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Logging Scenes to Rival Those of Canada Found Near 
;-'*:h 

Staff Men Visit 
Huge Pulpwood Drive 

By JOHN E. X. HUME JR. 

, Know what a cord of wood is ? It's four feet long, four 
feet high and two feet deep. It's enough wood to supply 
your fireplace all winter. It's a lot of wood. 

But about 80 miles northwest of here, jamming the 
JeSsup river from bank to bank and almost from end to end 
are 34,000cordsjpf wood moving slowly but relehtles^iiie. 

"B-great wooden serpent down the river to Indian lake 
End Up Paper 
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When the ice goes out of the 
lake, the wood will be towed in 

"huge "rafts" up the lake to Sabael. 
Frdm there it will be trucked to 
Corinth to furnish grist for the 
mouths of the International Paper 
Co.fs mills. 

This is one of the biggest logging 
operations in the northeast and its 
onty eight miles north of. Specula
tor, mountain resort known to hun
dreds of*" Schfenectadians and for
mer training headquarters for Gene 
Turiney, Max Schmaling, Max Baer 
and a number of other lesser lights 
in the fistic world. 

Center of the operation is at 
Perkins Clearing on the Speculator-
Indian lake road. Here Camp 1 is 
located and here Gazette Photogra
pher Charles B. Sellers Jr. and 3 
arrived from Speculator one after
noon last week after a bumpy ride 
through a snowstorm. 

Camp 1 is a sprawled-out group 
of * dozen or so unpainted wood 
buildings One of these was pointed 
out to us as the "office" and here 
we . met the man who directs the 
whole farflung operation, John E. 
Johnston who calls Port Leyden 
his home but has spent the past 40 
yeajrs directing lumbering opera
tions all over the northeast. 

k Tall, lean and fit as a college 
>,' athlete, Mr. Johnston at 71 can 
"' hold his own in the woods with 
• most men 35 years yojunger. His 

men sometimes call him Johnny 
(when he's not around) but every
one of them regards him with 
genuine respect. "He's a fine man 
to work for," was what we heard 
from dozens of lumberjacks. 

It was Mr. Johnston who gave 
us our flrgt glimpse into the size 
of the logging operation along the 
Jessup river. Seated around a 
stove made of an old oil drum, we 
learned that Camp 1 at Perkins 
Clearing is headquarters for some 

{._. 20-.other camps scattered through 
the woods. Some are nearby, some 
as far as 15 to 20 miles away. 

Setup of Camps 
Each camp is directed by one or 

more foremen and has its own 
bunkhouse, cookhall, office and 
other buildings. Twice a week sup
plies are sent in by tractor-drawn 

' sleds or wagons but otherwise each 
camp is self sufficient. Each camp 
has a clerk who keeps track of the 
amount of wood cut. the men's 
wages, runs the camp store, etc. 
Most of the paper work, however, 
i s done at Camp 1. Here, too, is 
the large store where International 
sells, at cost, boots, shirts, tobacco, 
socks and all the other articles 
Heeded by the lumberjacks. 

* The pulpwood cutting year, Mr. 
Johnston told me, starts about the 
15th of May. From then until the 
middle of August, the lumberjacks 
fell the spruce and balsam trees 
and skin off the bark. Each man 
or two is assigned a certain piece 
of timberland and they are paid by 
the cord—sort of a piecework ar
rangement. A good man sometimes 
makes $40 & day. 

Dragged With Horses 
After the middle of August when 

the sap has stopped running and i t 
is impossible to peel the wood, the 
men cut the wood to Id to 20-foot 
lengths and it is dragged by horses 
to the nearest "road," cut to 4-foot 
lengths and stacked. When snot? 
comes, the pulpwood is dragged 
down to the Jessup river and its 
tributaries by sled and piled by 
conveyer into huge stacks right 
over the frozen river. These stacks, 
calcd "landings," contain thousands 
of cords of wood and tower more 
than a hundred feet in the air. 

When the Ice goes out of the 
river which it did Easter Sunday 

' afternoon this year, the wood at 
the; landings is pushed into the 
river and the "drive" is on. From 

• then on It is a" question of keeping 
the, wood moving down the river 
Into Indian lake. 

It doesn't sound too complicated, 
but to get those 34,000 cords' of 
pulpwood from the forest into In
dian lake will have required a 
year's work by 400 men assisted by 
125 horses, 15 tractors and tons of 
ether types of equipment. 

Mr. Johnston Is the contractor at 
Perkins Clearing for the Interna
tional Paper Co. That is, he fur
nishes the equipment and directs 
the men. International owns the 
forest land, pays the men and fur-

— n l s h e s the food, etc, Johnston re
serves a certain commission on 
each cord of wood he delivers to 
the mills. 

The Superintendent 
{fast as Mr. Johnston has fin

ished his explanation of the bust-
nets of cutting pulpwood, the door 
opened and in came a stocky, 
blackhalred man who greeted Mr. 
Johnston and was Introduced to us 
as Clyde Kelley, \ general superin
tendent; who, when he is home, is 
a resident of S t Regis Falls. He 
wal dripping wet as the snow had 
changed to rain and he had been 
•down ths river checking on the 
progress of the drive. He didn't 
sc-sm to mind, though, as he stood 
by" thy roaring stove and talked to 
Mri Johnston. Kelley was to be our 
guide for the next two day* during 
our trip into the backwoods camps. 

|,TKelley,s a fine woodsman as 
wefi as an experienced logger," Mr. 
Jorinston told us. We found thie 
out later ourselves when Kelley, 
Sellers and I traveled 25 miles by 
t rat tor-drawn sled through the 
TOUT feet of snow still in the 
woods. 

Saved a l i t e 
IU.was later, too, that we learned 

how, the week before, Kelley had 
sa^ed a man's life. The mall had 
fallen from one of the huge pile* 
of pulpwood and tumbled into the 
tlver. Unconscious* he was being 

pt downstream, caught between 
largo pieces of wood. Risking 
own life, Kelley waded Into 
leecotd river up to hi* arm-
and, on the second attempt, 

the nan ashora. 
w* were talking, there 

came $ great x clahitaf from, a 
bufldmg next door. It was 5:*0 
pM% dinner was on the tables and 

•£, 
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we got our Introduction to how 
lumberjacks eat. 

The cookhouse, a combination of 
kitchen and dining hall held some 
40 to 50 men seated at wooden 
tables when we arrived. They bad 
just come in. Exactly 12 minutes 
later they had eaten, placed their 
tin plates, cups, knives and forks 
in the wooden sink and had left. 
During that 12 minutes they had 
consumed enormous quantities of 
beef, spaghetti, fried potatoes; soup, 
peas, homemade bread, pie. cakes, 
tea and milk. For each meal the 
lumberjack pays 50c. Each meal 
cost Internationa] 75c to provide. 

Lights Out Early 
After supper we soon learned an

other custom of the woods—lights 
out at 9 o'clock. At that, the 5:30 
rising gong came too soon. 

For breakfast we had sausage, 
bacon, pancakes and syrup, fried 
potatoes, fried eggs, bread, dough
nuts, coffee and milk. Then Kelley 
hitched a diesel-powered Cletrac 
tractor to a .small sled with two 
runners called a "jumper." It is 
aptly named. 

We piled our packs and photo
graphic equipment into the sled 
and off. we went, striking out 
toward the northeast on what is 
called the "old military road." Why, 
no one seems to know. 

After a mile or so of the most 
jarring and jolting ride I've ever 
had, we turned off to the left and 
suddenly saw a sight almost unbe-
lieveable. 

We had stopped on a sandbank 
75 to 100 feet above the Jessup 
river. Directly across the river" 
was a huge pile of pulpwood, tower
ing over the elms on the opposite 
bank. Past the foot of this moun
tain of logs flowed the river, but 
it was a river of wood—the water 
was completely bidden by the thou
sands of floating logs. Upstream 
and down, as far as the eye could 
see, the great wooden snake writhed 
along between the snowcovered 
banks of the river. 

700 Cords of Wood 
This was a landing and the great 

pile of logs-we saw contained 700 
cords of wood. 

"We had 7,000 cords in that pile 
before the ice went out and the 
drive started," Kelley told us. 

After some picture taking we 
climbed back into the jumper and 
bumped along until we reached 
Camp 12 where we had lunch. 
Lunch consisted of corned beef and 
cabbage,- fried eggs, homemade 
bread, soup, hot fresh ham, fried 
potatoes, cake, apple pie, tea and 
milk. It was served by the camp 
cook who came from New England 
and had the vocabulary of a col
lege professor. 

On we went for another' three 
miles or so until we reached the 
Camp 10 landing, higher up on the 
river. Here was another huge pile 
of wood but this pile was being 
worked into the river by a crew of 
50 men. Here, too, we first saw 
the dynamiters in action. 

Up the pile they would scramble 
carrying a light pole with four 
sticks of dynamite lashed to the-
end. They'd poke It into a hole 
between the logs, light the fuse, 
and, with a warning yell, scamper 
down to the ground. In a few sec
onds there would be a muffled 
blast, five or six cords of logs 
would tumble down and the re
mainder of the crew would appear 
from the safe positions taken 
during the blast and roll the logs 
Into tiie river. This was repeated 
over and over during the two hours 
we watched. It is necessary to 
use dynamite to loosen the logs 
which become frozen together. 

Then it was back into the sled, 
across the river on a bridge the 
loggers had made and off across 
country through unbroken snow. 
We cut down trees, forded creeks, 
slipped and slid through pot holes 
three feet deep and full of water 
but eventually, after a three-hour 
ride, we reached Camp 6, 12 miles 
back in the woods from Perkins 
Clearing. How we got there Til 
never know. I do know, though, 
that Kelley did things with that 
tractor its makers never dreamed 
of, "He could give lessons to the 
best tank driver I ever saw in the 
European theater," was ths way 
Sellers put It, 

Sleep on Floor 
We spent the night at Camp 6, 

sleeping on the office floor in our 
sleeping bags. But before going to 
bed we had supper. And what a 
supper. Green beans, pork, fried 
potatoes, fried eggs, soup, home
made bread, cheese, pie, cake, cof
fee, tea and milk. Maybe Joe the 
cook liked us. Anyway, hs put 
himself out for us as it was past 
the usual eating hour. I saw him 
fry 28 eggs for the three of us, 
much t o . Sellers' amazement* but 
the amazing part to me was that 
there were no" eggs left when we 
finished eating. , j 

Next morning after breakfast at 
5:80, we walked up the outlet of 
Otter lake., to the lake Itself. The 
logger* have a dam on the lake 
which is opened twice dally to give 
a head of water for the drive. Here, 
too, was another great pile of log* 
being worked into the stream. This 
was the "rear"* of the drive and 
When all the logs here are in the 
river, the crews will follow them 
downstream, Joining forces with 
the crews from the camps below 
until all the logs have been worked 
the IB or so miles down the river 
idto Indian lake. , 

We piled beck into the jumper 
again and after three hours through 
a heavy, wet snowstorm, arrived 
at Camp 1 at Perkins' Clearing. We 
changed our wet clothes, started up 
the Gazette car and two and ope-
half hours later were hack in 
Schenectady. 

We brought back downs of pic
tures, a lot of Interesting anecdote*, 
two new shirts purchased at the 
camp store and a couple iof raven
ous appetite* plus a.profound re
spect for the men who toll; in the 
wood*.In order that you may have 
the paper so necessary Co modem 
ilvlttK; - " - < " 

Hiking Club 
Plans Trip 
In Catskills 

I 
Reservations for the Mohawfcy 

Valley Hiking club's Sunday out£ | 
ing in the Catskills are now beinjff 
taken at Goldstock's and must bef 
made by Friday evening, Warre&J 
J. McLane. chairman of the club'* ; 
hiking committee, has announced. 

Sunday's hike will be led by U. 8,'i: 
Massoth. director of the club, andjj 
Paul Becker, and will' take th*J 
hikers to the summits of the three 
highest mountains in the northern • 
section of the Catskills, Thomas 
Cole, Black Dome, and Blackhead 
mountains. The three summits" 
form a ridge about two miles long, . 
overlooking the Hudson valley west" 
of Catskill, and providing un^S 
usually fine views of the Serk*'^ 
shires, Taconics. Green mountains, 
and Helderbergs. as well as of the -
other Catskill peaks. Black Dome,: 
the central and highest peak in tb*\' 
range, reaches 3990 feet, whilst 
Blackhead is 3937 feet and Thomas 
Cole is 3935 feet in altitude. :;3j 

The hikers will leave Erie boule?| 
vard and State street at 8:30 a.nv 
Sunday by charter bus, driving M$ 
far as possible toward the bead o f 
the Windham valley north ;of^th*^ 
Blackhead range. The climb, will * 
be made without trails, beginning 
at an altitude of about 2000 feeLi: 
Arrangements will be made forv" 
those who do not want to makeI ; 
the full circuit of the three moun*;; 
tains to return to the bus by'*x'v 
shorter route, although a majority^ 
of the day's climbing will be done 
on the way of Thomas Cole in ittfi^ 
morning. The difference tretweeUtl 
the three summits and the saddle*! 
between them are only a fewr, 
hundred feet. @l 

John E. Johnston, contractor, Clyde Kelley Edward Gray, Glenn Harrison, Norman Babides in bunkhouse ' Tractor and sled cross a log bridge 

Camp 6, 12 miles from nowhere 

Kelley and Gazette Photographer C. B. Sellers Jr. 

Stuck on the way Into headquarters camp 

Loggers dynamite frozen pile of pulpwood Dennis Dougherty of Albany, 30 years a logger. WIHIam Guso manhandles logs Into river 

Logger bound for home with f L9«t John DoWman of Lake Pleaaant, a SO-year man Ernie Pooler, foreman at Camp < Cord* of wood piled at Otter lake 

Kiwanians lo Sponsor -M 
Two Weeks'' Outing for I 
4 0 Girls at Tippecanoe J | 

Forty Schenectady girls between^ 
the ages of 10 and 14 will spend' 
two weeks at the YWCA Camp T i p | | 
pecanoe this summer under spo'h** 
sorship of the Schenectady K i | | 
wanis club, Everett S, Lee, Klwania;; 
president, has announced. : | | | | 

Seward Mallory, chairman of t i * j | 
Kiwanis boys and girls committee, 
has been placed in charge of the 
executive committee for the projects 

He said yesterday that girl* 
selected to attend the camp will be 
those who otherwise would hav«: 
no opportunity for such a vac*» 
tion. 

Others serving with Mr. Mallory 
on the- executive committee are 
^Arthur Harrington,—Paul Young 
and Robert Cacner. 

Selection of girls will be mad* 
by a committee headed by Fir* 
Chief James J. Higgins assisted by 
Arthur Harrington, Mr. Young, Mr« 
Cacner and Mr. Mallory. 

Simon Backer has been appoint* 
ed chairman of the supplies com
mittee. Also on the committee are 
Mr. Harrington, Chief Higgins and^ 
Francis Piatt. 

The program and grounds com
mittee is made up of Richard 
Murphy, chairman; Arthur Spain, 
Earle Schermerhorn and Edward 
Sheehan. 

William Ross is chairman of th* 
transportation committee. Other 
members are Carl Barnes, Allen 
Fisher, William O'Malley and Mr. 
Sheehan. 

The medical committee consist* 
of Dr. Howard Krieger and Dr. 
Phillip Greene. 

— . « 

Stevenson to Speak 
At 11th Anniversary 
Of Gifford Grange 

Gifford grange 1549 will observe 
Its 11th anniversary April 30 with;? 
a covered dish supper at 7 pjoaM 
Charles John Stevenson will be th*^ 
guest speaker at the program tc$M 
lowing the dinner. >: ? 

District Deputy Nelson Fangburn^ 
and Juvenile Deputy Trene Pang^X 
burn made their official visit at 'th*m 
last regular meeting held at Dunnafe^ 
ville. There were 60 members .•preai'rl 
ent. Applications for membership •; 
were received from Everett Empie,'< 
Marion Empie, Beverly Anthony^ 
and Jacquelyn Leather. 

The last card party of the season 
will be held Wednesday with MfV % 
and Mrs. Earl Gray as chairmen;-) 
Gifford grange will exhibit vege*<" 
tables a't the Altamont fair. I 

Meetings of Gifford grange wilt ¥ 
be held at 8 p.m. daylight saving^ 
time. The degree team will work i-
the first and second degrees on a.'•] 
class of candidates at the next reg*K! 

ular meetilng on May 7. Pomona.'^ 
grange will meet at Gifford grange ' 
hall on May 9. The committee foe 
the next meeting will include Mr. 
and Mrs. William Furbeck, Mr. and 
M. . Arthur Klein, Mr. and Mrs; 
Joseph Hull, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Smith. The committee for the last 
meeting included Mr. and Mrs. Ken* 
neth Sebast, Mr. and Mrs. Georg* 
Sebast and Harry Worthlngton. 

j Altamont Budget Open 
I For Public Inspection 

ALTAMONT—Village Clerk Christ 
toy her Martin has announced that. 
the estimated budget for the Vil
lage of Altamont for the year 194T 
has been completed by the hoard 
of trustees, and that a copy ba* 
been filed In the clerk'* office, 
where it will remain open to public 
Inspection until April 34. On that 
date at 8 p,tn. the village board 
will meet to consider such budget 
before final adoption. 

School Meeting 
The annual school meeting of 

Union Free School district 7 H i 
the Town of Guilderland will 
held in the Altamont High school" 
building on May * at . T ^ y p S f ' 
Two trustees for three year* wlf 
be elected in place of Herman 
kaasa and Katherine E*; Frinlf^ 
The schol budget will also be 
On.' ; Mrs. Frlnk 11 clerk of 
board.. ' i- ; . -; ;

;;-- : . '"''-v•>:;.- . 
OlBclal Visit 

On April 2M, DDOM Sarah 
and, DGL Alexander ' 
will make thslr 
Helderberg chapter H i , Ol 
candidates will receive 
degree* 
tb* L*« 
fonned 
of reter* 
Slyer, 
Cudtteyv 
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