
Jef Fox named Father of the 
Year by Stockbridge Area 
Chamber of Commerce

 by Judy Brune
Traditionally held on Father’s 

Day weekend, A Day in the 
Village (ADIV) festivities would 
not be complete without the 
announcement of Father of the 
Year. 

This year’s Father of the 
Year is Jef Fox, proud dad of 
John, 11, and Eve, 7. He also is 
the husband of Kate Fox, who 
learned about the event from A 
Day in the Village packet she 
received from her children’s 
school.

The packet form provided by 
the Stockbridge Area Chamber 
of Commerce ADIV Committee 
includes the prompt, “My Dad 

2021 Father of the Year Jef Fox 
with his children Eve and John.
Photo credit Cherie Van Blaircum

When minutes count, new machine can be a lifesaver

A smiling Lucas Vetter delivers 
a LUCAS device to grateful 
Unadilla Township Fire Chief 
Wendy Hause. Photo credit Kerry 
Vetter

by Unadilla Twp. Fire Chief Wendy Hause
The Unadilla Township Fire Department, with help 

from the Lucas for LUCAS Foundation and donated 
funds, recently purchased and received a cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) device known as a LUCAS Chest 
Compression System.

When a patient suffers cardiac arrest and has no 
detectable heartbeat, effective CPR is the most important 
procedure that can be given to the person at the start. 
When emergency responders are on the scene, it requires 
many people, switching out every two minutes, in order to 
maintain good compressions. Responders tire quickly when 
performing lengthy CPR, especially if there are only a few 
personnel on scene.

The LUCAS Chest Compression System is a machine 
that is placed on the chest of the patient. Once powered up, 
it will provide continuous, effective CPR. It doesn’t tire out, 

Suspected marijuana grow operation raided in 
village of Stockbridge after investigation 

by Johnnie Torres, Chief of Police
The Stockbridge Police Department and the 

Michigan State Police – Marijuana and Tobacco 
Investigation Unit (MTI) executed a search 
warrant at the ATA building, 4983 Bird Drive, 
in the early morning hours of July 7. The SPD 
had been investigating suspicious activity at the 
building for over 6 months before reaching out to 
the MSP- MTI unit for assistance. 

The SPD filed a report with MSP-MTI, who 
then requested a search warrant with the Attorney 
General’s Office. The search warrant was 
served, and a man was present at the time. The 
investigation is being handled by the state police. 
The man’s name is not being released pending any 
formal charges.

The village of Stockbridge opted out of the 
recreational marijuana industry in 2020 as required 
by law. 

Police reserve officer retires; 
honored for service

Stockbridge Chief of Police 
Johnnie Torres presents Ron 
Hodder with his badge at the 
Village Council meeting in 
recognition of his years of 
service. Photo provided by Torres

by Johnnie Torres, 
Chief of Police
The Stockbridge Police 

Department (SPD) lost one of 
its finest in June and the Village 
Council recognized him for his 
service recently at a regular 
meeting. 

Reserve Officer Ron Hodder 
served with the SPD for six 
years and is hanging up his duty 
belt for what he described as 
health reasons. 

Officer Hodder joined the 
SPD in December 2015 after 
completing the Reserve Officer 
Academy hosted by the Jackson 

is, by far, the best Dad in the whole wide world because…" John 
shared many reasons including, “He works hard to make me 
happy and helps me a lot.” 

See Father of the Year on page 4.

Police Department. He dutifully served the SPD and the village 
of Stockbridge community. His last shift was at the “Day in the 
Village” festivities Friday night, June 18. 

See Officer Hodder on page 13.

and compressions are kept at the rate and depth necessary to keep blood flowing throughout 
the patient’s body.

See LUCAS on page 4.
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Don’t call it a comeback; the busy 
Panther Cubs PTO never left

by Jill Marie Ogden
It was March 2020, and the Panther Cubs PTO was cruising 

along at full tilt. The organization had built up a lot of momentum 
over the past few years. The group was wrapping up Kids Night 
Out, an event in partnership with the Athletic Boosters, and was 
gearing up for a glow dance at the end of the month. 

On March 13, the call came that the movie night scheduled for 
that evening would have to be canceled, as well as Quartermania 
that was on the calendar for the next month. It was unsure when 
things would be rescheduled. The future of the organization was 
uncertain as restrictions continued into the fall. 

The 2020-21 school year was definitely different for the PTO, 
but the organization managed to still have an impact from afar. 

Rural Perspectives: Eastern gray tree frog (Hyla versicolor)
by Diane Constable
You never know where you might find the adorable eastern 

gray tree frog (Hyla versicolor). I found this guy taking a 
nap in one of my day lily flowers. I also have found them on 
windows and screens looking for insects that are attracted to 
the outside lights, and I even had one take up residence in a 
bluebird house.

These native frogs are most likely to be observed in spring 
and early to mid summer. They are great to have around not 

Diane Gray 

Constable

The eastern gray tree frog lives in 
trees. Photo credit Diane Constable

only because they are a neat frog — they also eat a 
lot of annoying insects!

Tree frogs live most their lives in trees, but 
come down to earth during the summer, when it is 
time to lay eggs. The females search for a shallow 
pond, marsh or wetland near a wooded area to lay 
their eggs in batches of about 40. They eventually 
lay over 1,000 eggs. It takes about 2 months for the 
tadpoles to turn to frogs, and about 2 years before 
they are fully mature. They can live up to 9 years.

The adults are about 1 to 2.5 inches long and 
can be gray, green or brown. The tree frogs will 
change color depending on their surroundings. 

Their scientific name "versicolor" means variable color in Latin. Depending on the 
temperature, they can "trill" up to 34 times per second — but usually only at night. 
They create a sticky substance on their feet which helps them to climb the trees — 
and windows and screens — in their search for food.

Fun Fact: During winter, the tree frog slows down its metabolism and also 
produces glycerol to help keep it from totally freezing.

Water bottles, lanyards and yoga mats were purchased at the beginning of the year to help with 
new social distancing practices in the school. The PTO partnered with the district to provide books 
for every student for March is Reading Month. Staff appreciation was successful with gift bags for 
the holiday and goodies, prizes and picnic tables. A collaboration with Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation (SAEF) provided lunch for all the staff. Teacher stipends still were provided to help put 
extra supplies in the classrooms.

As we move into the new school year and things are starting to feel more normal, the group 
hopes to pick up where it left off as the calendar is already filling for the fall. 

Plans to collaborate with Stockbridge Community Schools (SCS) and SAEF on Aug. 10 for a 
community meet and greet with the new superintendent and other new staff at 5 p.m. in the Heritage 
cafeteria are in the works. Cleanup Day on the Smith/Heritage playground is set for Aug. 21, in 
partnership with Wellness Coalition’s Community Clean Up Club. Volunteers will meet at 10 a.m. 
armed with lawn equipment, ready to spruce up the place in order to welcome students back on Aug. 
23.

The Panther Cubs would like to thank all who supported us through such a difficult time. If you 
are interested in partnering with the PTO, please contact Volunteer Coordinator and co-President Jill 
Ogden at panthercubspto@gmail.com.
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Faces of Mental Wellness Conclusion: Mental health, magic tricks

Jeff Boyer during the Fourth of 
July Gregory Magic Show. Photo 
retrieved from Facebook

Jeff Boyer has been a public 
figure involved in the community 
for decades. Photo retrieved from 
Facebook

by Tina Cole-Mullins and James Clark-Swalla
In our series exploring mental health and wellness, we have 

been able to meet everyday people within our community who 
struggle with and/or manage mental health in one way or another. 
We spoke of our personal journeys and experience, spoke with a 
mother and daughter and last month we sat down with Jennifer 
McClure and Jeff Boyer.

In conclusion, we will continue our conversation with 
Jeff Boyer. Boyer has been a public figure involved with the 
community for decades. He is a co-founder of Town Hall Players, 
Scout leader, soccer and T-ball coach, PTO president, middle 
school student council adviser and adult education instructor, 
along with his career as a teacher.

Interview of Jeff Boyer by James Clark-Swalla
Have you struggled with your mental health?
There are many struggles I’ve had that I did not categorize as 

mental health but found out later it was. Recognizing the problem 
was the first step for me.

Have you been diagnosed with a psychological disorder?
Yeah, I actually got two different psychiatric tests for 

depression. They both came up that this guy has depression. I 
did that several years ago and that's opened my eyes up. I started 
seeing someone just because I got to a point where, you know, I 
needed to see somebody. They gave me some medicine. I didn't 
really want to be reliant on medicine to be happy. I did try it 
a little bit but ended up stopping. I just feel like I want to find 
activities that make me feel happy. I want to do things that I 
enjoy, you know.

What are some of the activities you enjoy?
I started creating other magic effects. I actually came up with 

several different routines for magic tricks. I really had a passion 
for developing those and then directing plays for the Chelsea Area 
Players. So doing that stuff was better than taking medicine. I'm 

not saying no one should do medicine, it's your personal thing. Just for me, I felt it was easier to get 
through hard times by just doing the things I do.

Are these coping mechanisms or distractions?
Hmm, good question... If you're doing something that you love and you can feel it in your soul 

and your heart that you're feeling welcome by people who want you around ... that can't be just a 
distraction. That's got to be something that's helping you heal, because you're working with your 
emotions.

Have you or would you talk to somebody about your own mental health needs?
I saw a therapist for several years, which helped me to understand my struggles and how to turn 

anything into something positive. But back then, I/you just tried to deal with it yourself, also being a 
male we're not supposed to cry — that kind of stereotype where men shouldn't have these problems. 
And that's it, that's a stigma that has to be gone.

What made you start to ask for help?
I didn't, I had people reach out to me. You know, I had people realize I was going through a hard 

time and they contacted me every week, two people every week. That slowly helped me to realize 
wow, OK, these guys really do care and I want to keep talking to them now. Otherwise, I wouldn't 
have. I wouldn't reach out to anybody. I still would have been in my own pool of mental illness not 
doing anything about it, so it's good that they did.

See Mental Wellness on page 12.

Teachers Nikki Myers Eldridge and Carol 
Hatch embark on well-deserved retirements

Compiled by Amy Haggerty
For two teachers in the Stockbridge Community School 

District, the last day of the 2020-21 school year held special 
significance. Sixth grade teacher Nikki Myers Eldridge and 
choir teacher Carol Hatch have both embarked on well-deserved 
retirements. Students and staff let both teachers know how much 
they will be missed.

Retired sixth grade teacher Nikki Myers Eldridge is presented with a 
sign made by her classroom students from Heritage School on her 
last day teaching. Photo retrieved from Facebook

On her last day of teaching choir, Carol Hatch was greeted by 
several of her students wishing her a wonderful retirement. Pictured 
here with Hatch (right) is Tyler Gipson, an SHS senior. Picture 
provided by Tyler Gipson. 
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Boyce families plan to celebrate 
their 101st reunion

LUCAS page 1

The Unadilla Township Fire Department receives the LUCAS Chest Compression 
System. Photo provided by Fire Chief Wendy Hause

John added, “He knows how to do a lot of stuff I never thought could be done. He is my idle (sic) 
and is the one and best dad I could ever ask for." 

Eve was quick to point out, "He is kind and helps me. He's the best dad ever!"
Along with the honor of being chosen as Father of the Year, Fox also received a gift basket 

Father of the Year page 1

The new unit was purchased largely by the Lucas for LUCAS Foundation, and 
supplemented by the memorial donations received in March for retired Fire Chief 
Mark Schroeder.

The UTFD is very pleased and thankful to now have such an important tool to 
serve the citizens.

filled with tools, gift cards and other specialty items generously donated by local 
businesses.

Surprised and appreciative, Fox said, "It's one of the greatest accolades I've ever 
received in my entire life."

Fox added that apparently the kids are listening, even when you think they are not.

Two years ago, the Boyce 100th Centennial Celebration was held at Stockbridge Veterans 
Memorial Park on Sunday, Aug. 11, 2019, with 148 attendees. It was a special day indeed for the 
Boyce families, as you can see from the smiles on so many faces!

Last summer they unfortunately could not meet due to the pandemic. This year, they are picking 
up the reins once again and will be celebrating their 101st reunion on Sunday, Aug. 8 at 1 p.m., at 
Stockbridge Veterans Memorial Park. They expect another successful turnout!

Photo credit Melanie Klark Szawara
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Trinity Health requires COVID-19 
vaccination for all colleagues

 Information from Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health System and 
Mercy Health

Trinity Health has announced 
the national health system will 
require all colleagues, clinical staff, 
contractors, and those conducting 
business in its health care facilities 
be vaccinated against COVID-19, 

effective immediately. 
The requirement applies to roughly 24,000 Trinity 

Health Michigan colleagues working across five Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health System hospitals, three Mercy Health 
hospitals, and two employed medical groups — IHA and 
Mercy Health Physician Partners.

Since December 2020, when the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approved the first vaccine for Emergency 
Use Authorization, Trinity Health has strongly encouraged 
vaccination for all colleagues and within the communities 
its various health ministries serve. To date, the health system 
estimates that nearly 75% of Trinity Health employees 
already have received at least one dose of the vaccine, and it 
now looks to close the gap with this new requirement.

"We are grateful to all colleagues working inside our 
hospitals, and specifically those navigating the front lines," 
said Rob Casalou, president and CEO of Trinity Health 
Michigan and Southeast Regions. “We understand that not 
everyone will agree with this decision, but after listening to 
their feedback, and after careful consideration, we know this 
to be the right decision."

Employees at Trinity Health and its health ministries 
must meet a series of rolling deadlines, with most locations 
requiring them to submit proof of vaccination by Sept. 
21, 2021. Exemptions are available for religious or health 
reasons and must be formally requested, documented 
and approved. Employees who do not meet criteria for 
exemption and fail to show proof of vaccination will have 
their employment terminated.

Waterloo Farm Museum celebrates
Log Cabin Day, area's history

Article by Ron and Arlene Kaiser, Photos by Nikki Wood Photography
With all the rain, tornado warnings and hot weather, you would think it would have been a 

terrible idea to have an outdoor event. But like the pioneers that came before us, we never give up. 
The event called "Blacksmiths, Soldiers & Log Cabin Weekend" went on June 26 and June 27, the 
rain stopped, and it turned out to be a beautiful weekend. 

So many of the guests had never been to the Waterloo Farm Museum before. It was a great 
opportunity for us to tell them about the museum and the historical significance of the area. And it 
has a long history, from the time of Native American trails, to LaSalle and his men camping on the 
property in the 1600s, to the present-day preservation of the Realy Farm into a museum.

We had 11 blacksmiths, several Civil War encampments and displays, and of course the Log 
House was open. 

Several vendors were on hand with their wares. Artisan blacksmiths, Robbins Farms with honey 
and maple syrup, broom maker Lyndsey Morlock and Beverly Larsen’s Sox set up on the grounds to 
name a few. 

On Saturday, June 26, Linda Hass, author of “Michigan’s Crossroad to Freedom: Underground 
Railroad in Jackson County,” spoke to a large crowd about the Underground Railroad and the 
importance of the homes and businesses in Jackson County that provided a sanctuary for the people 
escaping slavery who were heading north. The book is available in the museum gift shop.

Because so many beautiful photos were taken of the event, “a photo is worth a thousand words”, 
comes to mind. Check out the Facebook page at facebook.com/WaterlooFarmMuseum/ to view the 
events.

The Waterloo Farm Museum is located at 13493 Waterloo-Munith Road. 
For more info, call 517-596-2254 or see waterloofarmmuseum.org.
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by Caroline Wurtzel, PS
Gardening is a great outdoor activity that allows you to grow beautiful 

flowers or nutritious foods for your family to enjoy. All the digging, planting 
and weeding is good exercise, but it can also cause injury in your hands, 
wrists and arms if you’re not careful. 

Because gardening involves a lot of repetitive motions, people who enjoy 

'Handy' tips to stay safe while 
working in the garden

Caroline Wurtzel, 

PS

this hobby are susceptible to overuse injuries. These injuries typically develop over time and may 
affect the hand, wrist or elbow. The pain is often ignored when minor, which sometimes causes mild 
injuries to develop into more serious problems

Common gardening injuries:
Trigger finger/thumb Most gardeners do a lot of pruning without realizing that the continual 

opening and closing of shears and pruners can lead to a painful locking of the fingers or thumbs. 
When this occurs, pain develops in the palm, or you can experience a locked finger pointing 
downward, forcing you to use your other hand to “unlock” it. 

Gamekeeper’s thumb This is a chronic condition caused by repetitive motion and stress on the 
ligament located on the inside of the thumb. Repeatedly opening and closing hand tools and clippers 
can cause chronic weakening of the ligament. 

Wrist tendinitis Repeated movement of the wrist can result in chronic pain. Friction occurs 
when the tendons in the wrist rub together. This friction can cause swelling, irritation and 
inflammation. Gardeners commonly experience this either near the base of the thumb or farther up 
the forearm. 

Hand infections Some gardeners are unaware of rose thorn disease (sporotrichosis). A fungus 
found in soil and in rose thorns can enter your bloodstream through a simple rose thorn prick. It can 
take months to show any symptoms. At first there will be a purple or pink painless lesion which can 
spread up the arm as ulcers or open sores. 

See 'Handy' Tips on page 13.
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‘This I Believe’
Winners of the semiannual “This I Believe” contest are in, and first place goes to Samantha Nothnagel. The 

second-place winner is Maggie Jones, and the third-place winner is David Villegas. 
For the past several years, Stockbridge High School and the Stockbridge Friends of the Library have 

collaborated to offer an essay-writing contest in order to engage Stockbridge High School students in an 
exploration of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held twice a year, the contest is based on NPR’s four-
year-running and now defunct “This I Believe” program. 

SCN is pleased to publish third-place winner Villegas' essay in its entirety below as SCN’s monthly student-
written column. Stay tuned for the first and second-place winners in SCN’s September and October editions.

Lessons to learn about self-reliance 
by David Villegas
I started my first garden, a small herb garden located 

in a former sandpit, containing thyme, sage, rosemary, 
and mint. I planted at least four different types of mint; 
chocolate mint, strawberry mint, peppermint, and a 
variety from Mexico. 

I was proud of this garden. I would go out to pull a 
few weeds, water, and fertilize as well as just admire 
my efforts. Last Spring or the second year of my herb 
garden, I was extremely excited to see how my garden 
was emerging from the cold depths of winter. However, 
I was soon devastated. I was sure my efforts the previous 
year were wasted. 

The mint had battled and the chocolate variety was 
the victor. It had taken out all the other types of mints as 

well as the herbs. I thought my future as a gardener was gone. So I decided to stop working on my 
herb garden and help my mother with the vegetable garden.

A vegetable garden does not offer the annual repetition of delicious goods. On the other hand, 
we know when we place the tiny plants or seeds in the soil, they will die. They also require tons of 
effort, weeding, watering, and fertilizing in that short time span. Furthermore, the process begins 
again the next season or in worst-case scenarios, a few weeks later if the seeds don’t sprout. But, I 
stuck with it. I hoed, dragged hoses from one end of the garden to the next, and stuck with it. That 
summer I enjoyed homegrown tomatoes, peas, and corn. I made myself pico de gallo with onions, 

David Villegas, third-place winner

tomatoes, and peppers. I felt self-reliant. This food was a result 
of my dedication to the gardening process, my efforts, and my 
ability to ignore any possible failures. 

So I decided to return in 2020 to my little herb garden with 
my new gardening knowledge. The first thing that I did was to 
rototill the garden and start over. This time giving a container that 
will stop the mint from taking over. I had Fennel, and sage, and 
lemon balm, and chives, and basil, and dill, and some more plants 
in my new garden. My garden is a process from start to finish and 
even then my garden probably isn’t finished. The point is that 
self-reliance is a process and a process that could prosper, never 
be finished, but should always be attempted and pursued with full 
effort. You should decide when the process is over for you.

I believe continued self-reliance or the ability to depend 
on one’s own efforts and abilities is a process that needs to be 
tended to much like a garden needs to be cared for on a daily, 
seasonal or annual basis. Two years ago I made my first attempt at 
gardening. Gardening is a dream; gardening is a hobby; gardening 
a academic quest. It is like many pursuits, its challenges require 
hard work, self-reliance, and potentially promises a risk of failure. 
When gardening, a bad harvest can ruin your confidence but you 
should remember that some things are out of control and you 
control what you can.

Gardening can be easy other times it feels like a darn chore. 
The one thing that is true for gardening is that it is a process. 
Self-reliance is like an over-grown road; Sure there are some 
tools to help you but it is up to you to travel the road. You have to 
make your own way and there are multiple ways to do it. Many 
people back in the early days of the pandemic thought that they 
can become self-reliant. Many learn that it is a process that can be 
hard. So I may not be fully self-reliant but I am working on it and 
maybe one day I will realize that I have reached the stage where I 
am providing my own goods.
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A glance in the rearview mirror: August 1921—
Overcrowded livestock. Stitching a beating 
heart. Girl hero resents publicity.

by Mary Jo David
The following excerpts are from August 1921 editions of the 

Stockbridge Brief-Sun newspaper. In general, these news excerpts are 
reproduced in the original, without edits or corrections. 

State Fair Like Great University: Few universities are enabled to disseminate as much knowledge along 
the lines of all of life’s activities as does the Michigan State Fair, which will hold its 72nd annual exhibition in 
Detroit, Sept 2-11. … The state fair exhibits show the best that is produced in agriculture, livestock, dairying, 
poultry, automotive trades, machinery, industrial work of varied sorts, road building, arts and sciences, city 
and country school work, home work such as needlework, handicraft work, garment-making, canning and 
numerous other sorts of endeavors. … –8/4/1921

Dutch Colonial Home for Farm: This style of architecture is most appropriate for farm homes as its lines 
fit well into country landscapes. … To paraphrase a song that was popular a couple of years ago, “How you 
going to keep the boys on the farms when the girls are going away.” In other words the solution is to make the 
farm home so attractive that the girls will stay. … Practically every present-day home design has a bathroom; 
the other rooms are planned so that they will accommodate the modern household conveniences, such as water 
under pressure and electricity. … –8/4/1921

‘Twas the Room Went Upstairs: Teddy had returned from the city and was describing a large apartment 
[department] store he had visited. He seemed greatly impressed by the height of the building and the number 
of floors. One of his playmates who had been listening attentively finally inquired: “Did you go away, ‘way 
upstairs?” “No,” said Teddy. “We just went into the tiniest, tiniest little room and stood still and the little room 
went upstairs.” –8/4/1921

Livestock Dying in Crowded Cars: Thousands of head of hogs and other livestock will be lost in 
Michigan and other surrounding states during the next four months unless measures are taken to prevent 
overcrowding and consequent overheating of animals being shipped to market. …More than 2,000 hogs on 
their way to Chicago yards died in a single week during a recent spell of hot weather due to overcrowding. 
–8/18/1921

LOCAL & PERSONAL NEWS
August 4, 1921 edition: 
• J.W. Berry delivered 16 dozen factory brooms to Jackson Monday.
• From observation of the latest styles, it is a positive fact that ladies have knees. 
• L.J. Kranzfelder returned from his auto trip of over 2,000 miles into northern Wisconsin and Minnesota 

Sunday night.
• The sound of the thresher is again heard in the land, Ralph Chipman being in Plainfield at present.
August 11, 1921 edition:
• Fred Moffat has received his bonus check for $250.00 for over-seas service.
• Watch out for two young men traveling about selling joke books and claiming the proceeds are for the 

benefit of disabled soldiers. They are a fake.
• Last Saturday afternoon the Howell officers passed through here en route to Jackson with three of the 

four criminals who were convicted of robbing Christina and Fred Schaible in Oceola township. We understand 
they were sentenced to 30 years.

• Ralph Bradery fell from a barn where he was working near Howell last week, breaking his arm and 
receiving other serious injuries.

August 18, 1921 edition:
• Four thousand dollars in Liberty Bonds and other securities belonging to Christina Schaible, 74, which 

were stolen by four men who attacked her May 16, were recovered by Sheriff Teeple and Judge Joseph H. 
Collins, Friday. The bonds were concealed in a sand pile near the Highland Road.

INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL NEWS
August 4, 1921 edition:
• Four stitches were taken in the beating heart of a 16-year-old Brooklyn, New York, boy who had stabbed 

himself with a stiletto. The operation required 35 minutes, as the stitches could only be taken when the heart 
was contracted, at the end of a beat which pumped the blood into the arteries. Two hours after the operation, 
which was performed through an opening between two ribs, the boy asked permission to sit up. … This was 
the first operation of its kind ever performed.

August 11, 1921 edition:
• Fear Epidemic of Typhus. Dr. L. Haden Guest of London, who has been investigating conditions in 

Russia, reports to the Lance (London) that the whole of [Russia] has been swept by typhus and relapsing fever, 
and that all indications point unmistakably to a formidable epidemic in the coming winter. Cholera also has 
made its appearance and smallpox is widely prevalent. …

August 18, 1921 edition:
• This Girl Resents Hero Stuff: Rose Breedlove, a nine-year-old girl at Alba, near Fort Worth, who 

stopped a burglar with her father’s six-shooter after he had gathered up the silverware in the home of her 
parents, says “hero stuff makes her tired.” After one day of it she has declared a strike against having her 
picture taken, publicity, and explaining to visitors. One day the family was away from home, leaving Rose 
playing with her dolls alone in the big house. She saw a burglar enter … When she saw him walk across a 
section of the floor just varnished, which her mother warned her not to step upon, she slipped from her hiding 
place, got her father’s big weapon and … ordered the robber to hold up his hands.
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Bridge to Wellness
August: Oh, the weather outside is frightful! It's a good time to exercise indoors

by Gary Hicks
I love hot weather—the hotter, the better. But when it’s rainy and the mosquitoes start swarming—that’s a different story. That’s the perfect time 

to exercise indoors. A lot still can be accomplished during those times when outside conditions are unfavorable. I understand that working out in a 
basement may not be the most desirable option, but we shouldn’t allow blood-sucking insects to hinder our progress. 

I’m going to throw in a bit of a twist for this month. Let's look at interesting exercises you can do using items that are common in home 
environments. Following are two ideas you can use for exercises that use different household items. 

Household item No. 1: Laundry basket and clothing.
Exercise: Place a regular-sized laundry basket on the floor and fill it with folded towels for additional weight to your liking or ability. Bend over Gary Hicks

at the waist, keeping a slight bend in the knees, and grab the side handles of the basket. Remain in the bent-over position and lift the basket toward your chest by bending 
your elbows (similar to a rowing motion). Slowly lower the basket to the starting position on the ground. Repeat for 10 to 12 reps. 

Household item No. 2: Plastic grocery bag and books.
Exercise: Fill a plastic grocery bag with several books. You may want to consider double bagging if the books were heavy reading! In the standing position, hold 

the bag with your right hand and let it hang at your side. Keeping your arm straight, lift the bag of books in front of your body until your hand is level with your eyes. 
Slowly lower the bag to the starting position. Now lift the bag to the side of your body until your hand is at your ear level. In both cases, focus on trying to keep your arm 
straight. Slowly lower to the starting position. Repeat this movement several times alternating a front raise and a side raise. Repeat for eight reps each. Now do eight reps 
using your other arm. Reduce the weight if the exercise is too difficult.

Monthly Fitness Challenge for August
The Monthly Challenge will be to share, on Facebook, additional exercises that readers can do with the items listed here. Or, suggest other common household items 

and exercises our fitness readers can try with those items. Here’s the Facebook link: www.facebook.com/bridgetowellnesschallenge.
Upcoming SAWC or wellness-related community events
• Fridays, 4-7p.m.: Open Air Market of Stockbridge holds weekly markets on Friday on the Stockbridge Town Square, near the gazebo, Market Music from 5:30 -7 p.m.
• Check out the free WAVE shuttle bus to Chelsea on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays. For more info or to make a reservation (not required): 734-475-9494. For 

more information about WAVE, http://ridethewavebus.org/.
• Clean-up Club: Next gathering will be Saturday, Aug. 21 at 10 a.m., at the playgrounds between Smith and Heritage Schools. Help to freshen things up for a return 

to school on Aug. 23. All welcome! Bring gloves, rakes and a water bottle!
• Monday, Aug. 9: Outreach’s Fresh Food Distribution for anyone who needs food—no registration required; just show up. Jeruel Baptist Church parking lot, 4-5 

p.m. Curbside pickup.
• Each Wednesday from 1-3 p.m.: Pop-up Food Distribution at Outreach for anyone in the school district who needs food. Just pull up to Outreach doors in the 

parking lot at Elm and Cherry Streets in Stockbridge.
• Pedal for Prevention: Join in this virtual riding club and support your local SRSLY Coalition. Bike, run or walk and keep track of your progress to share with 

others! Register for $30—the clock starts ticking on July 16 and ends on Aug. 13. 
www.stjoeshealth.org/classes-and-events/pedal-for-prevention-1.

• Movies on the Stockbridge Town Square, Time: 7 p.m. Dates: Aug. 20 (“Tom 
& Jerry”); Sept. 17 (“ET”); Oct. 31 (“Hocus Pocus”).

• Find nonprofit services/event info, resources, and connections at www.
onebigconnection.org/. This is the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s newest 
endeavor—helping nonprofits in the five towns of Stockbridge, Chelsea, Grass 
Lake, Manchester and Dexter get the word out about their services and events 
and connecting you with information you may need about mental health, housing, 
physical fitness and more.

This column is sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. Remember, if you 
have health challenges that could hamper your ability to exercise, check with your doctor 
before taking on a new exercise regimen. Gary A. Hicks, a veteran police sergeant with a 
passion for fitness, writes the fitness portion. He has over 35 years of experience in teaching, 
coaching, martial arts instruction, and police academy instruction.
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Capital Area District Libraries 
now fine free

Information from Capital Area District Libraries
Capital Area District Libraries (CADL) is part of a 

growing list of libraries across the state and country that 
have gone fine free, which means daily fines will no 
longer be charged on overdue items.

All overdue fines were removed in June 2021. There 
are separate fines for lost or damaged items, and those 
still will be charged. 

“Since overdue fines create a financial barrier for 
many people in our communities, eliminating them 
will allow more open access to more people. We hope 
this will encourage former users to revisit the library, 
along with attracting new users,“ said CADL Executive 
Director Scott Duimstra. 

There still will be due dates and materials still will be expected to be returned on time. 
See CADL on page 19.

FREE DANCE DAYCAMP: Monday, AUGUST 16th 
Drop off 7AM - Pick up 7PM. 

Come join us for a day of dancing, fun, games, crafts and 
activities. Open to all families in the community. All ages 
welcome. Bring bagged lunch, dinner provided. Sign up by 
8/14 @ 8pm https://tinyurl.com/dapaday 

11 tips for first-time homebuyers

Buying your first home can be stressful, so be 
sure you're ready. Photo credit pixels.com

by Kat Sarmiento
Buying your first home is a big step, but you 

have to make sure that you’re ready for it. To 
save you some heartaches, mistakes, stress, and 
worries, here are some tips for buying your own 
home.

1. Get your finances ready. Before you start 
really hunting for a home, you need to have 
enough money for it. Keep in mind that there are 
several other things that you need to pay for, such 
as closing costs, down payment, and move-in 
costs like repairs and upgrades.

2. Mortgage or cash? Buying a house through a mortgage and buying with cash each has its 
benefits. Paying with cash is good if you want to get rid of other fees such as the interest rates and 
closing fees. Paying with cash is actually preferred by sellers, as chances are unlikely that the buyer 
will back out due to not getting financial approval. Cash also may mean that the buyer can get the 
property lower with cash discounts.

Paying with a mortgage on the other hand can give you financial flexibility in case a problem 
emerges. There are also tax benefits for those who itemize their deductions, and in some cases, 
protect you from creditors.

3. Get your pre-approval letter. If you’re buying your home through a mortgage, get your pre-
approval letter before house-hunting. A pre-approval letter is proof of how much loan money you 
can get based on your financial information; this can help you with closing a deal.

4. Don’t mess with your credit. Don’t open a new line of credit, take out a new loan, increase 
your credit balance, or make late payments—this can all risk your final approval.

5. Explore your options. There are several options for taking out a mortgage loan. Some of them 
are:

• Conventional mortgages – these are not by the government. Some target first-time buyers with a 
3% down payment.

See Homebuyers on page 16.

Stockbridge Branch Head Librarian 
Sherri McConnel shows off the Little Free 
Library. Photo provided by CADL

Family and friends will 
gather in loving memory of 
Lois A. Bivins

In Loving Memory of Lois A. Bivins, a Memorial – Luncheon 
will be held at Stockbridge United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
August 7 from 11 am to 2 pm. The family of Lois welcomes 
everyone who knew her to join them in celebrating her life. She 
always had a smile on her face and a great attitude. We will miss 
her dearly.

With love,
The family of Lois
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UTPD Activity June 1-30, 2021
Thursday 6/3 - Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/Dream Catcher, 
Shots Fired-Bradley Rd./Plainfield Rd.
Friday 6/4 - Respond to Alarm-Joslin Lake Rd./Westbury Dr., Citizen 
Assist-Arnold Rd., Citizen Assist-Dexter Trl.Dutton Rd.
Saturday 6/5 - Assist EMS-Deep Valley Rd./Dutton Rd., Citizen Assist-
Webb St./Church St.
Sunday 6/6 - Property Damage Accident-Doyle Rd./Worden Rd., Personal 
Injury Accident-M-36/Spears Rd.
Tuesday 6/8 - Respond to Alarm-Wasson Rd./Daymon Rd.
Wednesday 6/9 - Tree Down-Worden Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Thursday 6/10 - Domestic Verbal-Dexter Trl./Van Syckle Rd., Animal 
Complaint-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct., Disturbance/Trouble-Tamara Dr./Kaiser 
Rd.
Friday 6/11 - Assist UTFD for Tree Down-Roberts Rd./Gregory Rd., 
Assist UTFD for Tree Down-Howlett Rd./W. M-36
Saturday 6/12 - Animal Complaint-W. Trebesh Cir./Winifred Ct., Road 
Hazard-W. M-36/Barton Rd.
Sunday 6/13 - Respond to Alarm-Main St./W. M-36, Malicious 
Destruction of Property-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Assist EMS-Main 
St./Ovit St., ATV Complaint-Oliver Ct./Orlando Dr.
Monday 6/14 - Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St., Assist UTFD/Gas 
Leak-Holmes Rd./Doyle Rd., Animal Complaint-Arnold Rd./E. Lakelands 
Trl.
Tuesday 6/15 - Suspicious Situation-Lake Shore Dr./Woodside Dr., 
Assist EMS-Raspberry Rdg./Meadowpark Dr., Malicious Destruction of 
Property-M-36/Bradley Rd.
Wednesday 6/16 - Animal Complaint-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct., Assist UTFD 
for Tree Down-Dutton Rd./W. Lakelands Trl.
Thursday 6/17 - Larceny-M-106/Main St., Fraud-Wasson Rd./Gregory 
Rd., Disturbance/Trouble-Main St./Dewey St., Assist UTFD/Tree Down-
Van Syckle Rd./Doyle Rd.

Friday 6/18 - Welfare Check-Bull Run Rd./Wasson Rd., Larceny-W. M-36/
Dream Catcher, Animal Complaint-M-36/Gregory Ridge Rd., Respond to 
Alarm-University Camp Dr./Beranek Dr., Drugs/VSA-Dutton Rd./Dexter Trl.
Saturday 6/19 - Citizen Assist-Webb St./Church St., Assist EMS-W. M-36/
Pingree Rd.
Sunday 6/20 - Criminal Sexual Conduct Report-Location Undisclosed
Monday 6/21 - Assist Unadilla Township Fire Dept.-Joslin Lake Rd./Kaiser 
Rd., Assist Unadilla Township Fire Dept./Tree Down-W. Lakelands Trl./
Arnold Rd.
Tuesday 6/22 - Suspicious Situation-Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.
Wednesday 6/23 - Citizen Assist-Wasson Rd./Bradley Rd., Noise 
Complaints-San Luray Dr./San Souci Ave., Animal Complaint-Woodside Dr./
Kaiser Rd.
Thursday 6/24 - Property Damage Accident-Dutton Rd./Dexter Trl.
Friday 6/25 - Asist EMS-Wasson Rd./Daymon Rd., Civil Complaint-W. 
M-36/Dream Catcher
Saturday 6/26 - Property Damage Accident-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd., Traffic 
Complaint-Kaiser Rd./Sunset Dr.
Sunday 6/27 - Citizen Assist-Kaiser Rd./Unadilla Rd., Assist Unadilla 
Township Fire Dept./Tree Down-Dutton Rd./Deep Valley Rd., Road Hazard-
Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Assist Other Agency-S. Clinton St.-M-52
Monday 6/28 - Malicious Destruction of Property-Orlando Dr./McGaugh Ct.
Tuesday 6/29 - Suspicious Situation-M. 106/Morton Rd., Welfare Check-E. 
M-36/Kane Road, Behavioral Problems- Location Undisclosed, Assist Other 
Agency-Williamsville Rd/ Holmes Rd., Road Hazard-Dutton Rd/Dexter Trl.
Wednesday 6/30 - Subpoena Service-Parkside Dr./Woodside Dr., Larceny-
Main St./Dewey St.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting Minutes 
22 June 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge: 7:00 p.m.
Present: Lance, Morency, Walz, McAlister, Kitley, and 9 
residents. Also attending: Jackson County Sheriff Deputy Jim 
Moore. 
Public Comment: Richardson talked about the bills that are 
being voted on in Senate and House regarding our governance 
of gravel pits and short-term rentals. He has encouraged 
people to contact their representatives to address these bills # 
429 Gravel Bill is now in the House and HB 4722 Short-Term 
Rentals is being voted on. As a township, we do not want to 
lose our rights to govern these processes. 
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from Walz 
to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried. Kitley motioned with support from Morency 
to pay the bills as listed on the Post Audit report in the amount 
of $600. Roll call vote: Yes/ Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency, 
McAlister. No/none. Motion carried. There was a police 
report for May given by Deputy Moore. Deputies assigned 
to Waterloo Township responded to 31 complaints, 19 traffic 
stops. Michigan State Police responded to 22 calls for service. 
Deputy Moore is trying to meet with local business owners to 
introduce himself. 
Correspondence: None
Special Order: Aggregate Industries Permit Renewal: Rob 
Hayes and Matt Brewer gave a report on progress at the 
extraction site. In 2020 they extracted 422 thousand tons of 
material. Lance motioned with support from McAlister to 
approved the Aggregate Industries permit renewal for 1 year 
with the following conditions:
1. The new permit will apply to the parcel containing the 
site plant, the two parcels added in 2013 as ‘phase I’ and 
‘phase II’, the two parcels north of Green road containing 
the Freshwater Lake, and the recently approved Green Road 
property. Additional parcel info available below:
a. Phase I – 28.67 acres +/-, south of Green Road b. Phase 
II – 21.56 acres +/-, north of Green Road c. Green Road and 
the adjacent setback area – approximately 17.79 acres d. 
Parcel #s involved in this permit: i. 10-12-200-001-01 (site 
plant and reclaimed DNR area – DNR owned) ii. 10-01-426-
001-00 (parcel containing north end of freshwater lake – State 
owned) iii. 10-01-476-001-00 (parcel containing south end of 
freshwater lake – State owned) iv. 10-12-200-001-02 (Doan 
Concrete – DNR owned) v. 10-12-100-001-00 (phase I is in 
this parcel – MDNR owned) vi. 10-01-451-001-00 (phase II is 
in this parcel – MDNR owned)
2. This permit will be valid until 7/1/2022.
3. All requirements and conditions imposed by the Planning 
Commission in its recommendation of approval to the Board 
in April 2013, for the special use permit for phases I & II, as 
amended, resolution # R-13-11-20-1 continue to be met.
4. All requirements and conditions imposed by the Planning 
Commission in its recommendation of approval to the Board 
on March 16th 2021, for the special use permit for the Green 
Road project, as amended, resolution # 2021-03-16-01 
continue to be met.
5. All requirements and conditions imposed by the Township 
Board in its resolution # 2021-03-23-1 for the Green Road 
project, as amended, continue to be met.
6. Aggregate Industries is to comply at a minimum with all 
provisions of the Waterloo Township Zoning Ordinance and 
Sand and Gravel Extraction Ordinance as amended.
7. All haul routes remain at existing locations (as of November 
20th, 2013). 
8. All processing plants and stockpile locations shall remain at 
their existing locations.
9. Any ‘primary feeders’ installed to sort material for the 
conveyor will be located at a low level and very near to a 
mining face in order to minimize any noise levels coming 
from the unit.
10. Monitoring of wells 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, the freshwater lake, 
Pond Lilly, and Clear Lake all continue on a monthly basis.
11. Aggregate Industries will send quarterly well monitoring 
updates to the Waterloo Township Engineer so that the well 
monitoring sites can be closely followed. If necessary, the 
Township Engineer will contact the Township board and 
Aggregate Industries in order to discuss any concerning levels 
and take appropriate action.
12. Regular inspections will be made by the township engineer 
for at least the purpose of monitoring the extraction depth to 
ensure that it is maintained at a level at least 10 feet higher 
than the water table (as projected by the frc&h 2012 report).
13. Any changes to the signed copy of the lease agreement 
between Aggregate Industries and the DNR must be 
communicated to the township for review.
14. Reclamation activity is carried out according to the 
document provided to Waterloo Township by Aggregate 
Industries on December 6th, 2013, entitled “The Reclamation 
Plan”. 
15. Any changes to the reclamation plan are to be 
communicated to the township, as outlined in the Township 
Sand & Gravel Extraction Ordinance, as amended.
16. No water will be discharged offsite by the operation.
17. The existing Reclamation Surety Bond #929570818 shall 
remain in effect, with the following details: i. The “penal sum” 
in the first paragraph remains Nine Hundred Sixty Thousand 
$960,000.00). ii. The amount required to “reimburse the 
Obligee for costs and reasonable expenses and fees”, in 
the last paragraph on page one, shall remain One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) iii. In the second paragraph, 

the “effective” date should be June 17, 2013, and the “Renewal” 
date should be July 23, 2020, and amended date of February 23, 
2021 to include the mining of Green Road, its right of ways and 
setbacks. iv. The “aggregate liability” under the first paragraph 
on the second page shall remain One Million Sixty Thousand 
1,060,000.00).
18. Waterloo Township must be sent a notice of intent to cancel 
the insurance policy not less than twenty (20) days before the 
cancellation thereof. Failure of the operator, or any persons, firm 
or corporation named in the policy to maintain the insurance 
shall be cause for immediate cessation of operations.
19. Aggregate Industries will maintain with Waterloo Township 
a $20,000.00 replenishable escrow account in which the 
township can withdraw applicable funds. This account shall be 
replenished upon notification from Waterloo Township once the 
balance drops to $5000.00.
20. Community Benefit Royalty: Consistent with Applicant’s 
Application, Applicant will voluntarily compensate Waterloo 
Township for such extraction activities as stated in the 
November 25, 2020 application for an extraction permit, a 
royalty in the amount $0.20 per ton of processed material from 
the Project (estimated payment of $180,000). Applicant shall 
report the quantity of material and associated revenue and 
provide a monthly report of the royalty to the Township. During 
the duration of the Project, Applicant shall pay royalty amounts 
monthly and make checks payable to “Waterloo Township.”
21. Grit and Gravel Bike Ride: As presented during the Planning 
Commission’s February 16, 2021 meeting, Applicant must 
coordinate with “EPIC Races” to ensure that the annual Grit 
and Gravel bike race may be conducted as normally scheduled, 
through an alternative route, agreeable to EPIC races, while 
Green Road is closed for Project activities.
22. Right of Way – Green Road: Prior to all Project operations, 
Applicant must provide the Township a road closure notice 
for Green Road from the Jackson County Department of 
Transportation that the portion of Green Road to be mined is not 
a public right of way and is closed to public access as well as 
access to the impacted portions of the road.
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.
Old Business: Walz stated that the Parks and Recreation 
Committee got rained out on their May 26 painting and 
planting at the Munith Park. They are still looking for help in 
maintaining and watching the park in Munith. They are still 
planning a monarch waystation and rain garden to make it a 
natural beauty area around the walking path.
New Business: Morency spoke of Planning Commission 
progress on the short-term rental ordinance. There was no action 
on Article 11 and have no additions to the Topics list. 
Kitley motioned with support from Walz to accept the following 
amendments to the current budget: $50 to 101-247-702-000 
Board of Review, $2,000 to 101-254-702-000 Deputy Treasurer, 
$2,000 to 101-371-702-000 Building Inspectors, $5,000 to 
101-420-702-000 Extraction, for a total of $9,050 all to come 
out of 101-265-970-000 Capital Improvement. Roll call vote: 
Yes/Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley. No/none. Motion 
carried.
Kitley motioned with support from McAlister to purchase new 
flags, poles and brackets for the Munith Main Street for an 
amount not to exceed $2,000 with Henrietta Township having 
committed to paying half the amount. Roll call vote: Yes/
Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance. No/none. Motion 
carried.
Walz motioned with support from Morency to pay $1,480 for 
bins from Omni Source to use for the September 11, 2021 
household and metals collection at the township from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Roll call vote: Yes/McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency. No/none. Motion carried.
Lance Motioned with support from McAlister to have a 
presentation by representatives of the Jackson County 
Transportation Department to speak of Road Proposal costs at 
a public meeting to be held here at the Township at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday evening July 22, 2021. Aye all; no/none. Motion 
carried. Everyone is invited to attend and ask questions.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: Morency 
motioned with support from McAlister to give pay increase to 
both Treasurer and Clerk to $20,000/year. Roll call vote: Yes/
Lance, Morency, McAlister. No/none. Abstain: Kitley, Walz. 
Motion carried. 
Lance motioned with support from McAlister to formally 
accept and support the Waterloo Township MTA Principals 
of Governance. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. All Board 
members will sign the form. 
Public Comment: Wendy Walz read a letter she wrote in 
response to comments at previous meetings. She feels we need a 
Strategic Planning Committee, to focus on getting internet in our 
area, allowing a business to be a marijuana growth facility, spot 
zoning issues, business growth that will keep our children from 
moving to other areas after graduation, etc. Garth Hannewald 
stated his approval of her statement. The letter in its entirety is 
available to view at the township, or you can request a copy be 
sent via email and it may be posted on our Facebook page.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 7:50 p.m.
The next Planning Commission meeting will be Tuesday, 
July 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The next regular board meeting at 
July 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, on 
our website waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
July 19, 2021

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the 
Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to order on 
July 19, 2021 at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township Regular Board 
Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
James Wireman, Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer 
Member absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
agenda as printed Muraf Second Muraf motion to amend the 
Stockbridge Township agenda adding Cub Scout under New 
Business All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion Citizen Comments closed at 
7:44PM
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge Township meeting 
minutes from June 21, 2021 as printed Wireman second All in 
Favor Motion carried
Wireman motion to accept the Stockbridge Township financial 
report as printed from April 1, 2021 thru July 19, 2021 
Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Quarterly Building Department Report 
is as followed Building Permits 14 New Permits ( 1 new 
house, 1 tower upgrade, 1 new shed, 1 roof assessment, 1 
new pole barn, 1 window, 1 egress window, 1 pool 6 roofs), 
Electrical Permits 6 new permits, Mechanical Permits 5 new 
permits, Plumbing Permits 1 new permit, Driveway Permits 
2 new permits, Address Permits 1 new permit, Demolition 0 
new permits
Old Business 
None
 New Business
Boy Scouts Cub Master will be using the Stockbridge 

Township Square on August 14, 2021 from 11:30 AM to 2:30 
Pm for a Cub Scouts Olympics Community Event will have 
Kids Obstacle Course, Food & Fun, Bottle and Can Drive 
Sommer motion to accept the Special Use Permit from Ashley 
Bell owner of Southern Style Vinyl Boutique as recommended 
by the Stockbridge Township Planning Commission Wireman 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept the Special Use Permit from Josh 
Bell owner of BCI LLC as recommended by the Stockbridge 
Township Planning Commission Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township Moratorium on Wind Energy has been 
sent over to the Tri – County planning and they have 30 days to 
review and send back to Stockbridge Township Board before 
Stockbridge Township can vote on the Moratorium. 
Chief Torres has approached Stockbridge Township Supervisor 
CG Lantis about becoming Stockbridge Police and patrolling all 
of Stockbridge Township. 
Sommer motion to purchase 6 cameras at the cost of $2100.00 
installed by Main Street Computers for 219 Elm Street 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept construction of additional Storage 
Unit at Lantis Plaza Wireman Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Wireman motion to approve the outdoor gathering application 
for All Wheels Extravaganza on August 28, 2021 from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge Township Board 
monthly bills in the amount of $35,654.78 Wetherell Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion closed at 8:25PM
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge Township Regular 
Board meeting on July 19, 2021 at 8:37 PM Sommer Second all 
in Favor Motion Carried
Becky Muraf, Stockbridge Township Clerk

Waterloo Township Board Budget Hearing Meeting 
Unapproved Minutes 22 June 2021

Call to Order: 6:30 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Kitley, Walz, McAlister, Morency (6:40)
Public Comment: None
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to approve 
the 23 June 2020 Budget Hearing minutes. Aye/all; No/none. 
Absent: Morency. Motion carried. 
• Kitley motioned with support from Walz to accept the July 
1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 budget as presented: Revenue in the 
amount of $549,150; expenditures in the amount of $633,275. 
Roll call vote: Yes/ Walz, Kitley, Lance, McAlister. No/none. 
Absent: Morency. Motion carried. 
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to adopt the 
General Appropriations Act (Budget) R-21-6-22-1 for the new 

budget year beginning July 1, 2021. Roll call vote: Yes/Kitley, 
Lance, McAlister, Walz. No/none. Absent: Morency. Motion 
carried.
• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to accept the 
Waterloo Township Holiday Closing Schedule as amended 
adding Juneteenth for 2021-2022. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried. 
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to accept the 
posting locations as presented. Yes/all; no/none. Motion carried.
Public Comment: None
 Lance motioned with support from Walz to adjourn at 6:47 p.m. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Waterloo Township Clerk
Budget copies will be available at the Waterloo Township 
Office.

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE
Council Meeting Minutes July 12, 2021

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm Roll 
Call: PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick 
Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Kim Morehouse,  
Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee 
Anne Moceri, ABSENT: None; Others Present: Debbie 
Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney, John 
Torres, Police Chief, Citizens were also present. Pledge of 
Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance. 
Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Uihlein, APPROVED; the July 12, 2021 agenda as amended: 
add under New Business: SDDA Appointments Motion 
carried unanimously; Approval of Minutes MOTION by 
Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the minutes 
from June 7, 2021 as presented Motion carried unanimously; 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
the special minutes from June 28, 2021 as amended; to correct 
Resolution 2021-06-28.001, Morehouse to a NAYE vote. 
Motion carried unanimously.Public Comment – NONE Police 
Report: Chief Torres gave an update. Chief Torres recognized 
Ron Hodder, Retired Police Officer a Recognition Award for 
his years of service on the Police Department.FINANCIAL 
REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; the accounts 
payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Quintanilla, 
Uihlein, Cattell, Mullins, Moceri, Morehouse, Howlett 
NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED OLD 
BUSINESS Closed Session: Personnel Position MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by, Mullins, APPROVED; 
to go into closed session to discuss Personnel Position at 
7:16pm. Ayes: Moceri, Cattell, Mullins, Uihlein, Morehouse, 
Quintanilla, Howlett Nays: None Absent: None MOTION 
PASSED MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by, Mullins, 
APPROVED; to close the closed session and open into 
regular meeting at 8:06pm.Motion carried with unanimous 
ayes. Council took a break at 8:07pm Council returned from 
break at 8:11pm MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED 

by Mullins, APPROVED; the Supervisor Job Description as 
corrected. Motion Carried Unanimously.MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Morehouse, APPROVED; to compensate 
per hour than salary for the Supervisor Position Motion 
Carried Unanimously MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; establish an hourly wage for the 
Supervisor Position $22-$25 per hour. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, 
Morehouse, Quintanilla, Moceri, Cattell, Howlett NAYS: None 
ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; promote David 
Dillard for the Supervisor Position at $22.00 an hour. AYES: 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Uihlein, Morehouse, Moceri, Mullins, 
Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED 
Larry Krummrey Mr. Krummrey requested that the Village 
Council consider relinquishing the right-of-way to his property. 
SDDA Appointment MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by 
Uihlein, APPROVED; nominate Mellisa Powers-Taylor to 
the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority. AYES: 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Moceri, Uihlein, Morehouse, Howlett 
NAYS: Mullins ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED Eastbridge 
Condo Association Letter MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Moceri, APPROVED; to NOT pay for the Street Light at the 
entrance to the Eastbridge Condominiums. AYES: Quintanilla, 
Cattell, Moceri, Uihlein, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: Mullins 
ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED MOTION by Quintanilla, 
SUPPORTED by Moceri, APPROVED; to NOT pay for a walk 
path at Eastbridge Condominiums. AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, 
Moceri, Uihlein, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: Mullins ABSENT: 
None MOTION PASSED Personnel Workshop scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 7:00pm Village Trucks MOTION 
by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; 
purchase a Salt Truck with a cap of $185,000 upon review of 
specifications by David Dillard. AYES: Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: 
Mullins ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED Public Comment 
There was public comment ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by 
Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED to adjourn 
the Council Meeting at 9:54pm. 
Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk
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As a teacher, what do you think your role is when it comes to the mental health of a student? Or as a director with your actor?
The main thing I can do as a teacher or theater director, in regard to mental health, is to create positive and fun experiences for my students and actors in an 

atmosphere that invites open conversations.
I'm sure it can be pretty taxing on you mentally, what do you do to recharge?
I don’t take enough time to recharge. I need to do that more often. Sitting outside in the evening listening to the night sounds is a great way for me to recharge.
How do you define stability?
Being able to go through a week and not really break down. Have a hard time sleeping because of something on your mind that you can't get rid of. If you can go 

through a week or two and you're OK with that, you might be.
Would you say you are stable?
I would say I'm more stable now than I have been. There are still things that have happened that hurt my gut that I think sometimes I just have to live with and go OK, 

that happened, I got to move on.
As we conclude this series we ask: Why is there stigma with mental illness? Why are there still people not asking for help when they need it?
We encourage you to share your stories about your mental health with others, including our list of ways to take care of yourself mentally and how to avoid self 

medicating. There is no need to struggle alone. 
Please reach out to someone you trust - a friend, a relative. If you suspect someone is struggling, reach out to them and see if you can help or offer support. Contact 

one of us, make the conversation about mental health normalized, as opposed to stigmatized.
Who knows, you may just save a life!
If you may need professional help
• National Institute of Mental Health: 866-615-6464; nimh.nih.gov.
• Mental Health America: 800-969-6642; mhanational.org/.
• Michigan Medicine Depression Center: To make an appointment: 800-525-5188 or 734-764-0231; depressioncenter.org/.
• St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Outpatient Behavioral Health Services: 734-593-5250; 
stjoeshealth.org/location/st-joseph-mercy-chelsea-outpatient-behavioral-health-services.
• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 offers a 24-hour crisis line; suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
•The Listening Ear in Lansing: 517-337-1717, a 
24-hour crisis line; theear.org/.
• Crisis Text Line: Text “Start” to 741-741. 

Mental Wellness page 3
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When the SPD implemented the reserve officer 
program and posted openings, Ron was the first at 
the door asking to be a part of it. He has a passion for 
police work and is the consummate public servant. 

I admire and respect Ron and appreciate him for all 
he has done for SPD and the community. He will be 
missed.

In recognition of his service, Reserve Officer Hodder 
was presented with his badge at the council meeting. 
The presentation was attended by his current and 
former SAESA Explorers.

Thanks again, Ron!

Officer Hodder page 1

Other bacteria or fungus can be introduced with even the smallest cut, running the risk of 
developing into a major hand infection. 

Ways to prevent hand injuries According to the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, emergency rooms treat more than 400,000 outdoor garden tool-related 
accidents each year. With proper safety techniques, you can stay away from the hospital and 
avoid becoming a statistic. 

Always wear gloves Use thick leather gloves when working with roses. Latex or rubber 
gloves are best when gripping tools or when working in the soil. Proper gloves will not only 
reduce blistering but will also protect your skin from fertilizers, pesticides, bacteria and 
fungus. 

Vary your activities and take breaks Don’t stay on one repetitive task too long. When 
raking, trimming hedges, pulling weeds, pruning bushes or planting bulbs, move from 
one job to another every 15 minutes with a brief rest in between. Be sure to take breaks 
regularly. 

There is a tool for everything so use it Avoid using your hands to do jobs a tool can do 
better and faster. Select tools that are lightweight and include thick rubber handles to reduce 
stress on the fingers when gripping. Ergonomic gardening tools can significantly decrease 
grip force and reduce any inflammation

Check your posture Posture includes whole body position but also includes the angle of 
your wrist while using hand tools. Grip strength is maximized when the wrist is in a relaxed, 
neutral position. 

Connect with an expert when you need help If you have a hand, wrist or arm injury, 
connect with a hand specialist. Dr. Caroline Wurtzel is a St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
physician who specializes in hand, upper extremity and microvascular surgery. Her office is 
located in Suite 302 of the St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Professional Office Building; 855-450-
2020.

This column is sponsored by St. Joseph Mercy Health.

'Handy' Tips page 6
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Mary Jo David

by Cindy Anderson, DVM, Animal Care Clinic
Warm summer greetings!
 Did you know that Aug. 15 is National Check the Chip Day? What does that mean for us as pet 

owners? 
Many of us have gone the extra step in order to keep our precious pets safe by having them micro-

chipped and registered in the hopes of being reunited, if they should ever wander off. 
Microchips are injected under the skin with a hypodermic needle and while the needle is larger in 

size, it is a quick and relatively painless procedure. Owners often opt to have the microchip implanted 
during their pets' spay or neuter procedure, then the animal will not even feel it at all!

Microchips help bring lost pets back home

Cindy Anderson, 

DVM

Paws and Claws

These specially designed chips are enclosed in a very small glass cylinder and are about the size of an uncooked grain of 
rice. The chips themselves do not contain any battery. Instead, they are activated by the scanner as it passes over the area where 
the chip is located. The current technology of these chips allows for an identification number, which is used to find the owners' 
information. They are not GPS devices used to locate animals.

If a stray is taken into a veterinary clinic or shelter, one of the first actions is to scan the pet for a chip, with hopes the animal 
can be quickly reunited with its family. This technology isn't foolproof, as many factors can impede a chip from scanning 

Photo by Jamie Street via unsplash.com

properly. Human error, such as improper scanning technique, can lead to the failure to detect a chip. Other factors such as matted hair, excessive fat deposits around the 
chip or metal collars also can lead to errors.

The benefits of micro-chipping definitely outweigh the risks, which are minimal. Although we cannot guarantee that a shelter or clinic will always be able to read 
every microchip, universal scanners are becoming more readily available and solve the challenge of detecting different brands of microchips.

Once your pet is micro-chipped there are only three simple things to do: 1) Make sure the chip is registered. 2) Ask your veterinarian to scan your pet's chip at its 
yearly exam and make sure the chip is still functional and easily detected. 3) Keep your information current with the company you registered with.

The staff at Animal Care Clinic, located at 926 W. Grand River Ave., Williamston; 517-655-5551; is happy to help you understand micro-chipping and how it can 
benefit both you and your beloved pet.

Cindy Anderson, DVM, is a graduate of MSU Veterinary College (1992) and has practiced veterinary medicine for over 28 years. She traveled to Italy, New Zealand 
and Manitoba before establishing her own clinic in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Dr. Cindy took over duties at the Animal Care Clinic in October 2019 and now spends the 
majority of her time in the Lower Peninsula helping animals and their owners.

Retail market analysis points to promising business potential 
StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

An SDDA-commissioned retail market analysis projects retail and An SDDA-commissioned retail market analysis projects retail and 
restaurant growth potential in the village of Stockbridge. restaurant growth potential in the village of Stockbridge. Photo Photo 
credit: SDDA website (top), Mary Jo David (bottom left), GPG Retail credit: SDDA website (top), Mary Jo David (bottom left), GPG Retail 
Market Analysis Study (bottom right)Market Analysis Study (bottom right)

by Mary Jo David
Early this year, the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority 

(SDDA) commissioned with The Gibbs Planning Group for a retail market 
analysis. The study involved reviewing existing retail businesses and space 
in and around the village of Stockbridge to assess the potential for attracting 
new retail businesses and/or expanding existing businesses in downtown 

Stockbridge. 
Geri Uihlein, who recently became chair of the SDDA, explained that one of the key reasons The 

Gibbs Planning Group (GPG) was selected had to do with the reputation of its founder, Bob Gibbs, 
and his passion for historic communities. 

“We know there’s growth opportunity here in Stockbridge, but we wanted to hear it from 
someone who assesses these things for a living—someone who has a real affinity for both history 
and progress,” Uihlein said.

As founder and managing director of GPG, Bob Gibbs oversaw the analysis performed by his 
firm.

“I’ve visited Stockbridge several times in addition to visiting for the study. I’m intrigued by 
the Stockbridge town square. In my opinion, your square makes the town unique from so many 
other small towns and villages in Michigan,” Gibbs observed. NOTE: The square itself is part 
of Stockbridge Township, but the businesses surrounding the square are within the village of 
Stockbridge.

The study assesses median household income, age, home values, and occupancy of areas that fall 
within 1) five miles of the village center, 2) within a primary trade area that spans between 5 and 10 
miles of the village center, and 3) within a secondary trade area that falls approximately 15 miles outside of the village center. 

See StockBIZ on page 21.
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Retired teacher receives unique gift
of historical significance 

by Amy Haggerty
Dennis Petsch, a retired middle 

school social studies teacher and 
counselor for Stockbridge Community 
Schools, received a very special gift 
from fellow SCS teacher Cheryl 
Walsh. 

Walsh gifted Petsch with a replica 
of a quilt similar to those used by 
runaway slaves seeking freedom in the 
1800s by traveling the Underground 
Railroad. This particular quilt was 
made by Walsh’s mother many years 
ago.

Quilt patches like those shown in 
the gift given to Petsch contained 
shapes and motifs that provided 
runaway slaves with clues they 

Cheryl Walsh, right, presents retired SCS teacher 
Dennis Petsch with an Underground Railroad 
replica quilt. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

The blocks on the quilt provide passage 
clues for the Underground Railroad. The quilt 
label Walsh’s mother sewed onto the quilt 
explains these clues. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

SCS teacher Cheryl Walsh shows off the 
Underground Railroad replica quilt her 
mother sewed many years ago. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

needed for safe passage along their route to freedom. 
Since retiring, Petsch, who has always been interested in the history of the Civil 

War, taught a class about the war at Cornell University. 
Petsch was thrilled to receive this gift and remarked, “I know right where this is 

hanging! It’s going on the wall in my office.” 
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• FHA loans – these allow down payments as low as 3.5% and are insured by the Federal 
Housing Administration.

• USDA loans – these are for buyers of rural homes and do not require down payment.
• VA Loans – this is for current and veteran military service members and usually don’t require 

down payment.
In addition to these, you also have to think if you want a 30-year or 15-year mortgage. In a 

30-year one, you can pay it off in 30 years and the interest rate stays the same. In a 15-year one, it 
usually has a lower interest, but the monthly payments are higher.

6. Look for first-time homebuyer programs. City and housing agencies can help lower the 
costs with first-time homebuyer programs. They can provide payment assistance, and even cover 
some of the closing costs. For guidance, reach out to your real estate agent or your local housing 
department.

7. Compare rates. Before settling on which loan you’re getting, compare their rates. List down 
three to five lenders and compare the total cost of the loan, annual percentage rate, and additional 
fees.

8. Get a real estate agent. You can still choose to do everything on your own but having a real 
estate agent can save you some work. They can negotiate, schedule tours, vet neighborhoods and 
houses, deal with contracts, and so much more.

9. Home inspector. Home inspectors can tell you what specific problems the property has, what 
needs to be repaired, replaced, or dealt with. But standard inspection might not include things like 
molds or pests—make sure that you know what is included and what other inspections you might 
need.

10. Negotiate with the seller. To drive the costs lower, you can ask the seller to pay for the 
repairs or to lower the price for the repairs that you’ll have to make. You can also ask them to pay 
for some of the closing costs, but some lenders might limit the amount that the seller can pay.

11. Property managers. If you want to rent out your home, a property manager can help you 
deal with your landlord duties. They can find you tenants, collect monthly rent, deal with repairs and 
maintenance, and even do accounting work for you. They can help you save time and energy.

However, you can do the accounting and bookkeeping work by yourself if you’d like. There are 
services that can help you manage your books, so you can focus on your property.

Buying your first home really takes a lot of work, but if done right, it pays off well. At the end, 
you’ll have your own space, free to do whatever you want.

Homebuyers page 10 Local elections on August 3,
listed by county 

The following information was compiled from the 
Secretary of State's website.
Ingham County Lansing city, Leslie Public Schools.
Jackson County Columbia Township, Hanover-Horton 
School District, Jackson city, Jonesville Community 
Schools, Leslie Public Schools, Parma Township, 
Sandstone Township.
Livingston County Brighton city, Fenton Area Public 
Schools, Howell city, Linden Community Schools.
Washtenaw County Ann Arbor Township, Northfield 
Township, Ypsilanti Township.

Photo by Element5 Digital via Unsplash.com
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Obituaries

John Lawrence Parks
Nov. 11, 1951 to July 1, 2021

John Lawrence Parks, age 69, of St. Helen, 
MI, passed away on July 1, 2021 in Auburn, 
MI. He was born on November 11, 1951 in 
Jackson, MI, the son of John Edward and 
Genevieve (Guinan) Parks. He married Donna 
Jean Karnes in July of 1986, and she preceded 
him in death after 33 years of marriage.

He served our country in the US Navy, and 
his favorite pastimes were trapping, hunting, 
fishing, and spending time with his horses. 

He loved his Native American heritage. John was his own person, 
and he visited and experienced every state in the continental US via 
hitchhiking.

Survivors include his siblings, Jane Schertzing, Dan Parks, 
Eric Parks, Alicia Parks, and Annie Hoard; his half brother, Bobbi 
Lazurus; and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. In addition to his 
wife, Donna, he was preceded in death by his sister, Lela Parks, and 
brothers-in-law, Richard Hoard and Christopher Schertzing.

A Funeral Service was scheduled for Wednesday, July 7, 2021, 
1:00 p.m., at Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home, Chelsea, with Craig 
Goodlock officiating. The family received friends from 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. Burial will follow at Munith Cemetery.

Expressions of sympathy may be made in memory of John to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.

John Lawrence Parks

Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and 
of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge 
Community News website within the past month. If you wish to have a death 
notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 

There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Garnett Puckett-Harook - died July 17, 2021 - Prestonsburg, KY

Death Notices

John M. Harook
Aug. 10, 1936 to June 29, 2021

John was well-known for his bowling prowess, becoming inducted to the 
Ann Arbor Hall of Fame, as well as leading a program for special needs 
bowlers at Belmark Lanes of Ann Arbor. He served many years as the 
financial secretary for the UAW Local #1284 in Chelsea.

In addition to his wife, Janet, survivors include his children, Cindy 
(Woody) Hoover, Jeff (Kellysue) Harook, Tracie (John) Moniz; 
stepchildren, Craig (Kim) Warriner, Scott (Karen) Warriner, and Keith 
(Kathy) Warriner; 18 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; siblings, 
Larry (Violet) Desmither and Agnes Miller; and many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. John was preceded in death by his son, Gregg Harook, 
stepdaughter, Joy Goe, and brothers, Ed and Sam Harook.

A Funeral Service was scheduled for Friday, July 2, 2021, 11:00 a.m., at 
Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home, Chelsea, with Rev. Kathy Schell officiating. 
Visitation was at the funeral home on Thursday, July 1, 2021, 5-8 p.m., 
as well as on Friday, July 2, 2021, 10 a.m. until the time of service. 
Expressions of sympathy in memory of John may be made to the St. Louis 
Center, 16195 Old US 12, Chelsea, MI 48118.

John M. Harook
John M. Harook, 84, of Chelsea, MI, 

passed away on Tuesday, June 29, 2021. 
John was born on August 10, 1936, in 
Detroit, MI, son of Michael and Genevieve 
(Chalfonte) Harook. On September 5, 1964, 
he married Phyllis (Fox), and she preceded 
him in death in 2005. On March 17, 2012, 
he married Janet (Azzi), and she survives.

John was a long-time resident of Chelsea, 
and a 1954 graduate of Chelsea High 
School. He was a test driver for Chrysler 
Corporation, both in Chelsea and Florida. 

Robert Lee Sooy
Robert Lee Sooy, of Westland, MI, formerly of Ypsilanti, age 73, passed 

away on July 10, 2021 at the Cherry Hill Nursing Home & Rehabilitation 
Center in Westland. He was born in Stockbridge, MI on April 24, 1948, the 
son of Sherman and Viola (Risner) Sooy. Rob served in the US Air Force 
from 1973 to 1975. He resided in Ypsilanti for many years, but before that, 
he lived in Alaska, Colorado, and Florida. Rob loved cats, and he enjoyed 
Native American art—especially featuring wolves.

Rob is survived by his uncles, Patrick H. Risner of Dansville, MI, and 
Sonny Risner of Fitchburg, MI, and one aunt, Dorothy Risner also of 
Dansville, as well as several nieces and nephews.

Per his wishes, Rob has been cremated. A private Graveside Service 
will be held at Fitchburg Cemetery at a later date. Memorial contributions 
may be made in Rob’s name to the Humane Society of Huron Valley. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Szumlinski, Lockhart played in Lansing 
Softball All-Star Game

Panther Grace Hall represents 
Stockbridge at All-Star Game

Photo and information 
provided by Keith 
Michaels

Grace Hall represented 
Stockbridge at the Capital 
Area Girls Basketball All-
Star Game at Webberville 
June 23. She scored seven 
points for the East Team in 
the contest.

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge softball team ended a 

successful softball season in early June, 
postseason awards were announced and a pair 
of Panthers participated in the Lansing All-Star 
Game.

Seniors Arin Szumlinski and Hannah Lockhart 
played for the Lansing South team against the 
North All-Stars at Rainey Park in Lansing, along 
with players from Charlotte, Fowlerville, Fulton 
and Olivet.

Both Szumlinski and Lockhart were named 
to the 1st Team All-GLAC and the All-District 
Team this season. Szumlinski also was named 
the team’s Most Valuable Player for 2021.

Bailey Bartrum was named 1st Team All-
GLAC pitcher, All-District and Best Defensive 
Player. McKenzie Noble was 2nd Team All-
GLAC and an All-District selection and was 
named Best Offensive Player. Joslynn Caskey 
was Honorable Mention All-GLAC and earned 
All-District honors.

Noble, Bartrum and Caskey also earned All-
Region honors for the Panthers.

Most Improved Offensive Player went to 
Ashlee Grumelot and Madi Mazuca, while 
Lillian Thomas was named Most Improved 
Defensive Player.

Grace Drier was named the Most Improved 
Player, while Alexis Hightower earned the Team 
Hustle Award.

Arin Szumlinski represented Stockbridge 
at the Lansing Softball All-Star Game 
June 23. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Hanna Lockhart represented Stockbridge 
at the Lansing Softball All-Star Game 
June 23. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Rylee Tolson won the women's race and Andy Schlaff 
came home first for the men at the Positively Chiropractic 
Be Fit 5K Fun Run. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Bella Quinn fires a pitch for the U-10 softball team 
against Williamston. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Mckenzie Johnston sprints the first for a single for the 
U-10 softball team. Photo provided by Keith Michaels

Becca Muraf takes a big cut at the plate for the U-10 
softball team. Photo provided by Keith Michaels
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August 2021 Free Sudoku Puzzle
See page 21 for answersIf an item reaches 10 days overdue, the account will be blocked for 

any new checkouts, renewals and holds until the item is returned. This 
procedure encourages timely return of materials without a monetary 
penalty. If an item is more than 30 days overdue, a replacement cost 
plus a $5 processing fee will be billed to the account. 

Area residents can find more information at www.cadl.org/about/
who-what-why/blog/proud-be-fine-free or call the Stockbridge library 
at 517-851-7810. 

CADL page 10

Taking a road trip? The library 
can help find your destination

by Head Librarian 
Sherri McConnell

All CADL branches have 
lifted COVID restrictions, 
and we are so excited to 
welcome you back inside the 
Stockbridge Branch! Browse 
the shelves, use a computer, 
make copies or use the Wi-Fi 
with your own device.

Take time to check out 
the free puzzle and game 
exchange and the Recycled Photo provided by CADL Stockbridge

Reads Book Sale shelves, sponsored by the Friends of the Stockbridge 
Library. We are still providing contactless pickup for hold items and 
fulfilling Grab & Go requests, so if you like these services, they are still 
here.

Our Library of Things is circulating as well, so if you’re looking for a 
local destination for a late summer road trip, why not check out a pass to 
the Potter Park Zoo in Lansing? It’s best to place a hold early because the 
passes are popular.

CADL also participates in the Michigan Activity Pass program. With 
your library card, you can check out free or discounted passes to hundreds 
of Michigan state parks, campgrounds, museums and many more places. 
Call the Stockbridge Branch or go to our website for more details.

Capital Area District Libraries' Stockbridge Branch is located at 200 
Wood St. For more information, call 517-851-7810, or visit cadl.org. 
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Stockbridge High School graduate Alec Twining
selected for fellowship in Germany

Alec Twining, shown in front of the 
Fernsehturm Berlin (Berlin Television 
Tower) along with the Brandenburg 
Gate, will be returning to Germany to 
participate in the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange for Young Professionals 
program. Photo from calvin.edu

 Information from Congress-Bundestag Youth 
Exchange for Young Professionals with additions by 
Judy Brune

 Alec Twining is one of 75 Americans selected to study 
and work in Germany as part of the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange (CBYX) for Young Professionals 
program, now in its 38th year. Twining, a 2017 graduate of 
Stockbridge High School and a recent Calvin University 
graduate, will depart for Germany on July 31 and will 
return in June 2022. 

 Twining, who completed his bachelor’s degree from 
Calvin University with a double major in electrical 
engineering and German, is one of about 450 young 
professionals who vied for a spot in this prestigious 

program. Participants come from all over the United States, representing a wide variety of career 
fields. 

 The son of John and Susanne Twining of Stockbridge, Twining has traveled to Germany before 
as part of a study abroad program through his university. Honored to be chosen for the fellowship, 
he is looking forward to “better understanding the culture and language, as well as exploring new 
places.”

 After arriving in Cologne, Twining will attend a two-month intensive language course. He will 
then begin his studies at a German university and will complete an internship in the career field of 
electrical engineering with a focus on the automotive industry.  

 Participants are placed with host families throughout Germany, where they act as citizen 
ambassadors of the United States, promoting a positive image abroad and creating lifelong 
friendships and professional connections. 

See Fellowship on page 23.

Aug. 6 – Live Outdoor Lunch Music, Noon to 1 p.m. at Cravingz
Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27 – Market Music, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 7 – Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Gregory Community Church
Aug. 9 – Outreach Fresh Food Distribution, 4 to 5 p.m. at Jeruel 
Baptist Church
Aug. 10 – SAEF Ice Cream Social at Heritage Elementary (see ad 
on page 10)
Aug. 13 – Final Day of Pedal for Prevention Event
Aug. 14-15 – Waterloo Farm Museum Tractor Event (see ad on 
page 23)
Aug. 17 – Gregory Community Church Free Clothes Closet, 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Gregory Community Church
Aug. 20 – Movies on the Square, 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 21 – Community Clean Up, 10 a.m. at Smith and Heritage 
Elementary Schools
Aug. 28 – Stockbridge Sidewalk Sales (see ad on page 16)
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday – Free WAVE Shuttle 
Bus to Chelsea
Every Wednesday – Pop-up Food Distribution, 1 to 3 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Community Outreach
For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
To add your community events to our free community 
calendar, email submissions to 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com

Community Calendar
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The study found that the 245 square miles and almost 25,000 residents comprising the primary trade area make up the consumer market that offers the most significant 
competitive advantage to retail shopping and restaurants in downtown Stockbridge. It went on to project that the secondary trade area will likely only account for a 
minimal amount of retail and restaurant commerce because of other more convenient commercial centers. The exception to this would be Stockbridge retail/restaurants 
offering unique and/or exceptional goods and services not offered in the outlying areas. 

Key findings from the study
The Village of Stockbridge: 
• Can support up to 45,000 square feet of additional retail and restaurant development.
• The additional development could generate as much as $18.0 million in new annual sales by 2026.
New commercial development could include: 
• 11 to 15 new retail stores totaling 40,000 square feet.
• 3 to 4 new restaurants totaling 5,000 square feet.
The study provides a list of specific types of new businesses that would do well in Stockbridge with the right kind of marketing outreach. Surprised to find a pharmacy 

and hardware store on the list, Gibbs was asked how a town the size of Stockbridge could support two hardwares and two pharmacies. He explained that the study found 
the area could support more square footage of some existing businesses, like these, but not necessarily multiples of these particular businesses. 

Of course, Stockbridge retailers and restauranteurs—existing or new—aren’t just going to wake up one day to long lines and business success. Gibbs explained that, 
while conducting the study, they had discussions with Stockbridge policymakers about what it takes to attract new business and new customers. “People need to get the 
word out about where Stockbridge is and what it is—promote Stockbridge brand awareness,” he said. 

In addition, Gibbs suggested the town would benefit from developing a database of the commercial properties that are available, who owns them, how much space 
they have, and what the rent is. “Make it easy for commercial space shoppers to find out what’s available. Put it on the DDA’s website. If I’m considering opening a 
restaurant, make that basic information available to me easily,” Gibbs said.

He suggested the village should work with local real estate brokers to recruit businesses to the village. Gibbs also pointed out the success Chelsea and Dexter have 
had in attracting retail and restaurants. He credits that to the historical look and feel of these districts.

“Successful restaurants and businesses are attracted to well-maintained, historic-looking storefronts. They want to know that the buildings around them are going to 
retain that appearance,” he said.

Gibbs compared Stockbridge to nearby Grass Lake, Mich., and Manchester, Mich., but again touted the benefits of having a town square as a Stockbridge 
differentiator. He’s also bullish on Stockbridge because of its proximity to both Lansing and Ann Arbor. 

The Gibbs Planning Group has had a hand in analyzing and successfully helping to develop new and expand existing retail businesses in Michigan, around the U.S., 
and even internationally. In Michigan, Gibbs compares Stockbridge retail potential to towns like Dowagiac (conveniently centered between Kalamazoo, Mich., and 
Elkhart, Ind.) and the village of Walloon Lake (population about 300, near Petoskey, Mich.).

From the Stockbridge DDA perspective, what’s next with regard to the retail market analysis findings? According to Uihlein, the SDDA is hoping to develop a 
brochure that capitalizes on the GPG analysis of business opportunities in downtown Stockbridge. 

Says Uihlein, “We’re looking at advertising and networking options for attracting businesses and investors, and now we have data to support our efforts. Considering 
the reasonable cost for the study, I consider The Gibbs Planning Group findings to be a gift that can help build the future success of retail businesses in Stockbridge.”

Village of Stockbridge business owners who wish to learn more about these market analysis findings should contact the SDDA at guihlein@stockbridgedda.org.
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 

Community News. 
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August 2021 Sudoku Puzzle Answers
See page 19 for unsolved puzzle

Yellow Squash Soup

Sponsored by

Soup
• 1½ lbs. (700 g) yellow squash (about 2–3), 
chunked
• 1½ cups (375 mL) fresh corn kernels (2–3 
ears)
• 1½ cups (375 mL) vegetable stock
• 1 green onion, white part only
• 2 garlic cloves, peeled
• 1 tsp (5 mL) salt
• ½ tsp (2 mL) coriander
Add–In
• ¼ cup (60 mL) heavy cream
To serve
• 1 oz. (30 g) Parmesan cheese, finely grated
• 1 green onion, green part only, thinly sliced
• Fresh–cracked black pepper

1. Add the ingredients for the soup, except the 
add-in, to the Deluxe Cooking Blender and 
cook on "SOUP".
2. When complete, pulse in the add-in.
3. Serve with Parmesan, green onion, and 
pepper.

Recipe from www.pamperedchef.com/recipe
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While Americans like Twining spend the year living in 
Germany, 75 young German professionals will spend the year 
experiencing life in the United States. German participants study 
at U.S. colleges and work at local businesses, while living with 
American hosts. 

 “Our newest cohort of young professionals, including Alec, 
is well-equipped to further our core mission – creating lasting 
ties between the United States and Germany,” said CBYX Young 
Professionals Senior Director Dr. Daniel Villanueva. “We are 
thankful these promising young leaders will be representing us 
this year.” 

 After completing the program, Twining’s goal is to work for 
a German automotive company with the hopes of traveling to 
Germany more frequently. 

“I’m excited about developing relationships with Germans and 
making long-term connections,” he said.
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Sergeant Saturday rides off into the sunset

On July 9, Sgt. Gary Hicks retired from the 
University of Michigan Division of Public 
Safety and Security (DPSS) after 30 years 
of service. Hicks is a volunteer writer for 
the Stockbridge Community News. Photo 
credit Suzie Baker

by Mary Jo David
On July 9, Sgt. Gary Hicks retired from the University 

of Michigan Division of Public Safety and Security 
(DPSS) after 30 years of service. In his off hours, Hicks 
writes the "Bridge to Wellness" fitness articles for the 
Stockbridge Community News on a volunteer basis. 

Hicks graduated from the University of Michigan and 
went on to teach school for seven years before joining the 
Detroit Police Department. City budget cuts necessitated 
layoffs that shortened Hicks’ career with Detroit at a time 
when the University of Michigan was ramping up its 
own police force. Hicks began as an officer at U-M, and 
was soon promoted to a road patrol supervisor. Later he 
worked in special operations and community engagement. 
His background in teaching led to him serving as an 
occasional DPSS instructor. He also taught part time at the 
Washtenaw Community College Police Academy for 23 
years. 

Family and friends who didn’t work with Hicks often 
thought all of his policing responsibilities revolved around 
football. But football for Hicks—like most of his fellow 
U-M police officers and security officers—was extra, a 

requirement that went along with his campus policing job. As it happens, he spent years working 
home and away football games, often accompanying the coach and team on and off the field and 
making small “cameo” appearances on television. If the TV cameras were on the coaches and team, 
they were also likely to catch glimpses of Hicks (and his cohort Officer Veld), thus earning Hicks 
the nickname “Sergeant Saturday.” 

As of July 9, Sergeant Saturday rode off into the sunset and is now moving into his second act. 
For that, all he requires is his car, truck, motorcycle, music, golf clubs, and of course, his family and 
friends! They can’t wait to see what a totally relaxed and “chill” Gary Hicks is going to be like. Says 
his wife, Mary Jo David, “Get ready world—Sergeant Saturday may be taking a bow, but there’s no 
telling what he’ll do for an encore!”

A free COVID-19 vaccine drive-thru clinic was available at the Open 
Air Market and the Presbyterian Church dinner on July 23. Photo 
credit Jo Mayer
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