
CG Lantis honored for past years 
of dedication as SDDA chair

by Mary Jo David
In July 2021, a spontaneous 

recognition event by the 
Stockbridge Downtown 
Development Authority (SDDA) 
honored CG Lantis for his lengthy 
interim as chair of the agency. 
Lantis served as SDDA chair from 
2011 to 2019. 

A lifelong Stockbridge resident, 
Lantis, along with his sister, Katie 
Rodgers, owns the Lantis Plaza—
commercial rental properties, 
including storage units on M-106 in 
Stockbridge. He is also part owner 
with Rebecca Dunne of The Auto 
Shop at Lantis Plaza. CG Lantis 
represents the fifth generation of 
his family to reside in Stockbridge, 
and although he is no longer chair 
of the SDDA, he considers that 
organization to be instrumental in 
Stockbridge.

Says Lantis: “The DDA plays 

Stockbridge business owner 
and lifelong resident CG Lantis 
was honored for his eight years 
as SDDA chair—from 2011 to 
2018. Photo provided by SDDA

K-9 Koa an awesome law enforcement partner

Officer Bill Carr’s commitment and 
dedication to Koa and the Unadilla 
Township K-9 team have been 
instrumental in turning the team into a 
reality. Photo credit Mary Jo David

by Mary Jo David
If you were to list the traits of a perfect co-worker, 

what would you include? Probably someone who is fun 
and entertaining, but most importantly, smart and knows 
when to get down to business. Officer Bill Carr of the 
Unadilla Township Police Department has exactly that in 
a partner—except his partner, Koa, has four legs, a tail, 
and an Instagram account (koa_k916).

Carr and Koa make up Unadilla’s K-9 team, which 
officially hit the road in November 2020. 

“Koa is a perfect partner,” Carr explained. “We have 
an incredible bond. Her playfulness serves as a valuable 
icebreaker when we’re out in public, but she is always 
ready to get serious and work hard when it’s time.”

Koa is certified in narcotics detection, tracking, 
and article search, and she is currently in training for 
apprehension certification. According to Carr, “Koa can 

Stockbridge schools welcome new staff members

a very important role in the Stockbridge community, not only to assist 
in developing new business but to help look out for the interests 
of the businesses and properties that are already part of downtown 
Stockbridge.”

follow a trail or scent that humans can’t begin to pick up, and she is very capable at sniffing out 
narcotics.”

Prior to being road-patrol ready, this 18-month-old Belgian Malinois attended a six-week 
academy accompanied by her partner Carr. They continue training, about the equivalent of one shift 
a week.

Although it may sound unusual to refer to Koa as a law enforcement partner, she is every bit of 
that and more; even at the end of the day, Koa goes home to be with Carr and his family. 

See Koa the K-9 on page 19.

Back row (left to right): Donnie Anderson (Smith/Heritage K-4 STEM); Lucas Snider (Jr/
Sr High School Physics); Collin Price (Jr/Sr High School Music); David Rowse (Heritage 
fifth- and sixth-grade Physical Education); Brandon Vince (Heritage sixth-grade Science); 
Front row (left to right): Debbie Wightman (Smith/Heritage K-4 Title I); Payge Fox (Heritage 
Resource Room); Kristi Gillon (Jr/Sr High School English 10); Ashley Moore (Heritage/Jr/Sr 
High School Instructional Coach); Keila Kilgore (K-12 Mental Health Specialist). Photo credit 
Judy Brune

by Judy Brune
Arriving bright and early on Tuesday, Aug. 17, recently hired staff members for Stockbridge 

Community Schools gathered at the Smith Elementary library for a new teacher orientation to kick 
off the 2021-2022 school year.

FDA approves Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
Approval signifies key achievement for public health

Excerpt from full FDA news release
On Aug. 23, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved 

the first COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccine has been known as the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, and will now be marketed as 
Comirnaty (koe-mir’-na-tee), for the prevention of COVID-19 disease 
in individuals 16 years of age and older. The vaccine also continues to 
be available under emergency use authorization (EUA), including for 
individuals 12 through 15 years of age and for the administration of a 
third dose in certain immunocompromised individuals.

To read the full news release, go to www.fda.gov/news-events/press-
announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine

Trinity Health Michigan statement about 
FDA approval of COVID-19 vaccine

Following the FDA’s full approval of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine on Aug. 23, Trinity Health Michigan released the following 
statement recognizing the FDA’s approval of the vaccine (sent to news 
organizations on Aug. 23).

“Trinity Health Michigan hopes more people will immediately 
seek the COVID-19 vaccination as they should be convinced of their 
safety and effectiveness following the FDA’s full approval of the Pfizer 
vaccine. Hospitalizations and death from COVID-19 are now almost 
entirely preventable. For those of us in the medical community, today’s 
announcement sends a loud and clear message: The vaccine is safe and 
it works.”
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Rural Perspectives: Fragrant water lily (Nymphaea odorata)
by Diane Constable
While out and about on the quiet, still waters of 

shallow waterways, you are sure to see our beautiful 
native fragrant water lily (Nymphaea odorata).

The waxy, shiny bright green round leaves with a "v" 
notch can be easily identified from a distance. They float 
on the surface of the water and can be as big as dinner 
plates — up to 12 inches across.The underside is purple 
and the stems tether the leaves to the buried 3- to 4-inch 

Diane Gray 

Constable

The fragrant water lily is a floating 
flower that can be up to 12 
inches across. Photo credit Diane 
Constable

tubers.
With their 20-30 petals, the very fragrant 

floating flowers are an eye-catching white with 
bright yellow stamens in the center.

Turtles shelter under the leaves, birds eat the 
seeds, muskrat eat the roots and deer munch on 
the leaves. Humans also have used this plant 
for food and medicinal purposes. 

Fun Fact: The leaves are so large they create 
their own microhabitats by sheltering small 
pond plants and animals underneath. They also 
can act as a landing pad for larger insects and 
small frogs.

Clean-up and fairy village events to spruce 
up the Beckwith Preserve in September

The Sept. 18 Clean-Up and Fairy/Gnome Village events in Beckwith Preserve will ensure the preserve 
remains a welcoming place for all. Photo credits James Clark-Swalla

Information from Wellness Coalition Clean-up Club, Beckwith Preserve, and Stockbridge 
Area Arts Council

The Legacy Land Conservancy as well as the Clean-Up Club of the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition are appealing to those who take pride in the area’s natural offerings to assist in their next 
clean-up project. Join these groups on Saturday, Sept. 18, at 2 p.m., as they focus attention on the 
Beckwith Preserve. (Rain date, if necessary: Sunday, Sept. 19. Same time.)

Bring your work gloves, good pruners and/or tree saws to the preserve parking lot on the curve at 
the east end of the Village of Stockbridge (on M-106). Clean-up efforts will focus on clearing brush 
and removing invasive species like autumn olive. There will be plenty of work to do—perfect for 
adults who like to work outside. 

The Stockbridge Area Arts Council is also getting in on the Beckwith Preserve action with an 
event for all ages—creating a Fairy/Gnome Village. If you’ve walked in the preserve lately, you may 
have noticed a few tiny houses—just the right size for fairies and gnomes—that are cropping up in 
the preserve. 

At 3 p.m. on the day of the Clean-Up, Fairy/Gnome Village event attendees are invited to find 
leaves, branches, stones, acorns, and more for use as they create tiny gnome or fairy houses. The 
Arts Council will be providing additional materials. Finished creations will be placed along the 
Beckwith Nature Preserve trail. 

According to Andrea Stickney of the Stockbridge Area Arts Council, “This is a 
chance to create a tiny community within the village with your friends and a great 
time to explore nature.” 

Someone will also be available to discuss what makes a house biodegradable, 
what makes a plant become an invasive species, and additional information about 
the preserve.
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Historical society plans 60th annual meeting

The Waterloo Farm Museum site has 
a long history from the time of Native 
American trails, to LaSalle and his men 
camping on the property in the 1600s. 
Photo provided by Arlene Kaiser

by Arlene Kaiser
Please join Waterloo Area Historical Society members 

at the 60th Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation 
Social, Sept. 19 from 2 to 4:30 p.m. at the Waterloo Farm 
Museum, 12493 Waterloo-Munith Road, Grass Lake, 
Michigan. The meeting is open to society members and 
those who would like to become members. 

The anniversary meeting will be celebrated with cake, 
ice cream sundaes and prizes. A short business meeting 
will inform you about what has been happening at the 
museum. 

At 3:30 p.m., a history presentation will be open to 
the public. Brian Dewey and James Hunt will present 
“Forgotten History: Indian Trails and Waterways.” After 
all, we are the Waterloo Area Historical Society. 

The more we dig into the history of the area, the more we discover about the Native American 
connection with the museum property. 

Brian and Jim have researched and explored many of these trails and waterways themselves. 
Photos and historical information of these explorations will be interesting to see.

During the business meeting, we will be voting for approval of updated and revised society 
bylaws. These bylaws have been streamlined and will now reflect the future of WAHS. Please go to 
the website at www.waterloofarmmuseum.org to review and become familiar with these updates.

We hope to see you there.

Gwen Reid selected as new 
Outreach executive director

New Stockbridge Community 
Outreach Executive Director Gwen 
Reid (left) with Jo Mayer, Outreach 
board chair, in the organization’s 
food pantry. Photo credit Paul Crandall

by Paul Crandall
New Stockbridge 

Community Outreach 
Executive Director 
Gwen Reid hit the 
ground running on 
her first day, Aug. 
18, having spent the 
past couple of years 
volunteering in many 
capacities at Outreach.

“We are so lucky 
that Gwen can step into 
the void being left by 

(departing director) Karen Smith,” said Kelly Schmidt, Outreach 
board member and volunteer pantry co-coordinator. “Gwen is 
so outgoing, compassionate and empathetic. And her extensive 
social work experience gives her the expertise to have a big 
impact on the lives of our clients.” 

Schmidt added that when Smith told the board she had taken 
another job, he worried that Outreach would have trouble finding 
a suitable replacement. 

“I was relieved to see Gwen’s application and extensive 
volunteer and work experience that so closely matches the needs 
of many of our clients,” Schmidt said.

Indeed, departing director Smith leaves big shoes to fill. Her 
accomplishments include overseeing the agency’s move from an 
old trailer into new, clean and bright offices in the Stockbridge 
Activity Center, as well as an increase in the number of clients 
served and grants received. Smith has agreed to stay on for a 
few hours per week to help the new director with the transition, 
keeping Outreach operations running smoothly.

Reid has expressed her enthusiasm for her new position, 
stating she has “a true passion for rural community involvement, 
team building and empowering others.” 

Outreach volunteer and Board Chair Jo Mayer shared that, 
“Gwen has been a delight to work with—full of energy, very 
organized and a real ‘people’ person. It’s good to see her taking 
on more responsibility—she’ll be great in this new role.”

Stockbridge Community Outreach Association is a nonprofit 
food pantry and crisis center located in Stockbridge and serves 
those who live within the Stockbridge School District boundaries. 

Along the Fence Daylilies a blooming business

“Bubbles” (Barbara Stout, Saundra’s niece), 
left, and Saundra Dunn promote the farm 
while wearing T-shirts inspired by teen 
workers. Photo provided by Saundra Dunn

by Joan Tucker
Along the Fence Daylilies on Parman Road 

between Dansville and Stockbridge offered a 
unique colorful experience on a beautiful summer 
day. 

Pulling up to the multiple gardens of daylilies 
brought me nothing but joy. The intense and 
vibrant color of the daylilies stood out against 
a backdrop of green pastures, a barn, and a few 
horses. 

Several teenagers were working as Saundra 
Dunn greeted me with a warm smile and dirt on 
her hands. She made me feel welcome as she 
explained the elements of her business. 

Saundra and Mary Ann Cleary started their 
family-run daylily farm in 2008. For the past 
nine seasons, they have employed about 30 high 
school and college students as well as many 
adults. Family members come from Maine and 
West Virginia to “vacation” which—in Saundra’s 
words—means they work with different scenery. 
It took a village to grow this small farm.

Saundra, a retired special education teacher 
and a school psychologist for over 30 years, 
embraced the opportunity to work with local 
students. 

See Daylilies on page 10.Layers of Gold daylilies. Photo credit Saundra Dunn



September 2021Stockbridge Community News4

Staff Spotlight: Stockbridge High School veteran football coach 
Jeremy Killinger teaches great carry-over skills on the field

Jeremy Killinger, head varsity 
football coach, preparing his 
team for the season’s first 
football game. Photo credit: 
Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Jeremy Killinger is beginning his 20th year as head football coach for 

Stockbridge High School. He’s proving to be a popular choice for “coach,” 
as he’s also into his fifth year as head girls soccer coach and he is the boys 
freshman basketball coach. In the past, Killinger also filled in as a long-term 
substitute teacher at the middle school and high school in Stockbridge.

Many in the community view Killinger as fair, knowledgeable, and 
hardworking. He has shaped many young athletes from this community into 

Amy Haggerty

well-rounded citizens, including many who have gone on to play at 
the college level, applying so much of what they have learned from 
Killinger.

This coach has many responsibilities the general public is 
unaware of, such as recruiting athletes, hiring staff, scheduling, 
maintaining equipment/field, procuring equipment, and fundraising 
for running his program. Killinger works directly with school 
administration and the athletic and maintenance departments to 
accomplish many of these tasks. Most importantly, he works with 
our students and their families. More than once, this community has 
watched Killinger take lost students and shape them into respectful 
community members. 

Killinger grew up in the north Fowlerville area and moved to 
Stockbridge as a young boy. His dad, Alden Killinger, worked as 
a herdsman for the Topping and Sweet families. After graduating 
from Stockbridge High School in 1994, Killinger attended Baker 

College and Spring Arbor University. He works full time as a controller for CD Okemos 10, LLC, 
the company that runs the Mugg & Bopps convenience store chain. 

He married his high school sweetheart, Kim, in 1998. In October, they will be celebrating their 
23rd anniversary. Many are familiar with Kim, who works in the media center at the Junior/Senior 
Stockbridge High School. 

The Killingers have three children. Alexis is 19 years old, working in the 
medical field in East Lansing. This fall she will be attending Lansing Community 
College studying psychology with the hopes of becoming a physician's assistant. 

Peyton is 17 and begins her freshman year at Spring Arbor University, where 
she is majoring in criminal justice and minoring in pre-law. She is also a goalkeeper 
for Spring Arbor’s women's soccer program. 

Eleven-year-old Evan will be a fifth-grader at Heritage Elementary School. He 
loves football, like his dad, and is also partial to basketball and weight lifting. Since 
moving to the country, Evan enjoys more outdoor activities, including hunting, 
fishing, and exploring. 

Coach Killinger enjoys spending time with his family, outdoor activities, and 
working with community and church organizations. He runs the Stockbridge TD 
Club, which is a nonprofit offering football and cheerleading opportunities to about 
175 K-through-8 students in the Stockbridge Community School District. 

See Staff Spotlight on page 15.



Stockbridge Community NewsSeptember 2021 5

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation announces Jennifer Goble as 2021 Helen Mitteer 
Remembrance Employee of the Year Award recipient

SAEF President Jennifer Hammerberg 
(left) presents Jennifer Goble the 2021 
Helen Mitteer Remembrance Employee of 
the Year Award. Photo provided by 
Jennifer Hammerberg

by Laura Whitaker
At the start of each school year, the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation helps welcome school staff back to school with 

the presentation of the Helen Mitteer Remembrance Employee of the Year Award. The recipient of the award receives $1,500 to put 
toward an educational program of their choosing. As a former educator in the Stockbridge School district, Mrs. Mitteer’s dedication 
is remembered by providing financial support to employees who reflect her unselfish commitment to the students of Stockbridge 
schools.

This past school year was unlike anything anyone had ever encountered. With the introduction of a hybrid-style learning 
environment, quarantines, and positive COVID cases throughout the district, the staff at Stockbridge Community Schools hurdled 
more obstacles than a normal school year usually presents. Staff members worked hard to make everything work as best they could. 
Not just in classrooms, buses, or cafeterias, but also ensuring the district could still function successfully. One such person stood 
out in administration by making sure everyone had what they needed, even working through a positive COVID case and having the 
internet go down throughout the district. The SAEF is proud to announce this year’s recipient for Employee of the Year is Jennifer 
Goble, Payroll extraordinaire. Ms. Goble is someone that, quite literally, everyone across the district needs. She works tirelessly to 
make sure each and every employee is taken care of, no matter the circumstances. 

Ms. Goble received two nominations, and while deserving, this is quite rare for staff members. Many people may not know that 
Ms. Goble is the one and only payroll clerk for the district. Every two weeks, she makes sure that 148 employees are taken care 
of; and checks that each and every one has their specific needs met with different accounts, codes, retirement plans, deductions, 
adjustments, etc. Bruce Wm. Brown, former superintendent of Stockbridge Schools, nominated Ms. Goble and describes payroll as 
“a 52-week commitment. There is no payroll summer vacation. ...everything is subordinate to the responsibility of making sure every 
paycheck is on time and accurate. Even after receiving a positive COVID test and feeling quite ill, Ms. Goble requested the necessary 
equipment she needed be delivered to her home to complete payroll. The successful pay deposits “seemed routine to those receiving 
them, but I wanted to give Jennifer a medal,” states Mr. Brown in his nomination letter. “She had completed payroll from home 
despite suffering from the terrible hurt of the COVID-19 virus.” 

A second nomination came for Ms. Goble from Kristin Vedder-Clark, business office accountant, who said “it is an understatement 
to say she (Ms. Goble) takes her job very seriously. She takes great pride in being accurate, helpful and attentive to detail.” This is 
an important quality for someone with such a big responsibility to have. Ms. Vedder-Clark continues by saying, “People know they 
can come into her office with an issue, and she will listen to them, help them, and treat them with the utmost respect and dignity. I 

don’t think we always realize how very, very lucky we are to have her as one of our fellow employees. I think, sometimes, as a society, we undervalue certain skills and people, 
especially when they are in the background. But I can guarantee you, without Jennifer, our school (district) would not run as well as it does.”

This year, the SAEF board received five nominations; more than any previous year and we are proud to see so many of our employees recognized for their hard work and 
dedication to our schools, students and families. Congratulations, Jennifer, for being recognized as the 2021 Employee of the Year! 
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Ask an Expert: Tips to prevent 
animal-related vehicle crashes

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Hundreds of thousands of animal-related vehicular accidents occur in the United 

States each year. These collisions usually occur when animals unexpectedly dash in 
front of a vehicle or when drivers don’t see an animal standing in the way until it’s 
too late.

Animals on the road can be unpredictable with their movements and reactions. 
For that reason, the best way to prevent an accident is knowing how to react when 
you encounter them. Follow the tips below to avoid wildlife-related vehicular collisions.

Be alert. When driving in the countryside, mountains, or near water formations like lakes, ponds, and 
rivers, encountering animals on the road is a real possibility. As such, it’s important to proceed with caution 
while you’re driving.

Look out for yellow wildlife warning signs. If you have passengers, ask them to be your extra set of eyes. 
Also, keep in mind that some creatures, such as goats and deer, like to move in groups. If you see one, there 
are probably others nearby.

Reduce your speed. When you spot an animal ahead, reduce your speed or come to a complete stop if 
necessary. You’ll want to avoid hitting the brakes at the very last moment.

Don’t assume that an animal will cross the road before you come close to it. And, if you see one crossing, 
anticipate that there may be more coming behind. If a large animal, such as a bear or moose, blocks your way, 
wait for it to move.

Stay in the middle lane. If you’re driving on a multilane highway, try to stay in the middle lane. 
Sometimes, the distance between your vehicle and the side of the road can determine whether you will 
successfully avoid a wildlife-related car collision in Sioux Falls.

Turn up your lights. Use your high-beam headlights when driving through dark areas if you have the road 
to yourself. Doing so will help you spot animals at night before you’re too close to them.

However, you must remember to turn your high beams off when approaching another vehicle. Leaving 
them on may distract the driver in front of you.

Dealing with the aftermath. If you can’t avoid an animal-related car collision, don’t panic. Check on your 
passengers first; then, call the authorities if the animal is injured or dead.

If your vehicle is damaged, bring it to a repair center immediately.
John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge.The couple have lived 

in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business 
since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been 
working on cars for more than 75 years. 
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‘This I Believe’
Winners of the semiannual “This I Believe” contest are in, and first place goes to Samantha Nothnagel. The 

second-place winner is Maggie Jones, and the third-place winner is David Villegas. 
For the past several years, Stockbridge High School and the Stockbridge Friends of the Library have 

collaborated to offer an essay-writing contest in order to engage Stockbridge High School students in an 
exploration of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held twice a year, the contest is based on NPR’s four-
year-running and now defunct “This I Believe” program. 

SCN is pleased to publish second-place winner Jones' essay in its entirety below as SCN’s monthly student-
written column. Stay tuned for the first-place winner in SCN’s October edition.

Second-place winning essay by Maggie Jones
by Maggie Jones
It was Wednesday night, and I was sitting in my room 

playing with all of my toys. My parents called me out to the 
front room, but at the time I thought that they just wanted 
to ask me a question. I turned the corner and my heart sank. 
My mom was crying, and my mom never cries. Then, she 
told me the worst news I had ever heard, my Grandpa died. 
At first I didn’t believe it, and I didn’t want to believe it. He 
was the strongest person I had ever known, there was no way 
that he could’ve died so suddenly, and without any warning. 
As much as I wanted to deny it, he was gone. Suddenly, it hit 
me,I would never be able to play another game of basketball 
with him, I would never be able to look over at one of my 
sports games and see him cheering me on at the bleachers 
with a big smile on his face, and I would never get that safe 
feeling that I felt every time he hugged me ever again. It was 
all too real, and I couldn’t take it. I had never dealt with grief 
up to that point, let alone losing someone as important as my 

Grandfather, or who I would consider one of my best friends. 
After that night I started to withdraw from everyone and anything around me. I didn’t want to go outside, 

I didn’t want to play with friends, and I started hating basketball because I could only imagine him not being 
there to cheer me on. I just wanted to go back to the time when everything was easier, the time when I could 
just be a kid and not worry about people dying. No matter how hard I tried, I continued to fail to see the 
beauty in the world that my eyes used to see perfectly fine before his death. My parents tried really hard to 
get me to come out of my shell, they couldn’t understand what was wrong with me. I knew what was wrong 
though, I was heartbroken.

One day I went to the library in town with my parents. When we were there they ended up convincing me 

Maggie Jones, second-place winner. 
Photo provided by Jessica Martell

to check out a book, even though I had no interest in reading at the time. 
I got home and put the book on my nightstand where it stayed for a few 
days because at the time I was exhausted purely by doing nothing. Then, 
one night, for reasons I don’t remember, I picked up the book and I 
started reading. It was life-changing.

Reading that book helped transport me into this other world, and 
in this other world I had nothing to be afraid of. In this other world, 
my sadness disappeared completely. In this other world, I could be 
an entirely different person. From that point on I was addicted. I read 
everything around me, no matter what the genre or age range. I’ll admit 
I’ve gotten some teasing over the years because people never understand 
how I could possibly like reading. The fact is, reading is my coping 
mechanism, just as other people’s coping mechanisms are sports or their 
phones. No matter how hard life can get, I will always have books to 
turn to when I need to escape. Books are my safety net to catch me when 
I stumble. I’d be lost without them.

I can honestly say that reading has made my life extremely more 
meaningful. I am very grateful that we have literature to enjoy, so I can 
spend my time doing something that I love. Worries seem to just wash 
away the second that I step into a new world. Reading has also always 
helped me thrive off of learning new knowledge and expanding my brain 
to new vocabulary. I’m most at peace when I am relaxing in a comfy 
chair on a nice day with a warm drink by my side, and a book in my 
hand. It makes me upset that so many people are never going to feel that 
joy in their life, I wish I could show everyone the beauty and the wonder 
that warms your heart by picking up a book.

Reading sounds very cliché and nerdy, but if everyone were to 
read for even less than an hour every single day, then I guarantee that 
our minds would be more developed. Books make our brains work to 
understand all of the details that the author is throwing at us. I can’t 
begin to describe how much reading has made me smarter. Just by 
reading I have been more successful in classes, and my vocabulary has 
grown immensely. Books are like mirrors, except when you look into 
these mirrors you can see the world in a new, brighter light. They show 
us good in the world even when real life can be a struggle. Books can 
also show us sides of us that we don’t normally see, they can open our 
eyes to the depths of our emotions and expose how we truly feel on the 
inside. Reading could help inspire us substantially, and who knows, they 
might even make all of us happier in the long run. Next time, when life 
is stressful, try picking up a book instead of your phone, and get ready to 
open yourself to a world of possibilities.
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A glance in the rearview mirror: September 
1921—Thief leaves ring in melon patch. 
Diphtheria in the village. Murderer no longer.

by Mary Jo David
The following excerpts are from September 1921 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. These news excerpts are usually 
reproduced in the original, without edits or corrections. For those 

interested, the Stockbridge Library has old issues of local news publications dating back to 1883 on USB 
drives that can be plugged into library computers for viewing. The quality of these digital files is much better 
and easier to read than the old microfiche versions.

Church Reopened: The re-opening service of the Gregory Baptist Church took place Sunday, August 
28, 1921. … Mr. Lewis Howlett of Howell, an old Gregory boy, also gave a few remarks congratulating the 
church on her enterprize in the beautifying of their house of worship and made reference to many familiar 
family names in bygone days. ... In 1880 the name was changed from Baptist Church of Unadilla to the 1st 
Baptist of Gregory. … The repairs cost $2,500 and is nearly all provided for. … –9/1/1921

Careful Father: Young Harold was late in attendance at Sunday school and the minister inquired the 
reason. “I was going fishing but father wouldn’t let me,” announced the lad. “That’s the right kind of father to 
have,” replied the reverend gentleman. “Did he explain why he would not let you go?” “Yes, sir. He said there 
wasn’t bait enough for two.” –9/1/1921

Labor Day: The American Legion was favored with a nice afternoon for their day here Monday, and a 
large crowd gathered for observance of Labor Day. The Stockbridge Band played several selections, after 
which the boxing matches were called. …The large crowd then went to the ball park to witness the two games 
advertised. …The Town Hall was packed for the picture show “Twin Beds,” and the dance that followed. Alva 
Creagor won the $25 special prize given away by the Legion. The Legion members feel pretty good over this 
day, as it will practically put them out of debt. –9/8/1921

Who Claims This Ring: One night this last week persons entered Fred Dolbee’s melon patch in Aurelius 
township. After they had left, there were not enough melons left to wad a shotgun, and according to Fred, he 
had some fine ones. But in their zealous endeavor to get everything of worth from the patch, one of the thieves 
lost a ring. … the person losing this ring can have it by calling at [Dolbee’s] place. … if it is not called for 
before next week, he will publish the initials of the person... –9/15/1921

Flivver King Turns Railroad Wizzard: Henry Ford went on record as the top notch ignoramus of big 
business. Lately he also went on record as the best little railroad doctor in these United States. In the six dull 
months of this blue-nosed year, Ford yanked the Detroit & Toledo railroad out of a yawning deficit and gave 
it a flying start with $1,261,259 surplus … where the road before handled 200 cars in 24 hours, Ford steamed 
up to 1,200 cars in 12 hours. And on top of all these innovations he managed to reduce the train schedule fully 
two hours. … –9/29/1921 

LOCAL & PERSONAL NEWS
September 1, 1921 edition: 
• Attention Farmers: If you have cider apples for sale, get in touch with Harry L. Hulburt, Warden, 

Michigan State Prison, Jackson. If you cannot pick your crop, maybe we can help you.
• Herman Hurst is again able to be upon the street. 
• The Derby Silo Club began filling silos at George Springman’s on Tuesday. Much earlier in the season 

than they ever filled before.
September 8, 1921 edition:
• W.H. Caskey, Bert Beeman, Lesley Ingles, and Howard Collings attended the auto races at Owosso last 

Saturday afternoon.
• Notice to Delinquents: All persons having dogs upon which the 1921 tax has not been paid, will be 

obliged to pay additional fees if my department is obliged to call and collect same. ... Pay that tax now. –Hugh 
W. Silsby, Sheriff

• During the heavy storm last Tuesday a barn containing about 20 tons of hay on the George Backus farm 
was struck by lightning and burned to the ground.

September 15, 1921 edition:
• Diphtheria has entered the homes of two families in this village. Mrs. James Mitteer and son Robert, and 

the little son of Mrs. Hattie West. Every precaution is being taken so as not to get spread over the village.
September 29, 1921 edition:
• While at the Jackson Fair Mrs. John Burgess guessed on how long it would take a candle to burn down. 

She won second prize.
INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
Sept 1, 1921 edition:
• Halt Firemen at Border (Vienna)—Frontier restrictions were carried to an extreme when they prevented 

an Austria fire brigade from crossing the Italian border to fight a blaze. Some buildings on the Italian side of 
the Brenner Pass railway station caught fire and the Austrian town’s firemen turned out. Italian gendarmes 
demanded their visas and having none they were forced to watch the warehouses burn.

September 8, 1921 edition:
• Missourian Meets Man He Thought He Had Killed in Quarrel 14 Years Ago: Man falls from train during 

fight which resulted from disagreement over dice game and antagonist thought him dead. Reuben E. Hall of 
Paris, Mo., met face to face in a Denver (Colo.) street a man whom he thought he had killed 14 years ago and 
the memory of whose alleged death had haunted him all these years. … For 14 years Hall, under the name of 
Harry E. Thomas of Denver, has quaked at the sight of a police officer. … But the worry is over. Thomas was 
walking recently on a Denver street. He met the man for whose murder he believed he was hunted. …the two 
recognized each other at the same time. The “murdered” man held out his hand in greeting.
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Bridge to Wellness
This September, a workout partner could strengthen a fitness routine and renew motivation for good health

by Gary Hicks
Thanks for the great ideas on interesting workouts to do with household items from the August Fitness Challenge. I even heard some great 

suggestions from one of the guys during the Monday evening golf scramble at Waterloo Golf Course. It’s always a welcome thing to see people 
taking interest in their health and fitness.

The year is getting long, and some people might be losing the motivation they had at the beginning of the year. One way to rejuvenate that lust 
for fitness is to take on a workout partner. If you can find someone with similar goals, workout time availability, and/or taste in workout tunes, it 
could really spice up your motivational juices. 

Not too long ago, I had the pleasure of working with a partner who I was very compatible with. I have since retired, so I work out alone again; Gary Hicks

however, I continue to talk to my workout partner every Tuesday. It keeps both of us on track because we are still accountable to each other even though we are not 
training together. 

Remember, your partner doesn’t have to actually be present to train with you, and you don’t have to be at the same fitness levels. Even if they don’t work out with 
you, a fitness partner can be a person who is interested in your health (vice versa is also nice) and/or someone who is willing to discuss progress and struggles with 
staying fit. 

Monthly Fitness Challenge for September
The Monthly Challenge will be to find a workout partner. Your partner could be someone to physically assist with exercise, a walking partner (person or animal), a 

Facebook friend, or anyone you can share your fitness experience with. 
Share your experiences with other readers so we can learn from each other. Here’s the Facebook link: www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge
Upcoming SAWC or wellness-related community events
• Open Air Market of Stockbridge: Fridays, 4-7 p.m. Weekly markets on the Stockbridge Town Square, near the gazebo.
• Harvest Moon Festival, Friday & Saturday, Sept. 10 and 11 in Stockbridge.
• Monday, Sept. 13: Outreach’s Fresh Food Distribution for anyone who needs food—no registration required, just show up. Jeruel Baptist Church’s parking lot. 4-5 

p.m. Curbside pick-up.
• Clean-up Club: Next gathering will be Saturday, Sept. 18, at 2 p.m., at the Beckwith Preserve parking lot on Michigan 106 (heading east out of Stockbridge). All 

welcome! Bring gloves, pruning shears, weed wackers, rakes, and a water bottle—we’ll be cutting down autumn olive trees and dispatching other invasive species.
• Stockbridge Area Arts Council sponsoring a Fairy/Gnome house placement in Beckwith Preserve at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 18, following the Clean-up Club 

event. Bring your own biodegradable house to place or make one on the spot. All ages. Free.
• Movies on the Stockbridge Town Square, 7 p.m.: Sept. 17, “ET”; Oct. 31, “Hocus Pocus.”
• Stockbridge Community Outreach’s Free “Cooking with a Pro” class runs 

weekly for six weeks from Tuesday, Oct. 19 – Tuesday, Nov. 23. Call 517-851-
7285 for more info and to register. Instructor: Jackie Scheller. Underwritten by 5 
Healthy Towns Foundation.

• Sunday, Oct. 24, Stockbridge Area Arts Council hosts local standout pianist 
Adam Knight for a free concert in the Township Hall, 3 p.m.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition. Remember, if you have health challenges that could 
hamper your ability to exercise, check with your doctor before taking 
on a new exercise regimen. Gary A. Hicks, a retired veteran police 
sergeant with a passion for fitness, writes the fitness portion. He has 

over 35 years of experience in teaching, coaching, martial arts instruction, and 
police academy instruction.
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She empowered them as part of her team to make decisions to improve her business and efficiency. 
They came up with the idea of “Along the Fence” staff T-shirts to identify themselves to customers. The 
lengthy conversations these teens had about how to open safely during the pandemic last year proved to be 
very successful to the business, providing joy to customers. Learning gardening skills and interacting with 
customers provided these students with a positive experience, and the love of daylilies will be a part of these 
young adults forever. 

While the number of visitors to the farm has steadily grown over the years, the summers of 2020 and 2021 
saw record numbers of guests, which Saundra and Mary Ann assume was due largely to the pandemic. Visitors 
shared that they were happy to get out of the house and engage in an outdoor activity that felt safe to them.

During the pandemic, people were inspired to take up gardening or enlarge their existing gardens. Many 
guests returned every two weeks or so to wander the rows of daylilies, generally making selections to 
purchase but sometimes just enjoying the colors and taking photographs. The biggest change in clientele that 
Saundra has noticed over the past two years is a trend toward younger guests and families with children. The 
horses, dogs, and cats at the farm enjoy interacting with young visitors while parents and grandparents wander 
the daylily field. 

Peak daylily bloom time is mid- to late July. But Along the Fence carries many varieties that are blooming 
even in August. Daylilies range in size from 14 inches in height to over 5 feet, with blooms from 2 to 12 
inches, so they have great versatility in the garden. 

Though their regular Thursday through Saturday hours have ended for the season, it is not too late to plan 
for next season. The farm will be the site of its annual Labor Day sale. Customers can preorder plants, which 
the staff will dig on Sept. 4. They will be packaged and available for pickup on Sept. 5-7, or they can be 
mailed to customers not within driving distance. Most of the plants in this sale will be finished blooming for 
this season, but they will settle in nicely to provide color in gardens next summer. You can request an order 
form by emailing alongthefencedaylilies@gmail.com.

 “This is like living in a painting” according to one of Saundra’s customers as she strolled the rows and 
rows of daylilies. You can make this a local summer experience whether you are a gardener or not. The beauty 
will astound you!

Along the Fence Fun Facts:
• They grow over 2,400 different cultivars on the farm, selling about 1,600 of them at any point.
• They have over 100 late to very late blooming cultivars and about 200 mid-lates so the field is still very 
colorful in August.
• They have a complete Stout Medal collection displayed in chronological order (this is the “daylily of the 
year”).
• They carry many vintage plants from the '40s, '50s and '60s, as well as recently hybridized plants as current 
as this year’s introductions.
• The Michigan-focused bed features plants from 28 Michigan hybridizers.
• Contact info: alongthefencedaylilies@gmail.com, Along the Fence Daylilies on Facebook, or call 
517-449-7368.

Daylilies page 3

Mary Ann Cleary stands in a field at her farm. Photo credit 
Saundra Dunn

Lilting Belle daylilies. Photo credit Saundra Dunn

Local traffic jam at Pleasant Lake — 
golf carts on parade

by Judy Williams
How do you celebrate the 80th 

birthday of a dedicated golf course 
owner?

 That's easy. All you need is a 
parade of golf carts coming across the 
fairway. 

Stanley David Kasprzycki, better 
known as Inch, is the owner of the 
Hankerd Hills golf course at Pleasant 
Lake. Inch purchased the course from 
Ed Rolllins in 1978, and the past 43 
years brought about many changes 
and improvements at the club.

 So when Inch turned 80 years 
young, his friends and family decided to celebrate July 25 with a special 
tribute of a golf cart parade and party.

“I was surprised by the number of golf carts that came out for the 
parade,” said a smiling Nancy Osterberg. “Some were decorated."

Osterberg said everyone met by the cul-de-sac on Old Silo Road before 
the parade. 

"We all came down the hill on No. 1 fairway waving our white hankies," 
she said. 

See Golf Carts on page 18.

Inch (center) waves a white handkerchief 
back at the oncoming parade of carts 
while everyone is dancing to "The Lover, 
Oh Lover Polka." Photo credit Jill Lefere
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UTPD Activity July 1-31, 2021
Thursday 7/1 - Property Damage Accident-E. M-36/
Kane Rd., Citizen Assist-M-106
Friday 7/2 - Citizen Assist-Williamsville Rd./Holmes 
Rd., Assist UTFD-Kaiser Rd./Joslin Lake Rd.
Saturday 7/3 - Disturbance/Trouble-Van Syckle Rd./
Dexter Trail, Respond to Alarm-Joslin Lake Rd./
Unadilla Rd., Domestic Physical-M. 36/Mickey Ln.
Sunday 7/4 - Boating Complaint-Kaiser Rd./Tamara 
Dr., Citizen Assist-Williamsville Rd./Roepke Rd., Civil 
Complaint-Meadowpark Dr./Doyle Rd.
Monday 7/5 - Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Holmes Rd., Vin 
Inspection-M-36/Spears Rd., Assist EMS-Roepke Rd./
Williamsville Rd., Hazard-Unadilla Rd./Williamsville 
Rd.
Tuesday 7/6 - Civil Complaint-Church St./Stockbridge 
St., Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St., Assist EMS-W. 
M-36/Graves Rd., Domestic Dispute-Main St./Dexter 
Trl.
Wednesday 7/7 - Operating while Impaired-Doyle Rd./
Unadilla Rd., Tree Hazard-W. M-36/Graves Rd., Assist 
UTFD-M-36 /Bullis Rd., Welfare Check-Cass St./
Dewey Rd., Tree Hazard-Barton Rd./Spears Rd.
Thursday 7/8 - Tree Hazard-Bullis Rd./W. M-36, 
Assist EMS Dutton Rd./Dexter Trl.
Friday 7/9 - Suspicious Situation-N-36/Bradley Rd., 
Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./Doyle Rd., Loud Party-W. 
M-36/Livermore Rd., Respond to Alarm-Dutton Rd./
Deep Valley Rd.
Saturday 7/10 - Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Dept.-Mill St./Main St.
Monday 7/12 - Welfare Check-M-36/Spears Rd., 
Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd.
Tuesday 7/13 - Suspicious Person-Wasson Rd./
Gregory Rd., Suspicious Situation-San Souci Ave./San 
Juan Ct.
Wednesday 7/14 - Tree Hazard-Worden Rd./Doyle 
Rd., Malicious Destruction of Property-Bullis Rd./
Main St., Property Damage Accident-Unadilla Rd./
Williamsville Rd., Assist UTFD for Tree Hazard-
Dutcher Rd./W. Schafer Rd.
Thursday 7/15 - Assist EMS-San Marino Ave./San 

Juan Ct., Malicious Destruction of Property-E. Unadilla 
St./Mann St.
Friday 7/16 - Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr., 
Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St.
Saturday 7/17 - Fraud-Arnold Rd./W. Lakelands Trl., 
Citizen Assist-Webb St., Tree Hazard-Arnold Rd./Spears 
Rd., Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.
Sunday 7/18 - Assist Other Agency-Patterson Lake Rd./
Hearthside Dr., Assist EMS-Stonehouse Dr./Pebble Dr.
Monday 7/19 - Fraud-Kuhn St./Main St., Assist Other 
Agency-Church St./Webb St.
Tuesday 7/20 - Citizen Assist-M-36/Plainfield Rd., 
Citizen Assist-M-106/M-36
Wednesday 7/21 - Malicious Destruction of 
Property-M-36/Bradley, Assist Village of Pinckney 
Police Dept.-E. Main St./N. Mill St., Assist Other 
Agency-Barton Rd./Spears Rd.
Thursday 7/22 - Welfare Check-Livermore Rd./W. 
Trebesh Cir., Hazard-Bridgets Way/Howlett Rd., 
Domestic Dispute-Winnifred Ct./W. Trebesh Cir.
Friday 7/23 - Suspicious Vehicle-W. M-36/Arnold Rd., 
Citizen Assist-Winifred Ct./W. Trebesh Cir., Physical 
Domestic-Location Undisclosed, Assist EMS-Treelane 
Dr/M-106
Saturday 7/24 - Animal Complaint-Mickey Ln./M-36, 
Citizen Assist-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Vin Inspection-
Celestial Cir./Meadowpark Dr.
Sunday 7/25 - Animal Complaint-Townview Ln./
Stonehouse Rd.
Wednesday 7/28 - Fraud-M-36/Spears Rd., Domestic 
Dispute-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Disturbance-Holmes 
Rd./Doyle Rd., Vin Inspection-Woodside Dr./Lakeview 
Dr., Citizen Assist-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.
Thursday 7/29 - Suspicious Person-Graves Rd./Doyle 
Rd., Suspicious Situation- Webb St.
Saturday 7/31 - Behavioral Problems-Location 
Undisclosed, Assist Other Agency-S. Gregory Rd./
Roberts Rd.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting Minutes 27 July 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency (entered at 7:10 p.m), Walz, 
McAlister, Kitley, and 13 residents. Also attending: 
Our Jackson County Sheriff Deputy Jim Moore. 
Public Comment: Richardson asked if the Township 
had applied for the American Rescue Plan Act money. 
It was stated that Wendy had finished it and Lance had 
signed it.
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley motioned with 
support from McAlister to pay the bills as listed on 
the Post Audit report in the amount of $7,358.23. 
Roll call vote: Yes/ Kitley, Lance, McAlister, Walz. 
No/none. Absent: Morency. Motion carried. There 
was a police report for July given by Deputy Moore. 
Deputies assigned to Waterloo Township responded 
to 36 complaints, issued 8 citations, 2 misdemeanor 
appearance citations, 28 traffic stops. The Sheriff’s 
office responded to a total of 27 incidents. Michigan 
State Police responded to 20 calls for service. 
Correspondence: Letter opposing Marijuana growth 
in Waterloo Township from Craig Goodlock was read 
by Lance.
Old Business: Kitley motioned with support from 
Morency to approve R-2021-07-27—R-2021-03-23-2 
revised to include correct dates and a roll call vote to 
include on the November 2, 2021 ballot for Waterloo 
Township. Roll call vote: Yes: Lance, Morency, 
McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/none. Motion carried. 
New Business: Walz spoke of the Parks & Recreations 
meeting when members painted the grills and are 
touching up other areas in need. Monarch way station 
is being planned as well as the rain garden. Both are 
very close. A new sign will be added to Munith Park 
stating that it is now managed by Waterloo Township. 
There are other items needing updating in the Munith 
Park. She also said flags will be put up in Waterloo 
Village. Morency spoke of Planning Commission 
discussion with Glenn Seeds request to request for 
zoning change to C2 to 1-1. The decision has been 
tabled until they can find out if zoning change from 
2013 can still be upheld on this property. Maps 
need to be updated and signed. They are working 

to complete the Short-term Rental requests ordinance 
and forms. They are requesting the May 2019 update 
be put on website for solar farms ordinance. The road 
millage issue was discussed. The presentation at the 
special meeting was lengthy. It may be tabled until 
a less costly way can be achieved without extremely 
high taxation to people who own large parcels of 
land as opposed to people who only own one small 
parcel. Jim O’Brien from the DNR spoke of properties 
totaling approximately 90 acres that the DNR has been 
approached to purchase. The property owners are the 
ones who have been contacting the DNR regarding 
purchasing. They have not yet gotten the grant. He 
will be at the next meeting to further discuss these 
purchases. Lance motioned with support from Kitley to 
reappoint Wesley Schulz to Planning Commission for 
another 2-year term. Yes/all; no/none. Motion carried.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: Kitley 
motioned with support from Walz to give salary 
increases of $1.00/hour to each giving Missy Hess $13/
hour, Chris Harrison, $13/hour and Mary Gibbons $14/
hour. Roll call vote: Yes/Morency, McAlister, Walz, 
Kitley, Lance; no/none. Motion carried. Kitley reminded 
residents of the September 11 Township Cleanup at the 
Town Hall from 11:00 to 4:00 p.m. Collection items 
allowed will be posted on the website and Facebook 
page. It will also be posted at Munith Bank, Post Office 
and other areas. We will need volunteer. Please call 517-
596-8400 or email clerk@waterlootwpmi.com if you 
would like to volunteer some time that day.
Public Comment: Schumacher asked if there was a plan 
B if the public safety millage did not pass. Lance said 
we were looking at other possible options for a year if 
this should happen. Currently the Sheriff’s office wants a 
5-year contract. It will be looked into by Deputy Moore 
to see if they would consider another 1-year contract.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next regular 
board meeting will be on August 24, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page 
at: waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES August 16, 

2021
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on August 16, 2021 
at 7:32pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer James Wireman, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township agenda as printed Wireman Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion 
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township meeting minutes from July 19, 2021 
as printed Wireman second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township financial report as printed from April 
1, 2021 thru August 16, 2021 Wireman second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Sommer motion to allow up to $600.00 for 
September 17, 2021 Movie night on the 
Stockbridge Township Square for Supplies for 
the picnic on the Square Wireman second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township is looking for Volunteers 
for Stockbridge Township and Unadilla 
Township Cleanup Day on September 11, 2021 
from 10am to 2pm. There will be a $5.00 charge 
for any tire that is left on the rim. 
Stockbridge Township water bill as of August 
16, 2021 Stockbridge Township has not yet 
received a water bill from the Village of 
Stockbridge for the second Quarter of 2021 for 
the Stockbridge Township Hall. Stockbridge 

Township Clerk Muraf has been trying to get the 
bill from the Village of Stockbridge since August 
4, 2021. Trustee Sommer will continue to reach 
out to the Village of Stockbridge to receive a 
water bill.
New Business 
Wetherell motion to discuss the Moratorium 
Wireman second 
Wireman motion to adopt the Moratorium as 
recommended by the Stockbridge Township 
Planning Commission Wetherell Second Roll 
Call Vote Wetherell Yes, Wireman Yes, Muraf 
Yes, Sommer Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion 
Carried 
Morton Road and M-52 Supervisor Lantis has 
reached out to MDOT about the number of 
accidents on that corner. MDOT said that anytime 
there is an accident they do an investigation on 
the road. MDOT said that they can’t do rumble 
stripes because there are residents within a quarter 
mile from that location. They can not do blinking 
lights because of the light pollution. What they 
could do is have more reflective signs and or put 
down some reflective tape. The investigation will 
take a few months and those results that MDOT 
will see what they can do for that location.
Sommer motion to accept Clyde Whitaker bid 
for the Derby Cemetery for 2022 at the cost of 
$950.00 for the year Wireman Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to allow up to $4,000.00 for 
a server for the Stockbridge Township Offices 
Wireman Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 
Monthly bills in the amount of $46,926.66 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 
Township Regular Board Meeting at 8:29pm on 
August 16, 2021 Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motin Carried
Becky Muraf, Stockbridge Township Clerk

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE
Council Meeting Minutes August 2, 2021
Meeting called to order by President 
Howlett at 7:00 pm Roll Call: 
PRESENT: President Molly Howlett 
Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Kim 
Morehouse, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, 
Trustee Anne Moceri, ABSENT: Trustee 
Greg Uihlein, Trustee Richard Mullins;  
Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk  John Gormley, Village Attorney 
John Torres, Police Chief  
Citizens were also present. Pledge of 
Allegiance President Howlett led the 
pledge of allegiance. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Quintanilla, APPROVED; the August 2, 
2021 agenda as amended: add Harvest 
Moon Festival, add “T” to Culvert Motion 
carried unanimously. Approval of Minutes 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Morehouse, APPROVED; the minutes 
from July 12, 2021 as presented. Motion 
carried unanimously.Public Comment – 
There was public comment. Police Report: 
Chief Torres gave an update. FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION 
by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, 
APPROVED; the accounts payable 
as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Moceri, Morehouse, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: Uihlein, 
Mullins MOTION PASSED OLD 
BUSINESS Elizabeth Street Culvert 
MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED 
by, Mullins, APPROVED; to pay C&D 
Hughes the remaining balance owed for 

the Elizabeth Street Culvert.Ayes: Cattell, 
Moceri, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Howlett 
Nays: None Absent: Uihlein, Mullins 
MOTION PASSED; Supervisor Position 
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by 
Morehouse, APPROVED; offer David 
Dillard the position of Supervisor at $23.00 
per hour. Ayes: Morehouse, Quintanilla, 
Moceri, Cattell, Howlett Nays: None Absent: 
Uihlein, Mullins MOTION PASSED; 
NEW BUSINESS Resolution for Veterans 
Memorial Park MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
resolution 2021-08.002 In Support of the 
Village of Stockbridge’s Trails and Parks 
Program Application as amended; change 
Trial to Trail AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, 
Morehouse, Moceri, Howlett NAYES: None 
ABSENT: Uihlein, Mullins Seasonal Hire 
MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED 
by Cattell, APPROVED; hire Zachary 
Stacy as a Seasonal Employee with a pay 
rate of $13.00.AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, 
Moceri, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Uihlein, Mullins MOTION 
PASSED Harvest Moon Festival MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; application for Beer and Wine 
License for Harvest Moon Festival. Motion 
Carried Unanimously NAYS: Mullins Public 
Comment There was public comment. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Cattell, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED 
to adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:36pm. 
Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk
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'Tide Me Over' food distribution expanding to include 
all Stockbridge schools

“Tide Me Over” 2021-22 coordinators are from left: Cheryl Holloway 
(Smith Elementary), Sherry Bush (Jr/Sr High School), and Hailey 
and Judy Esper (Heritage School). Photo credit Jo Mayer

Information from Stockbridge Community Outreach
Stockbridge Community Outreach plans to resume and 

expand its “Tide Me Over” (TMO) food distribution program 
throughout Stockbridge Community Schools this fall. The 
program sends home a weekly bag of shelf-stable food for 
children in food-insecure households in the Stockbridge 
Community Schools district, helping to fill the “food gap” for 
students and families. 

TMO is aimed at families who qualify for the Free and 
Reduced Price School Meals program, although any family 
who can use extra food assistance can apply as well. 

Aware of the positive impact of TMO at the elementary 
schools, staff members at the Jr/Sr High School asked about 
expanding the program to their students. Outreach volunteer Sherry Bush agreed to take on the role as Jr/Sr High TMO 
coordinator. Smith Elementary and Heritage School TMO students will once again be served by volunteer coordinators 
Cheryl Holloway (Smith) and Judy and Hailey Esper (Heritage).

At Smith Elementary and Heritage schools, the TMO program will begin sending home food bags on Friday, Sept. 17, 
for those who have signed up for the program. Jr/Sr High School students will be able to bring home their first food bags on 
Friday, Oct. 1.

The "Tide Me Over" program is supported by area churches, businesses, individuals, 
grants and community groups. For more information about how to enroll in the program, 
please contact your school office or Stockbridge Community Outreach at 517-851-7285.
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Public hearing notice – Waterloo 
Township, Tuesday, Sept. 21, 
2021 at 7 p.m.

The Waterloo Township Planning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, September 21, 2021 at 7 p.m. at the Waterloo 
Township Offices located at 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, Ml 49259. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive public comment on a 
requested zoning change from C-2 to 1-1 on parcel 000-05-02-152-
001-01 located at 13110 M-52, Stockbridge, Ml 49285. This parcel is 
Glenn Farm Seeds owned by Nate Glenn. A copy of the application and 
supporting documents may be viewed at the Township offices during 
regular business hours. 

Written comments should be mailed to: Waterloo Township Offices, 
9773 Mt. Hope Rd., Munith, Ml 49259 or dropped off at the offices 
during regular business hours prior to September 20, 2021. 

Individuals with special needs requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Waterloo Township Board by writing or calling the 
Clerk's Office, 9773 Mt. Hope Rd., Munith, Ml 49259. Phone: 517-596-
8400. 

Ralph Schumacher, Planning Commission Secretary 

Brian Friddle

If ever there was a year for a new beginning, this is it. As we begin the 
new school year, we need to take a look at how we spend our time.

If returning to school has been a challenge and you find yourself 
struggling to get everything done, you may want to re-evaluate your habits. 
During the last 17 months we have created new habits, some of them good 
and some not so good. 

I encourage you to look at your preparation for the things that are important to you and evaluate 
if your habits are consistent with your desired outcomes. Preparation and planning will put you in a 
position to be successful.

Getting enough sleep is key in being ready to be an active participant. It also allows you to have 
a positive attitude and will help as you interact with others. Setting a time to go to sleep and to wake 
up is a good starting point in ensuring you are getting enough rest.

Individuals who are hungry or undernourished tend to perform at a lower level. Creating 
consistent mealtimes that are focused around nutritious food will assist in being ready for your 
desired activities. Staying hydrated goes right along with good eating habits. Consider a water bottle 
to ensure that you are getting enough water.

Exercise is another good habit that will help with the transition into the busy school year. You 
may ask yourself, “If I am already busy, how can I add exercise to my schedule?” Prioritize the 
habits listed above first and then add the other priorities to your schedule. To keep habits intact, 
consider reducing time when needed as opposed to eliminating the behavior.

This forward-thinking approach will allow you to be ready for the next day, next week, and so 
on. It seems like limited time is a major issue for most of us. Take a look at your schedule and list 
two or three things that you could either eliminate or reduce to allow time for the things that you 
prioritize. This involves replacing a current habit with a better habit. If you actively work at being 
explicit with your planning and behaviors, you will see change that is consistent with your goals.

Brian Friddle
Superintendent of Schools

Start the school year with habits for success
From the superintendent's desk 
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Mary Jo David

by Cindy Anderson, DVM, Animal Care Clinic
The change in routine associated with shorter days and the "running around" rush of heading back to 

school can be confusing to our pets. This change in the family's pattern of behavior may not affect our 
cats so much, but our dogs will wonder what is going on. Some dogs may require a more structured and 
set schedule.

One of the major effects on pets when kids return to school can be separation anxiety. This is often 
characterized by signs including digging and scratching in an attempt to escape, excessive howling and 
whining, destructive chewing or a lapse in potty training.

To help pets avoid separation anxiety, ease them into the new schedule by taking short absences. This 

Family pets need time to adjust as kids return to school

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

will get pets comfortable when they are left home alone. Then gradually lengthen the time away during the weeks leading up to 
the new schedule. 

Pets can take emotional cues from their owners, so it is important for family members to stay calm and not make a big deal 
about leaving or saying goodbye.

Another way to help ease the side effects of the coming school days is to set a daily pet routine that includes the children. 
Make feeding, watering, walks and playtime part of the daily routine, roughly about the same time every day. 

Photo by Roberto Nickson via unsplash.com

Leave the radio or television on with human voices or calm music to soothe pets while the family is away. Rotating the selection of safe toys available around the 
house will keep pets occupied. Interactive toys and food puzzle toys also can help distract pets while left alone.

Hopefully, by being mindful of a pet's emotional state while preparing for the school year, the entire family will transition smoothly into the new schedule, the four-
legged members included.

If after trying these tips, your pet still shows signs of anxiety or depression once the new schedule starts, talk to your veterinarian. He or she may recommend a 
number of treatment options for your pet. These may range from behavior therapy, to pheromone treatment, to anxiety medication.

Please feel free to contact the staff at Animal Care Clinic, 926 W. Grand River Ave., Williamston, MI 48895; 517-655-5551; with any questions or concerns. 
Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, New Zealand 

and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 2019 and now spends the 
majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.

Nothing says ‘thank you’ like a tuition break
StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
As summer winds down, children aren’t the only ones heading back to the classroom. Lately there’s 

been a lot of emphasis on taking advantage of what community colleges have to offer for young adults who 
may be testing the waters of higher education. 

Bachelor’s and master’s degrees offer a valuable leg up in preparing for one’s future. But people are 
coming around to all that community colleges have to offer for preparing young people for careers that 

don’t require a four-year degree or as stepping-stones to a four-year degree.
That helps to explain the resounding response the state of Michigan received to its Futures for Frontliners scholarship, unveiled 

in 2020. The scholarship offered tuition-free access to public community colleges for Michiganders who worked in essential 
industries during the state’s COVID-19 shutdown. 

According to the Futures for Frontliners webpage on the michigan.gov website, “The one-time scholarship program was 
created in gratitude for Michigan’s frontline workers who helped keep our state running during the state shutdown in the spring of 
2020.”

Applications were due to the state of Michigan no later than Dec. 31, 2020. According to a contact at Lansing Community 
College, of the more than 121,000 applications the state initially received for the Futures for Frontliners scholarship program, 
over 85,500 applicants qualified for and were accepted into the program. 

During the rollout of the scholarship program, the state identified a list of 15 “essential industries” ranging from food/
agriculture to health care/public health to public safety/public works, and more. Applicants were required to be Michigan residents 
with a high school diploma (including GEDs) with no previous college degree or defaults on college loans. They also must have 
worked in an essential industry (outside the home) between April 1 and June 30, 2020. 

Upon checking in with two of the local colleges who have students using Futures for Frontliners scholarship funding, Lansing 
Community College reported 776 students received this funding during the spring 2021 semester. At Jackson College, 627 students have received the scholarship, 
including students who have already enrolled for the college’s fall 2021 term.

Mary Rooney recently moved from Stockbridge back to Pinckney. She graduated from Kensington Woods High School in 2018 and is currently working at the 
Pinckney Community Public Library. Rooney heard about the Futures for Frontliners scholarship from one of her best friends who was attending college when the 
scholarship was announced by the state. 

Rooney recalled, “My friend messaged an article to me, and I thought, ‘this could really help set me up for my future.’” She applied for the scholarship almost 
immediately.

See StockBIZ on page 20.

Mary Rooney is one of more than 
85,000 applicants in Michigan who 
were accepted into the Futures for 
Frontliners scholarship program. She 
is enrolled at Jackson College for the 
fall 2021 semester. Photo credit Mary 
Rooney.
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He is also an active member of the Stockbridge Athletic Boosters Club. 
Many have influenced Killinger in his life. He specifically cites the love of Christ; his 

parents, Patty and Alden; and his wife, Kim. He says of his wife: “She is amazing. She loves me 
unconditionally and pushes me to be my best each day. Her love and dedication to family and 
community keep me both driven and grounded in life.” 

Killinger also speaks highly of his grandparents, the Killingers and Pilkingtons; his great-aunt 
Hope; and his father-in-law David Lloyd. He also mentioned close family friends Todd and TJ 
Lekander for their friendship and life influences. 

Looking back, Coach also credits many of his past teachers in Stockbridge Schools for helping 
to shape the person he is today. In addition, he mentioned two secretaries that ran the high school 
office—Mary Carpenter and Lucy Learned. “They were guiding lights for me for many years.” 

Speaking of his current role, Killinger says, “I really enjoy working with the employees in all 
the departments from Stockbridge Community Schools. And there isn't a much higher honor than to 
have parents trust you with the development of their children, and to have students believe in you 
and strive to be their best.” 

Killinger would like to pass along some advice to the students of Stockbridge. “Do the right thing 
all the time. Try your absolute best in all things. Enjoy the moments and cherish the memories. Give 
back to those who have given to you and be grateful for your parents and your community.” 

The next time you go to a Stockbridge High School home football game, look around and see all 
the improvements that have taken place the past couple of years. They are all thanks to Killinger for 
his love and devotion to improving the spectators' experience at high school football games. 

Considering the amount of time he gives to this community and to the school district to make it a 
better place to work and live, the Stockbridge School District is fortunate to have Jeremy Killinger.

Amy Haggerty retired from Stockbridge Community Schools after teaching for 33 years in the Stockbridge 
district. She moved to the community 24 years ago with her husband and daughter. She enjoys gardening, 
reading, and spending time with family and friends.

The Stockbridge Panthers football team at the 2021 summer football camp. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

Staff Spotlight page 4

Community Resource Guide coming in February
by Kayla Fletcher
For the fifth year, the Stockbridge Community News is planning a Community Resource Guide 

for groups and resources in the Stockbridge area. It will appear in the February 2022 print edition 
and sometime in late December on SCN’s webpage at stockbridgecommunitynews.com.

 This message is your chance to edit or alter the information previously printed about your 
organization. Please send changes, corrections, or OK to print to one of the following by Dec. 1, 
2021.

Email: stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com with attention Kayla or CRG in the subject line.
Mail: Information can also be sent to SCN, PO Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137 also indicating 

attention CRG OR KAYLA.
 If you have a civic group or organization providing resources and special services to the 

community at large, feel free to provide your information for inclusion in next year’s guide.
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Activities to de-activities
After school activities see mixed results 
due to pandemic

Junior Rylee Tolson sends blank birthday 
cards to Volunteers of America for 
residents in nursing homes to use for their 
loved ones as a National Honor Society 
project. Photo provided by Uncaged News.

Maggie Maxwell. Uncaged Reporter
COVID-19 made a large impact on everyone. No one 

person left without a loved one, friend or even themselves 
getting ill from the rampant virus.

Drastically changing lives in many ways, we have had to 
adapt. School activities are no different.

Crafternoons, an after school program about art and related 
activities run by teacher Pam Gower, knows this struggle from 
firsthand experience.

“Our gatherings are both in person and virtual,” Gower 
said. “COVID has forced me to offer a virtual option which is 
helpful for students who are learning virtually and for times 
when we are all virtual.”

The differences from before and during may not be what most expect of an activity.
“I am delighted that Crafternooons attendance has not decreased and has actually increased now that I offer 

a virtual option,” Gower said. “It is so fun to attend Crafternoons from home because you have all of your art 
and craft supplies from home right at your fingertips.”

An online option can, indeed, lead to more students coming in right from the comfort of their homes, doing 
crafts with others with similar interests, and bringing us together in a time where we must stay distant.

Similar to Crafternoons, the National Honor Society has also seen some changes. Secretary Courtney 
Fletcher, who advises the group, adapted to changes in yearly activities.

“The Festival of Tables was a huge event that the National Honor Society did,” Fletcher said.
“That’s where [student members] got a lot of their hours and seen a lot of people, but this year it was all 

virtual. So, they didn’t have that chance to earn all those hours.”
After school activities saw decreases in attendance or simply did not have the 

resources to continue, yet their resourcefulness increased during this difficult time.
This article is being published as-is from the original, which was published in the May 

2021 edition of Uncaged, the Student run independent student news of Stockbridge High 
School. For more information about Stockbridge’s Award Winning Student Newspaper go 
to https://uncagednews.com

Uncaged articles are sponsored by The Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. 
https://www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef/

Annual Backpack Giveaway 
gets students ready for school

Highest Praise Worship's 
backpacks are ready to be 
distributed. Photo provided 
Christina Starr

by Tina Cole-Mullins
On Saturday, Aug. 8, the 

weather did not dampen 
the spirits of the eager kids, 
parents, grandparents and 
guardians attending the 
annual Backpack Giveaway 
on Stockbridge’s Township 
Square. Hosted by the Highest 
Praise Worship Center, the 
giveaway also was supported 
by Positively Chiropractic 
and Adiska Dental.

This year marked the 15th annual Backpack Giveaway, 
a welcome staple in providing quality new backpacks and 
supplies for the students of the community. More than 120 
backpacks with supplies, along with a bag of gently used 
books, toothpaste and toothbrushes were distributed this 
year to kids in prekindergarten through 12th grade.

Once again, the community stepped up to show support 
for students and teachers at the beginning of a new and 
challenging school year, as COVID-19 remains a concern.

See Backpack Giveaway on page 19.

Advertisement
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Obituaries

Charles H. Bumpus, Sr.
May 19, 1938 to Aug. 19, 2021

Charles H. Bumpus, Sr., of Stockbridge, MI, 
passed away on Thursday, August 19, 2021 at the age 
of 83. He was born on May 19, 1938 in Stockbridge, 
MI. He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Joan C. 
Bumpus, daughters, Carrie (Tim) Johnson, Tracy A. 
Bumpus, Amy West (Jason Kallio), Tammy (Kevin) 
Basore, and son, Chuck H. Bumpus, Jr. (Nicky Straub); 
grandchildren: Michael (Isabella) Johnson, Mallari 
Johnson (Rob Dancer) and his son, Drew, Jeff West, 
Jessi (Austin) Maynard, Nick Basore, Natalie Basore, 
Stacey Basore (Lalo Rodriguez), Ethan Basore, Sydney 

LeButt, Alec Bumpus and Ian (Jasmin) Bumpus; great-grandchildren: Haley and 
Logan Bumpus, Aria LeButt, Bowen and Oaklen Maynard; step-sister, Markeita 
Long, brothers- and sisters- in-law, Terry and Phyllis Ward, and Kirk and Mary 
Curtis, and honorary daughter, Jackie Scheller.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Doris J. Young, his step-father, Max 
Young, brothers, Thomas (Janell) and Robert Bumpus, and great-granddaughter, 
Ava Marie LeButt.

Chuck was a lifetime member of the First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge, 
a place that was very important to him. He was an integral part of the family 
business, D&C Stores, Inc., for over 35 years, and then worked for the Abbott & 
Fillmore Agency and Glenn Brooke Realty, before he officially retired. He was a 
huge supporter of the community in many ways.

He loved and doted on his wife and thought the world of his children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and his sister-in-law, 
Mary “Sissy.” His golf buddies and their wives, his church family, as well as all 
their local and Florida friends also had a special place in his heart. 

In the spring, he made many trips to the greenhouse so he could get his flowers 
planted around the yard. In the summer, he couldn’t wait for their annual trip to 
the Hiawatha Club, in the Upper Peninsula, to Mackinaw City, and then on to 
Florida for the winter months. The fall started off the holiday season by decorating 
the yard and selling pumpkins, where he enjoyed watching people stop by to take 
pictures and the kids picking out their pumpkins. He made sure he carried on the 
Christmas traditions with his family that were instilled in him by his Grandpa 
Dancer when he was a little boy. He never met a stranger, because everyone was a 
friend.

The family gatherings and the Saturday MSU football and basketball games 
will never be the same without their number one fan - GO GREEN! 

Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, August 24, 2021, 11:00 a.m. at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Stockbridge with Rev. Dr. Deborah J. Smith 
officiating. Visitation will be held at the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home on 
Monday, August 23, 2021 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 

Memorial contributions may be made to First Presbyterian Church of 
Stockbridge, Stockbridge Community Outreach, or Stockbridge Athletics. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, MI.

Charles H. Bumpus, Sr.

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we 
have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within 
the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · MaryAnn Lape - died Oct. 22, 2020 - formerly of Munith
 · Earl G. Richmond - died June 26, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · James F. Houk - died July 24, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · Michael W. Fowler - died July 25, 2021 - Hamburg Township
 · John J. Bassett - died July 27, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · Jane (Gifford) Hager - died Aug. 3, 2021 - Munith
 · Vernon Caudill - died Aug. 12, 2021 - Munith
 · Sally Long - died Aug. 13, 2021 - Stockbridge
 · Robert W. "Bob" Hoffman - died Aug. 18, 2021 - Gregory

Death Notices

Theodore (Ted) Fairbank Beals
May 29, 1934 to Aug. 19, 2021

Theodore (Ted) Fairbank Beals, MS, MD of Waterloo 
Township, MI, Age 87, died Thursday, August 19, 2021 
at his home with family at his side. He was born May 29, 
1934, in Detroit, Michigan, the son of Albert Tyler and 
Dorothy Alice (Van Zwaluwenburg) Beals.

Ted graduated from Rosemead High School in 
Rosemead, CA, in 1952 and received his BS (1956), 
MS (1957), and MD (1966) from the University of 
Michigan. He specialized in pathology, virology, and 
electron microscopy.

On June 13, 1955, Ted married Margaret (Peggy) 
Catherine Dillinger in the Douglas Memorial Chapel 

in Ann Arbor, and she survives. He is also survived by his children, Sandra 
Beals of Webster Township, MI, James Beals (Kelli Sullivan) of Ann Arbor, MI, 
Lynn Beals-Becker of Webster Township, MI, and John Beals of Ann Arbor, MI; 
his grandchildren, Andrea (Moreno-Beals) (Yoni) Paz, Brian Moreno, Michael 
Moreno, William Becker, Josh (Miranda) McVety; and his siblings, Katherine 
(Beals) Brenner and Eric (Kathleen) Beals, as well as many nieces and nephews.

After completing his studies and training, Dr. Beals stayed on at the University 
of Michigan Medical School as faculty until his retirement. He joined the 
Department of Pathology at the VA Medical Center in Ann Arbor in 1971 and was 
promoted to Chief of Pathology in 1989, a position he held until his retirement 
in 2001. In addition, he took on the posts of Director of Pathology and Chief 
Consultant, Diagnostic Services, in the Department of Veterans Affairs Health 
Administration in Washington, DC. His areas of research included inflammatory 
processes, pulmonary pathology, and laboratory proficiency testing and quality 
management, among others. He was instrumental in the adoption of electronic 
microscopy imaging for telemedicine in the VA system. He also served as a Deputy 
Medical Examiner in Washtenaw County from 1974 to 1996.

Ted’s commitment to civil rights, racial and gender equality, and fairness 
and integrity in elections began in his undergraduate years and manifested in 
many types of public service. As president of the student religious association, 
he joined and traveled to Washington DC with the NAACP. Other public service 
activities included leadership in the local Democratic Party; participation in the 
ad hoc committee, Model Cities; and serving as chair of the Ann Arbor Board 
of Canvassers. Later in his life, he continued his public service as chair of the 
Waterloo Township Planning Commission and as a member of the Waterloo 
Township Land Division Review Committee. He was instrumental in developing 
the Sand and Gravel Extraction Ordinance for Waterloo Township. As Dr. Beals 
completed his work with the township, they honored him for his significant 
contributions over the years with the planting of a flowering tree near the town hall 
and a commemorative plaque. 

After retirement from his medical career, Ted brought together his academic 
and research training, dedication to scientific integrity, and specific knowledge 
of microbiology, testing, and cellular aspects of disease to bear on common 
misconceptions about unpasteurized milk. He was a lifelong advocate for organic 
principles, sustainable and local agriculture, and the nutritional and medical 
values of nutrient-dense foods. Ted was active in promoting the rights of farmers 
to provide, and consumers to obtain, milk and other locally-produced fresh 
unprocessed foods. He served internationally as a lecturer and consultant on dairy 
safety and fresh milk quality and as an expert witness in multiple court cases in the 
USA and Canada. With Peggy, he served on many committees, gave workshops, 
and wrote many publications on these topics. Ted was respected by those he 
worked with, including those who did not agree with him.

Ted and Peggy were passionate about dancing together! They met at a square 
dance, and that shared interest was a continuous theme throughout their 66-year 
marriage. They danced several times a week for nearly 50 years, from 1972 
until March of 2020, taking private lessons and participating in many square and 
ballroom dance clubs.

A Celebration of Ted’s Life will be announced at a later date.
Direct cremation arrangements were entrusted to Cole Funeral Chapel in 

Chelsea. Cremains will be interred privately at Forest Hills Cemetery in Ann 
Arbor.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the ACLU, Doctors 
without Borders, or the Farm-to-Consumer Foundation. 

Theodore (Ted) Fairbank Beals 
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Obituaries

Rose Marie Barowski
Dec. 1942 to Aug. 2, 2021

Rose Marie Barowski, 78, of Stockbridge, Michigan, formerly of Scottville, Michigan, 
is now home with her Savior and reunited with her parents whom she loved and missed 
so much. Rose passed away peacefully on Monday, August 2, 2021 at her niece Amanda 
Olvera’s house in Cedar Park, Texas. She was born in December 1942, the second child 
of Charles and Anna Barauskas, and grew up on the family farm in northern Michigan. 
Eventually, she moved to her new home in mid-Michigan to be nearer to her sister Mary 
and her family. 

Rose worked for many years as a nurse, first in a hospital setting, and later in nursing 
homes. In her spare time, she loved to sew, mostly embroidery, though in her later years 
she also took up quilting. Her family and friends were gifted many times over the years 
with hand-embroidered wall hangings, pillows, shirts, aprons, felt Christmas ornaments, 
blankets, doll clothes, and Christmas stockings. Rose was involved in her local church, 
volunteered at the local community outreach food bank, and also spent a lot of time at 
the local library, sewing many Christmas stockings to donate to their fundraising efforts. 

Rose Marie Barowski

She had a green thumb; peonies were a great favorite, as well as berries and various vegetables (mind you, Rose didn’t 
like to EAT vegetables, but she sure enjoyed growing them!). Indoors she grew African violets and Christmas cactus. She 
enjoyed her collections of Campbell Soup memorabilia, porcelain dolls, and thimbles, and loved her pets: ducks, dogs, 
and especially cats. Her two most recent cats, Star and Little Star, were great company for her as she aged, and she often 
chatted with them while going about her daily routine.

Rose was a kid at heart and definitely had a soft spot for children. She loved all her nieces and nephews, great nieces 
and great nephews, and the children and grandchildren of her good friend Fannie Bontrager. “Auntie Rosie” was the best 
aunt a kid could ask for. She loved taking the kids to pick things from her garden, reading to them, doing puzzles or word 
searches with them, sneaking them candy when their parents weren’t looking, regularly sending cards, letters, cookies, 
and little gifts, taking them swimming at Ludington beach, and showing up at school for every grandparent’s day, concert, 
and graduation. Even after her health declined and she had to move to Texas, no matter her mood she could always be 
persuaded to smile by a little one.

Rose is preceded in death by her parents, Charles Paul Barauskas and Anna (Babbin) Barauskas, several aunts and 
uncles, including her beloved uncle Stanley Barauskas, and her older brother Michael Barowski. She is survived by her 
younger sister Mary Greiner, her nieces and nephews, and many great nieces and nephews, including Alberto, Diana, 
Jasmine, and Isabella Olvera, who were a source of great joy to her in her last months. Her family would also like to 
extend a special thank you to her neighbors and good friends, Mike and Onalee Barnett, for providing the care needed to 
allow her to remain independent in her own home for as long as possible. 

There is no memorial service planned at this time. At a later date, Rose’s ashes will be interred alongside her parents in 
Pere Marquette Cemetery in Ludington, Michigan. In lieu of flowers, the family encourages well-wishers to plant a tree in 
Rose’s name, or to make a donation to one of Rose’s favorite charities, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

James Edward Klinke
Oct. 16, 1941 to July 31, 2021

wife, Mary; three children, Nicholas, Christopher, and Amy; his grandchildren, 
Jay, Danny, and Charlotte; as well as two great-grandchildren, Aria and Atlas.

On Tuesday, August 3, 2021, his family held a private graveside service 
to celebrate his life. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Stockbridge.

James Edward Klinke
James Edward Klinke, born October 16, 

1941, passed away quietly in his sleep at home 
on July 31, 2021.

Jim Klinke lived life on his own terms. 
He built four homes during his 79 years in 
pursuit of a life surrounded by wilderness and 
beauty. Jim nurtured a sense of adventure in 
his children, and encouraged them to choose 
the path less traveled. He was a scientist in 
his career and in the way he lived his life. Jim 
believed everyone had the ability to write their 
own book. He and his wife of 55 years, Mary, 
had many amazing chapters.

Jim was preceded in death by his daughter, 
Kimberly, his brother, John, and his parents, 
Veronica and Edward. He is survived by his 

Lisa (Barnett) Bramblett
Lisa (Barnett) Bramblett, of Howell, MI, age 54, passed away on August 

1, 2021. She was born on July 16, 1967 in Lansing, MI, the daughter of Roger 
and Wanda (Davis) Barnett.

Lisa had lived in the Stockbridge area most of her life and graduated from 
Stockbridge High School in 1985. She had worked as a nursing aid for several 
years. She is survived by her brother, Steve (Debbie) Barnett of Stockbridge, 
and one nephew, Paul Barnett. She was preceded in death by her parents.

A Memorial Celebration of Life will be held on Friday, August 13, 2021, 
11:00 a.m., at the Family Tabernacle Church of God in Pinckney, MI with Pastor 
Jeff Howard officiating. The family will receive friends at church from 10:00 
a.m. until the time of service.

She will be laid to rest with her parents at Fairview Cemetery in Dansville. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the family. Arrangements by Caskey-
Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.

"There were guests of all ages on the clubhouse patio 
waving their white hankies back at us, while the polka band 
loudly played 'The Lover, Oh Lover Polka.'"

And no, that wasn’t thunder being heard that evening. It 
was the stomping feet of the polka-dancing partiers. 

Rumor has it, the stomping feet caused light fixtures to 
topple down on the golf carts housed in the basement cart 
garage.

But no worries, a great time was had by all, and no carts 
were injured during the party.

Golf Carts page 10

Sandra "Sandi" Louise Anderson
Passed away Aug. 22, 2021

Leonard, Larry (Mihaela), Scott (Mary), and Mark (Kathy), and sister-in-law to Charles (Crystal), 
Gale (Lorraine), Linda, and Wayne. She had a deep and abiding love for all of her nieces, nephews, 
her “Nik and Kristina V.” and her wacky and wild quilting friends (you know who you are).

A Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 4, 2021, at the Chelsea 
Comfort Inn & Village Conference Center, 1645 Commerce Park Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118. A 
luncheon will follow the service. The family requests that individuals attending the service wear 
masks, and that those individuals that are unvaccinated or are at-risk consider attending the service 
virtually.

To watch the service virtually join the public Facebook group “Sandi Anderson’s Memorial,” the 
livestream will launch at 11:00 a.m.

Operation Christmas Child was an annual event Sandi supported and is reflective of her love of 
Christmas and giving to children in need. Please consider donations to Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes in lieu of flowers.

Sandra “Sandi” Louise Anderson
Sandra “Sandi” Louise Anderson, of Stockbridge, 

Michigan, was returned to the loving arms of our Lord on 
Sunday, August 22, 2021.

The legacy of love that Sandi leaves with us is profound - 
her faithful heart and joyful spirit touched the lives of countless 
people. Her love of quilting, crafting, bible studies, and 
dancing in the kitchen is only surpassed by her love for her 
family, and in particular being a “Mimi”

Sandi will be missed by her loving husband of over fifty two 
years, Daryl, their two daughters, Karen (Andrew) Matusko, 
Katie (Karl) Faust, and son, Jay (Denise) Garrison; her 
grandchildren, Sabrina, Nick, Amelia, and Lydia.

Sandi was an adoring big sister to Charlene (Mike), 

Golf carts full of people waving white handkerchiefs (or napkins) head 
to the clubhouse to celebrate Inch's birthday. Photo credit Jill Lefere
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She also is protected by state of Michigan statutes that recognize 
Koa and K-9s like her for the special role they play in police work. 

Officer Carr has been working part time with the Unadilla Township 
PD since 2012. Before that he was a firefighter, and he also works for 
DTE. He has an extensive history of working with dogs and police 
departments—primarily bloodhounds for tracking and trailing, which 
Carr did for 11 years. During that time, he also trained other law 
enforcement officers and K-9s in these skills. 

At one time, Unadilla Township had a shared arrangement with 
Pinckney PD for a K-9 unit, but after Pinckney decided to discontinue 
its participation, Unadilla also had to forego the K-9 option. In 2020, 
thanks to Officer Carr’s interest, Unadilla was able to reinstate its K-9 
team.

In February 2020, Carr purchased Koa, and he continues to pay for 
much of her upkeep and training. He also attends, on his own time, the 
ongoing weekly trainings with Koa. In addition, Unadilla Township 
was fortunate to receive an initial generous donation that helped to 
defray some of the almost $20,000 cost of ramping up this unit. 

“Having a K-9 team is a huge asset to our department, whether 
we need assistance finding a lost child or an Alzheimer’s patient 
or locating someone fleeing from law enforcement,” said Unadilla 
Township Police Chief Dave Russell. 

The K-9 team represents a significant investment in time and 
money; for example, the department is in the process of adapting an 
existing patrol car to accommodate Koa. 

“We wouldn’t have been able to get our K-9 team off the ground if 
it wasn’t for Officer Carr’s commitment of time, expertise, and Koa’s 
upkeep , as well as some generous donations from the public,” Russell 
said. 

The township welcomes contributions to help with the ongoing 
annual costs, estimated at $6,000–$8,000, to maintain the K-9 
program. To raise funds, the department is selling T-shirts that 
prominently feature Koa on the back. These are available at the 
department, located at 126 Webb St. in Gregory. Prices are $20 ($22 
for XXL and larger). T-shirts also can be purchased through Whitney 
Casterline of Paws Perfect (122 Main St. in Gregory) who generously 
provides free grooming for Koa. 

Koa the K-9 page 1

“In the past, we had contributed to this event in small ways, but wanted to 
do more, since this is such a loving gesture they do for the community year 
after year,” said Erin Clifton, of Positively Chiropractic.

Clifton said the original goal was to be able to fill 50 backpacks for the 
Highest Praise Worship Center, but they exceeded expectations.

"The generosity of our practice and community members enabled us to 
donate over 75 filled backpacks!" she said. "We were blown away." 

"Adiska Family Dental asked how they could help, but since we had 
already met our goal they supplied new toothbrushes and toothpaste for all 
the kids for the next school year,” Clifton added.

Co-cordinator Lisa Bolton said the huge amount of supplies collected by 
Positively Chiropractic "was awesome."

“Extra supplies are planned to be given to the school for teachers to use in 
the classrooms," Bolton said.

Pastor Wesley Starr and wife Christina could be seen strolling around 
during the giveaway and welcoming guests such as Penny Elliott-Marshall, 
who attended with her grandsons Landon, Leo and Levi Gerber.

“My youngest grandson Levi won a gift card to The Shoe Carnival," 
Marshall said.

Christina Starr said that along with the backpacks, four drawings for $50 
Shoe Carnival gift cards were held for the students.

Highest Praise Worship Center not only hosts the annual Backpack 
Giveaway, but also sponsors other community events throughout the year, 
such as the annual Christmas Stocking Giveaway on the Square each December.

Backpack Giveaway page 16
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Sept. 4 – Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet (Free), 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Gregory Community Church
Sept. 10 – Harvest Moon Festival in Stockbridge (See page 5)
Sept. 11 – Harvest Moon Festival in Stockbridge (See page 5)
Sept. 13 – Stockbridge Community Outreach Fresh Food Distribution, 4 to 5 p.m. at 
Jeruel Baptist Church's parking lot
Sept. 17 – Movies on the Square "ET" showing, 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township 
Square
Sept. 18 – Clean-up Club, 2 p.m. at the Beckwith Preserve Parking Lot on Michigan 
106
Sept. 18 – Stockbridge Area Arts Council Fairy/Gnome house placement, 3 p.m. 
following the Clean-up Club event at the Beckwith Preserve
Sept. 21 – Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet (Free), 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Gregory Community Church
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday – Free WAVE Shuttle Bus to Chelsea
Every Friday – Open Air Market of Stockbridge, 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Every Friday – Market Music, 5:30 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township Square
For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community calendar, email 
submissions to stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

Community Calendar
During the state’s pandemic 

shutdown, Rooney was working 
at Marco’s Pizza in Pinkney. Most 
of her time was spent delivering 
pizzas, although she did fill in as a 
manager occasionally. 

“I lived with my mom 
at the time, and she was 
immunocompromised, so I needed 
to be really diligent about wearing 
my mask correctly, washing my 
hands frequently, and respecting 
the social distancing guidelines 

StockBIZ page 14

with my co-workers and on my deliveries,” Rooney said. 
Rooney saw one benefit from working with the public during the 

shutdown. “When we first heard about the virus it was very stressful. 
Work offered some small bonuses, but the reality was, we were risking 
our health," she said. "Looking on the bright side, though, it helped me 
put coping skills to the test for learning to deal with stress and anxiety.”

Rooney was one of the Futures for Frontliners applicants who was 
accepted by the state. She is enrolled at Jackson College for the fall 
2021 semester and hopes to earn an associate degree in sonography 
(ultrasounds). The scholarship is covering tuition and book fees for the 
two-year program. 

Prior to the Futures for Frontliners being offered, Rooney had visited 
Jackson College’s campus and really liked what she saw. But she had 
not taken that leap into enrolling. 

According to Rooney, “My friend who told me about the scholarship 
knew that the tuition costs were making me hesitate. That’s why this 
scholarship is so perfect and I’m super-thrilled to be participating. I 
think I would have enrolled anyway, but it would have involved taking 
out loans that now I won’t have to do.”

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to 
Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in 
the country, including the Stockbridge Community News. 
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SHS Class of 1981 gathers for 40-year reunion 
by Tina Cole-Mullins
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” Some 40 years ago, members 

of the Stockbridge High School Class of 1981 walked across the stage and received their 
diplomas. The graduates then left their familiar high school and friends behind to begin a 
new journey and make their way in the world.

On Saturday, Aug. 21, some of these class members returned to the area to mark the 40th 
anniversary of their accomplishment. At their reunion, the classmates shared fond memories 
and reminisced about fun times.

The Class of 1981 had 138 graduates who walked at commencement. The valedictorian 
was Lance Goodlock, and the salutatorian was Sara Fillmore. Class colors were light and 
dark blue, with the yellow rose selected as class flower. Appropriately, the prom theme was 
“Time For Me to Fly,'' by REO Speedwagon. On their senior trip, the classmates landed in 
Florida, visiting Walt Disney World, Sea World and Busch Gardens.

Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy took the lead along with Jim Baker in organizing the reunion. 
Many class attendees like Bryan Garner and Jay Brooks helped with preparations.

"Not all of us hung out in the same groups growing up, so it’s nice getting back together 
with everyone," Jay Brooks said during pre-event preparations. "A thank you to Jim for all 
his help and hosting at his place.”

Baker graciously offered his home to host the reunion group of 30 classmates and 
spouses, along with retired teacher Tom Tucker. They dined on food catered by Smokehouse 
52 BBQ of Chelsea.

"It was wonderful to reconnect with such a great group of people," Judy (Young) Brune 
said.

For this year's reunion, Julie Soulliere traveled the farthest, as she "flew in from 
Chicago!" Most classmates had not seen each other since the 25th reunion, held in 2006 at 
the American Legion Hall in Stockbridge.

Some classmates who were unable to attend in person reconnected with others via 
FaceTime, making for a fun part of the evening. Sara (Fillmore) Walding checked in from 
Australia, and Brian Taylor from a wedding reception. Debbie (Knofski) and Jamey Lobell 
and Jim Eccleton also visited using technology. 

 On a more somber note, the Class of '81 remembered 18 lost classmates: Randy Back, 
Randy Baker, Jeff Becker, Tracy Bieringer, Marty Bliss, Tom Clark, Susan Fowler, Gerald 
Harmon, Beth Helderman, Linda Keiser, Rusty Mushbach, Pat Outwater, Kevin Owen, 
Richard Parks, Jon Rathbun, Mark Schroeder, Patti Simons and Debra Smith. 

Following reunion activities, guests were invited to remain for music and dancing by 
Fools Fait, who also will be performing once again at this year's Harvest Moon Festival on 
Saturday, Sept. 11, at Veterans Memorial Park.

“Our 40th reunion celebration was very nice.” Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy said. “Many 
thanks to everyone involved.”

Standing (L to R): Tony Bassett, Mike Gardner, Debbie (Dunn) Lee, Cindy (Case) Keiser, Mark Hale, Lori (Tipper) 
King, Shawn Conway, retired SHS teacher Tom Tucker, Julie Soulliere, Chris Ward, Patty (Fitch) O’Toole, Phil Lewis, 
Rita (Mikelonis) Smith, Kevin Puckett, Bryan Garner, Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy, Kenny Brown, Jim Baker, Jeff Fletcher, 
Jay Brooks, and Mark Shepherd. Kneeling (L to R): Carolyn (Weck) Wayman, Marcia (Beal) Bisonet, Merri (Andrews) 
Reilly, Judy (Young) Brune, Keith Burrison, and Jim Johnston. Not pictured, but in attendance: Rose (Heeney) 
Adams, Julius Hill, and Steve Holbrook.

Photos by Tina Cole-MullinsPhotos by Tina Cole-Mullins

Julie Soulliere traveled the farthest, "I flew in 
from Chicago!"

L-R Rita (Mikelonis) Smith, retired SHS teacher 
Tom Tucker, Chris Ward and Jay Brooks

L-R Bryan Garner, Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy and 
Jim Baker

L-R Steve Holbrook and Kevin Puckett L-R Lori (Tipper) King, Roseanne (Heeney) 
Adams and Rita (Mikelonis) Smith

L-R Julius Hill (wife Christina), Cindy 
(Case) Keiser, Rose (Heeney) Adams and 
Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy

L-R Marcy (Fletcher) Tracy, Rita (Mikelonis) 
Smith, Julie Soulliere and Marcia (Beal) 
Bisonet



September 2021Stockbridge Community News22

Stockbridge Community Schools offers summer learning…and fun!
 by Judy Brune
This July and August, the hallways of Heritage School were filled 

with much more activity and energy along with many more smiles 
compared to most previous summers. Thanks to special grant funding 
provided by the state, this summer about 55 Stockbridge Community 
Schools students—in kindergarten through fifth grades—participated 
in the Learning Exploring Adventure Program (LEAP). 

A four-weeks-long program, this literacy- and STEM-focused 
educational opportunity provided small-group learning and many 
hands-on activities. Students planted flowers, made animal habitats, 
constructed a wind turbine and built anemometers (a device that 
measures wind speed). Participants enjoyed two field trips as well, 
traveling to Howell Nature Center and to Hawk Island Park in 
Lansing. Healthy meals and transportation to and from Heritage 
School were provided.

“The goal was to help students get ready for the school year and 
boost reading and literacy skills. We did progress monitoring each 
week and saw great results, considering the short time we had,” said 
LEAP coordinator and second grade teacher, Laura Whitaker.

The program was a success thanks to the effort of many 
Stockbridge Schools staff members, including five teachers, three 
paraprofessionals, a social worker, bus drivers, food-service 
employees and custodians.

In addition to LEAP, the state grant provided other educational 
support opportunities throughout the district this summer. Small-group 
tutoring and high school credit-recovery sessions will help to bridge 
student learning into the 2021-2022 school year. 

According to Michelle Hilla, director of curriculum and instruction 
for Stockbridge Schools, 154 students and 37 staff members took part 
in summer programming. Hilla added, “Teachers and support staff 
who participated will receive an additional stipend from the state for 
working the summer program after such a strenuous year.”

The whole group of LEAP participants at the Howell Nature Center. Photo 
provided by Laura Whitaker

Mrs. Whitt's class testing their anemometers to measure wind speed. Photo 
provided by Laura Whitaker

Ms. Grant doing small-group activities with students. Photo provided by Laura Whitaker
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