
Free Stockbridge-to-Chelsea WAVE shuttle 
set to begin round-trip service August 3

FREE round-trip Stockbridge-to-Chelsea WAVE shuttle service 
is scheduled to begin on Aug. 3, 2020, with four trips per day on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays. Photo provided by St. Joe's

Wearing masks now mandatory 
in Michigan to reduce spread of 
COVID-19; violators face $500 fine

Plane Food Market in Stockbridge is now 
open for business and selling fresh local products

Jodelle Sparks and Chloe Miner welcome shoppers 
to the recently opened Plane Food Market at 121 E. 
Elizabeth St. in Stockbridge. Photo credit: Mary Jo 
David

by Mary Jo David
Due to COVID-19, the new round-trip shuttle 

between Stockbridge and Chelsea, provided by 
WAVE* and St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea, was 
postponed before it even had a chance to get 
started. Now, updated plans are calling for this 
free transportation service to begin on Monday, 
Aug. 3, 2020.

The shuttle will make four-round trips per 
day from Stockbridge to Chelsea on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. It will have two shuttle 

stops in Stockbridge and will be able to pick up disabled individuals who have made reservations 
within a three-quarter mile radius from each stop. The service is available for passengers of all ages.

Stockbridge shuttle-stop locations include the following:
•Stop 1: Stockbridge Area Emergency Services Authority (SAESA), 1009 S. Clinton Street.
• Stop 2: Veterans Memorial Park, the Gazebo on North Wood Street.
The shuttle will travel to Chelsea and drop off passengers at their desired location within the 

community. The shuttle is not limited to health care appointments. Passengers may take the shuttle 
for trips to the grocery store, medical appointments, pharmacy visits, or for shopping trips. 

The shuttle driver and dispatch will coordinate pick-up in Chelsea with the passengers. Once 
they are in Chelsea, passengers may also use additional WAVE bus routes that travel throughout 
Chelsea and into Dexter and Ann Arbor. Travel on other WAVE routes may require a fee.

Although a brochure for the WAVE service indicates that reservations are not needed (except  for 
disabled passengers requiring a pick-up or to for those wishing to be guaranteed a seat at a specific 
time), a July 15 news release stipulates that “Reservations are encouraged to ensure seating due to 
social distancing requirements during the Covid-19 pandemic period.”  

See WAVE on page 5.

Masks mandatory signs have 
popped up at businesses across 
the state after Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer signed an executive 
order to minimize the spread 
of COVID-19. Photo from 
Michigan Radio

by Joan Tucker
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is now 

mandating that all Michigan residents 
wear a mask when going to indoor 
public spaces – particularly grocery 
stores, pharmacies, hardware stores, 
hair salons, restaurants, and medical 
appointments. If social distancing 
is not possible when outdoors, 
wearing a mask is also mandatory. 
Not wearing a mask will put you 
at risk for a $500 fine. Good hand 
washing, before and after visiting a 
public space, will also help reduce the 

spread of COVID-19.
On July 8, Michigan went from moderate risk to high risk. 

This change in status is attributed to an increasing infection 
rate of 1.14, which means 100 people will spread COVID to 
114 people, or 100,000 to 114,000 people. The previous rate of 
infection was 0.85, then 0.88, and now 1.14. 

See Masks on page 5.

by Mary Jo David
Plane Food Market in downtown Stockbridge 

is open for business. The market offers shoppers 
a selection of locally sourced fresh produce, dairy 
products, meat, honey, syrup, baked goods, candles, 
soaps, dog treats, jams, and more—oh and don’t forget 
the smoothie bar! 

Even with some shelves yet to be filled, there are 
enough product displays that you may find yourself 
missing one or two. That’s where waiting for a 
smoothie came in handy for this writer. Wait time meant 
time for one more look around to see what got missed. 

The market is located at 121 E. Elizabeth St., 
Stockbridge. Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday; 8 a.m. to TBD on Saturdays; and 1 to 5 

p.m. on Sundays. Check out the whiteboard behind the register for a product delivery schedule. You 
can also search for Plane Food Market on Facebook.

Stockbridge Dollar General: 
Remodeled and open for 
business with more items

Lisa Rocca, store manager at 
the Stockbridge Dollar General, 
shows off the expanded cooler 
space and shelving resulting from 
the remodel. The newspaper’s 
print deadline necessitates that 
readers use their imagination to 
fill in the shelves! Photo credit: 
Patrice Johnson

by Mary Jo David 
The Dollar General store 
located at 4593 S. M-52, in 
Stockbridge, Mich., was closed 
during the week of July 19 
to accommodate the store’s 
remodeling. It reopened on 
Thursday, July 23. The store 
renovations have doubled the 
cooler space and enabled the 
store to expand its offerings, 
including a selection of fresh 
fruits and vegetables.

Lisa Rocca, manager at the 
Stockbridge Dollar General, 
looked forward to this remodel 
opportunity, originally planned 
for May but postponed due to 
the coronavirus. Some of her 
customers have been nervous 
about having to leave the local 

area to shop during the pandemic. Dollar General’s new product 
offerings, including produce, should help to reduce customer 
dependency on large grocery stores.
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Staff Spotlight: Tracey Wooden responsible for 
two indispensable roles 

Tracey with her husband Dan, daughter Paige and son Dean Wooden.  
Photo from Facebook

by Amy Haggerty
Tracey Wooden works important 

jobs behind the scenes to help keep 
Stockbridge Community Schools 
operating efficiently every day for 
both staff and students.

As business manager, she is 
responsible for all record keeping 
and the operating finances for the 
district. Wooden makes sure that the 
day-to-day operations of the school 
district run smoothly. She has been 
around since 2006 and was hired to 
be the business manager after the 
retirement of an employee.

Then in 2012, she took on the 
added role of transportation director. Wooden oversees the bus system that moves students of all 
ages – kindergarten through 12th grade – to and from school each day. She also supervises a fleet of 
bus drivers, and is the liaison for administrators and parents.

Coming to Stockbridge Community Schools was a personal goal for her. 
“When I saw the district posted a business manager vacancy job, I applied and was first 

interviewed by Bruce Brown, superintendent, then a second round interview by the Board of 
Education," Wooden said. "I was hired to assist in Mr. Brown’s retirement transition to a new 
superintendent within my area of expertise of school finances.” 

Wooden grew up in Reading, Michigan, on a lake.This may explain why she 
is such a confident person who tackles problems head-on and with ease. She also 
credits her success to her father, Bill, for setting the example of being such a hard 
worker to provide for his family.

"He taught me the importance of a hard work ethic and being honest," she said.
On Aug. 17, 1996, she married Dan Wooden. They had two children together, 

Dean, 21, and Paige, 19. Wooden considers her two children as one of her greatest 
accomplishments in life. 

Her second greatest accomplishment is receiving her Master's Degree in April 
this year. 

“Before COVID-19, Dean, Paige and I were all to graduate in May 2020 
together,” Wooden said. 

What she likes most about working for Stockbridge Schools is that “each day is 
different and keeps my job interesting.”

“I’m thankful for all the experienced staff that I get to work with, and truly 
gotten to know over the years. Stockbridge is a wonderful community to work in 
and live in,” she said.

 Wooden offers Stockbridge students some advice that really is great advice for 
everyone.

“Never be afraid to be a lifelong learner," she said. "You are never too old to 
learn something new.” 

She also lives by the motto, “I never ask anyone to do anything that I’m not 
willing to do alongside them. I call working at SCS… Living the Dream!”

We are fortunate to have this behind-the-scenes lady representing the district in 
her critical roles. Thank you, Tracey Wooden, for helping make the Stockbridge 
Schools a success! 
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Julianna Rooke, third-place winner of 'This I 
Believe' essay contest

Below, is the first of what SCN plans to offer as a three-month student-written, “This I Believe,” 
column. To kick off, we are pleased to feature Julianna Rooke's "This I Believe" essay.  The essays, 
submitted anonymously to a Friends of the Library panel, are reviewed and winners recommended. 
The Friends then contribute $25 to first place, $15 to second place and $10 to third place. Winners 
are typically photographed and their images displayed in the library.

by Julianna Rooke
Walking into a place that feels unknown is scary, it makes me 

anxious to think about what could happen. I opened the door and 
walked into the office to ask for a classroom that needed help. A 
million thoughts ran through my mind, what if they don’t want 
me? What if they don’t need me? I began nervously tapping my 
leg until she finished. She started speaking to me, but my mind 
hadn’t registered it. She asked again,

“Would a 2nd-grade class be fine?”
“Sure” I replied timidly
“Great, down the hall toward the gym, make a left and go all 

the way down to the second to the last classroom on the right.”
“Okay” I said again as shy as ever.
I walked for what seemed to be the absolute slowest walk 

ever, and I opened the classroom door to find a familiar room and 
face. Only the teacher, my second-grade teacher,  was there, and 
the room was dead silent. I walked up to her slowly, and I said, 
“The office told me that you might need help.” The voice I used 
was so low, that I’m definitely sure she didn’t hear me. But, to 
my surprise she did, and she smiled widely and greeted me with 

Third-place "This I Believe" winner 
Julianna Rooke. Photo provided by 
Julianna Rooke

a welcoming, “Yes thank you.” Nervously, I smiled back and listened to what she needed me to do. 
I sat down with a second-grade type of Martin Luther King worksheet and waited impatiently for 
the students to come in from recess. Moving my leg involuntarily up and down, the students rushed 
in the classroom and found their spots. The teacher announced, “This is Julianna, everyone she will 
be helping us for the next couple of months in the classroom.” A little girl walked up to me and said 
“Hi”, and waved. She was so friendly that I knew I was going to love it here.

Doing things on my own is a valuable lesson that I’ve had a lot of trouble with. When I think 
about doing anything by myself I get anxious, Why would I do anything by myself if it’s easier to 
do with friends? I’ve always wanted to lean on others like leaning on a railing, it’s strong at first but 
eventually, it’s bound to break. Being independent helps me learn an important life question: What 
do I want to do in life? It’s hard to think about what interests me if I spend all my time leaning on 
my friends and their interests. Being independent isn’t just doing things by myself, it’s the things I 
learn about myself.

An important part of growing up is learning how to be more independent. Thinking about 
becoming an adult seems so far and distant, but is it really? This is a part of our lives where we 
become our own people, trying to become something in the world. This isn’t something I want to 
start halfway through my life, I want to be able to go into my adulthood knowing who I am and 
making goals for what I want to continue to be. I might not have a grip on it yet, but the point is: I’m 
trying, I’m making an effort to become someone better. Being independent is the first step into the 
great walk of our lives.

Being independent makes our society better because people who can do things on their own are 
usually more passionate. When I do things by myself, I feel like I have goals and it’s like a sense of 
purpose. This makes communities and relationships better to know who people are by themselves 
now, instead of trying to find out later. Getting over anxiety to do this is like trying to run through 
a brick wall, it’s hard. A lot of people, at a young age, are clouded by what their friends are, what 
happens when they’re separate from each other? Who are they really, and what are they like? I’m 
one of these people, who am I by myself? I would like to give people an answer, but I don’t know 
the answer, I’m still trying to find that out.

Farm to Table event to benefit 
local farmers' markets

by Matt Pegouskie
The 5th annual 5 Healthy Towns Farm to Table Fabulous Feast 

is back. Well, not exactly back. Let’s say, “Interrupted!”
Like so much of life in 2020, this event – celebrating eating 

better and eating local – has been modified to meet the challenge.
“We’ve moved to a virtual auction,” said Suzi Greenway, chair 

of this year’s event and market manager of the Open Air Market 
of Stockbridge. “We figured a lot of people just weren’t ready 
to head out to a large event, even if we could provide plenty of 
outdoor social distancing space.”

Traditionally, the fundraiser has been a community dinner for 
150, featuring chefs from each of the five towns – Chelsea, Grass 
Lake, Manchester, Dexter and Stockbridge.

Since the first dinner in 2016, held in downtown Chelsea, 
chefs from The Common Grill, Food Art, Smokehouse 52, 
Moveable Feast, Roaming Goat, Fresh Forage and the Dexter 
Pub have created fabulous appetizers, entrees and desserts for 
community members from all five towns.

“While we’re disappointed we had to change up the plan, 
we’re excited to try the auction and see how it goes,” Greenway 
said.

The mission of the event is still the same, she added.
“It’s all about celebrating our markets, our farmers, eating 

better, and eating local.”
Amy Heydlauff, executive director of the 5 Healthy Towns 

Foundation, agrees.
And it shows. The foundation is the primary financial sponsor 

of the event.
“Besides the obvious access to good food, these market 

managers and the people they work with keep us connected to 
each other in the healthiest of ways. Plus they build pride in our 
communities. To me, that’s worth supporting in every way we 
can.”

The event is important to the host community, too, with 
each town crafting the fundraiser to be an extension of their 
community. Stockbridge is the fifth of the 5 towns to host. 

For Stockbridge, that means it’s a chance to showcase what the 
Open Air Market means to the community.

"We depend on the fresh produce and other food that the Open 
Air Market brings to our clients,” said committee member Jo 
Mayer, who is also the board chair for Stockbridge Community 
Outreach.

"Our Market Bucks collaboration — where we give our clients 
'Market Bucks' to spend on food and food producing plants at 
the market — is an important and popular program which helps 
to fill in the food gap. Last year our clients spent about $1,500 in 
Market Bucks at the OAM.”

See Market on page 9.
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Brother's way brings smiles for a 'Day' or two

"Nothing is as hard as letting go of your child 
as they grow up." Mom emotionally shares the 
realization Brandon's top schools of interest 
are out of state. Photo Credit Amber Day

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Brothers Brandon and Kyle Day undoubtedly share a 

special friendship.
“Brandon has always had a special big-brother bond 

with Kyle. He would always go out of his way, along with 
his friends, to include Kyle in their activities, no matter 
what they do," said their mother, Amber Day. "But I've 
got to say I am a proud mom.”  

 The Day family joined the community last year. 
Brandon, then a junior, enrolled in

Stockbridge. Kyle, 13, enrolled at Heartwood in 
Mason. Kyle is challenged by autism and a brain tumor. 
He deals with seizures that are under treatment and stable 
at this time. 

Now as a senior, Brandon garnered the attention of 
numerous college recruiters. He's receiving letters of 

interest and information from many colleges and universities.
In noticing all the mail Brandon was receiving, Kyle began showing his excitement and looking
forward to getting similar pieces of mail. But Brandon knew it was not something in his brother's 

foreseeable future. He started to wonder if it would be possible for the schools to send Kyle a letter, 
also.

“Being me, I get a lot of college mail and my brother has taken notice,”  Brandon said. This gave 
the big brother the idea to include his own letter of interest and special request in responses to a 
narrowed-down a list of some 20 colleges that could be in his future.

It was not long before the schools took notice of Brandon's request,  going above and beyond 
with their mail responses. Columbia even offered to send a birthday gift, as well. 

Their mother soon became aware of Brandon's plans to include his younger brother in this 
exciting time.

See Brothers on page 9.
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Rural perspectives
Article and photo by Rose Collison
Praying mantises are generally 2 to 3 inches long, 

but they may stretch up to a foot in length, depending 
on species. Their colors vary from light greens to pink. 
Most mantids are pea green or brown. They have a 
triangular-shaped head with a large compound eye on 
each side. Praying mantids are the only insect that can 
turn their heads from side to side in a full 180-degree 
angle. Their eyes are sensitive to the slightest movement 

Nature's geometric pattern bursts with 
beauty and a wide array of uses.

up to 60 feet away.
Praying mantises eat insects and other invertebrates like beetles, butterflies, 

spiders, crickets, grasshoppers and other 
mantises. They also eat vertebrates 
including small tree frogs, lizards, mice and 
hummingbirds.

Most often people think of mantises 
as pests. That is only partly true. Praying 
mantises are terrific pest exterminators. They 
keep down the population of bugs that are a 
threat to farming. A master in disguise, the 
praying mantis can be an able assistant to both 
farmer and gardener.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community 
Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of Stockbridge Community News. She 
serves as volunteer photographer and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and 
husband Ken have lived in the area for a number of years.

WAVE page 1

In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, all WAVE buses and vans have 
been outfitted with Plexiglas cockpits that enclose the driver.  All hand-to-hand 
contact with drivers has been eliminated and fare boxes have been installed. All 
drivers have been issued face masks, gloves and medical-grade face shields. WAVE 
is limiting seating on buses to ensure that riders adhere to proper social distancing, 
and ALL riders are required to wear masks. Drivers will continue to sanitize high 
touch points inside the buses regularly during the day and a full-time cleaning staff 
has been hired to clean the buses every night.

For more information about the shuttle and for seating reservations, please call 
WAVE at 734-475-9494. 

* WAVE stands for Western-Washtenaw Area Value Express.
WAVE SHUTTLE SCHEDULE
Free round trips between Stockbridge and Chelsea Mondays / Wednesdays / 

Fridays starting August 3. (Reservations encouraged: 734-475-9494)
8:35 a.m.  Stockbridge: SAESA pick-up
8:40 a.m.  Stockbridge: Veterans Park pick-up
9:15 – 9:34 a.m. Chelsea arrival and shuttling
10:05 a.m.  Stockbridge: SAESA pick-up & drop-off
10:10 a.m.  Stockbridge: Veterans Park Gazebo pick-up & drop-off
10:50 – 11:20 a.m. Chelsea arrival and shuttling
12:00 – 12:20 p.m. Chelsea pick-ups
12:40 p.m.  Stockbridge: SAESA pick-up & drop-off
12:45 p.m.  Stockbridge: Veterans Park Gazebo pick-up & drop-off
1:25 – 1:50 p.m. Chelsea arrival and shuttling
2:10 p.m.  Stockbridge: SAESA pick-up & drop-off
2:15 p.m.  Stockbridge: Veterans Park Gazebo pick-up & drop-off
3:00 – 3:20 p.m. Chelsea: Last pick-ups and drop-offs
3:40 p.m.  Stockbridge: Last SAESA drop-off
3:45 p.m.  Stockbridge: Last Veterans Park drop-off

With the recent Fourth of July holiday, the spread rate is predicted to climb, as 
many large groups gathered without practicing social distancing or wearing masks. 
As of July 13, we have 69,722 COVID cases with 6,075 deaths since the beginning 
of this pandemic..

Large gatherings have clearly shown to increase the spread as reflected in the 
news of bar/restaurant re-openings and people anxious to socialize and relax in 
areas highly populated with people. 

Even outdoor gatherings can spread COVID-19. One infected person—even 
with no symptoms—talking loudly, laughing, or singing, can spread this virus 
via droplets that can travel 6 to 8 feet.  Without protection, these droplets may be 
inhaled through the nose and mouth. 

Yes, people are afraid to go out, but if you wear a mask, limit the size of 
gatherings you attend, and practice social distance, you can still enjoy activities like 
patronizing local businesses, going to the Farmers Market, walking with a friend, 
or riding a bike on trails and roads when they are not busy or crowded.

Currently, young adults between the ages of 25 and 34 are contracting COVID 
at a higher rate. While they might not get sick enough to require hospitalization, 
they can spread the virus to older family members and friends who can become 
extremely ill and die. As we all know, people in this age group are very mobile and 
social, putting them at greater exposure. Fortunately, many younger adults have 
been listening to the statistics and science and are taking action to do their part. 

To keep our small businesses open and prevent the spread of COVID-19, we all 
need to wear masks, social distance, and limit our trips away from our homes. If 
you have symptoms of COVID (fever, loss of smell and/or taste, cough, sore throat, 
fatigue) or if you have been exposed to someone who has these symptoms, call 
your health provider, get tested, and self-quarantine.  

Masks page 1
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Think you know the area? Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is selecting 
a mystery location within Stockbridge School 
District. Names of readers who correctly identify 
the subject of the photo will be entered into a 
drawing, and one overall winner will be selected.

August's winner will receive two $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift cards since 

August's ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

there was no winner for July's Where's Waldo. Thank you to Farmers State Bank. 
To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 

along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose}, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than Aug. 7.

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win two $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift 
cards. Photo credit Rose Collison

Only entries through email or snail 
mail will be accepted. No Facebook or 
website comments will be entered in the 
drawing.
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Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School students awarded patent
Information provided by Robert Richards
On Tuesday, June 23, 2020, the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office awarded U.S. Patent No. 

10,690,646 for an underwater camera and water quality monitoring system to 16 current and 
former members of Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School’s InvenTeam and their teacher. 

Members of the team awarded the patent are Madison Howard, Colin Lilley, Faith Whitt, 
Sylvia Whitt, Chelsey Asquith, Hailey Howard, Kael Bunce, Julia Marhofer, Kelly Cool, Lauren 
Morris, Michelle Zemke, Katelyn Knieper, Baylee Heidrich, Haillee Fraser-Gutting and teacher 
Bob Richards.  

The team’s invention is an underwater camera and water quality monitoring system that 
the students built as part of the 2015/2016 Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams Grant Program.  The 
Lemelson-MIT Program offers annual InvenTeam grants of up to $10K each for 15 teams of high 
school students, educators and mentors from across the U.S. to invent technological solutions 
to real-world problems of their own choosing. To be eligible, teachers must first apply and be 
selected as an Excite Award recipient prior to submitting their invention proposal for a grant. 
Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams research intellectual property, exchange ideas, design parts, build 
models and make modifications as they develop prototypes of their inventions throughout the 
academic school year. Students cultivate leadership skills by learning to work as members of a 
team to address challenges and celebrate “Eureka” moments. Projects are collaborative efforts, 
driven by the students with guidance from their educator and professionals in the field who serve 
as mentors. The InvenTeam initiative fosters a “learning-by-doing” student teams environment 
fueled by inquiry-based thinking.  

According to team member Michelle Zemke, "The Stockbridge InvenTeam, and our innovative 
program to deliver Underwater Cameras and Water Quality Monitoring Systems, has provided 
me with a tremendous set of experiences and skills to work with moving forward into a STEM-
focused career. I received a hands-on learning experience that will supply me with the knowledge 
and tools to help inspire other young students to enter into the field."

See Patent on page 10. 
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Superintendent's Desk
Dear SCS Families and Community:
We would like to update you with the latest 

information we have regarding school opening this fall. 
Since the Governor’s release of Executive Order 2020-
142 and the “Return to School Roadmap” on June 30th, 
our administrative team has been working hard to put 
plans in place for phase 3, phase 4, and phase 5. 

Below is a highlight of the meaning of each phase 
according to the “Return to School Roadmap”:

• Phase 1-3 Schools do not open for in-person 
Karl Heidrich

Ask an Expert: 
Customers' rights in an 
insurance claim

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
Imagine driving home from a shopping trip and 

striking a deer that ran in front of you. Your vehicle 
is smoking on the side of the road and not drivable.  
You are shaken-up, but think everything will be fine. 
After all, you have been paying for insurance for 20 

years. Surely they are going to take care of this, so there shouldn’t be a problem.
Your vehicle is towed to your chosen shop for repairs. Then you discover your 

insurance company is refusing to pay to have the vehicle repaired back to its pre-
loss condition in appearance and safety. Well, now there is a problem and what will 
you do? 

The first step is to understand the insurer’s responsibilities to you. 
Insurance contract
A contract of insurance or “policy contract” is basically an agreement between 

two parties. It creates the legal obligation/duties for both. Each party is legally 
and contractually bound to perform the specified duties (as outlined in the policy 
contract), such as rendering a payment or delivering goods and services.

In order for the contract to be enforceable, each party must exchange something 
of value (“valuable consideration”).  For example, the named insured pays 
premiums on time in exchange for continued insurance coverage and peace-of-
mind regarding the benefits (economic and asset protection) owed in the event of a 
covered loss.

Generally, an insurance policy/contract is known as an “adhesion contract.” 
The insurer determines the policy language (promises, duties and exclusions) and 
the consumer either purchases it as written or not. There are no negotiations of 
the terms. The only modifications will be the addition of excluded drivers, types 
of coverage such as rental, optional accessories, the limits (levels) of coverage 
chosen and provided for, and the types of coverage as well as those declined. These 
definitions, positions and mandates vary by state.

It is very important to read your policy before signing it! Most insurers 
have a contract allowing the use of alternative parts on your vehicle that will 
not match OEM standards. Then there is no arguing about this because you 
signed the policy.

Types of coverage
Some common types of coverage found in personal auto policies include:
● Collision: Damage to the insured vehicle(s) involving an impact with another
object.
See Expert on page 9.

instruction and instruction is provided remotely.
• Phase 4 Schools open for in-person instruction with more stringent required 

safety protocols (School closures are possible in phase 4).
• Phase 5 Schools open for in-person instruction with moderate required safety 

protocols.
Stockbridge Community Schools and our region is currently in phase 4. We 

continue to closely monitor, along with the Ingham County Health Department, the 
current status of our region. School closures are possible in phase 4 dependent on 
current conditions and infection rates in our region(s).

We continue to work on a comprehensive plan which discusses, in-depth, all 
of the extensive safety protocols, procedures, and measures that the school district 
will be implementing. We are taking all recommendations from the “Return to 
School Roadmap” and protocols very seriously and are ensuring that all of the 
required objectives are put into place. 

See Superintendent on page 19.
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Hawaiian Pork and 
Charred Pineapple S liders

1. Stir together ketchup, brown sugar, 1 tablespoon pineapple 
juice, and 1 tablespoon vinegar in a small bowl. Set aside.

2. Combine pork, 1/4 cup scallions, 1/4 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper in a medium bowl; form into 8 patties. Spray a 
large cast-iron skillet with cooking spray, and heat over high. Add 
patties, and cook until slightly charred, 2 to 3 minutes. Flip and 
cook until pork is cooked through, about 1 minute. Transfer to a 
plate.

3. Add pineapple slices to skillet, and cook on 1 side until lightly 
charred, 1 to 2 minutes. Top patties with pineapple slices.

4. Combine cabbage, remaining 2 tablespoons pineapple juice, 
remaining 1 tablespoon vinegar, remaining 1/4 cup scallions, 
remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt, and remaining 1/4 teaspoon pepper 
in a bowl. To assemble sliders, brush bottoms of rolls with 
ketchup mixture; add a pork patty with a pineapple slice to the 
bottom of each bun. Top with cabbage mixture and tops of rolls.

Recipe from: https://www.cookinglight.com/recipes/

1/4 cup unsalted ketchup 
2 teaspoons brown sugar 
3 tablespoons pineapple juice, divided 
2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar, divided 
8 ounces ground pork 
1/2 cup sliced scallions, divided 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt, divided 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper, divided 
Cooking spray 
8 (1/4-inch-thick) pineapple slices 
1 cup shredded red cabbage 
8 (1-oz.) whole-wheat rolls, split

Sponsored by

“In what seemed like any other day, with the boys laughing 
and talking in the other room about 

colleges, I told him he was going to miss this when he was 
gone,"  Amber Day said. "The next day or so he showed me 
the email he had sent out in his reply to Columbia College of 
Missouri."

But Brandon went out of his way and found another way to 
include Kyle in his college exploration. The brothers shared 
experiences as Kyle also observed Ohio Northern University, 
New York University, Trine University and Olivet College.

In writing to the schools, Brandon's request was simple and 
ended with a heartfelt plea.

“He'd love it (and it) would definitely make him feel special 
and smile, which my mom and I both love to see,” he wrote.

Others now plan to brighten Kyle's day with special messages 
and cards.

If you would like to join project "Make Kyle Smile," send a 
special note or card to the teen at:

Kyle Day 
c/o Michelle Price
4351 Brogan Road
Stockbridge, MI 49285
Kyle wants to become a veterinarian. He likes animals, the 

outdoors, basketball, football and WWE wrestling.

Brothers page 4

Additionally, the 2020 event added a “Name the Bee” contest 
for kids age 15 and younger.

“We’ve got the cutest bee as part of our promotional 
materials,” said Greenway, “and our bee needs a name!” Entry 
forms are available at each of the market’s information booths.

Auction items will become available to peruse in early August, 
but in the meantime, potential bidders and buyers are encouraged 
to register and get ready for the big “reveal.”

“We’re getting new items every day,” said Greenway.
The Common Grill has donated Dinner for 8, Chelsea artist 

Sue Craig has donated a framed print of the iconic Seitz’ Tavern, 
Temperance Paige Photography is providing a family session, and 
Vintage Barn Boutique is putting together a themed basket, she 
said.

“But there’s going to be the proverbial ‘something for 
everyone’ —golfing, food, art, music, pottery, yoga, cookbooks, 
jewelry, travel, home improvement, spa services! We’re really 
excited to offer such a variety of items in a variety of values,” 
said Greenway.

The virtual auction will run Aug. 16 to Aug. 30. Proceeds 
benefit the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s five farmers markets 
in Chelsea, Grass Lake, Manchester, Dexter and Stockbridge. 
For more information and to register, visit www.32auctions.com/
FarmToTableINTERRUPTED.

Market page 3

Expert page 8
● Comprehensive: Pays for damage to your vehicle caused by covered events such as theft, 

vandalism, fire, flood, wind, hail, hitting an animal and other events. But if an animal jumps in front 
of you, and you swerve to avoid it and hit a tree, the claim would likely fall under the collision 
portion of your policy.

● Auto liability coverage: Covers damages (property damage and bodily injury) to third parties 
arising from the insured or their authorized driver’s negligence.

● Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage: Uninsured motorist coverage protects 
you in case of an accident with an at-fault driver who doesn’t carry liability insurance (to pay for 
your damages and/or injury). Underinsured motorist coverage, on the other hand, steps in after an 
accident with an at-fault driver whose liability limits are too low to cover the damage or medical 
expenses. Depending on the state, some of these coverages are mandatory, some may be optional 
and some may not be applicable.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area 
and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa 
began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.

Stockbridge road resurfacing and improvements 
near conclusion

Workers, on the scene since mid-July, appear to be wrapping up as they put in driveway aprons and 
add gravel shoulders. Photo credit: Patrice Johnson
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"This unique and engaging project is one of the driving reasons 
for my decision to pursue a career and education in Fisheries and 
Wildlife at Michigan State University and I could not be more 
thankful for and proud of all of the individuals that contributed to our 
patent approval."

During the fall of 2017, the team completed their invention and 
applied for a US Patent with the help of Microsoft’s #Makewhatsnext 
Patent Program. The Microsoft #Makehatsnext Patent Program offers 
female inventors patent support and mentorship so they can protect 
their ideas and further their innovation.  

Team member Madison Howard stated “Patenting a device in 
high school has allowed me to network with many individuals, as 
well as showcase my experience in design and engineering. Having 
a patent sets me apart from other individuals at my university, and it 
has in turn given me more job opportunities. I am so fortunate and 
thankful for the Stockbridge InvenTeam, Lemelson-MIT Program, 
Microsoft #Makewhatsnext Patent Program, and my community for 
the opportunity.”

Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School InvenTeam has continued testing 
and improving their invention using it to monitor aquatic life in the 
National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa in 2018. During the 
COVID-19 shortened 2019/2020 school year, a new team began 
developing a new device for autonomously deploying the underwater 
camera and water quality monitoring system while participating 

Patent page 7

in the Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams Program.  Once the school transitioned to remote or distance 
learning in April, the team prepared an application for what they hope will be their second patent.  

Anthony Perry, invention education coordinator at the Lemelson-MIT Program, summed up the 
teams efforts by stating, “I could not be happier for Bob Richards and the Stockbridge students for 
their dedication to helping solve pressing problems in the world through invention. In this case, the 
students’ invention will help address the threat to aquatic environments from climate change and 
pollution, by monitoring water quality and measuring water conditions. The majority of this team of 
students are female, which is inspiring to see since the number of women patent holders in the U.S. 
is drastically low, compared to men. These young inventors are already changing the world and I am 
confident they will continue to do so as they go on to college and throughout their careers.”

For more information, please contact Mr. Richards at 517-851-7770 or email at richardr@
panthernet.net.

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea adjusts COVID-19 
testing hours to better serve the community

Beginning Saturday, July 25, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea will follow a new schedule for its 
COVID-19 testing site, located at 1515 Commerce Park Drive in Chelsea. The testing site, which 
moved to the Commerce Park location earlier this month, is able to test community members 
exhibiting at least one symptom of COVID-19.  The updated testing schedule addresses a need to 
better meet the community's demand for COVID-19 testing by designating time blocks for local 
residents.

The new community testing hours are:
Monday through Wednesday: 1 to 4 p.m.
Thursday and Friday: 8 a.m. to Noon
Saturday and Sunday: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Music and Open Air Market shake off the COVID blues on Fridays at Stockbridge 
Township Square

L-R: Jim Johnson, Susan Davis, Jim Davis, Eric 
Rasmussen and Kelsey Rasmussen enjoy music and 
ambience. Photo credit: Patrice Johnson

Socially distanced SwizzleStick Band: L-R: Paul Crandall, 
keyboard and vocals, Scott Crandall, drums, and Ashton Havens, 
bass. Scott Crandall and Ashton Havens are both Stockbridge 
grads. Photo credit: Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
Warm breezes, social distancing and masks 

became the order of the day beginning June 
26 when the SwizzleStick Band ushered in 
the return of live music on Fridays to the 
Stockbridge Township Square during the Open 
Air Market.

Retired CADL librarian Paul Crandall, 
keyboard and vocals; son Scott Crandall, 
drums; and Ashton Havens, bass, performed 
a variety of originals, blues, jazz and Latin 
tunes. During the second part, guest musician 
Jack Falk joined the group. Scott Crandall and 
Ashton Havens are both Stockbridge grads. 
Since then, Fridays have rung with music from 

such notable players as Gary Allen, formerly with the five-time, Emmy-winning Al Jarreau band, 
Tiffany Gridiron strumming and singing tunes.

Music is live during the lazy, hazy days of summer on Fridays, 5:30 to 7 p.m., in a bring-your-
own-chair affair.

The Open Air Market is open for shopping of locally grown and made products from 4 to 7 p.m.
Market Music is sponsored by the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority (SDDA), 

Stockbridge Area Arts Council (SAAC), Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce (SACC) and the 
Open Air Market (OAM).

Dorene and Larry White enjoy the tunes. In the background, 
Janine Falk and Diane Rockall join in. Photo credit: Patrice Johnson
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VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Special Minutes 2, July 2020

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm; 
Roll Call:  PRESENT: President Molly Howlett Pro-
Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Heath Corey, Trustee Greg 
Uihlein, Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee Heath Corey; 
ABSENT:None; Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village 
Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney; Citizens were 
also present;Pledge of Allegiance; President Howlett 
led the pledge of allegiance.  Approval of 
Agenda MOTION by Uihlein SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; the July 2, 2020 agenda as amended: add 
Public Comment, under New Business (F). Motion carried 
unanimously Approval of Minutes MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the Regularly 
Scheduled Meeting minutes of June 1, 2020 as presented 
by Clerk Nogle. Motion carried unanimously MOTION 
by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve the 
Special Meeting minutes of June 24, 2020 as presented 
by Clerk Nogle. Motion carried unanimously Public 
Comment – None FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts 
Payable  MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk 
Nogle. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Cattell, Morehouse, 
Quintanilla, Corey, Howlett NAYS: None ABSENT:  
None MOTION PASSED; President Report President 
Howlett updated the council on ongoing projects.NEW 
BUSINESS  Police Chief Torres Contract MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 
the contract between Chief Torres and the Village of 
Stockbridge as amended: add January 2020 under recitals 
#6. AYES: Mullins, Cattell, Morehouse, Quintanilla, 
Corey, Howlett NAYS: Uihlein ABSENT: MOTION 
PASSED MERS: Corrective Action Plan
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, 

APPROVED; MERS corrective action plan as required by 
the State of Michigan.AYES: Cattell, Morehouse, Corey, 
Uihlein, Quintanilla, Mullins, Howlett NAYS: None
ABSENT:  MOTION PASSED; 2020 Harvest Moon 

Festival MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; the 2020 Harvest Moon Festival Beer 
and Wine License.AYES: Mullins, Uihlein, Cattell, 
Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: Quintanilla, Corey ABSENT: 
MOTION PASSED; Dalton and Zick Discussed the issues 
of providing Water and Sewer lines to Dalton and Zick 
Builders. Easement Modification/Abandonment MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; an 
Ordinance 2020-07-06; the abandonment of parcel 33-42-
27-202-101 easement in the Village of Stockbridge.
AYES: Morehouse, Cattell, Corey, Mullins, Quintanilla, 

Uihlein, Howlett NAYS: none ABSENT: MOTION 
PASSED  Public Comment Uihlein requested that the 
Clerk provide more information in the council meeting 
minutes pertaining to Public Comment. UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS  Elizabeth Street Project  MOTION by 
Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; 
continue to withhold payment until the Village’s 
Engineering Consultants can inspect whether or not it was 
done according to the specifications and why it is failing. 
Motion carried unanimously. Public Comment Geri Uihlein 
discussed SDDA Patronicity Project will be starting that 
will help downtown businesses who suffered during the 
COVID-19. Geri Uihlein described how the Bridge to 
the Future. The SDDA hired Total Local to help with the 
project. Council Comments Uihlein had concern over a 
post on Facebook that thanked the Village for ruining her 
property. Howlett explained that it was potentially the 
material from the horse parking lot at the DNR trail that got 
washed down the road.  Morehouse asked President Howlett 
about the status of Willow Street. Howlett stated that the 
Village had to address the problem and find out why it keeps 
occurring. Quintanilla discussed that there may be possible 
funding for police payroll. Chief Torres explained it would 
not apply to Stockbridge. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION 
by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED to 
adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:12pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,Village Clerk  

UTPD Activity from Monday, June 1st - June 30, 2020
Monday6/01 - Welfare Check-Kane Rd./E. M-36 Prisoner 

Transport
Tuesday, 6/02 - Assist EMS-Iosco Mountain Rd./Hay Rake 

Hollow Suspicious Vehicle-M-36/Webb St.
Wednesday, 6/03 - Sick Person-Bullis Rd./Main St. Welfare 

Check-Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd. Assist Village of Pinckney Police 
Dept.-Lake Ln./Elvira St.

Thursday, 6/04 - Road Hazard/Wire Down-Treelane Dr./M-106 
Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Kaiser Rd. Assist EMS-Barton/Spears

Friday, 6/05 - Shots Fired/Tamara Dr./.Kaiser Rd. Medical-E. 
Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd. Saturday, 

6/06 - Assist EMS-Hadley Rd./Joslin Lake Rd. Assist EMS-
Kane Rd.-E. M-36 Sunday,6/07 Domestic Disturbance-San 
Marino Ave./San Juan Ct.

Monday, 6/08 - Person Injury Accident-Williamsville Rd./
Roepke Rd. Welfare Check-Kane Rd./ E. M -36 Respond to 
Alarm-Wasson Rd./Weller Rd. Disturbance Trouble-Townview 
Ln./Stonehouse Dr. Tuesday,6/09 Malicious Destruction of 
Property-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave. Assault-Kaiser Rd./
Tamara Dr. Medical-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd .

Wednesday, 6/10 - Road Hazard/Tree Down-Howlette Rd./
Doyle Rd . Road Hazard/Tree Down-Worden Rd./Bowdish Rd. 
Thursday, 

6/11 - Suspicious Person-Roepke Rd./Doyle Rd Assist EM 
S-Kane Rd./E. M-36

Saturday, 6/13 - Suspicious Situation-Barton Rd./Spears Rd. 
Disturbance -Park Dr./Woodside Dr. Noise Complaint-Church St./
Webb St.

Sunday,6/14 - Shots Fired-Kathryn Ct./M-36 Sick Person-Doyle 
Rd./Unadilla Rd.

Monday, 6/15 - Missing Person-Wasson Rd./Weller Rd. Medical 
Assist-Kane Rd./Green Rd .

 Tuesday,6/16 - Suspicious Situation-W. M-36/ Dream Catcher 
Medical Assist-Templar Ave./Doyle Rd. Abandoned Vehicle-
Worden Rd./Bowdish Rd. Respond to Alarm -Williamsville Rd./
Roepke Rd. Suicidal Subject-Location Undisclosed 

Wednesday, 6/17 - Assist EMS-W.  M-36/Livermore Fraud/
Identity Theft-Joslin Lake Rd./Kaiser Rd. Harassment/ Threat 

s-Cass St./Ovit St. Suspicious Situation-Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr.
Thursday, 6/18 - Sick Person -Donohue Rd./Spears Rd Suspicious 

Person-Livermore Rd./ E. Trebesh Cir .
Friday, 6/19 - Assist EMS/Gregory Rd./Spears Rd. Fireworks 

Complaint-Kathryn Ct./M-36 Welfare Check-Hadley Rd/Joslin 
Lake Rd. Assist EMS-Kane Rd./E. M-36 Welfare Check-W. M -36/ 
Graves Rd . Property Damage Accident/Car Versus Deer-Roepke 
Rd./Williamsville Rd. Assist Other Agency/Stand By-Pleasant Dr./
Woodside Dr.

Saturday, 6/20 - Disturbance/ Trouble-Tamara Dr./Kaiser Rd. 
Assist EMS-Donohue Rd./Spears Rd. Assist Other Agency-Wasson 
Rd./Weller Rd.

Sunday, 6/21 - Suspicious Vehicle-CassSt./Dewey St. Assist Fire 
Dept./Tree Down -Doyle Rd./Livermore Rd.

Monday 6/22 - Assist Village of Pinckney Police Dept./Burglary-
Putman St./Williams St.

Tuesday,6/23 - Warrant Arrest-Location Undisclosed Fraud-Bull 
Run Rd./Wasson Rd. Int imidat ion/ Harassment-Oliver Ct./Orlando 
Dr.

Wednesday,6/24 - Domestic Verbal-Park St./Kaiser Rd .
Friday, 6/26 - Assist EMS-Kathryn Ct.-/ W. M - 36 Suspicious 

Situation-Wasson Rd./Weller Rd. Domestic Disturbance-Roepke 
Rd./Oklahoma Dr. Assist EMS-Kane Rd./E. M -36 Stalking-
Roepke Rd./Oklahoma Dr. Respone to Alarm-Wasson Rd./Weller 
Rd. Road Hazard/Tree Down-Doyle Rd./Unadilla Rd. Property 
Damage Accident -W. M -36/ Arnold Rd. Assist Unadilla Township 
Fire Dept./Wire Down-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr. Assist Unadilla 
Township Fire Dept./Tree Down-M-36/ Gregory Rd . Assist 
Unadilla Township Fire Dept./Tree Down-M-106/Dutton Rd.

Saturday, 6/27 - Electrical Hazard-Rockwell Rd./Green Rd.
Sunday, 6/28 - Trespassing/Loitering-Kaiser Rd,/Sunset Dr. 

Welfare Check-Barton Rd./Spears Rd. ATV Complaint-Wasson Rd./
Donohue Rd.

Monday, 6/29 - Assist EMS-Donohue Rd./Wasson Rd. Domestic 
Verbal-Barton Rd./W. M-36 Property Damage Accident-W. M-36/
Graves Rd. Suspicious Situation-W. M-36/Graves Rd.

Animal Comp l aint -M ain St./Ovit St.
Tuesday,6/30 - Civil Complaint-Lakeview Dr./Woodside Dr.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I remember a time that seems so long ago when people could talk to each other. A time when 

people had conversations and exchanged ideas. Even in a heated debate there was almost a sense of 
sport in a creative conversation that, in the end, left us with more things to think about than when we 
had started, and we usually just smiled and remained friends.

The world today is a scary place for an old lady like me. I forget, sometimes, that I am not 
allowed to speak my mind and have therefore faced the threats of the undisciplined who cannot 
seem to control their outbursts of rage at having to define and prove their own ideas.

It seems that the enlightening debates of the past have politely died, yielding to the modern 
perpetual adolescence of those who only demand to be heard, but never listen. In such a state our 
views and talents are destroyed in the stale and tedious atmosphere in which real progress can never 
be made.

I remember a time when violence was not a virtue, when assaulting someone was a crime, 
when destroying someone’s property, stealing their stuff, and burning them out of their homes and 
businesses was simply wrong. I remember a time when officials were voted into office to do a job, 
not an agenda, and they protected their state’s economy and the well-being of the people who lived 
there.

It seems like such a waste of energy as the world flings itself into chaos, spinning around 
on insult, accusation, and offense; wasting itself in pursuit of those things that precede the very 
problems it wishes to solve.

I am an old grandma facing the so-called “new normal” which is not so normal at all. It can be 
a scary place, but I have a freedom in my spirit that will not respectfully consent to being boxed 
into a cage, like a parrot, destined to mindlessly repeat some approved narrative in exchange for a 
life-sustaining cracker. No, I come from a different time, a time when we recognized and valued our 
freedom and defended it with our lives. No, I will not willingly hand to my grandchildren a world in 
which they are defined as “essential or not” by some entity that controls how they will be allowed to 
find happiness and feed their families.

I have been told that the so-called new normal is not about freedom, but about safety. But I am an 
old lady who remembers a time when freedom was real, and safety was an inherent piece of a self-
reliant life.

I do not need a nanny government to tell me who I am or how I will be allowed to take care of 
myself. I know how to take care of myself, and I will.

Sincerely,
K. Mann

Letter to the Editor
Repainting the barn

We have been staining our long-neglected barn this summer and, with each step, our society’s 
troubled times rise in metaphor. We bought our stain from Jack, the paint expert at Chelsea Lumber, 
who warned that we needed to wash the barn with a harsh bleach solution to remove the seen and, 
particularly, the unseen mold and mildew on and in the wood. Otherwise the mold and mildew will 
continue to erode the wood and the surface mold will quickly reappear through the stain. 

It seems to me, as we reluctantly don our safety glasses and long-sleeved shirts in the heat of the 
summer, that our society needs a “solution” to scrub our institutions and root out the racism lying 
on the surface and hidden deep within. Instead of bleach and other chemicals, the “solution” might 
include an expanded view of public safety—bringing in social workers, mental health professionals, 
and crisis intervention experts alongside police officers, particularly in large metropolitan areas. 
And all those public safety workers need to be well trained to serve their communities, with an 
enforceable—and enforced—Code of Conduct. 

In the interest of public safety, some of the harshest solutions may include firing those officers 
who can’t–or won’t–let go of their own endemic racism. In the world of old barn rehab, this would 
be like replacing a rotted board. (I feel particularly lucky to live in the Stockbridge area with 
the leadership and guidance of Chief Torres and feel he has been ahead of the curve in regard to 
community policing.)

We are almost done with our barn staining project and found that working slowly and steadfastly, 
bit by bit our “new” barn emerged, and the change is amazing. We hope we washed it well and that 
the old mold and mildew doesn’t reappear very soon. And may the same be true for our society, as 
we slowly and steadfastly work to create a system of justice for all.

Sincerely,
Jo Mayer
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Obituaries Ellen LeVasseur

Ellen LeVasseur
Passed away July 2, 2020

Ellen (Ellie) LeVasseur passed away on July 
2, 2020 at the age of 82. Ellen spent many years 
in the Stockbridge area and moved to Brighton 
several years ago.   She had a great sense of humor, 
was fiercely independent and strong & taught her 
children those values.  She loved people, social 
gatherings, her family, her military and her Scottish 
heritage.  She enjoyed helping those in need, and 
loved to share her wisdom about life  She will be 
missed!  

She is survived by her 3 children Rick LeVasseur 
(Pam), Karon Hoard (Mark) and Kelly Hoard (Al) 
and many grandchildren and great grandchildren.  A 
memorial mass will be held at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Pinckney on August 22.  10-11 A.M. 
memorial, 11:00 mass.  In the event that we are 
unable to hold the mass because of Covid-19 a 
celebration of life will be held at a later date.  Please 
follow the CDC recommendations during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and those in attendance will be 
instructed accordingly.   

Matthew Johnson
Matthew Johnson, age 35, formerly of Stockbridge, MI, passed away of 

Huntington’s Disease on Friday, June 26, 2020 at the Kresge Rehabilitation Center 
in Chelsea, Michigan. He was born on November 29, 1984 in Lansing, MI, the 
son of Charles J. “Butch” and Marilyn E. (Smith) Johnson. Matthew grew up in 
the Stockbridge area and loved spending time outdoors, whether it was riding 
4-Wheelers, dirt bikes, or snowmobiles. He loved NASCAR and was a Dale 
Earnhardt, Jr. fan. 

Matthew is survived by his mother, of Chelsea, a special friend, Brandi, his 
childhood friends, James and Darren, both of Stockbridge, his aunts and uncles: 
Janice (Eric) Dickie of Arizona, Carolyn (Jerry) Tatar of Rives Junction, Debbie 
(Hank) Davis of S. Carolina, Don Smith of Ypsilanti, Mark (Kitty) Johnson of 
Tennessee, Becky Duncan of Jackson; as well as several cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his father, his grandparents, Dick and Ilene Smith and James and 
Shirley Johnson, and his uncle, John Johnson. The family would like to express 
their thanks for their kindness and supportive care to the staff at the Kresge Health 
Care team and Arbor Hospice. 

The family will receive friends at the Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 from 2-4 p.m. Funeral Directors are following current 
CDC recommendations during the COVID-19 pandemic, and those in attendance 
will be instructed accordingly. Matthew will be laid to rest at Oaklawn Cemetery 
with a private graveside service. 

Memorial contributions may be made to SAESA or the Arbor Hospice 
Foundation. 

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a 
fee.
 · Roberta Louise Tatar - died June 29, 2020 - Gregory
 · Misty Olete Barnett - died July 7, 2020 - Munith
 · Norman E. Thompson - died July 16, 2020 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Vladimir Theodore Bibicoff
Vladimir Theodore Bibicoff of Pinckney, age 78, died Monday, June 29, 2020, 

at his home. He was born August 4, 1941, in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the son of  
Vladimir Hilarion &  Ethel Marie (Lapp) Bibicoff.

Vladimir graduated in 1959 from University High School in Ann Arbor, and 
attended several colleges. He was a tool and die maker, first for his dad, then for 
Boos Products in Gregory. He also delivered the Ann Arbor News from 1985 until 
his death. Vlad liked to read and do word search puzzles.

On January 5, 1982, he married Norine Lillian Grumelot at Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church, and she survives. He is also survived by his children, Mara 
Andrea (Danny) Weber of Johnston City, IL, and Alexander Marc Bibicoff of 
Tucson, AZ; a sister, Xenia Valerie Coulter of CT; three grandchildren, Chase 
Fienhold of Las Vegas, Brandon Fienhold and Lily Fienhold of Johnson City, IL; 
and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Marell 
in 1975; and his parents.

No services are planned at this time. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association. Arrangements by Cole Funeral Chapel, Chelsea.

Delores Johnson

Delores Johnson
April 25, 1942 to June 25, 2020

Delores R. Johnson, age 78, of Munith, MI, 
passed away at her home on June 25, 2020. She 
was born in Marseilles, IL on April 25, 1942, the 
daughter of Joseph G. and Marion G. (Spencer) 
Przybylski. Delores had lived in the area since 2003, 
moving from Florida. She loved her family and 
spending time with her grandchildren. She worked 
as a greeter for Meijer for many years and enjoyed 
spending time outdoors tending to her gardens. 

On September 8, 1961 she married Ewell L. 
“John” Johnson in Norway, IL, and he survives. 
Also surviving are three children, Steven (Christine) 
Johnson of Texas, Roger (Donna) Johnson of 
Stockbridge, and Deborah (Todd) Breslin of 
Stockbridge, six grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren, a sister-in-law, LeAnn Przybylski, 
and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her siblings: Josephine Foltynewiez, Mary 

Ann Persong, Michael Przybylski, and Dennis Przybylski.
Delores will be laid to rest with a private graveside service at Oaklawn 

Cemetery in Stockbridge, MI. Memorial contributions may be made to Henry 
Ford Allegiance Hospice. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Stockbridge.

Jeffrey Lukenich

Jeffrey Lukenich
Feb. 9, 1969 to July 8, 2020

Jeffrey P. Lukenich, age 51, of Grass Lake, 
Michigan, beloved son, husband, father, and brother,  
passed away at his home on July 8, 2020. He was 
born in Jackson, Michigan on February 9, 1969. 
Jeffrey graduated from Stockbridge High School 
in 1988. He loved spending time outdoors fishing, 
boating, snowmobiling, and hunting. He had worked 
for Smith’s Towing Service for 25 plus years. 

On May 15, 2015, he married Shelley L. 
(Birtles), and she survives. Also surviving are his 
daughter, Kassidy, step-daughter, Carly Lippert, his 
parents, Mike and Marlene Lukenich, grandmother, 
Donna Lukenich, his brother, John, and niece and 
nephew, James and Hayley. 

Per his wishes, cremation has taken place. A 
Celebration of Life will be held at the American 
Legion Herbert J. McKune Post 31 at Cavanaugh 
Lake in Chelsea on October 3, 2020. Memorial 

contributions may be made to an Educational Fund for Kassidy. Make checks 
payable to Shelley Lukenich, mail checks to Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home, 901 
N. Main St., Chelsea, MI  48118. 
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Two lucky scavenger hunt winners ride away on new bicycles

Two lucky winners—Luke Mills 
(above) and Annabelle Pietsch 
(below)—left with brand-new 
bicycles after participating in the 
nature scavenger hunt in Gregory. 
Photos provided by the Stockbridge 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

by Mary Jo David
Area children participated in a nature scavenger hunt at the Lakelands Trail in Gregory, Mich., on Saturday, June 18, and the lucky 

winners rode away on brand-new bicycles. The event was sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce. Unadilla fire 
and police first responders were on hand, along with a Kona Ice truck and Ellie’s Elephant Ears truck. The lucky winner of the boy’s 
bike was Luke Mills; Annabelle Pietsch was the proud winner of the girl’s bike. The fundraiser helps support Gregory’s 2021 Fourth of 
July fireworks.

Stockbridge DDA launches COVID-19 relief fund for small businesses
by Agnes Geiger
 Small businesses are struggling amid the coronavirus pandemic, but some local help may be on the way. The Stockbridge 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has established the "Bridge to the Future COVID-19 Relief Fund" to aid businesses in 
the downtown TIF district. With donations from the community, the DDA hopes to provide support to as many businesses as possible 
during this difficult time.

 "These businesses have given so much to our community over the years. It is now time for the community to give back," said Geri 
Uihlein, Bridge to the Future project manager and Stockbridge DDA vice chair. "Many businesses have been able to make it through 
the initial round of shutdowns, but they continue to face economic uncertainty."

Bridge to the Future will distribute grants of up to $1,000 to individual businesses in the Stockbridge DDA district that have been 
negatively impacted by COVID-19. The companies must offer in-person contact such as salons, barbershops, bars and restaurants, 
fitness centers, retailers and other service-oriented businesses.

 Grant money can be used to pay employees or the business owner/manager, business rent or utilities, or for other business 
expenses.

 The money will be raised through an online crowdfunding campaign using Patronicity, a Michigan platform with a solid reputation 
for helping communities. Blissfield, Saline, Holly and Milan previously used Patronicity to set, reach and sometimes surpass their 
crowdfunding goals. 

 Uihlein proposed the campaign at the DDA's May 28 meeting. On June 18, the DDA appointed Teresa Miller as a consultant and 
budgeted $1,500 for the project. Miller specializes in marketing strategies and services, and she is the president of Total Local, which 
publishes marketing guides throughout the area.

Uihlein stressed the importance of donations and matching partners to make the campaign a success and help keep Stockbridge the 
friendly small town its residents know and love.

 "Supporting these businesses through this crisis will help maintain Stockbridge's unique character," she said. 
 "By making a contribution of any size," Uihlein continued, "you can help support local businesses, even if you've not been able to 

patronize (them) as you normally would have during this time."
 To make a direct online donation, visit: Patronicity.com/Stockbridge
 If your organization could be a sponsor or matching partner, contact Uihlein at 734-644-0544 or email guihlein@stockbridgedda.org.
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Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting 
Minutes June 23, 2020 7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope 

Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Kitley, McAlister, Walz, Morency. 
Public Comment: Peggy Beals stated that the Jake 

Brake signs were working. A lot less noise. Nate 
Glen asked the Board to reconsider their ordinance 
prohibiting the commercial growth of marihuana. 
He said he would be able to provide up to 30 jobs 
and help the Township economy. Pat Deanhofer 
questioned the progress of repair on Mt. Hope Road. 
Lance said he would check into it again. Walz said that 
she had emailed Rodney Walz regarding the Mt. Hope 
issue. He is our representative on Jackson County 
Board of Commissioners.

Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented. Aye/
all; no/none. Motion carried. 

SPECIAL ORDER: Ted Beals was honored for his 
many years of great service to our Township. Two 
crab apple trees were planted in honor of Ted Beals 
and his wife Peggy who has also contributed much 
to the Township. They are in the yard in front of the 
Township Hall and will have signs under them. A 
Resolution was done in honor of Ted. Lance motioned 
with support from Morency to adopt R-20-06-23-2 
honoring Ted Beals for his many years of dedicated 
service to our Township. Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried. His help and expertise will be missed. 

Correspondence: None.
Old Business: Wendy stated that the group was 

finally able to get together again. Rain gardens will 
be developed. The ribbon cutting for the footpath was 
postponed. They will be working on the Recreation 
Plan to get that updated. They will be meeting again 
on July 14th. 

New Business: Lisa read some of the information 
from the Planning Commission minutes. Amendments 
to Sections 3.05 and 3.06 of the Waterloo Township 

Zoning Ordinance procedures are in place to collect 
Township imposed fines. It has been recommended 
that the Township Board approve the changes. They 
continue to review principal uses for single household 
dwellings.  • Lance motioned with support from 
McAlister to extend the 2019-2020 Extraction Permit 
for 1 month until August 1, 2020 for Aggregate 
Industries. Their current permit was to expire on 
July 1, 2020. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. The 
Extraction Committee will be meeting on July 7 to look 
at their 2020-2021 permit renewal information. • Lance 
motioned with support from McAlister to change the 
July meeting to July 23 at 7:00 p.m. because of schedule 
conflicts. • Kitley motioned with support from Walz to 
approve the budget amendments for a total of $7,600. 
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried.

Other Business That Comes Before the Board: Lance 
motioned with support from Kitley to approve the 
Holiday schedule for 2020-2021. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried. Walz spoke of the FOIA she received 
from a real estate company asking for financial 
information regarding property taxes. No names are 
included. It is legal to process that information and she 
will email it to them.

Public Comment: Pat Deanhofer asked about the signs 
to put under the trees planted in honor of Ted and Peggy 
Beals. Kitley said they were due to come in any day and 
will be placed under them on the stakes provided.

Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Aye/all; no/none. 
Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be 
on Tuesday, July 21 at 7:00. The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Thursday, July 23 at 7:00 p.m. This 
is a change due to conflict of schedules. Minutes will 
be published in the Stockbridge Community News 
at the end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES July 20, 

2020
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 

Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order 
on July 20, 2020 at 7:34PM at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regualr Meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner Via Video Call, Trustee Terry 
Sommer, Member Absent Ed Wetherell.
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Sommer motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Regular meeting 
Agenda as printed Muraf second with 
the amendment under old business to 
add cleanup day All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Muraf motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board Financial 
report as printed from April 1, 2020 to 
July 20, 2020 Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township 2nd quarter 

Building report Zoning Permits 8 
New Permits, Building 9 New Permits 
( 1-Conex, 1- Alteration, 1-New 
Windows, 1- Desk, 1-Roof, 1 New 

Manufactured home, 2 New Houses, 
1-Barn) Electrical Permits 6 New 
Permits , Plumbing Permits 1 New 
Permits, Driveway Permits  New Permit, 
Address Permits 1 New Permits
Old Business
Lantis is working on the rental lease 

agreement for the Stockbridge Chamber 
for space in 219 Elm Building.
Stockbridge Township will be hosting a 

clean up day for Stockbridge Residents 
More information coming soon  
New Business 
Stockbridge Township agreed to allow 

the Halloween light pole contest to start 
decorating on October 1, 2020 and run 
thru Halloween any questions please 
contact Deanna Kruger
Lantis will call MTA about explosive 

objects that was brought to the boards 
attention. 
Stockbridge Township Board will keep 

an eye on the building during heavy 
down pours for leaks
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 

Township Board monthly bills in the 
amount of $69,333.45 Muraf second All 
in Favor Motion Carried.
Lantis motion to adjourn the 

Stockbridge Township Regular Board 
Meeting at 8:08PM on July 20, 2020
BM
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WATERLOO TOWNSHIP
RESOLUTION HONORING THEODORE "TED" FAIRBANK BEALS R-20-06-23-02

At a meeting of the Township Board of Waterloo Township, held in Jackson County, State of
Michigan on the 23rd day of June, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
PRESENT: Doug Lance, Wendy Walz, Lisa Morency, Josh McAlister, Janice Kitley ABSENT: None
The following resolution was offered by Lance and seconded by Morency:
WHEREAS, Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals devoted many years of service to Waterloo Township with great distinction and honor as 

an exemplary member of the community; and
WHEREAS, Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals, was born on the 29th day of May 1934. He was an accomplished academic, receiving a 

Bachelor's, Master's, and a Medical degree from the University of Michigan; and
WHEREAS, Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals used his excellent academic background and leadership to benefit the community of 

Waterloo Township. He honorably served as a Waterloo Township Precinct Delegate elected in 2004 and 2008. He also served on the 
Waterloo Township Sand and Gravel Screening Committee as an Appointed Citizen Representative from 2002 until 2008;and

WHEREAS, of Ted's many contributions to the Township, he particularly benefitted the Waterloo Township community through his 
relentless service on the Waterloo Township Planning Commission. He served on the Planning Commission from 2008 through 2020. 
He spent 2010 through 2020 as the Planning Commission Chair and had a tremendous impact on the orderly development and character 
of the Township; and

WHEREAS, Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals served as the Board's "go-to" man for questions. He accumulated a wealth of information 
about land use policy and other municipal topics that helped the Township function smoothly. He kept the Township Board apprised 
of all relevant news and was a teacher in all respects, always keeping us on our toes, while working to continuously improve our 
community; and

WHEREAS, Ted spent countless hours serving the Region  2  Planning  Commission, serving on the Land Division Board for 
many years, and staying up to date with events held by the Michigan Townships Association. These activities allowed Ted to provide 
countless ways to improve the Township; and

WHEREAS, Ted's impacts were not limited to the Township.  He had an illustrious  career as an Assistant Professor of Pathology at 
the University of Michigan where he participated in numerous scientific activities, authored many publications in scientific journals, 
and was honored with countless awards; and

 
WHEREAS, there are not enough words to properly thank Mr. Beals for his service to the Township, the region, his family, and all the 

people he has positively impacted.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Waterloo Township Board, in recognition of Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals' 

outstanding community involvement and service, that we honor Ted for all of his contributions to the Township.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be memorialized  in  the minutes  of the Waterloo Township Board as a permanent 

record of the achievements of one of the Township's finest citizens and greatest public servants.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution is to be presented to Theodore "Ted" Fairbank Beals and to his family 

with sincere appreciation and gratitude for his many years of dedication to Waterloo Township. We, the Board of Waterloo Township, 
are very grateful for your service to us, and your contributions to the Township will go down in history. Thank you, Ted.

ADOPTED:
YEAS: Lance, Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley NAYS: None
ABSENT/ABSTAIN: None

Social and emotional learning becoming one priority at Stockbridge Schools

Heritage School led the way in 
developing a resource room for 
students, an emotion management 
student support room, calming 
corners in each classroom, and a 
mindfulness program that includes 
regrouping activities for students 
after recess and lunch breaks that is 
individualized to each classroom’s 
needs. Photo provided by Cassie 
Watson

by Cassie Watson
The staff and administrators at Stockbridge Community Schools are working hard at continuing to improve the educational environment for 

all students. In recent years, this focus on improvement has shifted toward social and emotional learning, that is, a focus on maintaining positive 
relationships, managing emotions, and ensuring student needs are met so that learning can occur. These activities were based on the premise for 
students to learn, and for teachers to teach effectively, the social and emotional needs of students must first be met. 

Sarah Bentley, principal at Heritage, has been one of the driving forces for development of a social and emotional learning plan. When Bentley 
came to Heritage, she identified that discipline took up a significant portion of administrator and teacher time, while also interfering with students’ 
education. Bentley, with a team of administrators and teachers, set to work. They conducted a system overhaul with the focus on serving the social 
and emotional needs of students, especially those in special education. 

“We spent a lot of time researching and visiting other school systems,” Bentley said. “It involved multiple staff, restructuring of the organization, 
and developing a multi-tiered plan to address high needs and critical behaviors.”

As a result of the research and visits by this dedicated team, Heritage school led the way in developing a resource room for students, an emotion 
management student support room, calming corners in each classroom, and a mindfulness program that includes regrouping activities for students 
after recess and lunch breaks that is individualized to each classroom’s needs. 

All actions taken are focused on developing strong connections between staff and their students, while also allowing students the opportunity to 
learn to manage and appropriately act on their emotions. 

“We use consistent language, lessons and rewards,” Bentley explained. One of the greatest achievements of the Stockbridge school system is 
the presence of a shared counselor with Heritage and the Junior High, and partnership with St. Joseph Hospital for a behavioral health navigator to 
assist families with their needs.

Social and emotional learning 
activities go beyond just supporting 
students and focus also on 
supporting teachers and staff who 
work with students. “We try to 
support teachers and promote 
self-care, and we ask how they 
are taking care of themselves 
and their own needs.” A trauma-
informed approach is utilized for 
both students and teachers. This 
promotes teachers supporting other 
teachers, and students supporting 
other students. 

Despite Stockbridge having a 
high number of at-risk youth and 
high numbers of students with 
trauma, implementation of a social 
and emotional learning focus 
has been extremely successful in 
just two years. According to data 
presented at the February 2020 
school board meeting, Heritage 
office referrals dropped 69%, from 
162 to 50. Out of classroom student 
referrals dropped 48.8% from the 
2018-2019 to the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

“Most often, it takes three to five 
years to see the benefits of any new 

programming, but we are seeing success in only two years,” Bentley said, 
enthusiasm rising in her voice.

The 2020-2021 school year will pose many unique challenges to 
the social and emotional learning plan. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
the schools’ subsequent shift to internet-based learning have brought 
the problem of equity to the forefront of educators’ minds: Some 
students don’t have internet access. Others might not have a safe home 
environment. Many struggle with food instability. Any of which can 
inhibit effective learning. 

With these issues in mind, Bentley indicates that social and emotional 
learning must be a top priority for students and educators, regardless 
whether the delivery method for education is classroom-based, internet-
only, or a hybrid of both. Future goals include to expand social and 
emotional learning activities in the Junior/Senior High School, to 
develop a parent education series, and to continue to explore options for 
supporting students and staff.

Parents, community members, and other stakeholders are encouraged 
to contact their administrators with questions, comments, or concerns. 

“We are listening, and your concerns are being heard,” Bentley said. 
She encouraged parents to participate with the PTO and be engaged. “It’s 
more important than ever to continue social and emotional learning and to 
support staff,” she said. “The goal is to have teachers who want to teach 
and students who want to learn.” 

Once schools are safely reopened, Bentley welcomes requests to tour 
the schools and see the calming areas, emotional management student 
support rooms, and other ways in which the school system is supporting 
social and emotional learning.

Sarah Bentley, principal of Heritage 
School. Photo provided by Cassie 
Watson
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by Mary Jo David
Within a month of the governor shutting down hair salons in Michigan due to the coronavirus, 

you couldn’t surf the web on any given day without jokes and memes about how much women—
and men—were missing their hair appointments.

On June 5, 2020, Governor Whitmer announced that hair salons and barbershops across the 
state could reopen as of June 15. Many Stockbridge area salons and barbers were poised to open 
that very day and happy to welcome their customers back. But it’s far from “business as usual,” as 
owners and stylists at local salons can attest.

Due to social distancing requirements that are still in play, most salons are not taking walk-ins 
and for some, even appointment-taking has been streamlined with an eye to minimizing contact. 

Hair salons in Michigan reopen to the relief of appreciative Stockbridge-area clients

Mary Jo David

“Clients contact us directly now, so we aren’t touching each other’s books and the phone,” explained Angie Stolarz, a stylist at 
Munith Mane Event owned by Krysti Bunce. 

The salon owners and stylists interviewed for this column all attested to earning the Barbicide COVID-19 online 
certification to learn what it takes to avoid infection in the salon—not just for combs and brushes, but for their full stations and 
any surface a client or employee comes in contact with. Salon owners have incurred higher expenses as a result of purchasing 
specialized cleaning products, making sure masks are on hand for those who don’t bring one, and implementing other 
precautions that were not necessary pre-COVID.

In addition, everyone is working longer hours. The days of having one client under the dryer while beginning a haircut 
on another are becoming a distant memory. Instead, due to limited floor space and distancing requirements, many salons are 

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

requesting their customers wait outside the salon until the stylist is finished with his or her customer. 
Most rely on phone calls from clients to know when they’re waiting outside. Thanks to available parking in front of her shop, Bonnie Puckett, co-owner of Hairworks 

2 in Gregory, has implemented a “Red means stop. Green means go” sign indicator in her shop window so clients know when it is safe to come into the shop.
Salons are using touchless thermometers to ensure clients are fever-free when they come into the shop. All patrons and salon employees are required to wear masks. 

If a client has a legitimate medical reason for not wearing a mask or if the procedure being performed does not allow for mask-wearing, the stylist must wear a shield in 
addition to a mask.

“Clients have been very understanding and we haven’t had any outrage over wearing the masks,” noted James Wireman, co-owner with Samantha Sanchez of Focus 
on U in downtown Stockbridge. “But when you have to put on a face shield, it feels like you’re getting ready to perform surgery to do a lip wax!”

“I had some customers who complained about the masks being political,” said Puckett. “But I positioned it as a health thing and emphasized that I am following CDC 
guidelines to keep everyone healthy. I really think this is the new normal until a vaccine is available.”

Stolarz had her own personal challenges with the new requirements. “After my 
first 10-hour day and having asthma, I had a breakdown and didn’t think I could go 
back to doing hair. I had to take ‘mask-breaks’ and fine-tune the new rules with my 
doctor.”

All mentioned they are doing their part to avoid penalties from the state. In early 
June, Michigan’s Court of Claims ruled that penalties under Governor Whitmer’s 
emergency actions are limited to misdemeanors with up to 90 days in jail or a $500 
fine. However, as reported by MLIVE in a June 8 article on the subject, “If the 
infractions are additionally a violation of the Michigan Occupational Safety and 
Health Act, those penalties would have to be issued separately under that law,” 
according to Court of Claims Judge Christopher M. Murray.

Stolarz pointed out that the state has issued mandated rules and also some 
recommendations. “One of the recommendations is to ask clients not to talk—yeah 
right! They have not seen us in three months; clients are not going to follow that 
recommendation!” She says that, overall, clients are “happy to get in, socialize, 
and leave feeling better about themselves.” In fact, that was a major take-away for 
Stolarz from the re-opening experience. “I didn’t realize how I am some people’s 
only source of conversation and companionship—it’s so much more than just styling 
hair.”

Wireman acknowledges that many of his customers are more than merely clients. 
“When we were closed, I had a lot of clients who reached out and asked to buy gift 
certificates for the rest of the year to help us stay on our feet. I couldn’t believe the 
outpouring of care.”

Puckett looks back on the experience this way: “I lost three months of business, 
but I’m not looking back. I hope we’ve all learned from this how important hygiene 
is and how we need to think of others’ health, not just our own. Some of my older 
clients—I see them more than their own families do. I need to do what I can to keep 
me healthy so I can keep them healthy.”

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. 
She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the 
Stockbridge Community News.

During the state’s COVID-19 hair-
salon shutdown, salon customers were 
desperate to get their hair colored. Photo 
credit: Facebook meme. Photographer 
unknown
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We have placed a great deal of thought and consideration in providing a safe environment for 
students to return to school. However, we understand that there may be families that prefer an 
online-only option in phase 4. We fully support our parents who choose to select an online-only 
option for the coming school year. 

As we plan for next year against an environment of unknowns, we will continue to follow the 
guidance and recommendations from the Governor’s office, Ingham County Health Department, and 
Michigan Department of Education. We ask that you continue to remain flexible as new information 
and decisions from our region and state can quickly change our planning at a local level. Further, be 
prepared for the possibility of the district calendar to be adjusted for dates and times. Currently, our 
school year start date for students continues to be August 24th. 

School safety is our top priority. The health and well-being of everyone is paramount. Stay safe 
and Go Panthers.

Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich
Superintendent Stockbridge Community Schools

Superintendent page 8
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Presenting the Top 5 greatest athletes from Stockbridge since 2000
Article reprinted with permission from MLive. Reporter Josh VanDyke
Panther pride is on full display with our latest edition of the Top 5 greatest athletes project.
We asked the readers of MLive and the Jackson Citizen Patriot to help us identify the schools they wanted to see highlighted in our biweekly historical project and 

Stockbridge was a cut above the rest of the competition in last week’s polls.
Earlier in May, we took a look through the Grass Lake history books to compile our list of the Top 5 greatest athletes for the Warriors in the last 20 years. 

Today, we will do the same with the Stockbridge Panthers and their long list of impressive student-athletes.
Now, let’s take a look at the Top 5 greatest athletes to play for Stockbridge in the past 20 years.

Sarah Caskey-McAlister, Class of 2001
Caskey excelled as a 

basketball and softball standout 
for the Panthers, earning All-State 
honors in both sports during her 
prep career.

As a basketball player, Caskey 
helped lead the Panthers to a 21-3 
record, the Ingham County League 
championship, a district title, and 
a regional finals appearance in 
2000. She holds program records 
for assists in a game (12), season 
(170), and career (449). A knee 
injury as a junior forced her to 
miss 13 games and ultimately 
prevented her from breaking the 
school’s scoring record of 1,015, 
as she finished with 990 points.

As a softball player, Caskey 
helped the Panthers to three district championships. She also 
holds school records for career hits (201), doubles (46), and 
batting average (.498), as well as batting average and triples in a 
season. As a senior, Caskey recorded a .580 batting average with 
51 hits, 13 doubles, three triples, 28 RBI, and two home runs.

Caskey continued her softball and basketball careers at Albion 
College, where she etched her name the Britons record book. She 
went on to become the all-time leading scorer in Albion women’s 
basketball history with 1,448 career points and points in a season 
(463 in 2004-05). She also holds school records for most free-
throw attempts in a season (164) and most free throws made (139) 
and is 10th all-time in career rebounds (477). She is also fifth 
all-time for points scored in a single game with 34 points against 
Alma during a Jan. 31, 2004, game and helped the Britons to a 
school-record 25 wins during the 2004-05 season.

Stockbridge's Sarah Caskey brings 
the ball into play against Dewitt's 
Christi Drayton. (MLive file photo/
SCOTT STONER)

Phillip McLellan, Class of 2001
McLellan was a three-sport standout 

for the Panthers, excelling at cross 
country, track and wrestling.

As a cross country runner, McLellan 
finished runner-up at the 2000 cross 
country state finals with a time of 
15:47.30. He was a three-time All-
Conference selection and an All-State 
selection in 2000. He was named the 
Jackson Citizen Patriot Runner of the 
Year in 2000 and was a member of the 
Citizen Patriot’s All-Decade boys cross 
country team from 2000-10.

As a wrestler, McLellan was a 
two-time All-State performer for the 
Panthers. He finished sixth overall in the 
135-pound division of the 2001 Division 
3 individual state meet after compiling 
a 41-7 record that winter. As a junior, 
McLellan reached the state semifinals at 

the 130-pound division before finishing fifth overall.
As a track athlete, McLellan was a two-time All-State 

performer on the 3,200-meter relay team in 2001 and 2000. As 
a junior, McLellan helped the Panthers 3,200-meter relay team 
to a runner-up finish at the Division 3 state finals with a time of 
8:05.45. As a senior, he was a member of the 3,200-meter relay 
team that finished seventh overall with a time of 8:10.82.

McLellan went on to run both cross country and track and 
field at Michigan State University.

Stockbridge's Phillip 
McLellan finished first 
and led the Panthers to the 
team title in the Division 
3 boys race at the Jackson 
Invitational at Ella Sharp 
Park. (MLive file photo/J. 
SCOTT PARK).

Brandon Grybas, Class of 2002
Grybas was a cross country and 

track standout for the Panthers, earning 
All-State honors twice in both sports.

As a cross country runner, 
Grybas won the 2001 Division 3 state 
championship as a senior with a time 
of 15 minutes, 57 seconds. He raced 
past 20 runners during the first mile 
of the race and held off Battle Creek 
Pennfield’s Aaron Nasers during the 
final stretch to earn the program’s third 
individual boys cross country state title 
(Tim Boring in 1996; Rich Bradshaw 
in 1981). As a junior, Grybas finished 
seventh at the Division 3 state finals 
with a time of 16:08.50. He was one of 
four members of the Stockbridge team 
that placed in the top eight and helped 

the Panthers to a third-place overall finish with 103 points.
He was a three-time All-Conference selection, a two-time All-

State selection, the 2001 Jackson Citizen Patriot Runner of the 
Year and a member of the Citizen Patriot’s All-Decade boys cross 
country team for 2000-10.

As a track athlete, Grybas was a two-time All-State performer 
for the Panthers. He was a member of the 3,200-meter relay team 
that finished runner-up at the Division 3 state finals with a time of 
8:05.45 in 2000 and was a state runner-up in the 3,200-meter run 
with a time of 9:40.26 as a senior in 2002.

Brandon Grybas, of 
Stockbridge, finished first in 
Division 3 at the State Cross 
Country Meet at Michigan 
Speedway. (MLive file photo/
SCOTT STONER).

Jeff O'Brien, Class of 2011
O’Brien was a 

football and basketball 
standout for the 
Panthers during his prep 
career, earning All-State 
honors twice in football 
in 2009 and 2010.

The four-year 
starter at quarterback 
for the Panthers 
helped the program 
to back-to-back 
playoff appearances 
in 2009 and 2010. In 

2009, O’Brien led the Panthers to the program’s first conference 
championship since 1976.

As a junior, O’Brien rushed 1,246 yards and threw for 1,451 
yards. As a senior, he rushed for 807 yards and passed for 1,896 
yards. He threw for a combined 44 touchdowns and only seven 
interceptions during his junior and senior seasons. As a basketball 
standout, O’Brien was a skilled playmaker for the Panthers. He 
is the third-highest scorer in Stockbridge boys basketball history 
with 1,121 points and holds school records for steals in a game 
(9), season (96), and career (236).

He continued his football career at Grand Valley State 
University.

Stockbridge quarterback Jeff O'Brien throws the 
ball during the MHSAA district final game against 
Fr. Gabriel Richard at Fr. Gabriel Richard High 
School in Ann Arbor on Nov. 6, 2010. (MLive file 
photo/ANGELA J. CESERE).

Mason Gee-Montgomery, Class of 2017

Mason Gee-Montgomery, Stockbridge MLive 
Media Group

Honorable Mentions
Montgomery was 

a standout football 
and basketball player 
for the Panthers, 
earning All-State 
honors three times in 
football.

As a three-year 
starter at quarterback 
for the Panthers, 

Gee-Montgomery threw for 8,269 yards and an MHSAA-
record 124 touchdowns. He also holds a state record 
for consecutive completions in a game with 22 against 
Vermontville Maple Valley during a 2015 game.

His name appears 37 times in the MHSAA record book, 
including touchdown passes in a season (51), rushing 
attempts in a game (43), passing yards in a game (476), 
passing yards in a season (3,122), passing attempts in a 
career (866), passing completions in a game (36), passing 
completions in a season (601), passing touchdowns in a 
quarter (5), passing touchdowns in a half (7), and passing 
touchdowns in a game (8).

Montgomery is currently a member of the Case Western 
Reserve University football program.

Warren Krueger
Zoey Hohmann
Tylin Ayers
Rylee Tolson
Micah Beauregard
Dave Blanchard
Eric Bradbury
Emily Breslin
Kolby Canfield
Austin Cimala
Kelsey Crockett
Gerald Gendernalik
Jasmine Holloway
Tom Houk
Samantha Knepley
Matt Kunzelman
Nick Lovachis
Nick Moore
Ray Partin
Marcus Prigge
Kyle Shropshire

Christina Watson
Jessie Taylor
Scott Watson
Tara Hall
Gwen Rogozinski
Chris Hall
Alex Rose
Jacquelyn Goodlock
Audra Goodlock
Rhet Smith
Nate Marcum
Brandon Marshall
Josh Riley
Nicole Whitehead
Jessica Lister
Bri Taylor
Melissa Smith
Austin Fillmore
Kael Bunce
Marcus McWilliams


