
1The Sacred Name Broadcaster,  1/2022  a publication of Assemblies of Yahweh



Page 1

January 2022
Volume LIII, Number 10

An Assemblies of Yahweh publication.
Assemblies of Yahweh, The Narrow Way Newsletter,  
The Sacred Name Broadcaster, The Sacred Name 
 Broadcast, The Sacred Scriptures, The Sacred Name 
Telecast, and WMLK Radio are Service Marks and Trade-
marks of  Assemblies of Yahweh, Bethel, PA 19507

Yahweh has created the earth to 
feed His creation with its harvests. 
Even though the seasons change, 
we understand that it is according 
to His purpose. "For as the rain 
comes down and the snow from 
heaven, and returns not there, 
but waters the earth, and makes 
it bring forth and bud, and gives 
seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater...." (Isaiah 55:10).

Yahweh has promised that each 
of us who keep His commandments 
will be blessed. Our cup will run over 
with plenty, and we will eat "old 
store long kept." (Leviticus 26:10).

The Philadelphia Assembly will 
keep His Word and never deny His 
Name. Make your calling and election 
sure, and Yahweh's blessings will be 
poured out upon you.

"Because you did keep the word 
of my patience, I will also keep 
you from the hour of trial, that 
hour which is to come upon the 
whole world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth." (Revela-
tion 3:10).

Do you have a Psalm 91 Faith?

1 Heart-Shaped Heathenism
Have you searched out the origins of the holidays that you 
observe? The observance of unscriptural holidays in this 
worldly system appears to be an almost universal practice, yet 
the members of the Assemblies of Yahweh diligently reject all 
pagan customs.

5 Change in the Priesthood
From the first mention of a priesthood in the Bible (Genesis 
14:18) to the last reference found in Revelation 20:6, the priest-
hood acceptable to Yahweh was changed several times. Why is 
this fact significant? Read this article to perceive the reasons.

10 Fulfilling the Great Commission
A charge has been committed to us in Matthew 28:19-20 to 
teach all nations and baptize the repentant believers into 
Yahshua’s Name. The Great Commission will soon be fulfilled. 
What will be your response?
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

The observance of unscriptural 
holidays in this worldly system 
appears to be an almost univer-
sal practice. The members of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh frequently 
receive criticism from those who 
live around them for not partici-
pating in the seemingly harmless 
festivities of the worldly holidays. 
Invariably, those who ridicule 
these stalwart defenders of the 
scriptural Faith have themselves 
never searched out the origins of 
the holidays which they are ad-
vocating! If they had, they might 
be surprised! 

Among these seemingly harm-
less holidays, which are widely 
observed by the world today, is 
Saint Valentine’s Day. Where did 

this seemingly “innocent” obser-
vance of decorating with hearts, 
exchanging cards with loving 
messages, and holding parties for 
the children originate? Can we, 
as children of Yahweh, take part 
in this worldly holiday, or any of 
the other common worldly obser-
vances? Let us take a closer look 
at Saint Valentine’s Day, and we 
shall unearth the buried pagan 
roots behind the observance. 

Pagan Roots Discovered 
Centuries before the birth of 

Yahshua the Messiah, it is re-
corded that the Romans were 
observing a popular holiday called 
Lupercalia. The description of this 
ancient festival, as it appears in 

the World Book Encyclopedia, 
makes the astonishing asser-
tion that this was an ancient 
pagan fertility rite which became 
Chr-stianized in 496 Common Era, 
by Pope Gelasius. 

The Romans celebrated the 
feast of Lupercalia to represent a 
lover’s festival for young people. 
Young men and women chose 
partners for the festival by draw-
ing names by chance from a box. 
Then, the partners exchanged 
simple gifts as a sign of affection. 
They usually continued to enjoy 
one another’s company long after 
the festival ended. Many such 
courtships ultimately ended in 
marriage. 

After the spread of Chr-stianity, 

Among these seemingly harmless holidays, 
which are widely observed by the world today, is 
Saint Valentine’s Day. Where did this seemingly  
“innocent” observance of decorating with hearts, 

exchanging cards with loving 
messages, and holding parties 

for the children originate? 
Let us take a closer look 
at Saint Valentine’s Day, 

and we shall unearth 
the buried pagan roots 

behind the observance.
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the clergy sought to confer a 
Chr-stian meaning upon this 
pagan festival. In 496, Pope 
Gelasius changed the Lupercalia 
festival of February 15 to Saint 
Valentine’s Day on February 14. 
Nevertheless, the sentimental 
symbolism and meaning of the 
old festival has remained up to 
the present time. 

What does this revealing ency-
clopedia reference tell us? First, 
the modern-day observance of 
Saint Valentine’s Day has been 
lifted directly out of paganism 
and ancient idolatry, and it is 
now considered to be accept-
able in ch-rchianity, because it 
has been blessed by a past high 
priest of the Catholic Ch-rch. The 
Chr-stian ch-rches evidently imag-
ine that they must somehow bend  
Yahweh’s Word to convert the 
pagan, heathen peoples. Could 
that be a valid belief and can such 
practice be found legitimized in 
Yahweh’s Word? 

Eschew Evil and Do Good 
“Thus says Yahweh, Learn 

not the way of the nations…” 
(Jeremiah 10:2). Yahweh inspired 
Jeremiah to write this passage, 
wherein He commands us not to 
learn the way of the nations (hea-
then), meaning the unconverted 
people who live around us. Yet, it 
seems that many of the customs 
found in the pagan world of uncon-
verted mankind are lifted directly 
out of heathen cultures and then 
sanctified by ch-rchianity as bibli-
cally approved holidays. 

Yahweh’s response to idolatry 
and the pagan practices which the 
people have absorbed from their 
culture can be found in 1 Cor-
inthians 10:14: “THEREFORE, 
MY BELOVED, FLEE FROM 
IDOLATRY!” 

We cannot become involved with 
obviously unscriptural practices 
that are promulgated by the world 

around us, because their founda-
tion is not rooted in Scripture. 
Saint Valentine’s Day is little more 
than a Chr-stian-coated fertility 
rite, with sexual connotations and 
phallic symbols. We have seen 
from the Sacred Scriptures how 
Yahweh discourages our participa-
tion in such abominable customs. 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 makes the 
point that we should consider our 
bodies to symbolize the Temple of 
the Holy Spirit and, as a result, 
our body should be kept pure from 
spiritual, physical, and idolatrous 
practices of any kind. Can we, as 
followers of Almighty Yahweh and 
His beloved Son Yahshua, engage 
in something as flagrantly sinful 
as the observance of Saint Valen-
tine’s Day? 

Yahweh’s chosen people, who 
will be saved at Yahshua’s Second 
Coming, are described in such pas-
sages as Revelation 12:17, 14:12, 
and 18:4. Yahshua the Messiah 
tells us that we must keep the 
commandments of Yahweh if we 
hope to enter the eternal Kingdom 
of Yahweh. Saint Valentine’s Day 
(along with many of the other 
observances of Chr-stianity) is 
neither commanded in the Sacred 
Scriptures, nor can it be found 
contained in the Faith of Yahshua. 
We must eliminate all pagan, 
idolatrous Babylonish practices 
if we expect to be accepted as 
righteous and True members of 
the Body of the Messiah at His 
Second Coming. 

Who Was Saint Valentine? 
For all the fanfare and notoriety 

given Saint Valentine’s Day, we 
find that very few people even 
know who Saint Valentine was. 
Under the subject “Valentina” in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Eleventh Edition, is found what is 
intended to represent the histori-
cal record of Saint Valentine. “The 
name of a considerable number of 

saints. The most celebrated are the 
two martyrs whose festivals fall on 
the 14th of February—the one, a 
Roman priest, the other, bishop of 
Terni. The Passion of the former 
is part of the legends of Saints 
Marius and Martha and their 
companions; that of the latter has 
no better historical foundation: so 
that no argument can be drawn 
from either account to establish the 
differentiation of the two saints. 
It would appear from the two ac-
counts that both belonged to the 
same period, that both died on 
the same day; and that both were 
buried on the Via Flaminia. For 
the peculiar observances that used 
to be commonly connected with 
St. Valentine’s Eve and Day, to 
which allusion is made by English 
writers, their appropriateness to 
the spring season is, in a general 
way perhaps, obvious enough, 
but the association of the lover 
festival with St. Valentine seems 
to be purely accidental.” 

One definition of the term saint 
found in the Webster’s New 
World Dictionary is as follows: 
In certain Chr-stian ch-rches, a 
person officially recognized as hav-
ing lived an exceptionally holy life, 
and thus as being in heaven and 
capable of interceding for sinners; 
canonized person. 

Can such a belief be substanti-
ated in Scripture? The Assemblies 
of Yahweh has published material 
wherein we have fully explained 
the scriptural teaching concerning 
the impossibility of any person 
having an immortal, never-dying 
soul. Yahweh, alone, has immortal-
ity (1 Timothy 6:16). Read it! Also, 
there is no command recorded in 
the Bible that anyone should pray 
to the dead for the intercession of 
those living ones who sin. Would 
that not be necromancy, which is 
strongly condemned in Deuter-
onomy 18:9-14? 

“Therefore will I divide him 
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a portion with the great, and 
he shall divide the plunder 
with the strong; because he 
poured out his soul to death, 
and was numbered with the 
transgressors: yet he bore the 
sin of many, and made inter-
cession for the transgressors,” 
(Isaiah 58:12). Yahshua the Mes-
siah, alone, is our intercessor. 
We must build our Faith upon 
the instructions of the Bible, not 
upon the edicts of men. Romans 
8:34 shows clearly that Yahshua is 
the one seated at the right hand 
of Yahweh, making intercession 
for the saints. The origin of pray-
ing to and for the dead traces to 
Babylonish paganism and has no 
basis whatsoever in the Scrip-
tures. (See Two Babylons, by 
Alexander Hislop.) 

From the historical accounts 
quoted, we find that the keeping 
of Saint Valentine’s Day actually 
bears no relationship to the men 
(who are supposedly commemo-
rated), nor to the manner in which 
this day is observed! Where, then, 
did the popular Saint Valentine’s 
Day festivities originate? 

As the historical authorities 
have acknowledged, St. Valen-
tine’s Day traditions bear many 
similarities to the ancient Roman 
observance called Lupercalia 
(luperus, Zupus = wolf). It was a 
fertility festival with licentious 
rites held on February 15 in honor 
of Lupercus, a pastoral [elohim] 
sometimes identified with Faunus. 
(Could this be the source of calling 
a male who chases women a wolf?) 

Symbols of Saint 
Valentine’s Day 

Cupid: If most of the Valen-
tine’s Day symbolism originated in 
paganism, what should we think 
of the traditions associated with 
it? Cupid, the innocent-looking, 
little boy with the wings we find 
portrayed on the little red hearts 

of many of the cards exchanged by 
youngsters, is described in Web-
ster’s New World Dictionary 
as, the [mighty one] of love, son 
of Venus; usually represented as a 
winged boy with bow and arrow 
and identified with the Greek 
[mighty one] Erosa, representa-
tion of Cupid as a naked, winged 
cherub, as on a valentine. “The boy 
[mighty one] came to be regarded 
as ‘the [mighty one] of the heart’,” 
Two Babylons, pg. 189. The bow 
and arrow carried by Cupid can 
possibly be traced to Nimrod, the 
mighty hunter! He was the first 
man to create a humanly-ruled 
kingdom in direct opposition to 
Yahweh. Cupid, then, is proven to 
be a representation of the mighty 
hunter of love and passion as he 
goes about searching for willing 
hearts to pierce by shooting his 
arrows. Will they lose their deco-
rum and act as he does? 

Hearts: Are not those cute val-
entine cards children give to one 
another pagan? Is there even ONE 
thing about Saint Valentine’s Day 
that is not derived from heathen 
origins? Think again, my friend! 
The etymology of the word for 
heart is traceable to the Chal-
dean language, where you find 
the word was Bel or Bal, which is 
actually a shortened form of the 
word Baal! (See Two Babylons, 
pg. 190.) The worship of Nimrod 
and Baal appears to be virtually 
identical! Our Bible tells us that 
the names of Baal (which are, 
incidentally, being employed in 
common worship by religion today) 
will be removed from the mouths 
and minds of Yahweh’s people 
(Hosea 2:16-17). Must you wait 
until this act is done forcibly? Why 
not change now and voluntarily 
remove these unsanctified names 
of worship? 
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the keeping of Saint Valentine’s Day actually bears 

no relationship to the men (who are supposedly 
commemorated), nor to the manner in which 

this day is observed! 
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The shape of the human, physi-
cal heart does not bear much of 
a resemblance to the heart as it 
is portrayed on valentines and 
elsewhere during the year. History 
tells us that this popular-shaped 
heart of worldly design is the styl-
ized representation of the female 
buttocks (Horrors!). 

From this brief study, we notice 
that most aspects of the seemingly 
innocuous holidays and obser-
vances of the world are proven in 
reality to represent a carryover 
from ancient paganism. Never-
theless, people will defend these 
worldly observances and precepts 
of men, while vehemently oppos-
ing those days which Yahweh has 
sanctioned and commanded us 
to keep holy. Why should anyone 
reject holy days commanded in the 
Word of Yahweh, while simultane-
ously keeping holidays that bear 
the unmistakable watermark of 
ancient, pagan, idolatrous obser-
vances? 

The Assemblies of Yahweh 
teaches that we must remain 

silent where the Bible is silent 
and speak strongly where the 
Bible speaks strongly. Nowhere in 
the Bible can one find command-
ments instructing us to 
set aside days to offer 
worship for (or to) dead 
men and women, much 
less does it command 
us to observe and keep 
fertility rites traceable 
to ancient, pagan obser-
vances. 

Since Yahweh has pro-
hibited us from allowing 
ourselves to fall into the 
pagan, heathen practices 
that characterize the el-
ementary rules of life in 
the world around us, we 
should prove ALL things 
and HOLD FAST ONLY 
TO THAT WHICH IS 
GOOD (1 Thessalonians 
5:21). 

Will you seriously scrutinize the 
days which are kept by the people 
of the world and compare them to 
what appears in Yahweh’s Word? 

Prove  t o 
yourse l f 
from the 
B i b l e 
that we 
m u s t 
o b s e r v e 
Yahweh’s 
holy days 

a s  c o m -
manded in 

Leviticus 23 
and then keep 

them INSTEAD 
OF HOLY DAYS 

THAT ARE NOT 
COMMANDED by the 

Most High Yahweh in 
His Word. Why not request 

our free literature wherein we 
analyze Yahweh’s commanded holy 
days of Leviticus 23? The articles 
are entitled, Yahweh’s Sacred 
Appointments and How to 
Keep Yahweh’s Holy Days. The 
articles are free. Request them by 
writing to: Assemblies of Yahweh, 
PO Box C, Bethel, PA, 19507. 
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An important doctrine neglected 
by nominal Christianity but most 
significant to True Worship runs 
prominently like a thread through 
the entire sacred Scriptures. It 
specifies who shall at all times 
serve as the direct representa-
tives of Almighty Yahweh on this 
earth. This doctrine directs who 
shall stand in the position of as-
sembly leadership before Almighty 
Yahweh. The duties relating to the 
ministry of these men bear heavily 
upon the position held today by 
Yahshua the Messiah, who serves 
as our High Priest. 

Kohen—Intermediary 
Between Yahweh and Man 

At the outset of this study it is 
imperative that we understand the 
meaning of the Hebrew word for 
priest (kohen). If you peruse the 
Strong’s Concordance you will 
find the word kohen listed under 
# 3548, and it means “one who of-
ficiates, a priest.” This word traces 
to the root kahen, number 3547, 
a prime root which means “to 
mediate as a priest,” or figu-
ratively “to put on regalia.” 
The Brown, Driver, and Briggs 
Hebrew-English Lexicon associ-

ates the root to the cognate Arabic 
verb “divine” [a holy man] or “to 
become a seer.” A kohen was a 
guardian of an oracle or serving 
at a sanctuary. It was their duty 
to serve at religious functions that 
featured sacrifices. 

Kohen— Yahweh’s  
Selected Representatives 
It is interesting to note that the 

first use of the word kohen in the 
Bible may be found in Genesis 
14:18. “And Melchizedek king of 
Salem brought forth bread and 
wine: and he was priest [Hebrew—
Kohen] of El Elyon.” 

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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Melchizedek therefore is the 
first priest mentioned in the Bible. 
You will notice that he was des-
ignated as the priest (the direct 
representative or intermediary) of 
El Elyon. When you turn to verse 
22 in this same chapter, Abram 
refers to Yahweh as El Elyon (El 
Almighty). Yahweh is the only 
Almighty Elohim, exalted high 
and lifted up. 

Significantly then, the first 
mention of a priest in the Bible is 
of Melchizedek. We shall see in the 
New Testament that Yahshua the 
Messiah is called a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek. 
Therefore, Yahshua today repre-
sents Yahweh, standing between 
the Most High and His people. 

As we have seen, Melchizedek 
was the king of Salem. Simultane-
ously, his office merged into one 
function—the office of both priest 
and king. All of these ancient Old 
Testament types were, or shall be, 
fulfilled by Yahshua the Messiah. 

The Priesthood of 
National Israel 

Almighty Yahweh chose Moses 
to lead an enslaved Israel out 
of Egypt to freedom. The sacred 
Scriptures indicate that before 
the Exodus the patriarch of each 
family historically served as the 
priest for that family. By turning 
to Genesis 35 it can be determined 
that Jacob performed the duties 
of the high priest for his family. 
He built the worship ceremony 
for his sizeable household. 

Similarly, Cain and Abel 
brought sacrifices to Yahweh 
(Genesis 4). You will notice that 
when Abraham entered the prom-
ised land, he built several altars 
for the worship of Yahweh. This 
would confirm that he served as 
the priest for his own family and 
household. Please see Genesis 4:8; 
13:18; chapter 22. Isaac also at 
Beersheba built an altar (Genesis 

26:25). We must also consider the 
fact that these men and this one 
family were the only representa-
tives of True Worship on the earth 
at that time. 

It is interesting to observe that 
when Moses fled from Egypt after 
killing the cruel Egyptian task-
master, Almighty Yahweh led him 
to the home of Reuel (or Jethro), 
who was described as priest of 
Midian (Exodus 3:16 and 3:1). 
The Bible student must conclude 
that Moses, while he lived there, 
obviously had ample opportunity 
to learn True Worship from this 
knowledgeable, spiritually minded 
individual. Moses even married 
the daughter of Jethro whose 
name was Zipporah, cementing 
his relationship with the priest 
of Midian. 

It is the opinion of the author 
that various authentic written 
records, perhaps some of them dat-
ing from the distant time of Adam, 
were passed down as a witness 
from father to son by the early 
patriarchs. You will remember 
that Midian was a son of Abraham 
by Keturah (Genesis 25:1-2). Usu-
ally at the death of an individual 
the children remaining at home 
(especially the younger children) 
will have the prime opportunity 
to select for themselves various 
possessions of the deceased. In 
this way Midian could have come 
into possession of these sacred 
historical documents which he 
then passed down to his descen-
dants, among them perhaps the 
oldest of family, the one who was 
inclined toward religion—Reuel (or 
Jethro). This is how Moses could 
have come to possess documents 
which comprised the record of the 
human family since the creation 
of this earth. 

During the course of his 40 
years of service as a sheepherder 
for his father-in-law, Moses would 
have had ample time for studying 

these documents carefully, medi-
tating upon them, researching 
them, and making them a central 
part of his life experience. Moses 
could also have learned from Je-
thro, this knowledgeable priest of 
Midian, many additional things 
proving the document’s authen-
ticity and the True Worship they 
represented that had been passed 
down through verbal transmission 
from very ancient times.

When Israel came out of Egypt, 
they had no high priestly fam-
ily. Scriptures indicate that the 
firstborn of each family, up to this 
point, had continued the tradition 
of serving as the priesthood. This 
conclusion may be partially deter-
mined from Exodus 24:5. These 
young men mentioned here were 
probably the firstborn children of 
the families. You will recall that 
the firstborn were sanctified from 
the womb as special servants to 
Almighty Yahweh. In Exodus 
13:11-15 we read: 

“And it shall be, when 
Yahweh shall bring you into 
the laud of the Canaanite, as 
he swore to you and to your 
fathers, and shall give it to 
you, that you shall set apart 
to Yahweh all that opens the 
womb, and every firstling 
which you have that comes 
of a beast; the males shall be 
Yahweh’s. And every firstling of 
an ass you shall redeem with 
a lamb; and if you will not re-
deem it, then you shall break 
its neck: and all the first-born 
of man among your sons you 
shall redeem. And it shall be 
be, when your son asks you in 
time to come, saying, What is 
this? That you shall say to him, 
By strength of hand Yahweh 
brought us out of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage: and it 
came to pass, when Pharaoh 
would hardly let us go, that 
Yahweh killed all the first-born 
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of beast: therefore I sacrifice 
to Yahweh all that opens the 
womb, being male; but all the 
first-born of my sons I redeem.” 

He selected those for His own 
service. They were set apart as 
people sanctified to represent the 
Most High. 

Levi—the Chosen Family 
While Moses received the two 

stone tablets on which was in-
scribed Yahweh’s covenant law, 
the Israelites engaged in a riot-
ous pagan feast. Moses was on 
the mountain communing with 
Yahweh. He could not adequately 
supervise his charges, so entropy 
(disorder and confusion) set in. 
Upon his return, Moses discovered 
this abject, sinful immorality in 
progress. Thereupon, he called 
all the people faithful to Yahweh 
to assist him in carrying out 
Yahweh’s judgment. Those who 
instantly obeyed Moses’ authority 
were the sons of Levi. 

The paranomasia here can be 
interesting because the word Levi 
means “joiner.” Levi had joined 
himself to Yahweh when Moses, 
Yahweh’s chosen servant, needed 
assistance. Please see Exodus 
32:25-29. 

“And when Moses saw that 
the people were broken loose, 
(for Aaron had let them loose 
for a derision among their 
enemies,) then Moses stood 
in the gate of the camp, and 
said, Whoever is on Yahweh’s 
side, let him come to me. And 
all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together to him. 
And he said to them, In this 
manner says Yahweh, the 
Elohim at Israel, Put each man 
his sword on his thigh, and 
go back and forth from gate 
to gate throughout the camp, 
and each one kill his brother, 
and his companion, and his 
neighbor. And the sons of Levi 

did according to the word of 
Moses: and there fell of the 
people that day about three 
thousand men. And Moses said, 
Set yourselves apart today, for 
Yahweh, since each man was 
against his son, and against 
his brother; that he may bestow 
on you a blessing this day.” 
(Exodus 32:25-29) 

When Yahweh called, the Lev-
ites hastily volunteered their 
support. That blessing Almighty 
Yahweh pronounced upon the Lev-
ites for their obedience gave them 
a continuing blessing from Him 
as His selected representatives 
who would remain close to Him. 

When Almighty Yahweh gave 
the pattern for constructing the 
Tabernacle of Israel in the wilder-
ness, He selected Aaron and his 
family to be His chosen repre-
sentative priests. Notice Exodus 
40:12-16. 

“And you shall bring Aaron 
and his sons to the door of 
the tent of meeting and shall 
wash them with water. And 
you shall put upon Aaron the 
holy garments; and you shall 
anoint him, and sanctity him, 

that he may minister to me in 
the priest’s office: and their 
anointing shall be to them 
for an everlasting priesthood 
throughout their generations. 
In this manner did Moses: ac-
cording to all that Yahweh 
commanded him, so he did.” 

However, this selection evi-
dently caused a great deal of 
jealousy among certain elements 
of Israel, especially after Nadab 
and Abihu, Aaron’s two sons, 
were found unworthy and were 
destroyed by Almighty Yahweh’s 
instant judgment. 

It seems as though a spirit of 
unrest raced through the camp 
of Israel because of their unbelief 
and rejection of Yahweh’s will. 
Israel was subsequently hurled 
back and condemned to spend 
forty years in the wilderness 
until the older Israelites died. A 
rising tide of animosity developed 
against Yahweh’s chosen leader, 
Moses. Along with His chosen 
priesthood, Aaron and his family, 
these two great leaders endured 
a severe test. A primary reason 
why the Korah rebellion developed 
(Numbers 16), was due to unjust 

par·o·no·ma·sia
/ˌperənōˈmāZH(ē)ə/

a play on words; a pun.

The paranomasia here can be 
interesting because the word Levi 
means “joiner.” Levi had joined himself 
to Yahweh when Moses, Yahweh’s 
chosen servant, needed assistance. 
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criticism of Yahweh’s chosen lead-
ers by people who thought they 
could do a better job. 

Korah was the son of Izhar, a 
descendant of Kohath. Dathan, 
Abiram, and On were descen-
dants of Reuben. Reuben, you 
remember, was the firstborn of 
Israel’s children. This firstborn 
family of Jacob, Reuben had a 
personal problem, and Yahweh 
had rejected them. (See Genesis 
49:4 and 1 Chronicles 5:1) It was 
Yahweh’s place to designate His 
chosen priests. Israel should have 
submitted to that decision. 

But this did not stop Korah 
and his rebellious cohorts from 
offering up prayers or performing 
in the office of priest by putting 
incense on fire in the censers. That 
Yahweh rejected this offering is 
made quite plain as He consumed 
the 250 rebellious people who 
followed these wicked men when 
they so strenuously opposed Moses 
and Aaron. 

We must remember that Moses 
and Aaron were men of upright-
ness and truth. Yahweh had 
selected them to be His direct 
personal representatives. There-
fore, any opposition against 
these chosen leaders would actu-
ally constitute outright rebellion 
against Almighty Yahweh and His 
authority. 

In Numbers 17 Almighty 
Yahweh Himself gave Israel a 
sign to point out who He had 
personally chosen to serve as His 
priests. Yahweh said, “Speak to 
the children of Israel and take 
of them rods, one for each, 
princes according to their fa-
ther’s house twelve rods...and 
it shall come to pass, that the 
rod of the man whom I shall 
choose shall bud: and I will 
make to cease from me the 
murmurings of the children 
of Israel, which they murmur 
against you.” (Numbers 17:2, 5) 

“And Yahweh said to Moses, 
Put back the rod of Aaron 
before the testimony, to be 
kept for a token against the 
children of rebellion: that you 
make an end of their murmur-
ing against me, that they die 
not.” (verse 10) Yahweh obviously 
considered any opposition to His 
supernatural direction and power 
to constitute rebellion against His 
omnipotent authority. 

We must be careful, even in our 
time today, that we do not oppose 
what Yahweh has brought about 
and established. When Almighty 
Yahweh makes a declaration and 
begins a work, we must never op-
pose that ministry (Acts 5:34-39) 
or we will be fighting not against 
men but against Yahweh Himself. 

The lessons we can learn from 
this scriptural episode are quite 
clear. We may never doubt or show 
unbelief or impatience with what 
Almighty Yahweh does. We must 
fit ourselves completely into His 
plans and purposes, rather than to 
force Him to submit to us, which 
is the case so frequently with arro-
gant, egotistical, and unconverted 
men. In all things we must obey 
the wishes of our all-knowing 
Heavenly Father Yahweh. 

Levitical Family Selected 
The family of Levi had vol-

untarily joined themselves to 
Yahweh’s chosen representatives, 
and they demonstrated their love 
and respect for Almighty Yahweh. 
Therefore, Yahweh selected the 
entire family to assist the family 
of Aaron in performing the ritual 
ceremonies of the Tabernacle wor-
ship. These Levites were given 
three jobs to do. 

They were to assist the fam-
ily of Aaron in doing the heavy 
sacrificial work, like carrying the 
sacrificed animals, building fire on 
the altar, and keeping the Temple 
area tidy and clean. 

In addition, because so much 
wealth—silver, gold, precious 
stones, and other valuables—re-
posed in the house of Yahweh, 
the Levites were chosen for 
guard duty. They watched the 
Tabernacle, especially at night, 
Psalm 134. 

Also, they were to do the physi-
cal work of bearing or carrying 
the various components of the 
Tabernacle from place to place. 
Upon their shoulders the priests 
bore the altar of burnt offering, 
the laver, the altar of incense, the 
menorah, the table of shewbread, 
and the Ark of the Covenant. It 
was the duty of the family of 
Aaron to pack up the Tabernacle 
for transportation. Then the Lev-
ites loaded the structure and its 
courtyard fence upon wagons, and 
carried the Tabernacle furniture to 
the next encampment while Israel 
traveled through the wilderness, 
Numbers 4 and 5. 

Let us hear the Word of Al-
mighty Yahweh speaking at the 
time He selected the family of Levi 
to serve the high priestly family of 
Aaron as their assistants. Notice, 
these are Yahweh’s words. This is 
Yahweh’s personal assignment. 

“And Yahweh spoke to Moses, 
saying, Bring the tribe of Levi 
near, and set them before 
Aaron the priest, that they 
may minister with him. And 
they shall keep charge of the 
whole congregation before the 
tent of meeting, to do the ser-
vice of the tabernacle. Ami you 
shall give the Levites to Aaron 
and his sons: they are wholly 
given to him on the behalf of 
the children of Israel. And you 
shall appoint Aaron and his 
sons, and they shall keep their 
priesthood: and the stranger 
that comes near shall be put 
to death. 

“And Yahweh spoke to Moses, 
saying, And I, behold, I have 



Continued on page 15.

taken the Levites from among 
the children of Israel instead 
of all the first-born that opens 
the womb among the children 
of Israel; and the Levites shall 
be mine: for all the first-born 
are mine; on the day that I 
struck down all the first-barn 
in the land of Egypt I hallowed 
to myself all the first-born in Is-
rael, both man and beast; they 
shall be mine: I am Yahweh.” 
(Numbers 3:5-13) 

Following the Korah rebellion, 

you can determine that Almighty 
Yahweh strongly reinforces His 
directive to His priesthood. 

“And Yahweh said to Aaron, 
You and your sons and your fa-
thers’ house with you shall bear 
the iniquity of the sanctuary; 
and you and your sons with you 
shall bear the iniquity of your 
priesthood. And your brethren 
also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe 
of your father, bring near with 
you, that they may be joined to 
you, and minister to you: but 
you and your sons with you 
shall be before the tent of the 

testimony. And they shall keep 
your charge, and the charge 
of all the Tent: only they shall 
not come near to the vessels 
of the sanctuary and to the 
altar, that they die not, neither 
they, nor you. And they shall 
be joined to you, and keep the 
charge of the tent of meeting, 
for all the service of the Tent: 
and a stranger shall not come 
near to you. And you shall keep 
the charge of the sanctuary, 
and the charge of the altar; 

that there be wrath no more 
on the children of Israel. And 
I, behold, I have taken your 
brethren the Levites from 
among the children of Israel: 
to you they are a gift, given to 
Yahweh, to do the service of the 
tent of meeting. And you and 
your sons with you shall keep 
your priesthood for every thing 
of the altar, and for that inside 
the veil; and you shall serve: 
I give you the priesthood as a 
service of gift and the stranger 
that comes near shall be put to 
death.” (Numbers 18:1-7) 

From these passages of Scrip-
tures it becomes candidly clear 
that the Levites, the entire family 
of Levi, was selected, rather than 
only the first-born of each Israelite 
family, to constitute the priesthood 
of Israel. We must also observe 
that in Numbers 18 the priests 
and Levites were given the right 
to collect the tithes of Israel and 
to use them as their livelihood. 
While Almighty Yahweh gave the 
Levites the tithe of Israel as their 
inheritance for doing His service, 
He also expected them to tithe. 

Read this entire chapter (Num-
bers 18) again and notice that the 
Levites could not be hypocrites 
regarding the doctrine of tithing. 
They had to be men of truth. They 
were to fulfill Yahweh’s require-
ment to tithe, along with their 
Israelite brethren. Even though 
the Levites had very little in the 
way of this world’s possessions, 
Yahweh considered the tithes of 
their wages like the tenth of the 
grain of the threshing floor or of 
the grape juice and olive oil which 
the average Israelite would offer. 
Here is a strong argument militat-
ing strongly against the erroneous 
conclusion of some misguided 
people that only agricultural 
products are titheable. 

Laws Regulating the 
Priesthood 

We find the scriptural law regu-
lating the priesthood codified in 
one passage for ready reference. 
Please see Leviticus chapter 21. 
You may wish to read that entire 
chapter and to learn the stringent 
qualifications that a priest had 
to fulfill. 

Even within the family of Levi 
there were people who would not 
qualify for the solemn duty of 
mediating between Yahweh and 
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GREATFulfilling the
setting off to serve Yahweh. “Take 
nothing for your journey . . .” 
Luke 9:3.

Then, in the fall of 1965, he 
again loaded up his chocolate-brown 
Fairlane. This time he hitched up 
a rented pop-up camper and drove 
to the Midwest to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles. At this feast site in 
Nevada, Missouri, it was clearly 
evident that the Holy Spirit was 
powerfully moving Elder Jacob 
O. Meyer. He wanted to do things 
decently and in an orderly fash-
ion—thus inviting the presence of 
our Heavenly Father Yahweh. In 
both his speech and in his sermons, 
he desired to teach the Truth, to 
present the facts clearly and con-
cisely, so that all would be able to 
understand perfectly. It was clearly 
evident that both Elder Meyer and 
his wife Ruth exhibited that they 
had a desire burning within them 
to take this message of Truth to 
the entire world, so that all people 
would know the Name Yahweh 
and the salvation that He offers to 
us through the Name of His Son, 
Yahshua the Messiah.

The small group of believers at 

this Feast of Tabernacles wanted to 
maintain this high level of zeal and 
to make great strides in fulfilling the 
Great Commission. Knowing that a 
worker was needed to complete this 
task, they desired to ordain Jacob O. 
Meyer to work for Yahweh. Methods 
of completing this Great Commis-
sion were discussed, and a radio 
broadcast, Elder Meyer concluded, 
would be a feasible way to start to 
preach the Truth to the multitudes. 
After his ordination, he took the 
oil from his head and placed some 
on his wife and each of his seven 
children, because he knew that he 
needed assistance in completing this 
great task. 

Since this ministry began, Elder 
Jacob O. Meyer has taught that 
the Assemblies of Yahweh must 
strive to become the Philadelphia 
Assembly, where brotherly love 
abounds. Though a small orga-
nization, he sought to follow the 
criteria that our Savior laid down 
for the Philadelphia Assembly: that 
we keep the Word, and not deny 
the Name of Yahweh and Yahshua. 
An open door has been set before 
the Philadelphia Assembly, and 

Almost 60 years ago, Elder 
Jacob O. Meyer and his wife Ruth 
made a Covenant commitment to 
Almighty Yahweh to serve Him 
and His Son, Yahshua the Mes-
siah. After the Passover and Feast 
of Unleavened Bread of 1964, 
they put their commitment into 
action; they sold, or gave away, 
their possessions—including a 
farm that they had acquired just 
months previously and a mobile 
home that they had recently 
moved from Bethel. Packing their 
1959 Ford Fairlane and a U-Haul 
trailer, they moved to Idaho to 
do something to fulfill the Great 
Commission. “Go you therefore, 
and make disciples of all the 
nations, immersing them into 
the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all 
things whatever I commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the 
age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20). These 
words of Yahshua the Messiah 
compelled Elder Meyer to action: 
“GO,” and he went willingly, taking 
only clothes and a few possessions, 

10
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COMMISSION
Elder Meyer has sought to move 
forward through that open door 
with the little power that Yahweh 
has given. We remember the last 
words of Yahshua the Messiah 
before He ascended into heaven, 
“And he said to them, It is not 
for you to know times or sea-
sons, which the Father has set 
within his own authority. But 
you shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you: and you shall be my wit-
nesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, AND 
TO THE FARTHEST PART OF 
THE EARTH.” Sowing the seeds 
of Truth by the printed page, radio, 
television, and internet, Elder 
Meyer has sought to do all that he 
could to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion. “Who has despised the day 
of small things?” Zechariah 4:10.

Words cannot adequately express 
our appreciation and thankfulness 
to Almighty Yahweh for Elder 
Jacob O. Meyer and his dedicated 
wife Ruth, because they cared for 
the flock with the same zeal and 
love today as they did fifty years 
ago. Many sleepless nights were 

spent in prayer for the physical 
and spiritual well-being of the 
flock. Whenever someone was sick, 
he would send out a card, or an 
anointed cloth, or even pray with 
them over the phone. He admon-
ished those who were going astray 
and instructed all in the Narrow 
Way, saying “This is the way, 
walk in it,” Isaiah 30:21. 

In an effort to be a better teacher, 
he enriched his knowledge with 
the studies he undertook with his 
mentor, Paul Penn. Knowing that 
he needed a better and more formal 
education, Elder Meyer contin-
ued his education at Evangelical 
School of Theology, beginning with 
a grueling 13-day course in Bibli-
cal Hebrew in 1973. He continued 
with Hebrew and Greek Exegetical 
and Extensive Reading courses, 
as well as History and Holy Land 
Geography, over the next ten years. 
In 1983, both he and Mrs. Meyer 
took a Holy Land Geography course 
that culminated in a three-week 
study in Israel at the Holy Land 
Institute. Still yearning for greater 
knowledge in Hebrew, he continued 
with doctorate-level studies at 

Dropsie University in Philadelphia. 
These studies have enriched us all 
in the  sermons that he preached, 
in the articles that he wrote, and 
the books that he published. He 
continued to publish the Sacred 
Name Broadcaster and the 
Narrow Way, many articles and 
books, while also teaching a full 
curriculum in Obadiah School of 
the Bible, which he had founded 
in 1974.

Elder Jacob O. Meyer sought 
to be a good steward for Yahweh, 
directing an international organi-
zation that reaches into over 100 
countries worldwide. He was very 
adept at pinching the pennies, 
sacrificing even to the detriment 
of his personal finances—always 
putting Yahweh first. Tireless 
have been his efforts to fulfill the 
Great Commission, and not one to 
rest on his laurels, he had always 
been forward thinking, always 
trying to do more for Yahweh. 
As an example to us all of how 
an Obadiah serves Yahweh, he 
is worthy of more than a double 
honor, 1 Timothy 5:17. His labor 
in Yahweh’s Word and his teaching 
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through sermons, Bible studies, 
the radio, television, and the 
printed page have instructed us 
all, as he sought to follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes.

Just as the Apostle Paul re-
counted in 2 Corinthians 11:26, 
“. . . in journeyings often, in 
perils of rivers, perils of rob-
bers, perils from countrymen, 
perils from the Gentiles, perils 
in the city, perils in the wil-
derness, perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; in 
labor and travail, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. Besides those things 
that are outside, there is that 
which presses upon me daily, 
anxiety for all the assemblies.” 
Elder Meyer maintained this 
commitment through countless 
firestorms, and though he had not 
been beaten and stoned physically, 
he endured these trials verbally.

In the spring of 1964, Elder 
Jacob O. Meyer and Ruth, his 
faithful companion, stood alone 
in this journey. Now, nearly five 
decades later, they are not alone, 
but faithful brethren all over the 
world stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
to add our effort with his to ful-
fill the Great Commission. Elder 
Meyer’s commitment is now our 
commitment.

We recognize the sacrifice that 
he has made in past years and 
pay recognition for his enduring 
faithfulness. “You have fought 
the good fight, you have kept the 
Faith,” as Paul stated in 2 Timo-

thy 4:7. Elder 
Meyer kept this 
c o m m i t m e n t 
faithfully and 
is an example 
of faithful en-
durance to us 
all. Had he not 
made this jour-
ney, we would 
not  be hold-
ing this Sacred 

Name Broadcaster. We are very 
thankful to Almighty Yahweh for 
reviving His Truth in these end 
times and blessing this ministry 
abundantly for the past 56 years. 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift 
up your voice like a trumpet, 
and declare to my people their 
transgression, and to the house 
of Jacob their sins.” (Isaiah 
58:1).

“Go you therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations, 
immersing them into the name 
of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit: teach-
ing them to observe all things 
whatever I commanded you: 
and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).

“And he said to them, Go you 
into all the world, and preach 
the good tidings to the whole 
creation. He that believes and 
is immersed shall be saved; 
but he that disbelieves shall 
be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

“And he said to them, These 
are my words which I spoke to 
you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must needs be 
fulfilled, which are written 
in the law of Moses, and the 
prophets, and the psalms, con-
cerning me. Then he opened 
their mind, that they might 
understand the Scriptures; 
and he said to them, In this 
manner it is written, that the 
Messiah should suffer, and rise 
again from the dead the third 
day; and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be 
preached in his name to all 
the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:44-47).

On February 5, 1966, the Glad 
Tidings of the coming Kingdom of 
Yahweh began to be preached by 
Elder Jacob O. Meyer (OBM) on 
WBMD in Baltimore, Maryland. 
This end-time message of the Good 
News of the coming Kingdom of 
Yahweh may have begun as a 
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still small voice—heralding the 
message of Truth to a generation 
walking in darkness —but has 
grown exponentially through the 
past half-century.

Yahshua the Messiah, in His 
Olivet Prophecy, predicted that 
this message of Truth would be 
preached worldwide before the 
end of the age. “And these good 
tidings of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world 
for a testimony to all the na-
tions; and then shall the end 
come.” (Matthew 24: 14). The 
good news of the Kingdom of the 
Heavens will be disseminated 
to the far ends of the earth for 
a witness to every nation before 
the end comes. Like a voice in the 
wilderness, a call for repentance 
has gone forth, calling all seekers 
of Truth to bring forth fruits that 
are worthy of repentance. 

“Repent; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. For this is 
he that was spoken of through 
Isaiah the prophet, saying, 
The voice of one crying, in the 
wilderness make ready the way 
of Yahweh, make his paths 
straight…Bring forth therefore 
fruit worthy of repentance….” 
(Matthew 3:2-3, 8).

The Assemblies of Yahweh 
message has brought the Name 
of Yahweh and His Son, Yahshua 
the Messiah, to millions of people 
over the past 56 years. The Name 
of Yahweh is much more recog-
nizable today than it was a half 
century ago. However, it seems 
as though too few have heeded 
this call to repentance. The Name 
of Yahshua the Messiah is also 
more common place today than it 
was in 1966; however, sadly, too 
few have heeded the call to be 
immersed into His Name. Still, 
however, these glad tidings must 
be preached for a witness (testi-
mony) to the whole world. Those 
who make themselves disciples 
of Yahshua the Messiah will be 
baptized into His Name. The Great 

Commission includes not only 
preaching the Names of Yahweh 
and Yahshua, but also teaching 
everyone the observance of all of 
the things that have been com-
manded by Yahweh in His Word.

Luke 24:47 states that repen-
tance and remission of sins will 
be preached to all nations. Re-
pentance is #3341 in the Greek 
lexicon of the Strong’s  Con-
cordance, and is metanoia and 
means compunction (for guilt, 
including reformation), by impli-
cation, reversal. It is from #3340, 
which means to think differently 
or afterwards, i.e., reconsider. A 
call to repentance is gone forth 
for the past 56 years through the 
Sacred Name Broadcast, Tele-
cast and in the Sacred Name 
Broadcaster.

Remission is #859 in the 
Strong’s and is aphesis mean-
ing freedom, figuratively pardon. 
It is translated into the English 
as deliverance, forgiveness, liberty, 
and remission. Freedom from sin 
is offered through the Name of 
Yahshua the Messiah for all who 
will heed this call to repentance. 
Beginning from Jerusalem, the 
Apostles went out to the ends of 
the known world at that time. 
Now, 1900 years later, the mes-
sage is again going forth with 
great power. Those who heed the 
message today join hand-in-hand 
with the Apostolic Assembly, who 
also received this call to repen-
tance. “Now when they heard 
this, they were 
pricked in their 
heart, and said 
to Peter and 
the rest of the 
apostles, Breth-
ren, what shall 
we do?  And 
Peter said unto 
them, Repent 
and be baptized 
every one of you 
in the name of 
Yahshua  the 
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manded to him in Horeb for 
all Israel, even statutes and 
ordinances. Behold, I will send 
you EliYah the prophet before 
the great and terrible day of 
Yahweh comes. And he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers; 
lest I come and strike the earth 
with a curse.” (Malachi 4:4-6).

The Assemblies of Yahweh must 
teach, and educate, and fulfill the 
Great Commission. A herald of the 
coming Kingdom of Yahweh to the 
ends of the earth. This assignment 
comprises a witness of the Truth 
of Yahweh to the world. We preach 
the Word, and those individuals 
who are convicted by the Word of 
Yahweh will voluntarily make the 
necessary changes in their lives 
so that they will eventually enter 
the Assemblies of Yahweh. If the 
Holy Spirit is calling you, you 
will indeed make the necessary 
alterations to your life to live by 
every Word of Yahweh and affiliate 
with the only group that is living 
in this manner.

We have a lot to do. Almighty 
Yahweh is with us and will give 
us the power to complete this 
building project—to build a spiri-
tual house that transcends the 
physical.

Will you join with us to do this? 
We hope so!    

Messiah to the remission of your 
sins; and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. For to you is 
the promise, and to your chil-
dren, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as Yahweh 
our Elohim shall call to him. 
And with many other words he 
testified, and exhorted them, 
saying, Save yourselves from 
this crooked generation.” (Acts 
2:37-40).

“And I said, who are you, 
Master? And the Master said, 
I am Yahshua who you perse-
cute. But arise, and stand on 
your feet: for to this end have 
I appeared to you, to appoint 
you a minister and a witness 
both of the things in which 

you have seen me, and of the 
things in which I will appear 
to you; delivering you from the 
people, and from the Gentiles, 
to whom I send you, to open 
their eyes, that they may turn 
from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan to 
Yahweh, that they may receive 
the remission of sins and an in-
heritance among them that are 
sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 
26:15-18).

All sincere seekers after Truth 
are uniting together to carry 
this message of hope to a dying, 
hopeless generation. Will join 
with us, making the fulfillment 
of the Great Commission a pri-
ority in your life as it was in the 
life of Elder Jacob O. Meyer? He 
instructed us in his will that we 
continue the Work and labor dili-
gently for the full and complete 
fulfillment of Matthew 28:19-20. 
As the world around us degener-
ates into debauchery, we have 
chosen the road less traveled, 
which leads to life everlasting 
in the Kingdom of Yahweh. The 
Assemblies of Yahweh today is 
striving to be Philadelphia. It is 
our goal—our example, and pat-
tern to follow—not that we have 
already attained, or have already 
been made perfect.

“Remember the law of Moses 
my servant, which I com-
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Israel because of some defect, 
either physical or personal. Their 
personal lives might also stand in 
the way of their being Yahweh‘s 
ordained representatives (for 
example if they had married a 
foreign or divorced woman they 
would be disqualified). They had 
to qualify personally or they could 
not serve Yahweh in the central 
core of His pure, true worship. 

Corruption Later 
Permeates the Priesthood 

It is appalling to note that 
the family of Levi and the high 
priestly family of Aaron did not 
maintain a strict dedication to 
Almighty Yahweh. Notice what 
is prophesied in Ezekiel 22:25-28. 

“There is a conspiracy of her 
prophets in the middle of it, 
like a roaring lion ravening 
the prey: they have devoured 
souls; they take treasure and 
precious things; they have 
made her many widows in the 
middle of it. Her priests have 
done violence to my law, and 
have profaned my holy things: 
they have made no distinction 
between the holy and the com-
mon, neither have they caused 
men to discern between the 
unclean and the clean, and 
have hid their eyes from my 
sabbaths, and I am profaned 
among them. Her princes in the 
middle of it are like wolves rav-
ening the prey, to shed blood, 
and to destroy souls, that they 
may yet dishonest gain. And 
her prophets have daubed for 
them with untempered mortar, 
seeing false visions, and divin-
ing lies to them, saying, In this 
manner says the Sovereign 
Yahweh, when Yahweh has not 
spoken.” Ezekiel 22:25-28. 

It is the responsibility of the 

priesthood to serve as teachers 
to the nation of Israel. “Now 
for a long season Israel was 
without the true Elohim, and 
without a teaching priest, and 
without law,” 2 Chronicles 15:3. 
These priests were appointed by 
Almighty Yahweh to teach Israel 
the way of righteousness. 

The priests in Israel were to 
serve their nation as judges. 
Judges and officers were to be 
created or established in the gates 
of all the cities of Israel. 

“Judges and officers shall 
you make yourselves in all 
your gates, which Yahweh your 
Elohim gives you, according 
to your tribes; and they shall 
judge the people with righteous 
judgment. You shall not wrest 
justice: you shall not respect 
persons; neither shall you take 
a bribe; for a bribe blinds the 
eyes of the wise, and perverts 
the words of the righteous. 
That which is altogether just 
you shall follow, that you may 
live, and inherit the land 
which Yahweh your Elohim 
is giving you.” Deuteronomy 
16:18-20 

This assignment undoubtedly 
constituted a further extension 
of the efficient system of govern-
ment by Moses in Exodus 18. The 
priests in ancient Israel were to 
serve as the judges. 

“If there arises a matter to 
hard for you in judgment, be-
tween blood and blood, between 
plea and plea, and between 
stroke and stroke, being mat-
ters of controversy within your 
gates; then you shall arise, 
and go up to the place which 
Yahweh your Elohim shall 
choose; and you shall come 
to the priests the Levites, 
and to the judge that shall be 
in those days: and you shall 
inquire; and they shall show 
you the sentence of judgment. 

And you shall do according to 
the tenor of the sentence which 
they shall show you from that 
place which Yahweh shall 
choose; and you shall observe 
to do according to all that they 
shall teach you: according to 

Continued from page 9. Almighty Yahweh 
has inaugurated 

a system of 
judges in the 

Scriptures which 
function under 
the guidance 

and through the 
power of His Holy 
Spirit. In reality, 

this system of 
judges is the 

only consistent, 
biblically 

approved form of 
government that 
has come down 
to us through 
sacred history. 
It is the correct 

form of Assembly 
government 
for the New 

Testament era. 
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the tenor of the law which they 
shall teach you, and according 
to the judgment which they 
shall tell you, you shall do; 
you shall not turn aside from 
the sentence which they shall 
show you, to the right hand, 
or to the left. And the man 
that does presumptuously, in 
not listening to the priest that 
stands to minister there before 
Yahweh your Elohim, or to 
the judge, that man shall die: 
and you shall put away the 

evil from Israel. And all the 
people shall hear, and fear, and 
do no more presumptuously.” 
Deuteronomy 17:8-13 

Almighty Yahweh has inau-
gurated a system of judges in 
the Scriptures which function 
under the guidance and through 
the power of His Holy Spirit. In 
reality, this system of judges is 
the only consistent, biblically ap-
proved form of government that 
has come down to us through 

sacred history. It is the correct 
form of Assembly government for 
the New Testament era. (You may 
wish to write in to the Home Of-
fices of the Assemblies of Yahweh 
here at Bethel, Pennsylvania, for 
some additional information on the 
subject of the biblically constituted 
form of government for Yahweh’s 
people. A book on the subject has 
been planned.) 

The family of Levi comprised 
a group of men committed to 
truth. But sadly, over the years 

the family of Levi became cor-
rupt. To watch such a deplorable 
situation develop is most dis-
tressing, but nevertheless, people 
are human and they sometimes 
yield to temptation. When they 
will not repent, Yahweh Himself 
judges and corrects the problems. 
The priesthood serves directly 
under Him and Yahweh Himself 
supervises them. He judges the 
priesthood personally. 

Various biblical prophets la-

ment the deplorable conditions 
of a priesthood that had become 
corrupt. This is very clearly stated 
in Hosea 6:9. “And as troops of 
robbers wait for a man, so the 
company of priests murder in 
the way toward Shechem; yes, 
they have committed lewd-
ness.” How horrible, that priests 
would become like a troop of rob-
bers, murdering, and committing 
lewdness. Obviously Yahweh had 
to take action on these corrupt 
judges. 

Notice what the prophet Micah 
says about the situation: 

“In this manner says Yahweh 
concerning the prophets that 
make my people to err: that bite 
with their teeth, and cry, Peace; 
and whoever puts not into their 
mouths, they even prepare war 
against him: Therefore it shall 
be night to you, that you shall 
have no vision; and it shall be 
dark to you, that you shall not 
divine; and the sun shall go 
down upon the prophets, and 
the day shall be black over 
them. And the seers shall be 
put to shame, and the diviners 
confounded; yes, they shall all 
cover their lips; for there is no 
answer of Elohim. But as for 
me, I am full of power by the 
Spirit of Yahweh, and of judg-
ment, and of might, to declare 
to Jacob his transgression, and 
to Israel his sin. 

“Hear this, I pray you, you 
heads of the house of Jacob, 
and rulers of the house of Is-
rael, that abhor justice, and 
pervert all equity. They build 
up Zion with blood, and Je-
rusalem with iniquity. The 
heads of it judge for reward, 
and the priests of it teach for 
hire, and the prophets of it 
divine for money: yet they lean 
upon Yahweh, and say, Is not 
Yahweh in the middle of us? 
No evil shall come upon us.” 
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(Micah 3:5-11) 
The complete account of  

Yahweh’s rejection of the Leviti-
cal priesthood may be found in 
Malachi 2. 

“And now, O you priests, 
this commandment is for YOU. 
If you will not hear, and if 
you will not lay it to heart, to 
give glory unto my name, says 
Yahweh of hosts, then will I 
send the curse upon you, and I 
will curse your blessings; yes, I 
have cursed them already, be-
cause you do not lay it to heart. 
Behold, I will rebuke your seed, 
and will spread dung upon 
your faces, even the dung of 
your feasts; and you shall be 
taken away with it. And you 
shall know that I have sent 
this commandment unto you, 
that my covenant may be with 
Levi, says Yahweh of hosts. My 
covenant was with him of life 
and peace; and I gave them to 
him that he might fear; and 
he feared me, and stood in 
awe at my name. The law of 
truth was in his mouth, and 
unrighteousness was not found 
in his lips; he walked with 
me in peace and uprightness, 
and turned many away from 
iniquity. For the priest’s lips 
should keep knowledge, and 
they should seek the law at 
his mouth; for he is the MES-
SENGER of Yahweh of hosts. 
But you have turned aside out 
of the way; you have caused 
many to stumble in the law; you 
have corrupted the covenant 
of Levi, says Yahweh of hosts. 
Therefore have I also made you 
contemptible and base before 
all the people, according as 
you have not kept my ways, but 
have had respect of persons in 
the law.” (Malachi 2:1-9)

The priests of Israel had be-
come respecters of persons. Those 
who could pay the larger bribes 

were now heavily favored with 
biased priestly judgments. This 
hypocritical behavior adversely 
affected the moral fiber of ancient 
Israel, causing national decay 
from within. Therefore, Almighty 
Yahweh removed the Levitical 
family from its position as His 
direct representatives because 
they would not repent. 

Yet, He patiently endured 
with the Levitical family for an-
other 400 years, until the time of 
Yahshua the Messiah when the 
Old Testament prophecies regard-
ing the Levitical priesthood were 
finally fulfilled. Then the Levites 
were set aside so a righteous 
people could be permanently in-
stalled in the priestly office. 

Melchizedek Priesthood 
Restored 

One of the most profound doc-
trines in the Bible relates to the 
restoration of the original scrip-
tural priesthood. Judaism today 
depends upon an enduring recog-
nition of the Levitical priesthood. 
The doctrine of enforced proselyte 
circumcision, for example, is not 
scriptural, but harks back to the 
Levitical priesthood built upon 
the tenets of the sacrificial law. 
The book of Galatians deals with 
errors of this Judaic doctrine. 
Notice Hebrews 6:20, where the 
author of that magnificent book 
says: “Whereas the forerunner 
Yahshua entered for us, having 
become a high priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 

Throughout the seventh chap-
ter of the book of Hebrews, we 
encounter the thought of how 
the Melchizedek priesthood came 
plainly to the forefront: “For the 
priesthood being changed, 
there is made of necessity a 
change of the law also.” (He-
brews 7:12) 

The seventh chapter of the book 
of Hebrews was written primar-

ily to show that the Melchizedek 
priesthood of biblical antiquity 
was now restored and the Leviti-
cal family priest hood cut off. The 
author of Hebrews calls upon the 
example of tithing to prove to 
the True Worshiper today who 
believes in the Messiah, that the 

tithes must be paid to the great 
Melchizedek—Yahshua the Mes-
siah. Even the family of Levi paid 
tithes to Melchizedek, argues 
the author of Hebrews, because 
Abraham, their progenitor, paid 
his tithes to Him, Exodus 14. 

The name Melchizedek means 
“the righteous king.” Yahshua the 
Messiah perfectly personifies that 
quality of dedication to Yahweh’s 
laws, righteousness (the right 
use of things). “Behold, the 
days come, says Yahweh, that 
I will raise to David a righ-
teous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 
In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely; and this is his name 
by which he shall be called: 
Yahweh our righteousness,” 
Jeremiah 23:5-6. This great 

Accepting the 
shed blood of 

the Messiah and 
living a converted 

life constitute 
the essential 
requirements 

to receiving the 
appointment to 
the Melchizedek 

Priesthood. 
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Melchizedek—Yahshua—will per-
sonify everlasting righteous 
decisions. See also Isaiah 
11:1-11. 

M e l c h i z e d e k 
was the king of 
Salem. Yahshua 
the Messiah 
will reign in 
the city of Je-
rusalem (city 
of  Peace)  in  
Yahweh’s King-
dom, Zechariah 
14:4-6. The city of 
Jerusalem will be the 
light to the world, Revela-
tion 21, and Isaiah 60 and 62. 

This great Melchizedek was 
prophesied in other Scriptures. 
He was David’s master, the one 
who was designated to be a 
priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. “Yahweh says to 
my Sovereign, Sit at my right 
hand, Until I make your en-
emies your footstool... Yahweh 
has sworn, and will not repent: 
You are a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek.” 
(Psalm 110:1, 4) The Apostolic 
Assembly repeatedly stressed this 
Melchizedek prophecy as proof of 
Yahshua’s Messiahship. (Acts 2:34, 
Hebrews 1:13) 

Priest—King Office United 
in the Messiah 

The offices of king and priest 
as we saw under Melchizedek in 
the Old Testament in Genesis 14 
shall be reunited. Let us read that 
for ourselves in Zechariah 6:9-15. 

“And the word of Yahweh 
came to me, saying, Take of 
them of the captivity, even of 
Heldai of Tobijah, and of Je-
daiah; and you come the same 
day, and go into the house of 
Josiah the son of Zephaniah, 
where they are come from 
Babylon; yes, take of them 
silver and gold, and make 

crowns, and set them upon 
the head of Yahshua the son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest; 
and speak to him, saying, In 
this manner speaks Yahweh of 
hosts, saying, Behold, the man 
whose name is the Branch: 
and he shall grow up out of 
his place; and he shall build 
the temple of Yahweh; and he 
shall bear the glory, and shall 
sit and rule upon his throne; 
and the counsel of peace shall 
be between them both. And the 
crowns shall be to Helem, and 
to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and 
to Hen the son of Zephaniah, 
for a memorial in the temple 
of Yahweh. And they that are 
far off shall come and build 
in the temple of Yahweh; and 
you shall know that Yahweh 
of hosts has sent me unto you. 
And this shall come to pass, 
if you will diligently obey the 
voice of Yahweh your Elohim” 

Notice carefully verse 13:  
“...and he shall bear the glory, 
and shall sit and rule upon 
his throne; and he shall be a 
priest upon his throne; and 
the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both.” Obviously, 
this prophecy clearly portrays a 

reunification of the offices of king 
and priest. No longer will 

there be a division 
of supreme secu-

lar and spiritual 
leadership in 
Y a h w e h ’ s 
Mi l lennia l 
K i n g d o m , 
but  peace 
(the Hebrew 
word means 

completeness), 
meaning a total 

reunification of the 
two offices. Yahshua 

the Messiah (and His sav-
ing Name is even mentioned in 

this prophecy!), will be the great 
Melchizedek, the righteous king 
who will also serve as the High 
Priest of all people on earth in 
the Millennium. 

“Having then a great high 
priest, who has passed through 
the heavens, Yahshua the Son 
of Yahweh, let us hold fast our 
confession.” (Hebrews 4:14) 

The Modern-Day 
Priesthood 

Now that we have seen the 
great High Priest, Yahshua the 
Messiah, functioning in a reuni-
fied office of king and priest, we 
must conclude that He is the 
High Priest and anointed King 
appointed by the Father. But, 
He will select assistants who will 
serve Him, laboring for Him at 
His command. 

Beloved reader, you and I may 
have an opportunity to serve in 
that body! We are presently re-
ceiving the call to become part 
of the holy priesthood group. But 
first, we are required to learn the 
methods and practices by which 
Yahshua’s assistants will rule 
this earth in Yahweh’s Millennial 
Kingdom. We must come to think 
and act differently—the Bible 
way—rather than doing things 

Remember, 
our position depends 

upon constant, continuing 
qualification. We may never let 

down, but our dedicated goal must be 
one of constant improvement. Yahweh 

will remove from those who do not 
continue their fidelity the life-giving 

Holy Spirit and the family Name, 
meaning salvation. 
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according to the system of this 
modern world. 

One very significant fact emerg-
es from our study of the change 
in the priesthood. In the Levitical 
era the priesthood was inherited 
by right of family parentage. In 
this way the Levitical priesthood 
was flawed. Each descendant of 
the family had a right to serve 
regardless of his personal moral 
values. The name (and ancestry) 
of the person was the only thing 
that mattered in obtaining an 
appointment. 

The Melchizedek Priesthood is 
different in this regard. In order 
to obtain the appointment to this 
priesthood, one must qualify by 
living an exemplary moral life. 
Children do not inherit a position 
on the father’s name, but through 
a personal spiritual regeneration. 
The life of the Heavenly Father 
Yahweh, along with His Name 
and the Name of the Messiah 
are primary. Accepting the shed 
blood of the Messiah and living a 
converted life constitute the essen-
tial requirements to receiving the 
appointment to the Melchizedek 
Priesthood. Yahshua the Messiah 
fulfilled these conditions although 
He was of the tribe of Judah, 
Hebrews 7:14. 

Regardless of our human ances-
tral heritage—whether from any 
of the Israelite tribes or ethnic 
nations—our appointment to the 
Melchizedek priesthood depends 
upon living an overcoming, con-
verted, unhypocritical life. Then 
we may be useful to Almighty 
Yahweh as He forges a cohesive 
group of people into the Body 
of the Messiah to serve Him in 
the Millennium and throughout 
eternity. 

Remember, our position depends 
upon constant, continuing quali-
fication. We may never let down, 
but our dedicated goal must be 
one of constant improvement. 

Yahweh will remove from those 
who do not continue their fidelity 
the life-giving Holy Spirit and the 
family Name, meaning salvation. 

“...you also, as living stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to Yahweh through 
Yahshua the Messiah. Because 
it is contained in the scripture, 
Behold I lay in Zion a chief 
corner stone, elect, precious: 
And he that believes on him 
shall not be put to shame. For 
you therefore that believe is 
the preciousness: but for such 
as disbelieve, The stone which 
the builders rejected, The same 
was made the head of the cor-
ner; and a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense; for they 
stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: to which also they 
were appointed. But you are an 
elect race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for  
Yahweh’s own possession, that 
you may show forth the excel-
lencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his mar-
velous light.” (1 Peter 2:5-9) 

These faithful, converted people 
will evidently come from the Phila-
delphia assembly. Notice what we 
find in the prophecy of Revelation 
3:12-13. “He that overcomes, 
I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of my Elohim, and 
he shall go out from there no 
more: and 1 will write upon 
him the name of my Elohim, 
the new Jerusalem, which 
comes down out of heaven from 
my Elohim, and my own new 
name. He that has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says 
to the assemblies.” 

The overcomer will remain 
in the Temple of Yahweh and 
go no more out. In other words, 
he will be a priest forever, just as 
Yahshua the Messiah is a priest. 

Note that Aaron was to remain in 
the Tabernacle, Leviticus 8:33-36. 
Yahweh’s people today are a na-
tion (a royal priesthood nation) 
learning the benefits of righteous 
government under the system 
of judges that Almighty Yahweh 
has established. That system of 
judges will yield itself to the con-
stituted government of Yahweh at  
Yahshua’s return, actually be-
coming the priestly assistants 
of Yahshua the Messiah in His 
Kingdom. 

But let us look at yet another 
prophecy. “And though Yahweh 
give you the bread of adversity 
and the water of affliction, 
yet shall not your teachers be 
hidden any more, but your eyes 
shall see your teachers; and 
your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, This is the 
way, walk in it.” when you turn 
to the right hand, and when 
you turn to the left. And you 
shall defile the overlaying of 
your carved images of silver, 
and the plating of your mol-
ten images of gold: you shall 
cast them away as the unclean 
thing; you shall say to it, Go 
away!” (Isaiah 30:20-22) 

We realize that Yahshua’s body, 
the holy nation and royal priest-
hood, will be changed into spirit 
creatures at His coming. These 
spirit creatures will be able to 
manifest themselves as humans 
or be invisible to the human eye, 
as they choose. The Millennial 
reign will be on this earth. The 
citizens of this earthly kingdom 
will be human beings. That se-
lected, faithful, royal priesthood 
and holy nation of truthful spirit 
beings will rule over those remain-
ing human beings. 

Human Priesthood 
Restored 

Nevertheless, there will also be 
a human priesthood established 
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under the Body of Yahshua to 
regulate and rule human beings 
throughout the Millennium, We 
can see that in the prophecy of 
Ezekiel 40:45-46. “And he said 
to me, This chamber, whose 
prospect is toward the south, 
is for the priests, the keepers 
of the charge of the house; 
and the chamber whose pros-
pect is toward the north is for 
the priests, the keepers of the 
charge of the altar: these are 
the sons of Zadok, who from 
among the sons of Levi come 
near to Yahweh to minister to 
him.” 

The law of the human Millen-
nial priesthood can be found in 
Ezekiel 44. Here we see a res-
toration of the ancient Levitical 
priesthood. Just as in ancient 
Israel, the priesthood will serve 
as Yahweh’s ministers. “Yet they 

shall be ministers in my sanc-
tuary, having supervision at 
the gates of the house, and 
ministering in the house: they 
shall kill the burnt-offering 
and sacrifice for the people, 
and they shall stand before 
them to minister to them,” Eze-
kiel 44:11. “Let the priests, the 
ministers of Yahweh, weep be-
tween the porch and the altar, 
and let them say, Spare your 
people, O Yahweh, and give 
not your heritage to reproach, 
that the nations should rule 
over them: why should they say 
among the peoples, Where is 
their Elohim?” Joel 2:17 

You will notice throughout 
Ezekiel chapter 44, a Levitical 
priesthood, with Zadok as the 
high priestly family and Levites 
to assist him, will be restored, in 
humble subordination to the great 

Melchizedek High Priest, Yahshua 
the Messiah, and His chosen Body 
of faithful Believers. 

“In this manner says the Sov-
ereign Yahweh, No foreigner, 
uncircumcised in heart and 
uncircumcised in flesh, shall 
enter into my sanctuary, of 
any foreigners that are among 
the children of Israel. But the 
Levites that went far from me, 
when Israel went astray, that 
went astray from me after 
their idols, they shall bear 
their iniquity. Yet they shall be 
ministers in my sanctuary, hav-
ing supervision at the gates of 
the house, and ministering in 
the house: they shall kill the 
burnt-offering and the sacrifice 
for the people, and they shall 
stand before them to minister 
to them. Because they minis-
tered to them before their idols, 
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and became a stumbling-block 
of iniquity to the house of Is-
rael; therefore have I lifted up 
my hand against them, says 
the Sovereign Yahweh, and 
they shall bear their iniquity. 
And they shall not come near 
to me, to execute the office of 
priest to me, nor to come near 
to any of my holy things, to the 
things that are most holy; but 
they shall bear their shame, 
and their abominations which 
they have committed. Yet will 
I make them keepers of the 
charge of the house, for all 
the service of it, and for all 
that shall be done in it. But 
the priests the Levites, the 
sons of Zadak, that kept the 
charge of my sanctuary when 
the children of Israel went 
astray from me, they shall come 
near to me to minister to me; 
and they shall stand before 
me to offer to me the fat and 
the blood, says the Sovereign 
Yahweh: they shall enter into 
my sanctuary, and they shall 
come near to my table, lo min-
ister to me, and they shall keep 
my charge.” (Ezekiel 44:9-16)

Conclusion 
We have seen that the Melchize-

dek priesthood historically served 
as the original mediators between 
Yahweh and men. In the Taber-
nacle and Temple era Almighty 
Yahweh chose one specific fam-
ily, that of Aaron in conjunction 
with the Levites to assist them in 
performing the religious function 
of sacrifices. They also served as 
the teachers of Israel. 

When they turned morally 
corrupt, Yahweh set them aside 
and called upon His Son Yahshua 
the Messiah to serve as a priest 
forever after the order of Melchize-
dek. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, Almighty Yahweh 
and Yahshua the Messiah are in 

the process of choosing a group 
of loyal, faithful, truthful people 
to form the body of the Messiah 
which is designated as a chosen 
people and a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation. These people strive 
hard to qualify for installation 
into that select Melchizedek 
priesthood.

But, Almighty Yahweh pre-
dicts that He will again at the 
end of the age restore the high 
priestly family of Aaron through 
his descendant Zadok, along with 
the Levites to assist him in the 
Millennial Temple. The Levitical 
priesthood had become corrupt, 
and Almighty Yahweh sent the 
Messiah to take charge, offering 
pure worship. 

As a matter of fact, just as 
Malachi predicted, the Levitical 
priesthood was to become base 
(in other words, very low) in the 
eyes of the people. That actually 
happened, because, even today 
in the conservative and orthodox 
synagogues, when the kohen 
prays, he is frequently coached 
by the knowledgeable men of the 
congregation. Sometimes that 
Kohen is mocked, in fulfillment 
of Yahweh’s prophecy. 

You may have an opportunity to 
join in that royal priesthood, the 
Messiah’s Body, in Yahshua’s holy 
Name. But, you must prepare now 
to assist Him when He returns 
by faithfully learning His truths, 
in other words, becoming men of 
truth! Yahweh will not receive you 
into His family of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood except you repent and 
qualify by living a righteous life. 

At this present time we are 
under the rule of the great 
Melchizedek, Yahshua the Mes-
siah. His chosen ministers serve 
Him as a priesthood of judges. 
Each member of the Body makes 
his own covenant directly with 
Almighty Yahweh, just as did 
Abraham. But, the Melchizedek 

ministers (priests) today serve 
as judges to determine that each 
member of the Body lives up to 
that agreement. Everyone in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh keeps the 
same covenant law. 

We invite you to communicate 
with the Assemblies of Yahweh 
and to apply yourself to the study 
of the Word. Then Yahweh will 
place you in His end-time Phila-
delphia assembly. When Yahshua 
returns you may assist Him in 
re-educating the people of the 
world, never again to leave the 
sanctuary of the Most High.  
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you repent and 

qualify by living a 
righteous life. 



PERIODICAL

Reading, PA

 Into All the World!

 

We hope that 
all readers will thrill 

with the knowledge that the 
Great Commission will 

soon be fulfilled! 

Radio WMLK is the shortwave radio voice of the Assemblies of Yahweh. 
A new transmitter is being installed to take Yahweh’s message of salvation 

to the ends of the earth. This new transmitter will be a six-fold increase over the 
original transmitter, as well as broadcast with the greatest efficiency and 

sound quality available today. 

For more information on this historic undertaking of a new transmitter and how you can 
help to restore WMLK to the airwaves, write to the 

Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507, 
or log on to AssembliesofYahweh.com, or WMLKradio.net.


