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BIRTHDAYS 

Ruby Diaz   1/2 

Bruce Irvin   1/2 

Shelley Allette   1/4 

Junior Liberal   1/7 

Christine Rice   1/7 

Lauren Jolly   1/10 

Kimberly Smith   1/13 

Brittney Varilek   1/15 

Scott McMannus   1/18 

Taylor Quinn   1/19 

Dawn Coe   1/20 

Griffin Stanley   1/20 

Paul Stevens   1/27 

Walter Erickson   1/28 

Ernest Winegardner  1/29 

Cody Springer   1/30 

Gregory Buttowsky   1/31 

Happy Belated Birthday to 
Eric Barnes 12/5

DID YOU KNOW?  JANUARY IS THERAPEUTIC RECREATION MONTH

Lanctot 

Thank You Annual Business Sponsors
Law Office of 

Brandon R. Bytnar

Thank You to the Generous Donors  
That Make This Program Possible

   If you haven’t solidified a New Year’s 
resolution yet, we’ve got one for you. 
Commit now to support the FDD by 
encouraging your friends, neighbors and 
business associates to purchase tickets 
and/or sponsorships to the Star Gala.
   Started in 2004, the Star Gala is the 
annual fundraiser for the FDD, and an 
important source of funds that make our 
quality of life programs possible. This year’s 
celebratory event will be on March 10, 2018 
at the Ritz Carlton Golf Resort, with the 
theme of “Dancing Under the Stars.” 
   Co-chairs Carrie and John Cooney, 

pictured here with their family at last year’s gala, are energized to make it the biggest and best 
one yet. Your resolution will make that happen! 
   Go online to www.fddswfl.org/gala to purchase $350 tickets or to sponsor tables of 10 at levels 
starting at $3,500. Thank you for helping FDD shine the light on the abilities of all our members.
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A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high 
school individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

 
“I would like to put a thank you in the newsletter to secret Santa for paying  

for all of our members bowling on Monday the 4th of December.” 
- Stacy
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   I hope that this note finds you 
rejuvenated and settling well into the 
new year. As the Board glanced in the 
rearview mirror of 2017, we felt 
several emotions: gratitude for all 
things accomplished, joy for the 
people affected by our organization 
and hope for a stellar year to come.
   Speaking of stellar, I want to point 
your attention to a Board member that 
lights up our organization -- Mrs. Carrie 
Cooney. She and her husband, John, are this year’s Star Gala 
Chairs. This ever-important event is March 10th and helps to 
raise funds to sustain and expand FDD’s innovative programs 
and services that enhance the quality of life for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
   I urge you to get involved by becoming sponsors or attending 
and supporting this event that shines light on the abilities and 
accomplishments of our members. As stated earlier, the 
rearview mirror proved fulfilling, but it will pale in comparison to 
the windshield view of our future growth and sustainability.

   This month marks two years since  
I took over the helm at the FDD. It’s 
been an amazing adventure as we’ve 
expanded programming, grown our 
membership and launched our 

Trailblazer Academy. 
Yet, we still have many challenges on the horizon to fulfill the goals 
and aspirations we have for our members – including a center that 
provides adequate space and facilities and continuing to advocate for 
housing and employment. 
   That’s why it’s so vital that you encourage your friends, neighbors 
and business associates to support our cause at our Star Gala this 
year. Remember -- it’s the network of support that starts with you and 
spreads out into our community that is at the heart of the success of 
the FDD.
   As I reflect on what has made my experience with the FDD so 
rewarding, I think of all of you and how you made it possible. I am 
inspired every day by our members and their families, and the time, 
passion and energy you give to our organization.
   Each of you who are parents have sought us out because you are 
seeking a more fulfilling life for your family members. And, many of 
you volunteer to make our programs happen.  
   Your contributions are the lifeblood of the FDD. I am so grateful for 
each of you who serve as hosts for social events, lane captains for 
bowling, coaches for baseball, facilitators for our book club, vocational 
partners and supporters of our mission in many other ways.
   A great example of how parental devotion makes things happen 
here at the FDD is how much our Gala co-chairs Carrie and John 
Cooney have stepped up to enhance the quality of life of their son, 
Brett. 
   Last year, they led a fundraising campaign that paved the way for 
the launch of the Trailblazer Academy. Then Carrie volunteered to 
serve on the board of directors, which meets monthly to help steer  
the FDD.
   Going even further, Carrie offered to take on the monumental task  
of chairing this year’s gala and has put together an amazing 
committee. Carrie and her committee have tirelessly been recruiting 
sponsors, procuring amazing auction items and leading the way to 
make this the best event ever. 
   I am so grateful to work with Carrie and with all of you. Thanks for 
doing your part so that our Star Gala exceeds our expectations and 
propels our organization into an exceptional 2018!
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FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith  
President of the Board of Directors

Karen Govern

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT AND 
HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.



  3

It was a high school class reunion that 
ended up bringing Pam Eisenberg and 
her son Craig Conaway to Naples. 
While attending junior college in Miami 
back in the early ‘60s, Pam dated Barry 
Eisenberg who had attended her high 
school. That relationship didn’t last and 
the two went their separate ways. 
When they met again several years ago 
at their 50th high school reunion, the 
timing was right for them to begin 
dating again and to eventually marry. 
That led to Pam and Craig moving from Tampa to Naples in 2012. 
“Craig had been bowling in Tampa for years, so one of the first 
things I did was visit the bowling alley here to ask if there were any 
special needs programs,” says Pam. “The FDD league was there 
bowling – it was really the right place, right time.” Pam immediately 
joined the FDD; Craig started bowling the very next week and they 
started attending the monthly social events. Craig not only bowls, 
but also has participated in the Shooting Beauty photography 
class and actually has one of the FDD baseball teams named in 
his honor. He originally played on the Yankees when the FDD only 
had two teams. But, when it was time to add two more teams, he 
finally got his wish to play on the Tampa Rays. “It’s just been 
wonderful being a part of the FDD,” says Pam, adding that she 
volunteers as a bowling lane captain, has hosted two luaus, 
helped with Halloween party decorations and is hosting her 
second New Year’s Eve party this month. “I’ll help out wherever 
I’m needed.” 

Meet the talented Gina M. Gonzalez who has been involved 
with FDD since June of 2017. Want to know what "M." stands 
for? You should ask her sometime! Gina is thankful for how 
many new people she has met and new friends she has 
made through FDD. This lover of pizza and soda is originally 
from Los Angeles and now lives in Naples. There are a total 
of four people in Gina's family, not including her two dogs, 
Gigi and Mimi. You can often find Gina going places or 
watching TV with her brother who is always making her 
laugh. Of all the FDD activities, her favorites include playing 
sports and attending the dinner celebrations! When she is not 
in Naples, one of her favorite places to visit is Busch Gardens 
in Tampa, where you can ride roller coasters, see tons of 
safari animals and even feed birds. Day to day at home, her 
favorite activities includes coloring, watching TV or playing 
Nintendo. Want to know her favorite color, type of music to 
listen to and TV show to watch? Coming right up! Gina's 
favorite color is blue, she enjoys Disco music, and can most 
often be found watching Homicide Hunter. In addition to all of 
the fun stuff, Gina is a very hard worker. She recently got a 
job at Publix as a front service clerk, where she bags 
groceries and helps customers to their cars. Say hi to Gina  
at the next FDD event! 

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Playing Sports with FDD 

Attending FDD Dinner Celebrations 

Going to Busch Gardens in Tampa 

Working at Publix & Helping Customers 

Coloring at Home 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“I am thankful for all my friends and FDD!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM - Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 
BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
Woodside Lanes  
8525 Radio Rd. 
Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007 or info@fddswfl.org

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight  

Pam Eisenberg

FOUNDATION: Member Profile   

Gina Gonzalez
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BASKETBALL:  
FRIDAYS 
1:00PM - 2:30PM 
North Collier Regional Park  
15000 Livingston Rd. 
Naples, FL 34109

FDD BOOK CLUB 
MONDAYS 
5:00PM – 6:00PM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34102

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti

ART WITH MADISON:  
TUESDAYS 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. N., Naples, FL 34108

FDD BASEBALL LEAGUE:  
SATURDAYS 
10:00AM - 12:00PM 
Osceola Elementary School  
5770 Osceola Trail 
Naples, Fl 34109

TUESDAYS 
1:30PM – 2:30PM 
Panera Bread  
2184 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL 34102 
 - AND -  
 

9:30AM – 10:30AM 
Whole Foods 
9101 Strada Pl., Naples, FL 34108

COOKING WITH SANDRA:  
TUESDAYS 
10:00AM - 2:00PM 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
777 Mooring Line Dr., Naples, FL 34102
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman  
Lisa Kahn
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Josephine A. Morse
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org 

Caroline Randall
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
caroline@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 
madison@FDDswfl.org

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Karla Faxas  
Martin Del Hierro
Mary Mitchell

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
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Return Service 
Requested

Freedom Waters Cruise 
Tuesday, January 30 
Time: 11:30AM – 2:30PM 
Open to the first 20 FDD 
members & family members 
who have not yet cruised on the 
Lady Jane. Lunch and water included. No cost.  
RSVP: (239)594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org 

Felted Flower Workshop  
Friday, February 23 
Time: 9:00AM – 12:30PM 
The Naples Art Association 
invites FDD members to create flowers with felt artist 
Leanne Kroetsch. Space is limited.  
Cost: $20/member.  
RSVP: (239)594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org 

For more info call FDD office at 
239.594.9007

 
 

 
 

IMPROV at Naples Players!  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
12:30PM - 1:30PM 

Sugden Community Theater  
701 5th Ave. South 
Naples, FL 34102 

Award-winning director Craig Price leads FDD members through fun 
and essential lessons in how to socialize, be interviewed and unleash 

creativity. $5/session. Starts January 10 and runs for ten weeks. 

[ Please call the office at (239) 594-9007 or email 
info@fddswfl.org to sign up today ]

http://www.fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org

