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BIRTHDAYS 

Joel Segroves   2/01 

Ricardo Ramirez    2/01 

Spencer Elliott   2/05 

Jessica King    2/06 

Leslie Grant    2/07 

Rosa Rodriguez    2/09 

Jacob Maurais    2/13 

Valeria Guerra    2/14 

Landon White    2/17 

Dylan Vogel    2/21 

Laura Kaelin    2/22 

Kristin Masucci    2/22 

Gina Fedrowitz    2/26 

Alejandro Perez    2/28 

Anna Gil     2/28

DID YOU KNOW?  FEBRUARY IS BOOST SELF-ESTEEM MONTH

Lanctot Law 

Thank You Annual Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. 

Bytnar

Thank You to the Generous Donors  
That Make This Program Possible

If you missed Art Fest Naples and the first exhibit/sale of our members’ photography --- 
no worries. We were also invited to exhibit their work the first two weeks of February at 
the Naples Art Association and for three months at the Collier County Sheriff’s office. 
Photos taken during several “Shooting Beauty” workshops reproduced as stunning metal 
prints, vibrant notecards as well as professionally matted and framed portraits proved to 
be a big hit at our first-ever offering of them Jan. 20 and 21 at Art Fest Naples.

FDD received more than $1,800 in donations towards the photography, marking an 
exciting milestone for our members and the organization. From Feb. 3-17, our 
photography will be on display and for sale Monday – Saturday 10am to 4pm in Gallery 
104 at the Naples Art Association. 

You can celebrate our photographers’ success at a reception on Thursday, Feb. 8, from 
5pm to 6:30pm at the sheriff’s office - 3319 Tamiami Trail East, Building J. Their framed 
prints will be on display weekdays Feb. 1 - April 30. 

Thanks to Cynthia and Steve Adams of Casa Art Studio who lead our Shooting Beauty 
workshops semi-annually. The next one will be this spring, giving even more members 
a chance to discover their creative voice through photography.
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A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high 
school individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

FDD Photography Debuts on Art Scene
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I hope that this note finds you 
settling into 2018 with new goals, 
new challenges, and the sustained 
effort to achieve those goals in the 
months ahead. With one-month in 
the rear view, our Board is fully 
focused on the success of our 
annual fundraising event – Star 
Gala. Fellow Board Member and 
Chair of the Star Gala, Mrs. Carrie 
Cooney is the subject of our 
Volunteer Spotlight this month. Carrie and her husband John 
have been nothing short of amazing with their devotion and 
drive to ensure success at our March 10th event. 

I urge you to come share and enjoy this event with your 
friends and members in the community. To purchase tickets or 
tables or to help in any way that you can, please call our 
office at 239.594.9007 or visit our website www.fddswfl.org. 
Above all, Dancing Under the Stars will help to expand and 
sustain programs that focus the spotlight on our “stars” – the 
more than 240 individuals that we serve.

What a great start to 2018! Seeing our 
members beam with pride at Art Fest 
Naples as their photos were on exhibit 
alongside some of our region’s most 
accomplished fine artists was 

an amazing way to begin the year. We owe our deep gratitude to 
Merrylee & Dr. Joe Kandel for providing the FDD with all the 
presenting sponsor benefits of this annual art show, which they 
started 21 years ago. It was such a perfect fit for us as the Art Fest 
has always benefitted special needs individuals in our community. 
And, for the first time ever, we offered prints created from our 
members’ photography workshops for donations. And, we’re doing 
it again! You can support our members’ creativity and the FDD by 
visiting the “FTLOVA” (For the Love of Art) exhibit Feb. 3-17 at the 
Naples Art Association, which is an annual invitational show that we 
were asked to join. Yet, those spectacular accomplishments aren’t 
the only light shining on our members’ abilities this month. 
The Collier County Sheriff’s office also invited us to exhibit our 
members’ photography! (see page 1) As further evidence of growing 
awareness for FDD and our mission, we were also invited for the first 
time as one of 38 non-profits for Give Where You Live Collier. For the 
fourth consecutive year, the Collier County Community Foundation 
and the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation are partnering to 
present this online fundraising challenge. 
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FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith  
President of the Board of Directors

Karen Govern

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT AND 
HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

Sign up at www.fddswfl.org/gala or  
call (239)594-9007 for more information.

TICKETS & SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE!

Location 
The Ritz Carlton Golf Resort, Naples  

Date & Time 
March 10th, 2018 [ 5:30PM ] 

You’re Invited!
Mark your calendars for noon Feb. 21 to noon Feb. 22. 

WAYS TO GIVE:
• Go to GiveWhereYouLiveCollier.org and navigate to FDD’s profile.  

You can donate directly on the website with your credit card.
• Write a check dated Feb. 21 or 22 payable to the Community 

Foundation of Collier Collier, with FDD/Give Where You Live on the 
memo line.

WAYS TO DROP OFF:
•  Drop check off at the Community Foundation offices during the event.
• Drop check off at the FDD office anytime between now and 10am on 

Feb. 22 and we will deliver it for you.

The more money you help us raise, the larger percentage of the 
$500,000 matching fund we’ll receive to support our mission. These 
are very exciting times to be a part of the FDD! If you haven’t yet 
purchased tickets to our Star Gala: Dancing Under the Stars, be 
sure to go to fddswfl.org/gala and do so. We have a lot to celebrate 
at our annual fundraiser!

http://www.fddswfl.org/gala
http://www.fddswfl.org/gala
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When fundraising dynamo Carrie 
Cooney first discovered FDD, she had 
no idea it would play such a pivotal role 
in her son’s life. “Brett was in school at 
Eden and when he turned 18, he got to 
start bowling with the Monday FDD 
league,” recalls Carrie. “I just knew right 
away it was a group that I wanted to be 
involved with, but I had no idea how the 
stars would align four years later.” 
When Brett was about to age out of 
school, Carrie got a call from Karen 
Govern that changed the future path of many FDD members. 
Carrie and Karen met for lunch and merged forces on a vision  
they shared – a community-based day program for adults that 
would incorporate life skills, vocational training, fitness and 
nutrition classes. “Karen had a name for it - when she said 
Trailblazer Academy I just loved it,” she says. But, the program 
needed funding to get it started. So, Karen wrote a pitch and 
Carrie’s husband, John emailed it out to his contacts. That email 
brought in $500,000 – enough funding to keep the program going 
for three years. “We couldn’t believe how generous everyone 
was,” she says. As chairs of this year’s Star Gala: Dancing Under 
the Stars, she and John are psyched by the prospect of what it 
might raise. With 28 current Trailblazers and another 35 on the 
waitlist, they know the need is tremendous for Trailblazers and for 
so many other programs. “The Trailblazer Academy is such a great 
program – we hope to sustain it; expand it and have it serve Brett 
and others for life,” says Carrie. “And, our vision goes beyond that 
– we hope to one day have an FDD center where all our members 
can come and thrive.”

Jake Ross is a Florida native! Born and raised in Bonita 
Springs, he really enjoys the beautiful weather and sunshine 
that the southwest coast offers. Jake joined FDD in May of last 
year and has been extremely involved since. He especially 
enjoys participating in Cooking Club, Book Club, photography 
workshops, art class and of course…the big holiday parties! 
Additionally, Jake has embraced the awesome opportunity to 
meet lots of people and make new friends in the organization. 
When Jake is not at an FDD event, you might find him reading 
a good book, in the kitchen trying out a new recipe, exercising, 
traveling, enjoying eating out, or on a long walk! Jake is a 
student of life and enjoys any opportunity to learn something 
new. His next endeavor will be to learn to take better pictures on 
his camera. A few other fun facts about Jake: He is employed at 
Whole Foods and enjoys his job there very much. His favorite 
vacation destination is San Francisco, (can we all come with 
you next time, please?! ;) Jake’s favorite beverages include a 
simple glass of nice, cold water or lemonade! When we asked 
Jake to tell his favorite food he responded, “Any kind of pasta! 
I like it with sauce, pesto or vegetables.” Jake loves to spend 
time with his mom and dad. They like to watch funny shows and 
go to the movies together. When Jake watches TV, he typically 
stays on the Disney, History and Discovery Channels. While he 
enjoys many different kinds of music, right now his favorites are 
Broadway musicals and the Star Wars soundtrack. Jake is 
thankful for FDD and looks forward to all the new year holds!

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Attending FDD Holiday Parties 

Cooking with FDD Cooking Club 

Making Friends in FDD Workshops 

Going to the Movies with Mom & Dad 

Working at Whole Foods & Helping Customers 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“Make it a great day!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM - Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 
BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007 or info@fddswfl.org

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight 

Carrie Cooney

FOUNDATION: Member Profile  

Jake Ross
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BASKETBALL:  
FRIDAYS 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
THURSDAY 
11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34102

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
TUESDAYS 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. N., Naples, FL 34108

FDD BASEBALL LEAGUE:  
SATURDAYS 
10:00AM - 12:00PM 
Osceola Elementary School  
5770 Osceola Trail Naples, Fl 34109

COOKING WITH SANDRA:  
TUESDAYS 
10:00AM - 2:00PM 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
777 Mooring Line Dr., Naples, FL 34102
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman  
Lisa Kahn
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org 

Caroline Randall
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
caroline@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 
madison@FDDswfl.org

Instructors
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Martin Del Hierro

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
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Felted Flower Workshop  
Friday, February 23 
Time: 9:00AM – 12:30PM 
The Naples Art Association 
invites FDD members to 
created flowers with felt artist 
Leanne Kroetsch. Space is limited.  
Cost: $20/member.  
RSVP: (239)594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org 

Everblades Hockey Game  
Saturday, February 24th  
Time: 6:30PM 
Enjoy the fun of hockey at 
Germain Arena! Open to the 
first 15 FDD members & family 
members who sign up.  
Cost: No cost.  
RSVP: (239)594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org  

For more info call FDD office at 
239.594.9007

 
 

 
 

IMPROV at Naples Players!  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
12:30PM - 1:30PM 

Sugden Community Theater  
701 5th Ave. South 
Naples, FL 34102 

Award-winning director Craig Price leads FDD members through fun 
and essential lessons in how to socialize, be interviewed and unleash 

creativity. $5/session. Starts January 10 and runs for ten weeks. 

[ Please call the office at (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org to sign up today ]

mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org
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