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1 Liberty or Legalism
What is it that will make us desire to change our lives, to seek conver-
sion? The pathway to sin leads to misery, destruction, and sorrow; 
whereas the narrow pathway of obedience leads to life everlasting. The 
Law of Yahweh brings liberty, because it produces freedom from the 
punishment of sin.

9 How Do You Perceive the Holy Spirit? Part 3
Can you perceive how those who reject Yahweh's commandments can-
not have Yahweh's Holy Spirit? Yahweh's Holy Spirit is freely given 
to those who are obedient and show love to Yahweh by obeying His 
commandments.

21 What's Happening at Bethel
WMLK, the Assemblies of Yahweh international shortwave radio  
station, has recently received the new, state-of-the-art Ampegon  
transmitter. 
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This month's cover depicts the sculpture titled, 
"Jerusalem as the Center of the World," which is 

located at Teddy Kollek Park near the Jaffa Gate of the Old City and is constructed 
of polished steel in the shape of the earth. "In this manner says the Sovereign 
Yahweh: This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the middle of the nations, and 
countries are all around her." (Ezekiel 5:5).

During the Kingdom of Yahweh, 
Yahshua the Messiah will rule from 
nearby Mt. Zion. " Great is Yahweh, 
and greatly to be praised, in the 
city of our Elohim, in his holy 
mountain. Beautiful in elevation, 
the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north. The 
city of the great King." (Psalm 48:1-
2).

We must make it our goal to be 
granted entrance into the Kingdom of 
Yahweh where the saints will live and 
rule with Him for 1,000 years.

"But the redeemed shall walk 
there: and the ransomed of Yahweh 
shall return, and come with 
singing to Zion; and everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads: they 
shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away." (Isaiah 35:9b-10).
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer 

“This is what I mean: so 
long as the heir is a minor, he 
is no better off than a slave, 
even though the whole estate 
is his; he is under guardians 
and trustees until the date 
fixed by his father. And so 
it was with us. During our 
minority we were slaves of 
the universe, but when the 
term was completed, Yahweh 
sent His own Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 
to purchase freedom for the 
subjects of the law, in order 
that we might attain the sta-
tus of sons.” Galatians 4:1-5 
(NEB) 

The fourth chapter of Ga-
latians represents a gripping 
passage of Scripture bringing 
forth many important truths that 
Paul wished us to understand. 
It has been one of the foremost 
passages, however, employed by 
the misguided no-law proponents 
in maintaining their scripturally 
untenable posi tion. As we have 
seen with the other passages, a 
careful analysis of the text before 
us will demolish the no-law doc-

trine, demonstrating that Paul 
in reality taught law keeping. 

In this passage Paul compares 
the closely regulated life of a 
youth (a minor), to that of a 
mature person who has come of 
age and is now able to care for 
himself in a responsible way. 
The unconverted mind with its 

inherent, almost instinctive in-
stant reaction against the law of 
Yahweh, will jump to conclusions 
without pausing to reflect on 
what is said, or the implications. 

The transition by a person 
from a life of sin into one lived 
by the Holy Spirit of Yahweh is 
a process called conversion. Just 
what is it that would make us 

desire to change our lives? Is it 
not that the road of sin leads 
directly downward into misery, 
destroying our lives and causing 
sorrow to our loved ones and 
ourselves? 

The terminus of sinful liv-
ing is definite, we realize. If 
we continue in sin we will 
destroy ourselves. Eventually 
we must stand before the judg-
ment throne of the Most High 
to be condemned to everlasting 
destruction in the lake of fire. 
It is not a pleasant thought to 
contemplate our death at the 
hands of a wrathful Elohim. 

The Old Testament extended 
to all an opportunity to renounce 
a mortal life of sin and approach 
the Heavenly Father. The sys-
tem, as laid down, was to offer 
sacrifices upon the altar of the 
Tabernacle (later the Temple in 
Jerusalem) if one was a natural 
born Israelite. Or, for a Gentile 
it meant becoming a proselyte 
and entering the ethic and dis-
cipline of Judaism. Reflecting on 
this approach to the Heavenly 
Father, one might ask if such 
a form of worship could effect 
a change in men’s hearts. Obvi-
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ously, an unrepentant sinner 
could be circumcised and go 
through the proselyting ritual. 
He could offer regular animal 
sacrifices prescribed according 
to the law, yet never experience 
a deep down inner change of 
attitude and character. Isaiah 
the prophet in the first chapter 
of his book deals with this kind 
of insincere worship. 

This is exactly what Paul 
meant when he said that the Is-
raelites were no more than slaves 
before the time of Yahshua’s 
death. Although they were liv-
ing under Yahweh’s regulations, 
they were unable to comprehend 
the true meaning and value of 
animal sacrifices. Our Heavenly 
Father had intended to bring 
Israel into a knowledge of His 
Messiah by using the lessons of 
animal sacrifices and offerings 
until Yahshua the Messiah could 
come and die for His people. 

Elementary Worldly Ideas 
Paul says that all people were 

“slaves to the elemental spirits 
of the universe.” The note in the 
New English Bible explains, 
“Or, the elements of the natu-
ral world, or element ary ideas 
belonging to this world.” 

Let us obtain a better under-
standing of what is meant by the 
Greek phrase used here “hupo 
ta stoicheia tou kosmou.” 
An exact parallel of this phrase 
may be found in Colossians 2:8, 
and another similar reference is 
located in Galatians 4:9. 

Paul intends us to understand 

that the basic philosophies of the 
natural world—its way of think-
ing, its life style, its rebellion 
against Almighty Yahweh—rep-
resent the elementary ideas of 
this world. To be in slavery to 
this worldly Babylonish system 
will ultimately lead to the de-
struction of the individual who 
lives in such lawless manner. 
There is no escape. Rejection of 
those who live a worldly life is 
certain. When Almighty Yahweh 
sends His Son back to this earth 
to judge the world in righteous-
ness, He will reject those living 
an immoral, worldly life. Yahweh 
will destroy the unrepentent 
person who rebels against His 
authority and His way of life. 
Such people will not enter His 
Kingdom, Revelation 21:8, and 
22:15. 

Conversely, living in har-
mony with the law of Yahweh 
is described as setting free the 
individual. Jacob (James) calls 
the law of Yahweh a law of 
liberty, Jacob (James) 1:25 and 
2:12. It is freedom from the pun-
ishment brought on by sin. As a 
noted Congressman said recently, 
“When one abandons rules, he 
abandons liberty.” 

Therefore, sin (living a worldly 
life directed by the elemen tary 
ideas belonging to this Babylon-
ish world) is described as slavery 
or bondage. Conversely, living in 
harmony with the law of Yahweh 
is described as an elevation from 
servitude to sonship. Such an 
adoption means a release from 
the penalty of death with the 

opportunity of living forever. 
Therefore, keeping Yahweh’s 
royal law is described as liberty. 
Psalm 119:45 drives home this 
thought, “And I shall walk at 
liberty; For I have sought your 
precepts.” 

To know that our sins are 
forgiven through the Messiah’s 
blood sacrifice for us gives us 
liberty, but only when we hum-
bly repent and obey the will of 
our Heavenly Father. Then, the 
blood of Yahshua the Messiah our 
Savior will cleanse us from all 
sin, 1 John 1:7. We are released 
from the chains of certain death 
by the Messiah’s blood shed to 
cleanse us from our sins. 

The Son Gives Freedom 
The Son of Yahweh gives us 

freedom from sin. Yahweh sent 
Yahshua His Son into this world 
to be our example that we should 
walk in His steps, 1 Peter 2:21. 
Yahshua lived the spiritual, 
overcoming life that Almighty 
Yahweh desired from His chosen 
people. He lived this life under 
the law of circumcision and the 
Gentile proselyting ritual during 
the era of animal sacrifices. He 
was born under the Old Covenant 
system of ritual Judaism which 
was ceremonial rather than 
spiritual. 

We might remind ourselves 
that the ritual of ceremonial 
worship tended to enslave people 
because animal sacrifice never 
completed the atonement for 
sin. Even though a person lived 
righteously, he had to continue 
bringing his sacrifice to the 
Temple with constant regularity. 
This led to a certain hopeless-
ness among the worshipers who 
never knew if their lives pleased 
Yahweh. It led to an indifferent 
attitude among the worshipers, 
since formal ritual offered an-
nually does not come from the 

Sin (living a worldly life directed by 
the elemen tary ideas belonging to 
this Babylonish world) is described 
as slavery or bondage. 
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heart. One could offer a multi-
tude of sacrifices and return to a 
life of sin each time, only to offer 
again next year in the belief that 
anything you had done would be 
forgiven in the animal sacrifice. 
Please see Micah 6:6-16. 

Paul uses the illustration of 
the intrinsic difference between 
slavery and sonship. A slave 
obeys the wishes of his master 
grudgingly, because he is forced 
to do so. He has no freedom. A 
son is not forced to obey his fa-
ther, but does so from a sense of 
love and respect out of a desire 
to please him. A son has no re-
strictions placed upon him, but 
his behavior reflects the educa-
tion his father has given him. 
A servant will alertly watch for 
ways to circumvent or side step 
the directions of his master, but 
a son will go out of his way to 
do things properly as a display 
of his love and faithfulness for 
his father. 

Paul shows in this passage 
that the freedom of Yahweh’s 
people from sin has been pur-
chased by the blood of Yahshua 
the Messiah. Also, the status 
of sonship was given to those 
whose freedom from the law 
of sin and death (sacrifice) has 
been purchased. Those sincere 
people naturally reject the ways 
of the world, choosing to please 
Almighty Yahweh because they 
love Him as His children. 

The Sign of Sonship 
“To prove that you are sons, 

Yahweh has sent into our 
hearts the Spirit of His Son, 
crying ‘Abba! Father!’ You are 
therefore no longer a slave 
but a son, and if a son, then 
also by Yahweh’s own act an 
heir.” Galatians 4:6-7 (NEB) 

Paul emphasizes that Yahweh 
has sent the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts and thereby we 

call Him Abba (Father). Yahweh 
has given His Spirit to those who 
obey Him (Acts 5:32). Sending 
His Spirit (life, mind, attitude) 
into the hearts of His children 
sealed our adoption. Although 
repentance and conversion are 
frequently painful experiences 
(as we are forced to extract wrong 
habits longstanding), our love 
for the Heaven ly Father impels 
us to continue serving Him. 
Even though we war mightily 
against the world, personal ego, 
fleshly nature, and the devil, the 
ultimate victory is assured to us 
by the power of Yahweh. In his 
daily life the child of Yahweh 
experiences the love, joy, peace, 
patience, and the other heavenly 
attributes, fruits that can come 
only from the Holy Spirit. When 
we learn the plan of salvation, 
we obey Yahweh as did Abraham. 
Then we are “heirs of the prom-
ise,” meaning: fellow inheritors 
with the Messiah. 

A slave could not inherit any-
thing unless manumitted, but a 
free man can inherit property. 
Whatever a slave possessed was 
the property of his master. Even 
though we were once slaves to 
sin, we are released by the Mes-
siah’s sacrifice. We have become 
heirs of the promises made to the 
children of Yahweh. The Holy 
Spirit of Yahweh brings us into 
harmony with His will and we 
are accepted by Him. 

Be sure to notice the Aramaic 
noun used in this passage and 
how it is translated. The word 
Abba means the father (a term 

of utmost respect); this close 
personal relationship that exists 
between a parent and child can 
be ours through the Holy Spirit. 

Serving Idols 
“Formerly, when you did 

not acknowledge Yahweh, 
you were the slaves of beings 
which in their nature are 
no elohim. But now that you 
do acknowledge Yahweh—or 
rather, now that he has ac-
knowledged you—how can 
you turn back to the mean 
and beggarly spirits of the 
elements? Why do you propose 
to enter their service all over 
again? You keep special days 
and months and seasons and 
years. You make me fear that 
all the pains I spent on you 
may prove to be labour lost.” 
Galatians 4:8-11 (NEB) 

[Let us also consider the note 
in the New English Bible at the 
end of the first sentence. It reads, 
“Or were the slaves to Elohim 
which in reality did not exist.”] 

When anyone wishes to find 
support for no longer keeping the 
appointed Holy Days of Leviti-
cus 23, he usually turns to this 
controversial passage. However, 
by analyzing this text carefully, 
we will discover that it actually 
says the exact opposite of what 
people want it to mean! It tells 
us that we must keep Yahweh’s 
holy days. None of Paul’s writ-
ings have annulled the keeping 
of the feast days and Sabbaths. 
How could Paul do what Yahshua 
didn’t, and still call himself one 

Conversely, living in harmony with 
the law of Yahweh is described as 

an elevation from servitude 
to sonship. 
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of Yahweh’s true ministers? 
We might point out addition-

ally before we begin discussing 
this passage that Paul continued 
to keep the Sabbath and feast 
days long after Yahshua’s death. 
He observed them faithfully as 
was his custom, Acts 17:2. Paul 
and his entourage of itinerant 
evangelists taught a way of life 
that was different from that 
which was lived in Roman times. 
Biblical Holy Days were kept 
by the Apostles and the pagan 
Roman holidays were never ob-
served by True Worship during 
the biblical period. 

Notice Acts 16:20-21 and the 
charge that was brought against 
Paul and his party. “...These 
men, being Jews, greatly 
trouble our city, and set forth 
customs which it is not lawful 
for us to receive, or to observe, 
being Romans.” Does this pas-
sage indicate to you that Paul 
and the members of his evan-
gelistic party were teaching the 
observance of Roman holidays 
(Sunday, Saturn alia, Ostere)? 

It should be obvious to all that 
Paul and his companions in the 
ministry were teaching Yahweh’s 
way of life directed by His com-
mandments. They preached the 
coming government of Yahweh 
(the rule of His laws), as found 
in Isaiah 2:1-5 and Micah 4:1-4. 
They did not advocate the obser-
vance of anything less than pure 
scriptural doctrine. Paul said, 
“For whatever things were 
written before were written 
for our learning, that through 
patience and through comfort 
of the scriptures we might 
have hope.” (Romans 15:4) 
The Old Testament Scriptures 
provided the medium through 
which Almighty Yahweh spoke 
to His people. He used the Old 
Testament Scriptures to educate 
people in the heavenly way of life. 

Obedience to Yahweh was clearly 
taught by Paul and his compan-
ions from those Scriptures. 

Nowhere in Galatians 4 are 
we told that the keeping of the 
feast days of Yahweh was set 
aside. Paul tells the Galatians 
that before they knew Yahweh 
they did service (they offered 
sacrifice and worship) to those 
which are no mighty ones.

The Galatian brethren came 
from a widely diverse back ground 
of religious experience as we 
noted at the outset of this study. 
Before their conversion they had 
worshiped the pagan mighty 
ones of the nations. Almighty 
Yahweh called such mighty ones 
of the nations idols. “For all 
the elohim of the peoples are 
idols; but Yahweh made the 
heavens,” Psalm 96:5. 

The brethren from Galatia 
were definitely not worshipers of 
Yahweh before their conversion, 
just as is the case with most of 
Yahweh’s people today. Even 
those members of Jewish parent-
age of that Galatian assembly 
had not worshiped Yahweh. 
Judaism had drifted into a cor-
rupt doctrine, substituting the 
name Adonai for the revealed 
personal Name of our Heavenly 
Father Yahweh. When the Ap-
ostolic Assem bly began under the 
guidance of Yahshua the Mes-
siah, the message of the Sacred 
Name was taught to them. 

Therefore, even the worship 
offered by the Jews during the 
days of the Apostles was not of-
fered to Yahweh, but rendered 
to the name of an idol! Let us 
never lose sight of that fact. It is 
fundamental to the understand-
ing of Paul’s book. Therefore, all 
of the people of that day, Jews 
along with the people of the na-
tions, could be grouped together 
into one unit—worshiping in the 
name of pagan idols. 

Consequently, we can now 
receive a clear indication of 
what Paul meant when he said,  
“...Why do you propose to 
enter their service all over 
again? You keep special days 
and months and seasons and 
years. You make me fear that 
all the pains I spent on you 
may prove to be labor lost...” 
Galatians 4:9-11 (NEB) 

The Gentiles (meaning people 
of the nations) had worshiped 
idols. Pagans are very super-
stitious, until in Churchianity 
today almost every day of the 
week is sacred to some saint or 
commemorates an event. 

The Jews had turned away 
from Yahweh in pursuit of the 
worship of Adonai. The scriptural 
festivals observed in Jerusalem 
had become corrupted by pagan 
influence, and just as in the days 
of ancient Israel, Yahweh rejected 
such insincere worship. 

Isaiah 1:13-16 clearly con-
demns the worship of those who 
have fallen into idolatry. Isaiah 
chapters 56 and 66 are clear 
about the necessity of keeping 
holy Yahweh’s Sabbaths, regard-
less from which ethnic group 
you originate. It is the human 
theological corruption that is 
condemned, not Yahweh’s holy 
day that was kept.

Here the keeping of the Sab-
bath is mentioned prominently 
as a vital part of the covenant 
among those who have entered 
into a personal relationship 
(covenant) with Yahweh. The 
Sabbath will be observed in the 
Millennium and it will be ob-
served by Gentiles. The Gentile 
(stranger) is commanded to rest 
on the Sabbath just as are the 
sons and daughters of Israel, 
along with their livestock, Exo-
dus 20:8-11. Have you actually 
studied this subject? Write to the 
Assemblies of Yahweh; Bethel, 
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Assemblies of Yahweh
PO Box C • Bethel, PA 19507

(717) 933-4518
www.assembliesofyahweh.com

Understanding the 
Book of Galatians

Paul’s letter to the Galatians reveals 
more than initially meets the eye!

For information on how to obtain your 
copy of this  inspiring and informative study 

of this controversial book from the pen of 
the Apostle Paul, which produces a fresh 

new interpretation, write to:

PA 19507, for literature on this 
intriguing subject. It is free for 
the asking. 

Consequently, the reference 
to the days, months, times, and 
years does not set forth a repudi-
ation of the feasts of Leviticus 23 
by Paul as is commonly taught. 
It cautions the True Worship-
ers not to restore the idolatrous 
customs of the nations once they 
have turned to the pure worship 
of Yahweh. The pagan holidays of 
the Romans and the Greeks and 
the pagan influences stamped 
upon the feasts of Yahweh, are 
at the core of Paul’s exhortation. 

He urges, “Don’t turn back 
to the pagan worship in 
which you engaged in the 
past! Read your Bible! Obey 
what it teaches. Keep the Sab-
bath and the holy days that 
Yahweh has commanded and 
keep these  days in the spiri-
tual manner. Yahweh directed 
us to keep them. Keep your 
lives free from sin and then 
you can worship Yahweh on 
His holy days without animal 
sacrifices, with your hearts 
circumcised in humble obe-
dience.” 

The false teachers troubling 
the Galatian assembly had not 
fully eliminated from their minds 
the corruption of Judaism during 
the New Testament era. They 
were carnal to a certain extent, 
concerned with the physical 
rather than looking upon the 
converted inner man of the heart. 
Many people look to the Jewish 
way of doing things when they 
begin to keep the law, but we 
must look only to the Bible for 
our precedent and instruction. 
The pure Israelite faith is 
taught in the sacred Scriptures, 
not the Babylonian Talmud. 

The modern-day Apostolic 
Assembly must reject Jewish 
traditional law. It was added to 

the law of Yahweh during the 
time when Israel departed from 
their Heavenly Father and as-
similated the worship of Adonai. 
Thus traditional Jewish ritual 
law (as a fence around the law) 
had become a yoke of bondage 
they were unable to bear. The 
law of Yahweh brings liberty 
because it produces freedom 
from the curse (punishment) of 
sin, and a release from legalism. 

The spirit of Yahweh leads His 
people to keep His laws. Those 
commandments are outlined and 
recorded for the people of the 
Most High without any human 
legalism necessary. Yahweh 
warns us in Deuteronomy 4:2: 
“You shall not add to the 
word which I command you, 
neither shall you diminish 
from it, that you may keep 
the commandments of Yahweh 
your Elohim which I com-
mand you.” Yahweh repeats this 
injunction in Proverbs 30:5-6. 
“Every word of Eloah is tried; 
He is a shield to them that 
take refuge in Him. Add you 
not to his words, lest He re-

proves you and you be found 
a liar.” 

Therefore we must be acutely 
aware from these passages that 
any deviation from Yahweh’s 
expressed commandments is 
grounds for His rejection of the 
offender. The True Worshiper 
must return to the purity of the 
Apostolic worship, the sound 
doctrines of the Bible. We must 
reject the pagan worship of the 
nations along with the corrupt 
traditional ritualistic worship 
of Judaism and adhere strictly 
to the Word of Yahweh. Worship 
must be offered to Him on the 
days He Himself has set aside 
for this purpose. 

The Galatian brethren were 
again returning to the pagan 
worship they had only recently 
so eagerly repudiated. Paul had 
labored diligently among them 
to teach the truth of Yahweh 
Word. He had taught them how 
to observe these holy days just 
as Yahshua had observed them 
and taught His disciples. He had 
proved that the worldly holidays 
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are unacceptable to Almighty 
Yahweh. One can almost sense 
the disappointment He felt at 
this moment as He zealously 
exhorts his listeners to return 
to the faith of the Apostolic As-
sembly. 

Old Testament Warning 
Almighty Yahweh had warned 

His people against any involve-
ment with the idolatrous religion 
of the mighty ones of the nations. 
This is clear when we turn to 
Deuteronomy 18:9-14: 

“When you have come into 
the land which Yahweh your 
Elohim gives you, you shall 
not learn to do after the abom-
inations of those nations. 
There shall not be found with 
you anyone that makes his 
son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that uses 
divination, one that practices 
augury, or an enchanter, or 
a sorcerer, or a charmer, or 
a consulter with a familiar 
spirit, or a wizard, or a nec-
romancer. For whoever does 
these things is an abomina-
tion to Yahweh: and because 
of these abominations Yahweh 
your Elohim does drive them 
out from before you. You shall 
be perfect with Yahweh your 
Elohim. For these nations, 
that you shall dispossess, 
listen to them that practice 
augury, and to di viners; 
but as for you, Yahweh your 
Elohim has not permitted you 
to do so.”

History informs us that the 
religion of ancient Mesopotamia 
has been perpetuated through 
contemporary religion. In Baby-
lonia the winter solstice which 
they observed has today been 
appropriated by the Christian 
world as the Messiah’s birthday! 
Babylon observed the spring 
festival of renewal through the 

Easter celebration (anciently 
known as Astarte, Oestere). The 
worship of the religions of the 
world generally leans toward 
the worship of the notorious 
Babylonian anti Messiah, Nimrod. 
You may verify this in the book 
by Alexander Hislop, The Two 
Babylons. Paul urges all who 
read his book to be careful and 
not fall back again into pagan 
religion. 

The Spirit-Begotten  
Child of Yahweh 

“Put yourselves in my place, 
my brothers, I beg you, for I 
have put myself in yours. It 
is not that you did me any 
wrong. As you know, it was 
bodily illness that originally 
led to my bringing you the 
Good News, and you resisted 
any temptation to show scorn 
or disgust at the state of my 
poor body; you welcomed 
me as if I were an angel of 
Yahweh, as you might have 
welcomed Messiah Yahshua 
himself. Have you forgot-
ten how happy you thought 
yourselves in having me with 
you? I can say this for you: 
you would have torn out your 
very eyes, and given them to 
me, had that been possible! 
And have I now made myself 
your enemy by being frank 
with you? 

The persons I have referred 
to are envious of you, but not 
with an honest envy: what 
they really want is to bar 
the door to you so that you 
may come to envy them. It is 
always a fine thing to deserve 
an honest envy—always, and 
not only when I am present 
with you, dear children. For 
my children you are, and I 
am in travail with you over 
again until you take the shape 
of Messiah. I wish I could be 

with you now; then I could 
modify my tone; as it is, I am 
at my wits’ end about you.” 
Galatians 4:12-20 (NEB) 

Obviously, Paul struggled 
against a very seriously deterior-
ating situation in the Galatian 
assembly. He was seeking to 
correct them doctrinally from 
a distance, through corres-
pondence, before it was too 
late. He apparently couldn’t 
wait until after the Jerusalem 
Elders’ Conference because then 
wrong attitudes would have been 
solidified. 

But, letters are often mis-
understood in the heat of an 
emotional situation. Communica-
tion between individuals is many 
times precarious unless it is truly 
directed by the Holy Spirit of 
Yahweh. The impersonal com-
munication of a letter does not 
bring forth the physical appear-
ance of the speaker. You cannot 
see his facial expression, the 
tone and volume of his voice or 
other associated body language. 
Perhaps this is one reason able 
preachers were chosen to deliver 
the letter from Jerusalem, Acts 
15:22-23. 

Paul appealed to the Galatians 
to remember how they had ac-
cepted him without reservation 
in their initial meeting. Paul 
recalls how the brethren had 
expressed great love for him, 
welcoming him into their midst, 
even placing him on the level 
of being a special messenger or 
personal emissary or representa-
tive of Almighty Yahweh. Now, 
for some reason, their attitudes 
had changed toward him, and 
he was pointing out to them the 
reason he saw for this change. 

The Jewish legalists had in-
filtrated the Galatian assembly 
and were using their position to 

Continued on page 20.
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PART 3

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer[From a sermon delivered by 
Elder Jacob O. Meyer in the local 
Assembly at Bethel.] 

For the foundational passage 
of the third installment of this 
enlight ening series let us turn 
to Romans chapter 7. 

“Or are you ignorant, breth-
ren (for I speak to men who 
know the law), that the law 
has dominion over a man 
for the length of time that he 
lives? For the woman that has 
a husband is bound by law to 
the husband while he lives; 
but if the husband dies, she 
is discharged from the law 
of the husband. So then if, 
while the husband lives, she 
is joined to another man, she 
shall be called an adulteress: 
but if the husband dies, she 
is free from the law, so that 
she is no adulteress, though 
she is joined to another man. 
Therefore, my brethren, you 
also were made dead to the 
law through the body of the 
Messiah; that you should be 

joined to another, even to 
him who was raised from the 
dead, that we might bring 
forth fruit to Yahweh, For 
when we were in the flesh, the 
sinful passions, which were 
through the law, worked in 
our members to bring forth 
fruit to death. But now we 
have been discharged from 
the law, having died to that 
in which we were held; so 
that we serve in newness of 
the spirit, and not in oldness 
of the letter.

“What shall we say then? 
Is the law sin? By no means 
—however, I had not known 
sin, except through the law: 
for I had not known coveting, 
except the law had said, You 
shall not covet: but sin, find-
ing occasion, worked in me 
through the commandment all 
manner of coveting: for apart 
from the law sin is dead. And 
I was alive apart from the 
law once: but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived, 

and I died; and the command-
ment, which was to life, this I 
found to be to death: for sin, 
finding occasion, through the 
commandment deceived me, 
and through it killed me. So 
that the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and righ-
teous, and good. Did then that 
which is good become death 
to me? By no means. But sin, 
that it might be shown to be 
sin, by working death to me 
through that which is good; 
that through the command-
ment sin might become very 
sinful. For we know that the 
law is spiritual: but I am 
carnal, sold under sin. For 
that which I do, I know not: 
for not what I would, that do 
I practice; but what I hate, 
that I do. But if what I would 
not, that I do, I consent to 
the law that it is good. So 
now it is no more I that do it, 
but sin which dwells in me. 
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For I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, no good thing 
dwells: for to will is present 
with me, but to do that which 
is good is not. For the good 
which I would I do not: but 
the evil which I would not, 
that I practice. But if what 
I would not, that I do, it is 
no more I that do it, but sin 
which dwells in me. I find 
then the law, that, to me who 
would do good, evil is pres-
ent. For I delight in the law 
of Yahweh after the inward 
man: but I see a different 
law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captiv-
ity under the law of sin which 
is in my members. Wretched 
man that I am! Who shall 
deliver me out of the body of 
this death? I thank Yahweh 
through Yahshua the Messiah 
our Master. So then I of myself 
with the mind, indeed, serve 
the law of Yahweh; but with 
the flesh the law of sin.” 

This series of articles was 
prompted by our observation of 
vari ous situations evident in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh at present, 
wherein people who evidently de-
sire to be in the organization and, 
ulti mately, to enter the Kingdom 
of Yahweh, appear to be failing 
to maintain Yahweh’s require-
ments of living by every Word 
of Yahweh’s Covenant. From 
whence comes this situation? Is 
it due to a lack of con centration 
when people do not understand? 
What shall we do then, as an 
organization, as a spiritual 
entity, and as a watchman to 
the house of spiritual Israel in 
Bethel [the House of Elohim]? 
Shall we capitulate to creeping 
worldliness and liberalize bibli-
cal standards, assimilating the 
ways of the world? Shall we be 
like the worldly reli gious orga-
nizations who recognize that 
the Bible teaches a high stan-

dard of morality; yet, if someone 
feels more comfortable doing 
something contrary to Yahweh’s 
Word, allow them to go ahead 
and do it? Shall we merely look 
the other way? Shall we tolerate 
worldliness, as long as none of 
the Elders see you doing wrong? 

Several examples here may 
be helpful to clarify what I am 
think ing. I was visiting the 
home of a nominal Sacred Name 
family who had contacted me 
to help them in their spiritual 
journey. I thought they were 
sincere. On the morning of the 
Sabbath, I arose early, as usual, 
soon after sunup, and I decided 
to walk around outside for a few 
min utes to fill my lungs with 
fresh morning air after a night 
of sleep ing inside. I delight in 
doing that every morning when 
I arise [walk outside and just 
fill my lungs with good, fresh 
air]. Emerging from the house, 
I started walking around, and, 
coming around to the back of the 
dwelling, I came upon the lady of 
the house taking down laundry 
from the line. She looked really 
stunned and embarrassed, and 
said, “Oh my! You caught me!” 
I did not say any thing, but in 
my frustration, I turned around 
and walked back the way I had 
come. She evidently knew she 
was doing wrong that morning. 
The remainder of the Sabbath 
she absented herself pretty much 
from my presence. 

In another nominal Sacred 
Name group, one of their small 
fraternity asked me one day 
how much work can be done on 
the Sabbath around the home. 
“None!,” I hastily replied. “Why?” 
I asked. “Because the leader’s 
wife customarily does a washer 
load or two of laundry on Sab-
bath morning and hangs it out 
on the line outside,” he replied. 
I referred the inquirer to Exodus 
20:8-11 and Exodus 31:12-17. 

Visiting another Sacred Name 

family one weekend, the man of 
the house went to the store on 
Sabbath morning to purchase 
two loaves of bread. “Oh! It is all 
right,” he com mented, “because 
the merchant is Jewish, and 
he opens his store on Sabbath 
morning for the local cus tomers.” 
“Just because he opens his store 
does not make it right to vio late 
Yahweh’s Law and purchase from 
him,” I replied. 

Another situation can be 
consid ered. Early on in the 
ministry, I ordained individuals 
who proved to be unworthy. After 
one of them de parted from the 
organization, one of the members 
in that locality re ported to me 
that the Assemblies of Yahweh 
did not need that man. Here is 
what he told me. “I arrived at 
his home an hour before weekly 
services one Sabbath, because I 
wanted to discuss some matter 
with him before the meeting. As 
I pulled in his drive, I thought I 
saw the man behind his house 
roto-tilling the garden. After I 
parked, I walked around behind 
the house. There was the rotary 
tiller in the garden, but no one 
was around. Obviously, the gar-
den had just been freshly tilled, 
because the earth was turned 
and moist. I also noticed that 
the motor on the rotary tiller 
was hot.” “No,” he said. “You 
do not need someone like that 
to represent the Assem blies of 
Yahweh!” “Why did you not re-
port this to me earlier?” I asked 
this individual. No meaningful 
reply was forthcoming. 

How shall we view such Sab-
bath violations? These incidents 
are not related by what Yahshua 
the Mes siah taught in Luke 
13:10, where it says, “And he 
was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the sab bath 
day. And behold, a woman 
that had a spirit of infirmity 
eigh teen years; and she was 
bowed together, and could in 
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no wise  lift herself up. And 
when Yahshua saw her, he 
called her, and said to her, 
woman, you are loosed from 
your infirmity. And he laid his 
hands upon her: and immedi-
ately she was made straight, 
and glorified Yahweh. And 
the ruler of the synagogue, 
being moved with indignation 
because Yahshua had healed 
on the sabbath, answered and 
said to the multitude, There 
are six days in which men 
ought to work: in them there-
fore come and be healed, and 
not on the day of the sabbath. 
But the Master an swered him, 
and said, You hypocrites, does 
not each one of you on the 
sabbath loose his ox or his 
ass from the stall, and lead 
him away to watering? And 
ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan had bound, lo, these 
eigh teen years, to have been 
loosed from this bond on the 
day of the sabbath? And as he 
said these things all his ad-
versaries were put to shame: 
and all the multi tude rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that 
were done by him.” 

Even Hillel, one of the greatest 
Rabbis of Judaism, taught that 
it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath; however, I know that 
he never taught that washer-
loads of laun dry could be hung 
out on the line on the Sabbath. 
And he never taught that you 
could go into the establishment 
of a Jewish mer chant—who was 
in violation of the Sabbath—and 
purchase bread that you neglect-
ed to purchase on the preparation 
day. Human beings cannot set 
aside the Law of Yahweh! 

Chapter 14 reads, “And it 
came to pass, when he went 
into the house of one of the 
rulers of the Pharisees on a 
sabbath to eat bread, that 
they were watching him. And 

behold, there was before him 
a certain man that had the 
dropsy....” We don’t use the word 
dropsy very much any more. 
The man was suffering from  
fluid retention in the body. His 
legs and feet were swollen and 
filled with fluids, and he was 
obviously in great pain. “And 
Yahshua answering spoke to 
the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath, or not?” This 
kidney disease had to be quickly 
healed, and Yahshua compre-
hended the urgency. He asked, 
“Are you going to condemn me 
if I do it?” “But they held their 
peace [they just kept silent]. 
And he took him, and healed 
him, and let him go. And he 
said to them, Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ox 
fallen into a well, and will 
not straightway draw him up 
on a sabbath day? And they 
could not answer again to 
these things.” Could Yahshua 
the Messiah’s “ox in-the-ditch” 
ruling include hanging clothing 
out to dry on the Sabbath day, or 
stopping by a store and purchas-
ing from a Jewish merchant, or 
roto-tilling the garden on Sab-
bath morning? 

Yahshua referred to things 
that are allowed. Caring for ani-
mals relates to things that can 
be done on the Sabbath; however, 
the incidents I described were all 
the result of a liberal, neglectful 
attitude. They are tasks that 
could have been, and should 
have been, completed before the 
Sabbath day began, because they 
are servile work which must be 
done during the week. Yahshua 
gave assistance to those in need 
by healing those who required 
immediate help, which could be 
accomplished through a spoken 
word. 

Romans 7:6 says, “But now 
we have been discharged from 
the law, having died to that 

in which we were held; so that 
we serve in newness of the 
spirit, and not in oldness of 
the letter.” What were we held 
in? The captivity of sin! We have 
been discharged from the law of 
sin and death to enter the law 
of life and liberty “So that we 
serve in newness of the spir-
it....” I like to include the term 
merely here in the last clause. 
“And not [merely] in oldness of 
the letter.” No! We are now serv-
ing Yahweh in the spirit, so that 
we are following the spirit of the 
Law, rather than just adhering 
to the letter of the Law, which 
some people prefer to bend to 
their own desire, not doing what 
Yahweh expressly instructed. 
Verse 7 reads, “What shall we 
say then? Is the law sin? [Of 
course not! The Law of Yahweh 
is not sin, but it points out sin]. 
By no means—however; I had 
not known sin, except through 
the law: for I had not known 
coveting, except the law had 

We are now 
serving Yahweh 

in the spirit, 
so that we are 
following the 
spirit of the 

Law, rather than 
just adhering 
to the letter of 
the Law, which 

some people 
prefer to bend to 
their own desire, 
not doing what 

Yahweh expressly 
instructed. 
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said [don’t desire something that 
is not yours, or not within your 
capability of somehow obtaining], 
You shall not covet....” 

This is just as the Law of 
Yahweh says in Exodus 20:17, 
“You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house, you 
shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or 
his manservant, or 
his maidservant, or 
his ox, or his ass, or 
anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” We are not 
allowed to covet a neighbor’s 
house. That is his house, not 
yours. He purchased it with 
his labor, you didn’t! You are 
not supposed to covet his wife. 
That is your neighbor’s wife, 
not yours. You cannot covet his 
manservant, or his maidservant. 
That individual is working for 
your neighbor. Don’t covet his 
machinery, or his draft animals 
(in that case ox or ass), because 
they are not your property. He 
does not want to sell them. He 
wants them to use for his own 
endeavors. Do not covet what is 
not yours and what you do not 
have the capability of obtaining; 
be satisfied with what Yahweh 
has given to you. 

He continues on, “but sin [and 
sin is disobedience, violating 
Yahweh's Torah], finding occa-
sion, worked in me through 
the commandment all man-
ner of coveting: for apart 
from the law sin is dead.” 
So, now we know what the Law 
says, and it seems that we find 
ourselves doing things contrary 
to Yahweh’s Law. What are we 
going to do then? “And I was 
alive apart from the law once: 
but when the commandment 
came, sin revived....” It prob-
ably did not merely revive, but it 
took control, because you know 
right from wrong. You have been 
told do not do this, or do that, 
and not something else. “And 

I died....” Why? Because Paul 
realized he was a sinner. He 
realized he would eventually 
be consigned to the lake of fire. 

Paul realized, for example, that 
he should have been doing some-
thing on preparation day and not 
on the sanctified seventh day of 
the week. That Jewish merchant 
I referred to was giving a terrible 
example to the community by 
opening his store on Yahweh’s 
weekly holy day, even though he 
may have imagined that he is 
doing his customers a service. I 
cannot understand how he justi-
fied his attitude. 

Continuing on in Romans 
7:10, “And the command-
ment, which was to life, this 
I found to be to death: for 
sin [violation of Yahweh’s Law], 
finding occasion, through the 
commandment deceived me, 
and through it killed me. So 
that the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and righ-
teous, and good. Did then that 
which is good become death to 
me?” Yes, the Law is good. No, 
the Law did not become death! 
It points out sin—violation of 
the Law—allowing me to change 
my actions that are restricted by 
Yahweh’s Law. Sadly, though, 
many people think, “I will do 
as I please anyway, just because 
Elder Jacob O. Meyer (or one of 
the other Elders, or Graduate 
Obadiahs, or Senior Missionar-
ies) is not there watching me 

violate the Law of Yahweh. I will 
get away with it.” 

Verse 13b continues, “By no 
means. But sin [defined as vio-
lation of Yahweh’s Law in 1 John 
3:4], that it might be shown to 

be sin, by working death to 
me through that which 

is good; that through 
the commandment 
sin might become 
very sinful [obnoxious 
to us].” When we un-

derstand what Yahweh’s 
Word tells us we cannot 

do, then our conscience 
begins working, or it should 

become active. If the conscience 
is no longer sensitive, then you 
have hardened your heart, and 
your conscience is no longer able 
to make you feel uncomfortable 
with an act that Yahweh’s Word 
has forbidden. 

I was talking to one of the 
brethren just this morning, when 
he said that the world has be-
come terribly cold. “Yes,” I said, 
“cold and stony hearted.” Why 
is it that cold and stony hearts 
sometimes develop within the 
Assemblies of Yahweh? 

We will consider this question 
momentarily. We read in verse 
14, “For we know that the law 
is spiritual: but I am carnal, 
sold under sin.” The Law is 
spiritual. It will eventually—with 
Yahweh’s guidance—bring us into 
the spirit realm—the Kingdom of 
Yahweh. Right now, though, we 
must live as we shall in the fu-
ture spirit realm, if Yahweh will 
ever allow us to be changed at 
the resurrection of the just. “For 
that which I do, I know not [I 
don’t know why I do things like 
that, but many times it comes 
from not thinking and concen-
trating]: for not what I would, 
that do I practice; but what 
I hate, that I do....” Human 
nature develops that tendency. 
There is an imperfection in our 
character. There is a stigma of 

The 
Law is spiritual. 

It will eventually—with 
Yahweh’s guidance—bring 
us into the spirit realm—

the Kingdom of 
Yahweh.
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our human composition and of 
weakness in our character as 
human beings. We may have the 
desire to serve Yahweh and to 
live to eternal life, to be in the 
Kingdom of Yahweh, but, during 
times of weakness, we go off the 
track and throw it all away. Can 
we become strong enough so 
that we don’t fail Yahweh and 
Yahshua? We have to! “But if 
what I would not, that I do 
[if I don’t want to do something 
and, yet, I am doing it], I [still] 
consent to the law that it is 
good.” The Law is telling me 
that I am doing wrong; the Law 
is convicting me, as long as my 
heart has not turned to stone, 
becoming cold and unfeeling. 

Continuing in Romans 7:17, 
“So now it is no more I that 
do it, but sin which dwells in 
me....” What are we going to do 
now? Now that we know that 
we desire to do right, but sin 
(violation of the Law) is there, 
what are we going to do? Are 
we going to continue sinning 
with impunity, or will we make 
changes in our lives? 

“For I know that in me, that 
is, in my flesh, no good thing 
dwells: for to will [I am deter-
mined to do right] is present 
with me, but to do that which 
is good is not....” So, we intend 
to do that which is right, don’t 
we? But to actually do it, that 
is where we must determine to 
drive in the wedge, to separate 
between ourselves and the world, 
and determine that we are going 
to make changes. 

“For the good which I would 
I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I practice.” 
Why? Because of that human 
weakness of character that I 
mentioned above! Now that 
we have to become spiritually 
stronger, we must determine 
to do what is right and good in 
the sight of Yahweh. How many 
times does Yahweh refer in that 

way to His Law? We have to do 
not what we personally want to 
do, but what Yahweh wants us to 
do, to overcome our weaknesses. 

“But if what I would not, 
that I do, it is no more I that 
do it, but sin which dwells in 
me. I find then the law [there 
is a law that restricts us, you 
see], that, to me who would 
do good, evil is present.” That 
is the law of human weakness. 
Now we have to overcome that 
stigma or weakness. “For I de-
light in the law of Yahweh 
after the inward man: but 
I see a different law in my 
members [it’s tearing me apart], 
warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into 
captivity under the law of sin 
[violation of the Law and, ulti-
mately, death] which is in my 
members. Wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me out 
of the body of this death? [I am 
in emotional turmoil] I thank 
Yahweh through Yahshua the 
Messiah our Master [Yahshua 
helps me through the example 
of His sinless life; He showed us 
how to live]. So then I of myself 
with the mind, indeed, serve 
the law of Yahweh; but with 
the flesh [I have a tendency to 
serve] the law of sin.” We have 
to get control of ourselves and 
strengthen our spiritual lives in 
the Word! We must exercise self-
control to follow the example of 
Yahshua the Messiah, who lived 
a sin-free life.

Spiritual schizophrenia! That 
is what I see happening, don’t 
you? Schizophrenic believers! 
Is that what we envision for 
the Assemblies of Yahweh, for 
True Worshipers? Wanting to do 
what is right and, yet, yielding 
to Satan and his clever devices 
every time he presents us with 
temptation, thereupon, makes 
us abject sinners! I would like 
to define the term schizophrenia 
as it appears in the Webster’s 

Dictionary of the American 
Language, Second College Edi-
tion. It is defined as, a major 
mental disorder of unknown 
cause, typically characterized by 
a separation between the thought 
processes and the emotions; a 
distortion of reality accompanied 
by delusions and hallucinations; 
a fragmentation of the personal-
ity, motor disturbances, bizarre 
behavior; etc.; often with no loss 
of basic intellectual functions. 
Wow! What a description of 
some people who say that they 
want to serve Yahweh, yet they 
continue to sin! This is what 
I was thinking about as I was 
rereading Romans 7. 

Spiritual schizophrenics? Let’s 
look at it again: a major men-
tal disorder of unknown cause, 
typically characterized by a 
separation between the thought 
processes and the emotions (What 
are we to do? The thought pro-
cess tells us to do one thing, 
but, in weakness, we go on and 
do something else); a distortion 
of reality accompanied by delu-
sions and hallucinations….” 
Does anyone delude themselves 
into thinking that just because 
they have made a commitment 
to Almighty Yahweh and to the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, that 
means that everything we do 
is going to lead to eternal life? 
Yahweh is love, He is going to 
receive me whatever I do? Does 
it matter if I commit adultery, 
or if I act like a terrible person, 
because “Yahweh is love,” and 
He will receive me regardless of 
my manner of life? All I have to 
do is just say, “Please, Yahweh, 
forgive me.” Not showing Yahweh 
we love Him by bearing good 
fruits but just with words, will 
that attitude bring me the bless-
ing of eternal life? Will Almighty 
Yahweh give eternal life to a 
willfully disobedient child? 

This idea began to be broad-
cast on the radio in the 1940s. 
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Evangelists spoke on the radio 
and they urged, only get down 
on your knees and say, “Father 
please forgive me,” and then 
everything will be all right. “The 
Almighty is love, and He will 
forgive you instantly, so that 
you can go on your way rejoic-
ing.” The load lifts, and that is 
it. There are no fruits, baptism, 
or faithful commitment required. 
That is what worldly religion 
teaches. One doesn’t need to 
make a commitment. Just ask 
for forgiveness and salvation will 
automatically happen. I heard 
this spoken by religious teachers 
so many times. “Spiritual schizo-
phrenics,” I conclude. Again, it is 
described as a distortion of reality 
accompanied by delusions. People 
who refuse to overcome their sin-
ful life by bearing the good fruits 
of conversion delude themselves 
into believing a message that 
simply is not scriptural. “And 
hallucinations; a fragmentation 
of the personality....” One part of 
the personality desires to go this 
way, while another part of the 
personality drags the individual 
in the wrong direction. However, 
where are the good fruits of righ-
teous living then? The Devil and 
his demonic hosts also believe in 
one Yahweh, but they will not be 
saved. “Motor disturbances [the 
motor is told to go one way and 
it goes the other way. Actions go 
in the wrong directions], bizarre 
behavior; etc.; often with no loss 
of basic intellectual functions.” 
Oh, such disobedient individuals 
can function well in the world, 
and yet, they are not spiritual 
people. They believe that the 
Holy Spirit is in their heart and 
their life, and, yet, they are not 
bringing forth the good fruits of 
the Spirit. Think about it care-
fully, and you will perceive the 
relationship to what oftentimes 
happens to people in nominal 
religion. When the going gets 
tough, they weaken. Then the 

mental process of justifying un-
scriptural conduct takes over, 
and they reject the Holy Spirit, 
because Yahweh’s Spirit desires 
to lead and guide them into paths 
of obedience. 

Remember the incident that 
happened in Numbers 21. It all 
started with the Canaanites. 
Remember, the Canaanites were 
Baal worshipers. I have taken 
upwards of 20 trips to Israel, 
and I have brought back pho-
tographs of ancient Arad, the 
Canaanite city. The high walls 
that are presently in existence 
were of the Israelite occupation, 
but the Canaanite city is a little 
further down on the slope of the 
hill. This site is located on the 
eastern side of the Negev. Israel, 
in their Exodus, is coming up the 
Arabah Valley. From Arad, you 
could easily see Israel approach-
ing, a gigantic group of people 
(a wave of humanity) coming up 
the Arabah Valley. 

“We have to do something 
about it,” the Canaanites said 
in Numbers 21:1, “And the 
Canaanite, the king of Arad, 
who dwelt in the South, heard 
that Israel came by the way 
of Atharim; and he fought 
against Israel, and took some 
of them captive. And Israel 
vowed a vow to Yahweh, and 
said, If you will indeed deliver 
this people into my hand, then 
I will utterly destroy their 
cities. And Yahweh listened 
to the voice of Israel, and 
delivered up the Canaanites; 
and they utterly destroyed 
them and their cities: and the 
name of the place was called 
Hormah.” It is a site down in the 
Arabah Valley. Yahweh listened 
to the voice of Israel when they 
made a vow that they would 
destroy the Canaanites cities 
because of the pagan worship 
practiced there. 

Remember, the Canaanites 
were Baal worshipers. How 

many times does nominal religion 
still come against the people 
of Yahweh to battle against us 
individually? Nevertheless, we 
must be strong! What are we 
going to do when the victory is 
won over those people? Verse 4 
continues, “And they journeyed 
from mount Hor by the way 
to the Red Sea, to go around 
the land of Edom: and the 
soul of the people was very 
discouraged because of the 
way.” Do we sometimes get so 
discouraged that we are ready to 
turn away from Yahweh? Do we 
get discouraged with the constant 
nagging of the world, or even 
from our unconverted relatives 
and friends? Will we just say, 
“Well, what’s the use, we will go 
to ch-rch with you on Sunday. 
OK! I will still keep the Law in 
my heart and mind, but I will go 
to ch-rch with you, buy them an 
Xmas present, or do something 
contrary to Yahweh’s Torah 
[Law] that I have been taught?” 
Some of those Israelites became 
very discouraged because of the 
difficult way. “And the people 
spoke against Elohim….” They 
probably thought, “This Sabbath 
day is really difficult to keep. 
One can’t do anything on the 
Sabbath. It seems as if the child 
of Yahweh must (more or less) 
drop out of the worldly system 
for a day.” 

I remember a neighbor here at 
Bethel came over several years 
ago and wanted to make peace 
with us after an incident when 
we had installed some flashing 
white strobe lights on the an-
tenna towers of WMLK Radio. 
He offered to give me free passes 
to come to the local air show on 
Saturday. I told him that would 
be impossible. “I can’t attend an 
air show on Saturday; that is the 
Sabbath,” I replied. It is a day of 
rest, meditation, worship, Bible 
study, pondering the message of 
the Sacred Scriptures, and with-
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drawing from worldly pursuits. 
However, after looking at the 
tickets, I saw they had included 
a rain date, so I decided to keep 
the tickets, since there was a 
possibility that it would rain on 
Sabbath, and I could attend the 
air show on Sunday. However, 
he did not comment about my 
discussion of what the Believer 
can do on the Sabbath. 

It is very inconvenient for some 
people to keep the Sabbath, isn’t 
it? One encounters this situation 
all the time—have you? Someone 
said to me at one time that there 
is a good auction coming up. 
They said they were attending 
and could buy the equipment for 
us and then we could pay them 
after the Sabbath. I told the 
individual that there are about 
four or five sales that will offer 
the same equipment. If we can-
not buy equipment during the six 
days of the week when Yahweh’s 
Law allows us to do so, then we 
will do without the equipment. 
Yahweh will, many times, give 
a blessing, and we will come 
across the needed equipment 
somewhere else at an even more 
reasonable price. 

We refuse to become irritated 
when we are forbidden to do 
something on the Sabbath. We 
determine that we will keep the 
Sabbath, and Yahweh is going 
to bless us sometime during the 
six working days, so that we will 
acquire what we need then. The 
soul of the Israelite people got 
very discouraged, because it is a 
long, hard road to salvation. It 
is a hard way, compared to the 
way that the world has chosen, 
because the world concludes 
that one can do anything they 
desire—anything goes. 

Let us continue reading in 
Numbers 21:5. “And the people 
spoke against Elohim and 
against Moses, Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? For 

there is no bread, and there 
is no water; and our soul 
loathes this light bread.” I 
have heard people present some 
rather serious comments against 
the Bible, questioning whether it 
actually is the Word of Elohim. 
What they say behind my back 
may probably be as bad as what 
we are reading here. “Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no bread, and there is 
no water; and our soul loathes 
this light bread.” 

There is no bread? They re-
ceive daily manna! Israel didn’t 
want that, however. They desired 
something more delectable. If 
Yahweh wouldn’t give them 
something else, then they were 
unhappy. It seems to be always 
ego —ego (the first person Greek 
pronoun), us—us, never Yahweh. 
Again we perceive a lack of faith 
and trust. It is not what we 
want, rather it is what Yahweh 
wants, and, then, Yahweh will 
pour out the blessing upon us. 
Always remember, “Persevere, 

and Yahweh will bless!” “Why 
have you brought us up out 
of Egypt....” It was not Moses; 
it was Yahweh who was leading 
Israel to the Promised Land, 
as we today are being led to 
the Kingdom of Yahweh. “For 
there is no bread [Possibly not 
the food we want; yet, we have 
plenty of food to eat], and there 
is no water [yes, but Yahweh 
gives abundant water]; and our 
soul loathes this light bread.” 
Israel lost sight of the goal, 
and the way was now becom-
ing monotonous, tiresome, and 
routine. Do not neglect to notice 
the symbolism here of spiritual 
food and drink for the children 
of Yahweh, blessings falling upon 
Yahweh’s Assembly.

Everyone has experienced 
times in our lives when meals 
became predictable. I would say 
to my wife, “Let’s vary the menu 
a little bit. We have been hav-
ing ‘thus and so’ for a number 
of weeks now on regular days, 
so could we vary the menu a 
bit?” When we got married my 

But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control; 
against such there is no law. 

And they that are of the Messiah Yahshua 
have impaled the flesh with the passions 

and the lusts of it.

If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also walk by the Spirit. 

Let us not become vainglorious, provoking 
one another, envying one another.

GALATIANS 5:22-26
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wife would ask what I want for 
breakfast, lunch, and supper. I 
would reply, “What do you have 
to cook?” She would give me a 
list, and I would say, “You are 
the cook; any one of those dishes 
would be fine. Choose what you 
want.” Here we notice that Israel, 
being well-fed with nutritious 
food, still wanted something 
different. The daily food is too 
monotonous now. “We have had 
almost 40 years of this food. 
Now, we ought to have some 
real bread.” They lost the vision 
of the Promised Land, where, 
after merely another year or 
two of manna on their journey, 
they would receive bread in 
abundance. 

That is when Yahweh sent the 
fiery serpents among the people. 
Fire sometimes represents Torah, 
but it also symbolizes destruc-
tion. The law of the Adversary 
(Satan)—the law of sin and 
death—is what the serpents 
represent here. This is similar 
to what we were reading in 
Romans 7. When Israel began 
speaking against Yahweh, the 
Adversary attacked the people. 
“And Yahweh sent fiery ser-
pents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and many 
people of Israel died.” This is 
that venom that comes from the 
evil spirit of Satan the Adversary. 

“And the people came to 
Moses, and said, We have 
sinned, because we have 
spoken against Yahweh, and 
against you; pray to Yahweh, 
that he will take away the 
serpents from us. And Moses 
prayed for the people. And 
Yahweh said to Moses, Make 
you a [representation of this] 
fiery serpent, and set it on 
a standard....” This is not the 
caduceus that is the symbol of 
the medical profession, nor does 
the text tell us that the serpent 
was affixed to a cross. The text 
instructs Moses to put this sym-

bol upon a flag staff (a pole or 
standard), up high so the people 
could see it. “And it shall come 
to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall 
live....” When they look at the 
representation of the serpent, 
they will realize that they have 
followed the wrong spirit, re-
alize that they have allowed 
themselves to get diverted away 
from Yahweh, and have begun to 
accuse Yahweh wrongfully. 

Can we assert that it is not 

good enough for us to dwell in 
the Assemblies of Yahweh as our 
spiritual home? Do we want to 
experience the world also? That 
situation takes us right back to 
the third chapter of Genesis when 
Satan told Eve that Yahweh is 
withholding something from her. 
“You ought to have better than 
this, Eve. Why can’t you partake 
of the fruit of that other tree? You 
only have 99 trees to eat from. 
Perhaps the fruit from that other 
tree is something important that 
Yahweh is withholding from you. 
So, go over and take some of the 
fruit from the tree of knowing the 
good and knowing the evil and 
eat it. It is good, because Elohim 

knows that when you begin to eat 
of it, you will become like Him.” 
Satan intended to put doubt and 
negativity in Eve’s mind. 

The same concept emerges 
here in this passage. A similar 
situation has developed. “And 
Moses made a serpent of 
bronze, and set it upon the 
standard: and it came to pass, 
that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he looked 
to the serpent of bronze, he 
lived.” (Numbers 21:9). Why 
did he live? It is because he 
could identify the root of his 
problem and make changes in 
his thinking. 

I can assure you, and guar-
antee you, of the importance 
of studying through the lesson 
titled, Instructions in Cov-
enant Commitment, with 
people before baptism. When new 
members declare their desire to 
be saved and we perceive them 
bearing the fruits that demon-
strate their sincere dedication to 
Yahweh, then we know they are 
on the right pathway to salva-
tion. Unless they are willing to 
declare their commitment in the 
three statements of our Public 
Confession of Faith, and to 
adhere to the Instructions in 
Covenant Commitment, we 
cannot baptize them. We must 
know that their baptism is not 
an exercise in futility. The third 
promise (or vow) that we make to 
Yahweh is this: “Are you willing 
to work with [to cooperate with] 
the brethren of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh, to witness the good news 
of the Kingdom of the Heavens, 
and to aid all sincere seekers 
after Truth [whom they might 
encounter] to find the true way 
to life everlasting?” I always 
explain that this deals with 
fraternal cooperation that will 
make the Assemblies of Yahweh 
into an organism. Did you ever 
look up the word cooperation in 
the dictionary? The term is very 

Unless an 
individual 

determines to 
turn away from 
sin and make 
their covenant 
with Yahweh, 
it is only an 
exercise in 

futility to baptize 
them.
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simply explained—co,” meaning 
with, and operari, which means 
to work. So, to work with, together 
or in unity, is the dictionary 
definition, to work with another, 
or others, toward a common ef-
fort. Some of the synonyms are 
combined, or joint effort. That 
is what cooperation means—to 
work together to achieve one 
goal. 

We do not baptize people un-
less they can forthrightly answer 
“yes” to these questions that 
summarize their Faith. They 
have to agree that they will 
turn their backs on Satan and 
the world, that they accept the 
shed blood of Yahshua to cleanse 
them from sin, and that they 
will cooperate with the brethren 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh to 
complete the Great Commission. 
Unless an individual determines 
to turn away from sin and make 
their Covenant with Yahweh, it 
is only an exercise in futility to 
baptize them.

2 Corinthians 6:1 reads, “And 
working together with him we 
entreat also that you receive 
not the grace of Yahweh in 
vain.” The grace of Yahweh 
means His unmerited kindness, 
mercy, and forgiveness of sin. 
Can that happen, that we receive 
the grace of Yahweh in vain? 
Today, too many people, when 
they enter into their marital 
vows, do so with reservations. 
In the back of their minds, they 
conclude that if it does not work 
out, they will divorce their mate 
and seek a new one. Perhaps the 
marriage will work out, or maybe 
it won’t. Here, in the Assemblies 
of Yahweh, we have received His 
ultimate Truth. Some people, 
after vowing their dedication and 
faithfulness to Yahweh, decide 
they are going to compromise 
and go in another direction. 

2 Corinthians 6:2 says, “(For 
he says, At an acceptable time 
I listened to you, And in a day 

of salvation did I help you: 
behold, now is the acceptable 
time; behold, now is a day of 
salvation).” Why a (indefinite 
article) day and not the (definite 
article) day? The answer is be-
cause the millennium age will 
also be a day of salvation. Today 
is a day of salvation, and right 
now is the acceptable time for 
all of us to make our decision 
to serve Him. Right now is the 
time that we ought to grasp and 
use for putting forth the effort to 
bear good fruits. Continuing in 
2 Corinthians 6:3, “Giving no 
occasion of stumbling [always, 
this is what is necessary] in 
anything, that our ministra-
tion be not blamed....” 

Who gets the blame when 
people lose sight of the goal and 
leave the Assemblies of Yahweh? 
It is always asked, “Elder Meyer, 
why has this person, or that 
person, left the Assemblies of 
Yahweh? Something must be 
wrong with you.” They don’t look 
at the facts showing that the per-
son was spiritually weak. They 
were not living a converted life. 
“But in everything commend-
ing ourselves, as ministers of 
Yahweh, in much patience 
[have not I been patient in trying 
to encourage people to do what is 
right and live a righteous life?], 
in afflictions [don’t you think 
I lie awake at night thinking 
what more could I have done for 
that person?], in necessities, in 
distresses [no, I have not been 
physically attacked; possibly I 
will be some day], in stripes, in 
imprisonments [I haven’t been 
imprisoned, but I have gone to 
visit prisoners], in tumults, in 
labors, in watchings, in fast-
ings [Where did our Tuesday 
fast day originate? Because we 
implored Almighty Yahweh to 
spare this ministry when it was 
under assault more than 20 years 
ago]; in pureness [what are we 
encouraging the people to do? 

To purify your mind, heart, and 
life, and become a pure saint of 
Yahweh’s], in knowledge….”

For the past 30 years, I have 
been teaching Obadiah School 
of the Bible. When I can, I have 
been teaching Dalet School. I had 
hopes that Obadiah School of 
the Bible would be much larger 
than what it is today when we 
began it almost 30 years ago in 
1974. I have been giving knowl-
edge freely to those who want to 
receive it, but how many people 
have then turned against the 
Word they were taught after they 
had received the knowledge? Now 
it seems they know more than 
the instructor does. 

“In long-suffering [in pa-
tience], in kindness, in the 
Holy Spirit....” Haven’t we 
explained time after time that 
the Holy Spirit is Yahweh’s own 
personality dwelling within us? 
Then, how can Yahweh’s own 
personality go out and commit 
adultery, steal, and violate the 
Sabbath? It is shocking when 
you think about it. The Holy 
Spirit is in our heart, life, and 
in our mind; therefore, we must 
live like Yahweh has instructed 
us in the Bible. Why, then, are 
people weak? Has our love for 
the brethren been only a pre-
tended love? 

When someone comes up to 
me, saying that they are not 
feeling well, or they have this 
or that problem, my heart and 
body suffers pain with them. I 
start thinking of what can I do 
to possibly assist in alleviating 
that pain. I am not a doctor, but, 
of course, there are a lot of home 
remedies that one can use and 
perhaps some such suggestion 
will help to alleviate the pain. 

One time, on a visit to the 
island of Dominica, I was called 
upon by a man in the Assembly 
to pray for his child. He had 
brought his little boy, who was 10 
or 11 months old, and said, “Elder 
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Meyer, would you please pray for 
this little child. This child is de-
teriorating. He will surely die.” I 
looked at the little baby, and his 
eyes were sunken deep into his 
head. His eyes were dark, and 
the child was emaciated—little 
more than skin and bones. I 
knew that this child was going 
to die if something was not done 
quickly. I reached into my pocket 
and took my vial of anointing oil 
out and began praying for this 
little child. As I prayed very sin-
cerely and diligently for this little 
boy, as happens many times, a 
thought or question would cross 
my mind. After I concluded the 
prayer, I questioned this young 
man and his wife that had come 
with the child. I asked, “Has the 
child been sick recently?” “Yes, 
the child has been sick,” they 
replied. I asked again, “Did the 
child receive any oral antibiot-
ics?” “Yes!” they said, “The doctor 
gave us a prescription, and we 
had to put the antibiotics in 
his milk.” “Oh!” I said, “Now 
I know what’s wrong with the 
child. What you should do right 
now is obtain some yogurt from 
the store, or, if you can’t get 
yogurt, get some fresh milk and 
put some vinegar in it and feed 
the clabbered milk to the child. 
Give the child all of the yogurt 
he will eat. That antibiotic has 
killed the enzymes in his stom-
ach so that he cannot digest 
his food any longer. Unless you 
replenish those enzymes—rebuild 
them with yogurt or clabbered 
milk—the child will die. 

The next time I was in Domi-
nica, I asked someone about 
the child. They replied that the 
child was thriving and growing. 
I asked, “Is the family attend-
ing services now?” They replied, 
“No.” I rejoice that I was able 
to help save a life when a doc-
tor was remiss. He should have 
told the parents to give the 
child yogurt when he prescribed 

antibiotics to return the child to 
health. I thank Yahweh the child 
is still alive, but what happened? 
It is ungratefulness, just as the 
nine lepers that Yahshua healed 
did not return to thank Yahshua 
[Luke 17:11-19]. 

Continuing on, we read,  
“...in love unfeigned.” Yes, we 
try our best to greet everyone 
with a smile at all times. That 
is what the Rabbis of Judaism 
taught. Greet everyone with a 
smile and try to be friendly My 
love is not pretended. My love is 
actual. “In the word of truth [I 
try to speak the Word of Yahweh 
faithfully], in the power of 
Yahweh [showing that Yahweh 
has power to lead us to the King-
dom of Yahweh and to resurrect 
us in the Kingdom someday]; by 
the armor of righteousness on 
the right hand and on the left 
[everywhere we must be clothed 
with the Truth of Yahweh so that 
we can withstand the attacks of 
the Adversary], by glory and 
dishonor; by evil report and 
good report....” How many 
people have gone out of the As-
sembly and said, “Elder Jacob O. 
Meyer has deceived us? We don’t 
need to use the Sacred Name 
exclusively in our worship. We 
can know it, and it can be in our 
minds and hearts. We can still 
worship on any day we please. 
Do we really need to keep the 
Sabbath?” “As deceivers, and 

yet true; as unknown, and yet 
well known; as dying, and 
behold, we live; as chastened, 
and not killed; as sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing....” That 
is what Yahweh does to keep 
me on balance. We cannot allow 
ourselves to get too high, or too 
low, it seems. Yahweh knows 
what He is doing. “As poor; yet 
making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing 
all things.” This is a descrip-
tion of the Assemblies of Yahweh 
ministry (in my experience). I 
have experienced many of the 
things that Paul has, but I have 
not endured all of the persecution 
that he did. 

He says, “Our mouth is 
open to you, Oh Corinthians, 
our heart is enlarged [You 
can look at our heart. We will 
discuss whatever you need to 
discuss. Our heart is ready to 
communicate, because we love 
you.]. You are not distressed 
in us, but you are distressed 
in your own affections. [That 
is where your problems lie, be-
cause of spiritual schizophrenia. 
You are dividing your personality 
between desiring to be in the 
world and wanting to be in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, so the ac-
cusations fly to justify yourselves. 
Right there it is! Read it again. 
We are not the problem! You are 
distressed in your own affections, 
the things you desire.] Now for 

"There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as you were also called in one 

hope of your calling: one Master, 
one faith, one baptism, one El and 
Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in all."
EPHESIANS 4:4-6
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a recompense in like kind (I 
speak as unto children), you 
also be enlarged.” Take a look 
at the broader issues and the 
broader picture of your own life 
and how it relates to the King-
dom of Yahweh. 

Remember in 1 Corinthians 
3:8, Paul is discussing his minis-
try. He explains in 1 Corinthians 
3:6, “I planted, Apollos wa-
tered; but Yahweh gave the 
increase. So then neither is he 
that plants anything, neither 
he that waters; but Yahweh 
that gives the increase. Now 
he that plants and he that 
waters are one [the New Eng-
lish Bible renders this: “they 
work as a team”]. That is the 
problem that appears in many 
people—lack of teamwork. 

This week I happened to tune 
into the RFD channel, and there 
were some great videos shown 
depicting plowing with various 
teams of horses and even an ox 
team. Because of my growing up 
driving horses on the farm, I was 
very interested in this program. 
There was one plow shown that 
took a dozen horses to pull it. 
They had hitched twelve Bel-
gians to the load. The drivers 
had four in a gang, with three 
hitches pulling this plow. “They 
were plowing a lot of land,” I 
thought to myself. How much 
work did it take to break those 
horses to work as a team? There 
were two drivers standing on 
the plow with two sets of lines 
guiding the team. I thought to 
myself, “How much work did it 
take to get the twelve horses 
working together.” 

Also, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
years ago, at a circus gathering, 
we saw a hitch pulling a huge 
circus wagon. I said when I heard 
of the event, “This is something 
I want to see.” It requires quite 
a lot of work, effort, and men to 
get a team like this to work to-
gether, because not all the horses 

will want to work together as a 
cohesive unit. 

However, I am thinking about 
the thousands of members of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh. We must 
work as a team, and I sometimes 
conclude that that is the hard-
est objective to accomplish. Yet, 
the Holy Spirit is a unity—it is 
not divided—and it draws us 
together.

In Ephesians 4:1 we read, 
“I therefore, the prisoner in 
Yahweh, beseech you that you 
walk worthily of the calling 
with which you were called, 
with all lowliness and meek-
ness [not in arrogance; Yahweh 
hates haughtiness and arrogance; 
He instructs us all to be meek 
and lowly], with long-suffering, 
forbearing one another in 
love; giving diligence to keep 
the UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 
in the bond of peace. There 
is one body, and one Spirit....” 
Some people find it hard to be-
lieve in that instruction. Some 
say this group does some good, 
or in ch-rchianity, you can find 
some good in certain groups. 
So can it be bad? However, it is 
not I who wrote this Scripture, 
I am just reading it. When the 
text declares that there is one 
Body and one Holy Spirit, we 
must ask ourselves, “How can 
the Holy Spirit be divided into 
many different bodies and spir-
its?” “Even as you were also 
called in one hope [not many] 
of your calling: one Master 
[not many, only one Yahshua the 
Messiah], one faith, one bap-
tism [not many different types, 
such as sprinkling, or immersion, 
spraying with a water hose], one 
El and Father of all, who is 
over all....” Are you sure there 
are not many elohim? Even Zeus, 
Jupiter, Thor, Baal, or another 
religion might contain some good. 

All of these many opinions 
opened the door of my mind, 
and I concluded I must study 

the Bible to find out what my 
Heavenly Father requires of me 
to find salvation in the Kingdom 
of Yahweh. “And through all, 
and in all. But to each one 
of us was the grace given 
according to the measure of 
the gift of the Messiah.... ” We 
have been recipients of Yahweh’s 
grace and mercy, and we have 
received the gift of His Holy 
Spirit and that Spirit will lead 
us to be unified. 

We can accomplish nothing 
without teamwork. That 40-
horse hitch in Wisconsin, with 
every horse pulling together, 
is what moved the huge circus 
wagon. Those 12 Belgian horses 
in that video, all pulling together, 
quickly plowed a considerable 
amount of land, as fast as a 
tractor would pull two bottom 
16-inch plows. Teamwork will 
accomplish something, and 
unless there is teamwork and 
unity—everyone working as a 
team with Yahweh and Yahshua 
and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit of Yahweh—we will 
accomplish nothing. We must 
bear good fruits, which is the 
only tangible thing we have to 
demonstrate the development of 
our spiritual life. How far have 
you come, and what are your 
fruits? Only you can answer. 

Let us turn to Matthew 3:1. 
“And in those days comes 
John the Baptist, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, Repent; for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he that was spoken of 
through Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, The voice of one cry-
ing, In the wilderness Make 
ready the way of Yahweh, 
Make his paths straight; Now 
John himself had his raiment 
of camel’s hair; and a leather 
girdle about his loins; and 
his food was locusts and wild 
honey [He was living a rather 
austere life, wasn’t he?]. Then 
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went out to him Jerusalem, 
and all Judea, and all the re-
gion all around the Jordan....” 
Sometimes commentators explain 
that this is hyperbole, but I 
think John’s preaching emptied 
the cities of their inhabitants to 
hear this magnificent preacher 
preaching the coming of the 
Kingdom of Yahweh, “Make ready 
the way of Yahweh! Meshiach is 
about to make His appearance!” 
I see a similar situation today. 
Meshiach (Messiah) is soon to 
come. Is the world listening, or 
is the message falling on deaf 
ears? Tomorrow, after studying 
this article, will you just go back 
to your same old rut and will 
stay there? Do you really believe 
that you have to make an effort 
to change in anticipation of the 
Messiah’s return? “And they 
were baptized of him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. But when he saw many 
of the Pharisees and Saddu-
cees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, You offspring of 
vipers [you don’t have the right 
spirit], who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come?” 
Are you here just to see if I will 
incriminate myself? Or to see 
if you can gather something to 
accuse me?

Remember, John the Baptist 
was a priest. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees probably thought, 
“Why are you not in Jerusalem 
serving with the priesthood? 
Why are you here looking like 
some common laborer or hermit? 
With sermons like that, you 
should be on a silver chariot.” 
Matthew 3:8 continues, “Bring 
forth therefore fruit worthy of 
repentance: And think not to 
say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father....” 
They probably said, “Fruits? We 
come with a pedigree a yard long, 
and that is good enough.” We 
cannot baptize those who have 
not genuinely turned away from 

sin, so we asked to see the fruits, 
the same as did John the Baptist. 
Has the conversion process for 
you failed? Where have we gone 
wrong? Haven’t we preached the 
whole counsel of the Word of 
Yahweh? In Ephesians 4:25 and 
29 we see, “Therefore, putting 
away falsehood [violation of 
the ninth commandment], speak 
you truth each one with his 
neighbor [we are supposed to 
be speaking not with the forked 
tongue, but with the straight 
tongue of truth]: for we are 
members, one of another [it 
is all going to reflect back to us 
as a corporate group]... Let no 
corrupt speech [here it is again, 
a reference to the poison tongue] 
proceed out of your mouth, but 
such as is good for edifying 
as the need may be, that it 
may give grace to them that 
hear: And grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of Yahweh….” 

The word in Greek translated 
grieve is empayo, #3076, to dis-
tress or sadden the Holy Spirit of 
Yahweh. Is it possible for you to 
make the Holy Spirit of Yahweh 
sad? Can you distress Yahweh, 
since it is Yahweh’s Spirit? Can 
you, with the Holy Spirit in 
your heart, do the things that 
the world does? When Yahweh 
told me to get ready for the 
Second Coming of the Messiah, 
I believed the message and made 
the necessary changes. Let us not 
sadden the Holy Spirit by lying, 
committing adultery, character 
assassination, violating the Sab-
bath, etc., returning to the sin of 
our former lives. We have to do 
that which is right and good in 
Yahweh’s sight. We must honor 
our father and mother, and 
that’s one of the hardest things 
that people are confronted with 
doing. Yet, unless we do, we are 
saddening the Spirit of Yahweh. 
“In which you were sealed to 
the day of redemption.” 

“Let all bitterness [it is the 

bitter root that grows up and 
defiles many], and wrath, and 
anger; and clamor; and rail-
ing, be put away from you, in 
all malice: and be kind one 
to another; tender hearted, 
forgiving each other; even as 
Yahweh also in the Messiah 
forgave you.” These things Paul 
wrote are excellent exhortations 
for all of us today. Backsliding 
will certainly sadden the Holy 
Spirit of Yahweh. “Has your con-
version process failed?” I asked. 
To return to sinning will bring 
upon the sinner eventual death 
in the lake of fire. The Scrip-
tures say it—I am just quoting 
the words of the Apostle. Surely 
the Bible instructs us to forgive 
the one who sins in a time of 
weakness, and we do that gladly; 
however, what about repeated 
violations? You are not forgiv-
en until you bring forth good 
fruits that are in harmony with  
Yahweh’s Covenant Law. 

When does 1 Corinthians 5 
take effect? We read in verse 9, 
“I wrote to you in my letter to 
have no company with forni-
cators.” If someone repeatedly is 
guilty of sexual immorality, can 
we just automatically welcome 
them back into the Assembly? Is 
it going to benefit anything for 
that person to sit here and listen 
and not to apply what the Bible 
teaches? “Not at all meaning 
with the fornicators [you can’t 
regulate fornication in the world; 
there is a lot of that, adultery, 
and other sexual sins] of this 
world, or with the covetous or 
extortioners, or with idolaters 
[that idolatry is certainly evident 
in the materialism of our day]; 
for then you must necessar-
ily go out of the world: but 
as it is, I wrote to you not to 
keep company....” What does 
that mean? Just embrace these 
people when they reject their 
vows of dedication to Yahweh 
through sin and depart from 
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the organization? Whatever sin 
they do, they are responsible for 
it. “If any man that is named 
a brother be a fornicator; or 
covetous….” 

We do not live a lavish, ma-
terialistic life. We don’t covet 
other people’s possessions. This 
is because we have turned our 
backs on materialism since 1962. 
When the Word of Yahweh began 
to become plain to us, we dedi-
cated our lives to Yahweh. My 
wife told someone that having a 
lot of worldly possessions means 
nothing to us anymore, because 
what means something to us now 
is understanding the Bible and 
knowing what we must do to be 
saved. “Or an idolater [we try 
never to allow anything to stand 
between us and Yahweh!].” 

One of our family reunions 
was on a Sunday, and I went. 
However, last year it was on 
the Sabbath, and now the fam-
ily cannot understand why I 
could not attend. I could not 
attend because I am not going 
to violate Yahweh’s Sabbath by 
doing my own pleasure. “Or a 
reviler; or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such a one 
no, not to eat.” Does that mean 
we should sit down at a meal 
with him, or to let him into the 
Assembly for the spiritual feast 
available here on every Sabbath 
and holy day? Both meanings 
can be applied to the Scripture. 
“For what have I to do with 
judging them that are out-
side? Do you not judge them 
that are inside? [We had better 
make rational decisions. Are we 
Yahweh’s people or sinners? Are 
we violating the Covenant?] But 
them that are outside Elohim 
judges. Put away [in the New 
International Version, this is 
rendered as expel] the wicked 
man from among yourselves.” 

When does 1 Corinthians 5:9-
13 take effect? When the person 
no longer bears good fruit, Satan 

has taken over their lives. They 
must be avoided, so that we don’t 
partake of their spirit. We cannot 
have here, in the organization, 
anyone who is a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing. Sinners are a corrupting 
influence on the sincere people 
who are working out their own 
salvation. Are you going to make 
the necessary changes in your 
life, or has the conversion process 
failed? Have you backslidden and 
rejected Yahweh’s Covenant? You 
can do anything you please as 
a free moral agent, but not in 
Yahweh’s Assembly. How often 
have I said that? You are a free, 
moral agent. You can worship the 
Devil if you wish to do that, but 
not while inside the organization. 
Here we will faithfully follow 
the Sacred Scriptures! We teach 
that the Holy Spirit is Yahweh’s 
personality. I believe it, but, then 
again, would Yahweh do the 
things that the world does, or 
would Yahshua? Can you perceive 
how the people of the world who 
reject Yahweh’s commandments 
cannot have the Holy Spirit? 

Let us read John 3:25-28, 
32-34. “There arose therefore 
a questioning on the part of 
John’s disciples with a Jew 
about purifying. And they 
came to John, and said to 
him, Rabbi, he that was with 
you beyond the Jordan, to 
whom you have borne witness, 
behold, the same baptizes, and 
all men come to him. John 
answered and said, A man 
can receive nothing, except 
it has been given him from 
heaven. You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, I am 
not the Messiah, but, that I 
am sent before him... What 
he has seen and heard, of 
that he bears witness; and no 
man receives his witness. He 
that has received his witness 
has set his seal to this, that 
Yahweh is true. For he whom 
Yahweh has sent speaks the 

words of Yahweh: for he gives 
not the Spirit by measure.” 
Do we clearly understand this 
passage? He does not give the 
spirit by measure, but can we 
violate the Torah commandments 
without expecting Yahweh’s judg-
ment to fall? 

How about Psalm 133? This is 
the great Psalm that everyone 
wants to read, but how many 
intend to apply it? “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together 
in unity [to combine in joint ef-
fort]! It is like the precious oil 
[that filters throughout the whole 
body when you pour a little oil 
on someone it will cover their 
whole body] upon the head, 
That ran down upon the 
beard, Even Aaron’s beard; 
That came down upon the 
skirt of his garments; Like the 
dew of Hermon, That comes 
down upon the mountains of 
Zion: For there Yahweh com-
manded the blessing, Even 
life for evermore.” 

Brethren, we have a long way 
to go to fulfill Psalm 133. Yahweh 

Are you going 
to make the 

necessary 
changes in 

your life, or has 
the conversion 
process failed? 

Have you 
backslidden 
and rejected 

Yahweh’s 
Covenant? 
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exalt themselves in the eyes of 
the people of Yahweh. Paul ex-
horts the Galatians to desire for 
themselves the spiritual maturity 
of the Messiah. He declares his 
frustration at the detour they 
have taken. 

“Take the shape of Messiah” 
is a very interesting expression 
Paul employs. We must recall 
again that the Messiah is our 
example that we should walk in 
His steps, 1 Peter 2:21. Yahshua 
the Messiah revealed the Father 
to His disciples and to those 
who would read the words of 
the disciples and believe them. 
John 14:9 and 17:20. We cannot 
go wrong by living the life Mes-
siah Yahshua did. 

Messiah kept the feasts of 
Yahweh and He kept all of the 
commandments of Yahweh per-
fectly. He did no sin (He did not 

transgress the law of Yahweh), 
1 Peter 2:22. He kept the law 
of Yahweh perfectly in all of its 
spiritual intent. He castigated 
the Pharisees and Sadducees 
for leading people astray by 
their traditional interpretation 
of the law of Yah weh that bound 
heavy burdens upon the people, 
burdens that were grievous to 
be borne. 

“You leave the command-
ment of Elohim, and hold fast 
the tradition of men. And He 
said unto them, Full well do 
you reject the commandment 
of Elohim, that you may keep 
your tradition.” (Mark 7:8-9) 

The religious establishment in 
Judaism had rejected the com-
mandments of Yahweh in favor 
of maintaining their Babylonian 
traditions. Some of the propo-
nents of the Jewish tradition had 
invaded the Messianic Assembly 
of Yahweh in Galatia. Paul was 

trying hard to save the Gala-
tians from deep disappointment 
by going down the wrong road 
of Rab binical legalism. Such a 
course would lead the assembly 
away from the Messiah and from 
the intimate relationship that 
they enjoyed with the Heavenly 
Father. 

That legalistic approach was 
based on the rite of circum cision 
and the sacrificial system, a 
ritualistic worship that Paul 
condemned because it was not 
taking them back to the founda-
tion, the promised Messiah of 
Genesis 3:15. 

The exhortation that Paul 
gave the Galatians remains 
valid for today. Don’t return to 
the old system of worship that 
is not in harmony with Yahweh’s 
Word. Keep the command ments 
of Yahweh or your way into the 
Kingdom will be barred. Go on 
to perfection.    

expects us to be more spiritual 
than nominal religion. We must 
follow 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. By 
one spirit, we are all baptized 
into one body; remember, unity 
means obedience to the Law of 
Yahweh, and it is necessary, if we 
hope to enter into the Kingdom 
of Yahweh, because Yahweh is 
Echad (one). He is unified—
never divided. United obedience 
without hypocrisy is necessary 
to please Yahweh. We can never 
allow the liberal attitudes and 
the immoral practices that ap-
pear in nominal ch-rchianity in 
the world to enter the Assem-
blies of Yahweh. Ch-rchianity 
maintains the atmosphere of 
imagining that Almighty Yahweh 
will tolerate just about anything, 

any kind of attitude, or im-
moral conduct. When we become 
members of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh, we are expected to live 
the Kingdom-way of life to the 
best of our ability. Otherwise, 
we have become spiritual schizo-
phrenics—hypocrites—living a 
double life. We might be able to 
function mentally, but spiritually, 
we are cripples. 

Yahweh Elohim will not toler-
ate such devious behavior. He 
will judge us, as He has done 
the deviant nations of the past, 
and replace us with someone 
else. Those outside can do just 
as they please and, as Paul says, 
“Yahweh judges them.” Inside the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, we must 
judge and evaluate the fruits ac-

cording to Yahweh’s standards, 
and we must do so strictly. We 
must learn to see ourselves as He 
sees us, knowing our hearts and 
minds. We cannot be part-time 
members of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh. We are Yahweh’s chil-
dren when we are in our homes, 
at our jobs, or walking down the 
street in our neighborhood. We 
are not just members of the As-
semblies of Yahweh when we are 
in Yahweh’s meeting hall. With 
Yahweh’s help, we can grow in 
grace to be more like Him, so 
that we may please Him and be 
blessed, so that someday we may 
be allowed to be with Yahshua 
the Messiah in His Kingdom. 
May Yahweh bless us as we seek 
to do His Will!    

Continued from page 6.
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What's Happening 
at Bethel

Arrival of new WMLK Ampegon Transmitter
WMLK, the Assemblies of Yahweh international shortwave radio station, has recently received the new, 

state-of-the-art Ampegon transmitter that is capable of delivering a clear, crisp sound with the greatest 
efficiency available. This new transmitter will broadcast at 300,000 watts of power, and, in this way, MOST OF 
THE INHABITED AREAS OF THE WORLD WILL BE COVERED WITH THIS END-TIME MESSAGE 
THROUGH THE POWERFUL SIGNAL OF WMLK RADIO, in fulfillment of the prophecy of Matthew 24:14. 
“And these good tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a testimony to all 
the nations; and then shall the end come.”

If Yahweh lays this need upon your heart, and you desire to join us in this endeavor, we pray that His richest 
blessing will be upon you. Send your contributions to Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, Bethel, PA 
19507, and mark them—WMLK Upgrading Project.
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Into All 
the World!

WMLK
Radio WMLK is the shortwave radio 

voice of the Assemblies of Yahweh. A new 
transmitter is being prepared to take Yahweh’s 

message of salvation to the ends of the 
earth. This new transmitter will be a six-fold 
increase over the original transmitter, as well 
as broadcast with the greatest efficiency and 

sound quality available today. We hope that all 
readers will thrill with the knowledge that the 

Great Commission will soon be fulfilled! 

“And these good tidings of the kingdom 
shall be preached in the whole world for a 
testimony to all the nations; and then shall 

the end come.” 
(MATTHEW 24:14). 

For more information on 
this historic undertaking of 
a new transmitter and how 

you can help to restore 
WMLK to the airwaves, 

log onto 
AssembliesofYahweh.com, 
WMLK.net, or write the

Assemblies of Yahweh at 
the address provided inside 

front cover
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