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1 History of the Assemblies of Yahweh Organization
Fifty years ago, a historical event occurred when the Assem‑
blies of Yahweh was chartered as an organization. Now, a half 
century later, the work continues—by the blessings and grace 
of Almighty Yahweh. 

7 Why Are We Called the Assemblies of Yahweh? 
In seeking to offer to the Heavenly Father Yahweh the pure 
worship that He desires, we find we cannot compromise this 
vital doctrine—His Name and the Name of His Messiah, our 
Redeemer, Yahshua. We must be called by His Name.

9 Commemorating 50 Years of Service
A pictorial array of memories of Elder Jacob O. Meyer's life 
work. 

13 Testifying to the Name Yahweh
 Seven Thousand Witnesses, Seven Ancient Witnesses

As the last warning message is going out in power in these last 
days, countless modern‑day Bereans are scrutinizing the Bible 
carefully to "prove all things." Almighty Yahweh has not left us 
without witnesses in these last days.

This month's cover depicts a bleak and 
arid scene that is found in the desert of the 
Negev. Presently, the land is "...brimstone, 
and salt, and a burning, that it is not 
sown, nor bears, nor any grass grows 
in it...." (Deuteronomy 29:23a). Rain in due 
season is something that can never be taken 
for granted, since rain is sent and controlled 
by Yahweh.

Therefore, we desire blessings from 
Yahweh, rather than the curses that He sends 
upon those who depart from Him. "Blessed 
is the man that trusts in Yahweh, and 
whose trust Yahweh is. For he shall 
be as a tree planted by the waters, 
that spreads out its roots by the river, 
and shall not fear when heat comes, 
but its leaf shall be green; and shall 
not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit." 
(Jeremiah 17:7‑8).

Yahweh's promises are conferred upon 
all of those who faithfully obey Him. "Heal 
me, O Yahweh, and I shall be healed; 
save me, and I shall be saved: for you 
are my praise." (Jeremiah 17:14).
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

Primarily, the organizational 
concept of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh could best be described, 
in a nutshell, as follows: “He 
who is governed best is governed 
least.” The government of Al-
mighty Yahweh, being motivated 
and directed by the Holy Spirit, 
is not one that is oppressive, 
restrictive. It gives liberty, but, 
simultaneously, it provides firm 
direction for the way the spiri-
tual Body should move.

The following brief history of 
the Assemblies of Yahweh was 
authored in the past by Direct-
ing Elder Jacob O. Meyer. It 
assists the reader to gain an 
accurate understanding of why 
proper scriptural government 
is a doctrine, and how teaching 
sound government has strength-
ened the Assemblies of Yahweh 
organization.

In the past, various religious 
organizations have been known 
to very stringently police their 
members. It has always been our 
intention to allow the Holy Spirit 
to police the Assembly. In some 
instances, extensive patience has 
been necessary so that the Holy 
Spirit could eventually move in 
a miraculous way to solve any 
problems through the power of 
Almighty Yahweh. If we allow 
ourselves to be regulated by the 
Word of Yahweh and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, the Assemblies of 
Yahweh will perform like a well-
oiled machine—an organism. 
Nevertheless, such liberty, often 
characterized as AN HONOR 
SYSTEM, does not negate the 
necessity for a strong eldership.

When someone comes into a 
knowledge of the Truth of our 
Father in heaven, he is set free 

from the past. He must then 
live faithfully by the Bible 
message. Like Israel in the 
wilderness, we must accept the 
manna from heaven (the pure 
Word of Almighty Yahweh), 
study it thoroughly, and then 
digest it. The True Believer is 
one who lives in harmony 
with EVERY WORD that pro-
ceeds from the mouth of Yahweh 
(Matthew 4:4 and Deuteronomy 
8:3). Therefore, when the author 
came into a knowledge of the 
Truth of Yahweh’s Word, it was 
his dedicated determination to 
put all of the past ideas and 
doctrines out of his mind, study 
the inspired Scriptures anew, and 
then to faithfully live by what 
was proven out of the Bible. He 
expects all of the members of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh to cleanse 
their minds so they can accept 

History of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh 

Organization 
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Bible Truth as it is revealed to 
them, without having to fight 
against a doctrinal mental block.

When Mrs. Meyer and I 
emerged into True Worship, we 
became acquainted with various 
groups of Sacred Name believers 
over a period of several years. We 
observed various organizational 
concepts employed in each one 
of these different groups. This 
provided a field of background ex-
perience for us. Such evaluation 
was necessary to point out the 
strong and weak elements of any 
situation. Where was the Holy 
Spirit blessing the preaching of 
Yahweh’s Word? Did organiza-
tional structure have any direct 
influence on the growth of a 
group? Was sin to be allowed to 
remain in the camp, or was the 
eldership to be strong enough 
to take action when necessary?

Having studied the Bible 
intensely over a period of more 
than four years, and having 
had an opportunity to evaluate 
the application of the Word of 
Yahweh objectively (without 
being directly involved in most 
instances), Almighty Yahweh 
opened the door of radio before us 
to herald Yahweh’s Philadelphia 
Truth to the world.

At that time there was no 
Assembly at Bethel. The Meyer 
family worshiped Yahweh, our 
Father in heaven, each Sabbath 
by ourselves as we gathered 
together in our living room to 
sing, study the Bible, and pray. 
These were some of the most 

inspiring moments of worship 
we have ever experienced during 
our entire lives.

The Sacred Name Broad-
cast was first heard over the air 
on WBMD, Baltimore, Maryland, 
on February 5, 1966. Almighty 
Yahweh had blessed in a remark-
able way and provided the means 
whereby we could send forth the 
Truth of our Father in heaven 
to all those who will accept it 
into their hearts. Brethren we 
had met encouraged and sup-
ported the effort. We continued 
to worship by ourselves on the 
Sabbath. Within a year after 
the Broadcast began, listeners 
began to request baptism into 
Yahshua’s Name. Having been 
ordained, through anointing with 
oil, when the brethren gathered 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in 
1965 (when it was urged that I 
establish a central organization), 
I immersed three new babes into 
the Messiah’s Name during the 
first two years of the ministry. 
Still, there was no Assembly at 
Bethel and no actual chartered 
organization.

In 1968, a local family, with 
whom we had been friendly and 
who believed the Sacred Name, 
raised the possibility of beginning 
an Assembly. A small dwelling at 
the foot of the Blue Mountains, 
along a beautiful rippling stream, 
was purchased. Here weekly 
services were begun on Yahweh’s 
New Year Day (Abib 1), 1968. 
Soon, other people who believed 
the Sacred Name joined the 

Sabbath services. Consequently, 
rather than just giving the Bible 
study for the day to my family, 
I led the weekly services for the 
local congregation.

During the summer of 1968, 
publication of the Sacred Name 
Broadcaster magazine was 
begun. The rapidly expanding 
ministry began showing even 
more fruit as many people heard 
the Broadcast, or read the litera-
ture we were sending out.

In 1968 we attended a Feast of 
Tabernacles in Michigan with a 
number of families of the nomi-
nal Sacred Name Movement. At 
that meeting, a call for a central 
organization to be chartered 
was urged by some of those in 
attendance.

At that organizational meet-
ing, I was asked (and I agreed) to 
act as chairman for the purpose 
of launching a viable, central Sa-
cred Name organization. It had 
been my hope when the Sacred 
Name Broadcast began, that it 
might be used by Yahweh as the 
vehicle to unite the few, scat-
tered, fragmented families who 
believed the Sacred Name. A wide 
range of doctrines was preached 
by what we term the “nominal 
Sacred Name Movement,” but I 
thought that if all were honest 
with the Word, the Holy Spirit 
would bring everyone together 
into doctrinal unity.

During that meeting, several 
agitators were present and short-
ly a heated argument ensued. I 
finally was able to restore order 
to the meeting, but only after 
strongly insisting this was not 
the time and place for such a 
debate or argument. Looking 
back on what transpired, it ap-
peared as though most of the 
people involved in that meeting 
were strongly influenced by the 
government (or lack of govern-
ment) in the nominal ch-rches 

When someone comes into a 
knowledge of the Truth of our 

Father in heaven, he is set free 
from the past. He must then live 
faithfully by the Bible message. 
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from which they had come.
Upon returning home, I reflect-

ed upon what had just  occurred. 
After considering every aspect of 
this meeting and getting counsel 
from several brethren, my deci-
sion was to allow the issue to 
remain dormant. I was preaching 
the Word and the effort was suc-
ceeding. Now the true Messianic 
Assembly organization had been 
reconstituted. Sometime later, I 
received a telephone call from 
someone who had attended that 
Michigan meeting. The question 
was asked, “What are you doing 
about implementing what we 
had discussed at the organiza-
tional meeting?” My immediate 
response was, “As far as I’m con-
cerned, the matter is completely 
dead, and may it rest in peace.” 
The chuckle coming across the 
wire was enough to declare the 
true attitude of this individual.

Several brethren, thereafter, 
urged me to take the direction 
reflected by the current direction 
of the ministry. The preaching of 
the message was bearing good 
fruit. “You are teaching sound 
doctrine,” they said, “so why 
not continue with that course?” 
After some deliberation, I con-
cluded that really no chartered 
organization was needed to fulfill 
the mission to which Almighty 
Yahweh had called me. The Word 
of Yahweh could be preached by 
a faithful individual, giving a 
strong witness to the world.

Perhaps the anti-government 
attitudes among some of the 
Sacred Name people was a reflec-
tion of past bad experiences they 
had in ch-rchianity, or perhaps it 
stemmed merely from the liber-
alism of the times in which we 
were living. (A bumper sticker, 
then popular, carried the slogan, 
“Question Authority.”) It was 
inconceivable to me how people 
who called themselves brethren, 

and should have the Holy Spirit 
love of Yahweh in their hearts, 
could get involved in such heated 
arguments over scriptural points 
that appeared quite candidly 
obvious to me.

The Sacred Name Movement 
has been characterized by knowl-
edgeable observers as “a bunch 
of splintered, divided sects”, 
and that is EXACTLY what I 
found. The Holy Spirit has not 
called me to get involved in the 
brutal organizational infighting 
that is so prevalent in many re-
ligious groups, but Yahweh has 
called me to witness His Truth to 
the world in these last days and 
to warn the world of the immi-
nent Second Coming of Yahshua 
the Messiah. If we are to get this 
job done for Yahshua’s honor and 
glory, we must not become em-
broiled in the petty differences 
that will divide us, but we must 
concentrate on the doctrines that 
unite us. Additionally, if we are 
preaching the message of the 
Kingdom of Yahweh, it must 
be a message of government. 
(The Kingdom is government.) 
Therefore, government becomes 
a biblical doctrine. We must not 
despise government (2 Peter 2:10 
and Judah 8).

A New Organization      
Is Formed

Nevertheless, some of the 
brethren who were affiliated 
with me in this outreach min-
istry soon suggested that if the 
ministry was to grow, some kind 
of chartered organization must 
be formed. After some reflection 
and discussing it with a local at-
torney, I decided that this might 
be an opportune time for such a 
move. We needed an incorpora-
tion to offer tax exemptions for 
the contributors, they believed. 
Therefore, an organizational 
meeting was held in the Bethel 

Assembly in March 1969. All in 
attendance agreed that I should 
begin organizational proceedings.

We researched the biblical 
name that the new organization 
should be called. We researched 
the biblical form of government 
that would guide this fledgling 
organization. It was our conclu-
sion that we should adhere as 
closely as possible to the biblical 
name of the True Worshipers, 
as well as the organizational 
structure that the Bible teaches.

An important point must be 
made here. After much thought-
ful research, consideration, and 
evaluation, I have always taught 
from the beginning of the minis-
try that the only way the Bible 
can be correctly understood is for 
us to seek the scriptural founda-
tion and build upon it.

The correct interpretation of 
the Bible is found in 2 Timothy 
3:14-16. The Sacred Scriptures 
begin with the foundation: the 
Old Testament. The Old Testa-
ment Scriptures (the Hebrew 
Bible) must be the basis of our 
Faith. The New Testament doc-
trines must not conflict with the 
Old Testament Scriptures, but, 
rather, both will agree if we allow 
them to harmonize. The Bible 
forms one complete unit from 
Genesis to Revelation, and we 
must harmonize its teachings. 
The Old and New Testaments 
will agree if we allow the Bible 
to harmonize.

The Basis for the 
Assemblies of Yahweh
We concluded that the most 

correct biblical name for the 
True Worshipers is Assembly 
of Yahweh on a local level, 
but the united body of Believ-
ers worldwide, as all scattered 
groups come together in one 
accord, is Assemblies of Yahweh. 
This name is found 12 times in 
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the New Testament and many 
times in the Old. A translation 
of the term Qahal Yahweh is 
found six times in the passage 
of Deuteronomy 23, where the 
King James Version renders 
it, “the congregation of Yahweh.”

Israel was told in the Scrip-
tures to maintain one unified 
worship. This is demonstrated 
very clearly in Deuteronomy 
12:1-8. “These are the statutes 
and the ordinances which you 
shall observe to do in the land 
which Yahweh, the Elohim of 
your fathers, has given you to 
possess it, all the days that 
you live upon the earth. You 
shall surely destroy all the 
places in which the nations 
that you shall dispossess 
served their elohim, upon the 
high mountains, and upon the 
hills, and under every green 
tree: and you shall break 
down their altars, and dash 
in pieces their pillars, and 
burn their Asherim with fire; 
and you shall hew down the 
carved images of their elohim; 
and you shall destroy their 
name out of that place. You 
shall not do so to Yahweh your 
Elohim. But unto the place 
which Yahweh your Elohim 
shall choose out of all your 
tribes, to put his name there, 
even to his habitation shall 
you seek, and to that place 
you shall come; and to that 
place you shall bring your 
burnt-offerings, and your sac-
rifices, and your tithes, and 
the heave-offerings of your 
hand, and your vows, and 
your freewill-offerings, and 
the firstlings of your herd and 
of your flock: and there you 
shall eat before Yahweh your 
Elohim, and you shall rejoice 
in all that you put your hand 
to, you and your households, 
in which Yahweh your Elohim 

has blessed you. You shall not 
do after all the things that we 
do here this day, every man 
whatever is right in his own 
eyes.” (Deuteronomy 12:1-8). 

It is also clear to see that Is-
rael was not allowed to engage in 
heathen practices similar to the 
surrounding nations where the 
worship of Baal meant (roughly) 
local autonomy. The baals were 
the l-rds of the region, while 
Israel was to worship the King 
of the entire universe, the Great 
Creator, Yahweh of Hosts, in 
national unity.

Israel’s tabernacle that Yahweh 
established in the latter part of 
Exodus gives ample evidence of 
completely unified worship. All 
the people of Israel were told to 
encamp around the tabernacle in 
the wilderness, and the organi-
zational diagram is furnished for 
that encampment in Numbers 2 
and other passages. In the books 
of Leviticus and Numbers we 
find plain-spoken regulations for 
the priesthood, the Levites, and 
the lay members of the Israel of 
Yahweh. It is noteworthy that 
Almighty Yahweh accused Israel 
of spiritual whoredom when they 
decentralized their worship and 
built high places (to copy Baal 
worship in every street).

“And it has come to pass 
after all your wickedness 
(Woe, woe to you! says the Sov-
ereign Yahweh), that you have 
built to yourself a vaulted 
place, and have made yourself 
a lofty place in every street. 
You have built your lofty place 
at the head of every way, 
and have made your beauty 
an abomination, and have 
opened your feet to every one 
that passed by, and multiplied 
your whoredom. You have also 
committed fornication with 
the Egyptians, your neigh-
bors, great of flesh; and have 

multiplied your whoredom, to 
provoke me to anger. Behold 
therefore, I have stretched 
out my hand over you, and 
have diminished your ordi-
nary food, and delivered you 
to the will of them that hate 
you, the daughters of the 
Philistines, that are ashamed 
of your lewd way. You have 
played the harlot also with 
the Assyrians, because you 
were insatiable; yes, you have 
played the harlot with them, 
and yet you were not satisfied. 
You have moreover multiplied 
your whoredom to the land of 
trade, to Chaldea; and yet you 
were not satisfied with this.

“How weak is your heart, 
says the Sovereign Yahweh, 
seeing you do all these things, 
the work of an impudent 
harlot; in that you build your 
vaulted place at the head of 
every way, and make your 
lofty place in every street, and 
have not been as a harlot, in 
that you scorn hire. A wife 
that commits adultery! That 
takes strangers instead of her 
husband!” (Ezekiel 16:23-32). 

Local autonomy, with many 
shrines on each street  teaching 
different doctrines, weakened 
the tight-knit religious structure 
of Israel in Ezekiel’s day, until, 
through fragmentation, they 
became an easy prey for the 
invaders. Almighty Yahweh had 
sought to keep a scattered Israel 
unified by demanding that all 
Israel gather at the three great 
pilgrim feasts (Exodus 23:15-17 
and Deuteronomy 16:16). Local 
autonomy is NOT the genuine 
biblical form of government.

As the population of Israel 
grew larger and more widespread, 
it was the decision of the elders 
of Israel to allow local congrega-
tions to be established in various 
cities. The Jews built their 
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synagogues for local meetings, 
but, nevertheless, all worship 
continued to be centralized at 
the Temple in Jerusalem until 
its destruction in 70 C.E. This 
was the unifying force holding 
ancient Israel together spiritually 
and doctrinally. Almighty Yahweh 
had sanctioned His Temple to be 
built (2 Chronicles 7:12-22). The 
synagogues were merely for the 
convenience of those who needed 
a weekly meeting place. There 
the Law of Yahweh was still 
taught by the priesthood.

History records that several 
competing temples eventually 
were constructed in Israel. One 
built at Arad was an almost 
exact, though smaller scale, 
replica of the Jerusalem Temple. 
Another smaller shrine was 
located at Lachish. Jeroboam 
wished to drive a wedge between 
the nations of Israel and Judah; 
therefore, he established the 
shrines at Bethel and Dan. Nev-
ertheless, those Israelites, along 
with the priests and Levites, who 
maintained their commitment 
to Almighty Yahweh, continued 
to return to the Temple in Jeru-
salem to offer their worship at 
Yahweh’s holy days three times 
each year.

“And after them, out of 

all the tribes of Israel, came 
to Jerusalem to sacrifice to 
Yahweh, the Elohim of their 
fathers. So they strengthened 
the kingdom of Judah, and 
made Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon strong, three years; 
for they walked three years 
in the way of David and Solo-
mon.” (2 Chronicles 11:16-17). 

Notice, also, the verbal chas-
tisement AbiYah, Rehoboam’s 
son, gave to the House of Israel, 
the ten northern tribes. “But as 
for us, Yahweh is our Elohim, 
and we have not forsaken 
him; and we have priests min-
istering to Yahweh, the sons 
of Aaron, and the Levites in 
their work: and they burn to 
Yahweh every morning and 
every evening burnt-offerings 
and sweet incense: the show-
bread also they set in order 
upon the pure table; and the 
candlestick of gold with the 
lamps of it, to burn every eve-
ning: for we keep the charge 
of Yahweh our Elohim; but 
you have forsaken him. And, 
behold, Elohim is with us 
at our head, and his priests 
with the trumpets of alarm 
to sound an alarm against 
you. O children of Israel, do 

not fight against Yahweh, 
the Elohim of your fathers, 
for you shall not prosper.” (2 
Chronicles 13:10-12). 

The organizational structure 
of the nation of Israel was set 
forth by Almighty Yahweh. When 
Israel came out of Egypt, the 
people were organized for their 
journey. “But Elohim led the 
people around, by the way 
of the wilderness by the Red 
Sea: and the children of Israel 
went up armed out of the land 
of Egypt.” (Exodus 13:18). The 
word harnessed that appears 
in the King James Version 
translates the Hebrew word cha‑
mush. It relates to the Hebrew 
number 5; thereby, it stands for 
a military marching order of 
five soldiers (or, here, families) 
abreast. The note in the Com-
panion Bible reads, “Whichever 
the meaning, both point to order 
and organization. They were an 
ordered “host’ (12.41) and not a 
disorderly rabble.”

If we are to believe in, and 
build upon, the Old Testament 
foundation as a basis of our 
Faith, then we must believe in 
government from the top down. 
Almighty Yahweh called Moses 
to be the leader of His people. 

Biblical Ecclesiastical 
Assembly Administration

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

For information on how to obtain your copy of this new informative 
study on Assembly Administration, write to:

Assemblies of Yahweh
PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507

www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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Continued on page 18.

Reluctantly, Moses agreed to 
assume that position, so Yahweh 
called his older brother, Aaron, 
to assist him. These two brothers 
appeared before Pharaoh and did 
mighty miracles in preparation 
for the exodus. Upon leaving 
Egypt, and not gaining immedi-
ate access to the Promised Land 
through the discouragements and 
murmurings instigated by the 
ten insincere scouts, Israel was 
thrust back into the wilderness 
for forty years.

Numbers 16 provides ample 
evidence to show that Moses was 
an absolute ruler in the nation 
of Israel. “And they assembled 
themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron, 
and said to them, You take 
too much upon you, since all 
of the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and Yahweh 
is among them: why then do 
you lift yourselves up above 
the assembly of Yahweh?” 
(Numbers 16:3). During this 
personal trial, Moses remained 
humble and always sought to 
serve as a brother to his fellow 
Israelites.

In Exodus 18, Moses’ father-in-
law suggested an  organizational 
system for Israel that would 
have regimented them into 
units of ten, fifty, hundreds, and 
thousands. This organization 
was already in existence when 
the Korah rebellion occurred. 
Moses was recognized as THE 
AUTOCRATIC JUDGE, ruling 
over Yahweh’s Assembly of Israel. 
Moses described his position in 
verses 15-16. “And Moses said 
to his father-in-law, Because 
the people come to me to in-
quire of Elohim: when they 
have a matter, they come 
to me; and I judge between 
a man and his neighbor, 
and I make them know the 
statutes of Elohim, and his 

laws.” Jethro suggested, “And 
let them judge the people at 
all seasons: and it shall be, 
that every great matter they 
shall bring to you, but every 
small matter they shall judge 
themselves: so that it be easier 
for yourself, and they shall 
bear the burden with you. 
If you shall do this thing, 
and Elohim command you 
so, then you shall be able to 
endure, and all this people 
also shall go to their place in 
peace… And they judged the 
people at all seasons: the hard 
cases they brought to Moses, 
but every small matter they 
judged themselves.” (Exodus 
18:22-23, 26). Let us recognize 
that the organizational system 
of judging suggested by Jethro, 
Moses’ father-in-law, implies that 
each one of the Israelites become 
a judge of one—himself or her-
self. If this concept is followed, 
the responsibility of each higher 
judge is minimized. Notice how 
Paul perceived of this primary 
step of judging. “But if we dis-
cerned ourselves, we should 
not be judged. But when we 
are judged, we are chastened 
by Yahweh, that we may not be 
condemned with the world.” 
(1 Corinthians 11:31-32). 

Is Government                
a Doctrine?

In the Assemblies of Yahweh, 
since the beginning, we have 
taught that government is a doc-
trine that must be recognized by 
the members of the Assemblies of 
Yahweh. The baptismal counsel-
ing each new member receives 
before immersion makes this 
quite clear in the Statement of 
Doctrine, points three and four.

Government was, therefore, 
considered to be a doctrine in 
the beginning of the history of 
the Assemblies of Yahweh, and 

the doctrine of headship was 
first taught from the pulpit in 
one of the first Sabbath Assem-
bly services at Bethel in 1968. 1 
Corinthians 11:1-15 shows that 
standing at the  supreme head of 
everything is Almighty Yahweh. 
Under Him, in direct submission 
to His fatherhood (Philippians 
2:5-7) is Yahshua the Messiah. 
Beneath Yahshua the Messiah 
in rank stands the man, and 
subordinate to the man is his 
wife (or the woman).

In order that the sisters of the 
Assembly may visibly demon-
strate their submission to their 
husbands, to the teachings of the 
elders, and to Almighty Yahweh, 
they are obliged to wear a head 
covering. 1 Corinthians 11:10 
should be translated, “For this 
cause shall a woman wear 
a veil [Hebrew radid=veil, not 
power] on her head because 
of the messengers.” We also 
find in verse 8, “For the man 
is not of the woman; but the 
woman of the man.”

In Yahweh’s Apostolic Assem-
bly, brothers and sisters of the 
Body of the Messiah need not go 
through human priestly interces-
sion to contact the Most High. 
Corporately, our High Priest is 
Yahshua the Messiah. We send 
our prayers to Yahweh’s throne 
through the sacrifice and inter-
cession Yahshua has made for 
His Assembly. Each person, in-
dividually, is responsible for His 
salvation. He can pray directly 
to Almighty Yahweh through His 
High Priest, Yahshua the Mes-
siah. Contrary to the traditions 
of the Babylonian priesthood, we 
do not need to go through a priest 
for our salvation, nor must the 
mysteries of heaven’s message 
be preserved by a human priest. 
Through the Holy Spirit, we all 
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As you read this magazine 
and listen to the Sacred Name 
Broadcast over the air, you have 
come to realize that the Assem-
blies of Yahweh does not use the 
common names to designate the 
Almighty Heavenly Father and 
His Son. At first, this practice 
may appear strange to you. You 
may wonder if we are worshiping 
the same Mighty One as are the 
rest of the people of the world. 

The answer is that we do not 
worship the deities of the nations, 
but we worship the Almighty 
Heavenly Father YAHWEH the 
Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe, the Mighty One who 
caused the Bible to be written by 
His prophets and who revealed 
His personal Name in His Word. 

That name is transliterated in 
Psalm 68:4 [KJV] as “Jah,” but 
should be pronounced YAH as in 
HalleluYAH. It has been translit-
erated erroneously as “Jehovah” 
in Psalm 83:18. In this instance, 

extraneous vowels were added to 
the original four letters compris-
ing the Sacred Name, YHWH 
(yôd, hē, wāw, hē). Transliterated 
from the Hebrew, it should be 
pronounced YAHWEH. 

The Name of the Messiah, the 
Savior of Israel, was not a Greek 
or Latin substitute such as is 
employed today. He was born 
into the tribe of Judah (Hebrews 
7:14). He was an Israelite (Luke 
2:32). Logic tells us these people 
spoke Semitic languages and 
called themselves by Hebrew 
names. The Savior’s Name is 
explained in Matthew 1:21, “…he 
(Yahweh) shall save (Oshua) his 
people (Israel) from their sins 
(transgressions of the Law).” His 
Name therefore means Yahweh 
will save and, transliterated 
directly from the Hebrew, it is 
Yahshua, as in Numbers 13:16. 

The reason these names are 
so important—why we must 
trust them for our salvation 

and call upon them—is because 
they mean eternity, endlessness, 
eternal life, salvation—a charac-
teristic that our Heavenly Father 
wishes to confer upon His people. 
Common names for deity do not 
contain this meaning.

If you would like to have more 
information on this vital subject, 
write to us immediately and 
request our literature on the 
Sacred Name. Before you write 
in for the literature you might 
check some reference books, such 
as dictionaries or encyclopedias, 
right there in your own home. 

We Must Use the Name 
Since the Body of True Wor-

shipers reveres the only True 
Mighty One who created this 
universe, they will be calling on 
His Name in worship. They have 
found that the Bible teaches that 
the Almighty Heavenly Father 
has indeed revealed His Name 
to His people (Isaiah 42:8), and 

Why Are We Called the

Assemblies 
of Yahweh?

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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Write in today for these informative articles 
that will help you further research this 

undeniable Truth!
Proving the Sacred Name From Your Bible
Twenty-four ways you can prove Yahweh’s Name is true 
and necessary for salvation in these last days.

What is the Messiah’s Name?
Important information about our Redeemer’s Name and its 
vital importance to all believers.

Write to: 
Assemblies of Yahweh

PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507
www.assembliesofyahweh.com

that His people will know and 
use His Name (Isaiah 52:5-6). 

The Sacred Name appears in 
the Hebrew Scriptures on about 
7,000 occasions, and, usually, 
where you find the term The 
L‑rd the original Old Testament 
texts read Yahweh. His people 
will know Him by His revealed, 
personal Name, Yahweh, which 
is His Name forever and His me-
morial to all generations (Exodus 
3:15). Notice carefully that the 
word Name in the Hebrew is 
always singular when referring 
to the True Mighty One and is 
plural (names) when speaking 
of the deities of the Nations 
(Deuteronomy 12:3). 

Kāhāl Yahweh 
The True Worshipers will 

be called by the Name of the 
Heavenly Father Yahweh, as 

is pointed out unmistakably in 
Ephesians 3:14-15. This is why 
they are called The Assembly 
or Assemblies of Yahweh in 12 
instances in the New Testament, 
for example 1 Corinthians 1:2 
(where the King James trans-
lators penned “Ch-rch of G-d” 
for what the Old Testament 
called originally Kāhāl Yahweh 
(assembly or congregation of 
Yahweh). The Mighty One is 
Yahweh (Psalm 100:3), not L-rd 
or G-d (Hosea 2:16-17) (see 
center column Bible references). 
“Ch‑rch is derived from pagan 
worship also, and it should be 
translated ‘assembly’ or ‘congre‑
gation.’” Literature is available 
on this subject also, simply by 
writing to us. 

In seeking to offer to the Heav-
enly Father Yahweh the pure 
worship that He desires, we find 

that we cannot compromise this 
most vital doctrine, His Name 
and the Name of His Messiah, 
our Redeemer, Yahshua. We must 
be called by His Name and come 
out of this world’s corrupt system 
of things, a system that employs 
many names in their worship 
(Revelation 17:3). “…Come 
forth, my people, out of her, 
that you have no fellowship 
with her sins, and that you 
receive not of her plagues….” 
(Revelation 18:4). We invite you 
to begin to search your Bible 
and see whether these things 
are supported in the Word of 
Yahweh, the inspired Scriptures. 
“But the hour comes, and now 
is, when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in 
spirit and truth: for such 
does the Father seek to be his 
worshipers.” (John 4:23).  
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Go you therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, immersing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.
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Go you therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, immersing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.
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TESTIFYING TO THE NAME

“Therefore let us also, see-
ing we are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which does so 
easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that 
is set before us....” (Hebrews 
12:1). The Apostle Paul throws 
out this electrifying challenge to 
stimulate the day-to-day endur-
ance of the True Worshipers. He 
is summarizing the 11th chapter 
of Hebrews, in which he recalls to 
memory the valiant struggles of 
the worshipers of Yahweh down 
through the long annals of scrip-
tural history. Those dedicated 
people of the Most High were 
examples of enduring faith as 
they stood fast to the end, which 

many times meant the giving of 
their lives in martyrdom. 

As the end-time warning mes-
sage is going out in power over 
the air in these last days through 
the Sacred Name Broadcast 
and via the printed literature, 
people are first astounded that 
such error could have crept into 
their Bibles over the years. Some 
people become indignant that a 
minister could even suggest that 
such a presumptuous liberty has 
been taken in the Sacred Book 
which they hold so dear. Many 
people stop with the King James 
Bible and refuse to study any 
further to see if these things 
which are being taught by the 
Assemblies of Yahweh are cor-
rect  (Acts 17:11). However, it 
is now apparent that there are 

still thousands of Bereans living 
on this earth today who are not 
afraid to scrutinize the Bible 
carefully, because their salvation 
for eternal ages is at stake. 

Almighty Yahweh has not left 
Himself without witnesses in 
these last days, and if you are 
sincerely desirous of coming to a 
full and complete knowledge of 
the Truth of the Bible, you will 
be able to find it. When EliYah 
the Prophet was overwhelmed 
by his feeling of discouragement 
and declared that he was the only 
worshiper of Yahweh remaining 
after Jezebel had slain all of his 
colleagues, Almighty Yahweh 
spoke to him and said, “Yet will 
I leave me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed to Baal, and 

Seven Thousand Witnesses
Seven Ancient Witnesses

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

1

Go you therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, immersing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.
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every mouth which has not 
kissed him.” (1 Kings 19:18). 
What a wonderful source of 
encouragement for the True 
Worshiper! 

However, there is a tremen-
dous thrilling analogy here! Did 
you know that the Sacred Name 
Yahweh appears in the original 
Hebrew version of your Bible a 
total of 6,823 times? In addition, 
the scribes have admitted to re-
moving it 134 times, according to 
Ginsburg’s Massorah. Also, the 
abbreviated form of the Sacred 
Name—Yah—is found in the text 
of the Bible 49 times. The com-
bined total of all of the instances 
that the Sacred Name appears 
in the Hebrew Scriptures will 
then total just over 7,000 times! 

Almighty Yahweh has indeed 
not left Himself without wit-

nesses! Even though the people 
professing His Name are few 
and scattered as He prophesied 
that they would be (Deuteronomy 
7:7), Almighty Yahweh has, down 
through history, had at all times 
7,000 witnesses attesting faith-
fully to His Truth by the number 
of times His Name has appeared 
in the Hebrew text! How amazing 
when you pause to reflect upon 
this thought. Queen Jezebel, 
symbolic of nominal wayward 
religious organizations, has at-
tempted to decimate all worship 
of Yahweh from this earth. Her 
name means “virgin of Baal” or 
“chaste to Baal.” Although she 
has attempted to change the 
Bible to conform to her doctrines, 
when someone has read the 
original Hebrew texts, he is at all 
times confronted with the 7,000 
faithful witnesses for the Name 
of Yahweh! Prophecy informs 
us that eventually the children 
of this modern Jezebel will be 
killed, since they do not allow 
themselves to be corrected from 
the pure Word of Yahweh but 
continue to practice spiritual for-
nication. Solomon apparently had 
a sound understanding of these 
7,000 faithful witnesses for the 
Name of Yahweh when He wrote 
Proverbs 14:24-27. “The crown 
of the wise is their riches; but 
the folly of fools is only folly. 
A true witness delivers souls; 
but he that utters lies causes 
deceit. In the fear of Yahweh 
is strong confidence; and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge. The fear of Yahweh 
is a fountain of life, that one 
may depart from the snares 
of death.” If you are seeking a 
refuge to protect you in the time 
of universal judgment from a 
righteous Heavenly Father which 
is imminent, then you should ac-
cept the testimony of the faithful 
witnesses found in the original 

Hebrew Scriptures. 
Even though you may feel 

isolated or apprehensive about 
accepting the Sacred Name of our 
Heavenly Father because so few 
believe it today, you need never 
fall into the abyss of depression 
such as was suffered by EliYah. 
Go to your Bible and begin to 
read the Psalms, returning the 
Sacred Name of Yahweh back 
into the text where it rightfully 
belongs. The term Lord is not a 
name, but a title. Yahweh is the 
Heavenly Father’s Name! When 
you begin to allow a few of these 
7,000 witnesses to bring forth 
their testimony for you while 
you are reading, the inspired 
Scriptures will again resume 
the warming glow of inspira-
tion which was intended by the 
Hebrew writers. The oil of the 
Name has enlightened the lamp 
of the Word, Canticles 1:3 and 
Psalm 119:105. You are not alone 
now in your convictions, but you 
are encircled by a great cloud of 
witnesses which can never be 
silenced! 

SEVEN 
ANCIENT 

WITNESSES 

For ages, the only textbook of 
ancient Middle Eastern cultures 
was the Bible. Following the in-
troduction of “modern scientific 
thought” in the 19th century, 
great doubt was cast on the ac-
curacy of the Bible, and people 
began to call it a collection of 
Jewish fables. Then, in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, 
a new scientific field began to 
blossom. This interesting venture 
into the ancient past is called 
archaeology, and almost every 

Almighty Yahweh 
has not left 

Himself 
without 

witnesses in 
these last days, 

and if you 
are sincerely 
desirous of 

coming to a full 
and complete 

knowledge of the 
Truth of the 

Bible, you will 
be able to 

find it.
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year, new documents and arti-
facts were found which verified 
the historical records chronicled 
in the Old Testament. One of 
the startling new discoveries 
concerned how well the Name 
of Yahweh had been known and 
how frequently it had been used 
by the common people. Numer-
ous documents and inscriptions 
have been unearthed using the 
Sacred Name. Some of the most 
outstanding examples shall be 
presented here. 

The Moabite 
Stone 

The most commonly known 
inscription from ancient times 
is the Moabite Stone. This black 
basalt monument is about 3½ 
feet tall and 2 feet wide. Erected 
about 830 B.C.E. (Before Com-
mon Era), about 13 miles east of 
the Dead Sea and north of the 
Arnon River, it commemorates 
the victory of the Moabite King 
Mesha over Israel in a revolt 
after Ahab’s death. 

The Stone was discovered in 
1868 by a missionary. When 
Bedouins heard of the value, they 
broke it and sold its pieces sepa-
rately. The greatest importance 
of the Stone to most people is its 
basic agreement with the account 
of 2 Kings 3:4 in most points. The 
two accounts—though speaking 
of the same instance—have a 
slight difference in time. Mesha’s 
version was first recorded when 
he struck Israel, and, in triumph, 
the stone was erected. Just 
after this, Israel retaliated and 
destroyed Mesha and his army. 
One other important discovery is 
found on line 17-18 of the text, 
“I took from thence the vessels 
of YAHWEH and dragged them 
before Chemosh.” (Emphases ours 
throughout article.) The Name 

of Yahweh is spelled exactly as 
it is in the Old Testament. This 
proves that the Moabites knew 
the Name of Yahweh and that 
the nations around Israel were 
familiar with it. This Moabite 
Stone reveals conclusively that 
the Name Yahweh is the per-
sonal Name of the Mighty One 
of Israel, just as Chemosh was 
worshiped by the Moabites. 

The Lachish 
Letters 

The Lachish Letters, located 
in the ancient fortified town of 
Lachish in 1935, are military 
documents written between 
589-587 B.C.E. just before Nebu-
chadnczzar invaded Israel. After 
a two-year siege, he burned La-
chish. Twenty-one fragments, or 
ostraca, were found in the town, 
most of them in a gatehouse. 

These letters are highly im-
portant, because they list people, 
places, and events of the time 
as did the Moabite Stone. The 
astounding thing about them 
is that they frequently use the 
Name of Yahweh in a common 
manner, much as “the L-rd” is 
used today. Also, as in the text of 
the Moabite Stone, it is spelled 
the same way as in the Old Tes-
tament. We shall deal with six 
of the 21 ostraca. These are the 
largest and most complete, and 
only a few words are illegible. 
You must remember that these 
pieces of letters are over 2,500 
years old and were not rewritten, 
or translated, over the centuries 
as was the Bible. These words 
are exactly as written 25 cen-
turies ago! 

The Name is used in fragments 
ii, iii, iv, v, vi, and ix. The most 
common usage on these ostraca 
is in the greeting, “Yahweh give 
you to hear peaceable tidings.” 

This is used in all six fragments, 
although worded differently in 
some of them. Here you will find 
a quote of the translation of frag-
ment ii, so you may see how it is 
worded. This translation is from 
Syrian Semitic Inscriptions, 
Vol. 1, by John C. L. Gibson; © 
1971 Oxford University Press, 
page 37. 

1. To my lord Jaush, YAH-
WEH give 

2. my lord to hear peaceable 
tidings 

3. even this day, even this 
day. What is your servant 

4. but a dog that my lord 
remembers his 

5. servant? Let YAHWEH 
send an early sign! There 

6. is no other matter which 
you do not know about. 

The inscription is worded like 
a few verses from the Bible, all of 
the fragments are worded in this 
manner. Each fragment deals 
with a different subject, such 
as a conspiracy, or watching for 
fire beacons. 

On fragment ii, we find the 
Sacred Name of Yahweh used 
twice. First, in line 2 the same 
greeting mentioned above is 
written. In line 9, there is an 
oath in which the writer uses 
the phrase, “As YAHWEH lives.” 
Imagine the Name of Yahweh 
being used in a common oath! It 
surely was not a secret password 
of the temple priests, or a “magic 
word,” as some have ridiculed! 
In fragment i, another oath is 
written in lines 12-15 and is 
prefaced, “As YAHWEH your 
Mighty One lives....” So we are 
aware of Yahweh’s Name in two 
oaths! This is definite proof that 
Israel worshiped Yahweh. Please 
see Jeremiah 10:10. 
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The                  
Elephantine    

Papyri 
At the beginning of the 20th 

century, some papyri bearing 
writing in Aramaic were sold 
in Assuon, Egypt. It was later 
discovered that they came from 
an island in the Nile near that 
citv. Since the second world war, 
more papyri from Elephantine 
were found on the island and in 
private collections. Elephantine 
was a military colony like Lach-
ish. The papyri are dated from 
495-400 B.C.E. Some of them 
are legal documents, from which 
we can learn of the lives of the 
people through understanding 
their laws. 

The letters in which we are 
interested deal with the problems 
which the large Jewish commu-
nity on the island was having 
with their temple. Someone 
destroyed it, and, in the course 
of getting permission to rebuild 
it, several letters were written. 
We have translations of several 
of these letters and, through-
out, reference is made to “Yah’s 
temple.” One of the interesting 
items in this collection is called 
the “Passover Papyrus.” 

Tell Arad 
These ostraca all concern the 

business deals of a man named 
Eliashib, who was in charge of 
the government stores of oil, 
wine, and grain at Arad. One 
of these ostraca deals with a 
minor business transaction and 
a mutual acquaintance of whom 
it is said, “He is staying in the 
house of YAHWEH.” It is quite 
short and very unclear concern-
ing of whom, or what, the author 
wrote. In line 2, the greeting is 

written, “May YAHWEH ask for 
your peace.” In the book Syrian 
Semitic Inscriptions, op. cit., 
pg. 53, Dr. Gibson writes in the 
note on line 2: “The greeting, 
unlike those on the Lachish 
ostraca, is paralleled in the 
Bible (Genesis xliii:27; 1 Samuel 
x:4), though not with (Yahweh) 
as subject; it must have been 
carelessly so used in everyday 
speech.” The Name was “care-
lessly so used” in 580 B.C.E.! 
Again, archaeology proves that 
before the Babylonian Captivity 
there was no prohibition against 
using the Sacred Name Yahweh. 

Khirbet          
Beit Lei 

In 1961, some road construc-
tion workers found an ancient 
burial cave five miles cast of La-
chish. On the walls were carved 
several figures and several 
inscriptions. We have transla-
tions of the two most readable 
inscriptions, and both use the 
Name of Yahweh. They read: 

A. 1. YAHWEH is the (mighty 
one) of all the earth. The 

2. mountains of Judah belong 
to him, to the (mighty one) 
of Jerusalem. 

B. 1. The mount of Moriah 
thou hast favored, the 
dwelling of YAHWEH. 

Both of these sound like verses 
directly from a Psalm. By the 
style of writing, and also from 
the formation of the letters, they 
are dated from 500-400 B.C.E.

 Two Final   
Witnesses 

There are other places where 
the Name is found. One is in the 

ancient Fort Shalmaneser, or 
Nimrud. On a beautiful, small 
block of ivory, the Name Yahweh 
is found, also on the neck of a 
bottle the inscription “to Yah” 
was revealed. 

Proof           
Positive that 

“Yahweh” is the             
Pronunciation 

It can be proved conclusively 
from all of the seven witnesses 
that the Sacred Name of Yahweh 
can be pronounced YAHWEH and 
no other way! I would like you 
to try an experiment. Imagine 
that you cannot pronounce the 
letters “a”, “e” and “o” and try 
reading a page of a magazine 
out loud without pronouncing 
these letters. It can’t be done! 
Yet that is precisely what some 
people would have us do in the 
study of Hebrew! They would 
read and translate sentence after 
sentence of Hebrew, reading the 
yod (y) as ee, the hay ( h ) as ‘ah’ 
or ‘eh,’ and the waw (w) as ‘o’ or 
“u” and, yet, when they come to 
the Name of the Heavenly Father 
(hwh) comprised of these three 
letters, they forget (intention-
ally?) how to pronounce them! 
For example, Jaush, written as 
(cway) in Hebrew—note the yod 
(y) and the waw (w). The name is 
pronounced “ee-ah-u-sh,” Yahush. 
Here we find TWO of the letters 
in the Heavenly Father’s Name, 
and they both can be pronounced! 
The word “Moriah” is pronounced 
by many people and has yod-
hay (h y) at the end vocalized 
as “iah.” Notice that the vowels  
(h y) in “Moriah” make up the 
first half of the Name of Yahweh 
in Hebrew and are pronounced 
as “Yah” or “iah.” The hay (h), 
the last letter, is pronounced ‘eh’ 
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(short ‘e’) and not ‘ah’ (short ‘a’) 
since ‘oh’ is masculine and ‘ah’ 
would be feminine at the end of 
a word. 

So you see, if we can read and 
understand the text of these 
ancient documents, then we can 
pronounce the Sacred Name of 
Yahweh. Do we need any more 
substantiation than this to begin 
using the Sacred Name? How 
long will we halt (jump back and 
forth) between opinions? Delay 
could be dangerous! 

What Does            
It All Mean? 

Now you have reviewed the 
testimony of seven ancient 
witnesses. They have proven, 
beyond a doubt, that the Name 
of Yahweh was still in common 
usage as early as 830 B.C.E. 
and as late as 400 B.C.E. This 
evidence is of vital significance, 
because it refutes the argu-
ments of those who would have 
us believe that there was some 
superstitious prohibition against 
pronouncing it at that time. We 
appeal to you, as judge and jury, 
to render a verdict in favor of 
calling upon our Creator by His 
one, personal, revealed Sacred 
Name—Holy and Reverend is 
His Name (Psalm 111:9)! 

The foregoing article consti-
tutes only one tiny aspect of 
the monumental proof that we 
have accumulated relating to 
the importance of calling upon 
Yahweh by His True revealed, 
personal Name. If you have not 
read the other material we have 
available on this vital subject, 
we urge you to do so. It can be 
yours simply by writing to The 
Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box 
C, Bethel, PA 19507.  

Each year in the fall, in the seventh scriptural month, as com-
manded by our Heavenly Father, the Assemblies of Yahweh 
members gather to observe the Feast of Tabernacles in the 

United States and at various other sites around the world. Don’t 
miss this tremendous annual spiritual milestone. Write today for 

information about the 2019 Feast of Tabernacles.

How We Keep the 
Feast of Tabernacles

Worship, learning, and fellowship make this great, an-
nual pilgrim festival a special time in the life of the True 

Worshiper. The Narrow Way, 2018 Feast of Tabernacles 
Report—available in print and for viewing online—provides 

helpful information concerning how True Worshipers shall 
properly keep this important convocation. Don’t delay! Send 

your requests for this Assemblies of Yahweh publication, 
and also request information about how you can be 
included in this great, spiritual gathering in 2019.

“You shall keep the feast of tabernacles 
seven days, after you have gathered in from 

your threshing-floor and from your winepress.” 
(Deuteronomy 16:13).

Will You Answer 
Yahweh’s Call?

PO Box C • Bethel, PA 19507 • (717) 933-4518
www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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have free access to our Father 
in heaven. He communicates 
with us through His Word, and 
the members of the Body of the 
Messiah complete the dialogue 
through individual, personal 
prayer.

However, as the Body of the 
Messiah grows, organization and 
administration become necessary. 
While each person can read the 
Bible for himself, it must, nev-
ertheless, be taught by capable 
representatives called by our 
Father in heaven (Ephesians 
4:11-14). The tenets and com-
mandments that are laid down 
in the Bible must be enforced 
within the Assembly.

In addition, necessary rules 
regulating the stability of the 
Assembly can be added (for 
example: rules regulating fellow-
ship meals, care of the children 
by the parents, etc.). These rules 
are always based upon biblical 
principles. This position is con-
ferred upon Yahweh’s ordained 
ministers (1 Timothy 3:5 and 
Titus 1:10-11).

Congregations who follow the 
concept of local autonomy ha-
bitually lack consistent direction. 
This results from frequent chang-
es in leadership by an unstable 
element. Politics and competition 
for position cause attention to 
be diverted from spiritual goals 
to carnal and temporal desires 
of men who lack the Holy Spirit 
because they refuse to obey the 
Word  completely.

To overcome political infight-
ing, many groups will ordain 
anyone to ministerial positions, 
even if they have no congre-
gations to preach to! Soon a 

condition of “all chiefs and no 
Indians” prevails in congrega-
tions teaching local autonomy. 
We have summarized this in 
a truthful saying: “Elders who 
aren’t elders, bishops who aren’t 
bishops.” However, they have 
entered a trap, wherein if a 
minister is weak and returns 
to sins of the flesh, no one has 
the authority to remove his cre-
dentials! If a minister begins to 
doubt a point of doctrine, and 
will not take correction from 
the Word, who can correct him? 
If hard, strong decisions have 
to be made, these uneducated, 
unstable, and unknowledgeable 
men are unqualified and unpre-
pared to make these necessary 
decisions. Over a span of time, 
knowledge is belittled, and an 
atmosphere prevails wherein a 
nebulous teaching of “love” has 
replaced strong, sound doctrinal 
teaching, and ignorance becomes 
“chic.”

Thankfully, those who want 
stability realize that Yahweh 
is not the author of confusion 
(Babylon), and His Word teaches 
a systematic, rational and consis-
tent administrative structure for 
His Assembly. When they learn of 
the Assemblies of Yahweh, they 
are relieved to find Yahweh’s 
biblically ordained government 
in practice. Those who revel in 
being free from the constraints of 
Yahweh’s Law, who enjoy living a 
worldly life, dabbling in the sins 
of the flesh, and those who desire 
titles but are not qualified for 
position, quickly withdraw from 
this unity of fellowship because 
they truly despise Yahweh’s 
government. How will they sub-
mit to Yahshua in the  Kingdom 
when they won’t submit to His 
Word now? The obvious answer is 
that they have failed the earthly 
test, which will deny them eter-
nity. A description of these people 

is found in 2  Peter 2:10 and the 
book of Judah (Jude) 8.

Yahweh’s Government    
in Israel

After the demise of Moses, 
Yahshua (the general) was se-
lected to lead Israel into the 
Promised Land. The High Priest 
provided the religious stability 
for the nation, and he occupied 
a position of absolute author-
ity as Yahweh’s supreme judge 
(Deuteronomy 17:8-13). As the 
nation of Israel grew, Almighty 
Yahweh worked through various 
judges, and these also were re-
sponsible only to Yahweh. Finally, 
Israel prevailed upon Samuel 
to install a king over them (1 
Samuel 8). Saul, David, and 
Solomon reigned over a united 
Israel, but when Rehoboam came 
to the throne, the ten northern 
tribes of Israel rebelled against 
his authority. Thereafter, Israel 
was separated into two kingdoms 
until the captivity of each nation. 
The northern 10 tribes were 
known as the House of Israel; the 
two southern tribes as the House 
of Judah (1 Samuel 11:29-32, 
1 Kings 12:19-20, 2 Chronicles 
10:16-19, 11:1-4, 13, 17). 

There were times in the his-
tory of Israel when the worship of 
the Most High was decentralized. 
During such periods, it became 
obvious that the worship of the 
Almighty Yahweh, our Father in 
heaven, suffered severely. One 
such period of time occurred just 
prior to the reign of Hezekiah. 
Ahaz, his father, went in the 
direction of local autonomy and 
the worship of Yahweh virtually 
disintegrated.

“And Ahaz gathered to-
gether the vessels of the house 
of Elohim, and cut in pieces 
the vessels of the house of 
Elohim, and shut up the doors 
of the house of Yahweh; and 

Continued from page 6.
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he made for himself altars 
in every corner of Jerusalem. 
And in every city of Judah 
he made high places to burn 
incense to other elohim, and 
provoked Yahweh, the Elohim 
of his fathers to anger.” (2 
Chronicles 28:24-25). 

This policy caused the effec-
tiveness of Yahweh’s worship 
to be minimized until Heze-
kiah realized that our Father in 
heaven wishes to have a united 
worship to maintain all of His 
people in one accord. The king 
called all the sincere Israelites 
to Jerusalem for the observance 
of the Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread in the second 
month of the sacred year. An in-
spired time of rejoicing resulted 
(2 Chronicles 30).

In chapter 31, Hezekiah re-
structured the courses of the 
priests and the Levites. Signifi-
cantly, he also commanded that 
all of the tithes and offerings 
of Israel should be collected at 
the Temple in Jerusalem. This 
gathering resulted in gigantic 
heaps of contributions being 
received, and Azariah, the chief 
priest of the family of Zadok, said, 
“… Since the people began to 
bring the oblations into the 
house of Yahweh, we have 
eaten and had enough, and 
have left plenty for Yahweh 
has blessed his people; and 
that which is left is this great 
store.” (2 Chronicles 31:10). 

Without a doubt, Malachi 3:8-
12 reflects this biblical policy of 
unified worship, one centralized 
storehouse for Yahweh’s offer-
ings, and a doctrinally unified 
Assembly.

But notice how the Assyrian 
Rabshakeh tried to use Heze-
kiah’s zeal for unified worship 
to implant doubts in the minds 
of the people of Judah. “Is not 
Hezekiah misleading you, to 

give you over to die by fam-
ine and by thirst, saying, 
Yahweh our Elohim will de-
liver us out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria? Has not the 
same Hezekiah taken away 
his high places and his al-
tars, and commanded Judah 
and Jerusalem, saying, You 
shall worship BEFORE ONE 
ALTAR, and upon it shall 
you burn incense? Do you not 
know what I and my fathers 
have done to all the peoples 
of the land? Were the elohim 
of the nations of the lands 
in any wise able to deliver 
their land out of my hand? 
Who was there among all the 
elohim of those nations which 
my fathers utterly destroyed, 
that could deliver his people 
out of my hand, that your 
Elohim should be able to de-
liver you out of my hand? Now 
therefore do not let Hezekiah 
deceive you, nor persuade you 
after this manner, neither 
believe him; for no Eloah of 
any nation or kingdom was 
able to deliver his people 
out of my hand, and out of 
the hand of my fathers: how 
much less shall your Elohim 

deliver you out of my hand?” 
(2 Chronicles 32:11-15). See also 
2 Kings 18:19-26. (In a similar 
manner, unconverted men in the 
past have spoken against Elder 
Jacob O. Meyer to cast doubt 
against his zeal for a doctrinally 
unified Assemblies of Yahweh.)

One Body
When Yahshua the Messiah 

was here on this earth, He 
prayed for unity among His dis-
ciples in His great high-priestly 
prayer of John 17. Let us exam-
ine several verses. “And I am 
no more in the world, and 
these are in the world, and I 
come to you. Holy Father, keep 
them in your name which you 
have given me, that they may 
be one, even as we are… that 
they may all be one; even as 
you, Father, are in me, and 
I in you, that they also may 
be in us: that the world may 
believe that you did send me. 
And the glory which you have 
given me I have given to them; 
that they may be one, even as 
we are one; I in them, and 
you in me, that they may be 
perfected into one; that the 
world may know that you 
did send me, and loved them, 
even as you loved me.” (John 
17:11, 21-23). 

Obviously, our Savior, Yahshua 
the Messiah, wanted His Body 
to be one (unified) and in one 
accord. This is not to say that 
Yahshua was in the least ecu-
menical. He was not. During His 
ministry, He could have com-
promised and remained within 
Judaism. However, He sought to 
unify His infinitesimally small 
Body of believers (twelve dis-
ciples) as one in doctrine and in 
the Name of Yahweh Elohim, our 
Father in heaven. In fact, some of 
Yahshua’s believers were cast out 
of the synagogues (John 9:34).

Yahshua sought 
to unify His 

infinitesimally 
small Body of 

believers (twelve 
disciples) as one 
in doctrine and 
in the Name of 

Yahweh Elohim, 
our Father in 

heaven. 
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The Apostle Paul in 1 Corin-
thians 1:10 warns the brethren 
that there should be no divisions 
among them. “Now I beseech 
you, brethren, through the 
name of  our Sovereign 
Yahshua the Messiah, that 
you all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that you be 
PERFECTED TOGETHER IN 
THE SAME MIND AND IN 
THE SAME JUDGMENT.” This 
thought is continued through-
out the epistles of Paul. Note 
especially what he says in 1 
Corinthians chapters 3, 11, and 
12. This local Assembly appears 
in your Bible as a type to present 
solutions to problems confront-
ing the Assemblies of Yahweh 
in these latter times. Since the 
members of that Assembly had 
come from varied ethnic, social, 
and religious backgrounds, Paul 
called upon them to build and 
maintain a unified Assembly. We 
must do the same today!

In Ephesians 4:1-7, Paul 
strongly points out that there 
is a completely unified Body of 
believers. Yahshua has but one 
Body (not many), because there 
is one Father, one Messiah, one 
Holy Spirit. The Elohim family is 
a united Body. “I therefore, the 
prisoner of Yahweh, beseech 
you that you walk worthily 
of the calling with which you 
were called, with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuf-
fering, forbearing one another 
in love; giving diligence to 
keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. There 
is ONE body, and ONE Spirit, 
even as you were also called 
in ONE hope of your calling: 
ONE Master, ONE faith, ONE 
baptism, ONE El and Father 
of all, who is over all, and 
through all, and in all. But 
to each one of us was the 

grace given according to the 
measure of the gift of the Mes-
siah,” Ephesians 4:1-7. (Note the 
seven “ones” in this passage that 
we emphasized.) 

“Hear, O Israel: Yahweh is 
our Elohim, Yahweh is ONE: 
and you shall love Yahweh 
your Elohim with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your might. 
And these words, which I 
command you this day, shall 
be upon your heart.” (Deuter-
onomy 6:4-6). 

It is the Holy Spirit that must 
bring us into one accord in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh. “For 
as the body is one, and has 
many members, and all the 
members of the body, being 
many, are one body; so also 
is the Messiah. For in one 
spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether bond or free; 
and were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 
12:12-13). 

Let us also notice Romans 12. 

In verses 4 and 5, we see once 
again that there is only one 
Body and that the Holy Spirit 
imparts gifts to every member to 
build up (edify) that Body. “For 
even as we have many mem-
bers in one body, and all the 
members have not the same 
office: so we, who are many, 
are one body in the Messiah, 
and severally members one 
of another.”

When the Assemblies of 
Yahweh was chartered and in-
augurated in 1969, it was the 
intention of all the brethren 
involved in founding this orga-
nization to keep the Assemblies 
of Yahweh completely unified. 
We had seen the confusion that 
was rampant among other Sacred 
Name groups. There were many 
different standards, a veritable 
host of conflicting doctrines, and 
various methods of operation. 
We, therefore, realized that we 
could never unite all the groups 
using the Sacred Name. How can 
two walk together in unity except 
they be agreed? See Amos 3:3. 
But the Messiah is not divided 
in His true  Assembly (1 Corin-
thians 1:13).

It was the sole intention of 
those who inaugurated the As-
semblies of Yahweh, to unite only 
those people using the Sacred 
Name who wanted to be unified 
in sound doctrine and live by 
every word which the mouth of 
Yahweh had spoken. We realized 
that our aim must be quality 
and not quantity. By liberal-
izing the doctrines and opening 
the doors to just anyone and 
their ideas, we could have gained 
huge numbers of people over 
the years (and probably avoided 
some difficulties). Conversely, by 
steadfastly committing ourselves 
to sound doctrine and resolutely 
enforcing the scriptural tenets, 
the Assemblies of Yahweh has 

Yahshua has but 
one Body 

(not many), 
because there is 

one Father, 
one Messiah, 

one Holy Spirit. 
The Elohim 
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greatly grown in strength from 
that initial seed.

One prophecy that we made at 
that time has come true: If we 
proceed with this organization, 
the leadership will be severely 
attacked. It has certainly hap-
pened! However, let us notice 
what Yahweh says about that. 
“No weapon that is formed 
against you shall prosper; 
and every tongue that shall 
rise against you in judgment 
you shall condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants 
of Yahweh, and their righ-
teousness which is of me, 
says Yahweh.” (Isaiah 54:17). 
Yahweh’s true ministers will 
always “cry aloud and spare not” 
(Isaiah 58:1).

New Testament Ranks    
of Eldership

Moses, in the wilderness, 
served as an autocratic leader, 
the judge of Israel. This position 
was later filled by high priests, 
judges, or kings—each one ac-
countable only to Yahweh. The 
New Testament Assembly orga-
nization is based upon a similar 
system.

Yahshua the Messiah is the 
head of the modern Apostolic 
Assembly. He chose twelve dis-
ciples while here on this earth. 
He did not merely choose them 
and send them on their way to 
preach, but He put them through 
an intense period of education 
over the span of three and a 
half years. The word disciple in 
Greek is mathetes and it means 
a learner or a pupil. In Hebrew 
it is found in Isaiah 8:16, where 
the word is limmude, meaning 
one who is instructed.

Just as Yahshua the Messiah 
instructed His disciples, Paul 
told Titus that those who are 
ordained into the ministry must 
first be instructed. “Holding 

to the faithful word which 
is ACCORDING TO THE 
TEACHING, that he may 
be able both to exhort in 
the sound doctrine, and to 
convict the gainsayers. For 
there are many unruly men, 
vain talkers and deceivers, 
especially they of the circum-
cision, whose mouths must 
be stopped; men who over-
throw whole houses, teaching 
things which they ought not, 
for filthy lucre’s sake.” (Titus 
1:9-11). 

When the Assemblies of 
Yahweh organization was 
launched in 1969, as I wrote 
the Statement of Doctrine, I 
recognized the need for educating 
the ordained elders in the Truth. 
One of the paragraphs of the 
Statement of Doctrine reads 
as follows: “Ministers of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh shall 
meet all scriptural qualifica-
tions. It shall be the policy 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh 
to choose able ministers who 
are elders in the faith, from 
the Assembly. Those men will 
then be required to attend 
a Bible training school at 
headquarters. Preaching min-
isters shall be men, since the 
Scriptures exclude women 
from this office.”

Special education has always 
been necessary to ensure a stable 
ministry. You will remember that 
the Levites in the Temple and the 
priests served from the ages of 30 
to 50 (Numbers 8:24-26). David 
began numbering the Levites 
at the age of 20. Please see 1 
Chronicles 23:27. The Levitical 
priests most probably began their 
education at the age of 20 or 
25 years and for 10 years were 
educated so that they could do 
the full service from the age of 
30 to 50. Thereafter, they were 
considered advisors and teachers 

of the young men. Do you see how 
such a system would maintain a 
very stable worship? It is faith-
fully at work, serving Almighty 
Yahweh Elohim and Yahshua the 
Messiah in this modern time, in 
the reconstituted Messianic As-
semblies of Yahweh organization. 

The Hebrew word for prophet, 
nabii, does not merely mean one 
who prophesies future events, but 
it means an inspired preacher, or 
one who speaks for Yahweh. This 
is how the word prophet is used 
in 1 Corinthians 14.

There is also the term sons of 
the prophets that is found in the 
Old Testament. For example, 1 
Samuel 19:20 designates this 
group as a company of prophets. 
It was so called because it was a 
college, or collection, a convoca-
tion, or gathering of students to 
learn the Word of Yahweh from 
the teaching of the knowledge-
able prophet. The sons of the 
prophets mentioned in 2 Kings 
chapter 2 relate to this school of 
the prophets. The term indicates 
that the sons of the prophets are 
young men (or younger in the 
Faith) who sit to be taught by an 
older man who is the preacher 
of the Word. Therefore, the term 
sons of the prophets becomes the 
designation in Hebrew for the 
ministerial training school.

The educational institution 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh—
Obadiah School of the Bible—is 
patterned along these lines. Bible 
is the foremost subject that is 
taught. Secondarily, we concen-
trate upon communication of 
Yahweh’s Word—English, He-
brew, Greek, Systematic Bible 
Study, as well as the practical 
applications of the ministry 
such as Pastoral Counseling 
and Homiletics. This is how the 
inspired Scriptures have taught 
us to prepare leaders for service 
in Yahweh’s vineyard.  



PERIODICAL

Reading, PA

WMLK, the Assemblies of Yahweh international shortwave radio station, 
is currently being updated and improved. 

A new, state-of-the-art transmitter is being built that will incorporate the latest technology that 
will deliver a clear, crisp sound with the greatest efficiency available. As we all know, electricity 

costs have greatly increased; consequently, the higher efficiency will allow us to broadcast 
more—for less money. Also, the new transmitter will broadcast at 300,000 watts of power, and, 
in this way, MOST OF THE INHABITED AREAS OF THE WORLD WILL BE COVERED WITH 
THIS END-TIME MESSAGE THROUGH THE POWERFUL SIGNAL OF WMLK RADIO, 

in fulfillment of the prophecy of Matthew 24:14. 
“And these good tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world 

for a testimony to all the nations; and then shall the end come.”

For more information on how you can help to fulfill the Great Commission, write to 
Assemblies of Yahweh, PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507, or log on to www.assembliesofyahweh.com or WMLK.net.

If Almighty Yahweh lays this need upon your heart, and you desire to join us in this 
endeavor, we pray that His richest blessing will be upon you.

Help to Fulfill the
Great Commission!

Into All the World!


