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BIRTHDAYS 

 Sarah Dooley     4/05 

 Daniel Price     4/05 

 John Khatib     4/06 

 Brett Bishop      4/07  

 April Park      4/07 

 Kelly Rinfret      4/09 

 Terice Gayle     4/10 

 Judy Iepson     4/10 

 Nicki Moynihan     4/11 

 Elizabeth Schoolfield     4/11 

 Shawn Denton     4/13 

 Marc Pompeo     4/14 

 Taylor Morrison       4/16 

 Caitlin Roggia     4/16 

 Peter Burns      4/17 

 Jeffrey Feeney     4/17 

 Ryan Bratt      4/19 

 Sarah Flodeen     4/19 

 George Smith     4/19 

 Nati Vera      4/19 

 David Franco     4/22 

 Gaby De Leon     4/23 

 Maria Salazar     4/23 

 Haley Clifford      4/27 

 Michael Presto     4/28 

 Tracy Walter     4/30

DID YOU KNOW?  APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

Wow! Thank you to all the guests, sponsors, donors, volunteers and staff who helped make the 2018 
Star Gala a huge success! More than 350 people were in attendance March 10th in the Grand Lawn 
Pavilion at Ritz Carlton Golf Resort for a wonderful night of dancing and fundraising. The event raised 
a total of $460,000! Over $311,000 was contributed the night of the event through the live and silent 
auctions and fund-a-need. Other proceeds came from sponsorships, ticket sales and donations.

The Star Gala Chairs, Carrie & John Cooney, inspired all in attendance with their personal story and 
their commitment to the Foundation. The overwhelming support from this year’s Star Gala is pivotal 
to our future growth and expansion. We are so grateful to Carrie & John for their leadership and hard 
work.

At the end of the evening, we revealed the news about our new name, STARability Foundation! Read 
more about this exciting, positive change in the Executive Director’s News & Notes on the next page!
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Thank You for Your Support!

Lanctot Law 

Thank You Annual Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. Bytnar
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Hello STARability Community!
I hope that this note finds you 
and your families doing well. 
Thank you again to all for your 
help, guidance and support to 
the most successful gala yet. 
Additionally, last month’s Star 
Gala launched our new name 
and brand: STARability 
Foundation. With the new direction, comes new 
opportunity for our members and organization. 
With Trailblazer Academy collaborating with local 
companies and initiatives, the opportunities for our 
members will continue to expand in the future.
Further, knowing that many of our members receive 
government assistance, it is important to know for other 
SSI beneficiaries looking to enter the workforce or 
return to work, that the Plan for Achieving Self-Support 
(PASS) program may be an option for covering costs 
associated with job training or starting a business. 
Candidates for the program must submit applications 
to the SSA that detail their work goals, specify requested 
items and services and provide cost estimates, among 
other requirements.
 Later this month, I will be participating in a Special Needs 
conference to learn more about this issue and others 
to share with our organization. Should you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Dear Friends, As of April 2, 2018 
we have a new name: STARability 
Foundation. As our organization 
has grown and evolved over 35 

years, we have seen challenges and opportunities change for 
the people we serve. But, what hasn’t changed is our core 
value of shining light on what individuals with disabilities CAN 
do and providing opportunities to showcase their abilities.
We feel that the time has come to give our organization a 
name that truly identifies who we are, and what we do. A name 
that overcomes old assumptions and expectations and more 
accurately reflects a contemporary – and lasting – message. 
A name that uplifts and celebrates each and every one of our 
member’s unique abilities and matches them with new 
opportunities for growth, productivity and enrichment.
That is why we are becoming STARability Foundation, shining 
light on ability, not disability. As STARability, we will continue 
to provide all of the programs that connect our members to 
the community and keep them active, engaged, creating and 
learning.
Our new name also brings new opportunities to communicate 
and to share information, stories and news. We will continue 
to produce a monthly printed newsletter that is mailed to our 
members and includes a social event calendar and information 
on programs, activities and member-specific information. And, 
starting this month we will also launch a monthly e-newsletter 
that will have links to our website to take you directly to the 
information you need. On a quarterly basis we will mail an 
expanded newsletter with messages from STARability’s 
leadership and feature stories. If you are not currently 
receiving our email messages and want to be sure you 
receive the monthly e-newsletter, please email 
info@starability.org or call 239.594.9007.
Thank you to our amazing staff, board, volunteers and 
supporters who have helped our organization achieve so 
much. We look forward to all of you being a part of 
STARability’s future. 
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FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith  
President of the Board of Directors

Karen Govern

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT AND 
HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

Thank You to the Generous Donors  
That Make This Program Possible

A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high 
school individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits
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After purchasing a home in 
Naples, our next project was to 
find a program for our daughter, 
Allison, to attend. We were 
ecstatic when we found 
STARability. She is enrolled in the 
Trailblazer Academy. The diversity 
of the program is amazing. Allison 
can’t wait to return to Florida each 
year with the eagerness of 
learning and exploring all that 
encompasses STARability.  
It has been a dream come true for her and myself. She has 
made many new friends and enjoys spending time with them. 
I have volunteered for two years at the Gala and was truly 
moved by the generosity and support of the patrons. These 
young adults now have opportunities and resources available 
to them because of these events. As Allison would say “Let’s 
go for the Gold.” We have been so fortunate to have found 
such a wonderful organization.

Meet Tori Georgelos. She is from Naperville, Illinois and she 
was a seasonal resident until December of last year. She 
now lives in Naples year round. Tori is an only child and she 
has a Maltese dog that she loves named Coco – short for 
Coconut. While Tori lived in Illinois, she attended Turning 
Pointe Career College. In Illinois she had experiences at 
many jobs; Walgreen’s, Wendy’s corporate office, Preschool 
Library Assistant, and a salon concierge. Tori has attended 
the Trailblazer Academy since she moved to Naples. She 
loves spending time with her mom, doing crafts, going out 
to eat, and shopping. Tori loves bowling and has even won 
a gold medal in the Special Olympics! She also enjoys 
playing baseball, and she plays on our Tampa Bay Rays 
team. She greets everyone with a “Hello” in whatever 
activity she is a part of daily. Tori’s favorite food is chicken 
and she loves drinking Sprite. She enjoys watching the 
Disney Channel and likes the movie Pinocchio. Her favorite 
vacation destination is Disney World, and has travelled to 
England and France a few times. She enjoys all kinds of 
music – karaoke is one of her favorite activities. For her 
Sweet 16, Tori had 3rd row seats to see Lady Gaga! Going 
to art class is one of her favorite things to do. Her favorite 
color is purple. One thing that she would like to learn more 
about is photography.

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Playing on our Baseball Team 

Going to our Art Classes  

Bowling Competitions 

Traveling to Disney World 

Singing Karaoke and going to Concerts 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“Hello!!!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM - Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 
BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007 or info@STARability.org

STAR Volunteer

Janice Occhionero Holtz

STAR Member 

Tori Georgelos

STARABILITY.ORG   APRIL, 2018

BASKETBALL:  
FRIDAYS 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
THURSDAY 
11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34102

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
TUESDAYS 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. N., Naples, FL 34108

IMPROV WORKSHOP:  
WEDNESDAYS 
12:30PM - 1:30PM 
Naples Players Community Theatre 
701 5th Ave. S., Naples, Fl 34102

COOKING WITH SANDRA:  
WEDNESDAY 
10:00AM - 1:00PM 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
777 Mooring Line Dr., Naples, FL 34102

All FDD participants are welcome to attend even if you have  
attended prior! Cynthia and Steve Adams will be facilitating this  

two day workshop. Cost to participate is $20/member. 

[ Please call the office at (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@STARability.org to sign up today ]

“Shooting Beauty Workshop” 
April 24th & 26th

mailto:info@starability.org
mailto:info@starability.org
mailto:info@starability.org
mailto:info@starability.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman  
Lisa Kahn
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month 
regarding any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@STARability.org 
 

Susan Ford
Program Coordinator
susan@STARability.org

Caroline Randall
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
caroline@STARability.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 
madison@STARability.org

Instructors
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Martin Del Hierro

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.STARability.org
NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE 
PAID  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Return Service 
Requested

Freedom Waters Cruise 
Thursday, April 19th 
Time: 11:30AM – 3:00PM 
Open to the first 20 FDD 
members & family members 
who have NOT yet cruised on the Lady Jane.  
Lunch and water included. No cost.  
RSVP: Call (239)594-9007 or email 
info@STARability.org 

All American BBQ 
Saturday, April 21st 
Time: 12PM-3PM 
Saint Katherine’s Greek 
Orthodox Church will be 
hosting a delicious lunch with 
plenty of fun and musical entertainment!  
Cost: Free for Members! $5 each for family & guests 
RSVP: Call (239)594-9007 or email 
info@STARability.org 

For more info and details call 
STARability office at 239.594.9007

http://www.STARability.org
mailto:karen@STARability.org
mailto:Susan@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@STARability.org
mailto:Susan@fddswfl.org
http://www.STARability.org

