The kids had a good time arranging the 

plants in their garden while learning about 

fl ower colors, height and the need for shade or 

sun exposure,” Gray said. 

The Gardens for Wings project is made possible 

by a grant from the American Forest Foundation’s 

Project Learning Tree Green Works! program. 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an environmental 

education program for educators and their stu-

dents in grades pre-K through 12. Green Works! is 

its service-learning, community action program.
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Albright and several volunteers 

including retired art teachers Pat 

Rist and Barbara and Joe Skwara, 

each taught art lessons and helped 

facilitate the camp.

“It’s amazing the variety of 

volunteers Jessica has to do a variety 

of painting, sculpting and other 

techniques,” Nelson said. “Several 

volunteers are retired art teachers. 

They are very good with the kids 

and Jessica is great with the kids!”

During her career, Nelson worked 

as an Extension specialist in the 

MSU Family and Child Ecology 

Department. She spent 17 years in 

Latin America working in food and 

agriculture. She also taught both 

undergraduate and graduate courses 

at MSU. Currently, she serves as secre-

tary of the Faculty Emeriti Association 

(FEA) steering committee and edits 

books and papers for MSU faculty 

members and students.

The Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Gardens educational programs 

were also funded by a grant from 

the Greater Lansing Arts Council 

and additional donors to the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

LLinda Nelson is an aspiring 

artist and has been painting with 

watercolors since she retired from 

Michigan State University in 1994. 

Since then she has also been 

a supporter of the Michigan 4-H 

Children’s Gardens. She has spon-

sored several bricks and last year 

sponsored the Always a Child 

Garden in the indoor garden. 

In 2009, Nelson chose to sup-

port the Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Gardens educational programs.

“I like the garden activities 

where kids do things rather than 

just look,” Nelson said.

Nelson didn’t only donate her 

resources to this summer’s programs 

in the Michigan 4-H Children’s 

Garden – she also volunteered her 

time at Camp Monet, a day camp 

for young artists to use the outdoor 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden to 

inspire art projects.

“When I donated to the educa-

tional programs and saw this on 

the program calendar, I asked how 

I could get involved,” Nelson said.

Fourteen youth age 7 and up 

participated in this summer’s 

Camp Monet Aug. 3-5. The youth 

learned about drawing, shapes, 

shading, mixing colors and sculpt-

ing. Lessons also featured artists 

Claude Monet, Henri Matisse and 

Georgia O’Keefe. 

Campers decorated and personal-

ized bags for their items during camp. 

Other activities included fi nding and 

sketching shapes in the garden, paint-

ing flowers using Monet’s impres-

sionist technique, painting ceiling 

tiles and creating relief foil sculptures.

“They’ve done some beautiful 

jobs decorating their bags,” Nelson 

said. “It’s interesting to watch the 

kids make friendships and to see 

who goes off to what spot in the 

garden to paint.”

Nelson provided youth partici-

pants with ideas for inspiration and 

creating projects.

“Linda was a great addition to 

the camp this year – she donated 

not only her time and resources 

but also her experiences, which 

was a huge help when working with 

our young artists,” said Michigan 

4-H Children’s Gardens education 

coordinator Jessica Albright.

Linda Nelson (left) and Jessica Albright (second left) review a 
camper’s fl ower painting during Camp Monet at the Michigan 
4-H Children’s Gardens.

IRA charitable rollovers
Remember that for the 2009 tax year, 
qualifying donors can make tax-free 
IRA distributions through a special 
gift to Michigan 4-H through Dec. 31.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008, available through 2009, 
allows donors aged 70½ or older to 
donate up to $100,000 to charity by 
transferring an amount directly from an 
IRA to that charity and thereby reducing 
taxable income for the current tax year. 

How, why and key notes: 
•Instruct your IRA custodian to 
distribute a gift amount directly to the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation. The entire 
gift amount qualifi es as a charitable 
distribution.
•The gift amount is not included 
in your personal income for federal 
taxes. 
•The gift amount can count toward 
required minimum IRA distribution 
for the tax year. 
•Distribution cannot be considered 
an income tax charitable deduction. 
The gift is considered a tax-free gift 
because the donor doesn’t pay taxes 
on the distribution if it’s made directly 
to a charity. 
•Distributions can be made only 
from traditional Individual Retirement 
Accounts or Roth IRAs. Typically, 
403(b), 401(k), pension and other 
retirement plans are ineligible for the 
tax-free distribution. 

Remember this ends Dec. 31, 2009! 
For more details, call (517) 353-6692.

Fourteen youth age 7 and up participated in Camp Monet, a day 
camp for young artists in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

Garden supporter donates and volunteers at Camp Monet
“It’s interesting to watch the 
kids make friendships and 
to see who goes off to what 
spot in the garden to paint.”
— Linda Nelson, Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens supporter 

and Camp Monet volunteer
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state of Michigan (MICS 2751). A report 
containing percentages of charitable 
contributions expended on program 
administration and fundraising is avail-
able by request.
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Thanks to our Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club 
is an annual giving program 
recognizing corporate and 
business gifts over $1,000. 

Between Apr. 1 and Aug. 18, 
2009 corporate gifts were 
received from:

• American Legion Auxiliary Dept. 
of Michigan

• Arts Council of Greater Grand 
Rapids, Inc.

•  Arts Council of Greater Lansing
• GreenStone Farm Credit 

Services
•  Michigan Herb Associates
•  Michigan Holstein Association
•  Monroe County Farm Bureau
• Monsanto
• Toyota USA
•  UAW International Union 

National Cap Dept. 
• Wal-Mart Foundation

Blanchard inducted into 
National 4-H Hall of Fame

Ingham County 4-H alumna

Janet A. Blanchard will be inducted 

into the National 4-H Hall of Fame 

this October at the National 4-H 

Conference Center in Chevy Chase, Md. 

Blanchard is Michigan’s former fi rst 

lady and a 4-H Emerald Clover Society 

member, and served as a Michigan 4-H 

Foundation trustee from 1989 to 1998.

Trustee Coon elected to 
MSUFCU board

Thomas G. Coon was elected 

to the MSU Federal Credit Union 

Board of Trustees Apr. 29. Coon 

is director of MSU Extension and 

has served as a Michigan 4-H 

Foundation trustee since 2005.

Five counties receive J.C. 
Penney Afterschool grants

4-H programs in Dickinson, 

Houghton-Keweenaw, Mecosta, 

Midland and Shiawassee coun-

ties each received J.C. Penney 

Afterschool Roundup Grants from 

National 4-H Council to support 

4-H after-school programs.

Kettunen Center receives 
next level of Green Lodging 
certifi cation

By implementing new environ-

mental initiatives, Kettunen Center 

has moved up from the partner level 

to steward certifi cation in the Green 

Lodging Michigan (GLM) pro-

gram of the Michigan Department 

of Energy, Labor and Economic 

Growth (DELEG). Kettunen Center 

was initally certifi ed in November 

2007, and is the first facility to 

move from partner to steward 

certifi cation. 


