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BIRTHDAYS 

Michael Mitchell       3/1 

Michael March       3/2 

Michael Tulipano       3/2 

Stevi Fye        3/3 

Felipe Del Hierro       3/5 

Alison Martens       3/6 

Tierney Kurlander       3/7 

Craig Conaway       3/8 

Jeremy Pinsel       3/8 

Mary Veliz       3/8 

Dustin Watson       3/8 

Illana Rudnick       3/9 

Jill Walker       3/10 

Nicole Coratti       3/14 

Nicholas Pangaribuan     3/16 

Scott Leber       3/18 

Garrett Price       3/21 

Jacob Ward       3/22 

Shiloh Nuccio       3/23 

David Stults       3/25 

Hollis Labarre       3/27 

Alessandro Cotugno       3/28 

Sophie Lauber       3/28 

Tiffany Weeks        3/28 

Jeremy Irvin       3/29 

Kevin Kennedy       3/29 

Brian Thompson       3/30

DID YOU KNOW?  MARCH IS DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH

Thank You to the Generous Donors That Make This Program Possible

Broadening the work horizons for our members, FDD’s Trailblazer Academy is excited to 
work with their new vocational partners. Some of these new partnerships include: Tacos & 
Tequila Cantina, Aldo’s Ristorante and Naples Keep Condominiums. These partnerships 
give members the opportunity to learn a variety of vocational skills, from custodial work, 
business organization, restaurant side work, and even environmental upkeep. “Not only 
are these organizations receiving help, but they are really helping our participants learn 
and continue to practice job skills” says Trailblazer Academy Program Director Madison 
McNally, “These organizations, once they see what our members can do, how detail 
oriented they are and their ability to get tasks done, they are really blown away.”  

Madison has big future plans for growing Trailblazer Academy, but she needs the 
participation of the outside community to help her to continue this growth. “We would really 
love to give participants an even wider range of vocational training and opportunities, 
which not only help them professionally but will provide them with life skills as well.” 
Vocational partnerships with businesses in the areas of retail, resort and hospitality, and 
clerical/office experience are greatly needed at the moment. Madison encourages any 
businesses or individuals in connection with organizations who may be interested in 
partnering with Trailblazer Academy to reach out to FDD. She adds “We’re here and if 
you give us the opportunity, we will show you how capable our members really are.”
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A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high school individuals with intellectual  
and developmental disabilities

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

New Stops for Trailblazer Academy!
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May the luck of the Irish be with 
you this month. Speaking of 
luck, several weeks back, 
President Trump signed a new 
bill into law that mandates a 
creation of a National Plan to 
Support Caregivers. Although it 
allocates no new funds, the 
Recognize, Assist, Include, 
Support and Engage (“RAISE”) 
Family Caregivers Act gives the Secretary of the 
Department of Health and Human Services 18 months 
to create and sustain a national Family Caregiving 
Strategy. The ultimate goal is person-centered care.
 

The RAISE Act calls for the creation of a Family 
Caregiver Advisory Council. To ensure diverse 
representation on the Council, the legislation specifies 
that the 15-member body will include representatives 
such as: family caregivers, older adults with long-term 
service and support needs, individuals with disabilities, 
health care and social service providers, long-term 
service and support providers, employers, 
paraprofessional workers, state and local officials, 
accreditation bodies and veterans. 

With person-centered care as a goal, our Board is 
working on some beneficial future changes for our 
organization as well – more to come in the next few 
weeks! As always, thank you for your continued support 
of our organization.

We were honored to be one of 
38 nonprofits in Collier County 
invited to participate in Give 
Where You Live Collier on 

February 21 & 22. Thank you to everyone who donated 
during this 24-hour philanthropic event and thank you to the 
Community Foundation of Collier County and the Richard M. 
Schulze Family Foundation for sponsoring GWYL. We 
received over $14,000 in donations from 50 individual 
donors, making us eligible for the $2500 match and a 
portion of the remaining matching funds! How wonderful to 
know how much support we have in our community for our 
mission and the work we do to provide life-changing 
programs for individuals with developmental disabilities.

There are several important fundraising events happening 
this month for the Foundation. Of course the Star Gala on 
March 10 is our most important annual single fundraiser, 
and by the time you are reading this it will have already 
been the great success we planned for. Stay tuned for the 
results in our April newsletter. On March 26, the Boston 
College Alumni Association Golf Tournament will be held at 
Quail Creek Country Club and all proceeds will be going to 
the FDD. We are helping take registrations for this event 
through our website (https://fddswfl.org/golf-tournament/) 
and it is open to everyone, so register as a player or 
foursome and enjoy a great day of golf and fun all while 
supporting the FDD. We are also honored that Waterside 
Shops has selected us as the beneficiary of their annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on March 31. This hugely popular event 
sells out every year and we look forward to building this 
partnership with Waterside.

Finally, spring is often referred to as a time of renewal, and 
of new beginnings. There will be some exciting changes for 
our organization in the next few months and I look forward to 
sharing them all with you as they come to fruition.
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FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith  
President of the Board of Directors

Karen Govern

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT AND 
HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

Lanctot Law 

Thank You Annual Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. 

Bytnar
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I have known about this wonderful 
organization for many years. Two 
years ago our daughter, Hannah, 
became involved in some of the 
activities. She was able to 
reconnect with some friends from 
years ago and start new 
friendships with many of the 
participants. Hannah is currently 
at the Dan Marino Foundation in 
Miami and I thought this might be 
a great time for me to jump in and volunteer. My background 
is in special-education and I taught for many years in Ohio 
and California. These young adults inspire me with their 
energy, enthusiasm, and work ethic! I love to listen to their 
stories, work side-by-side with them in their cooking class, 
and watch them learn new skills. I believe they are all able to 
be productive members of our community. We have so much 
to learn from each other!

A warm welcome Stevi Fye to Naples, Florida! Stevi just 
moved here from Maryland at the beginning of this year. 
She told us she thoroughly enjoyed the moving 
experience, since traveling is one of her favorite things - 
with Pennsylvania as one of her top picks for visiting. Even 
though Stevi has only been with FDD for a short time, she 
has been actively participating in the FDD programs that 
have connected her to her new Naples community. She 
feels more independent and is enjoying all the social 
events and outings with her new found friends. She 
especially enjoys our sports programs and everything that 
goes along with them. When she’s not attending FDD 
programs, she enjoys reading, listening to music, writing, 
crafts, painting, playing video games, hanging out or 
shopping with friends! Stevi is a big music fan and listens 
to her favorite music everyday from the 50’s to the 80’s. 
Living in Naples now gives her lots of choices to enjoy her 
favorite meal as often as she can, which is seafood. When 
relaxing after a good meal she enjoys watching Law and 
Order and Walker Texas Ranger, or reading a really good 
biography. She hopes to one day attend art school. 
Welcome to our newest creative member Stevi! 

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Attending FDD Social Events with Friends 

Playing Sports with FDD Members 

Creating Art at FDD Workshops 

Listening to My Favorite Music Genres 

Traveling to New Places 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“My friends, where are we going today?!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM - Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 
BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007 or info@fddswfl.org

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight 

Merrylee Cohen Kandel

FOUNDATION: Member Profile  

Stevi Fye
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BASKETBALL:  
FRIDAYS 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
THURSDAY 
11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34102

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
TUESDAYS 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. N., Naples, FL 34108

FDD BASEBALL LEAGUE:  
SATURDAYS 
10:00AM - 12:00PM 
Osceola Elementary School  
5770 Osceola Trail Naples, Fl 34109

COOKING WITH SANDRA:  
TUESDAYS 
10:00AM - 2:00PM 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
777 Mooring Line Dr., Naples, FL 34102

All FDD participants are welcome to attend even if you have  
attended prior! Cynthia and Steve Adams will be facilitating this  

two day workshop. Cost to participate is $20/member. 

[ Please call the office at (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org to sign up today ]

“Shooting Beauty Workshop” 
April 24th & 26th
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman  
Lisa Kahn
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member 
before the first of the month 
regarding any topic you wish to 
bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org  
 

Susan Ford
Program Coordinator
susan@FDDswfl.org

Caroline Randall
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
caroline@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 
madison@FDDswfl.org

Instructors
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Martin Del Hierro

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
NONPROFIT ORG 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Baseball Awards Picnic 
Saturday, March 24th  
Time: 10:00AM – 12:00PM 
Join the FDD Baseball Season 
Finale-Players vs. The Coaches! 
This fun baseball game is followed by our awards 
presentation & picnic at 11:30AM. Enjoy hot dogs, 
hamburgers, chips & dessert!  
Cost: FREE for FDD Members, baseball team players, 
families & volunteers. $10 for each additional family 
members/guests.  
RSVP: (239) 594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org 

20th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, March 26th 
Time: 11:30 Check-In  
Register now for the 20th Annual 
Boston College Alumni Club Golf 
Tournament, plus much more all 
to benefit FDD!  
Cost: $150 Per Person / $600 Per Foursome 
Registered Together  
RSVP: Register online at www.fddswfl.org or call the 
office at (239) 494-9007 for additional assistance.

 
 

 
 

IMPROV at Naples Players!  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
12:30PM - 1:30PM 

Sugden Community Theater  
701 5th Ave. South 
Naples, FL 34102 

Award-winning director Craig Price leads FDD members 
through fun and essential lessons in how to socialize, be 

interviewed and unleash creativity. $5/session.  
Starts January 10 and runs for ten weeks. 

[ Please call the office at (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org to sign up today ]
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