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1  A Comprehensive Interpretation of Philadelphia
What is the character of Philadelphia? While religious organizations believe 

they personify the Philadelphia Assembly, it is proven performance that really 
counts. Philadelphia‑type people have the zeal to repent, to change, to conform 
to Bible teachings and implement the Kingdom way of life. They are zealous to 
repent, to change, and to be converted, so that they can conform to Yahweh’s 
way of life. If we love Yahweh as He loved us, if we love the Messiah as He 
has loved us, if we love those who are in the Faith as we should, then we can 
personify the Philadelphia attitude and spirit. 

14  How to Study the Bible
One of the most positive ways of proving the veracity of the Scriptures is by 

showing fulfillment of Bible prophecy. A harmony of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation will be achieved by diligent Bible study. Constant reading of the 
Scriptures is a vital step to understanding the Scriptures and to sound Bible 
study. “Every Scripture Yahweh-breathed is also profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: 
that the man of Yahweh may be complete, furnished completely to every 
good work,” 2 Timothy 3:16‑17.

18  Radio Message:
Philadelphia or Laodicea?
Philadelphia is zealous to repent, to obey, to conform to Yahweh’s way of 

life. Laodicea, however, is lukewarm, worldly, not having in their hearts the 
driving passion to obey Yahweh. Laodicea does not eagerly accept and try to 
obey the Word of Yahweh as the final authority in their daily lives. While the 
Philadelphia Assembly receives a commendation from Yahshua the Messiah, 
Laodicea receives a call to repentance, “As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent,” Revelation 3:19.

Perched on a rock in the desert, the 
Nubian Ibex makes its home in remote 
rocky mountainous regions of the Holy 
Land. Known in the Scriptures as the 
wild goat—yael in Hebrew—they are 
noted for their ability to survive in these 
treacherous and seemingly uninhabitable 
areas. “The high mountains are for 
the wild goats...,” (Psalm 104:18a).

When Yahshua the Messiah returns 
in all His glory, He will gather all 
nations, separating the sheep from 
the goats, Matthew 25:31‑33. When 
Yahshua comes to reward His servants, 
only those faithful ones will hear the 
commendation: “Well done, good and 
faithful servant: you have been 
faithful over a few things, I will set 
you over many things; enter into the 
joy of your Master.” (Matthew 25:23). 
An active faith that is united with 
works of righteousness (as described 
in Jacob 1‑2) will be rewarded by 
our Savior. “ . . . Come, you blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
. . . ,” (Matthew 25:34a). Will this be 
your reward?
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 “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of 
Yahweh, to present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to Yahweh, which is your spiritu-
al service. And be not fashioned 
according to this world: but be 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove 
what is the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of Yahweh.

“For I say, through the grace 
that was given me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think 
of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but so to think 
as to think soberly, according as 
Yahweh has dealt to each man a 

measure of faith. For even as we 
have many members in one body, 
and all the members have not the 
same office: so we, who are many, 
are one body in the  Messiah, 
and severally members one of 
another. And having different 
gifts according to the grace 
given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the 
proportion of our faith; or min-
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istry, let us give ourselves to our 
ministry; or he that teaches, to 
his teaching; or he that exhorts, 
to his exhorting: he that gives, 
let him do it with liberality; he 
that rules, with diligence; he that 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

“Let love be without hypoc-
risy. Hate that which is evil; 
cling to that which is good. In 
love of the brethren be tenderly 
affectionate one to another; in 
honor preferring one another; 
in diligence not slothful; fer-
vent in spirit; serving Yahweh; 
rejoicing in hope; patient in 
tribulation; continuing stead-
fastly in prayer; communicating 
to the necessities of the saints; 
given to hospitality. Bless them 
that persecute you; bless, and 
curse not. Rejoice with them 
that rejoice; weep with them 
that weep. Be of the same mind 
one toward another. Set not 
your mind on high things, but 
condescend to things that are 
lowly. Be not wise in your own 
conceits. Render to no man evil 
for evil. Take thought for things 
honorable in the sight of all 
men. If it is possible, as much 
as in you lies, be at peace with 
all men. Avenge not yourselves, 
beloved, but give place to the 
wrath of Elohim: for it is writ-
ten, vengeance belongs to me; I 
will repay, says Yahweh. But if 
your enemy hunger, feed him; if 
he thirst, give him to drink: for 
in so doing you shall heap coals 
of fire upon his head. Do not be 
overcome with evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” (Romans 12:1-21). 

The 1995 Feast of Tabernacles 
observance here at Bethel comprised 
two major learning principles in 
its lessons. During the feast, it ap-
peared that the lessons were being 
well absorbed by the assembled 
throng of True Worshipers. However, 
there remain several illustrations 
that would prevent a watchful ob-
server from labeling the Assemblies 
of Yahweh as being the modern-day 
personification and fulfillment of the 

Philadelphia Assembly described in 
Revelation 3:7-13.

We remember that the two major 
principles being taught at the feast 
were: (1) BUILDING THE ASSEM-
BLIES OF YAHWEH (which was the 
theme of the feast) and (2) BACK 

TO BASICS. Planning for the future 
necessitated that this principle—
back to basics—serves as one of our 
lessons, because of circumstances 
confronting this organization. These 
two major principles comprising our 
theme produced an atmosphere on 
the feast grounds that seemingly 
brought out the Philadelphia spirit 
as never before.

The pilot passage, found in Ro-
mans 12, incorporates many of the 
principles also set forth in Rev-
elation 3:7-13. Paul, the author of 
Romans, in many ways illustrates 
for us what it means to learn Phila-
delphia ways and practices. It was 
not merely to convey the lessons 
for that time two millennia ago, 
but, additionally, the need to bear 
good fruit that remains valid for 
our time. We must apply each one 
of the instructions that emerged so 
clearly from this passage.

What is a 
Philadelphia Attitude?
I would like to have us consider 

Romans chapter 12 more thoroughly 

before going on to Revelation 3. 
There are 12 main points contained 
in Romans chapter 12 that teach 
us what it means to be good Phila-
delphia members of the end-time 
Assembly.

The first point is “ . . . to 
present your bodies a living 
sacrifice . . . ” (Romans 12:1). 
Not only is our physical body to be 
dedicated as an unblemished sac-
rifice to Yahweh, but this purifying 
act of devotion additionally becomes 
a spiritual service. To separate 
ourselves from this worldly system 
becomes vital if our spiritual ser-
vice will be acceptable to Almighty 
Yahweh. Obedience to the Covenant 
of Yahweh sets us apart from people 
of this world. We must not become 
friendly with the world, although 
we must live in the world.

I was listening some time ago 
to someone who described going to 
Jerusalem and visiting leaders of 
the Wacht (the Moslem authority 
that has control over the Temple 
Mount at the present time). It was 
impossible to tell whether this in-
dividual was a Jew or not, but he 
was an American. He remarked, 
while talking to this Moslem reli-
gious leader, that he respects the 
Arab family attitude, because the 
Moslems constantly concentrate 
attention upon the family. His com-
ments provoked an agitated response 
from this particular official with 
whom he was in conversation. The 
Wacht official jumped up and mo-
tioned him over to a window in his 
office, and he said, “Look at this!” He 
pointed out toward a sea of rooftops 
of buildings that were undoubtedly 
hundreds of years old. This official 
said, “Do you see what I see? Do 
you see the television antennas all 
over the area of Jerusalem that is 
occupied by the Palestinian Arabs? 
Your American brand of television is 
today corrupting our Arab families!”

The second point, as set forth in 
verse 2, is transformation. Your mind 
must be renewed to comprehend 
Yahweh’s Will completely. “And 
be not fashioned according to 

Not only is our 
physical body to 
be dedicated as 
an unblemished 

sacrifice to Yahweh, 
but this purifying 

act of devotion 
additionally 

becomes a spiritual 
service.
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this world: but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect 
will of Yahweh.” (Romans 12:2). 
Be not fashioned according to this 
world, but be transformed, Paul 
instructs. A transformation is a 
change, a new form, something that 
brings you across into a different 
place, or atmosphere, from where 
you had been previously. Obviously, 
the intended meaning is to come 
across from the worldly life to live 
the Kingdom way of life. Actually, 
that is the implication of the term 
in Hebrew (to cross over).

The minds of the people of this 
world have become very corrupted 
and evil. Therefore, it is necessary 
that those who would embark upon 
the narrow way of conversion be 
renewed—brought to the new point 
again. That is what the cleansing 
water of baptism is designed to 
impress upon us. Baptism shows 
us that we must take on a new 
outlook, a scripturally proper vision 
of the future. The old, unconverted 
attitudes of the past are dead and 
gone. A totally new life now lies be-
fore us, because we must prove by 
our conversion what is the good and 
acceptable Will of Yahweh. Our car-
nal, self-centered will can no longer 
dominate our life; conversely, to fulfill 
and conform to the Will of Yahweh 
must be our utmost, central desire.

The third point we encounter is 
humility. The arrogance of most 
people in this modern world is ab-
solutely inconceivable to me. People 
were much more humble when I 
was a youth. What are they today? 
“For I say, through the grace 
that was given me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think 
of himself more highly than he 
ought to think . . . ” (Romans 
12:3a).

We, as humans, are not the Al-
mighty. Sometimes worldly people do 
imagine themselves to be the Most 
High, however. As one local person 
remarked, “You put power in the 
hands of a bureaucrat today, and 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: and I give to them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them out of my hand.”
(John 10:27‑28).
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he thinks he is the Almighty!” The 
character of such people becomes 
arrogant. They start thinking of 
themselves as “all mighty.” Some 
physicians, leaders of national gov-
ernments, law enforcement officers, 
and regulators, with the power that 
they hold over your life, begin to 
imagine that they are invincible.

We must think of ourselves in 
the same way that the rabbis of 
Judaism have long taught—to know 
where you came from—a putrid 
drop—then to know where you are 
going—to a place of worms and all 
corruption. We cannot confront, or 
believe we could dominate, Almighty 
Yahweh. We are nobody, nothing, 
in the sight of Yahweh. We are 
Yahweh’s creation. As we learn the 
Kingdom way of life, let us always 
exercise humility as did Yahshua 
the Messiah. Humility is certainly 
an overwhelming characteristic of 
Philadelphia.

The fourth point is found in the 
second half of verse 3, “ . . . but so 
to think as to think soberly, ac-
cording as Yahweh has dealt to 
each man a measure of faith.” 
Faith to practice the instructions 
of the sacred Scriptures is of prime 
importance in the life of the believer. 
Hebrews chapter 11 and the book of 
Jacob (James) are filled with lessons 
on faith. The Old Testament texts 
contain many lessons on faith, be-
cause those patriarchs and prophets 
were men of faith who knew where 
they were going, what their mission 
was, and they were SERVANTS 
of Yahweh. This calling humbled 
them. It did not lead them into an 
arrogant attitude in their fulfillment 
of Yahweh’s calling, but it motivated 
them toward humility, soberness, 
seriousness, and faith.

Then in verse 4, we find the fifth 
point: one Body. “For even as we 
have many members in ONE 
BODY, and all the members 
have not the same office . . . ” 
What is our responsibility but to 
strive toward perfect unity in one 
Body? If all the members do not 
have the same office, what then is 

their shared responsibility? It is to 
obey Yahweh’s Covenant Law in 
keeping His commandments and 
to provide an example, both to the 
brotherhood and to the world, that 
illustrates the one undivided Body 
of the Messiah. We should clearly 

demonstrate to the world that we 
live the Biblical way of life. The 
Elohim family that is called by the 
Name of Yahweh must be echad 
(one) (Deuteronomy 6:4).

In verse 5 we find, “So we, who 
are many, are one body in the 
Messiah, and severally members 
one of another. And having dif-
ferent gifts according to the 
grace given to us . . . ” (Romans 
12:5b-6a). The sixth point is faith-
fully fulfilling our assigned 
responsibility.

If we are fully united in one Body, 
then this organization will function 
like an organism that is created for 
a purpose. Each one of us becomes 
a component, but each one of us is 
responsible to do our part to hold 
the rest of the Body together. Each 
one of us will be performing that 
service for ourselves, being a part, 
yet maintaining unity.

The seventh point is love. “Let 
love be without hypocrisy . . . ” 
(Romans 12:9a). Love must be un-
pretended love, or unhypocritical 
love. It is a special kind of love that 
manifests itself spontaneously and 

sincerely. It is a love that resides 
in the heart, but emerges with a 
desire to show affection.

I have said on many occasions, I 
do not believe that all the members 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh know 
just how much I love them, but, 
additionally, I love the lost people 
of this world. If only I could get 
through to the hearts of worldly 
people how much they need salva-
tion, then my love and efforts would 
be fulfilled. Can we do that? The 
Holy Spirit of Yahweh must soften 
stony hearts so people will begin 
to learn and question; otherwise, 
their decision is to maintain the 
status quo, and they will do nothing 
more to obey Yahweh. Love must 
be without hypocrisy. That is the 
Philadelphia type of love which you 
find described in verse 10. To per-
sonify Philadelphia, we must seek 
to generate this kind of love in our 
midst. See John 13:34-35.

Point eight is to hate evil.
“ . . . Hate that which is evil; cling 
to that which is good.” (Romans 
12:9b). When we come into Yahweh’s 
true Faith, we must “hate” evil. 
Psalm 50:16-23 reveals that concept 
very clearly. When we enter into the 
Covenant with Yahweh, then we must 
hate that which is evil. We cannot love 
Yahweh (the good) unless we truly 
hate the evil. See also Psalm 36:1-4.

Let us understand that the un-
hypocritical agape, which is the 
spontaneous love Paul discusses in 
1 Corinthians chapter 13, causes 
us to hate the evil, and that causes 
us then to continue in the direction 
of point nine—forming that special 
Philadelphia bond. “In love of the 
brethren be tenderly affectionate 
one to another; in honor prefer-
ring one another.” (Romans 12:10).

As we continue to read down 
through the passage, we find 
that point 10 is to put all of the 
above into practice in our lives, 
whether in a festal relationship at 
the holy convocations, or in our 
daily lives in the mundane world. 
“ . . . In diligence not sloth-
ful; fervent in spirit; s erving 

As we learn the 
Kingdom way 
of life, let us 

always exercise 
humility as did 

Yahshua the 
Messiah.
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Yahweh; rejoicing in hope; pa-
tient in tribulation;  continuing 
steadfastly in prayer . . . ” 
(Romans 12:11-12). Each one of 
these righteous character traits 
can be found in the Philadelphia 
relationship.

Point 11 is never avenge your-
self. “Avenge not yourselves, 
beloved, but give place to the 
wrath of Elohim: for it is written, 
vengeance belongs to me; I will 
repay, says Yahweh.” (Romans 
12:19). We must always speak out, 
be watchful, and take a strong stand 
against sin. We should, however, 
take no vengeful action when we 
are wronged. That is the difference 
between Yahweh’s people and those 
who personify this worldly system. 
This worldly system suggests, “If 
you do something to me, then I 
am going to do it back to you—and 
much worse.”

Point 12 tells us: that in each 
one of these Philadelphia-type 
characteristics, we should reach 
out even to our enemies. “But if 
your enemy hunger, feed him; if 
he thirst, give him to drink: for 
in so doing you shall heap coals 
of fire upon his head. Do not be 
overcome with evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” (Romans 12:20-21). 
This is what we strive to do.

Philadelphia or 
Laodicea?

What really could be understood 
as the Philadelphia attitude? What 
is the character of Philadelphia? Let 
us take a look at Revelation chapter 
3. I want to point out at the very 
beginning that the name Laodicea 
represents somewhat of the converse 
and contrast to the term Philadel-
phia. Philadelphia stands for love 
(love among the brethren). Laodicea 
stands for judgment (judgment of 
the people). The difference then is 
that Philadelphia receives blessing 
while Laodicea receives judgment.

What element comprises the one 
major difference between these two 
Assemblies? The answer to this 

question is found in verse 19. “As 
many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent.” Here is the comment 
from one who truly loves—Yahshua 
the Messiah. The difference between 
Laodicea and Philadelphia is that 

Philadelphia-type people have the 
zeal to repent, to change, to con-
form to the Bible teachings and 
implement the Kingdom way of 
life. When the members of the As-
semblies of Yahweh (Philadelphia) 
are instructed, they are immediately 
zealous to repent, to change, and 
to be converted, so that they can 
conform to Yahweh’s way of life.

Laodicea, however, is lukewarm. 
The Laodicean people are worldly, 
not having in their hearts the 
driving passion to obey Yahweh. 
Such a complacent attitude will 
eventually take them into the lake 
of fire. Laodicea obviously has 
serious problems in that they do 
not recognize who is speaking to 
them, but those of Philadelphia 
do. Laodicea does not eagerly ac-
cept and try to obey the Word of 
Yahweh as the final authority in 
the practice of their daily lives, 
but members of the Philadelphia 
Assembly do! In other words, the 
Laodiceans do not fully love the 
Word of Yahweh, but Philadelphia 
does!

The Philadelphia Assembly 
receives the commendation from 
Yahshua the Messiah as one 
of His True Assemblies. There 
are only two Assemblies in Rev-
elation chapters 2 and 3 that 
are commended. Philadelphia 
receives what I consider to be 
the greater commendation, and 
the other  Assembly is Smyrna. 
Beginning in Revelation 2:8, ap-
pears a similar message, in some 
respects, to what is found in the 
Philadelphia passage, but the 
people of Smyrna do not receive 
the protection that Philadelphia 
is offered. Rather, they are turned 
over to tribulation and become 
martyrs. Perhaps they needed 
tribulation to impel them to be 
more dedicated. “The synagogue 
of Satan” refers to those that 
say they are Jews (worshipers 
of Yahweh), but are not, and this 
remark also is found in the letter 
to Philadelphia (Revelation 3:9).

Smyrna is derived from the 
word for myrrh, and it has the 
connotation of bitterness. The 
Philadelphia Assembly, from 
beginning to end, receives com-
mendation. The term Philadelphia 
comprises a proper noun in the 
New Testament, but it also, in 
some passages, serves as a com-
mon noun. As a proper noun, it 
identifies a certain city in a cer-
tain location in Asia Minor. As a 
common noun, the term is used 
to represent the prime example of 
a converted character type. This 
term philadelphia appears in the 
Greek New Testament texts seven 
times—five times as a common 
noun and twice as the proper noun.

The term philadelphia was 
indicated in Romans 12:10. “In 
love of the brethren be tenderly 
affectionate one to another; in 
honor preferring one another.” 
The phrase “In love of the breth-
ren” is the word “philadelphia” 
in the Greek text. Love of the 
brethren could be an instruction, 
but what about the group that is 
trying to personify Philadelphia? 

Laodicea does not 
eagerly accept 

and try to obey the 
Word of Yahweh as 
the final authority 
in the practice of 
their daily lives, 
but members of 

the Philadelphia 
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In Philadelphia, in the group who 
lives in the last days, those with 
the Philadelphia personality will 
be tenderly affectionate one to 
another and, in honor, preferring 
one another.

Strive To Be Philadelphia
The Assemblies of Yahweh today 

is striving to be Philadelphia, not 
that we have already attained, or 
were already perfect, but that is 
our goal, our example, and pattern 
to follow. We are given all of these 
additional attributes throughout 
the Bible that we shall pursue and 
put into practice. These attributes 
are all good, exhibiting a converted 
character, and are practiced by 
those of Philadelphia.

“But concerning love of the 
brethren you have no need that 
one write to you: for you your-
selves are taught by Yahweh to 
love one another.” (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:9). “Let brotherly love 
continue. Do not forget to show 
love to strangers: for in this 
manner some have entertained 
angels unawares.” (Hebrews 
13:1-2). In these two preceding 
passages that we quoted, the 
term is philadelphia, just as it 
is in 1 Peter 1:22. “Seeing you 
have purified your souls in your 
obedience to the truth to the un-
feigned love of the brethren, love 
one another from the heart fer-
vently.” Purification of our lives, 
so we may be a spiritual people, is 
mandatory if we will ever attain 
to the desired character of phila-
delphia. Remember that this term 
is the common noun as it appears 
in these passages. When you read 
the word “Philadelphia,” each 
one of these terms applies to the 
spiritual group that exists at the 
end of the age and that is striving 
to put into practice all the prin-
ciples of the sacred Scriptures. 
These people are trying to apply 
the Truth of the holy Scriptures, 
so they will produce the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit. The term #5360, 

philadelphia, means fraternal 
affection, as it is defined in the 
Greek Dictionary of Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance of 
the Bible. Fraternal obviously 
means brotherly. Philadelphia 
is brotherly affection or family 

affection. The term agape is a 
general term. The root of the 
term philadelphia brings to our 
attention a more specific love—a 
“brotherly love.” Phileo, #5368, 
is translated love every time it 
is used in the scriptural texts.

In 2 Peter 1:7 we read, “And in 
your holiness brotherly kindness; 
and in your brotherly kindness 
love.” Paul tells us to add one to the 
other. Start stacking up these spiri-
tual building blocks of a converted 
character, and the Philadelphia at-
titude and character results.

You must first construct a good 
foundation under a building. If you 
are going to construct a building, 
it cannot be built on sand, or it 
will collapse. You have to build on 
something solid. Yahshua tells us 
that anyone who builds his house 
on the sand will find tragedy, but 
the one who builds his house on 
solid rock will produce stability 
and durability. See Luke 6:46-49.

Turn to 2 Peter chapter 1, and 
we shall begin to read in verse 5, 

“Yes, and for this very cause add-
ing on your part all diligence, 
in your faith supply virtue; and 
in your virtue knowledge; and 
in knowledge self-control; and 
in self-control, patience; and in 
patience holiness; and in your 
holiness brotherly kindness; and 
in your brotherly kindness love.” 
(2 Peter 1:5-7).

You see, sound construction 
builds one course upon another, 
and, eventually, a completed build-
ing results. This is exactly what 
Peter describes for us in verse 
7. Put faith, virtue, knowledge, 
self-control, patience, holiness, 
and brotherly kindness as founda-
tion courses under your spiritual 
structure, and then finish with 
the course labeled philadelphia 
(eight courses in all). You have 
to do some work before you reach 
Philadelphia, Peter tries to point 
out.

Consequently, this common 
noun love gives us some broadened 
concept of what the term phila‑
delphia really means. The proper 
noun is used twice, appearing first 
in Revelation 1:11 where Yahshua 
points out that Philadelphia 
comprises one of His seven select 
assemblies in Asia Minor. These 
messages to the seven Assemblies 
are not merely limited to locations 
in Asia Minor, since these seven 
Assemblies in Asia Minor were 
to receive the Diaspora from the 
Apostolic Assembly.

Where would the Apostolic 
Assembly go if they had to flee? 
History tells us that the Apostolic 
Assembly members relocated to 
Transjordan to four towns around 
Pella, but not everyone remained 
there. Some of these people fled to 
the north into Asia Minor where 
Paul had previously established 
Assemblies, and they knew these 
brethren in the Faith lived there.

These messages to the seven 
Assemblies are applicable for us 
today, because those Assemblies 
did not remain in Asia Minor, but 
the Apostolic Assembly eventually 

The Assemblies 
of Yahweh today 
is striving to be 
Philadelphia, 

not that we have 
already attained, 
or were already 
perfect, but that 
is our goal, our 
example, and 

pattern to follow.
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migrated north into the Piedmont, 
to Europe, and later to the United 
States of America. We find the re-
mains of the Apostolic Assemblies 
from Jerusalem living in Europe 
and the United States today.

Consequently, the name Phila-
delphia is used for a specific 
location of a city, but it is also 
applied to an ideal spiritual at-
titude, atmosphere, or character 
exhibited by a certain dedicated 
type of believers. I hope that you 
can understand this. The message 
to the Assembly in Philadelphia, as 
we have been directed by these five 
instances where the term appears 
as a common noun, points out to 
us that this will be a Kingdom-like 
attitude, an atmosphere, and a 
type of character displayed within 
a certain group of converted, spirit-
begotten, dedicated people.

These four witnesses (Romans 
12, 1 Thessalonians 4:9, Hebrews 
13:1, and 1 Peter 1:22), illustrate 
this term. Paul wrote the letters of 
Romans and 1 Thessalonians. We 
do not know exactly who wrote the 
epistle to the Hebrews. Hebrews 
may have been written by several 
other individuals rather than Paul, 
because it is not signed. The letter 
of 1 Peter was written obviously 
by the Apostle Peter.

John, in the Apocalypse, under 
the direction of the Messiah, also 
uses the term and it appears as 
the town name; as the town name, 
it, therefore, later in the third 
chapter, serves as an outstanding 
example of True Worship. The town 
name stands as a comprehensive 
definition, or an interpretation, for 
what follows in Revelation chap-
ter 3. The book of Revelation is 
obviously the work of the Apostle 
John (Bible critics notwithstand-
ing). The message was transmitted 
by the angel of Yahshua, initially 
given by Yahshua, and transmitted 
as a letter to the True Worshipers 
by Almighty Yahweh, because of 
what is expressed in verse 1.

 “The revelation of Yahshua 
the Messiah, which Yahweh gave 

him to show to his servants, even 
the things which must shortly 
come to pass: and he sent and 
signified it by his angel to his 
servant John.” 

Let us turn to Revelation chap-
ter 3. “And to the angel of the 

assembly in Philadelphia 
write. . . . ” I am convinced that 
this term angel here represents the 
ma’alak hatsibor, which  continues 
up to our time as a position in the 
Jewish synagogues;  therefore, the 
angel of the Assembly would be 
a human being. This individual 
serves a function like the kohel‑
leth—the assembler (see the book 
of Ecclesiastes). He is the one who 
arranges the services to ensure that 
they are carried out in an orderly, 
correct manner. Consequently, this 
reference then would not be to a 
spirit being, but a human being 
who is functioning as the leader 
of the Assembly in Philadelphia.

The term Philadelphia has an 
obviously close parallel to the name 
of the Hasidic branch of Judaism 
known as Lubavitch. In Russian, 
the name Lubavitch means love of 
the brethren, similar to the name 
Philadelphia. One of the Hasidic 
groups displaying a great deal of 
love and concern for others is the 
Lubavitchers. Like the Lubavitch 
Jews, the motto in the Assemblies 
of Yahweh should be: “Strive for 

the Philadelphia character.” Can 
we love our fellow members in 
the Assemblies of Yahweh? Let 
us love our fellow members of 
the Assemblies of Yahweh as we 
are instructed, so that we may 
truly become the personification 
of Philadelphia, as Yahshua the 
Messiah has explained that the 
world can recognize His true dis-
ciples, because they have love for 
each other.

The related term philadelphos 
is found one time in 1 Peter 3:8 
and is #5361 in the Strong’s 
Concordance Greek Diction-
ary. The word means fond of the 
brethren, i.e. fraternal:—love as 
brethren. “These things says he 
that is holy, he that is true, he 
that has the key of David, he 
that opens and no one shall 
shut, and that shuts, and none 
opens.” (Revelation 3:7). Isaiah 
22:22 appears to be the source of 
this quote, which reads, “And the 
key of the house of David will I 
lay upon his shoulder; and he 
shall open, and none shall shut; 
and he shall shut, and none shall 
open.” Revelation 3:7 tells us that 
this key of David that will unlock 
the authority of rulership and 
judgment—opening and no one can 
oppose him to shut, and the one 
that shuts and no one can open—is 
the responsibility of the desig-
nated Messiah, who characterizes 
holiness and Truth. Here is the 
individual who is holy and True, 
the one who is to be the Judge 
(remember that all judgment was 
given to the Son, see John 5:22 
and 27). This passage describes 
the Son of Yahweh, Yahshua the 
Messiah, the individual who, as 
a human being, has reached the 
high level of holiness.

Why did Yahweh send His Son 
as a human being to be our Savior? 
Why did He not send Him as a 
spirit being? The answer (I believe) 
is to prove to His human creation 
that they indeed can obey Yahweh’s 
Covenant as perfectly as Yahshua 
Himself did. Yahshua came to show 

Yahshua came 
to show people 

how to live 
the righteous 

Kingdom 
way of life. 
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people how to live the righteous 
Kingdom way of life. As a human 
being, He reached the first level 
of holiness. Yahweh the Father, of 
course, is three times holier than 
man, so He is showing us that 
by living in the way of holiness 
and Truth, His Son was given the 
blessing of the primary judicial 
appointment over the world.

Isaiah 22:22 prophesies that 
Yahweh will lay upon the shoulder 
of His Son, Yahshua the Messiah, 
the keys of the house of David. 
The house of David symbolizes the 
dynasty of royalty and judgment. 
Remember the king judges, in 1 
Samuel chapter 8. Israel had gone 
to Samuel and requested a king to 
judge them like the surrounding 
nations. They wanted to establish 
a dynasty, not simply a regular 
family that is selected and elevated 
to the judgship as Yahweh needed. 
We want to have a coroneted dy-
nasty to rule as do the nations of 
the Gentiles, Israel said.

 “I know your works . . . .” 
Yahweh does not evaluate human 
beings as man does, on outward 
appearance—He looks on the 
heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Therefore, 
because of the character of the 
Philadelphia Assembly, an open 
door has been set before them. 
“ . . . (behold, I have set before 
you an open door, which none 
can shut), that you have a little 
power, and did keep my word, 
and did not deny my name.” 
(Revelation 3:8).

Fulfilling the 
Great Commission

There is a four-fold interpre-
tation in the sacred Scriptures 
to explain the open door exclu-
sively from the Word. Of course, 
as it appears here in Revelation 
3:8, it will relate to unobstruct-
ed progress. However, when you 
compare the passages where the 
term open door appears in the 
New Testament, you will find, 
for example in Colossians 4:3, 

“ . . . that Elohim may open 
to us a door for the word, to 
speak the mystery of the Mes-
siah . . . .” In this passage, the 
open door represents outreach.

For decades, I have seen that the 
Assemblies of Yahweh must not take 

on the character of being simply an 
organization that looks inward. We 
must certainly care for the members. 
We must teach, educate, and help 
where necessary, the members of the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, but, when we 
start thinking internally exclusively, 
we will lose our primary direction, 
and the direction must be outreach. 
Our assignment must be to fulfill 
the Great Commission, to herald the 
coming Kingdom of Yahweh to the 
ends of the earth. This assignment 
comprises a witness of the Truth of 
Yahweh to the world.

As I explain on The Sacred Name 
Telecast, we are not a proselyting 
organization. We do not go out 
and buttonhole people, insisting, 
“You must join the Assemblies of 
Yahweh now. You have to be in this 
organization, or you will perish.” 
We preach the Word and those 
individuals who are convicted by 
the Word of Yahweh will VOL-

UNTARILY make the necessary 
changes in their lives so that they 
will eventually enter the Assem-
blies of Yahweh. If the Holy Spirit 
is calling them, they will indeed 
make the necessary alterations to 
their lives to live by every Word of 
Yahweh and that will eventually 
demand that they affiliate with a 
group that is living in this manner.

Progress and outreach are then 
indicated as being two elements 
of the four-fold interpretation. In 1 
Corinthians 16:9, we find another 
one. “For a great door and effectual 
has been opened to me, and there 
are many adversaries.” Here, again, 
the subject is outreach. A great door, 
an open door, has been placed before 
Paul and his ministry; however, there 
are evidently many adversaries.

In 2 Corinthians 2:12-13, we find, 
“Now when I came to Troas for the 
good tidings of the Messiah, and 
when a door was opened to me in 
Yahshua, I had no relief for my 
spirit, because I did not find Titus 
my brother: but taking my leave of 
them, I went forth into Macedonia.” 

The third point of the fourfold 
interpretation of the term open 
door symbolizes understanding 
Bible prophecy. In Revelation 3:20, 
we read, “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock: if any man hear 
my voice and OPEN THE DOOR, 
I will come in to him, and will 
have supper with him, and he 
with me.” The intended meaning 
is that of communion with the 
Messiah. This means understand-
ing the purpose of your life. The 
believer is allowed to communicate 
with Yahshua through this open 
door of Philadelphia. Remember 
that when Israel ratified the Cov-
enant with Almighty Yahweh on 
Pentecost day (Shavuoth), Moses, 
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and the 
70 elders had a meal with Elohim 
(Exodus 24:9-11).

Laodicea, you will notice, has 
slammed the door in Yahshua’s 
face! They have no communion 
with Yahshua the Messiah and 
Almighty Yahweh. He stands 

Our assignment 
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there knocking, but they are 
not interested. They do not hear 
Him, because their mind is not 
attuned to prophecy, but, rather, 
they pursue the material things 
of the world.

Finally, in Revelation 4:1, we 
read a related passage. “After 
these things I saw, and behold, 
a door opened in heaven . . . .” 
This verse reminds us of how we 
may have access to heaven. There 
is an evident difference here be-
tween Laodicea and True Worship. 
Yahshua is standing before a closed 
door in Laodicea (Revelation 3:20), 
but some people have heard and 
opened their door so that they can 
have access to the heavens. Those 
who hear and obey Yahshua are 
those who love Him and are zealous 
to obey His voice—the Philadelphia 
Assembly. “ . . . And the first 
voice that I heard, a voice as 
of a trumpet speaking with 
me, one saying, Come up here, 
and I will show you the things 
which must come to pass after 
this.” John, as a human being, 

cannot actually ascend to heaven, 
but a vision is presented to him. 
“Immediately I was in the Spirit: 
and behold, there was a throne 
set in heaven, and one sitting 
upon the throne.” (Revelation 4:2). 
John saw this vision of the throne 
of Yahweh in heaven.

Have you learned what Genesis 
28:12-17 describes? Jacob ap-
pears to have access to heaven, 
although it is not he who goes 
there. “And he dreamed, and 
behold a ladder set up on the 
earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold the an-
gels of Elohim ascending and 
descending on it. And, behold, 
Yahweh stood above it, and said, 
I am Yahweh, the Elohim of 
Abraham your father, and the 
Elohim of Isaac: the land on 
which you lie, to you will I give 
it, and to your seed.” (Genesis 
28:12-13). (Notice the promise—
“to your seed.”) This incident is 
quite similar to what is described 
in Revelation chapter 4. Where 
can you, as Jacob’s seed, find 

access to heaven? “And he was 
afraid, and said, How dreadful 
is this place! This is none other 
than the house of Elohim [the 
definition of the name Bethel] , 
and this [Bethel] is the gate of 
heaven.” (Genesis 28:17).

The Open Door
The angels of Yahweh ascend 

and descend on this ladder (or 
staircase). One would expect to 
read the reverse—descending and 
ascending. However, this appar-
ently indicates that the angels 
spend more time on earth than 
in heaven. In fact, they appear 
to go to heaven only to report to 
Yahweh and receive fresh orders. 
Notice that Almighty Yahweh 
stands at the head of the ladder 
(or staircase). He stands above all 
and, obviously, controls all.

Consequently, this open door, 
as we have shown, is represented 
by the Hebrew letter daleth (the 
D in Hebrew). It certainly repre-
sented a sign here at Bethel for 
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the author. Has it been an open 
door of scriptural understanding 
for you? Has the open door sign 
been fulfilled? Certainly it has! 
Certainly, many people have 
heard Yahweh’s Truth preached 
from Bethel! I recall that after we 
moved into the main building on 
the campus years ago, someone 
came to visit us. He was a member 
of a so-called commandment-
keeping ch-rch. He looked around 
and said, “You will never do the 
work from here. You are too small 
and insignificant.” I replied, “We 
are not at the end of the age yet. 
Give us a little time!” My prophecy 
was indeed fulfilled!

Consequently, an open door 
that none can shut has been set 
in front of Philadelphia. Again, 
remember that this terminology 
also relates to judgment. Yahshua 
is in control of His Assembly. He 
is the head of the Assembly. The 
door to understand heavenly 
things is open: “none can shut,” 
or no one shall shut, or that shuts 
and none shall open. “I know 
your works (behold, I have set 
before you an open door, which 
none can shut), that you have 
a little power . . . .” (Revelation 
3:8a). Therefore, the Philadelphia 
Assembly will not be a large 
(numbering-into-the- millions) 
group of people, but a small group 
of people with just a little power. 
They may be widely scattered 
perhaps, but perfectly unified in 
the True Faith of Yahweh.

 “ . . . And did keep my word, 
and did not deny my name.” 
(Revelation 3:8b). The theme 
of the Assemblies of Yahweh is 
that man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every Word that 
has proceeded from the mouth of 
Yahweh (Deuteronomy 8:3, Mat-
thew 4:4, and Luke 4:4). “Live by” 
means “to keep,” as Yahshua the 
Messiah has very clearly shown 
us. Matthew 4:4 and Deuter-
onomy 8:3 are, therefore, of great 
importance. What is the Name 
that we cannot deny? It is the 

Sacred Name. There are various 
groups today using the Name of 
Yahweh and there are even some 
of them coming in the Name of 
Yahshua. What does denying the 
Name of Yahshua really symbol-
ize? It means to reject the plan 

of salvation that He preached. If 
Yahweh is salvation (the mean-
ing of Yahshua in Hebrew), then 
Yahweh has authority to outline 
the plan of salvation, and Yahshua 
brought with Him to earth that 
plan.

 “Think not that I came to 
destroy the law or the prophets: 
I came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil. For truly I say to you, Till 
heaven and earth pass away, one 
yothe or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass away from the law, till 
all things be accomplished. Who-
ever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven: but whoever shall 
do and teach them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. For I say to you, that 
except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you 
shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 
5:17-20). Do you obey this text? 

Yahshua’s True Worshipers fulfill 
Revelation 12:17.

When we relate the message 
to the Philadelphia Assembly to 
interpretations found elsewhere 
in the Word, we notice that this 
application includes the entire 
Bible. This entire message to 
Philadelphia encompasses and 
comprises the entire biblical 
message—from Genesis to Rev-
elation!

Remember Psalm 138:2 where 
we notice that the Sacred Name 
is of greatest importance. “I will 
worship toward your holy 
temple, and give thanks to 
your name for your loving 
kindness and for your truth: 
FOR YOU HAVE MAGNIFIED 
YOUR WORD; ABOVE ALL 
YOUR NAME.” (Psalm 138:2). “I 
am Yahweh, that is my name; 
and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to 
carved images.” (Isaiah 42:8).

Who Is the 
Synagogue of Satan?

“Behold, I give of the syna-
gogue of Satan, of them that 
say they are Jews, and they 
are not, but do lie; behold, I 
will make them to come and 
worship before your feet, and 
to know that I have loved you.” 
(Revelation 3:9). Philadelphia 
is clearly expressed in the last 
clause: “I have loved you.” Does 
Philadelphia today love Yahshua 
and Almighty Yahweh as much 
as we should? We cannot allow 
the channel of love to flow only 
one way. “For Yahweh so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.” Yahweh 
loves you. He loves the world, 
which is His creation. Therefore, 
He gave His only begotten Son to 
save the world. Never forget that 
love does not desire to “get!” Love 
gives! Yahweh offered salvation to 
all who will repent of their sins 

Does 
Philadelphia 

today love 
Yahshua and 

Almighty Yahweh 
as much as 
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(transgressions of the Law, 1 John 
3:4), and, henceforth, promise to 
obey Him.

Anti-Semitic people have 
misinterpreted this verse. “The 
synagogue of Satan,” they say, 
“means the Jewish people.” The 
Jews are no worse than the Chr-
stians. Have not the Chr-stians 
denied the Messiah through their 
rejection of His Laws? They have 
denied His entire way of life—the 
commandments, the feast days, 
the dietary laws, etc. They have 
made themselves totally sinful. 
How can Yahweh recognize the 
prayers of those who deny the 
Law? We read in Proverbs 28:9, 
that he who turns away his ear 
from hearing the Law, even his 
prayer is an abomination.

You must, therefore, expand 
the meaning of the word “Jew” 
to gain the correct understand-
ing of the verse. The word Jew 
means a worshiper of Yahweh. In 
the Assemblies of Yahweh library, 
research volumes prove that this 
is what it means.

“The synagogue of Satan” 
declares that they are worship-
ers of Yahweh, but they are not. 
Ch-rchianity suggests, “We are 
worshiping the same mighty one 
that you are.” No, they are not! 
They have denied His Name and 
rejected His message. While the 
Jews have rejected Yahshua as 
their Messiah, they have faith-
fully sought to obey Yahweh’s 
Covenant Law. Consequently, “the 
synagogue of Satan” symbolizes 
anyone who says they are wor-
shipers of the True Mighty One, 
but they are not living according 
to the Word.

In Zechariah chapter 8 appears 
a passage that has been confront-
ing us for many years. “In this 
manner says Yahweh of hosts: 
It shall yet come to pass, that 
there shall come peoples, and the 
inhabitants of many cities; and 
the inhabitants of one city shall 
go to another, saying, Let us go 
speedily to entreat the favor of 

Yahweh, and to seek Yahweh of 
hosts: I will go also. Yes, many 
peoples and strong nations shall 
come to seek Yahweh of hosts in 
Jerusalem, and to entreat the 
favor of Yahweh.” (Zechariah 
8:20-22). Strong nations like the 

United States of America, Soviet 
Russia, Communist China, and 
Japan will someday realize how 
weak they really are—how they 
need Yahweh.

 “In this manner says Yahweh 
of hosts: In those days it shall 
come to pass, that ten men 
shall take hold, out of all the 
languages of the nations, they 
shall take hold of the skirt of 
him that is a Jew, saying, We 
will go with you, for we have 
heard that Elohim is with you.” 
(Zechariah 8:23). What do these 
10 men represent? The children 
of Israel were divided into two 
nations—the 10 northern tribes 
and the two southern tribes. The 
Jewish people, the house of Judah, 
represents the two tribes. The 10 
men would represent the 10 tribes 
of Israel scattered abroad in the 
first Diaspora. They will someday 
come to worship at the feet of a 
Jew, just as we read in Revela-

tion chapter 3. That Jew will be 
Yahshua the Messiah, whom the 
entire world will worship in the 
Kingdom age.

What does “take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew” mean? 
The terminology, “the skirt of,” 
represents the tsiytsith. These 
were fringes on the skirt of the 
garment. The tsiytsith represented 
the visual sign of obedience to 
Yahweh’s commandments. You 
can say that they shall take hold 
of Yahweh’s commandments as 
taught by Him that is a Jew. 
Who is this Jew? He is the True 
Temple builder. He is Yahshua. 
Yahshua was born of the house 
of Judah (Hebrews 7:14). He is 
the Messiah—the great Teacher.

True Worshipers have already 
seized hold of the skirt of Yahsh-
ua’s garments, symbolizing that 
He stands over us. We have asked 
that He teach us of His ways. We 
acknowledge that we will walk in 
His paths. We know that someday 
out of Zion will come forth the 
Law, but now the Law is here in 
Bethel. We do not need to go to 
Jerusalem at this time to learn 
it. It is right here in front of us 
in our Bibles. All we need to do 
is read the sacred Scriptures and 
obey the Word.

Fulfilling Loving Service
John 3:16 identifies the Son 

of Yahweh as the Messiah. John 
chapter 13 reminds us, “I have 
loved you.” In this chapter we find 
the footwashing service, Yahshua 
asked His disciples if they under-
stood what He had done to them. 
He continues to teach them until 
the pronouncement found in verse 
34, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one 
another.” “I have loved you” ap-
pears in this passage. It relates 
to Yahshua and His affection for 
the Assembly. “I have loved you” 
has great implications.
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Let us expand our minds a little 
further. Love of the Father as He 
has loved us impels us to love the 
Son, the Messiah, as He has loved 
us. What should be our response? 
Let us look at 1 John 5:2-3 “By 
this we know that we love the 
children of Elohim, when we 
love Yahweh and do his com-
mandments.” Loving the children 
of Elohim means Philadelphia-type 
love (a family-type love). “For this 
is the love of Yahweh, that we 
keep his commandments: and 
his commandments are not 
grievous.” 

Endure to the End
Let us open our minds and un-

derstand how much Yahshua loves 
His people. “I have loved you” is a 
concept expressed in the evangels, 
in the epistles, and throughout 
the entire sacred Scriptures. The 
examples of this act of love are 
evident everywhere. Our response 
must be that if we are going to 
show Yahweh that we love Him, 
then it is our requirement to keep 
His commandments.

 “In this was the love of 
Yahweh manifested in us, that 
Yahweh has sent his only begot-
ten Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is 
love not that we loved Yahweh, 
but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10).

Let us continue to read in Reve-
lation chapter 3. “Because you did 
keep the word of my patience, I 
will also keep you from the hour 
of trial, that hour which is to 
come upon the whole world, to 
try them that dwell upon the 
earth.” (Revelation 3:10). Here is a 
promise of reciprocal preservation. 
Those who have kept the Word, 
Yahweh will keep you, preserve, 
protect, watch over you in times of 
trouble. Because you do the same 
thing to His Word, you keep, you 
protect, you observe, you sanctify 
the Word of Yahweh by obedience, 

then Yahweh will keep (preserve) 
you from trouble. If you do not keep 
the Word of Yahweh, Yahshua will 
not protect you. For those who do 
not keep the Word of Yahweh, a 
lot of unpleasant things are going 
to happen to you in the last days.

This hour of testing and trial 
is coming upon the whole earth 
to try the people who dwell upon 
the earth. Obedience to Yahweh’s 
Word will be the test. Take your 
examination today, instead of wait-
ing until the tribulation starts, and 
Satan brings the testing upon you. 
Right now it is easy to obey and be 
strict with Yahweh’s Word. During 
the Tribulation you might have to 
give your life to prove your sincer-
ity; otherwise, if you are strict now, 
Yahshua will keep us from the hour 
of trial (obviously the great tribu-
lation). He will give us protection 
when His time of judgment falls.

Overcoming Rewarded
“I come quickly: hold fast 

that which you have, that no 
one take your crown.” In the 
Scriptures, we find references to 
five different crowns offered to the 

believers. There are other crowns 
mentioned, but specifically for the 
True Worshipers there are five 
special crowns. 

 “Fear not the things which 
you are about to suffer: behold, 
the devil is about to cast some 
of you into prison, that you 
may be tried; and you shall 
have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful to death, and I will 
give you the CROWN OF LIFE.” 
(Revelation 2:10).

“Blessed is the man that 
endures temptation; for when 
he has been approved, he shall 
receive the CROWN OF LIFE, 
which Yahweh promised to 
them that love him.” (Jacob 
2:12). Here we could make the 
connection again between the 
reciprocity of keeping Yahweh’s 
Covenant Law, and Yahweh keep-
ing us. Do we love Yahweh enough?

“And when the Chief Shep-
herd shall be manifested, you 
shall receive the CROWN OF 
GLORY that fades not away.” 
(1 Peter 5:4).

These are quotes, or refer-
ences, to the Old Testament texts, 
and this is really not a study on 
crowns. There are many more in-
stances to which we could refer. In 
Isaiah 28:5, however, we read, “In 
that day will Yahweh of hosts 
become a CROWN OF GLORY, 
and a diadem of beauty, to 
the residue of his people.” The 
residue is the remnant. Yahweh 
Himself is going to be the crown 
of glory, and, if we are faithful 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, 
we will receive the crown of glory 
that will never fade away. This 
will mean a change from flesh to 
spirit, an adoption into the very 
Elohim family whose Name is 
Yahweh. See Ephesians 3:14-15. 
The Name Yahweh means ETER-
NAL ExISTENCE!

“From here onward there is 
laid up for me the CROWN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS which the 
Master, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; 

Let us open 
our minds and 

understand how 
much Yahshua 

loves His people.
Our response 

must be that if we 
are going to show 
Yahweh that we 
love Him, then it 

is our requirement 
to keep His 

commandments.
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and not to me only, but also 
to all them that have loved his 
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8).

“For what is our hope, or 
joy, or CROWN OF GLORY-
ING? Are not even you, before 
our Savior Yahshua at his 
coming?”  (1 Thessalonians 
2:19).

“I come quickly: hold fast 
that which you have, that no 
one take your crown.” (Revela-
tion 3:11). I am convinced that, 
by a comparison of the various 
passages in Revelation (for ex-
ample, Revelation chapter 14 
which describes the 144,000 who 
comprise the first fruits), there are 
144,000 special crowns reserved for 
the members of the Philadelphia 
Assembly. There are no more or 
no less. There is only one Mes-
siah and 12 Apostles who are the 
foundation (see Revelation 21:14). 
Are you going to drop your crown 
and allow someone else to take it? 
We hope not!

Continuing in verse 12 of Rev-
elation chapter 3, we read, “He 
that overcomes, I will make 
him a pillar in the temple of 
my Elohim, and he shall go out 
from there no more . . . .” What 
is a pillar? 1 Kings 7:21 and 2 
Chronicles 3:17 identify the pillars 
that were placed in the Temple. 
A pillar is something substantial 
to uphold True Worship. Is your 
name on one of those pillars? 
In historical worldly religion in 
the Middle East (and I am not 
holding Baal worship up for an 
example), that religion used to 
ask its adherents to place a pil-
lar at their house of worship. In 
this, I think they were trying to 
emulate Yahweh to counterfeit an 
aspect of Yahweh’s True Worship. 
I would just like to emphasize 
this point and ask you whether 
your name is engraved on one of 
those pillars of True Worship as 
in 1 Kings 7:21 and 2 Chronicles 
3:17? Two pillars were erected in 
front of the Temple. The one was 
named Jachin and the other one 

Boaz. The name Jachin means 
whom Yahweh establishes, and 
Boaz means strength.

“ . . . And he shall go out from 
there no more . . . .” Leviticus 
8:33 shows that when the priest-
hood was sanctified, they did not 

depart from the Tabernacle area, 
or from Temple.

“ . . . And I will write upon 
him the name of my Elohim, 
and the name of the city of 
my Elohim, the new Jerusa-
lem, which comes down out of 
heaven from my Elohim, and 
my own new name.” The Name 
of Elohim refers to Yahweh, the 
family Name. New Jerusalem 
refers to the address of the spiri-
tual family in the Kingdom and in 
eternity. My own new name refers 
to Jeremiah 23:5-6. What will be 
Yahshua’s new Name? It will be 
Yahzidkenu. When everyone who 
merits salvation has been saved, 
then Yahshua’s Name will be 
changed to a term by which we will 
remember Yahweh’s faithfulness 
to us. See also Jeremiah 33:15-16.

We could continue on with this 
study, and I regret having to ab-
breviate it. I want to ask you today, 
“Are we all striving to personify 
and merit Philadelphia?” Can we 
say to each other, “Love your fellow 
Assemblies of Yahweh members?” 

I do not believe that we have as 
yet reached perfection. Philippians 
chapter 2 serves as an example of 
that perfection. Paul also refers to 
it in the third chapter of Philip-
pians.

Let us turn then to 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:9-12. This is an exhortation 
for us today. “But concerning 
love of the brethren you have 
no need that one write to you: 
for you your selves are taught 
by Yahweh to love one another.” 
See also Leviticus 19:18. With the 
many examples we have in the 
Scriptures, Yahweh teaches us to 
love one another. “For indeed you 
do it toward all the brethren 
that are in all Macedonia. But 
we exhort you, brethren, that 
you abound more and more; 
and that you study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business, 
and to work with your hands, 
even as we charged you; that 
you may walk becomingly to-
ward them that are outside, 
and may have need of nothing.” 

The conclusion of this paragraph 
shows that one may need nothing 
additional if we follow the Phila-
delphia standard of love among 
the brethren. If we love Yahweh 
as He has loved us, if we love the 
Messiah as He has loved us, if we 
love those who are in the Faith as 
we should, then we can establish 
the personification of Philadel-
phia attitude and spirit in our 
midst. Do we love each other as 
we should? Are we Philadelphia? 
Let us strive a little harder to be 
that true Philadelphia Assembly, 
to reveal the character of a dedi-
cated, committed, and converted 
True Worshiper, and then I know 
that Yahweh will pour out upon 
us His greatest blessings.

We have a lot to do, but Al-
mighty Yahweh is with us and 
will give us the power to complete 
our building project, and that is 
to build the spiritual house that 
transcends the physical.

Will you join with us to do this? 
We hope so!                         snb

There are 144,000 
special crowns 
reserved for the 
members of the 
Philadelphia 

Assembly. Are you 
going to drop your 
crown and allow 

someone else to take 
it? We hope not!
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With increasing regularity, I 
receive questions about the best 
Bible study method from people 
who have dedicated their lives to 
the Almighty. Most who read the 
Sacred Name Broadcaster have 
become concerned about the mount-
ing difficulties of our troubled times. 
It is obvious to those alert to the 
world situation that a momentous 
crisis is building. The fruitless 
search in worldly places for answers 
to life’s problems has ultimately 
led most of these seekers of Truth 
into a serious consideration of the 
biblical message.

One of the most positive ways of 
proving the veracity of the Scriptures 
is by showing fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy. When someone studies the 
Bible with the intention of proving 
its truthfulness, he ultimately must 
confront the host of fulfilled prophe-
cies found in the inspired Scriptures.

A harmony of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation leads us to 
the conclusion that the New Tes-
tament Apostolic Assembly found 

a solid basis for their faith in the 
Messiah within the prophecies of 
the Old Testament.

The Apostle Peter expressed 
this quite effectively when he said, 
“Therefore, brethren, give the 
more diligence to make your call-
ing and election sure: for if you 
do these things, you shall never 
stumble: for thus shall be richly 
supplied to you the entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our 
Sovereign and Savior Yahshua 
the Messiah.

“Therefore I shall be ready al-
ways to put you in remembrance 

by
Elder Jacob O. Meyer

How to Study
the Bible
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of these things, though you know 
them, and are established in the 
truth which is with you.” 2 Peter 
1:10-12. “For he received from 
Yahweh the Father honor and 
glory, when there was borne such 
a voice to him by the Majestic 
Glory, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased: and 
this voice we heard borne out 
of heaven, when we were with 
him in the holy mount. And we 
have the word of prophecy made 
more sure; to which you do well 
that you take heed, as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day-star arise 
in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:17-19.

Peter left us a record of his faith 
in the prophecies of the Bible, calling 
them sure (certain and absolute). He 
had personal contact with the Mes-
siah. This firsthand communication 
conveyed living proof of the veracity 
of the inspired Scriptures, since 
Yahshua the Messiah had previously 
played a major role in composing 

t h e m .  A f t e r 
His resurrec-
tion, Yahshua 
opened to His 
disciples the un-
derstanding of 
Bible prophecy 
concerning Him 
(Luke 24:44-46).

The logical 
place to begin 
y o u r  B i b l e 
study must be 
to confirm for 
yourself the in-
spiration of its 
authorship. The 
Apostle Paul, 
writing to his 
student minister 
Timothy, said, 
“Every scrip-
ture Yahweh 
breathed is 
also profitable 
for teaching, 
for reproof, 
for correction, 
for instruction 

which is in righteousness: that 
the man of Yahweh may be 
complete, furnished completely 
to every good work,” 2 Timothy 
3:16-17. (Notice that the first verb 
“is” does not appear in the original 
text; therefore, the phrase “given 
by inspiration of Yahweh” modifies 
the word “Scripture,” standing in 
the appositive position.) The literal 
translation of the term employed 
in the King James, “inspired of 
Yahweh,” in the Greek text actu-
ally means, “breathed by Yahweh 
or Yahweh-breathed.”

Paul was explaining that all of the 
biblical Scriptures anciently written 
by the Old Testament prophets had 
been supernaturally breathed or in-
spired (revealed) by the Spirit of the 
Most High Heavenly Father Yahweh. 
The New Testament evangelist 
believed that Yahshua had fulfilled 
biblical Messianic prophecies to the 
very letter (even to the date of His 
appearance) written about Him thou-
sands of years before He made His 

appearance. They were using these 
scriptural prophecies to prove the 
truthfulness of the Messianic claim.

Consequently, we must conclude 
that the writings of evangelists Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John contain 
the Holy Spirit-inspired record of the 
Messiah who fulfilled the prophecies 
of the Old Testament. Likewise, we 
must recognize the writings of the 
Apostle Paul to be just as inspired 
as all of the other sacred Scriptures, 
because of what Peter said about 
them. Notice from 2 Peter 3:15-16 
that Peter firmly believed Paul’s 
writings were inspired.

“Bear in mind that our Savior’s 
patience means salvation, just 
as our dear brother Paul also 
wrote you with the wisdom that 
Yahweh gave him. He writes the 
same way in all his letters, speak-
ing in them of these matters. His 
letters contain some things that 
are hard to understand, which 
ignorant and unstable people 
distort, as they do the other Scrip-
tures, to their own destruction.” (2 
Peter 3:15-16, New International 
Version (N.I.V.).

At the end of the Bible is the book 
of Revelation. Its introduction leads 
us to believe that this book, which 
concludes the biblical text, must also 
be included in the inspired canon.

At the end of Revelation is found 
a stern warning against tampering 
with its text and, by extension, that 
of the entire Bible. “I warn every-
one who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If anyone 
adds anything to them, Yahweh 
will add to him the plagues 
described in this book. And if 
anyone takes words away from 
this book of prophecy, Yahweh 
will take away from him his 
share in the tree of life and in 
the holy city, which are described 
in this book.” (Revelation 22:18-19, 
N.I.V.). This warning repeats what 
we find in Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32, 
and Proverbs 30:6.

After you have confirmed for 
yourself the inspiration of the Bible, 
and have determined to study its 



The Sacred Name Broadcaster, 1/201316

contents carefully, it becomes nec-
essary to cleanse your mind of all 
previous doctrine, so that you can 
fully understand what the Holy 
Spirit wishes to convey. “It is more 
difficult to unlearn error than it is to 
learn truth,” is an accurate maxim.

Yahshua the Messiah knew and 
taught that the traditions and 
practices of the Gentiles (people 
of the nations) were at variance 
with the Bible’s teachings. Turn to 
Matthew 6:30-33 for proof. “But if 
Elohim does so clothe the grass 
of the field, which today is, and 
tomorrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? Be not 
therefore anxious saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, With what shall we 
be clothed? For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek; for your 
heavenly Father knows that you 
have need of all these things. But 
seek you first his kingdom, and 
his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added to you.”

The recollection of the time when 
the editor and his wife began a 
serious study of the inspired Scrip-

tures remains quite vivid. We were 
squarely confronted with various 
New Testament texts written by 
the Apostle Paul, which the worldly 
churches quote to prove that the 
Law of Yahweh is no longer to be 
observed in this New Testament age. 
We wondered, “Did they not conflict 
with what had already been written 
in the Old Testament? How were we 
to understand them?”

We knew that sin, by definition, is 
the transgression of Yahweh’s Law 
(1 John 3:4). We were also aware 
that the True Worshipers in the 
last days will be keeping the com-
mandments of Yahweh (Revelation 
12:17 and 14:12). From these texts, 
we were completely convinced that 
those who do not keep Yahweh’s com-
mandments will not enter the New 
Jerusalem, or be granted the right to 
eat from the tree of life (Revelation 
22:14). But, strangely, as we read 
from the New Testament writings 
of Paul, old, inveterate doubts about 
keeping Yahweh’s Law frequently 
surfaced in our minds. How did we 
eliminate these doubts?

First, we determined to study 
the Law of Yahweh itself and see 

the righteousness inherent therein. 
After having immersed ourselves 
in the study of Yahweh’s Laws for 
months, we realized that there must 
be logical answers to Paul’s seem-
ing objections to Law keeping. Our 
next step was to scrutinize contem-
porary Jewish writings to discover 
what could be gleaned that would 
relate to what Paul (a Benjamite, 
a Jew, a Pharisee) had to say. 
Astonishingly, when the writings 
of Paul are closely compared with 
the Talmudic writings, the answers 
became immediately obvious. Then 
our mental catharsis from troublous 
false doctrines became simple.

The third step along the way to 
profitable Bible study is to select 
a good study edition of the Bible. 
Almost at the beginning of our 
concentrated Bible study, I obtained 
a Companion Bible. This Bible is 
King James text with extensive 
notes and cross references, allowing 
ready access to Hebrew and Greek 
words that influence the meaning 
of the translation. Many of these 
terms were translated erroneously, 
and a correct translation will go far 
toward harmonizing the Bible.

For pricing information write to:
Assemblies of Yahweh

PO Box C
Bethel, PA 19507
(717) 933-4518

www.assembliesofyahweh.com

Aid tO BiBle StudY

INSPIRED SCRIPTURES

Lesson 1
The Basis of our Faith

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

IN THE
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One should not stop there, how-
ever. He should acquire several of 
the better, modern Bible translations 
that are proven to be more accurate 
than the King James Version. One 
of these is the American Standard 
1901. This version, even today, holds 
a unique position in conservative 
theological circles. It is probably the 
most outstanding literal translation 
of the Bible ever produced. The 
Bible, an American Translation, 
usually known as the Smith-Good-
speed, is another outstanding work 
done by a group of editors. The New 
English Bible has a reputation for 
exceptional accuracy in the New 
Testament section. An extremely 
valuable aid for New Testament 
studies is the Benjamin Wilson 
Emphatic Diaglott.

One must not neglect to obtain a 
good concordance. It has been said 
that the Cruden’s Concordance 
is for casual believers, the Young’s 
Concordance for young believers, 
and the Strong’s Concordance for 
strong believers. Each one of these 
noted study aids has its individual 
merits. It might be said that the 
Strong’s Concordance is the 
easiest to use, and it is the best for 
Bible study.

Exhaustive concordances will as-
sist the Truth seeker in word  studies. 
It is interesting,  informative, and 
enlightening to observe how words 
have been translated differently in 
various passages of the Bible. How-
ever, we must be careful to allow for 
the possibility of homonyms among 
the words of the original texts, while 
taking into account the meaning of 
parallel words (Parallelismus mem‑
brorum). We must also be careful to 
accept nuances of lexical definition 
in verbal conjugations, since each 
person cannot function as a supreme 
authority on a language he has not 
learned to speak.

The deeper the editor has stud-
ied into the Word of Yahweh, the 
more respectful and cautious he 
has become when approaching 
the biblical texts. This word of 
caution must be passed along to 

the readers of the Sacred Name 
Broadcaster. The translating 
effort of centuries, and the com-
mentaries of antiquity, cannot 
be lightly brushed aside, because 
many of these translations were 
made under the authority of 
those who lived during the time 
of Yahshua the Messiah.

Constant reading of the Scrip-
tures is the next step along the 
way to sound Bible study. Everyone 
should try to read the Bible regu-
larly—if he does so he will be able 
to read through the book within 
a reasonable time. Remember to 
READ the Bible and not merely 
commentaries about the Bible.

Early in this ministry, an 
 individual (with some urgency) 
complained that we were publishing 
insufficient literature to keep him 
in reading material. My reply was, 
“Read the Bible.” The source from 
which all of the explanations of the 
Scriptures are ultimately derived is 
the inspired text. We must also be 
careful to limit our outside reading 
material and concentrate either 
on literature that teaches sound 
doctrine, or on the Bible itself. 
Otherwise, the reader will become 
confused. Sticking with the source 
cannot be harmful, but it will have 
a stabilizing effect on the student.

The next step is to meditate on 
what you have read. In order to 
remember the things that you are 
reading, it will require thinking 
and reflection upon what you are 
learning, faithfully compartmental-

izing in your mind the facts you are 
learning. Too frequently, one does 
not concentrate adequately upon 
what he is reading, and, therefore, 
within 24 hours he forgets over 90 
percent of the material. Too many 
other things compete for our men-
tal attention. Pay attention to the 
specific book you are reading and 
concentrate on the subject material 
in the book.

It is not always memorizing that 
makes the difference in remember-
ing Scriptures. Rather, remembering 
also means thinking about the facts 
you have just read and fervently 
reviewing them, so that they always 
remain fresh in your mind.

To get the most out of Bible study, 
you must bring forth fruit by apply-
ing the teachings of the Word to your 
daily life. Obedience is the fruit of 
study. Almighty Yahweh has informed 
us that He will give His Holy Spirit 
to those who obey Him (Acts 5:32). By 
putting into practice the things you 
are learning, you will receive more 
of Yahweh’s Holy Spirit and, thereby, 
grow in grace and knowledge.

Many of the readers of this maga-
zine have asked the question, “How 
did you learn all of the deep things 
that you are proclaiming?” The 
simple answer is that these things 
were revealed to us by the Heavenly 
Father through His Holy Spirit. In 
these last days, Almighty Yahweh 
has given us this great blessing of 
expanded understanding so we can 
be of better service to Him. Yahweh 
wishes all to understand the Bible 
in these last days as a witness of 
His greatness. The prophet Daniel 
has told us that the faithful shall 
do exploits. When our Faith is an-
chored securely to the rock of Truth, 
no satanic assault will destroy it.

If you are interested in obtain-
ing a better understanding of the 
Bible, the elders of the Assemblies 
of Yahweh are eager to serve you. 
May we hear from you soon? The 
faster you act, the sooner you will 
receive Yahweh’s blessings and the 
closer personal relationship you can 
develop with Him.                 snb

Constant 
reading of the 

Scriptures is the 
next step along 

the way to sound 
Bible study.
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allowed on the newsstands by the 
people, and in the circulation by the 
media, when the Bible clearly calls 
the aberration of homosexuality an 
ABOMINATION! We preach that it 
is an abomination hated by Almighty 
Yahweh. We are urging all people 
who are violating Yahweh’s Laws 
to repent of their sin and turn back 
to following, keeping, and obeying 
the commandments of our Father 
in heaven.

In this series of radio message 
transcripts, I would like to take a 
brief look at the diverse character 
of two of the Assemblies that are 
found listed in the mini-epistles in 
the book of Revelation.

Just to preface what I am about 
to say concerning Philadelphia and 
Laodicea, I would like to have you 

note that the book of Revelation 
presents itself as a matter of fact to 
be a letter from heaven. If you read 
the first three verses of the book of 
Revelation, you will notice that our 
Almighty Father in heaven, Yahweh, 
the only True and Living Mighty 
One, has given the message of this 
book to His Son. Father Yahweh is 
the One who wrote it.

The book of Revelation appears 
like a letter from heaven given to 
mankind, because Yahweh the Fa-
ther gave it to His Son Yahshua, 
who, thereupon, gave it to His angel, 
who transmitted it to the Apostle 
John. John wrote it down so that it 
could be available for us in the end 
of the age. The book of Revelation 
concentrates upon what will happen 
at the end of the age. It is written to 
describe events which we, ourselves, 
are seeing right now in our time. The 
book of Revelation is actually an an-
thology of Old Testament prophecies 

It becomes obvious to the trained 
eye that the world is becoming 
much more wicked, day-by-day. You 
certainly must have already noticed 
this trend yourself. Therefore, we 
are trying to communicate with all 
people who are very concerned about 
what is going on in the world today 
with the unraveling of the moral 
fabric of society.

Many little lives are daily being 
destroyed in the abortion mills of 
our country. Homosexuality appears 
to be on the rise with the news 
media surely supporting homosexual 
rights. I was shocked recently to see 
a national news magazine which 
comes to my desk publishing a 
bold display of homosexuality on 
its cover. Do people today have no 
shame? The title of a book asked 
the question, “Doesn’t Anybody 
Blush Anymore?”

I just cannot understand for my-
self why something like that is being 

PhiladelPhia 
or laodicea?

by
Elder Jacob O. Meyer

R ADIO MESSAGE
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arranged in their proper sequence so 
that Yahweh’s people can properly 
understand them.

What do we know about the seven 
Assemblies that you find listed in 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3? These 
seven Assemblies undoubtedly con-
tain some of the remnants of the 
Apostolic Assembly. The Apostolic 
Assembly was begun in Jerusalem 
by the Messiah Himself. The Mes-
siah was a Jew—Hebrews 7:14 tells 
us that.

Yahshua inaugurated the Apos-
tolic Assembly with Jewish people. 
These were part of the remnant 
of those who had returned from 
Babylon. Nevertheless, there were 
other people that had remained in 
the Holy Land when the Babylonian 
empire conquered the land of Israel 
about 586 B.C.E.

The Jewish people had been taken 
into Babylonian captivity. A few 
Jews remained, but some returned 
later on with Nehemiah and Ezra. 
This remnant of Jewish people 
awaited the Messiah and comprised 
the foundation of the Apostolic 
Assembly. It was this remnant of 
people through whom the Messiah 
was to come to this earth, and they 
formed the original members of His 
spiritual Body.

When the Messiah came to this 
earth it was during a time of politi-
cal trouble. The Messiah came to 
this earth during the time of the 
Roman occupation. At that time 
there occurred quite a few instances 
of opposition against Roman rule. 
The Romans tried to impose their 
pagan ideas upon the Jewish people 
that remained in the Holy Land dur-
ing that time. Those Jewish people 
had come through the Maccabean 
period. This had given them great 
faith. They had been victorious 
against the Greek-Syrian empire, 
but now they were in a contest 
against the Roman Empire, trying 
hard to maintain their religion.

Consequently, the Jewish histo-
rian Josephus describes this time of 
trouble leading up to the total anni-
hilation of Temple worship in 70 C.E. 

“Thus were the miserable people persuaded by these deceivers, and such 
as believed [Elohim] himself; while they did not attend nor give credit 
to the signs that were so evident, and did so plainly foretell their 
future desolation, but, like men infatuated, without either eyes to see or 
minds to consider, did not regard the denunciations that [Elohim] made to 
them. 

“Thus there was a star resembling a sword, which stood over the city, 
and a comet, that continued a whole year. 

“Thus also before the Jews’ rebellion, and before those commotions 
which preceded the war, when the people were come in great crowds to 
the feast of unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the month Xanthi‑
cus, [Nisan,] and at the ninth hour of the night, so great a light shone 
round the altar and the holy house, that it appeared to be bright day 
time; which lasted for half an hour. This light seemed to be a good sign 
to the unskillful, but was so interpreted by the sacred scribes, as to por‑
tend those events that followed immediately upon it. 

“At the same festival also, a heifer, as she was led by the high priest to 
be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the midst of the temple. 

“Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner [court of the] temple, which was 
of brass, and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty shut by twenty 
men, and rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened 
very deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one entire stone, 
was seen to be opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of the 
night. . . . ”

Josephus’ Wars of the Jews, Book 6, Chapter 5, section 3.

WArNING SIGNS—69 C.E.
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Josephus describes the time when 
the red heifer was being led to the 
slaughter, and she gave birth to a 
lamb! Also, he describes the incident 
when the doors of the Temple flew 
open one night after they had been 
securely locked. Voices were heard 
in the air. Josephus reports that the 
voices were saying, “Let us remove 
hence.” Evidently, it was the angels 
of Yahweh telling the Apostolic As-
sembly to depart from Jerusalem, 
because the destruction of Temple 
worship was now imminent.

As these highly unusual events 
were taking place, we know that the 
Apostolic Assembly was the recipient 
of these prophecies. Even 375 years 
after the time of the Messiah, there 
remained a remnant of the Apostolic 
Assembly in Transjordan, but other 
remnants had already migrated to 
the north, to the areas where Mes-
sianic Assemblies had been planted 
by Paul. These Nazarenes in Trans-
jordan were reported to be keeping 
the Sabbath and Yahweh’s Covenant 
Law. They were even circumcising 
their children, just as the Israelite-
Jewish people had done for many 
centuries beforehand.

The book of Galatians is a very 
important letter in the Bible, be-
cause it was actually written to the 
remnants of the 10 tribes of Israel. 
These Assemblies of Galatia had ac-
cepted the Messiah, but later wanted 
to go back to their pagan ideas and 
pagan religion. They were Celts, or 
Gauls (from which we have the term 
for Frenchmen). Paul was writing to 
them in an effort to instruct them 
in the true Faith of the apostles 
and prophets. The problem the 
Assemblies in Galatia encountered 
was the correct understanding of 
circumcision.

Circumcision in the New Testa-
ment era cannot have the same 
interpretation that it had in the 
Old Testament. The reason for this 
is because the Messiah had come, 
and the Holy Spirit had been given. 
Some of the newly converted people 
of Galatia wanted to uncircumcise 
themselves, and, thereby, they 

went too far. The Apostle Paul is 
trying to tell them that in this 
New Testament era the Rabbinic 
law had been done away with. The 
Rabbinic  interpretation accepted in 
Judaism taught that a person had 
to be circumcised TO ATONE FOR 

HIS OWN SINS BY SHEDDING 
THAT BLOOD OF CIRCUMCISION. 
Some of the Galatians insisted that 
they were going to be uncircum-
cised (have the operation called 
epispasm that obliterates the act 
of circumcision). This is a wrong 
understanding. “Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is 
nothing; but the keeping of the 
commandments of Yahweh.” (1 
Corinthians 7:19).

Consequently, all of these things 
need to be taken into consideration. 
The book of Galatians must be 
viewed in its historical perspective. 
Our study must be predicated upon 
the sacred Scriptures, first of all, and 
harmonizing the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation. Then, we must take 
into consideration the culture and 
the times in which it was written; 
in other words, we must take into 
consideration the life setting of the 
book (known in theological circles 
as sitz im leben).

These seven Assemblies of Asia 
that are addressed by the Messiah in 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are each 

sent a letter from the Messiah and 
our Father in heaven. This letter is 
to encourage and correct them. The 
remnants of those seven Assemblies 
eventually migrated not only out of 
Asia Minor to the northwest, but, 
finally, journeyed through Europe. 
Some of their descendants eventu-
ally even migrated to the new world. 
We find a few of those remnant 
peoples still in existence today.

These seven Assemblies were 
originally founded by the missionary 
efforts of the Apostle Paul and other 
missionary endeavors of the Apos-
tolic Assembly. Subsequently, they 
were joined by various members of 
the Apostolic Assembly who had fled 
from Jerusalem before the destruc-
tion of the Temple under Titus in 
70 C.E. Paul had preached to these 
Assemblies. We must remember that 
most of them appear listed in the 
New Testament, especially in the 
book of Acts.

The Apostle Paul writes a letter 
from prison to the Ephesians. The 
Ephesians are the ones who are 
described as living in the vicinity 
of the temple of Diana (or Artemis). 
The group of Messianic believers at 
Ephesus is challenged to become 
more passionate for the Faith, be-
cause they left their first love. If you 
want to know what is wrong with, 
or what happened to, the Ephesian 
Assembly, then compare the book of 
Ephesians with the mini-epistle of 
Ephesians, along with the epistles to 
Timothy and Titus. Timothy was the 
Bishop of the Assembly at Ephesus.

The same thing is also true of 
Philadelphia and Laodicea. If you 
want to take the mini-epistle to 
Laodicea into consideration first, 
it is the book of Colossians—which 
you must read. When you compare 
the book of Colossians and the 
mini-epistle to the Laodiceans, and 
take into consideration the book of 
Philemon, then many of these points 
are brought into clear and sharp 
focus. How do we know this? Turn 
to Colossians 4:16-17. Archippus 
was the bishop of the Laodicean 
Assembly.

Our study must 
be predicated 

upon the sacred 
Scriptures, 

first of all, and 
harmonizing 

the Bible from 
Genesis to 
Revelation.
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A harmony of these three letters 
will give you much information to 
understand the spiritual atmosphere 
and problems of the Assembly of 
Philadelphia and the Assembly of 
Laodicea. Are you a Philadelphian 
or a Laodicean today?

The name Philadelphia means 
friend, or dear to the brethren. It 
also means love of the brethren. 
 Philadelphia is, therefore, a combina-
tion word. Philos (a family-type love) 
in Greek is the first part of the name. 
The second element of the term is 
adelphos, which means a brother.

Laodikeia is the correct way of 
pronouncing the name of the seventh 
Assembly in the Greek.

Laos means a people, but dike 
means right or justice. Therefore, 
the name Laodicea means justice of 
the people, or justice to the people, 
or the right to the people.

Consequently, we can more 
clearly understand from their names 
what is being written to these two 
Assemblies. The message to the As-
sembly at Philadelphia brings out 
some very important points for us 
to understand when we recognize 
that Philadelphia means the love 
of the brethren.

We will begin reading in verse 
7 of Revelation chapter 3. “ These 
things says he that is holy, he 
that is true, he that has the key 
of David, he that opens and no 
one shall shut, and that shuts, 
and none opens.” The key of David 
means the right of rulership. The 
Messiah is the One who possesses 
the key of David. See Isaiah 22:21-
22. He is the One destined to be the 
ultimate Judge in the Assembly, 
because He is the Messianic ruler, 
the anointed King.

Yahshua continues in verse 8, 
“I know your works (behold, 
I have set before you an open 
door, which none can shut), that 
you have a little power, and did 
keep my word, and did not deny 
my name.” Have you denied the 
true Name of the Messiah? Some 
people do, because they are using 
a Greek-Latin combination term for 

the Messiah’s Name instead of His 
true Hebrew Name, Yahshua, which 
means Yahweh is salvation.

The open door refers us to a 
 Hebrew letter. In the Hebrew 

 alphabet, the letter that symbol-
izes the open door is the daleth, 
the “d,”—the fourth letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet. The metaphor of 
the open door represents various 
blessings  bestowed upon His True 
Worshipers by our Father in heaven. 
It  symbolizes taking His message to 
the rest of the world. See 1 Corin-
thians 16:9 and 2 Corinthians 2:12. 
Not only this, but an open door repre-
sents the understanding of prophecy 
 (Colossians 4:3). It represents an 
open door of communication between 
heaven and earth, just as we read in 
Revelation 4:1 and 3:20, therefore, 
the understanding of prophecy.

The True Worshipers who are in 
the Philadelphia Assembly, the As-
sembly of loving people respecting 
each other, have an open door that 
no one can shut. They are faithfully 
and obediently keeping the Word 
of Yahweh. They also do not deny 
the Name of the Messiah, which is 
Yahshua.

Further in the passage, in verse 
10 we read, “Because you did keep 
the word of my patience, I will 
also keep you from the hour of 
trial, that hour which is to come 
upon the whole world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” Here 
appears a promise that the True 
Worshipers will be preserved from 
the Great Tribulation.

What is the matter with Laodicea? 
The answer can be found beginning 
in verse 15 of Revelation chapter 
3. “I know your works, that you 
are neither cold nor hot: I would 
rather you were cold or hot. So 
because you are lukewarm, and 
neither hot nor cold, I will spew 
you out of my mouth. Because you 
say, I am rich, and have gotten 
riches, and have need of noth-
ing; and know not that you are 
the wretched one and miserable 
and poor and blind and naked.”

You would imagine that an in-
dividual would prefer lukewarm 
liquid. Yet, that is not a correct 
interpretation here, because on a 
hot day you prefer cold liquid to cool 
you off. On a cold day you prefer 
something hot that will warm your 
body. Something that is lukewarm 
is not really palatable during those 
extreme temperatures. Furthermore, 
the lukewarm temperature causes 
LEAVEN to proliferate, so, evidently, 
that is what Almighty Yahweh is 
trying to show us here. We see that 
the Laodiceans are leavened. They 
are living in an atmosphere where 
leaven (sin) works best.

Then Yahshua says in verse 19, 
“As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent.” THE LAODICEANS HAVE 
LOST THEIR ZEAL FOR YAHWEH.

What about you? Are you a Phila-
delphian, or a Laodicean? Will you 
receive the promises of Philadelphia, 
or the rebuke of Laodicea?

You must answer this most 
significant question. Choose the 
Assembly that was complimented 
and blessed (Philadelphia) rather 
than the Assembly that had to be 
rebuked (Laodicea).             snb 

The True 
Worshipers who are 
in the Philadelphia 

Assembly, the 
Assembly of loving 
people respecting 
each other, have 

an open door that 
no one can shut. 

They are faithfully 
and obediently 

keeping the Word 
of Yahweh.
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“ D e c l a r i n g  t h e  e n d 
f r o m  t h e   b e g i n n i n g . ”

(Isaiah 46:9-10)

The book of Revelation is an unveiling of 
events that will occur at the end of the age. Its 
22 chapters, containing only 404 verses, need 
not terrify the Bible student with descriptions 
of beasts, major wars, martyrdoms, famines, 
and destructive earthquakes. 

Will you familiarize yourself with the 
Author of the book of Revelation? A blessing 
awaits each Bible student who reads, hears, 
and does the words of the prophecy of this 
book! Write for more information on this first 
volume of  Commentary on the Book of 
revelation by Elder Jacob O. Meyer. Write to: 

Assemblies of Yahweh
P. O. Box C

Bethel, PA 19507

(717) 933-4518

www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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