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Green ears of barley are beautifully 
portrayed on this month's cover. The 
earlier of the grain crops of Israel, barley 
begins to grow as soon as the ground 
warms sufficiently. Usually in the month 
of March, the heads emerge and bloom.

Spring rains cause the barley and the 
wheat to grow tall and the heads to fill 
with plump grain. After the Sabbath that 
falls on Passover or during the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, the wave sheaf offer‑
ing was presented before Yahweh—the 
first fruits of the barley harvest.

Yahshua the Messiah rose from the 
dead and was the spiritual fulfillment of 
the wave sheaf. "But now has the Mes-
siah been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of them that are asleep." 
(1 Corinthians 15:20).

Have you made your calling and elec‑
tion sure so that you will have a place 
in the first resurrection that will occur 
at Yahshua's second coming?
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1 The New Moon of Green Ears
Yahweh’s calendar, based upon the lunar year, is separate from the solar 
calendar which ch‑rchianity uses today. Yahweh’s calendar is set by the 
new moon of green ears, which identifies the first scriptural month. Will 
you keep Yahweh’s feast days in their appointed time? Join with Assem‑
blies of Yahweh as we implement Yahweh’s calendar—not by astronomical 
calculations—but by the new moon of green ears. 

10 The Days of Unleavened Bread

Ch‑rchianity ignores the keeping of Yahweh’s annual holy days outlined 
in Leviticus 23 and has missed the vitally significant lessons Almighty 
Yahweh wishes us to learn concerning His plan of salvation.

21 Letters to Bethel

We appreciate your communication! Excerpted from heartfelt letters that 
we have received in the mailbox here at Bethel.

Page 10
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The New Moon of Green Ears

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

New MooN
of Green Ears

The

Human behavioral cycles have 
been frequently discussed and 
interpreted by sociologists. Why 
does every civilization routinely 
celebrate holidays? Mankind 
seems to have an innate heredi-
tary need to devote some time 
to celebration. The annual high 

points of any civilization seem to 
be its religious and civil festivals 
that it celebrates.

Exactly the same was true in 
Israel when, collectively, during 
certain times of the year, they 
would leave their homes and vil-
lages to meet at a central point 

in Jerusalem where they would 
worship Yahweh. Very few Bible 
readers have ever thoroughly 
researched this necessity and 
discovered the importance of 
observing these  sacred seasons 
of Yahweh. Here, an immediate 
dividing line is drawn between 
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those who accept Yahweh’s Law 
in its entirety and those who only 
accept one, or some, of the Ten 
Commandments.

Yahweh’s sacred festivals are 
grouped into three separate time 
periods during the year. “Three 
times in a year you shall keep 
a feast unto Me in the year….” 
(Exodus 23:14). Notice that this 
passage of Scripture constitutes 
a clear command from Yahweh: 
three times in a year (or three 
distinct periods during the year) 
Yahweh’s holy days must be kept. 
These are Yahweh’s feast days, “a 
feast unto Me. . . . ” They are not 
feasts of the Jews, Israelites, or 
merely of men. These holy days 
are Yahweh’s feasts. They can-
not be neglected with impunity 
if we believe in the veracity of 
the Sacred Scriptures. 

This command from Yahweh 
was rigorously observed in early 
Israelite history and is very well 
documented as being observed 
 during New Testament times 
also. Several times during the 
year, Yahweh’s people would all 
gather together at Jerusalem 
for worship, as our Creator has 
commanded in His Torah (Law).

Was This Commandment 
for Strangers?

One of the most misrepre-
sented concepts in Chr-stianity 
is that Yahweh’s Law was in-
tended only for Israel, that it 
was not meant for any other 
nation. It is true that Yahweh 
dealt exclusively with the nation 
of Israel, which was then, in 
turn, to demonstrate Yahweh’s 
way of life to all the other na-
tions (compare Psalm 147:19-20 
and Isaiah 56:1-8).

Israel was not selected because 
they were a large, populous 
nation, or because they were 
a righteous or a good people. 
Yahweh selected Israel because 

they had preserved (to some 
extent) the scriptural heritage 
that was passed down through 
their lineage from creation. Fur-
thermore, Israel seemed to have 
a heart to repent, change, obey, 
and follow Him, when the need 
to do so was presented to them.

Since Israel was supernatu-
rally delivered out of Egypt 
and had been given Yahweh’s 
Law, some people assume that 
Yahweh’s Law only applied to 
Israel. This approach completely 
neglects the fact that a great 
mixed multitude traveled with 
Israel (Exodus 12:38), and it 
completely negates the religious 
proselyting that Israel did over 
the centuries. (It should also 
be noted that the Jews have 
maintained this proselyting 
tradition and have  always ac-
cepted proselytes, encouraging 
students to consider their way 
of living.)

Yahweh never made a division 
between the stranger and the 
 Israelite, as is very apparent 
in Numbers 15:15. “One ordi-
nance shall be both for you 
of the congregation, and also 
for the stranger that sojourn 
with you, an ordinance for 
ever in your generations: as 
ye are, so shall the stranger 
be before Yahweh.” See also 
Exodus 12:48-49, where circum-
cised strangers (foreigners) were 
permitted to partake of Yahweh’s 
Passover.

Yahweh gave only one corpus 
of Law. He did not set forth 
various, differing Laws for the 
different nations. We must 
remember that Yahweh does 
not change (Malachi 3:6 and 
Hebrews 13:8).

Yahweh’s ordinances included 
all peoples. The Laws of Yahweh 
were directed to be lived “forev-
er—throughout your generations.” 
See Leviticus 23:41, 43, for ex-

ample. The Law was NOT only 
for the Israelites who heard at 
the mountain, but every one 
of their succeeding generations, 
FOREVER, was to obey Yahweh’s 
Law (see Deuteronomy 29:14-15). 
We must always remember that 
“… as you are, so shall the 
stranger be before Yahweh.” 
(See above.)

All mankind was told to walk 
in the same pathway when ap-
proaching Yahweh. Those who 
gathered at the bottom of Mt. 
Sinai to hear Yahweh’s Covenant 
Law were only the medium, 
the method Yahweh employed 
for an example of His way of 
life, to carry the generations of 
Yahweh’s Law to all the people 
of the world.

Observing Yahweh’s 
Calendar

In Psalm 81:3, He instructs us 
to “Blow the trumpet at the 
new moon, At the full moon, 
on our feast day.” The trum-
pet was the device that served 
as a signal in ancient times to 
convey messages, or issue com-
mands. The trumpet was blown 
to gather the people of Yahweh 
together. This signal, that an 
important event was about to 
occur, instructed the hearer to 
prepare for it by gathering in a 
unified assembly at one place. 
The trumpets were blown at the 
new moons and on the feast days 
(holy days) which were Yahweh’s 
appointed sacred times during 
the year. The trumpet blast 
meant to Israel what a school 
buzzer means to students, or a 
wailing siren that alerts firemen 
to assemble. It was a signal to 
assemble at Yahweh’s one ap-
pointed place for worship.

“And when they shall blow 
them, all the congregation 
shall gather themselves to 
you at the door of the tent of 
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meeting.” (Numbers 10:3). This 
command to gather was very 
explicit. No one could misunder-
stand the signal that, when the 
trumpet was blown, all Israel, 
all True Worshipers of Yahweh, 
were to gather together in a holy 
convocation.

Yahweh’s Law, including the 
blowing of the trumpet, was origi-
nally carefully observed by His 
people Israel. In several passages 
we read: “Whatever I command 
you, that shall 
you observe to 
do: you shall 
not add to it, 
n o r  d i m i n -
ish from it.” 
(Deuteronomy 
1 2 : 3 2 ,  P r o v -
erbs 30:5, etc.). 
Yahweh, being 
our Creator and 
o m n i s c i e n t l y 
wise, has given 
us a comprehen-
sive set of rules 
under which our  bodies and 
minds will function best.

We are to observe these rules 
strictly and not add to them our 
own thoughts, or take away any 
part from Yahweh’s clear instruc-
tions. Yahweh’s way is perfect 
and above reproach or correction. 
Can the creation challenge its 
Creator (Isaiah 29:16)? People 
sometimes try to do this and, 
forthwith, find themselves wan-
dering off the narrow pathway 
into false doctrine.

Yahweh’s Holy Feast Days
A Scripture clarifying Exodus 

23:14 is found in Deuteronomy 
16:16-17. “Three times in a 
year shall all your males 
appear  before Yahweh your 
Elohim in the place which 
he shall choose: in the feast 
of unleavened bread, and 
in the feast of weeks, and 

in the feast of tabernacles; 
and they shall not appear 
before Yahweh empty: every 
man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of 
Yahweh your Elohim which 
he has given you.”

As we have noted above, all of 
the males were directed to gather 
in holy convocation three times 
each year. These sacred seasons 
(set times, appointments) were at 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

in the spring, the Feast of Weeks 
during the early summer, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles following 
the fall harvest in Israel.

These verses include Yahweh’s 
instruction that, when His people 
presented themselves before 
Him, they were to bring a spe-
cial offering. Not only was it 
directed that tithes should be 
brought to Yahweh, but, in addi-
tion, offerings were also brought 
(verse 17). Giving tithes con-
stitutes a clear commandment. 
One-tenth of all our increase 
shall be returned to Almighty 
Yahweh for use in maintaining 
His worship. However, Deu-
teronomy 16:17 stipulates that 
additional offerings given shall 
be presented to Almighty Yahweh 
according to the person’s ability 
to give, which would indicate a 
free-will offering resulting from 
Yahweh’s blessings. If a man had 

been greatly blessed, he would 
give a large free-will offering. 
If, on the other hand, the harvest 
 season had not been especially 
bountiful, he would not be able 
to give as much.

Feasts Consecrated to 
Yahweh’s Worship

Notice that these days are 
consecrated by Yahweh for His 
worship. In Leviticus 23, Yahweh 
itemizes the feast days that He 

has commanded. 
Yahweh Himself 
has sanctified 
these  days—
they are  not 
consecrated by 
man .  A man 
 cannot, of his 
own volit ion, 
decide to begin 
observing any 
day of sacred 
worship except 
t h o s e  w h i c h 
Ya h w e h  a p -

proves. If he does so, it is his 
own personal day of celebra-
tion and not a day set apart by 
Yahweh. Only Yahweh can 
consecrate a sacred day of 
worship. The one who makes 
any changes has departed from 
the Faith of the Sacred Scrip-
tures.

Mankind is customarily stub-
born. They tend to do what they 
choose. In His Word, Yahweh 
has commanded feast days to be 
observed, and, yet, man continu-
ally strives to change Yahweh’s 
Law according to his own liking 
and opinions. What vanity, to 
think that Yahweh’s days can be 
changed, or improved upon, by 
our own human ideas!

Additionally, through the 
centuries, due to distorting 
Yahweh’s Law in other ways, 
Israel eventually neglected the 
righteous justice which was the 

It is imperative that we 
understand His heavenly 

appointed calendar, so that we 
can accurately identify the True 

Worshipers and know that we can 
properly worship Yahweh and be 

pleasing to Him. 
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purpose for which He gave it. 
Some of Yahweh’s Laws deal 
with alleviating, or correcting, 
civil injustice. Yahweh outlined 
that a system of judges and 
courts be established to guar-
antee impartial justice for all 
of Israel and the ethnic peoples 
living among them. However, by 
the time of Isaiah the prophet, 
it is obvious that they no longer 
obeyed the spirit of Yahweh’s 
Law.

“Hear the word of Yahweh, 
you rulers of Sodom; give ear 
to the law of our Elohim, you 
people of Gomorrah. What to 
me is the multitude of your 
sacrifices? says Yahweh: I 
have had enough of the burnt-
offerings of rams, and the fat 
of fed beasts; and I delight 
not in the blood of bullocks, 
or of lambs, or of he-goats. 
When you come to  appear 
before me, who has required 
this at your hand, to trample 
my courts? Bring no more 
vain ablations; incense is an 
abomination to me; new moon 
and sabbath, the calling of 
assemblies,—I cannot endure 
iniquity along with the sol-
emn meeting. Your new moons 
and your appointed feasts my 
soul hates; they are a trouble 
to me; I am weary of bearing 
them. And when you spread 
forth your hands, I will hide 
my eyes from you; yes, when 
you make many prayers, I 
will not hear: your hands are 
full of blood. Wash yourselves, 
make yourselves clean; put 
away the evil of your doings 
from before my eyes; cease to 
do evil; learn to do well; seek 
justice, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for 
the widow.” (Isaiah 1:10-17).

Much had been changed in 
Israel’s mundane practices 
by Isaiah’s time, which were 

contrary to the express will of 
Yahweh’s Laws. 

Yahweh’s 
Holy Days Debased

Yahweh’s new moons and 
feasts became corrupted! His 
holy days were no longer properly 
observed. Both Israelite nations 
(the Houses of Israel and Judah) 
had neglected the proper way to 
observe them. Impartial justice 
was not being done, and this 
immoral corruption invaded the 
feast days of Yahweh. Changing 
His holy days caused Yahweh to 
become very frustrated with His 
people. He reprimanded them 
severely at this point. Notice that 
He says “YOUR new moons 
and YOUR feasts . . . . ” The 
days Israel considered holy were 
no longer Yahweh’s days, because 
they had lost all resemblance to 
Yahweh’s commands. Israel’s holy 
days now followed mankind’s own 
inventions. Isaiah 1:21-23 shows 
clearly that the root of their error 
(in not keeping Yahweh’s holy 
days as He had commanded) 
was in not fulfilling justice. 
The error of Israel lay in their 
actions, which were contrary to 
Yahweh’s commandments. Both 
nations had changed the days 
on which Yahweh had specified 
that worship be offered during 
set times.

Shall we do things Yahweh’s 
way? You should remember the 
incident in Acts 2:1. “And when 
the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.” If Yahweh 
had abrogated, or annulled, His 
Law at the point of Yahshua’s 
death, the Apostles and disciples 
would have had no  reason to 
assemble on Yahweh’s holy day 
of Pentecost. Yet, we read that 
Yahweh’s Laws were not to be 
annulled at Yahshua’s death. 
Please consider Matthew 5:17. 

The term destroy in the transla-
tion is from the Greek term luo. 
It means to dissolve, annul, or 
make invalid. 

Why is the day of Pentecost 
even mentioned if Yahweh’s 
feast days were now set aside? 
Why was the Holy Spirit not 
given on some other day, any 
day other than one of Yahweh’s 
holy days? And, if they were to 
tarry in Jerusalem, why wasn’t 
the Holy Spirit scattered to the 
various homes throughout the 
city, where they were living while 
staying in the city?

It is obvious from this account 
that Yahweh meets with His 
people at a specific set time, the 
appointed days, the feast days. 
He meets with His people gath-
ered in a unified congregation on 
those days, not with those who 
do not assemble where Yahweh 
specifies. If the Apostles and dis-
ciples had not been in that ONE 
place of assembly on the day of 
Pentecost, they would never have 
received Yahweh’s Holy Spirit! 
It came only to those who were 
gathered at the one place selected 
by Yahshua Messiah.

These points have serious con-
notations for us today. If we do 
not meet together on Yahweh’s 
holy days, and Yahweh decides to 
perform a miraculous act in His 
Assembly as He did on the day 
of Pentecost, we will completely 
miss that blessing.

Therefore, it is important 
for us to know when and how 
Yahweh’s feast days are estab-
lished. It is imperative that 
we understand His heavenly 
appointed calendar, so that we 
can accurately identify the True 
Worshipers and know that we 
can properly worship Yahweh 
and be pleasing to Him. We must 
show our love to Him by precisely 
following His Word and exactly 
keeping His supernaturally se-
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lected holy days.

The Biblical Record
From creation, Yahweh insti-

tuted His true calendar, which 
is obvious from Genesis 1:14-18. 
Notice especially verse 14, “Let 
there be lights in the firma-
ment of the heaven to divide 
the day from the night; and 
let them be for SIGNS, for 
SEASONS, for DAYS, for 
YEARS.” In verse 18, Yahweh 
verifies that the creation was 
good. Yahweh put His personal 
seal of approval upon His cre-
ation at this point. Yahweh was 
pleased with the function of the 
sun, moon, and stars. Yahweh 
Elohim Himself approved the 
calendar He had created. It was 
Yahweh who specified how time 
should be marked.

This verse is better understood 
by closely examining several of 
the Hebrew terms used in this 
creation incident.

SIGNS: in the Strong’s Ex-
haustive Concordance (which 
is easily accessible to most Bible 
students and may be found in 
most libraries), this word appears 
as #226 in the Hebrew lexicon. 
The Hebrew word is ’owth. This 
word means “(in the sense of ap‑
pearing); a signal (lit. or fig.), 
as a flag, beacon, monument, 
omen, prodigy, evidence, etc.” It 
indicates something that marks 
a significant event, or it is a sign 
that gives evidence. Therefore, 
these lights in the firmament (the 
sun and the moon) are signs, 
signals, or beacons to alert 
us. They point toward something 
special, they give evidence, as a 
signal to us.

SEASONS: this is #4150 in 
the Strong’s Concordance. The 
 Hebrew word is mo‘ed. This word 
is derived from #3259 (ya’ad). It 
means “an appointment, i.e. a 
fixed time or season.” It is also 

cognate to the word meaning a 
summons, as to a trial. There-
fore, the word mo‘ed means an 
appointment, a festival which is 
commanded, a called assembly 
(like a staff meeting in the mili-
tary, everyone involved is ordered 
to appear)! It is a convocation of 
all of Yahweh’s people, scheduled 
for a specific, stated time, when 
all True Worshipers must attend. 
Therefore, the word seasons 
(pl. moedim) is actually better 
understood as the feast days or 
the sacred appointments.

The lights in the heavens 
show us, or mark off time for 
us, clearly pointing out the feast 
days of Yahweh. So it is the lights 
in the heavens that determine 
Yahweh’s calendar for us! These 
lights tell us when it is the time 
Yahweh has selected to meet with 
His True Worshipers.

The New Moon
The moon was set in the 

heavens at creation by Almighty 
Yahweh Elohim to rule the night. 
All of us are certainly familiar 
with this luminary that we have 
seen so many times. The word 
moon in the Strong’s Concor-
dance is #3391. This Hebrew 
term is yarach. This word means 
both a month, or the moon itself. 
Just as in English, the words 
moon and month come from 
the same root word. In Hebrew, 
also, the word can mean either 
moon or month, depending on the 
context. It is actually the same 
word in Hebrew.

Therefore, the months of the 
year are exclusively determined 
by the visible new moon. This 
is candidly obvious when every 
instance of the word yarach is 
examined carefully. One month 
is one lunation, one moon cycle, 
29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, 
2.8 seconds in length, from one 
new lunation until another.

Another word used for moon is 
chodesh (#2320 in the Strong’s 
Concordance). This word means 
the new moon; by impl. a month. 
It has always been understood 
that the new moon is, therefore, 
the tiny crescent (appearing as 
a burnished sword) that is first 
seen after the dark of the moon. 
This is derived from #2318 in 
the Strong’s Concordance 
meaning, “to be new; caus. 
to rebuild,” by implication, a 
month, beginning with the new 
moon. The beginning of the 
month must be seen (visible); 
a moon in its initial rebuilding 
stage. We  cannot begin a new 
month without a visual con-
firmation that the new moon 
crescent has appeared. It is the 
visible sign in the heavens that 
Yahweh has established that a 
new month has begun.

If you would like to investigate 
this subject more closely, write 
to us and request the separate 
articles we have published in 
regard to the scriptural calen-
dar. We also have copies of the 
scriptural calendar that you 
may receive free of charge and 
without obligation. We would 
be happy to supply you with 
these necessary tools for learn-
ing about Yahweh’s calendar, 
an instrument to determine 
time according to His biblical 
instructions. The Assemblies of 
Yahweh calendar will assist you 
in watching for the appearance 
of the new moon crescent each 
month, and it will alert you to 
the dates for Yahshua’s holy days 
as they are established by the 
visible new moons. 

The New Year
It is widely accepted that the 

beginning of Yahweh’s year is in 
the spring. “This month shall 
be to you the beginning of 
months: it shall be the first 
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month of the year to you.” 
(Exodus 12:2—please note the 
context here). A close examina-
tion of Leviticus 23 reveals that 
more than half of the verses in 
this chapter rely exclusively upon 
a correct understanding of the 
seasonal harvest cycle in Israel.

Deuteronomy 16:6 clearly 
shows that, at the very same 
season  Israel came out of Egypt, 
the time to celebrate Yahweh’s 
Passover is in the first month 
of the year. This can be verified 
in Exodus 9:31, which explains 
that the barley and the flax were 
destroyed by the plague of the 
hail, the seventh plague upon 
Egypt. However, the wheat and 
rye were not yet in heads (verse 
32). They were still growing; 
therefore, when the young tops 
were cut down by the hail, the 
root system reestablished the 
plant and a crop could later be 
produced. However, since the flax 
and barley were in heads, the 
purpose of the plant was already 
fulfilled, and these crops were 

lost because the root died. This 
occurred just before the month 
Abib, a word meaning green ears 
or green heads of barley.

Abib is always in the spring, 
at the precise point when the 
barley will soon become ripe. In 
Exodus 12:2 we are told “This 
month shall be to you the 
beginning of months: it shall 
be the first month of the year 
to you.” Therefore, the month 
of Abib (green ears) must be 
the first month of the year of 
Yahweh’s scriptural calendar. 
A literal translation of Deuter-
onomy 16:1 would be: “Watch for 
the new moon of green ears and 
keep the Passover….” 

Exodus 23:15 shows that 
Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (Hebrew—
Matzoth) was held in the month 
of Abib. That is the month when 
Israel came out of Egypt and 
the month following the plague 
when the barley that had just 
pushed forth heads was smit-
ten. All of this evidence points 

directly to the unerr-
ing fact that the first 
month of the year is 
in the spring. Remem-
ber, there  cannot be 
a month without ac-
knowledging the cycle 
of the moon, Psalm 
104:19. We can also 
reference  Exodus 34:18 
with this material. A 
month begins with the 
appearance of the new 
crescent moon. 

As those of  our 
readers who have 
grown agricultural 
crops know, barley is 
planted in the fall so 
it can establish a root 
system before the cold 
temperatures and the 
 winter snows arrive. 
In the fall, a short, 
stocky plant grows. 

Then, it becomes dormant in cold 
weather. Covered with snow, the 
tops wither down to the root. 
However, the root remains alive, 
just as your lawn grass does. 
As soon as the ground thaws 
in the spring, these roots surge 
forth into life and begin to push 
out young, tender leaves which 
rapidly grow into the mature 
stalk of barley.

Because the root system is so 
well established, and because 
of the nature of this plant, it 
produces a very early crop. 
Also sown late in the fall, rye 
and wheat, on the other hand, 
grow slower and produce a later 
summer crop. Barley is the first 
grain crop to be harvested in 
the spring. In Israel, the barley 
becomes ripe in late March, or 
 during April.

What About the 
Vernal Equinox?

Frequently, writers men-
tion the vernal equinox as a 
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benchmark for calculating the 
scriptural year. However, since 
the term vernal equinox 
is never once found in the 
Bible, it should not enter into 
a true scriptural understanding 
of Yahweh’s calendar. It is re-
ally unnecessary (or should be 
prohibited), therefore, to bring 
this term into the discussion. 
Only the “green ears of barley” 
should be examined to determine 
the beginning of Yahweh’s year.

Each year, the Assemblies of 
Yahweh sends representatives 
to Israel to determine when the 
barley ripens in Israel to guar-
antee that our Passover is held 
at the proper scriptural time.

Yahweh’s calendar is an ob-
served calendar, not exclusively 
calculated. The calendar we 
publish indicates when the new 
moons should become visible and 
Yahweh’s feasts held, but green 
heads of barley must be verified 
by a visual sighting before the 
new moon crescent of Abib is 
declared and the shofar sounded 
to sanctify it.

The term vernal equinox 
should not be introduced in any 
calendar discussion. The vernal 
equinox is a point of reference 
used mainly by the Chr-stians 
to establish their Easter dat-
ing and is not based on any 
Scripture. As noted before, these 
words are never found anywhere 
in Scripture. The author has 
vehemently protested the use of 
this term in calendar discussions 
for more than 45 years (since 
1964). Now the reader can clearly 
understand why.

Correctly Identifying  
the First Month  
of Yahweh’s Year

A proper understanding 
of Deuteronomy 16:1 must 
be employed to establish the 
scriptural calendar correctly. 

Each word in this verse has 
been rendered by the King 
James translators in a some-
what deceptive manner. Their 
error lies in the fact that these 
translators themselves did not 
observe Yahweh’s calendar, or 
they would not have missed the 
importance of conveying to the 
reader the specific meaning of 
this verse.

To someone who has lived 
by Yahweh’s calendar for many 
years, this verse in the Hebrew 
text is completely clear when 
harmonized with the entire 
corpus of Yahweh’s Word. An 
examination of each word will 
enlighten you greatly. Let us 
examine the verse carefully.

OBSERVE: this word is #8104 
in the Strong’s Exhaustive 
Concordance, shamar. It means 
prop. to hedge about (as with 
thorns), i.e. guard; gen. to pro‑
tect, attend to, etc. It has been 
used also to indicate obedience 
by careful “observation” of a law. 
Our English word observe is used 
freely in the same manner, like 
the Hebrew word shamar, in two 
dramatically different ways. “Did 
you observe your birthday this 
year?” Or by contrast, “I observed 
him surreptitiously entering the 
building.” Just as in Hebrew, 
the English word can be used 
as either a close watching, or 
an obedient act.

MONTH: the word is chodesh, 
#2320, which we have already 
examined. This can mean either 
a month or the new moon, as 
we have already seen. The term 
chodesh traces to the root term 
#2330 that means the new moon; 
by impl. a month.

ABIB: this word means either 
the fresh, young, developing ears 
(heads) of barley, the month of 
ripening grain, or the month 
when each grain has formed. It 
also means spring. The word is 

found as #24 in the Strong’s 
Concordance Hebrew Dic-
tionary. This word can mean 
either the month of new grain, 
spring, or the month when 
green heads of barley have 
appeared. In some cases in 
the Bible the name Abib has 
been translated, but in other 
places it has been transliterated 
(the sounds are simply carried 
across and read as it would be 
in Hebrew, as a proper noun 
name). The month of green ears 
(Abib) would then be the time 
 period following the first crescent 
new moon that appears after 
the green ears of barley have 
developed.

Notice carefully Deuteronomy 
16:1. In most Bible translations 
they have translated this pas-
sage: “Observe the month of 
Abib.” However, taking the 
fundamental meanings of each 
of these words, you can liter-
ally and correctly translate this 
passage: “watch for the new 
moon of green ears.” We watch 
for this month and, once Abib 
is identified, we then keep the 
Passover on the 14th day! This 
verse becomes candidly clear 
and conveys a most important 
message to all those observing 
Yahweh’s calendar.

Keeping Things  
in Context

To understand more fully the 
momentous purpose of Yahweh’s 
months and new moons in the 
context of Scripture, it is vital 
that we scrutinize a few addi-
tional verses. You might recall 
from Genesis 7 and 8 that Noah 
was acutely aware of Yahweh’s 
heavenly calendar. From Genesis 
7:10, the significance of the week 
is made known because Noah 
counted periods of seven days. 
In verse 11, he keeps track of 
months and, throughout the 
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account, references to various 
months of the year repeatedly 
appear. Therefore, Noah knew 
and used Yahweh’s calendar, 
faithfully keeping track of the 
events as they transpired.

Notice in chapter 8, verse 13, 
that it was on the first day of the 
first month of the year that Noah 
removed the covering of the ark 
and looked out. In the second 
month, the earth had 
dried enough to leave 
the ark. It would 
have been  during 
the Feast of Tab-
ernacles that the 
ark first rested 
upon the earth 
(verse 4). Some 
have related the word 
rest here to a Sabbath 
day. (The term is actually 
#5117, Nôah, to rest, i.e., settle 
down [a form of Noah’s name].) 
Noah was very well aware of 
Yahweh’s appointed calendar, 
just as he was of the clean food 
laws (Genesis 7:8-9).

Abraham was obedient to 
 Yahweh’s every commandment, 
statute, and Law (Genesis 26:5). 
Laban and Jacob were also aware 
of the counting of Yahweh’s cal-
endar, because they observed the 
moons and counted months, Gen-
esis 29:14. In Exodus 12:2-18, we 
find the people of Israel already 
aware of Yahweh’s calendar to 
some extent, because they did 
not need instruction concerning 
the new moons for counting the 
months. Throughout the Sacred 
Scriptures you find many refer-
ences to the calendar, including 
Revelation 22:2 where the tree 
of life will bear twelve manner of 
fruits and yield its fruits every 
month. 

The words month, months, 
moon, and moons, are used 
a  total of 267 times in Scrip-
ture. It is amazing that a topic 

mentioned so often has been so 
greatly neglected by most Bible 
students.

Don’t neglect this crucial topic 
any longer! Make a thorough 
study of the calendar. Begin 
to obey Yahweh’s feast days 
correctly by watching for the 
appearance of the new moons 

as He commanded us! To learn 
how to watch for the new moons, 
and how to set Yahweh’s cal-
endar accurately, write for our 
three articles on the calendar: 
The Sacred Appointments, 
Yahweh’s Calendar in the 
Heavens, and How to Keep 
Yahweh’s Holy Days.

A Historical Record
When you receive the Assem-

blies of Yahweh articles on the 
calendar, you will find a thorough 
history of observing the moons, 
but this brief recapitulation will 
introduce the topic.

In the Encyclopedia Ju-
daica, under the article “New 
Moon,” the following quotes are 
found: “Originally the new 
moon WAS NOT FIXED BY 
ASTRONOMICAL CALCU-
LATIONS [emphasis ours], but 
was solemnly proclaimed after 
witnesses had testified to the 
reappearance of the crescent of 
the moon. ...by the middle of the 
fourth century the sages had es-

tablished a permanent calendar 
and public proclamation of the 
new moon was discontinued.”

It is frankly stated in this 
article that, anciently, the San-
hedrin,  after the sighting was 
verified, would proclaim the day 
of the sighting to be the first day 
of the month. The Sanhedrin was 
the high court of Israel, a group 

of seventy men who functioned 
as the judges. It was this 

kind of justice that 
Israel spurned when 

they set their feast 
days  after their 
own inclinations. 
Therefore, the 
new moons of Is-

rael became theirs, 
not Yahweh’s.
The Jews established 

the current method of calcu-
lating the calendar in advance. 
We have reported in several ar-
ticles about the rules that they 
established to transfer the feast 
days to days that are more con-
venient to themselves. Originally, 
the Israelites used observation 
to set the calendar, and the days 
were confirmed by the judges of 
the land, not by each person at 
his own will.

Historically, the Passover was 
always determined by the con-
dition of the harvest. This can 
be easily verified in most Bible 
encyclopedias and dictionaries. 
You might research this subject 
for yourself under the topic “New 
Moon,” and you will easily verify 
that the new moon was visually 
observed for many centuries. The 
Jewish Encyclopedia, under 
the article “Calendar,” records 
that, in troubled times of war, 
etc., the messengers could be 
either delayed, or interrupted. 
The Jews felt it was necessary 
to turn to calculation, since they 
could not rely upon their observer 
messenger service.

Observe 
the month of Abib, 

and keep the passover to 
Yahweh your Elohim; for in 

the month of Abib Yahweh your 
Elohim brought you forth out of 

Egypt by night.
DEUTERONOMY 16:1



9The Sacred Name Broadcaster,  3/2021  

The annual holy days of Almighty Yahweh that 
are outlined in the Scriptures provide us with a 
foretaste of things to come. Are you aware of the 
vital importance that these special days play in 
Yahweh’s plan of redemption for mankind? Do not 
delay in requesting your copy of the article How 
to Keep Yahweh’s Holy Days. It is free of charge 
and without obligation. Write today to:

Assemblies of Yahweh
PO Box C

Bethel, PA 19507
(717) 933-4518

www.assembliesofyahweh.com

There is an interesting ac-
count relating to human nature 
concerning the Samaritans and 
Yahweh’s observed calendar in 
Israel. At one point, the Israel-
ites used bonfires as signals to 
Jerusalem when the new moon 
was sighted. If someone observed 
the new moon, a chain of bon-
fires was set ablaze across the 
land to relay the information 
about the sighting quickly to 
Jerusalem. The Samaritans, to 
confuse the religious leaders at 
Jerusalem, began lighting bon-
fires before the new moon was 
visible. This was soon detected, 
and a new message  system had 
to be inaugurated. From that 
point, messengers who saw the 
new moon were required to 
travel personally to Jerusalem 
to report that the new moon 
had been seen. There they were 
treated to a feast as  reward for 
their efforts.

You Must  
Make a Decision

The question now remains, are 
you going to observe Yahweh’s 

holy days? Or will you continue 
keeping the pagan holidays 
that have been worldly festivals 
among the gentiles for the past 
millennia?

The open-minded person can 
easily prove that the popular 
Chr-stian festivals are derived 
from paganism. The traditional 
symbols of Easter came from 
the heathen fertility festivals of 
spring. The traditional revelry 
at Chr-stmas was taken from 
the pagan feasts of Bacchanalia, 
Saturnalia, and the birthday of 
Tammuz. Halloween is proven 
as a Nordic pagan festival. Val-
entine’s Day was originally a 
licentious Roman festival. Most 
of the traditions are based upon 
fertility, or phallic, worship, or 
rituals, and are grossly corrupt-
ed and  pagan. We must come out 
of this corrupt Babylonish way 
of thinking (Revelation 18:4). We 
must return to Yahweh’s way of 
life (Jeremiah 3:12).

In addition, when one keeps 
the scriptural holy days, he must 
carefully follow Yahweh’s direc-
tives. One cannot blindly follow 

the current Jewish calendar that 
has resulted from their doctrinal 
errors, the time of their captiv-
ity in Babylon, and their later 
dispersion at the hands of the 
Romans. Yahweh instructs us 
to begin counting His holy 
days with the visible sight-
ing of the new moon of green 
ears. The Jews do not do this. 
Neither do the Chr-stians follow 
Yahweh’s sacred calendar, but 
one designed in Rome and fur-
ther corrupted with an admixture 
of pagan Nordic religion.

You must make your deci-
sion, or you will not be included 
among those overcomers who 
we find described in Revelation 
12:17, 14:12, and 22:14. It is 
now time to wash your gar-
ments and put on the proper 
spiritual attire in anticipation 
of being invited to the wedding 
ceremony of the Lamb. You 
have no time to delay! Let us 
hear from you soon! We desire 
to assist you in your quest for 
Bible Truth.                                
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At 
t h e 
outset of 
this article, 
we must em-
phatically state that 
the Bible sets forth a clear 
description of the True Israelite 
worship. Judaism, during the 
time of Yahshua the Messiah, 
had wandered far away from the 
Faith of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, veering into a “doctrine 
of men,” Matthew 15:7-9. Just 
as Chr-stianity in our time has 
broken the Sacred Scriptures 
in half at the testaments (John 
10:35) so that it could justify 
itself in formulating a doctrine 
of its own liking, the religious 
establishment of Yahshua’s time 

ignored basic commandments in 
favor of the oral rabbinic tradi-
tion they maintained. 

It has been the objective of the 
members of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh to allow the entire Bible, 
from Genesis to Revelation, to 
express its message forthrightly, 
and, then, we try our best to obey 
what it directs. We endeavor to 
harmonize the Bible from Gen-
esis to Revelation and apply its 

mes-
s a g e 

as  l i t -
eral ly  as 

possible. We 
discover that the 

Bible teaches a very dif-
ferent Faith from that which is 
practiced in nominal ch-rchianity. 
We soon realize that we cannot 
proof-text our doctrines, or be-
liefs. We must allow the Bible to 
speak its message to us rather 
than forcefully superimposing 
our beliefs upon the Scriptures. 

The Apostle Peter tried to 
make us understand the dura-
bility of the Word of Almighty 
Yahweh, His inspired Sacred 
Scriptures. He says. “For, All 
flesh is as grass, and all the 

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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glory of it as the flower of 
grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls: but the word 
of Yahweh endures forever. 
And this is the word of good 
tidings which was preached 
to you.” (1 Peter 1:24-25). See 
also Psalm 103:15-16.

The Word of Yahweh will 
endure forever. His superior 
position of power and author-
ity ensures that it will endure 
throughout all time and eternity. 
We must remember that Yahweh 
does not change, Malachi 3:6 
(please see also Hebrews 13:4). 

Significantly, the quote from 
the pen of the Apostle Peter 
that you have just read is taken 
almost verbatim from Isaiah 
40:6-8. This should tell us some-
thing. The Apostles of the New 
Testament had not separated 
their Messianic Faith from the 
Old Testament prophecies! The 
Old Testament represents the 
basis of our modern Faith, just 
as it formed the foundation for 
all the saints of the Most High 
of old. 

We must believe that the pa-
triarchs and prophets of the Old 
Testament were faithful, sincere, 
and loyal worshipers of Almighty 
Yahweh. They sought to maintain 
an accurate fidelity to that endur-
ing Faith. The Messiah and His 
Apostles in the New Testament 
merely constituted the continu-
ation of that unbroken thread 
of sound doctrine that reaches 
to our time. That same identi-
cal doctrine will be manifested 
within the Messiah’s remnant 
Body as they teach the Truth 
of the Word in these last days. 

We must remember that if 
we are to be New Testament 
believers, that New Testament 
(or Covenant) which is outlined 
for us in Hebrews 8:8-12 rep-
resents a direct quote from the 
Old Testament Prophet Jeremiah 

(31:31-34). In this way, basing a 
Faith upon an unbroken line of 
religious worship produces du-
rability, consistency, constancy, 
stability, reliability, and stead-
fastness in teachings and beliefs. 

Why Keep Yahweh’s 
Annual Holy days?

Outlined in Leviticus 23 and 
Numbers 28-29, you will find a 
list of holy days on which our 
Heavenly Father has commanded 
that a holy convocation be held. A 
holy convocation means a “calling 
together” (Hebrew-miqra’) of the 
True Worshipers and all people 
of good will who are dedicated to 

serving our Heavenly Father. Al-
mighty Yahweh attaches special 
significance, and a moral lesson, 
to the observance of these holy 
days. He has commanded His 
human creation to keep them. 

After deep study and medita-
tion on these passages of the 
inspired Scriptures, we must 
conclude that our Heavenly Fa-
ther wants us to learn a deeper 
insight into the plan to salvation. 
Keeping Yahweh’s holy days 

each year requires us to review 
thoroughly the progressive steps 
along the definite pathway a 
believer must take to pass from 
sin to salvation. The meanings 
of the names, words, and prac-
tices attached to Yahweh’s holy 
days will impress upon us this 
understanding. 

Conversely, why not keep the 
common holidays that are ob-
served by the people of the world? 
Don’t they serve the same pur-
pose? The True Worshiper must 
realize that he will experience 
difficulties by stepping outside 
of the mainstream of society to 
observe different practices than 
all the people around him. It 
is always easier for a group to 
function if everybody does the 
same thing. Why should a few 
people determine to keep differ-
ent days and do different things 
than the majority do? Will this 
not disrupt society? 

Analyzing the worldly holidays 
will soon reveal to us that these 
holidays kept so zealously by the 
world are designed to gratify the 
sensual, carnal natures of people. 
Almighty Yahweh has warned 
us strongly that we shall not 
observe the ways of the nations 
(Jeremiah 10:2). Throughout 
Ezekiel chapter 20, Almighty 
Yahweh strongly insists that we 
keep His Sabbaths, although Is-
rael rejected Yahweh’s Word and 
apostatized, worshiping wood and 
stone on high places.

After making such a compre-
hensive study of the worldly 
holidays, we must finally con-
clude that, if we try to find 
supporting evidence for keeping 
them, we discover that none of 
these holidays or traditions, as 
they are commonly observed 
today, are found in the Bible. 
Where can one find biblical sup-
porting evidence for Chr-stmas 
trees, Santa Claus, the date of 

The Word of 
Yahweh will 

endure forever. 
His superior 

position of power 
and authority 
ensures that 

it will endure 
throughout 

all time and 
eternity.
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December 25 as the Messiah’s 
birthday, Easter observed as 
the celebration of the Messiah’s 
resurrection, bunnies, chicks, 
candy, colored eggs, and the 
myriad other traditions that have 
adhered so tenaciously to these 
two worldly holidays? Nowhere 
are they mentioned! Obviously, 
the Bible never mentions any of 
these traditions.

The Feast of      
Unleavened Bread 

In each instance where the 
biblical narrator begins his de-
scription of the events leading 
up to the death of our Savior, 
Yahshua the Messiah, he men-
tions Passover and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread. You may 
check the references for yourself: 
Matthew 26:2 and 17, Mark 14:1 
and 12, Luke 22:1, and John 
13:1. Yahshua the Messiah, on 
the same night on which He was 
betrayed (1 Corinthians 11:23), 
ate the Old Testament Passover 
Memorial with His disciples. 
This is clearly proven from Luke 
22:13-16. 

The disciples He had desig-
nated to make preparations went 
to the specified location, found 
the upper room, and prepared 
the ritual Passover meal as 
prescribed in the Old Testament. 
When the hour for eating it had 
arrived, Yahshua the Messiah sat 
down and indicated His great 
desire had been to partake of 
the Passover Memorial Supper 
with His beloved disciples before 
His death. At that very meal—
commonly known as the Last 
Supper—Yahshua the Messiah 
ate the commemorative meal 
with its Old Testament Passover 
symbols, as found in Exodus 12. 
Then He established renewed 
symbols so the Passover Memo-

rial of the True Lamb of Yahweh 
could be observed with special 
meaning in the New Testament 
Messianic Assembly down to 
our very time. Do you perceive 
how scripturally based was the 
Messiah’s life? 

Yahshua the Messiah died on 
Passover Day, the 14th of Abib. 
The Israelites in Egypt, on this 
same day (Abib 14) many years 
before, took the Passover Lamb 
they had selected, and when 
the setting sun had sunk below 
the horizon at the beginning of 
the 14th, they sacrificed their 
personal blood offering. At the 
very beginning of the 14th day of 
the first scriptural month, they 
killed their lamb and smeared 
the blood on the lintel and the 
two doorposts of the houses in 
which they prepared this sacrifi-
cial meal. That terror-filled night, 
the Destroyer from Almighty 
Yahweh passed over, hopped, 
skipped across, and exempted 
the blood-protected dwellings of 
the Israelites, while death pen-
etrated into every unprotected 
Egyptian house. 

After burning the remains 
of the Passover lamb in the 
morning after their night of 
vigil, the Israelites spoiled the 
Egyptians. Demanding their 
rightfully earned wages from 
their former slavemasters before 
leaving Egypt, they were richly 
blessed. Then, all Israel gathered 
together at Rameses in a type of 
the annual holy convocation to 
make their united exodus from 
Egypt (Exodus 12:37). 

Passover was observed in the 
individual houses of the Isra-
elites (Exodus 12:3-7). Late on 
Passover Day, as the various 
Israelite families joyously as-
sembled at a central gathering 
point at Rameses to begin their 
united journey as a new nation 
coming out of Egypt together, 

the Egyptians continued to bury 
their numerous dead firstborn 
that Yahweh had smitten in that 
final tenth plague. That massive 
burial even extended well into 
the second day, or the 15th day 
of the first scriptural month, the 
first Holy Day of Unleavened 
Bread. Please see Numbers 33:3. 

Ya h s h u a  t h e  M e s s i a h ,  
Yahweh’s Passover Lamb, began 
shedding His blood about the 
same time the Israelites killed 
their lamb in Egypt. Immedi-
ately after Yahshua the Messiah 
had eaten the Passover, He 
departed from the upper room 
to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Here, He poured out His heart in 
prayer before Almighty Yahweh, 
asking strength to endure His 
coming trial. With His sweat, 
great drops of blood burst forth 
from His brow, falling down to 
the ground (Luke 22:44). The 
pressure of His internal agony 
and the weight of the sins of the 
world pressing down upon Him 
caused bloodshed. 

Thereafter, He was severely 
beaten in a trial by scourging, 
losing a great deal more of 
His blood. The Roman soldiers 
pressed the crown of thorns 
down upon His head, and He was 
nailed to the tree where the final 
death stroke was administered, 
a spear plunging into His side, 
causing His blood to be totally 
shed and drained from His body. 
That shed blood today cleanses 
our sins as we apply it symboli-
cally to our hearts. 

It was on the day of prepara-
tion when He died—Passover 
Day—with the Sabbath rapidly 
drawing on. This Sabbath was 
not the weekly seventh-day Sab-
bath, but the annual Feast High 
Day, Abib 15, the first day of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

This can be clearly determined 
from Luke 23:54-56, where the 
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evangelist records that the 
women watched His burial, 
returned, and rested, and then 
prepared spices and ointments 
to complete His burial. They 
could not have prepared spices 
and ointments on the annual 
high day, but that preparation of 
embalming products took place 
on the day falling between the 
annual holy day and the seventh-
day weekly Sabbath. They were 
unable to embalm Him until 
He had been in the grave three 
days and three nights, because 
a Roman seal had been placed 
on the stone at the door with a 
guard of Roman soldiers watch-
ing. This was the last act in 
Messiah’s passion drama and is 
described in Matthew 27:62-66. 

(If you have never studied 
the subject of the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, the Assemblies 
of Yahweh Correspondence 
Course Lesson 9 provides a 
thorough study of this great 

Truth. Why not enroll in the 
entire Correspondence Course? 
In the meantime, request this 
single lesson and make a thor-
ough study of the subject now. In 
addition, request our free article 
How to Keep Yahweh’s Holy 
Days. This will assist you to 
see more candidly into the im-
portance of observing Yahweh’s 
holy days.)

Commandment to Keep 
the Feast of  

Unleavened Bread

Nominal ch-rchianity depends 
heavily upon the writings of 
the Apostle Paul to justify their 
religious practices. But SHOCK-
ING as this may seem to them, 
the Apostle Paul STRONGLY 
commanded all of his followers 
to keep Yahweh’s Feast of Un-
leavened Bread. 

“Your glorying is not good. 

Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole 
lump? Purge out the old 
leaven, that you may be a 
new lump, even as you are 
unleavened. For our Passover 
also has been sacrificed, even 
the Messiah.…” (1 Corinthians 
5:6-8).

Now what are you going to 
do? Paul clearly says, “LET 
US KEEP THE FEAST.” That 
Feast of Unleavened Bread that 
he urges us to keep is a SEVEN-
DAY PERIOD OF TIME—Abib 
15-21. The Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, for seven days, follows 
the day on which the Passover 
Memorial is observed. Those 
Chr-stians who say they are 
following Paul, but are not keep-
ing the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, are clearly not following 
him! Hypocritically, they choose 
what they wish to believe about 
his writings and practice only 
what pleases them while IG-
NORING his plain statements 
urging obedience to Yahweh’s 
Commandments. In this, they 
are fulfilling the description of 
the Apostle Peter in his second 
epistle, chapter three, verses 15 
and 16. “And account that the 
long-suffering of our Master is 
salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also, according 
to the wisdom given to him, 
wrote to you; as also in all 
his letters, speaking in them 
of these things, in which are 
some things hard to be un-
derstood, which the ignorant 
and unlearned wrest, as they 
do also the other scriptures, 
to their own destruction.” 

The Feast of Unleavened 
Bread observance is clearly out-
lined for us in Numbers 28:16-25. 
In this passage, animal sacrifices, 
meal and drink offerings, are also 
specified. But the biblical writers 
are unified in their insistence 
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that the Messiah has set aside 
Old Testament sacrifices and 
ceremonial offerings by the of-
fering of Himself as atonement 
for our sins. Please see Hebrews 
9:6-15. Please see also Hosea 
14:2, Psalm 50, Micah 6:6-8, and 
Hebrews 13:15-16. 

That Paul kept the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread during his 
ministry is clearly manifest in 
the book of Acts. Turn to Acts 20 
and read verses 6-12. It was at 
the Days of Unleavened Bread 
that Paul visited the Assembly at 
Troas (Troy). Here a miracle took 
place when Eutychus fell out of a 
third-floor window, having fallen 
asleep during Paul’s lengthy 
sermon. After Eutychus’ resus-
citation (resurrection), he broke 
bread and ate. A misunderstand-
ing of this term breaking bread 
has come to mean just simply 
eating a meal, but, in this in-
stance associated with the Days 
of Unleavened Bread, the term 
breaking of bread is significant. 
Regular leavened bread is soft 
and must be cut with a knife, or 
torn. Unleavened Bread is hard 
and brittle and must be broken. 
Therefore, we find an answer to 
several other scriptural problems 
that could now become harmoni-
ous to the whole. 

The Meaning of the  
Term “Leaven”

In 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, Paul 
leaves no doubt that the term 
leaven stands for sin, because 
he tells us that the spiritual 
leaven indicates malice and 
wickedness. Malice and wicked-
ness explain the meaning of the 
word sin, which has been defined 
for us as transgressing or break‑
ing Yahweh’s commandments  
(1 John 3:4). 

Unleavened bread (or bread 

baked without benefit of the 
puffing up, or raising action, of 
leaven) indicates  sincerity and 
Truth. Truth firmly stands for 
the keeping of Yahweh’s com-
mandments, for example Psalm 
119:142 and 160, along with 
John 17:17. 

Consequently, the Apostle 
Paul wishes us to understand 
that when we keep the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread as he has 
strongly urged the New Testa-
ment (Covenant) believer to do, 
we must keep it by eliminating 
sin from our lives and strive to 
worship in a sinless state before 
our Heavenly Father. 

Two words in the Old Tes-
tament have been translated 
leaven. The first is chametz. You 
will find it noted in Strong’s 
Concordance as #2556 and 
#2557. It is defined as to be 
pungent; ie. in taste (sour ie. 
lit. fermented, or fig. harsh).” 
The word fermentation as de-
fined in Webster’s New World 
Dictionary of the American 
Language, Second College Edi‑
tion means, “to boil, be agitated; 
1. A substance or organism 
causing fermentation 2. A yeast, 
bacteria, enzymes, etc; 3. A state 
of excitement or agitation.” 

For corroboration of this defi-
nition, check how the Tregelles 
Gesinius Hebrew and Chal-
dee Lexicon, the Hebrew and 
English Lexicon of the Old 
Testament by Brown, Driver 
and Briggs, and the Concise 
Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon 
of the Old Testament by Hol-
laday, define the word chametz. 

Reference also the second 
word translated leaven, #7603 in 
Strong’s, se’or. It is defined as 
barm, or yeast cake (a swelling 
by fermentation). The root word 
noted is #7604, as sa’ar. Defined 
as a prime root, properly mean-
ing to swell up, or the causative 

definition is to be redundant. You 
may also check #7607. The action 
of leaven in “swelling or puffing 
up” results in the softness of 
leavened baking products. Un-
leavened products demonstrate 
more firmness, stability, and 
strength than raised products; 
therefore, unleavened bread 
stands for firm, pure Truth. 

If you are unfamiliar with the 
word barm, Webstcr’s Diction-
ary defines it as follows: From 
the Indo‑European base meaning 
‘to surge up’. The foamy yeast that 
appears on the surface of malt 
liquors as they ferment. 

The Greek word used in the 
New Testament is #22l9, zume, 
and it means to ferment as if 
boiling up. The root is believed 
to be #2204, zeo, which means to 
be hot, to boil. The term trans-
lated unleavened is #106 in the 
Greek Dictionary of Strong’s, 
azumos, and is defined as mean-
ing uncorrupted. 

What really does corrupt an 
individual? Yahshua the Mes-
siah answered that question for 
us very clearly in Mark 7:21-23. 
“For from within, out of the 
heart of men, evil thoughts 
proceed, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, covet-
ings, wickednesses, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, 
railing, pride, foolishness: all 
these evil things proceed from 
inside, and defile the man.” 

Each one of these evil, cor-
rupting practices can be traced 
to breaking Yahweh’s Law some-
how. Practicing disobedience to 
Yahweh’s Law will corrupt, defile, 
debase, or degrade an individual. 
Therefore, throughout the Bible, 
the lesson conveyed by keeping 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
is to eliminate sin, or all that 
which spiritually corrupts from 
our lives, so that we may be pure 
and righteous in the eyes of our 
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Heavenly Father.

Yahshua’s Definition of 
Leaven 

Throughout His ministry, 
Yahshua the Messiah sought to 
take His disciples back to the 
root—the very core—of their 
problems, so that they could 
make deep-seated changes and, 
thereby, begin a converted life. 
Yahshua the Messiah indicates 
that adultery (for example) 
begins in the heart and the 
thoughts of the offender (Mat-
thew 5:27-28). The heart of 
man is deceitful and desperately 
wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). Sin then 
begins in the heart (or deep 
inside) an individual when he 
determines to disobey Yahweh’s 
Laws. 

But Yahshua indicates that 
sin receives encouragement by 
false doctrine. Someone who has 
a proclivity toward sin will seek 
ways to soothe his conscience 
by trying to support his evil ac-
tions with a biblical text. Those 
who teach the message of the 
Bible must be extremely careful 
not to mislead those who hear 
them. This is, undoubtedly, the 
reason why the Apostle Jacob 
(James) insists that there shall 
not be an abundance of teachers 
in Yahweh’s Assembly (Jacob 
3:1). If the elders cause some-
one to stumble in the Word of 
Yahweh, that sinner will become 
our responsibility through false 
teaching. We must eventually 
take responsibility for him and 
his sin before the Messiah’s judg-
ment seat. 

Yahshua then used the term 
leaven to describe false doctrine 
(Matthew 16:5-8, 11-12). “And 
the disciples came to the 
other side and forgot to take 
bread. And Yahshua said to 

them, Take heed and beware 
Of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. And they 
reasoned among themselves, 
saying, It is because we took 
no bread. And Yahshua per-
ceiving it said, O you of little 
faith, why reason you among 
yourselves, because you have 
no bread?…How is it that you 
do not perceive that I spoke 
not to you concerning bread? 
But beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Then understood they that he 
bid them not beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of the 
teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” 

The teaching (or doctrine) of 
the Pharisees and Saducees was 
leavened. Yahshua the Messiah 
warned His disciples that they 
must beware (watch out care-
fully) so they do not assimilate 
the false doctrines of these two 
major sects of Judaism. Yahshua 
the Messiah severely castigated 
the Jewish religious establish-
ment of His day in Matthew 23 
and many other instances. They 
hated Him for exposing their 
false doctrines and abominable 
practices, just as unrepentant 
sinners today despise Yahweh’s 
True ministers who are faith-
fully teaching the scriptural way 
of righteousness. “For I fear, 
lest by any means, when I 
come, I should find you not 
such as I would, and should 
myself be found of you such 
as you would not; lest by any 
means there should be strife, 
jealousy, wraths, factions, 
backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults; lest again 
when I come my Elohim 
should humble me before you, 
and I should mourn for many 
of them that have sinned pre-
viously, and repented not of 
the uncleanness and fornica-

tion and lasciviousness which 
they committed.” (2 Corinthians 
12:20-21). 

Yahshua then conveys to us 
that leaven represents false doc-
trine that will lead people into 
the abominable practice of sin. If 
someone is taught correctly, he 
will be able to live a righteous 
life. In the end, then, the Bible 
shows that leaven stands for false 
doctrine and sin. Unleavened 
bread represents sound doctrine 
(or teaching) and righteous living 
which comes from obedience to 
Yahweh’s commandments. 

Yahshua the Messiah further 
defines this false teaching in 
Luke 12:1-3. “In the mean time, 
when the many thousands of 
the multitude were gathered 
together, so much that they 
trod one upon another, he 
began to say to his disciples 
first of all, Beware you of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, which 
is hypocrisy. But there is noth-
ing covered up, that shall not 
be revealed; and hid, that 
shall not be known. Therefore 
whatever you have said in the 
darkness shall be heard in 
the light; and what you have 
spoken in the ear in the inner 
chambers shall be proclaimed 
upon the housetops.” 

Yahshua defines the leaven 
of the Pharisees as hypocrisy. 
Hypocrisy is when religious 
leaders teach sound doctrine, 
but do not follow it, and when 
people assert that they stand for 
some principle, but do the con-
trary. Too many times you will 
behold ch-rchianity offering lip 
service to Scripture, but clearly 
the injunctions that they teach 
from the Bible are not practiced. 
“All things therefore whatever 
they bid you, these do and 
observe: but do not you after 
their works; for they say, and 
do not.” (Matthew 23:3). 
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Turning to Mark 8, we discover 
that Yahshua the Messiah added 
yet another important element 
to His explanation of the word 
leaven. He emphasizes to His 
disciples that they shall take 
heed and watch out for the leaven 
of the Pharisees and the leaven 
of Herod. We have already seen 
that He explained the leaven of 
the Pharisees as hypocrisy. What 
about the leaven of Herod? 

The Herodian dynasty traced 
its roots to the Nabatean Arabs. 
Therefore, the antecedents of 
Herod were in a foreign fam-
ily. As a matter of fact, Herod 
the Great never entered the 
Temple that he so zealously 
reconstructed, because he was 
not a Jew, and, therefore, not 
allowed inside. 

The term Herod obviously 
represents worldly government. 

By joining the terms Pharisee 
to Herod, Yahshua the Messiah 
sought to demonstrate that His 
disciples (even those in our time 
during these latter days) should 
beware of a corrupted religious 
establishment resting upon a 
worldly corrupted government 
based upon philosophies foreign 
to the Sacred Scriptures. We 
must remember that the true 
Israelite ruler must make a copy 
of the book of Deuteronomy and 
read from it daily so that he 
will remain humble and faith-
fully committed to obedience to 
Yahweh’s commandments (Deu-
teronomy 17:18-20).

The Bread of Affliction

We are cautioned in various 
biblical passages that specify 
how we shall keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread to eliminate 
all leaven from every area under 
our personal control. “You shall 
eat no leavened bread with 
it; seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread with it, 
even the bread of affliction; 
for you came forth out of the 
land of Egypt in haste: that 
you may remember the day 
when you came forth out of 
the land of Egypt all the days 
of your life. And there shall 
no leaven be seen with you in 
all your borders seven days; 
neither shall any of the flesh, 
which you sacrifice the first 
day at evening, remain all 
night until the morning. …Six 
days you shall eat unleavened 
bread; and on the seventh day 
shall be a solemn assembly 
to Yahweh your Elohim; you 
shall do no work in it.” (Deu-
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teronomy 16:3-4, 8). 
Our personal minds and hearts 

certainly represent our personal 
property. We must obviously 
eliminate from our minds and 
from the very heart (or center of 
our being) false doctrine and sin 
which will corrupt us morally. 

In addition, the areas within 
our control—such as our homes, 
farms, businesses, and other 
work areas—must be cleansed 
from leavening products. Al-
mighty Yahweh, our Heavenly 
Father, wishes to teach us a les-
son. He wants to show us that 
we must constantly be alert to 
maintain purity over that which 
is under our control, and that we 
do not ingest any actual leaven. 
This will make us become label 
readers, as we carefully scruti-
nize everything that we purchase 
or use. Practicing the elimina-
tion of leaven for one week out 
of the year will condition us so 
that we very carefully examine 
every doctrine that we accept 
and practice. In this way, we 
will be alert throughout the year 
to reject any false doctrine that 
might influence us to disobey 
Yahweh’s commandments. 

Those who properly keep the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread will 
eliminate leavening products 
such as yeast, baking powder, 
and all leavened (baked or 
cooked) products from their living 
area. Then, when they strive to 
keep Yahweh’s commandments 
as perfectly as they possibly can, 
with the help of Yahweh’s Holy 
Spirit, it will set them apart 
from most of the people of this 
Babylonish system. They must 
constantly make the decision 
to follow Almighty Yahweh as 
perfectly as they can by keep-
ing His commandments. Or one 
can liberalize the teachings of 
the Bible and, thereby, allow 
himself to remain only at the 

fringes of this worldly society 
while not completely pressing 
toward the center of the Assem-
bly of Yahweh’s saints. Please see 
Numbers 11:1. 

When someone faithfully ac-
cepts and practices the spiritual 
lessons taught by the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, it will clearly 
and distinctly set him apart from 
this worldly system of things. 
Determination to live for our 
Heavenly Father will cause the 
people of this world to persecute 
the True Worshiper. Therefore, 
keeping Yahweh’s command-
ments and eliminating sin from 
our lives sets us apart from this 
worldly system, but it causes us 
to suffer affliction, just as did the 
saints of Yahweh down through 
history. 

When the Israelites ate their 
Passover in Egypt, leaven re-
mained in their houses. They 
were told to bake unleavened 
bread and to begin to eat it that 
same night on which they ate 
the Passover lamb. When Israel 
left Rameses to journey to Suc-

coth, the inspired record states: 
“And they baked unleavened 
cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt; 
for it was not leavened, be-
cause they were thrust out of 
Egypt, and could not delay, 
neither had they prepared for 
themselves any food.” (Exodus 
12:39). 

Customarily, the ancient Is-
raelite homes included a dough 
box in which they prepared 
their daily bread. The dough 
box contained flour, and, per-
haps, certain other ingredients 
like shortening had already 
been placed in the flour. But no 
leavening agent had yet been 
introduced. Consequently, when 
they left Egypt so hurriedly, they 
had no recourse but to bake un-
leavened bread, because there 
was no time to wait around a 
good portion of the day to allow 
their bread to rise as the leaven-
ing agent performed its action. 

Consequently, unleavened 
bread also includes the second-
ary meaning of haste, to forsake 
sin quickly. That entire week, as 
initially Israel sought to avoid 
the Egyptians, and, eventually, 
saw the defeat of Pharaoh’s 
army, they had no time to delay. 
They had to move forward con-
tinually. If they stopped too long, 
the pursuing Egyptians would 
overtake them and once again 
enslave them. Therefore, when 
we find any sin in our lives, we 
must eliminate it quickly—im-
mediately—so that it will take 
no permanent possession of us. 

As a consequence, this lesson 
should not be lost on the True 
Worshiper today. We also must 
leave sin as rapidly as possible 
when the Holy Spirit of Almighty 
Yahweh reveals to us what we 
must do to be saved. When we 
learn that sin is the transgres-
sion of the Law (1 John 3:4), 

When someone 
faithfully 

accepts and 
practices 

the spiritual 
lessons taught 

by the Feast 
of Unleavened 
Bread, it will 
clearly and 

distinctly set him 
apart from this 

worldly system of 
things. 
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and the wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23), we must hasten 
to forsake sin and make our 
personal exodus to the protec-
tive area offered by obedience 
to Yahweh’s commandments. 
The Holy Spirit does not push or 
shove. It leads and can readily 
be quenched by stubborn people 
who delight to serve themselves.

 Yahshua’s  
Broken Body

 In 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 
Paul describes the renewed sym-
bols partaken by the disciples 
at the Passover Memorial that 
Yahshua introduced at His last 
Passover observance, depicting 
our Savior’s atoning death. 

Yahshua the Messiah, on that 
last Passover occasion of His 
earthly life, took bread, and, 
after He had given thanks to 
Yahweh for it, He broke it and 
identified it as representing His 
own broken Body that was to 
be the Memorial remembrance 
of His death each year. We are 
informed that, as often as we 
keep this observance (the an-
nual observance of Yahshua the 
Messiah’s Passover Memorial 
as our substitute sacrifice), we 
show forth, or demonstrate, to 
the world our faith in the Mes-
siah’s sacrifice. This passage has 
been grossly misinterpreted to 
mean that we can observe the 
Memorial Supper anytime we 
choose. Such is not the case. 
Almighty Yahweh Himself, our 
Heavenly Father, has laid down 
the conditions for observing this 
communion service and how fre-
quently we shall partake of it. 
Yahshua died on a specific day, 
and we must observe His death 
on its annual anniversary. 

Paul emphasizes that before 
we partake of Yahshua’s Memori-

al, we must cleanse our lives and 
hearts of anything that might 
displease our Heavenly Father 
and His Messiah. “Therefore, 
whoever shall eat the bread 
or drink the cup of Yahshua 
in an unworthy manner, shall 
be guilty of the body and the 
blood of Yahshua. But let a 
man prove himself, and so 
let him eat of the bread, and 
drink of the cup. For he that 
eats and drinks, eats and 
drinks judgment to himself, 
if he discerns not the body. 
For this cause many among 
you are weak and sickly, and 
not a few sleep.” (1 Corinthians 
11:27-30). Therefore, just as he 
says in chapter five, verse 7b-8, 
“For our Passover also has 
been sacrificed, even the Mes-
siah: therefore let us keep the 
Feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.” 

In 1 Corinthians 10:16, Paul 
wants us to respond with an af-
firmative statement formed from 
the question he asks. “The cup 
of blessing which we bless, 
is it not a communion of the 
blood of the Messiah?” The 
cup of blessing is described in 
the Old Testament as the new 
wine found in the cluster (Isaiah 
65:8-9). The symbol of blood, as 
it is partaken at the Memorial 
Supper, is grape juice (if you have 
never proven this conclusively 
to yourself, write in for our free 
article, Wine or Grape Juice?). 
It represents the blood of the 
New Covenant, we constantly 
remember so that we do not 
negate the Messiah’s sacrifice. 
See also Hebrews 10:26-31. Some 
groups use fermented wine as 
this symbol, but wine represents 
confusion and judgment. 

The bread which we break is 

obviously that which cannot be 
cut but represents the unleav-
ened bread symbol used at the 
ancient Passover that Yahshua 
the Messiah now continued, 
linking us to the ancient Old 
Testament Israelite Passover 
in Egypt.

The word communion is a 
translation from the Greek word 
koinonia. This word means a 
fellowship in or through a part‑
nership. When two people make 
an agreement with each other, 
they are, then, in fellowship, or 
close communication (commu-
nion). If two people disagree and 
break a partnership through fail-
ing to live up to that agreement, 
fellowship and communication in 
partnership is broken, lost, or 
dissolved. Consequently, when 
we eliminate sin from our lives 
and faithfully keep Yahweh’s 
Covenant agreement in partner-
ship with Him, as we partake 
of the Passover Memorial Sup-
per—drinking the symbol of the 
Messiah’s shed blood and eating 
the symbol of His broken body—
we, in effect, renew the terms of 
that irrevocable Covenant each 
year. 

Unleavened Bread: The 
Symbol of Yahweh’s Mark

“Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and in the 
seventh day shall be a feast 
to Yahweh. Unleavened bread 
shall be eaten throughout the 
seven days; and there shall 
no leavened bread be seen 
with you, neither shall there 
be leaven seen with you, in 
all your borders. And you 
shall tell your son in that 
day, saying, It is because of 
that which Yahweh did for 
me when I came forth out of 
Egypt. And it shall be for a 
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sign to you upon your hand, 
and for a memorial between 
your eyes, that the law of 
Yahweh may be in your mouth: 
for with a strong hand has 
Yahweh brought you out of 
Egypt. You shall therefore 
keep this ordinance in its 
season from year to year.” 
(Exodus 13:6-10).

Did you notice that, by eating 
unleavened bread each year, 
it shall be a sign to Almighty 
Yahweh that we recognize His 
absolute authority over us? His 
sign will be imprinted upon our 
forehead (between our eyes), 
which means the seat of our 
understanding, and on our hands 
(directing everything we do with 
our dexterity). By comparing 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 20-25, 
it will become obvious that the 
sign of recognition of Yahweh’s 
authority over us, symbolized by 
the eating of unleavened bread, 
actually means the keeping of 
the commandments, statutes, 
and judgments of our Heavenly 
Father. Israel could not keep 
Yahweh’s Law while they were 
enslaved in Egypt, but, after 
their release from Egyptian bond-
age—which symbolizes sin, they 
obeyed Yahweh’s commandments. 
As long as they obeyed His Laws, 
they were His people. 

Now, when you compare Reve-
lation 13:16-18, it should become 
immediately obvious to you that 
the Mark of the Beast represents 
disobedience to Yahweh’s com-
mandments. The Mark of the 
Beast means the sign of owner-
ship that the ruler of this world’s 
governments places upon his 
own subjects. Who is the ruler 
of this world’s governments? The 
answer may be found in Luke 
4:5-7. “And he led him up, and 
showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of 
time. And the devil said to 

him, To you will I give all this 
authority, and the glory of 
them: for it has been delivered 
to me; and to whomever I will 
I give it. If you therefore will 
worship before me, it shall all 
be yours.”

Satan is the archenemy of 
Almighty Yahweh. He influences 
people to break Yahweh’s com-
mandments and commit sin, so 
that he may assume the worship 
of the human race. Therefore, 
contrast the Mark of Yahweh 
(which stands for the keeping 
of His commandments) with the 
Mark of the Beast (which stands 
for living as Satan directs, in 
opposition to Almighty Yahweh’s 
Word and gratifying the carnal 
nature). 

The Showbread

When Almighty Yahweh com-
manded the establishment of 
His worship among the Israelite 
peoples in the wilderness, He 
instituted the ordinance of per-
petual showbread to be placed 
in the Tabernacle. Please note 
Exodus 25:23-30. It was the 
responsibility of the priesthood 
to set the bread in order each 
week before Almighty Yahweh 
(Exodus 40:23). 

The showbread was to symbol-
ize the constant availability of 
spiritual food where Yahweh’s 
presence abides. Turning to Le-
viticus 24:1-9, we can observe 
that this bread was to be care-
fully baked and prepared each 
week. The passage indicates 
that it would be baked without 
leaven. Please read also Leviticus 
2:11. Therefore, the messages 
preached by Almighty Yahweh’s 
chosen elders each week must 
be sound doctrine exclusively 
and not adulterated by corrupted 
teachings. It is the responsibility 
of each person to assemble for 

worship, or cling to the group 
that fulfills this type today. We 
believe it is the Assemblies of 
Yahweh. 

The Purpose of 
Eliminating Leaven

The principal reason why 
leaven must be eliminated from 
both the physical and spiritual 
lives of the True Believer is be-
cause of its relationship to the 
overall lesson of keeping all of 
Yahweh’s feast days. We must 
remember that Passover is called 
the preparation for keeping the 
Feast. During the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, diligent care 
must be taken to eliminate all 
leaven. If we discover any leaven 
in our homes, or in our lives, it 
must be thrown out immediately. 

We have seen that, spiritually, 
leaven characterizes disobedience 
to Yahweh’s commandments, or 
sin, false doctrine that leads one 
to sin, hypocrisy, which is the 
liberalizing of Yahweh’s way of 
life, and the corruptive influence 
of the governments of this world. 
We must faithfully observe the 
commandments of Yahweh and 
do those things that are pleas-
ing in His sight. We must keep 
Yahweh’s commandments with 
the substitute sacrifice of the 
shed blood of Yahshua the Mes-
siah sprinkled upon our hearts 
as a cleansing agent so that we 
can stand pure before Almighty 
Yahweh, forgiven of our sins. 

The necessity of eating unleav-
ened bread with our meals during 
the seven-day period of the Feast 
should impress upon our minds 
that we carefully scrutinize and 
read the labels on the doctrines 
that we accept. We must be pure, 
sinless, and spotless, spiritu-
ally without blemish, so that 
Almighty Yahweh will accept us 
into His Kingdom (His Family).
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Who will make this journey 
from sin to salvation? Obviously, 
it will be unleavened people 
who have cleansed their heart 
and mind from everything that 
corrupts. It is people that have 
developed perfect spiritual char-
acter, rejecting this world of 
darkness and sin to cross over 
into the light of the Truth of 
Almighty Yahweh, our Heavenly 
Father, encapsulated in the keep-
ing of His commandments. 

We invite you to partici-
pate with us in the keeping of  
Yahweh’s commandments. See for 
yourself how Almighty Yahweh 
has portrayed for us a pathway 
that the True Worshipers must 
travel annually to remind us how 
we may attain the Kingdom of 
Yahweh, to be adopted into the 
very family of the Most High. 

People of good will are always 
welcome to join us for the wor-
ship of the True Mighty One 
Yahweh, in the Name of Yahshua 
the Messiah. (Write for further 
information.) 

The Progressive Steps to Salvation

The following constitutes a list of Yahweh’s holy days and the 
lesson we should derive from keeping each one. 
1. Passover, Abib 14. This is the preparation for keeping  

Yahweh’s Feast of Unleavened Bread. lt entails the acceptance 
of unleavened bread as the memorial of Yahshua’s broken 
Body, broken for our chastisement, and the symbol of His 
shed blood as a cleansing for our sin. It represents a death 
that will lead to a new, sin-free, repentant life. 

2. The Feast of Unleavened Bread, Abib 15-21. The keeping 
of this Feast for a week symbolizes, for the True Believer, 
a cleansing of his life from anything that might corrupt his 
pure, righteous, spiritual life and attitude. Such cleansing 
makes him a fit vessel where the Holy Spirit of our Heavenly 
Father and His Messiah may dwell. 

3. Pentecost, seven complete weeks after the weekly 
Sabbath falling on Passover or during the Days of 
Unleavened Bread. This Holy Day symbolizes our per-
sonal ratification of the everlasting Covenant and receiving 
the personality of our Heavenly Father and His Messiah 
through their Holy Spirit dwelling in us and helping us to 
be converted. 

4. The Feast of Trumpets. The first day of the seventh 
scriptural month. This observance illustrates a division of 
Yahweh’s people traveling toward His Kingdom, while the 
wicked people of this world journey toward their judgment 
at Armageddon. It symbolizes a warning from Almighty 
Yahweh so that all who are sincere may follow Him. 

5. The Day of Atonement, the 10th day of the 7th scrip-
tural month. It is a time that represents the unity with 
Almighty Yahweh, illustrated by the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, and memorializes the atonement sacrifice of our Sav-
ior, Yahshua the Messiah, when He shed His blood to break 
down the separation between Yahweh and His sinful people. 

6. The Feast of Tabernacles, the 15th to the 21st day of 
the 7th month. This week of celebration memorializes our 
hope in attaining the Kingdom of Yahweh, the millennial 
reign of our Savior, Yahshua the Messiah, and adoption into 
the Yahweh Family illustrated here, as we keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles, just as the weekly Sabbath we observe points 
us toward the Kingdom of Yahweh. 

7. The Last Great Day of the Feast, the 22nd day of the 
7th scriptural month. This Holy Day illustrates eternity, 
the limitless future, when all people who survive the tribula-
tion and Yahshua’s judgment have finally received the Holy 
Spirit of Almighty Yahweh (John 7:37-39). 
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Greetings in the sacred and holy Name 
of Yahweh. Blessings to the "believing family" 
of our Elohim. I have so longed for this day 
to come, in which I'd be able to say "I LOVE 
YOU!" I now have the knowledge that was 
missing in my journey. Now I, too, can honor 
the Father in True Worship.

— N.G., Michigan

I want to thank you for providing me with 
a vital understanding of the doctrines and 
the Word of Yahweh, and for bringing me 
to a concrete understanding of the Narrow 
Way. Now I must set it firmly in my mind and 
in the my heart to embark upon this pathway 
to salvation. I want to become a doer as 
Yahweh commanded. May Almighty Yahweh 
continue to bless and magnify your work in 
these very troubling times.

— G.P., Florida

Dear friends in Yahshua, Please accept 
my tithe/donation. Thank you for the Sacred 
Name Broadcaster. It's good to know I have 
brothers and sisters in Yahshua in Bethel. Thank 
you for everything.

—D.S., Pennsylvania

Greetings to you in the greatest Name of the 
Almighty Yahweh and in the Name of Yahshua 
the Messiah! Thanks to your great Work, the 
Sacred Name of the Almighty Yahweh is known 
all over the world, even here in Russia. I am 
very grateful to you for your friendly service 
through so many years. I hope in the future 
to not only read and listen to Yahweh's Truth, 
but also to take part personally in the feast 
days in Bethel. 

—V.G., Russia

Thank you so much for all the material I 
have received. I have learned so many things 
I never knew. It has opened my eyes, and I 
thank Yahweh I found you. Yahweh knows I 
needed this in my life.

—T.L., via website

I want to thank all of you there at Yahweh's 
Headquarters here on this earth for the hard 
work you did in preparation for the Feast of 
Tabernacles 2020 and for all of the good 
sermons. Also, to the workers in the Gold 
Building, the soup each day was excellent 
and nutritious. I had a bowl each day, be-
cause I knew I would be getting the nutrition 
I needed. May Yahweh bless and keep you 
all, until we meet again.

—S.L., Texas



PERIODICAL

Reading, PA

A new, state-of-the-art transmitter is being built that will 
incorporate the latest technology that will deliver a clear, 
crisp sound with the greatest efficiency available. As we all 
know, electricity costs have greatly increased; consequently, 
the higher efficiency will allow us to broadcast more—for less 
money. Also, the new transmitter will broadcast at 300,000 
watts of power, and, in this way, MOST OF THE INHABITED 
AREAS OF THE WORLD WILL BE COVERED WITH 
THIS END-TIME MESSAGE THROUGH THE POWERFUL 
SIGNAL OF WMLK RADIO, in fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Matthew 24:14. 

“And these good tidings of the kingdom 
shall be preached in the whole world 

for a testimony to all the nations; and then 
shall the end come.”

Help to Fulfill the
Great Commission!

WMLK, the Assemblies of Yahweh 
international shortwave radio station, 
is currently being updated and improved. 

For more information on how you can help to 
fulfill the Great Commission, write to 

Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507, 
or log on to www.assembliesofyahweh.com 

or WMLKradio.net.
If Almighty Yahweh lays this need upon your heart, 
and you desire to join us in this endeavor, we pray 

that His richest blessing will be upon you.

The new transmitter is scheduled 
to be operational by mid 2021, 

Yahweh willing.


