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BIRTHDAYS 

William Logan   10/1 

Tommy Guthrie   10/2 

Andy Lents   10/4 

Lizette Avila   10/7 

Erin Kozlowski   10/7 

Amy (Walker) Berman 10/8 

Asia McCulloch   10/8 

Janie Combee   10/9 

Adrianna DeVivo   10/9 

Linda Gladden   10/11 

Annie Collins   10/13 

Denice Hunt   10/13 

Chuck Hockemeyer   10/15 

William Iacono   10/17 

Hadley Payne   10/17 

Allie Sileno   10/17 

Kimberly Loderhose   10/20 

Devon Herrington   10/21 

Matthew Maloney   10/21 

Allison Occhinero   10/22 

Melissa Cox   10/23 

Chuck McEwen   10/28 

Armando Rodriguez   10/28 

Joseph Meinert   10/30 

Adam Vignolo   10/30 

Russell Rochow   10/31 

CORRECTION: 9/4 
Shelley Renee Gillenwaters
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NEWSLETTER
DID YOU KNOW?  OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH

Thank You to the Generous Donors That Make This Program Possible

Angel Fund for Small Nonprofits

A vocational training, educational and life-enriching program for post-high school 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities

Bowlers Celebrate a Great Season!
In celebration of a great 2016-17 season, 128 bowlers earned trophies this year! At the 
2017 Bowling Awards Banquet on Saturday, September 23, at St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 
bowlers received their trophies from members of the Bonita Springs Lions Club. North 
and South League Coordinators Stacey Bolesky and Whitey Ellis took turns announcing 
each individual bowler’s top score and acknowledging their participation and unique 
contributions to team spirit. 

To qualify for individualized trophies, featuring the bowlers’ name and top score, bowlers 
participated in 15 non-competitive sessions over the last year. The Bonita Springs Lions 
Club sponsored the cost of the banquet, trophies and shirts, as they have for the last 13 
years. All bowlers beamed with pride as they came up to the stage to claim their trophies 
and new league shirts.  

Pat and Whitey Ellis, parents of Dennis Ellis, graciously planned and hosted the banquet. 
Whitey, who has dedicated the last 13 years as volunteer coordinator of the Woodside 
Bowland leagues, handed over the reins to Kathy Crevier (see member profile). FDD 
owes a huge debt of gratitude to Whitey for all he has done for the bowling program. 
Kudos to all the bowlers on their awards! Check out our FDD Facebook page for more 
photos and videos at www.facebook.com/foundationforthedevelopmentallydisabled. To 
join a league, email info@fddswfl.org or call the FDD office at (239)594-9007.
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Boo! Even though this month is 
Halloween, the witch Hurricane Irma 
brought terror and fright to our shores 
last month. In her wake, she left 
shattered homes, scattered trees and 
distraught dreams. 
 

She also brought opportunity. 
Opportunity to drive forward with  
a spirit of service. Opportunity to lend 
a helping hand to our neighbors and 
community. Specifically within our FDD community, she 
brought opportunity to our staff to demonstrate how effective 
and mission oriented they are. With no power and no water, 
Karen Govern had the staff to her home to discuss "how do 
we serve our members regardless?..." The bowling banquet 
was rescheduled and successfully raised levels of serotonin 
in our community with awards, smiles and praise. The staff 
continued operations and secured off site locations for the 
successful Trailblazer Academy.  
 

One could say, it is scary to see how a determined staff  
and community can quickly continue to serve our members 
and their families in the face of adversity. On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, I truly hope that you are returning to 
normalcy with minimal property damage and full safety.

Hurricane Irma was a powerful 
storm that struck Southwest Florida 
with a vengeance. But, it was not  
as powerful as the resilience and 
strength of the people in our 

community who have come together to help each other recover  
and restore. Many still face a long road to recovery and our hearts 
go out to those trying to rebuild their lives, homes and businesses. 
FDD was very fortunate as our office suffered no damage, but we 
were without power for two weeks. I want to thank and commend 
our wonderful FDD staff - Barbara, Anne Marie, Madison, Karla, 
Andrew, Krystina and Mary – for working diligently to stay in 
communication with our FDD community and resuming as many 
programs and activities as we could under the circumstances. 

As we are all aware, so many of our programs would not be 
possible without support from our community partners. Several  
of those partners are still facing challenges in getting their 
organizations up and running again, so we ask for your patience  
as we adjust schedules and even seek alternative locations. 
We will, of course, continue to communicate information as we 
receive it.

However, many organizations have reopened their doors, allowing 
us to keep our programs and events going. Thank you to St. Leo’s 
Catholic Church for so promptly rescheduling the Bowling Banquet 
– it was so wonderful to see so many participants and families at 
this event. We are looking forward to the Halloween Party on 
October 27 also at St. Leo’s. Naples Art Association restarted clay 
classes for FDD and our 4th Photography Workshop is coming up 
with the exhibition at Naples Art Association on October 19. Special 
thanks also to House of Gaia for providing meeting space for the 
Trailblazer Academy when the FDD office was still without power. 

Supporting each other is what a caring community is all about. FDD 
is proud to be a part of our SWFL community. 
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OUR MISSION 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  

AND THEIR FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION, SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES; ADVOCATING FOR EMPLOYMENT 
AND HOUSING OPTIONS; AND RAISING COMMUNITY AWARENESS.

NEWS  
& NOTES  
Letter from the 
Executive Director

FOUNDATION: Board News  

Ed Smith  
President of the Board of DirectorsKaren Govern

Lanctot 
Law 

Thank You to Our Annual 
Business Sponsors

Law Office of 
Brandon R. Bytnar
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I worked in the Collier County 
School system in an ESE 
classroom, which is where I first 
became aware of FDD when  
a spokesperson came to do  
a presentation to my class. I was 
very interested in the foundation, 
but I knew that I had to retire 
before my son, Beau, and I joined. 
When I retired, we joined and it  
has been an excellent experience! 
We have made many new friends 
through our association with FDD.

Socialization skills for all are without doubt very important. With that 
in mind, we go to many of the FDD events and we especially enjoy 
going to the Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre.  

Beau bowls and plays baseball -- he’s on the Yankees team. Now 
that Beau’s dad has also retired, we have truly made it a family affair. 
I was asked recently to consider becoming the Woodside PM 
Bowling League Coordinator. After some thought and consideration,  
I agreed! I look forward to working with our afternoon bowlers and 
their families. Watching and talking to all of the FDD participants is  
a total blessing for me. I like the fact that there is no ill will. Everyone 
high-fives and hugs are always welcome. They are all there to HAVE 
FUN! Thank you one and all for a great experience! I look forward  
to getting to know more of you at Woodside on Thursdays! I am truly 
blessed!

Dennis grew up in Indiana and moved to Naples in 2001 with his 
parents, Pat & Whitey Ellis. Over the past 16 years, Dennis has 
found great joy and made many friends through FDD. He is 
especially excited about getting out into the community through 
Trailblazer Academy over the last year. As someone who has 
always liked being active and helping out others, he enjoys the 
work opportunities at Royal Scoop, at the Naples Therapeutic 
Riding Center and working at the Bonita Springs Lions Club Thrift 
Store. Before joining Trailblazers, Dennis took his own initiative 
to help out in his neighborhood on Wednesdays by pulling in his 
neighbors’ trash containers. So, he’s always liked to find 
meaningful purpose in his days. He absolutely loves FDD parties 
and the Woodside Bowling League, where he also enjoys getting 
a diet coke at the bar. With a gift for eye-hand coordination, 
Dennis discovered golf after moving to Naples and is quite good 
at it. He’s quite adept at basketball as well, referring to himself  
as “a really good shooter.” Dennis is very excited to be moving 
into a Protected Harbor group home next month in South Fort 
Myers. He’ll have five housemates and says he looks forward  
to going to the Dairy Queen, bowling and church.

MY TOP 5 FUN THINGS TO DO 

Coming to Trailblazers 

Going to the “Heart Barn” 

Working at the Thrift Store 

Eating Lunch at FDD & Making New Friends 

BOWLING! 

MY FAVORITE PHRASE 

“GO TRAILBLAZERS!”

BOWLING: NORTH  
MONDAY LEAGUE 
10:00AM at Beacon Bowland 
5400 Tamiami Trail N,  
Naples, FL 34108 

BOWLING: SOUTH  
THURSDAY LEAGUE  
10:30AM -OR- 1:00PM  
at Woodside Lanes, 8525 Radio 
Rd, Naples, FL 34104

JOIN the FUN  
CALL 239.594.9007

FOUNDATION: Volunteer Spotlight  

Kathy Crevier

FOUNDATION: Member Profile   

Dennis Ellis

FOUNDATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED, INC. OCTOBER, 2017

ART WITH MADISON:  
EVERY TUESDAY 
3:30PM - 5:00PM 
at FDD Office  
868 99th Ave. North 
Naples, FL 34108

FDD BOOK CLUB 
TUESDAYS 
10:00AM – 11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 

1:30PM – 2:30PM 
Panera Bread  
2184 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
WEDNESDAYS 
10:00AM – 11:00AM 
Food & Thought 
2132 Tamiami Trail N.,  
Naples, FL 34102 
 - AND -  
 

9:30AM – 10:30AM 
Whole Foods 
9101 Strada Pl.,  
Naples, FL 34108

SUBMITTED BY: Nicole Coratti



  4

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edward Smith, President
Josh Rudnick, Vice President
Larry Novick, Treasurer
Stacy Bolesky, Secretary
Robin Boies
Carrie Cooney
Ken Gilman
Arnold Karp
Angela Lanctot
Domenic Lucarelli
Myles McHale
Jerry Schoenfeld, PhD  
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI
Cole Caruso
Josephine A. Morse
Ed Neville  

ADVISORY BOARD
Joe Benaroya
Frank Garbarino
Richard Gomez 
John P. Maloney

The Board of Directors meets the third Wednesday of each month. 
Please contact a board member before the first of the month regarding 
any topic you wish to bring to the Board’s attention.

FDD STAFF
Karen Govern  
Executive Director
karen@FDDswfl.org

Barbara Linstrom
Communications  
& Program Director
barbara@FDDswfl.org 

Anne Marie Greaves
Office Coordinator/
Development Associate  
annemarie@FDDswfl.org

TRAILBLAZER ACADEMY
Madison McNally 
Program Director 

Assistant Instructors
Andrew Baijnath 
Karla Faxas
Mary Mitchell
Krystina Szempruch

868 99th Ave. N, Naples FL 34108  • 239.594.9007

www.FDDswfl.org
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FDD’s First Sibling Saturday 
Saturday, November 11 
Starts at 12:30pm 
Beacon Bowland, 5400 Tamiami 
Trail N., Naples FL 
RSVP: by calling (239) 594-9007 
or info@fddswfl.org 
Come take part in the FDD’s first event especially for 
FDD members and their siblings and enjoy bowling 
two games and a pizza buffet with soda.  

Shooting Beauty & Creating Clay Exhibit 
Thursday, Oct. 19 
5:30-7:30pm 
Watson Gallery 
Naples Art 
Association 
Light hors d'oeuvres will be served.   
RSVP: by calling (239)594-9007 or info@fddswfl.org 

For more info call FDD office at 239.594.9007

mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
http://www.fddswfl.org
mailto:karen@fddswfl.org
mailto:barbara@fddswfl.org
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