
 

 

 
April 13, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Governor of Texas 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711-2428 
 
RE: NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) | RESTAURANT INDUSTRY RECOVERY EFFORTS 
 
Governor Abbott: 
 
Throughout the month of March, federal, state, and local officials recommended a number of commonsense 
practices in order to combat the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), including, but not limited to, the washing of 
hands and social distancing. Incrementally, cities and counties from across the state introduced emergency 
measures to protect the public from COVID-19. From closing certain businesses, to issuing shelter-in-place 
orders, policymakers worked diligently in an attempt to flatten the curve. 
 
On March 31st, you issued an executive order implementing essential services and activities protocols. Pursuant 
to the order, effective April 2, 2020, "every person in Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain 
essential services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the 
same household." Further, the order directs people to "avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants and food 
courts." 
 
There is no question that these unprecedented actions were issued in furtherance of our state's duty to protect 
the general welfare of our community. However, their intended benefits were unfortunately accompanied by 
unintended consequences. As a result of these public safety decisions, countless Texans who work in the 
restaurant industry have found themselves without a source of income. As Texas' second largest private sector 
employer, with 1.3 million employees servicing more than fifty thousand locations in every corner of the state, 
the restricted use of restaurants has already resulted in steep declines in year over year revenue.  
 
House District 103 is home to an array of dining experiences, none of which are immune to the effects of the 
coronavirus. From Farmers Branch and Irving, to Oak Lawn/Cedar Springs and the Bishop Arts District, 
which has cemented itself as one of Dallas' most distinct culinary neighborhoods, our small businesses have 
suffered immeasurable losses. This has led establishments to adjust their operational hours, reduce staff, and in 
many cases, shut their doors. During the first three weeks of March, restaurants across the country lost an 
estimated $2 billion in sales and laid off 300,000 Americans. The industry is currently forecasting a staggering 
loss of 500-600,000 jobs in the coming weeks. In turn, employees are left without a source of income, while 
rent, utilities, and other living expenses continue to loom in the distance. 
 



 

Last month, Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. This was an 
important first step on the road to recovery. However, it's now time for our state to step up and take decisive 
action. As customer traffic and overall sales continue to plummet, cash flow is more pivotal now than ever. 
 
On March 13th, your office filed a proclamation with the Office of the Secretary of State, declaring a state of 
disaster for all counties in Texas; and just yesterday, you renewed the Disaster Declaration. Pursuant to Section 
418.016 of the Texas Government Code, you suspended upon written approval "any order or rule of a state 
agency that would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster." Pursuant 
to this directive, and in support of a similar request by the Texas Restaurant Association, I ask that your office 
exercise its authority and work with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts to take the following actions: 
 

• Create tax credits with expedited processing for retaining employees during this crisis. These 
tax credits would be allocated to employers who keep employees on payroll to complement the 
forgivable loans offered in the recently Coronavirus, Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. 

• Defer property and franchise taxes. Deferring payments, without additional fees, will help to create 
additional cash flow for restaurants that desperately need assistance. 

 
In addition, I request that your office work with the courts to take the following actions: 

• Prohibit landlords from evicting or foreclosing restaurants for non-payment of rent or 
mortgages during the COVID-19 crisis. Considering the circumstances, restaurants should be 
permitted to schedule payments for rent over a series of months following the expiration of local and 
state emergency orders, and after the crisis abates. 

• Prohibit utilities from shutting off services to restaurants due to lack of payment during the 
duration of local and state emergency orders. These services include water, electricity, gas, cable, 
and telephone lines. These payments may be made over the series of months after the crisis abates. 

 
Although these orders alone will not eliminate the impact of this global pandemic, they will serve as vital first 
steps in our attempt to return back to normalcy. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Rafael Anchía 
 
CC: The Honorable Glenn Hegar, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts  


