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1 Tree Worship in Ancient Pagan Religion

Almighty Yahweh has commanded us "Do not learn the way of 
the heathen!" We must evict all remnants of pagan practices from 
our lives. 

7 Christmas Customs: How Scriptural Are They? 

The members of the Assemblies of Yahweh have completely re‑
jected the corrupt religious customs, spurning the false teaching 
of the world that calls December 25 a holy day.

15 Seven Reasons Why I Do Not Observe Christmas

Consider seven convincing reasons why Elder Jacob O. Meyer, 
his family, and the members of the Assemblies of Yahweh do not 
observe Christmas. 

18 Questions to Bethel

Have you proven the necessity to make a distinction between the 
clean and the unclean?

"Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that pro-
ceeds out of the mouth of Yahweh." 
(Matthew 4:4b).

How much value do you place upon 
the Word of Yahweh? Do you look to 
His Word for instruction in the ways 
of righteousness? Have you placed His 
Word upon you heart and in your mind 
as the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4‑9) 
instructs us? Do you study the Bible 
daily as a modern Berean who receives 
the Word with readiness (Acts 17:11) 
and proves all things? His Word will 
never become dull to us if we zealously 
seek Him and His wisdom.

A closer walk with Yahweh is what 
we desire and a more diligent effort 
must be placed upon our pursuit of 
biblical knowledge. "That you may 
walk in the way of good men, and 
keep the paths of the righteous." 
(Proverbs 2:20). 
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When one reads of the abomi-
nable practices in ancient pagan 
religion, it soon becomes appar-
ent that there was ample reason 
for Yahweh’s denunciation of 
them throughout the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures. Yahweh wanted 
His people to be separated from 
these practices and depend exclu-
sively upon His protection and 
blessing, which were promised 
for keeping His commandments. 
He called Israel out of the pagan 
atmosphere of Egyptian bond-
age. He led them through the 
wilderness for 40 years—which 
was a place where they had no 

contact with other cultures—so 
that Israel could be taught sound 
doctrine without the influence of 
false doctrine. By that time, they 
had grown in understanding, 
so that Yahweh felt they could 
be trusted to remain faithful as 
they entered a land inhabited 
by a people that was far more 
corrupt than the civilization they 
had left behind. Sadly, it was not 
long until Yahweh’s people, the 
Israelites, began to assimilate 
some of these abominable pagan 
practices and turned aside from 
the pathway of the conserva-
tive True Worship of Almighty 

Yahweh. Some of the ceremonies 
and practices of pagan peoples 
are enchanting, and they seem 
to be fun. Unless the individual 
is aware of the origin of these 
practices, he can usually see little 
harm in participating. Neverthe-
less, the inspired Scriptures have 
warned us that we shall not be 
a part of the customs of Baby-
lon the Great. We must adhere 
strictly to what is written in the 
Bible, the Word of Yahweh. The 
identifying mark of the True 
Worshiper, in every age down 
through history, has been the 
thought expressed in Matthew 
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4:4. “It is written, Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of Yahweh.” 
(This quote is a paraphrase of 
Deuteronomy 8:3.)

The religion of the ancient 
Babylonians has paralleled the 
Faith of the inspired Scriptures, 
and it has frequently, down 
through history, invaded True 
Worship to the point of almost 
inundating it. This may surprise 
the uninformed Bible student, but 
all people should become aware 
of what exists in the religious 
world, so that we may all follow 
the instruction of the heavenly 
voice in Revelation 18:4; “Come 
forth, my people, out of her, 
that you have no fellowship 
with her sins, and that you 
receive not of her plagues.” 
This directive of the heavenly 
voice was meant to be taken in a 
spiritual sense for the last days 
at the close of the age in which 
we are now living. It means that 
religious customs and traditions, 

which were once observed in 
ancient Babylon, would again 
be observed at the time when 
the Messiah returns to establish 
the Kingdom of Yahweh on this 
earth. Those pagan religious cus-
toms would be so popular and in 
such widespread acceptance that 
the culture would appear to be 
Babylonian in character when 
Almighty Yahweh establishes 
His Kingdom after uprooting 
this abominable paganism. We 
must recall that it was a Baby-
lonian ruler who became the 
world’s first king, supplanting 
Yahweh, and he has masquer-
aded as the false (anti) messiah 
ever since. You may read about 
him in Genesis 10:8-12. He was 
called Nimrod. It was the wor-
ship of Nimrod, along with that 
of his wife-mother Semiramis, 
that invaded the True Worship 
and captured it almost totally. 
Consequently, the doctrines of 
Babylonian religion were super-
imposed upon the Bible so that 
Scriptures have been used to 

support paganism when, in fact, 
they have never done so. It was 
only the Babylonian veil, cast 
upon the spiritual understanding 
of the people, that has interfered 
with a sound comprehension of 
the message of the Bible. Cut 
through that veil, throw it aside, 
and one can clearly see what 
Almighty Yahweh wishes us to 
know, because His Word is so 
plain and simple to understand.

Babylonian religion was found-
ed upon the concept of taking a 
little of Yahweh’s original Truth 
and admixing human thoughts 
and ideas. Superstition played 
a major role in the formulation 
of Babylonian worship. One can 
see this clearly demonstrated by 
carefully reading the account of 
Nimrod in the Bible (reference 
above). He was a mighty hunter 
before (the Hebrew texts read 
in opposition to) Yahweh. He 
hunted men and used many 
devious means to facilitate his 
aims and goals of supplanting 
Yahweh as the king of the earth. 
He showed great prowess as a 
hunter of vicious animals and, 
thereby, gained for himself the 
distinction of a protector of the 
people. This profile was used to 
gain an influence over the people 
and cause them to submit to 
him. In order to maintain this 
firm control over the people of 
the world, a religious  system 
was invented and set in mo-
tion, creeping stealthily into the 
hearts of people. This religious 
system found its way into almost 
every culture under the sun. It 
 traveled to Egypt and there in-
fluenced the migrant Israelites 
while they were held there in 
bondage. When Yahweh released 
those people, He separated them 
from the worldly nations, so that 
they could  reform their minds 
and learn to submit to Him and 
His Covenant Law.

Above: A mythological representation of the dead tree stump (deceased 
Nimrod) watched over by the entwined serpent Aescalapius (the healer). 
Alongside is the horn of plenty (L.) (for Saturn) and the new little tree 
(Thammuz ‑ New Year) growing from the roots of the dead stump.
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The insidious nature of Babylo-
nian worship, that was practiced 
by the pagan peoples, was super-
imposed upon the message of the 
Bible, as was previously stated. 
It was, in reality, the worship of 
nature and the heavenly bodies. 
Therefore, the elohim (mighty 
ones or idols) that were wor-
shiped in Babylonish theology 
were tied very closely to the sea-
sons and the agricultural cycles. 
We must remember that this 
handed-down worship of Babylon 
rides upon the Beast, Revelation 
17:3-5. Consequently, if this last 
statement is true and can be 
proven, then the governments 
of today continue to celebrate 
holidays that are tied closely 
to pagan worship representing 
some ancient heathen celebra-
tion of the agricultural cycle and, 
especially, of the Middle East.

The worship of Babylon was 
the worship of nature. It is 
most fully developed in the Baal 
myths of ancient mythology. The 
worship in Babylon spread into 
Canaan and was appropriated 
by those ancient people. From 
them sprang the Phoenicians 
and, eventually, the Carthagin-
ians. When Yahweh brought His 
people Israel into the Holy Land, 
He  demanded that they reject the 
pagan worship of this land and, 
thereby, keep their worship of 
Him clean and pure. Neverthe-
less, before too many years had 
passed, they assimilated some 
of these pagan Baal practices. 
Eventually, Ahab of the dynasty 
of Omri in the House of Israel 
(the ten northern tribes) made a 
political marriage with the rul-
ing family of Zidon and Tyre, by 
marrying a Phoenician princess 
called Jezebel. Her father was 
King Ethbaal, who also served as 
a priest to the Phoenician idol, 
Astarte. See Josephus, Against 
Apion, 1:18 and Antiquities of 

the Jews, 8, 13:1. From that 
time until the reign of Jehu, 
Baal worship dominated in the 
northern nation, and even then it 
was never completely obliterated 
by that reforming king. Elijah 
the prophet battled against it 
and almost lost his own life in 
the bargain. It finally spread 
its tentacles into the southern 
kingdom of Judah and was one 
of the downfalls of that nation.

Although it would be most 
informative to the reader, this 
present author shall not do a 
 comprehensive paper on the 
various elements of Baal wor-
ship, because of lack of time and 
magazine space. We shall concen-
trate upon only one point of its 
doctrine—tree worship. However, 
if you are interested in receiving 
a more comprehensive study 
on the subject of “Baal, Israel’s 
Stumbling Block,” we have pub-
lished this as part of the book, 
The Memorial Name Yahweh. 
If you would like to purchase a 
copy of this dynamic paperback 
book, write to Assemblies of 
Yahweh, P. O. Box C, Bethel, PA 
19507, or purchase it online at 
www.assembliesofyahweh.com.

Original Tree Worship  
in the Bible

In seeking to find a basis for 
tree worship in the Bible, we 
must go back to the incident in 
which our first progenitors, Adam 
and Eve, fell into sin. This is re-
corded for us in Genesis 3. After 
Eve had conversed with the evil 
spirit being, Satan the devil, and 
had followed his suggestion about 
eating of the fruit of the tree of 
knowing good and knowing evil, 
she gave some to Adam, and he 
ate also, making their family 
sin complete. Later, because of 
their transgression, they real-
ized that they were naked before 
Yahweh. They had lost their 

innocence, and they needed to 
be clothed. Consequently, they 
looked around for something to 
cover themselves. Since their sin 
had been related to the vegetable 
(agricultural) part of their lives, 
they chose fig leaves. They fab-
ricated aprons for their apparel, 
once again choosing to turn 
to vegetable matter. Scholars 
have traced the history of tree 
worship to this possible source. 
Since it was the tree that had 
been instrumental in bringing 
about their downfall, they turned 
toward trees to find a way to 
redeem themselves. Later, Adam 
and Eve apparently told their 
descendents about this incident. 
It was truth that became mixed 
with error, and, after some time, 
reverence for trees was instituted 
by the uninformed people.

Perhaps we can see something 
reminiscent of tree worship ob-
served in modern times. Although 
no longer as prominent today as 
it once had been in our country, 
Arbor (tree) Day was observed by 
planting a tree. Clubs, schools, 
ch-rches, other groups, and 
individuals turned out on that 
day to plant trees. This custom 
was transferred to the modern 
state of Israel, which gave as 
the reason for incorporating such 
a practice the desire to add to 
their natural resources through 
forestation. Incidentally, there 
is nothing wrong with planting 
trees, but making a ritual out of 
it, as did the pagans, is wrong. 
Sometimes the trees that are 
planted are evergreens. This also 
is significant, because in many 
pagan religions the evergreen 
tree was worshiped, or adored, 
because of its viable, verdant ap-
pearance year-round. The ancient 
pagan mind portrayed the ever-
green as being representative of 
everlasting life.

Let us now consider primitive 
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tree worship. Among the various 
ancient cults that revered trees 
was the worship attached to 
Cybele (the female Baal, mother 
of mighty ones). To honor her 
mutilated priest, Attis, an ever-
green tree was carried through 
the streets of the cities in which 
her temples stood.

Let us notice the following 
quote from the noted work 
by Sir James George Fraser, 
The Golden Bough. “On the 
twenty‑second day of March, a 
pine tree was cut in the woods 
and brought into the sanctuary 
of Cybele, where it was treated 
as a great divinity. The duty 
of carrying the sacred tree was 
entrusted to a guild of Treebear‑
ers. The trunk was swathed like 
a corpse with woollen bands and 
decked with wreaths of violets, for 
violets were said to have sprung 
from the blood of Attis, as roses 
and anemones from the blood of 
Adonis, and the effigy of a young 
man, doubtless Attis himself, was 
tied to the middle stem,” p. 405. 
Although the new year date, 
which then was March 21, has 
now been moved to January 1, 
the customs of this primitive hea-
then festival have been shifted 

to the tradition-
al celebration of 
Chr-stmas.

Chr-stmas 
Trees

The Chr-stmas 
trees that appear 
in the homes of 
the people each 
year are a relic 
o f  t r e e  w o r -
ship. One might 
question this 
statement, until 
we put several of 
the pieces of the 
puzzle together 
and take a close 

look at the situation.
Let us turn first to Jeremiah 

chapter 10. We read there in 
verses 2-5, “Thus says Yahweh, 
Learn not the way of the na-
tions, and be not dismayed 
at the signs of heaven; for 
the nations are dismayed at 
them. For the customs of the 
peoples are vanity; for one 
cuts a tree out of the forest, 
the work of the hands of the 
workman with the axe. They 
deck it with silver and with 
gold; they fasten it with nails 
and with hammers, that it 
moves not. They are like a 
palm tree, of turned work, 
and speak not: they must 
necessarily be borne, because 
they cannot go. Be not afraid 
of them; for they cannot do 
evil, neither is it in them to 
do good.”

We should notice that the signs 
of heaven terrify heathen people. 
Those signs apparently were 
related in some way to the sea-
sonal cycle. We must remember 
that ancient pagan religion was 
primarily nature worship. The 
worship of the baals in ancient 
Middle Eastern Semitic cultures 
was deeply rooted in nature 

worship and the revolution of 
the heavenly bodies. Almighty 
Yahweh, the Heavenly  Father, 
has instituted a seasonal cycle 
also for remembering His feast 
days; however, this seasonal cycle 
is not the same as the one that 
regulated the ancient pagan reli-
gions. Yahweh’s holy day seasons 
are related to the production 
of crops. The pagan  religions 
regulated their observances by 
watching the movements of the 
heavenly bodies, rather than as 
did the Hebrews who carefully 
watched for the fruits, the things 
produced during the seasonal 
cycle.

Historically, the pagan peo-
ples—who neither worshiped 
Almighty Yahweh nor kept His 
Laws—were very superstitious. 
Such ingrained superstition led 
to terror within their hearts, 
because they did not rely upon a 
living faith in Almighty Yahweh 
and His Word. As they saw the 
sun go south in the heavens 
every year in its regular, seasonal 
journey, they became alarmed, 
thinking that it would leave them 
forever and never return again to 
warm the earth. They had no con-
fidence in the Word of Almighty 
Yahweh, that “While the earth 
remains, seedtime and har-
vest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease.” 
(Genesis 8:22). This dismay, or 
terror, as they watched the sun 
seemingly depart from them, 
caused them to stand in awe of 
the movements of the heavenly 
bodies. As a consequence, when 
the sun stopped and began a 
new journey northward, the days 
began to lengthen, and they could 
see that a new season had once 
more begun. What religious cer-
emony did these pagan peoples 
use to depict such a solar cycle?

From reading Jeremiah chap-
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ter 10, we have discovered that, 
since the heathen people became 
terrified at the signs of the re-
volving bodies in the heavens, 
they would select a tree out of 
the forest, cut it down, bring 
it into the house, and deck it 
with gold and silver, fastening it 
with nails and hammers, which 
undoubtedly had some meaning. 
The symbol which they chose was 
that of a tree that lives forever. 
Many of the heathen peoples 
would select an evergreen tree, 
which they recognized as hav-
ing life winter and summer 
and never going into a state of 
dormancy. In Jeremiah chapter 
10, the palm tree is related to 
everlasting life. Among ancient 
Middle Eastern peoples, it was 
regarded as the symbol of victory. 
This again relates to the solar 
cycle and sun worship as it was 
practiced by the Middle Eastern 
peoples. The winter solstice is 
called sol natalis invictus (the 
birthday of the unconquerable 
sun).

In the monumental work, The 
Two Babylons by Alexander 
Hislop, we find on page 98 a 
representation of the pagan ac-
count of the solar cycle. We find 
represented there the picture 
of the dead trunk of a tree, 
around which is coiled a serpent. 
A serpent, which represented 
Aesculapius, is coiled around 
the dead trunk of the tree, rep-
resenting the old year. Beside 
the trunk of the tree you may 
see the pagan horn of plenty, 
while on the other side of this 
tree trunk is a new little shoot 
of a palm tree.

Here then we may see the 
way the pagan peoples depicted 
the solar cycle. In reality, it is 
associated very closely with the 
pagan messiah Nimrod (Genesis 
10:8-12). Nimrod was described 
as having been the old tree 

hewed down in its prime. The 
serpent coiled itself around the 
tree and gave it new life. From 
the roots of that tree emerged 
the new shoot of the new son 
(sun). This pagan mythological 
ceremony is still being reen-
acted annually, even down to 
our own time, as the world 
celebrates the birthday of the 
new sun by bringing a tree into 
the house and decorating it.

The decorations on the tree 
were to represent the light and 
the glitter that the sun sends 
to this earth. Some of the pa-
gans, as we have already seen, 
wrapped the tree with various 
items of fabric decoration and 
tinsel. But over the years, a 
custom has developed that 
many people, including some 
religious organizations, prac-
tice today. This custom is to 
decorate the tree literally with 
gold and silver, meaning money. 
Let us remember, again, that 
Almighty Yahweh tells us, DO 
NOT LEARN THE WAY OF 
THE HEATHEN! We should 
seek to eliminate these pagan 
customs from our daily lives, so 
that we may please Almighty 
Yahweh, the Heavenly Father, 
by being in harmony with His 
Laws and with His Word.

In addition to the Chr-stmas 
tree, we might recall that the 
Chr-stmas celebration each 
year includes, in many coun-
tries, the burning of the yule 
log. The yule log represents 
the old tree which was hewed 
down, and from this yule log 
would emerge on Chr-stmas 
day a decorated tree indicating 
the birth of the new son. The 
new year came to be known as 
the new son. Interestingly, the 
Hebrew word for year is sana 
(shanah). The use of vegeta-
tion to honor the birth of the 
new son, or the new year, had 

been practiced in many pagan 
cultures just as is being done 
in our time, but we must re-
member that Yahweh never 
commanded such ceremonial 
worship. His new year begins in 
spring with the barley harvest 
season, Exodus 12:2.

Apostate Israel 
Worshiped Trees

At several places in the Bible, 
Almighty Yahweh has legislated 
against worshiping the creature 
(creation), rather than the Cre-
ator. He has planned His Law 
so that His People would not 
become involved with worship 
of material substance. In Deu-
teronomy 16:21-22, we find that 
the Law of Yahweh prohibits 
the planting of a grove of trees 
near the altar of Yahweh and 
the making of any image to use 
in worship. There is a reason for 
this commandment. The reason 
is that ancient peoples would 
use such trees to carve images 
into the trunks of those standing 
near the places where they wor-
shiped their mighty ones. Such 
was the atmosphere of the land 
of Canaan when Israel entered 
the Promised Land. These im-
ages are called in the Scriptures 
the asherim (singular asherah), 
translated in the King James 
Version as groves (1 Kings 18:19 
and 2 Kings 21:3). Almighty 
Yahweh warned Israel in Deu-
teronomy 4:25-28 that, if they 
would disobey Him, He would 
scatter them among the nations 
where they would worship the 
work of men’s hands: wood and 
stone. This warning is repeated 
in Deuteronomy 28:64. We dis-
cover, in Ezekiel 20:32, Almighty 
Yahweh declaring to Israel that it 
was not His intention that they 
should depart from the Promised 
Land and worship the mighty 
ones of the nations: wood and 
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Continued on page 14.

6

stone. He indicated that if they 
persisted in adopting the worship 
of pagan idols, He would consign 
them to be carried away captive 
to countries that practiced these 
abominations.

The asherah that was wor-
shiped in ancient Semitic 
religions, which was assimilated 
in the worship of the Israelites, 
had many  implications. Some 
commentators feel that the ash‑
erah was a tree trunk, cut off 
and carved into a phallic image. 
Other commentators think that 
it was the trunk of a live tree 
that was gilded with precious or 
semiprecious metals. Whichever 
was the practice, the trunk of 
a tree standing by the side of 
the sacrificial altar could have 
referred to the original sin of 
Adam and Eve in Genesis chap-
ter 3. As we have seen previously, 
the word in Hebrew for wood is 
ats, #[e, #6086 in the Strong’s 
Concordance. At one stage 
of the Israelite language, this 
word stood for a tree, whereas in 
other stages of the Israelite lan-
guage it stood for wood, or the 
products made from a tree. 
Consequently, we can see that 
pagan religion symbolized what 
Isaiah spoke about in chapter 44 
of his prophecy. Almighty Yahweh 
prohibits making AN IMAGE OF 
ANY KIND and placing it in a 
position of prominence wherever 
He is worshiped.

Do People Worship  
Trees Today?

You might think that such 
a question, appearing in the 
subheading above, would be 
totally irrelevant to those of us 
who study the Bible. But, yet, 
when we think about what we 
have just learned in this article 
and compare it to what the Bible 
teaches, it becomes obvious that 
the prophets of old predicted 

that, in the last days, people 
would indeed be worshiping 
trees. Today, in our very own 
time, people continue to go into 
the woods each year to cut trees. 
They cut a pine tree out of the 
forest; they bring it into their 
homes, and they decorate it 
with gold and silver (literally, in 
some cases). These trees are set 
up to represent the birthday of 
the new son, which most people 
believe occurred on December 
25th. (Do you know when the 
Savior was actually born? You 
may receive a free article on this 
subject, called The Birth of the 
Messiah, by simply writing to 
the Home Offices of the Assem-
blies of Yahweh and requesting 
it.) But nowhere within the 
pages of your Bible do you 
find any commandment to 
bring a Chr-stmas tree into 
your house, to decorate it, or 
to revere it. And the Chr-stmas 
trees are indeed revered! You 
may have already heard the 
song that is so popular at the 
holiday season, “O Tannenbaum, 
O Tannenbaum, How Lovely Are 
Thy Branches.” Here you find 
reverence, praise, and adoration 
of a tree. Incidentally, in Hebrew 
the word tannen indicates the 
dragon or a jackal. (See #8577 in 
the Hebrew Dictionary of the 
Strong’s Concordance.) The 
dragon, then, is representative 
of Satan the devil (Revelation 
12:9). Could the people actually 
be singing praise to a “Satan 
tree”? They do many strange 
things at this time of year, in-
cluding dressing someone up in 
a red suit and calling him Santa 
Claus or Saint Nick. (Note that 
in the dictionary, “Nick” is an-
other name for Satan.)

Not only are Chr-stmas trees 
the object of worship in nominal 
Ch-rchianity, however, but if we 
consider closely, we will remem-

ber that many Chr-stians today 
worship the cross. The instru-
ment on which our Savior died is 
revered; it is placed in prominent 
positions in the sanctuaries. 
Many people carry a replica of 
the cross around with them, or 
hang it around their necks on a 
chain. Hymns are sung in honor 
of this cross. Do you know what 
the meaning of the cross actually 
is? (You may receive a free article 
on this subject also, by writing 
to us here at the Home Offices 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh at 
Bethel, Pennsylvania, and re-
questing a copy of The Death 
of the Messiah, Was it on a 
Cross or a Tree?)

Going back into history, we 
can discover that many pagan 
peoples revered and worshiped 
the cross. The cross was the 
symbol of the female in phallic 
worship from antiquity. Actu-
ally, Yahshua the Messiah was 
not put to death on a cross, but 
on a stake. Additionally, we 
must remember that there is no 
commandment to worship the 
instrument on which our beloved 
Savior, Yahshua the Messiah, 
was executed! The Savior was 
not put to death upon a cross, 
but upon a stake or post, and, 
as a consequence, there should 
be no reason whatsoever for us 
to make any representation of 
this death symbol. Our Heav-
enly Father Yahweh commands 
us not to worship the material 
creation, to avoid setting up re-
ligious representations of wood 
and stone, but to worship Him 
in Spirit and in Truth.

Reject Pagan Practices
As we have seen from this brief 

study into tree worship in the 
ancient Middle East, the rem-
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

With an unreasoned naivete, 
uncharacteristic of modern sci-
entific practices, the average 
person celebrates the Chr-stmas 
holiday every year. Somehow, 
people get caught up in the 
“Chr-stmas Spirit.” With wild 
abandon, many people engage 
in Chr-stmas parties, drinking 
alcoholic beverages (spirits in 
the bottle). Throwing caution 
to the winds, they splurge on 
expensive presents for family 
and friends.

When those who are enlight-
ened attempt to warn those 
who keep Chr-stmas that they 
are practicing ancient pagan 
traditions, their information is 
usually spurned by the revelers.

This article will elucidate the 
origins of the noxious customs 
that have attached themselves 

to the Chr-stmas celebration. 
We will show very clearly that 
the Messiah was not born on 
December 25th (commonly called 
Chr-stmas). We shall present to 
you the biblical view of keeping 
birthdays. We shall show how 
all of the worldly holidays are 
inter-related and are not scrip-
tural in origin.

Amazing Revelation 
Published

Recently, a popular religious 
magazine published an ar-
ticle on Chr-stmas that took a 
most bizarre twist. Sometimes, 
published material is quite 
astonishing as it proves the 
Sacred Scriptures. The author 
came across this very convinc-
ing information on the keeping 
of Chr-stmas published in a 

conservative, evangelical publi-
cation. The article was written 
by a United Methodist minister 
we had previously met. Let me 
tell you “the rest of the story.”

In 1973, a man visited the 
home offices of the Assemblies 
of Yahweh, here at Bethel, Penn-
sylvania. I invited him into my 
office, and we discussed various 
aspects and doctrines of different 
Chr-stian religions. He had not 
known about the Assemblies of 
Yahweh until he drove from Chi-
cago to New York City to attend 
a meeting and passed our head-
quarters location on Interstate 78 
east of Bethel, Pennsylvania. On 
his way home, traveling west on 
Interstate 78, between Allentown 
and Harrisburg, he noticed our 
sign again and decided to stop 
by for a visit.

It just so happened that this 
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man, Gordon Melton, a United 
Methodist minister, was the 
Director of the Institute for the 
Study of American Religion in 
Evanston, Illinois. He informed 
me that the organization he 
represented was trying to locate 
various groups of people who 
were worshiping together and 
publishing literature, yet consid-
ering themselves to be a separate 
group within the framework of 
those who believe the Bible. He 
is a very enlightened man (an 
interesting conversationalist), 
and we engaged in a candid 
discussion on various doctrines 
and religions.

What a surprise, then, to en-
counter his article on witchcraft 
in the October 21, 1983 issue of 

Christianity Today! The author 
was very much surprised to learn 
that Christianity Today maga-
zine, a publication that espouses 
a rather conservative, evangelical 
Chr-stian viewpoint, would allow 
some of these candid facts to be 
published in their magazine. 
Once again, this proves that theo-
logians of nominal ch-rchianity 
know much more of the Truth of 
the Sacred Scriptures than they 
are revealing to the public. A 
previous editor of Christianity 
Today, Dr. Harold Lindsell, once 
made the shocking statement 
that he would advocate keeping 
the scriptural seventh-day Sab-
bath as a point of compromise to 
unite the groups of Chr-stianity.

In Dr. Melton’s article, next to 
a picture portraying Chr-stmas 
decorations and candles, the fol-
lowing caption appeared: “Yule, 
or Winter Solstice, is a Wiccan 
holiday that celebrates light, 
peace, and the birth of the sun. 
The early church fathers moved 
the celebration of J‑sus’ birth to 
this time in an effort to Chris‑
tianize the widely celebrated 
pagan holiday. Most Christmas 
symbols and traditions originated 
in the pre‑Christian, pagan Yule 
celebration‑wreaths, star, candles, 
lights, holly, mistletoe, caroling, 
evergreen boughs and trees, gift‑
giving, and the colors, red, green, 
and white. The 1982 Wiccan 
Community Yule ceremony shows 
some of these symbols on the 
altar.” Then, the picture shows 
a decorated altar in the form of 
a round disk covered with what 
could conceivably be Chr-stmas 
decorations in the average, mod-
ern, Chr-stian Ch-rch.

Just in case you are unfamil-
iar with the term “wiccan,” it is 
derived from the term wicca, a 
religion of witchcraft founded by 
Gerald Gardner (1884-1964). He 
was a British civil servant, who 
spent much of his life in southern 
Asia. Gardner wrote an extensive 
article on the “kris” (sounds like 
Chr-st?), the magical knife of 
the Malaysians. Furthermore, 
he wrote a book in 1954 entitled 
Witchcraft Today, a volume that 
serves as the guideline for witch-
craft religion. Witches worship the 
pagan g-ddess called the great 
mother Diana, who is similar in 
character to the eastern Astarte. 
The more than 30,000 modern 
witches also worship Isis, Cybele, 
and Hecate.

A very enlightening paragraph 
in Dr. Melton’s article reads as 
follows:

“The witches’ attunement to na‑
ture also finds expression in their 

worship, focused upon the sun, 
moon, and the agriculture cycle. 
Pagan (a term meaning literally 
of the land) worship finds its 
focus in eight festival days called 
‘sabbats.’ Four of the sabbats 
mark the extreme movements of 
the sun‑the summer and winter 
solstices and the spring and fall 
equinoxes. Four others mark the 
agricultural season from Oimete 
(February 2) to Beltane (May Eve) 
to Lammas (August 1) to Sam‑
hain (October 31). Witches also 
gather bi‑weekly at the new and 
full moon for Esbats, at which 
the g‑ddess [Diana] is invoked 
and magic performed.”

Consequently, the holidays 
Chr-stianity most avidly cel-
ebrates are virtually the same 
days of paganism celebrated by 
the witches’ community! These 
modern-day witches term their 
religious practices “the old re-
ligion.”

Dr. Melton concludes that 
these pagans have re-entered the 
enchanted forest in which trees 
and animals are their brothers 
and sisters. Such a regression 
in religious practice includes a 
return to myth and magic. “Magic 
is a religion for strong people 
who wish to grow stronger,” says 
Dr. Melton.

Many of those who have joined 
the witchcraft cult are females. 
The modern-day pagans are 
comprised of 60 percent female 
members who wanted to have a 
non-sexist religion.

It was with an overwhelming 
sense of revulsion that the author 
read through this enlightening 
material. Why should it be that 
Chr-stianity celebrates days 
which Chr-stian ministers know 
were obviously derived from pa-
ganism? Halloween (October 31), 
that the witches call Samhain; 
Beltane (the day of Baal); May 
Day eve; the Winter Solstice at 

Why not begin 
to look seriously 
at the Chr-stmas 

customs and 
learn where they 

originated? 
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Chr-stmas; and the midsum-
mer’s night eve (June 21) are 
celebrated by the witches. All of 
these days are, to some extent, 
similarly celebrated by nominal 
Chr-stianity. Wicca believes that 
they are the old religion. For 
some reason, Chr-stianity has 
followed the practices of these 
witches. This article, written 
by a Chr-stian minister, clearly 
proves that Ch-rchianity observes 
admittedly pagan days derived 
from ancient mythology.

We hope you are just as 
 astonished and horrified with 
this information as we have been. 
Why not begin to look seriously 
at the Chr-stmas customs and 
learn where they originated? 
Then, do as the members of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh have done: 
completely  reject these corrupt 
religious  customs and spurn 
the false teaching of the world 
that calls December 25th a holy 
day, because in ancient times 
it comprised a main feature of 
paganism.

Yahshua’s Birth Could 
Not Be December 25

December 25 is wintertime in 
Israel, just as it is in America. 
Although various places in Israel 
have a subtropical climate, the 

Judean Ridge, where Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem are located, is ap-
proximately 2,000 feet above sea 
level. This means that snow falls 
in Jerusalem, and the stormy 
weather can become quite severe.

When the author and his wife 
were studying Holy Land Geog-
raphy and Archaeology at the 
university in Jerusalem (January 
1983), we were amazed when a 
heavy snow blanketed the Holy 
City the first weekend we were 
there. A picture which will ap-
pear in this article was taken by 
the author at that time. Then, 
just 2 1/2 weeks later, another 
similarly heavy snowfall oc-
curred.

Luke 2 describes shepherds 
abiding in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flocks by night. 
False Chr-stian tradition says 
that the flocks were grazing in 
the fields at the end of December. 
However, this assertion is totally 
untrue.

Every evening when we were 
in Israel, it was interesting to 
watch the flocks come home from 
pasture. The shepherds were 
garbed in heavy robes and blan-
kets so they could keep warm as 
sundown approached. The sheep 
were always brought into the folds 
in late afternoon. In the Judean 

Desert to the east of Jerusalem, 
the Bedouin shepherds even used 
tents to provide shelter for their 
flocks by night, just as the patri-
archs must have done. Then, the 
shepherds took shelter in their 
tents nearby. Consequently, the 
shepherds who were abiding in 
the fields, keeping watch over 
their flocks by night, had to do so 
at a time other than during the 
Winter Solstice. Sitting around 
on the ground in a snowstorm 
at night, watching sheep, makes 
for great physical discomfort for 
both man and beast!

The following is a quote from 
The Two Babylons, written by 
Alexander Hislop, chapter 3, ar-
ticle “Festivals.” “At the time that 
the angel announced His birth 
to the shepherds of Bethlehem, 
they were feeding their flocks by 
night in the open field. Now, no 
doubt, the climate of Palestine 
is not so severe as the climate of 
this country [England], but even 
there, though the heat of the day 
may be considerable, the cold of 
the night, from December to Feb‑
ruary, is very piercing, and it is 
not the custom for the shepherds 
of Judea to watch their flocks in 
the open fields later than the end 
of October.”

Yahshua the Messiah was not 
born on December 25. He was 
born during the biblical Feast 
of Tabernacles. Let us allow the 
Scriptures to prove this to us. 
“And the Word became flesh, 
and tabernacled among us 
(and we beheld his glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from 
the Father), full of grace and 
truth,” John 1:14. Yahshua the 
Messiah came to tabernacle with 
the human race. He took upon 
Himself the nature of the chil-
dren of Adam, having laid aside 
His glory, Philippians 2:5-6. By 
tracing down the chronology of 
Luke chapter 1, we are clearly 

Mrs. Meyer (January 1983) 
in Jerusalem during a heavy

 snow storm.
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informed that the course of 
AbiYah (which determines the 
conception of John the Baptist) 
would point ultimately to the 
birth of Yahshua the Messiah on 
the first Holy Day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, held in early 
October.

Chr-stmas Trees
Chr-stmas trees are most 

popular with modern Chr-stians. 
Every home today seemingly 
must have a Chr-stmas tree. 
Many towns set up community 
Chr-stmas trees. Even a na-
tional Chr-stmas tree is erected 
in Washington, D.C., and the 
President of the United States, 
each year, gives a speech at its 
lighting.

Most people join in these fes-
tivities and traditional practices 
without a second thought as to 
their pagan origin. Perhaps we 
should ask ourselves why so 
many people with no religious 
inclination set up Chr-stmas 
trees and observe Chr-stmas. 
It has even been known that 
Jews will set up a Hanukkah 
bush (Jewish term for Chr-stmas 
tree).

What significance do we attach 
to a Chr-stmas tree? Why do the 

people of our time spend a great 
deal of money to set up trees?

You will remember from the 
reference to witchcraft that the 
modern-day witches have again 
regressed and entered the en-
chanted forest where the trees 
are their brothers and sisters. 
Trees represent long life, sta-
bility, strength, and power. The 
evergreen tree represents eternal 
life. That eternal life is expressed 
in the renewal of the solar cycle 
at the Winter Solstice each year.

Strange as it may seem, you 
can carefully scrutinize the New 
Testament account of the Mes-
siah, word-by-word, and you will 
never find an evergreen tree 
connected to His birth (or life 
either, for that matter). Mention 
of trees is found in the Bible, 
but tree worship is forcefully 
condemned. Let us carefully look 
at a passage of Scripture that 
clearly prohibits the setting up 
of a Chr-stmas tree.

“Hear the word which 
Yahweh speaks to you, O 
house of Israel: Thus says 
Yahweh, Learn not the way 
of the [heathen] nations, and 
be not dismayed at the signs 
of heaven; for the [heathen] 
nations are dismayed at 
them. For the customs of the 

peoples are vanity; for one 
cuts a tree out of the forest, 
the work of the hands of the 
workman with the axe. They 
deck it with silver and with 
gold; they fasten it with nails 
and with hammers, that it 
moves not. They are like a 
palm tree, of turned work, 
and speak not: they must 
necessarily be borne, because 
they cannot go. Be not afraid 
of them; for they cannot do 
evil, neither is it in them to 
do good,” Jeremiah 10:1-5.

Almighty Yahweh sternly 
warns the True Worshipers, 
through the prophet Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 10:2), that we shall not 
learn the ways of the heathen. 
We shall not be dismayed by the 
signs of heaven. We must zeal-
ously avoid paganism at every 
turn in our religious practices.

How clear a description of a 
modern Chr-stmas tree Jeremiah 
presents! Someone takes an axe 
into the forest and chops down 
an evergreen tree. He brings it 
home and, with nails and a ham-
mer (or with the modern-day iron 
stand and wood screws), the tree 
is given a prominent position in 
the home. Various members of 
the family will work diligently 
to decorate it with tinsel and 

The shepherds who were abiding in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flocks by night, had to do 
so at a time other than during the Winter Solstice. 
Sitting around on the ground in a snowstorm at 
night, watching sheep, makes for great physical 
discomfort for both man and beast!
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make it glamorous, but it is not 
a scriptural practice at all. In 
ch-rches, the tree is frequently 
set up and decorated with literal 
gold and silver (money), which 
is then used on some benevolent 
project. But will a wrong produce 
a right in Yahweh’s eyes?

If you can prove it is unscrip-
tural, then why spend the money 
to buy an expensive Chr-stmas 
tree and even more money to 
decorate it lavishly as some do? 
Why not just eliminate it from 
your home and not set up a 
Chr-stmas tree at all, a practice 
that is an obvious abomination 
in the sight of Almighty Yahweh, 
our Heavenly Father?

Chr-stmas trees actually trace 
to ancient Nimrod. Nimrod, de-
scribed in Genesis 10:8-12, was 
a very wicked man. He was the 
great-grandson of Noah. Shem, 
his great-uncle, is  traditionally 
regarded to have ordered his 
execution for apostasy. After his 
death, Nimrod’s wife, Semiramis, 
conceived and gave birth to a 
child. This child was represented 
to the world as Nimrod rein-
carnated. The child was called 
Tammuz. Therefore, with Nim-
rod dead, the mother and child 
combination was worshiped by 
ancient, superstitious, heathen 
people. This pagan mother-child 
veneration has come down to 
our day in the song “Silent 
Night” and in the veneration of 
the “holy virgin” and her son. 
But such practices were associ-
ated with Isis in Egypt and the 
other prominent g-ddesses of the 
Middle East.

The death of Nimrod is de-
picted by paganism as a dead 
tree stump. An iron hoop bound 
the dead tree stump, and, in 
some depictions, the snake that 
represented Aesculapius en-
circled it. Out of the roots of the 
dead tree stump emerges a new 

little tree. Sometimes Tammuz 
is represented as a palm tree or 
an evergreen.

The yule log traces to the death 
of Nimrod. In ancient pagan tree 
worship a special log was tradi-
tional at the Winter Solstice. A 
log was dragged into the house 
and set ablaze on Chr-stmas eve, 
December 24. The yule log, then, 
represents the Winter Solstice. 
A dead tree is burned to light a 
dark time of year, while a young 
tree is decorated to represent 
the reincarnation of the new son 
(sun). Yule in Chaldean means 
child (the Hebrew is yalad). Some 
etymologists say yule means 
wheel and that the burning of 
the log represented the re-birth 
of the wheel-shaped sun. The 
ancient Druids had a religious 
ceremony for lighting the yule 
log. The charred remains of the 
previous year’s log were used 

to light the new fire, and this 
symbolized perpetual fire (or an 
eternal flame). The British people 
assimilated the practice of the 
yule log. It has been said that 
Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s 
consort, brought the Chr-stmas 
tree from Germany to England, 
and, from thence, it came to 
America where it has taken root 
in seemingly fertile pagan soil, 
because almost everyone now 
sets up a Chr-stmas tree at this 
time of year.

With each passing year, it 
seems that the wreath is gain-
ing more popularity. During the 
winter holiday season, these 
round wreaths, made of ever-
green branches, grace the doors 
of most houses.

The round wreath relates 
to the round-shaped sun. The 
evergreen (which was used in 
religious ceremonies of pagan 

The round 
Chr-stmas wreaths 

stand for an eternal, 
never-dying, or 

annually self-renewing 
sun. The pagans 
correlated sun 

with son.
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mythology) represents eternal 
life, a never-dying existence. Con-
sequently, the round Chr-stmas 
wreaths stand for an eternal, 
never-dying, or annually self-
renewing sun. The pagans 
correlated sun with son.

Holly and Mistletoe
Kissing under a suspended 

sprig of mistletoe is one of the 
most popular practices of the 
Chr-stmas season. To catch a 
girl under the mistletoe is a high 
point of the modern yuletide 
celebration.

The practice of bringing 
mistletoe into the house at 
Chr-stmas was taken from the 
Druids. Mistletoe was regarded 
as a branch that dropped from 
heaven and grew upon a tree on 
the earth. The obvious symbolism 
was that of Nimrod, who was 
reincarnated as little Tammuz, 
mythology later applied to the 
Jewish Messiah. In pagan Eu-
rope, hanging a sprig of  mistletoe 
over the doorway represented a 
message of peace and goodwill 
to all who entered the house. 
To kiss under the mistletoe was 
interpreted as a sign of love and 
a promise of marriage. It was 
also thought to be an omen of 
happiness, fertility, and good 
fortune, or long life, when lov-
ers announced their impending 
marriage while standing under 
mistletoe.

Saturnalia
Anciently, the winter solstice 

was celebrated by the pagans. 
With dismay they would see 
the winter sun receding toward 
the south and the days growing 
shorter. Some striking terror of 
eternal darkness in the dim past 
had seized these pagan peoples, 
and they began to invoke their 
pagan solar mighty one to stop 
its journey away from them and 
return to them again. When the 
sun paused in its journey south 
and then, several days later, 
noticeably began rising earlier 
and setting later, a riotous feast 
of rejoicing was held. The sun 
was coming back to them. Spring 
would soon return and the earth 
would be warm again.

The Romans celebrated their 
Saturnalia. One of the names 
given to the Roman Saturnalia 
was Paganalia. Others called 
the celebration of the winter 
solstice the Bacchanalia, or the 
Brumalia.

The Saturnalian series of fes-
tivals during the winter, at the 
solstice, was quite popular in 
ancient Rome. It was observed for 
a duration of from five to seven 
days, beginning around Decem-
ber 17. This pagan festival was 
characterized by unrestrained 
festivity. It began with a religious 
ceremony to honor Saturn, a 
name which means abundance.

The celebrators of Saturnalia 
frequently took precautions to 
bathe before the festivities began 
in the morning, so they could 
spend the entire day eating and 
drinking—gorging themselves. 
Slaves were given liberty and 
were often served by their mas-
ters at this feast. (Currently 
the modern-day “wage slaves” 
also enjoy the same relief from 
labor. Wouldn’t any employer 
who didn’t give his employees 
a holiday on the winter solstice 
festival [Chr-stmas] be called 
Scrooge!?)

During the Saturnalia, public 
affairs were generally suspended. 
Courts were closed, as well as 
schools. Commercial, and all 
military, activity was suspended. 
Dancing, mass mummeries, stage 
players, and heavy drinking 
characterized the pagan festivals.

Some authoritative research 
volumes clearly inform the reader 
of the pagan sun worship obser-
vance that was held anciently at 
December 25. Let us consider 
one of them.

“The choice of December 25 was 
probably influenced by the fact 
that on this day, the Romans cel‑
ebrated the Mithraic feast of the 
sun‑g‑d (natalis solis invicti) and 
that the Saturnalia also came at 
this time.” (Article: “Chr-stmas,” 
Collier’s Encyclopedia).

“In Britain, the 25th of De‑
cember was a festival long before 
the conversion to Chr‑stianity, 
for Bede (de temp. rat. ch. 13) 
relates that the ‘ancient peoples 
of the Angli began the year on 
the 25th of December when we 
now celebrate the birthday of 
[the Messiah], and the very 
night which is now so holy to 
us, they called in their tongue 
“modranecht” (modra nicht), 
that is the mother night, by rea‑
son we suspect of the ceremony 
which in that nightlong vigil they 

During Saturnalia, the Romans offered 
oscillum, effigies of human heads, in 
place of real human heads.
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performed.” (Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, 11th Edition, Article: 
“Chr-stmas”). 

Let us never forget that vari-
ous historians can trace the 
Chr-stmas celebration no closer 
to this era of the Messiah than 
221 C.E., when the Roman his-
torian Julius Sextus Africanus 
set the Messiah’s birthday on 
December 25th.

The New Year  
Celebration

In our modern world, why is 
there an eight-day festival an-
nually from Chr-stmas to New 
Year? As we have already shown, 
December 25 is the Winter Sol-
stice. The old sun dies at that 
time, and a new sun is born. 
This abject paganism has been 
transplanted into the doctrines 
of the Bible where A NEW SON 
is born on December 25. The real 
meaning, however, is that a new 
sun is born.

One week after the Chr-stmas 
celebration, when the sun stands 
still and a new sun is born, the 
pagans were able to tell that 
the days were becoming longer. 
Therefore, they instituted the 
New Year in the middle of winter.

Almighty Yahweh, our Heav-
enly Father, has legislated in His 
Word that the new year shall 
be in the spring. “This month 
shall be to you the beginning 
of months: it shall be the first 
month of the year to you,” 
Exodus 12:2.

The month of green ears 
(Abib) shall serve as our new 
year. Almighty Yahweh has au-
thoritatively legislated it in His 
commandments.

Although not widely observed 
in America today, the Hog Manay 
festival is held on January 1st 
in Scotland today. What does it 
mean, or do people blindly fol-
low these observances without 

asking probing questions? Let 
us see this festival mentioned 
in the Sacred Scriptures.

“But you that forsake 
Yahweh, that forget my holy 
mountain, that prepare a 
table for Fortune, and that fill 
up mingled wine to Destiny,” 
Isaiah 65:11.

When you peruse the center-
column references for clarification 
of the terms in Isaiah 65:11, you 
will find that the word troop in 
Hebrew is GAWD. The word for 
number in Hebrew is mene. In 
Hebrew, the word for festival is 
chag.

The term hogmanay is a fes-
tival that takes its name from 
a Semitic source. In Hebrew, or 
Chaldean, it means the feast of the 
numberer. This Hebrew term has 
been corrupted into hogmanay 
(chag mene). New Year’s eve on 
January 1st is always celebrated 
by the world with alcoholic bever-
ages as a toast is offered to the 
new number of the year.

Santa Claus and 
His Reindeer

In the article on witchcraft, 
which was quoted earlier, did 
you notice the reference to Kris? 
Santa Claus is frequently called 
KRIS KRINGLE. This is an 
obvious throwback to ancient 
witchcraft and paganism. The 
name “Santa Claus” is supposed 
to be derived from Saint Nicho-
las; however, is Nicholas a saint? 
We are warned in Revelation 2:6 
to beware of the doctrines and 
works of the Nicolaitans. This 
term means the laity of Nike. 
Nike, in Greek mythology, was 
the winged victory, and the name 
Nike could form the basis of the 
word Nicholas. Nike was the 
evangelist of Zeus.

The modern tradition of Santa 
Claus and his eight tiny reindeer 
was popularized in a poem writ-

ten by Clement Clark Moore 
and illustrated by Thomas Nast. 
Then, popular yuletide music 
in the 20th century glamorized 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
(was he imbibing too much?) as 
a leader for Santa Claus’ team 
on a foggy night.

The myth of Santa Claus is a 
LIE. Parents should never lie to 
their children. By telling children 
prevarications as astronomical as 
the one about Santa Claus, many 
children become disillusioned 
about religion, and, eventually, 
some of them even cast aside 
the Faith of the sacred inspired 
Scriptures. We must beware not 
to offend a little child and cause 
them to reject the true Faith of 
the Bible, Matthew 18:6-7.

Chr-stmas Cookies
Anciently, cookies were baked 

by the pagans in honor of the 
queen of heaven. The article on 
witchcraft, to which we referred 
at the beginning, mentioned that 
the witches worshiped the great 
female mighty one. These were 

We must teach 
the keeping 

of the holy days 
of Leviticus 23 

and then 
observe them, 
because the 
ministry of 

Yahshua the 
Messiah 
revolved 

around those 
holy days.
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frequently represented as the 
queen of heaven.

Jeremiah 7:18 reads, “The 
children gather wood, and 
the fathers kindle the fire, 
and the women knead the 
dough, to make cakes to the 
queen of heaven, and to pour 
out drink-offerings to other 
elohim, that they may provoke 
me to anger.”

The queen of heaven was 
symbolic of Semiramis, Nimrod’s 
wife. The name Diana actually 
means the female Zeus, because 
one of the pronunciations of the 
name Zeus was Dis (deece). (See 
Strong’s Concordance, #2203.)

It was an ancient practice to 
bake “nur cakes” (birthcakes) 
and serve them during hogmene 
or hogmanay. (See Hislop’s Two 
Babylons, p. 94-5.)

Chr-stmas Dolls
Have you ever wondered why 

giving little girls dolls as gifts at 
Chr-stmas time is such a widely 
held practice? The Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 11th Edition, under 
the article “Saturnalia” gives a 
very astonishing interpretation. 
“These dolls were especially given 
to children, and the makers of 
them held a regular fair at this 
time. Varro thought these dolls 
represented original sacrifices of 
human beings to the infernal G‑d.”

Human sacrifices were once 
offered to Saturn. The Greeks 
and Romans gave the name 
Cronus and Saturn to the cruel 
Phoenician Baal. Baal was an ag-
ricultural mighty one, just as the 
modern-day witches, or pagans, 
worship. The pagans sacrificed 
their firstborn children to Baal 
in ancient Carthage.

How completely horrifying 
and repulsive is this thought! 
Modern-day society continues to 
perpetuate the memory of human 
sacrifices by giving Chr-stmas 

dolls to little girls at the Winter 
Solstice. Nowhere can we find 
that dolls were ever associated 
with the birth of Yahshua the 
Messiah; but, since a new life 
begins, memory of the human 
sacrifices at Chr-stmastime 
causes parents and children to 
cherish in their memories the 
belief that those humans who 
were sacrificed would be given 
eternal life immediately.

It’s Now Up to You
You have read this article 

and have seen the research we 
have done to inform you regard-
ing the heathen practices of the 
Chr-stmas celebration. Now, you 
must make your own decision.

If the Messiah was not born 
at Chr-stmas time, why celebrate 
His birthday at that time? 
Birthdays were never celebrated 
in biblical times. The three 
times birthdays are mentioned, 
violence and death took place 
(Genesis 40:20-22; Job 1:4-5, 
1.8-19; Matthew 14:6-12).

Why not return to the True 
Worship of the Bible? Obey 
Yahweh and keep His com-
mandments. We must teach 
the keeping of the holy days of 
Leviticus 23 and then observe 
them, because the ministry of 
Yahshua the Messiah revolved 
around those holy days.

Almighty Yahweh, through 
Yahshua the Messiah, in Rev-
elation 18:4, sternly warns us 
to come out of Babylon. “And 
I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, Come forth, 
my people, out of her, that you 
have no fellowship with her 
sins, and that you receive not 
of her plagues.” Will you obey 
our Father in heaven?

Since the customs and tradi-
tions attached to Chr-stmas are 
mainly built upon practices of 
ancient Babylon and the wor-

Continued from page 6.

nants of tree worship have come 
down to us all the way through 
history up to the modern times. 
People are worshiping trees at 
Chr-stmas-time. They worship 
trees when they adore the cross. 
Almighty Yahweh wishes us to 
evict all remnants of these an-
cient pagan practices from our 
lives, so that we may, in sincer-
ity and Truth, worship Him as 
obedient sons and daughters. His 
Word is pure and True. Let us 
read and study it, so that we may 
find the way to salvation.       

ship of Nimrod, we must follow 
what Almighty Yahweh and His 
Son, Yahshua the Messiah, have 
instructed us and no longer keep 
them.

How devious this worldly sys-
tem has become! Those who keep 
the commandments of Yahweh 
are ridiculed as being in error. 
Those who keep holidays proven 
to hark back to paganism are 
upheld as being in the Truth.

If you desire more information 
regarding scriptural Truth, we 
offer our services. Write today 
to the Assemblies of Yahweh, 
P.O. Box C, Bethel, PA 19507, or 
telephone us at (717) 933-4518. 
We will look for your letter. 
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Seven Reasons Why I Do Not 
Observe Christmas

It always happens around 
Xmas time! Neighbors and 
friends look askance at Jacob 
O. Meyer! They imagine that I 
am terribly cruel to my family, 
especially to my children. Per-
haps, out of the corners of their 
mouths, they mutter, “Oh, he 
doesn’t keep Chr‑stmas!” Some 
people may even believe that 
Jacob O. Meyer characterizes the 
modern version of the legendary 
Scrooge.

Nevertheless, do you know 
that my wife and family don’t 
mind such critical actions at 
all, and that we actually try to 
make a special effort to eliminate 
all vestiges of the Xmas holiday 
spirit from our environs? Would 
you also conclude that our ef-
forts are so terrible? You needn’t, 
because in this article we shall 
present, for your consideration, 
seven convincing reasons why 
neither I, my family, nor any 
of the members of the As-
semblies of Yahweh, observe 
Chr-stmas. We want you to 
perceive why we do not merely 
give lip service to this practice, 
but we zealously practice avoid-
ing any participation in these 
seasonal worldly traditions. 

Most of us were reared to 
keep this admittedly, transpar-
ently pagan holiday; therefore, 
we have indeed experienced the 
other side of the picture. If you 
have never personally studied 
the subject of keeping Chr-stmas, 
brace yourself for some surprises. 
The facts that I am about to lay 
before you are TRUE, and you 
can prove them for yourself if 
you are motivated to do so.

Reason Number One: 
No Scriptural Commandment

There is no scriptural com-
mandment anywhere in the 
Bible to keep Chr-stmas. Have 
you ever sat down to consider 
how many beliefs and practices 
in nominal ch-rchianity have 
absolutely no basis in any of 
the scriptural commandments, 
or teachings?

Most ch-rches like to pride 
themselves as being totally Bible-
based in doctrine and practice. 
Nevertheless, when you bring the 
majority of their doctrines into 
the light of close Bible scrutiny, 
no valid basis exists for believing 
or practicing them. Ch-rchianity 

has founded its beliefs upon 
philosophical theology, for the 
most part, and cannot prove (or 
even prooftext) many of these 
doctrines with even one conclu-
sive Scripture.

But, then, if you bring forth a 
specific commandment directly 
from the inspired Scriptures, 
which demands that we do a 
certain thing, such as keeping 
the scriptural seventh-day Sab-
bath, ch-rchianity customarily 
thrusts it aside by informing 
the interrogator that the Law 
was done away when the Savior 
died! However, for eternal Laws, 
such as the scriptural prohibi-
tions against theft, murder, 
and adultery, it is asserted that 
those are fine Laws and that the 
Messiah reinstated them after 
His death. Such reasoning is 
seriously flawed and obviously 
based upon supposition, while, 
furthermore, no Scripture is set 
forth to support these assertions.

There is no scriptural com-
mandment anywhere in the 
Bible commanding anyone to 
keep Chr-stmas, so why keep it? 
Certainly, fighting the holiday 
shopping crowds, feeling ill after 
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an intemperate office party, and 
spending huge sums on gifts for 
people you hardly know, could 
not reasonably be termed “joy 
to the world,” could it?

Reason Number Two: 
A Tradition of Men

Chr-stmas is a commandment 
of men. If we can find no com-
mandment to keep Chr-stmas 
in the entire Bible, then we 
must conclude that it is indeed 
a commandment of men. His-
tory proves that it is a worldly 
traditional observance. If our 
Heavenly Father did not com-
mand its observance, then it 
must be a commandment of men; 
it couldn’t have come from any 
other source!

Yahshua the Messiah quoted 
from the prophet Isaiah in 
Matthew 15:8-9 when He said. 
“This people honors me with 
their lips; but their heart is 
far from me. But in vain they 
worship me, Teaching as their 
doctrines the precepts of men.” 
Since the Chr-stmas observance 
is a commandment of men and 
not scripturally based, we must 
forthrightly reject it. Even the 
name, Chr-stmas, is never 
found in the Scriptures. The 
term means “CHR-ST MASS,” 
and comes from Catholicism. Our 
worship must be Bible-based in 
its ENTIRETY to be of sound 
spiritual value.

Reason Number Three: 
Yahshua Wasn’t Born 

on December 25

Yahshua the Messiah was not 
born on Chr-stmas Day—Decem-
ber 25. If you have never proved 
this fact to yourself, why not 
take a concordance and prove to 
yourself right now that none of 
these terms is used in the Bible? 
The winter solstice, which falls 

near the date of December 25, 
was observed by  pagans as the 
day of Natalis Sol Invictus, the 
birthday of the unconquerable 
sun, literally for centuries before 
the Messiah of  Israel was born.

Yahshua the Messiah actually 
was born during the Feast of 
Tabernacles. We can determine 
this from the record of various in-
cidents surrounding the Savior’s 
birth. (Write in for our free article 
on the Messiah’s birth.) Almighty 
Yahweh did not intend that the 
human  family should celebrate 
His Son Yahshua’s birthday. If He 
had, a clear record of the date of 
Yahshua’s birth would have been 
preserved in the Scriptures, and 
a direct commandment to observe 
it would have been inscribed in 
the Law. However, there is a no-
table absence of such important 
data and of a command to keep 
it. (However, from the  Sacred 
Scriptures we may extrapolate 
factual points that lead us to 
the conclusion that the Messiah 
was born during the Feast of 
Tabernacles.)

There is, however, a command-
ment to celebrate the death of 
the Messiah on the day He died 
(which was Passover day), but 
very few people actually do this 
today.

Did you know that in the three 
instances when a celebration of 
a birthday is mentioned in the 
Sacred Scriptures a violent death 
occurred? You can prove this 
from the Scriptures, if you care 
to do so. This constitutes just 
another reason for not observ-
ing the birthday of the Messiah, 
especially not on December 25, 
the day once observed by the 
pagans as the most important 
annual festival of sun worship. 
(As a matter of fact, one of the 
names it was originally called 
was Paganalia.) The Israelites 
did not celebrate birthdays, and 
there is no record that the True 
Worshipers of the Apostolic As-

sembly ever did. Nor is there 
any record that the Apostolic 
Assembly observed Chr-stmas.

Reason Number Four: 
The Apostles Ignored It

The Apostles never observed 
Chr-stmas. You would have to 
believe that, if the Savior’s birth-
day, or Chr-stmas Day, was as 
important as the world makes 
it today, the Apostolic Assembly 
record in the book of Acts and 
in at least one of the letters of 
the Apostles to the young As-
semblies, the authors would have 
mentioned such an observance. 
Nothing but silence emanates 
from the  Sacred Scriptures con-
cerning this popular holiday. In 
fact, history records that it was 
not widely celebrated before the 
4th century and, then, merely as 
a concession to various pagan 
elements who had entered the 
Messianic worship while remain-
ing in an unconverted state. 
Since we are told to contend 
earnestly for the Faith which 
was once and for all time given 
to the saints, or holy ones, (Judah 
[Jude] 3), we should firmly op-
pose this observance because it 
is a post-scriptural innovation 
which is totally unscriptural.

Reason Number Five: 
Jeremiah the Prophet Testifies 

Against Its Traditions

Most of the customs associated 
with this holiday are pagan in 
 origin. Almighty Yahweh com-
mands the True Worshipers, 
“Thus says Yahweh, Learn not 
the way of the nations, and 
be not dismayed at the signs 
of heaven; for the nations are 
dismayed at them. For the cus-
toms of the peoples are vanity; 
for one cuts a tree out of the 
forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman with the axe. 
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They deck it with silver and 
with gold; they fasten it with 
nails and with hammers, that 
it moves not.” Jeremiah 10:2-4.

What does that description 
bring to your mind? Does it not 
accurately portray the contem-
porary Chr-stmas tree? They 
are decked with gold and silver 
(tinsel). Many ch-rches even set 
up a tree in their sanctuaries, 
whereupon the members are 
instructed to decorate it with 
currency and jewelry—a literal 
decoration of gold and silver. 
(How about that?) The customs 
of the people are vain (worth-
less), because no true reverence 
of Almighty Yahweh, the Creator 
and Sustainer of the universe, is 
expressed in these ceremonies 
and traditions.

Many of the customs of  
Chr-stmas are proven histori-
cally to be derived from the 
worship of the ancient Baby-
lonian monarch, Nimrod, and 
his mother-wife, Semiramis, (or 
variations therefrom). Further-
more, it is reminiscent of the 
Roman Saturnalia, Paganalia, 
Bacchanalia, and Brumalia, 
which were pagan, drunken or-
gies. They were festivals that 
were devoted to the worship of 
pagan idols, so why should such 
unscriptural celebrations be 
sanctified and attached to True 
Worship?

The Apostles strongly warned 
the Messianic believers to elimi-
nate all vestiges of paganism 
from their worship. We can 
hardly stand justified before the 
throne of Almighty Yahweh if we 
continue to engage in practices 
that clearly offend Him.

Reason Number Six: 
Apostasy Condemned 

by the Bible

The Scriptures forbid engaging 
in pagan practices. “However 

at that time, not knowing 
Yahweh, you were in bondage 
to them that by nature are 
no elohim: but now that you 
have come to know Yahweh, 
or rather to be known by 
Yahweh, how turn you back 
again to the weak and beg-
garly rudiments, to which 
you desire to be in bondage 
over again? You observe days, 
and months, and seasons, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest 
by any means I have bestowed 
labor upon you in vain. I be-
seech you, brethren, become 
as I, for I also have become 
as you. You did me no wrong.” 
(Galatians 4:8-12).

This passage is usually mis-
interpreted to teach that the 
holy days of Leviticus 23 are 
annulled (done away), which it 
doesn’t do at all! The days that 
were observed by the Galatian 
brethren BEFORE they knew 
Yahweh (or came to be known 
of Yahweh) were not the feast 
days which the Almighty has 
legislated in His Word. How can 
someone who has been begot-
ten by the Holy Spirit and has 
become a worshiper of the only 
True Mighty One of the universe, 
celebrate a day which was origi-
nally set aside to honor a  pagan 
idol? Only Yahweh can sanctify a 
day as holy to His worship—man 
cannot do so!

The days and months and 
times and years, therefore, are 
PAGAN DAYS which were ob-
served in honor of the mighty 
ones worshiped by the people 
of the heathen  nations. You 
will find this worship forthright-
ly forbidden in Deuteronomy 
18:9-14 and Deuteronomy 7:1-5. 
The truth of the matter is that 
the so-called “gentiles” were 
instructed in Acts 15 to abstain 
from meats offered to idols. 
Conversely, members of nominal 
ch-rchianity, although they give 
lip service to the instructions 

found in this chapter, are not 
faithfully obedient. Today, the 
entirety of nominal Chr-stianity, 
with pious reverence, keeps holy 
a day that was once devoted to 
the worship of a pagan idol! 
How paradoxical!

Reason Number Seven: 
No Time for Paganism

If I keep the feast days of 
Yahweh which are legislated 
in Leviticus chapter 23, I will 
not have time to keep holy any 
other days which are kept by the 
world. If I keep all of the feasts 
of Yahweh, there will be no time 
available to become involved in 
keeping days which were made 
holy merely by the command-
ment of men. We are informed 
in the Sacred Scriptures that 
the Apostles kept Yahweh’s 
feast days. Even the founder 
of our Faith, Yahshua the Mes-
siah, kept the feasts of Yahweh 
which are clearly outlined for us 
in Leviticus 23. Should we not 
take Him as our example? The 
Apostle Peter has urged us to do 
exactly that, in his first epistle, 
chapter 2, verse 21.

No, it doesn’t bother my family, 
or the author, when people con-
clude that we are peculiar! That 
is what the people of Yahweh are 
predicted to be, strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth, a peculiar 
people (1 Peter 2:9-10). If we 
would be humble servants of Al-
mighty Yahweh, we must be able 
to turn our backs on the world 
with all of its unscriptural prac-
tices and observances. We must 
determine either to be a child 
of Yahweh, all the way without 
reservation, or a citizen of this 
worldly system. There can be no 
compromise, no middle ground, 
or combining Truth with error. 
We must go all the way with 
obedience to Yahweh’s Word. 

Continued on page 21.
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QUESTIONS TO BETHEL

Q.
A.

Why are members of the Assemblies of Yahweh mem-
bers so selective concerning what they eat? —Maryland

When the typical patron enters a 
restaurant to enjoy an evening meal, 
he is confronted by a wide array of 
choices for his dinner. Often he will 
select the “house specialty,” which 

is usually a delicacy in the country in which he is 
dining. Different cultures have come to specialize 
in certain types of foods and methods of cooking. 
Thus, a Chinese meal is quite distinct from what 
is served in a French or Italian restaurant. Some 
nationalities are noted for their shellfish—like 
oysters, clams, shrimp, and lobsters; others are 
famous for their beef, mutton, or pork dishes. We 
have all heard of the “fashion” or “fad” foods that 
come and go—as chocolate-covered ants were once 
famous in Europe! Often, the more exotic and “far 
out” foods are the more expensive and sought after 
by the wealthier diners. Today, it seems that people 
will eat just about anything. In fact, some people 
look upon eating as an adventure to tickle their 
palates with new taste experiences. Their only 
goal is to satisfy themselves.

 The True Worshiper, however, must be far more 
discriminating in what he chooses to eat. Did you 
know that our Heavenly Father has provided us 
with a “menu” of what we should, and should 
not, take into our bodies? You may read of this in 
Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. The Scriptures 
teach that Yahweh is holy (set apart or separate) 
and that we, who are called His people, should 
also be holy. He has called us with a holy calling 
(2 Timothy 1:9) and has said, “Depart, depart, go 
you out from there, touch no unclean thing; 
go out of the middle of her; cleanse yourselves, 
you that bear the vessels of Yahweh.” (Isaiah 
52:11).

 Such passages tell us quite clearly that the True 
Worshiper is to separate himself from things that 
are displeasing to our Heavenly Father. Yahweh 
has created us to be a temple of His Holy Spirit. 
We should follow His directions, because we wish 
for the Holy Spirit to remain in us. The Holy Spirit 
will only live in a clean vessel.

 In answering your question, we will review the 
laws pertaining to what we may eat and show 
from the Scriptures that these laws are indeed 
binding on us today.

 First, let us reiterate that the dietary laws of 

our Heavenly Father were given to us for our own 
good. Yahweh had revealed them to us through His 
Scriptures, because He loved us and desired us to 
have a full, healthy life. He admonishes us to avoid 
contact with animals that He has proclaimed to be 
unclean; we are not even to touch their carcasses, 
much less take them into our bodies as food (Deu-
teronomy 14:8). These instructions were given to 
us out of Yahweh’s great love. We, in turn, should 
express our love for Yahweh by humbly following 
them with all our determination. Again, we must 
remember, that Yahweh’s Laws are meant to guide 
and enlighten the True Worshiper on the pathway 
to eternal life. We should by no means lightly 
brush them aside.

 Yet, this is exactly what most people do today! 
Ministers eagerly proclaim that the law is no longer 
binding. This provides exactly the excuse for their 
congregations to shun the dietary laws. The result 
is that, today, many people suffer physically from 
ailments and poor health in general, because they 
do not eat properly.

 Let us look first at Leviticus 11. Beginning in 
verse 2, Yahweh explains what is acceptable and fit 
for human consumption: “Speak to the children 
of Israel, saying, These are the living things 
which you may eat among all the beasts that 
are on the earth. Whatever has a split hoof 
completely divided, and chews the cud, among 
the beasts, that may you eat.”

 Deuteronomy 14:6 contains a similar statement. 
In the previous two verses, Moses listed a number 
of beasts which meet Yahweh’s criteria, and, thus, 
are suitable for our consumption: “the ox, the 
sheep, and the goat, the hart, and the gazelle, 
and the roebuck, and the wild goat, and the 
pygarg, and the antelope, and the chamois.” 
These animals, when properly prepared (see Le-
viticus 3:17, 17:10-16), are acceptable for food.

 Almighty Yahweh has legislated that we can use 
cattle, sheep, and goats for human food consump-
tion, and we find that they have a much lower 
incidence of debilitating diseases communicable 
to humans. They are ruminating animals, mean-
ing that they chew their cud. A ruminant is an 
animal whose stomach comprises more than one 
compartment. The food that a ruminant ingests 
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passes from one compartment to another and is 
thoroughly digested before it is transferred into 
the intestines where nutrients are absorbed as 
nourishment into the bloodstream. The impurities 
are eliminated much more readily in this process 
than they would be in a shorter process, such as 
is the case with the animals Almighty Yahweh has 
prohibited mankind to use for food.

 Additionally, the ruminant animals are not 
carnivorous (meat eating) and predatory (preying 
on other animals). Ruminants are vegetarians by 
nature, and they consume food of the plant realm 
and do not concentrate meat-carried diseases as 
do carnivorous or predatory creatures, if fed natu-
rally. Consequently, the beginning of the cycle that 
ends in meat production by a ruminating animal 
is one in which a much superior grade of food is 
manufactured into nourishment for man. We must 
conclude that man of himself (and specifically Moses 
who transmitted this great law to Israel) could 
not have learned these facts by observation alone 
if Almighty Yahweh had not personally revealed 
this information to him.

 These invaluable instructions contained in 
Leviticus obviously rule out many animals that 
are commonly eaten by many people. Swine, rab-
bits, squirrels, horses, etc., fail to meet Yahweh’s 
clean-food criteria. Thus, they must scrupulously 
be avoided by the True Worshiper.

 Beginning in verse 9 of Leviticus 11, we are 
given instructions on types of seafood that are ac-
ceptable and unacceptable. Again, the directions 
are crystal clear.

 “These may you eat of all that are in the 
waters: whatever has fins and scales in the 
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that 
you may eat. And all that have not fins and 
scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all 
that move in the waters, and of all the liv-
ing creatures that are in the waters, they are 
an abomination to you, and they shall be an 
abomination to you; you shall not eat of their 
flesh, and their carcasses you shall have in 
abomination. Whatever has no fins nor scales 
in the waters, that is an abomination to you.” 
(Leviticus 11:9-12). 

 Fish such as bass, trout, salmon, shad, an-
chovies, bluegills, bluefish, bonito, carp, chubs, 
cod, crappies, flounder, haddock, halibut, herring, 
mackerel, muskellunge, perch, pickerel, pike, 
pollack, porgy, sardine, sole, sea bass, sea perch, 
sea trout, suckers, and tuna, all bear the biblical 
characteristics of clean fish. These are the most 

common fish that are used for food and have both 
fins and scales. If you have any doubts, be certain 
to examine the fish before you buy it or eat it for 
food. Usually, when you are in the seafood depart-
ment of a supermarket, the counterman can tell 
you something about the fish if it has already 
been cleaned and prepared for cooking. Catfish is 
becoming a common sight in grocery stores, but 
it is not a clean fish and should be avoided! It is 
becoming common, because it is easily raised in 
controlled conditions for sale as food. “Whitefish” 
is a term frequently used for shark meat. It should 
be avoided also, unless it bears a kosher stamp.

 A word or warning to each True Worshiper: do 
not eat shellfish. These water creatures have been 
proven to be carriers of the dreaded hepatitis virus. 
These creatures were never created to be eaten as 
food. They were created by Almighty Yahweh to 
absorb the pollution that might find its way into 
tributaries which flow into the ocean. 

Occasionally, we hear in the news that certain 
shellfish, clams, oysters, mussels, and scallops 
have been removed from the market and declared 
to be contaminated with the hepatitis virus by the 
Federal Government. Don’t take a chance with 
YOUR life! Obey the commandments of Yahweh 
and develop a strong, healthy body. Several other 
forbidden creatures that are considered delicacies 
are shrimp, crabs, lobsters, and frogs.

 Now, let us turn to the laws pertaining to clean 
and unclean birds. In Leviticus 11, the instructions 
begin in verse 13 and proceed down to verse 19.

 “And these you shall have in abomination 
among the birds; they shall not be eaten, they 
are an abomination: the eagle, and the gier-
eagle, and the black vulture, and the kite, and 
the falcon after its kind, every raven after its 
kind, and the ostrich, and the night-hawk, 
and the sea-mew, and the hawk after its 
kind, and the little owl, and the cormorant, 
and the great owl, and the horned owl, and 
the pelican, and the vulture, and the stork, 
the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and 
the bat.”

 Be sure and read the corresponding passage in 
Deuteronomy 14. Here, Moses reiterates the dietary 
laws during a great new moon sermon. Verse 11 
read, “Of all clean birds you may eat.” Notice 
that common sense itself would tell us that the 
unclean birds listed here are unfit to eat. Did you 
catch the pattern that emerges from the list? The 
forbidden birds are those which are predators and 
carrion eaters. They have a very poor digestive 
system that is not suitable for refining the food 
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they eat to the point where it will be thoroughly 
cleansed for man’s use.

 Some of the birds that may be eaten are the 
chicken, turkey, goose, dove, pigeon, grouse, sage 
hen, and quail. These birds are not predators, al-
though fowl will indeed eat carrion if their keeper 
gives them the opportunity to do so. If you are 
interested in delving more deeply into Yahweh’s 
dietary laws, write and request our free booklet 
titled, Have Swine Changed? This 13-page 
publication is straight-forward, enlightening, and 
easy to read. Excerpts 
were used in this current 
article. Write today for 
your free copy! Address 
your request to: Assem-
blies of Yahweh, PO Box 
C, Bethel, PA 19507.

 Next, we come to the 
most interesting passage 
on clean and unclean 
insects. Yes, our Heav-
enly Father has indeed 
legislated that certain 
insects can be eaten by 
His human creation. 
Leviticus 11: 20-23 and 
Deuteronomy 14:19 tell 
us something about this 
subject. Let us read the 
passage in Leviticus: “All 
winged creeping things 
that go upon all fours 
are an abomination 
to you. Yet these may 
you eat of all winged 
creeping things that 
go on all fours, which have legs above their 
feet, with which to leap upon the earth; even 
these of them you may eat: the locust after its 
kind, the bald locust after its kind, the cricket 
after its kind, and the grasshopper after its 
kind. But all winged creeping things, which 
have four feet, are an abomination to you.”

 Therefore, we see that some kinds of grass-
hoppers can be considered as clean for food. (No, 
chocolate-covered ants are not clean!) Since there 
is presently an abundance of other food available 
for human consumption, it would hardly be neces-
sary for us to eat insects. However, one day the 
information could be useful in times of tribulation 
or persecution when living off the land; therefore, 
we should acquaint ourselves with the clean and 
unclean creatures that Yahweh has approved for 

our use. Most flying insects are unclean for use, 
such as flies, gnats, etc. These are generally disease 
carriers and should be avoided. However, John the 
Immerser ate locusts (Matthew 3:4), and we may 
also find it necessary to do so in times of trouble. 
(Locusts here could also mean locust beans.)

 Finally, we are instructed in Leviticus 11:29-30 
that certain other creatures should be avoided if we 
wish to remain pure from the contamination which 
comes from eating unclean food. And, remember, it 
is our good health, as well as our spiritual life, that 

is at stake! “And these are 
they which are unclean to 
you among the creeping 
things that creep on the 
earth: the weasel, and 
the mouse, and the great 
lizard after its kind, and 
the gecko, and the land-
crocodile, and the lizard, 
and the sand-lizard, and 
the chameleon.” Today, 
reptiles such as rattlesnakes 
and alligators are regularly 
sold as delicacies. Is it any 
wonder that so many people 
are laboring under all sorts 
of debilitating illnesses?

 Leviticus 11 closes with 
an authoritative proclama-
tion of just why Yahweh 
presented humankind with 
this law.

 “This is the law of the 
beast, and of the bird, and 
of every living creature 
that moves in the waters, 

and of every creature that creeps upon the 
earth; to make a distinction between the un-
clean and the clean, and between the living 
thing that may be eaten and the living thing 
that may not be eaten.” (Leviticus 11:46-47). 
Once more, we see an expression of Yahweh’s love 
for His human creation and a concern for their 
health and well-being.

 Thus far, we have been reviewing Yahweh’s Laws 
on what is acceptable and unacceptable in the way 
of flesh foods. However, there are important facts 
concerning plant life that we should also consider. 
To do this, let us first go back to the book of Gen-
esis, to the very foundation of human life.

 “And Elohim said, Behold, I have given you 
every herb yielding seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in which 
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so powerful an earthly king as Nebuchadnezzar.
 Perhaps, the Babylonians enjoyed feasting on 

mushrooms. Today, mushrooms are considered a 
delicacy by most people, much like shrimp and 
oysters. Yet clearly, they, too, are unacceptable as 
human food. The mushroom is a parasite plant 
which lacks chlorophyll common to green, flower-
ing plants. A revealing aspect is that they thrive 
in darkness! They are also dangerous, with many 
being deadly poison.

 In concluding this article, let us note two more 
important points. We have seen from the Scriptures 
that the clean-food laws of Almighty Yahweh are 
clear and concise. But because we live in a modern 
Babylon, which is under the influence of Satan, 
like its predecessor, life is complex and sometimes 
difficult. Processed foods sold in supermarkets 
often sport fancy names and packages, but the 
True Worshiper must remember, they were mostly 
processed by people who have no regard for the 
Laws of Yahweh. Therefore, before you eat—read 
the labels! The Assemblies of Yahweh publishes 
a great deal of helpful information on foods and 
other products available today. If you wish to be 
a modern-day Daniel, it is important to inform 
yourself about what you eat.

 Secondly, we urge you to write today and request 
the eye-opening article, Have Swine Changed? 
If you are not thoroughly convinced that the laws 
we have been reviewing are still binding on the 
True Worshiper, you must read this scholarly pre-
sentation of the scriptural facts. Every argument 
presented by modern ch-rchianity is answered 
completely and forthrightly. Don’t miss out on the 
knowledge it contains. Write today!       

“But he answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of Yahweh.”

We have been given this choice 
as a free moral agent. Which 
way will you take, the broad 
way leading to destruction, or 
the narrow way that leads to 
life everlasting? “See, I have set 
before you this day life and 

good, and death and evil; in 
that I command you this day 
to love Yahweh your Elohim, 
to walk in his ways, and to 
keep his commandments and 
his statutes and his ordi-
nances, that you may live and 
multiply, and that Yahweh 
your Elohim may bless you 
in the land which you go in 
to possess. . . . I call heaven 
and earth to witness against 
you this day, that I have set 
before you life and death, the 
blessing and the curse: there-
fore choose life, that you may 

live, you and your seed; to love 
Yahweh your Elohim, to obey 
his voice, and to hold fast to 
him; for he is your life, and 
the length of your days; that 
you may dwell in the land 
which Yahweh swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them.” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-16, 19-20). 

Follow the example of the 
Messiah, as do the members of 
the Assemblies of Yahweh, by 
keeping the commandments of 
Yahweh!  Reject the observances 
and traditions of men!  

Continued from page 17.

is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it 
shall be for food: and to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the heavens, and 
to every thing that creeps upon the earth, in 
which there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food: and it was so.” (Genesis 1:29-30).

 Our loving Heavenly Father provided that there 
would be an abundance of health-giving, green 
vegetables, fruits, and herbs to sustain human 
and animal life. Have you stopped to consider 
how delightful this blessing is? All of us should 
be aware of how our bodies thrive on delicious 
garden vegetables. We need only call to mind the 
incident recorded for us in Daniel 1:8-16. Verse 
8 tells us, “But Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the 
king’s dainties, nor with the wine which he 
drank: therefore he requested of the prince of 
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

 Daniel was a captive in the hands of King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, whose table was 
apparently loaded with abominable—“dainties.” 
Notice that this incident teaches us that we can 
defile ourselves, or make ourselves unclean, by eat-
ing unclean foods. Babylon, remember, represents 
confusion. Truly, the Babylonians were a confused 
and darkened people! 

One can only wonder at what the Babylonians 
were feasting on, but Daniel saw it first hand, and 
he knew that it did not correspond with Yahweh’s 
Law. Why? Because they refused to hearken to 
Yahweh’s instructions on health-giving foods. This 
was the key to Daniel’s great insight into world 
events being formulated around him; he obeyed 
Yahweh, first and foremost, even in the face of 
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PERIODICAL

Reading, PA

WMLK, the Assemblies of Yahweh international shortwave radio station, 
is currently being updated and improved. 

A new, state-of-the-art transmitter is being built that will incorporate the latest technology that 
will deliver a clear, crisp sound with the greatest efficiency available. As we all know, electricity 

costs have greatly increased; consequently, the higher efficiency will allow us to broadcast 
more—for less money. Also, the new transmitter will broadcast at 300,000 watts of power, and, 
in this way, MOST OF THE INHABITED AREAS OF THE WORLD WILL BE COVERED WITH 
THIS END-TIME MESSAGE THROUGH THE POWERFUL SIGNAL OF WMLK RADIO, 

in fulfillment of the prophecy of Matthew 24:14. 
“And these good tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world 

for a testimony to all the nations; and then shall the end come.”

For more information on how you can help to fulfill the Great Commission, write to 
Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507, or log on to www.assembliesofyahweh.com or WMLK.net.

If Almighty Yahweh lays this need upon your heart, and you desire to join us in this 
endeavor, we pray that His richest blessing will be upon you.

Help to Fulfill the
Great Commission!

Into All the World!


