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On average, students who 
participated in the 2004 
national financial literacy 
survey answered 52.3 
percent of the questions 
correctly. 

— JumpStart Coalition, 
2004 survey

4-H investment clubs to begin in Michigan
According to the JumpStart 

Coalition for Personal Financial 

Literacy, the average high school 

graduate lacks basic financial 

management skills, including the 

ability to balance a checkbook.

Officials at the JumpStart Co-

alition, a nonprofit organization 

seeking to improve the personal 

financial literacy of young adults, 

have been concerned about the 

decline (since 1997) in 12th grade 

students’ understanding of personal 

financial management.

To help counter this national 

trend, MSU Extension is partnering 

with the JumpStart Coalition, local 

schools and financial institutions to 

teach youth financial literacy.

“Youth financial literacy is a 

basic understanding of money man-

agement — for example, budgeting, 

savings, investing, credit education 

(credit cards, debt, loans, etc.) and 

setting goals for your money,” said 

Erica Tobe, MSU Extension program 

leader for youth financial literacy.

To date, MSU Extension staff 

members have worked with foster 

care programs and in 

schools helping teachers 

with high school 

financial pro-

grams. 

However, beginning this spring a 

new nationwide project, called Future 

4-H Millionaires Club, made possible 

with a grant to the Kentucky 4-H 

Foundation from the NASD (formerly 

the National Association of Securities 

Dealers, Inc.) Investor Education 

Foundation will establish a network 

of 4-H investment clubs in Kentucky, 

Michigan, Tennessee and Virginia. 

The Kentucky 4-H Foundation has 

granted $45,000 a year for two years 

for this effort in Michigan.

“The purpose of this project is to 

teach teens aged 16 to 18 and colle-

giate 4-H’ers how to invest through 

the establishment of 4-H investment 

clubs throughout the nation. They 

will be led by county 4-H or family 

and consumer sciences agents, as 

well as by professional volunteers 

from financial institutions. The 

project will develop and test the 

new Web-based leader’s guide and 

educational material for investment 

clubs in an interactive Web site to 

support experiential learn-

ing,” Tobe said.

“The two unique aspects of this 

project are that it is an educational 

program that will last beyond a 

few months, unlike most invest-

ment programs conducted in the 

classroom, and it will go beyond 

simulation game activities by actu-

ally having teens open investment 

accounts (with parental approval 

for those under age 18).”

The project will include training 

20 youth educators and volunteers 

to pilot the educational materials to 

50 high-school-aged youth at five 

county sites.

At this time, Antrim and Mar-

quette counties have expressed 

an interest in participating in the 

program.

“Living in northern Michigan, 

our kids aren’t exposed to these types 

of programs very often,” said Dee 

Miller, Antrim County MSU Exten-

sion 4-H youth educator. “It is very 

valuable for kids to learn such things 

as how the stock market works.

“Also, the program targets older 

teens, who tend to be independent 

and competitive. This program is 

something that would really attract 

them,” she said.

Youth financial literacy is a 

personal development program-

ming priority for the Campaign 

for 4-H.

A network of 4-H investment 
clubs will be established in 
a nationwide project using a 
new Web-based leader’s guide 
and educational materials for 

investment clubs to teach 
teens how to 

invest.
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JJohn H. Hawkins made a life-

long commitment to support 4-H 

in Michigan. 

He and his wife, Doris, raised 

five children: J. Robert, Margaret, 

Richard, Donald and Melissa, all 

of whom were Lenawee County 

4-H members. John was a leader 

of the Jolly Woodworkers 4-H Club 

and served on the Lenawee County 

4-H Council. 

The family also hosted several 

exchange students, including an 

International Four-H Youth Ex-

change (IFYE) student from Greece, 

and enjoys many fond memories of 

their 4-H experiences. 

In 1975, John and Doris es-

tablished the Donald J. Hawkins 

Memorial Fund, a Michigan 4-H 

Foundation endowment fund, in 

memory of their son. The fund sup-

ports 4-H teen leadership training 

and 4-H international programs.

Donald was a 4-H member for 

eight years and graduated from 

MSU in 1966 with a major in wood 

technology. He was diagnosed 

with leukemia in 1968 and died 

in 1972.

John Hawkins continued his 

dedication to 4-H throughout his 

life. Prior to his death on Aug. 28,  

2005, Hawkins selected the Michi-

gan 4-H Foundation to receive a 
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Hawkins leaves stock to 4-H

In 1975, John H. Hawkins (left) 
and his wife, Doris, established 
the Donald J. Hawkins Memorial 
Fund with the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation in memory of their 
son, Donald (right). Upon his 
death in August, John H. Hawkins 
left an additional gift of stock to 
help grow the fund.

gift of stock to grow the family en-

dowment. He knew this gift would 

ensure support for 4-H programs 

well into the future.

“Dad believed in the value of 

life skills development through 

participation in the 4-H experience 

and wanted to provide ongoing op-

portunity through gifts to the 4-H 

foundation. We share these beliefs 

and want his memorial to con-

tinue to support the foundation,” 

said Margaret Hawkins Bower and 

Richard Hawkins.

In memory of their father, 

Hawkins’ children renamed the 

endowment the Donald J. and John 

H. Hawkins Memorial Fund.

Hawkins was a 1929 Michigan 

Agricultural College (MSU) forestry 

graduate and a 1933 graduate of the 

New York State College of Forestry at 

Syracuse University. He worked for 

the Ohio Forestry Department and 

the Civilian Conservation Corp., 

both in Portsmouth, Ohio.

In 1936, he and his father opened 

the Hawkins Lumber Co., which he 

operated until 1980. Hawkins also 

served on the Addison Community 

Hospital Board, the PTA, the Addison 

Senior Center, the Lenawee Histori-

cal Society, and was a past master of 

the Masonic Lodge.

Did you know?
Stock and mutual funds 
can be donated instead of 
cash as a taxwise method 
to support 4-H. Stock 
donations not only qualify 
for tax deductions but 
also allow donors to avoid 
capital gains taxes on 
those appreciated assets. 

March 1–April 21 — “Butterflies in the Garden” on display 
in the Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden.

March 31 — Deadline for ordering an inscribed brick for 
June placement in the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
and/or Kettunen Center. A gift of $250 to the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation entitles you to make this permanent memorial 
or tribute. Inscribed brick forms are available at www.
mi4hfdtn.org/brick.html or by calling (517) 353-6692.

April 1 — The outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden 
opens for the season. The garden is open from dawn to 
dusk through Oct. 31.

October 6 — Michigan 4-H Foundation annual meeting.

Campaign for 4-H 
surpasses $9 million 
mark
As of December 31, the 
Campaign for 4 -H has  
reached $9.26 mill ion 
toward the $15 million 
goal.

The receipt of additional 
Campaign for 4-H pledges 
and some significant end-
of-the-year gif ts helped 
bring the campaign total 
over 60 percent.

E x a m p l e s  o f  r e c e n t 
campaign gif ts include 
over $68,000 in gifts and 
grants from organizations, 
$113,000 from individuals 
and $150,000 in corporate 
pledges.

O n e  s u c h  p l e d g e  i s 
an unrestricted gif t of 
$50,000 over three years. 
Unrestricted gifts such as 
this allow 4-H to remain 
open to new opportunities 
and free to address new 
challenges. 

The foundation’s unre -
stricted fund provides an 
annual grant of $85,000 to 
help fund volunteer trainings 
and support for new 4-H 
program development. 

You can help by designating 
your gifts to the area of 
greatest need for Michigan 
4-H or consider a major gift 
to establish an unrestricted 
endowment fund.

To make your unrestricted 
gift to the Campaign for 4-H 
today, visit the foundation 
online at ht tp ://www.
mi4hfdtn.org/givenow.html 
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Chemical Bank boosts unrestricted fund

4-H Foundation hosts luncheon for The Lion King 

4-H Foundation 
officers and 
trustees elected

B o a r d 

p re s iden t 

T h o m a s 

H. Cobb of 

Bloomfield 

Hi l l s  was 

elected to a second term as president 

of the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 

the annual membership meeting 

in October. This is his eighth year 

on the board. Cobb is a consultant 

and adviser to a variety of non-

profit organizations, including the 

Michigan Nature Conservancy, the 

Crystal Lake Watershed Fund, and 

the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation 

of America, Michigan chapter.

Also elected: as vice president, 

Philip A. Seitz, Hale, rector of Trinity 

Episcopal Church of Standish and 

Grace Episcopal Church of West 

Branch; treasurer, Mary E. Tatter, 

Watervliet, partner in M & J Invest-

ment Co.;  and secretary, Cheryl 

N. Booth, Ithaca, state leader for 

Michigan 4-H Youth Development. 

The immediate past president is 

Victor L. Fulgoni III, Battle Creek, 

senior vice president of Nutrition 

Impact, L.L.C.

Several trustees, including 

Fulgoni and Seitz, were also re-

elected to three-year terms: Faye A. 

Adam, of Snover; David B. Ramaker, 

Midland, president and CEO of 

Chemical Financial Corp.; and Rita 

A. Klavinski, Marshall, Calhoun 

County MSU Extension director.

Thomas H. Cobb

On Feb. 4, honorary hosts former Gov. James (left) and Janet Blanchard and 40 additional 
youth and adults gathered in the MSU Plant and Soil Sciences Conservatory for the 4-H Circle 
of Life Luncheon, a prelude to “The Lion King” musical at the Wharton Center.  Guests took 
part in a scavenger hunt in the Indoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden, a behind-the-scenes 
look at “The Lion King” and Lion King mask making.

Chemical Financial Corp., 

headquartered in Midland, has 

given a boost to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation’s unrestricted fund 

with a commitment of $50,000 over 

three years.

The Michigan 4-H Foundation 

Board of Trustees set a goal of rais-

ing $100,000 in unrestricted funds 

for fiscal year 2005-06. With the 

initial gift from Chemical Bank, 

the foundation is now at 80 percent 

of that goal. 

 “We recognize that any unre-

stricted gift provides 4-H with the 

flexibility to provide innovative 

programming and meet any unex-

pected needs that arise,” said David 

Ramaker, Chemical Financial Corp. 

president and CEO and Michigan 

4-H Foundation trustee. 

Unrestricted gifts provide sup-

port for the area of greatest need at 

any given time for Michigan 4-H. 

They support 4-H at both the county 

and state levels, paying for volunteer 

training, new technologies and 

development of new initiatives.

 “Our company operates a col-

lection of community banks in 32 

counties throughout lower Michi-

gan. We have always prided our-

selves on community involvement 

and support through both financial 

contributions and volunteer ac-

tivities. 4-H is an extremely active 

organization in all of our markets, 

providing quality programming 

and leadership to the youths in our 

communities,” he said.

“We believe that our dollars are 

best spent by reinvesting in the organi-

zations that provide a positive impact 

in our communities. 4-H provides  

a positive outlet for that impact.

“We are fortunate to have pro-

grams like 4-H, which creates 

opportunities for the leaders of 

tomorrow to experience new op-

portunities, learn and grow. To that 

end, Chemical Financial Corp. has 

supported 4-H for over 40 years and 

has no plans to end that tradition.”

“We recognize that any 
unrestricted gift provides 4-H 
with the flexibility to provide 
innovative programming 
and meet any unexpected 
needs that arise.” 

— David Ramaker,  
Chemical Financial Corp. 

president & CEO
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4-H receives MHC grant for “Telling Our Story”

The Michigan Humanities Council (MHC) granted 

$11,460 for “Telling Our Story: A Model for Youth En-

gagement and Skill Building in Community Organiza-

tions,” a new 4-H FOLKPATTERNS project. 

The grant is a result of the MHC We the People 

grant program, designed to fund projects that recognize 

significant events and themes in American history and 

culture that were grounded in Michigan. 

The “Telling Our Story” project will provide materi-

als, training and mentoring for community-based and 

youth-serving organizations to help record and tell their 

histories, strengthen youth engagement in their organi-

zations, and build youth skills in leadership, historical 

research, communication, multimedia technology and 

community service. 

Eight multigenerational and community-based 

organizations such as fraternal, ethnic, religious-based 

and youth-oriented organizations will be recruited for 

the project. The project will involve 50 youth and adults 

in a “Telling Our Story” workshop Apr. 28-29 at Ket-

tunen Center. Participants will explore and learn oral 

history research and documentary methods, and learn 

about the history of community service and service-

learning. After the workshop, participants will conduct 

interviews with members and former members of their 

respective organizations on the role of community 

service projects in the lives of individuals, as well as in 

organizations and communities. 

The project, coordinated by LuAnne Kozma, 4-H 

specialist and curator of folk arts at the MSU Museum, is 

a partnership between the MSU Museum, Michigan 4-H 

Youth Development and the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 

If your community-based organization is interested 

in participating in the “Telling Our Story” project, 

please contact LuAnne Kozma at (517) 353-5526 or  

e-mail kozma@msu.edu. 

4-H Day Camp explores the garden online and in person
Each summer, Shiawassee 

County MSU Extension partners 

with local schools to offer summer 

day camp programs to students. 

This past August, one of the day 

camps featured learning about 

plants using the Michigan 4-H 

Children’s Gardens.

“A group of 28 students and 

chaperones from the 4-H Day Camp 

Program from Bryant Elementary 

School in Owosso spent two weeks 

of the day camp program learn-

ing about plants and gardening. 

Included in this activity was a 

visit to both the Michigan 4-H 

Children’s Garden and its Web site,” 

said Joe Hammontree, Shiawassee 

County MSU Extension 4-H VISTA 

volunteer. 

Shiawassee County 4-H teen 

leaders volunteered as camp coun-

selors for the 4-H day camp pro-

grams. The teens were all trained 

as teen peer educators through the 

Try-It Program before working with 

the younger youth.

To prepare for their visit to the 

gardens, the students began in the 

computer lab at Bryant Elementary 

with the gardens’ online virtual 

tour and learning activities.

“It was nice to get up-front the 

‘here’s what you’re going to see 

and this is what you should look 

for in the gardens’,” said Jennifer 

Weichel, Shiawassee County MSU 

Extension 4-H youth educator.

The group’s field trip to the 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

took place on Aug. 3. During the 

morning, two garden tour guides 

showcased the theme gardens 

and fun things to learn about. 

After lunch, the group had to find 

various items in the garden on a 

scavenger hunt.

“They enjoyed all of the activi-

ties and experiences that the guides 

pointed out to them,” Hammontree 

said. “One such activity was finding 

a plant with the same first letter 

as their name in the ABC Garden, 

and another was seeing all of the 

ingredients growing in the Pizza 

Garden.”

The students were first to fifth 

graders. Some continued in the 

summer day camp program as a 

result of their participation in the 

4-H after-school program. Bryant 

Elementary School, along with 

three other schools, was identified 

by Neighborhoods Supporting Kids 

as schools with a high number of 

risk factors. 

“It was interesting to watch the 

kids experience, explore and get ex-

cited about learning about plants and 

starting a garden,” Weichel said. 

This is just one example of how 

the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gar-

dens can be a tool to teach youth 

about plants and science. 

The Shiawassee County 4-H Day 

Camp Program is made possible by 

a Family Safe Children’s Grant. The 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

are supported by gifts and grants to 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Youth from Shiawassee County’s 4-H Day Camp Program studied 
plant science last summer. The group topped off their learning 
experience with a trip to the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden.
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TRACKERS teaches hands-on environmental science to kids

L
M4-HYCC recognized with Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Youth Environmental Award

Last fall the Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation 

Council (M4-HYCC) was one of three recipients of the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Youth 

Environmental Award.

The M4-HYCC is a statewide 4-H club that annually 

involves 25 to 30 teens, aged 13 to 19. It was formed in 

1998 to give youth an opportunity to voice their opinions 

on current environmental issues to state legislators. 

The NRCS award recognized three of the best 4-H 

environmental stewardship and conservation programs 

nationally. The National 4-H Council is recognizing 

these exemplary 4-H programs with $7,500 each. In 

addition to national recognition and monetary sup-

port, award recipients will also conduct two additional 

workshops to disseminate program information at 

a conference at the state, regional and/or national 

level. Programs selected met the standards established 

by the National 4-H Programs of Distinction: include 

a competitive process based on scientific principles, 

have strong leadership support from staff, incorporate 

youth-adult partnerships and provide youth leadership 

opportunities.

Programs selected for the award were required to 

address one of the following issues: water resources, 

soil resources, atmospheric resources, grazing land 

and forestry, and/or wildlife habitat. The M4-HYCC has 

addressed a variety of water resource issues. 

This year’s topic was the impacts of septic systems 

on the environment. As a result of the group’s efforts, 

the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

adopted the council’s Septic Education Program To 

Instill Conservation (SEPTIC) activities into a new 

middle school water resource environmental education 

publication to be distributed to Michigan teachers.

Fifth grade students from River-

view Elementary School of Big 

Rapids spent two days at Kettunen 

Center for the 4-H TRACKERS pro-

gram last September. 

“It’s a bonding experience for the 

kids to get out of the classroom and 

explore. A lot of the students don’t get 

a chance to do this on their own,” 

said Kama Sterrett, Kettunen Center 

assistant program coordinator.

4-H TRACKERS is an envi-

ronmental science and outdoor 

education program primarily for 

elementary-aged youth with hands-

on experiential learning and a focus 

on small-group interaction. This 

Kettunen Center program began 

in 1988.

“We’ve been going there a num-

ber of years now, well over 10 years, 

maybe more than that,” said June 

O’Hara, fifth grade teacher at River-

view Elementary School. “We usually 

go in the fall and take two classes.”

 As the science teacher for both 

fifth grade classes, O’Hara works 

with Kettunen Center’s program 

staff to adapt learning activities to 

their science curriculum.

“The activities do meet some 

of the state benchmarks and stan-

dards. Plus, it gives the kids an 

outdoor experience that supports 

our curriculum,” O’Hara said.

Last fall about 50 fifth grad-

ers from Riverview Elementary 

participated in the program. Each 

year they also bring along teen 

counselors from their high school 

to help lead activities.

“We rely heavily on those teens 

to provide a fun, healthy environ-

ment. The counselors help teach 

activities,” Sterrett said.

The students learned about the 

environment through hands-on 

science investigation; communica-

tion skills by sketching something 

they saw and writing a poem about 

it; and team building activities 

using TREE (Teams Recreational 

Environmental Experience).

“A lot of the schools are starting 

to focus on the team building here 

at Kettunen Center, which is excit-

ing,” Sterrett said. “We are setting 

the stage for kids to go back into the 

classroom with a team focus.”

O’Hara’s classes have also 

learned about predator-prey  

relationships, insects and animal 

habitats at Kettunen Center.

Kettunen Center hosts about 

1,300 youth from 20 schools annu-

ally for 4-H TRACKERS programs. 

4-H TRACKERS programs are sup-

ported by gifts and grants to the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Fifth grade students from Riverview Elementary School of Big 
Rapids spent two days at Kettunen Center learning environmental 
science in the 4-H TRACKERS program last fall.

“It’s a bonding experience 
for the kids to get out of 
the classroom and explore. 
A lot of the students don’t 
get a chance to do this on 
their own.”

— Kama Sterrett,  
Kettunen Center assistant 

program coordinator
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Thanks to our Corporate 
Clover Club members!
The Corporate Clover Club 
is an annual giving program 
recognizing corporate and 
business gifts of $1,000 and 
above. 

Between Aug. 13, 2005 and 
January 31, 2006,  corporate 
gifts were received from:

• Chemical Financial Corp.
• Ken’s Feed & Livestock 

Products
• Land O’Lakes Foundation
• Lapeer County Bank & Trust Co.
• McCartney & Company, P.C.
• Michigan Standardbred 

Breeders Association
• Michigan Farm and Garden 

Foundation
• Michigan Farm Bureau & 

Affi liates

Former trustee inducted into 
CMU Journalism Hall of Fame

Former Michigan 4-H Foun-

dation trustee Alan D. Stuart of 

Farmington Hills was inducted 

into the Central Michigan Univer-

sity Journalism Hall of Fame last 

October. Stuart was a trustee from 

1983 to 2002.

Ritchie inducted into 
National 4-H Hall of Fame

Leah Cox Ritchie was inducted 

into the National 4-H Hall of Fame. 

Ritchie is a 4-H Emerald Clover 

Society member and served 4-H at 

many levels. She was a 4-H youth 

agent in Tennessee and Florida, 

Michigan state 4-H program leader, 

deputy administrator for 4-H at the 

USDA, and assistant vice provost 

and associate director for MSU 

Extension. She retired in 2000 as 

associate director emerita for MSU 

Extension Children, Youth and 

Family Programs.

4-H Staff Innovators Award 
Recipients Announced

The Denise Rae Miller Memo-

rial 4-H Staff Innovators Award 

recognizes outstanding Michigan 

4-H staff members who have created 

successful innovative 4-H programs. 

The 2006 award winners are: Christy 

Hicks of Oakland County, Sue Shenk 

of Charlevoix County, and Wanda 

Repke of Grand Traverse County. 

Winners receive $750, $750 and $300, 

respectively. The award is funded by a 

gift from the Miller family in memory 

of Denise Miller, former National 4-H 

Council communications and mar-

keting director and MSU graduate. 

4-H Day at the Breslin Center
Roughly 3,500 4-H members, 

volunteers and friends helped cheer 

the MSU women’s basketball team 

to a 73-71 victory over Rutgers 

University Jan. 7. Ingham County’s 

Haslett Adventurers 4-H Club kicked 

off the game by singing the national 

anthem and led the crowd in recit-

ing the 4-H pledge during half-time. 

The 4-H presence helped create the 

fi fth largest crowd in MSU women’s 

basketball history.




