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BIRTHDAYS 

Sara Reggi    12/1 

Eddie Sanford    12/1 

Tiffany DeCamp    12/3 

Jeramy Wylie    12/7 

Erica Longton    12/9 

Dagoberto Romero    12/9 

Todd Kleiber    12/12 

Michelle Schigg    12/13 

Rose Rohaley    12/17 

Nicole Sperling    12/21 

Louis Montalbano    12/23 

Joey Schechter    12/24 

Hannah Kandel    12/26 

Roger Robertson    12/26 

Amanda Burkholder  12/28

DID YOU KNOW?  DECEMBER IS UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS AWARENESS MONTH

Lanctot Law 

Thank You Annual Business Sponsors

Law Office of
Brandon R. 

Bytnar

Thank You to the Generous Donors  
That Make This Program Possible

‘Sibling Saturday’ Spotlights Family Spirit

As a new program for FDD, last month’s ‘Sibling Saturday’ brought out more than just 
brothers and sisters – it put the spotlight on the underlying family spirit of the FDD. About six 
members were joined by their siblings at Bowland Beacon on Saturday, Nov. 11, to share 
some fun with bowling and pizza. And, in true FDD tradition, the total party of about 40 
members, caregivers, parents and volunteers also celebrated members who either don’t 
have any siblings or whose brothers and sisters live elsewhere by embracing a family 
feeling among all who attended. Inspired by board member Ken Gilman (see his column on 
page 2), Sibling Saturday is an event that is intended to encourage siblings to attend FDD 
events. At our inaugural event, Ken was very touched to learn that for some of the siblings 
who attended, it was their first time partaking in an FDD event. Arriving early and kicking off 
the party were the Rochow brothers – Todd and Russell – who were joined by their sister, 
Darcy. It was a fitting way to launch the new tradition, since Todd and Russell were the 
initial inspiration for the FDD when their mother Darlene helped found the organization more 
than 30 years ago with bowling. Stay tuned for updates on our next ‘Sibling Saturday,’ which 
will likely be a cruise out of Tin City.
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     Twas the night before the December 
Newsletter…with balsam in the air and 
cookies in the kitchen…I hope that the 
warmth of the holidays abounds in your 
homes. In holiday spirit, Santa came 
a little early this year bringing a gift for 
our special needs individuals: The 
ABLE National Resource Center was 
pleased to share that the total annual 
contribution limit to an ABLE account 
will be increased from $14,000 per tax year to $15,000 per tax 
year beginning in 2018. Additionally, since our organization 
thrives on donations and charitable intent, I ask that you keep 
us in your thoughts and plans with our end-of-the-year appeal. 
     In closing, in this December 2017 edition, please see the 
article below written by our featured Board Member, Mr. Ken 
Gilman. The Board will be choosing one member to highlight 
each quarter to learn more about their involvement and why 
they chose to help our great organization. Happy Christmas 
to all, and to all a good night!

It’s hard to believe that the holiday 
season is upon us! We kicked it off 
early with our annual Thanksgiving 
Party at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church on November 10. Although 

there were still remnants of Hurricane Irma visible in the fellowship 
hall, our FDD family was not the least bit deterred from having a 
good time. More than 150 attendees enjoyed a traditional turkey 
dinner, lively conversation and some exuberant dancing. In the spirit 
of Thanksgiving, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude 
to the Emmanuel Lutheran community for making their facilities 
available to us – free of charge – for many years for not only social 
events but also cooking classes and photography workshops. 
They have been an invaluable partner to FDD.
     The holiday spirit continued the next day as we started a new 
tradition called ‘Sibling Saturday’ at Bowling Beacon on November 
11. The idea came from one of our newest board members, Ken 
Gilman, who explains his inspiration in our new Board Highlights 
column this month.  It was wonderful to see so many families and 
friends at this event and we look forward to more in the future! 
     In November, we also launched a pilot Junior Trailblazer 
Academy program for six high school students in partnership with 
the City of Naples after-school recreation program at the River Park 
Community Center. It’s another way that we are widening our scope 
and reaching more families in need of what FDD offers. Every 
weekday afternoon, from 3:30-5:30pm, two of our Trailblazer staff 
members under the direction of Trailblazer Program Director 
Madison McNally, are now teaching vocational skills, fitness, and life 
skills to these high school students.
     As FDD continues to grow and thrive, we only do so because of 
the support you bring to us through your donations, volunteering and 
participation in our events, programs and services. Please share 
your spirit of holiday giving by continuing that support before we 
usher out 2017, with many more wonderful and exciting 
opportunities on the horizon for our members and families in 2018. 
     Please visit www.fddswfl.org and click on “get involved” to gift the 
FDD and its mission to serve our community. Thank You!
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OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES 
THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING 
OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith 
President of the Board of 

Directors

Karen Govern

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

     Only one person in my life has 
consistently called me Kenneth as 
opposed to Ken or Kenny.  That 
person was my late special needs 
younger sister, Peggy.  Three words 
usually preceded her calling me 
Kenneth.  The three words were, “I 
love you, Kenneth.”  Peggy’s constant 
unconditional love towards me and 
others she met has influenced every aspect of my life.
     Throughout my life every interaction with the special needs 
community has given me much more than I have given them. 
As a recent full-time Naples resident, I heard about FDD and 
their mission (see bottom of page).Then, I visited the FDD office, 
met the FDD management team and members of the board and 
knew I shared the goals of this organization.  I wanted to get 
involved. 
     At the end of my visit, the FDD participants arrived back at 
the office from their daily Trailblazer trip, which consisted of work 
at several local businesses, lunch and bowling. I talked to the 
participants about their day and their enthusiasm and energy 
was overflowing. I could feel the love the students shared and the 
caring attitude of the FDD team. I was hooked as I recognized 
how much our area needs FDD. I am proud to now serve on the 
FDD Board and share the mission of the organization.

FOUNDATION: Board Highlights  

Ken Gilman 
Board Member
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Since he was about 4 years old, 
Tony Chimento claimed the New 
York Yankees as his baseball 
team. So, it seemed like destiny 
when he was asked to be a 
founding coach of the FDD 
baseball league in 2013 as a 
coach for the Yankees. “It seemed 
like a real coincidence. They’re the 
team I’ve been rooting for my 
whole life,” says Tony, who with his 
late wife bought a condo here in Naples in 1994. “From where 
we were in the northeast corner of Pennsylvania the Phillies 
and the Yankees were both about the same distance.” The 
father of Jolene, who is now 52, Tony has fond memories of 
coaching little league for eight years for her two older brothers 
back when they were young. “I have guys in their sixties who 
still come up to me and call me coach. So it feels real good to 
be doing it again,” he says. Back when Tony started coaching 
FDD’s inaugural baseball league in 2013, there were only two 
teams. Kicking off its sixth season this month, it’s up to four 
teams. The Chimentos first heard about FDD shortly after they 
started vacationing here in 1994 and got Jolene into the 
bowling league. After moving here as 6-month “snowbirds” in 
1997, they relied on FDD to keep their daughter happy with a 
social life through bowling and monthly social events. “She’s 
very friendly and enjoys getting out,” says Tony. “She does the 
Trailblazers two days a week and I’d really like to get her into 
to it full-time. She really likes it.”

Meet ToniAnn Molina, a 36-year-old. Born in Miami, she 
moved to Naples in 2004 when her parents retired. She has 
one brother. Her brother loves to tell her funny jokes and 
make her laugh. She loves the open landscape of the 
Golden Gate community where she has seven dogs: 2 
Dobermans; a French Bulldog; a Pug; a Dachshund; a 
Yorkie and a Japanese Chin. She also has 2 parrots and a 
Sun conure. Our adventurous friend enjoys traveling to 
Washington, D.C., and visiting the Air and Space Museum 
and The Treasury Department, where she finds it cool to 
see how money is printed. ToniAnn has been a part of FDD 
for four years. She enjoys bowling on Mondays and ceramic 
classes. The monthly events are fabulous because she 
meets with all her friends and has been able to be more 
sociable within a group setting. ToniAnn loves to swim and 
has been since she was 1 month old. Her parents took her 
to a famous swimming instructor from Russia who taught 
special swimming classes for newborns. Every day she 
helps her mother in the kitchen and learns from her father in 
his wood shop. Her favorite food is BBQ steak with potatoes 
and of course a salad. Iced tea is her favorite drink, 
especially blueberry or peach flavored.  She would like to 
learn to cook more. And her favorite color is pink!

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Bowling with FDD on Mondays 

Word Search Puzzles 

Listening to Blake Shelton & Country Music 

Playing with my Pets 

Swimming 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

"What can I help you with mom?”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM at Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 

BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
at Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight 

Tony Chimento

FOUNDATION: Member Profile  

ToniAnn Molina
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BASKETBALL:  
EVERY FRIDAY 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
at North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
MONDAYS 
5:00PM – 6:00PM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 

TUESDAYS 
1:30PM – 2:30PM 
Panera Bread  
2184 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 - AND -  
 

9:30AM – 10:30AM 
Whole Foods 
9101 Strada Pl.,  
Naples, FL 34108

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
EVERY TUESDAY 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
at FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. North 
Naples, FL 34108
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Josephine A. Morse
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org 

Caroline Randall
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
caroline@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 
madison@FDDswfl.org

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
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Naples Christmas Parade 
Tuesday, December 12  
Meet at 5:30PM 
Parade: 6:00PM to 8:00PM 
RSVP: Call (239)594-9007 or 
email info@fddswfl.org 
Come take part in the annual Christmas Parade by 
riding or walking along with the FDD’s float. More 
details on where to meet will be sent in an E-blast. 

Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 16 
Time: 6:00PM to 8:00PM 
Glades Country Club 
Dinner & Dancing 
RSVP: Call (239)594-9007 or 
email info@fddswfl.org by Friday December 8th 
Menu: Chicken Madeira, Risotto, Green Beans, Salad 
& Rolls.  

For more info call FDD office at 
239.594.9007

http://www.fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org

