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ANNUAL BUSINESS PARTNERS

We hope you will join us at our inaugural All Abilities 2018 Fun 
Run Event on October 6, 2018. Even if you are not registered,  
we invite you to cheer on the participants and encourage them to 
go the distance. This will be a fun event where participants can 
run, walk, or roll, at their own pace and ability level. The 3K 
Fun Run will be held at Cambier Park located at 755 8th Ave S 
in beautiful downtown Naples. Registration begins at 7:15AM 
and the fun run starts at 8:00AM. The cost to register is $25 and 
$15 for children under 10 years old, and includes an event t-shirt 
(guaranteed only if registered by t-shirt order date). All proceeds 
will support STARability Foundation and help us shine light on 
ability, not disability.

We would like to extend a special thank you to Gulf Coast 
Runners (a non-profit organization that works with many local 
non-profit organizations to help them raise funds) for their 
organizational support of our first 3K event. We would also like 
to thank our generous sponsors: Cherry Hill Tattoos, Absher 
Design Group, 
Stofft Cooney 
Architects, 
Paragon 
Theaters, 
M&M’s Cafe, Royal Scoop, Stock Financial, The Martel Family, 
Laura & Leisa Luxury Portfolio, Naples Pool Service, and Bradley 
& Parker Insurance. Their support makes this event possible and 
helps us to achieve our goal of connecting our community by 
bringing participants of all abilities together. 
 
“We are excited to host this first all abilities 3K. Whether you 
run, walk or roll, there is a place for you at this fitness event. 
We invite you to join us to show support for inclusion and for 
everyone with unique abilities who are part of our community.” 
states Karen Govern, Executive Director

For more information about registration https://STARability.org/3k-

fun-run-walk-roll/ or call 239-594-9007.

“Whether you run, walk or roll, 
there is a place for you at this 

fitness event.”

If you are interested in becoming an annual business partner 

call the STARability Office at 239-594-9007 or visit 

www.STARability.org/membership/ for more information.

 

STARability is Proud to Present Naples’ FIRST All Inclusive  
3K Fun Event! Celebrating ALL Levels of Ability!

Adding to the excitement 
and growth this year, 
STARability Foundation is 
expanding to a new and 
improved location! As of 

December 1, 2018 our new address will be  
5125 Castello Drive, Naples, FL 34103! Stay 
tuned for the grand opening and ribbon cutting!

Workplaces welcoming the talents and abilities of all people 
is a critical part of building an inclusive community. Our 
Trailblazer Academy gets participants engaged with local 
employers and organizations to build relationships which 
can lead to employment opportunities. To learn more about 
disability employment information and assistance visit  
https://www.dol.gov/odep/.

Celebrate National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month!

We’re 

Moving!

Dec. 1st 
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WELCOME NEW VOCATIONAL PARTNER!
 
In August the Trailblazer Academy started vocational training 
at South Street City Oven & Grill in Naples. The program 
participants are learning and performing meaningful job 
tasks within the restaurant business, including cleaning 
menus, rolling silverware, making pizza boxes, taking down 
the table and bar chairs, recording cooler temperatures, 
preparing to-go dressings, and so much more. The 
participants work at preparing for opening by cleaning 
the restaurant so that the customers can have an enjoyable 
dining experience. The participants work closely with the 
staff and the kitchen to ensure the restaurant is operated 
efficiently and they are learning something new every week. 
We want to thank Brent Pleeter, General Manager of South 
Street, for providing the Trailblazer Academy participants 
with this opportunity which is increasing their self-esteem, 
teamwork, confidence in their abilities, time management, 
and customer service skills, as they contribute to the 
community and gain more knowledge of the restaurant 
business and how it operates. For information about South 
Street City Oven & Grill visit http://southstreetnaples.com/.

PARTNERSHIPSEXECUTIVE NEWS & NOTES 

FEATURED PARTNER

This has been a year of 
exciting changes, additions 
and enhancements for our 
organization, and I am happy 
to report there is even more to 
come! After 5 years, STARability 
has outgrown our little office on 
99th Avenue, so as of December 
1, 2018 we will be moving to 
a spacious building on Castello 
Drive (at the southeast corner of 

Pine Ridge Rd. and US 41) that will 
more than double our square footage. Our new location will have 
larger common areas and several more offices to accommodate 
our growing staff and increased program offerings, plus ample 
parking! Of course, moving is a significant undertaking, so we 
are calling all volunteers who can help our small, but mighty 
staff make the move happen. Please look for details via email 
next month for exact move dates, which we anticipate being from 
November 26 through December 1, 2018. 

I am proud to announce that in July 2018, STARability was 
awarded a multi-year grant from the Golisano Foundation to 
expand and enhance our Trailblazer Academy program. This 
generous support will enable us to accommodate people on the 
waiting list by hiring additional staff and covering expenses 
associated with adding a third group to the program. We are 

honored to be partnering with the Golisano Foundation as their 
first grant recipient in Collier County. The Golisano Foundation, 
based in Rochester, NY,  is focused on opening doors and forging 
unprecedented partnerships to ensure that individuals with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities 
have pathways 
to self-
sufficiency, personal dignity, and the best possible expression of 
their abilities and talents throughout their lifetimes.

We are also profoundly grateful to the parents of a Trailblazer 
Academy participant who have underwritten the cost of a third van 
for the program. Transportation is essential for this community-
based program and their generous donation will allow the 
additional participants to fully engage in all the program elements. 

Another first – our inaugural 3K Fun Run, Walk & Roll on October 
6! I look forward to seeing everyone at Cambier Park as we bring 
this first all abilities fitness event to Naples. And please save the 
date for our annual Star Gala on March 9, 2019 at the Ritz Carlton 
Golf Resort, Naples. Our fabulous Star Gala Chairs, Lou & Laura 
Georgelos, are planning an amazing event, with the theme of a 
Dazzling Diamond Soiree. Info on all our events can be found on 
our website https://starability.org/gala/ or by calling our office at 
239-594-9007.

...proud to announce that in 
July 2018, STARability was 

awarded a multi-year grant...

Moving Onward and Upward

South Street City Oven & Grill joins the Trailblazer Academy’s 
vocational partners who are providing on-site job training for 
our participants. Visit https://starability.org/trailblazer/ to see 
our full list of partners. If you or someone you know has a 
business that could benefit from our hard working Trailblazers, 
please call 239.594.9007, or email madison@starability.org. 

Karen Govern -  Execut ive Director

www.STARability.org STARability Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, State of Florida #CH-172.

STARability is grateful for our valued partnership with Naples 
Therapeutic Riding Center (NTRC). NTRC’s mission is to improve 
the lives of children and adults with special needs through 
therapeutic riding and other equine-related programs.  
Our Trailblazer Academy participants have been working at 
equine-related tasks for over 2 years and have bonded with 
the horses and staff. NTRC also generously offers their 
community room for our quarterly Family Forum series. 

“We love working closely with STARability whether it be 
providing vocational training for their Trailblazer Academy or 

Thank You to our Generous Donors

Photos: Trailblazer Academy Participants Vocational Training at South Street City Oven & Grill

Follow us on Linkedin for more 
Foundation and partnership news!
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providing space in our community room for their family forums, 
it is a wonderful collaboration. At NTRC we take a lot of pride 
in ensuring we offer the safest path. Being accredited by PATH 
International means NTRC has met established industry standards. 
It means we have trusted certified instructors and professionals. 
It means we offer exceptional care and attention when providing 
our equine services. It is a pleasure to be able to work with 
wonderful organizations like STARability to be able to provide the 
best service.”  Melissa Saracino Lamont, Executive Director/PATH 
Instructor. https://www.naplestherapeuticridingcenter.org/.




