
Stockbridge community honors the resilient
Class of 2020 by unveiling a special plaque

by Mary Jo David
May 31: An enthusiastic crowd assembled 

at the Stockbridge Township Square to honor 
the Stockbridge High School Class of 2020. 
With so many graduation traditions having to be 
canceled, postponed or redefined for this class 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the community 
came together to show its support of these 
resilient high school seniors. 

Graduates made the most of photo 
opportunities against a large Stockbridge 
Panther backdrop erected for the occasion. 
At promptly 3:20 p.m., Senior High 
School Principal Jeff Trapp, Junior High 
School Principal Meghan Kunzelman, and 
representatives from the Stockbridge Area 

The Class of 2020 plaque was displayed in the gazebo for a 
few days and then moved to its new home at Stockbridge High 
School. Photo provided by Mary Jo David

Chamber of Commerce were on hand for the unveiling of a special tribute plaque honoring the Class 
of 2020.

Trapp spoke at the event, emphasizing the importance of community coming together in support 
of this special class. He thanked the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce for approaching him 
to ask how their organization could help recognize the Class of 2020. 

See Plaque on page 5.

Unadilla robbery suspects taken 
into custody

Volunteers tend area gardens in shifts
to maintain social distancing

by Judy Williams and Patrice Johnson
In the past, Stockbridge Township has 

depended on the Stockbridge Area Garden Club 
to plant and maintain flowers in the areas around 
the Civil War statue on the Township Square 
and under the flagpole at Oaklawn Cemetery. 
Unadilla Township has enlisted the group to 
plant Gregory’s roadside. The garden club’s 
challenge was clear: How to perform a volunteer 
maintenance project to assist Stockbridge and 
Unadilla townships in the face of a mandate of 
no social gatherings due to COVID-19? This 
could not be the usual club activity this year.

On May 20, project Divide and Conquer 
kicked into action. Volunteers worked in shifts 

At 9 a.m, Crew 1 arrives. Debbie Shellenbarger and Jeannine 
Wayman (front), Dorothy Craft and Connie Risner (back) till 
the soil, remove recalcitrant roots, and apply fertilizer and pest 
repellent. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

of small groups staying a minimum of six feet apart and wearing masks. 
Week ahead: Jean Bliss worked alone to clear Stockbridge Township Square gardens of weeds. 
Saturday, May 16: Molly Howlett beat the rain to plant the flag garden at Woodlawn Cemetery. 
Early Wednesday morning, May 20: Laura Morehouse of Tulip Tree Gardens dropped off flats of 

flowers, fertilizer and mulch.
9 a.m: The tiller team arrived. Dorothy Craft, Connie Risner, Debbie Shellenbarger and Jeannine 

Wayman convened in Stockbridge to till the soil, remove recalcitrant roots, apply fertilizer and pest 
repellent around the base of the Civil War statue honoring Civil War soldiers and sailors. 

10 a.m: Planters Connie Spadafore, Normi Spadafore, Sue Lindemer, Roberta Ludtke and 
Tammy Porter descended on Stockbridge to set flowers around the statue. 

See Volunteers on page 5.

The following news release contains an update from the Unadilla 
Township Police Department about arrests made in relation to the 
February robbery of the Unadilla Store. There is some suspicion that 
these suspects were also involved in the April robbery of the store; 
however, the Michigan State Police have not yet brought charges for 
that second robbery.

Three suspects accused of breaking into the Unadilla Store in 
Unadilla Township on Feb. 1 have been identified and charged. 
The three Dansville men, 26-year-old Travis Sprague, 18-year-old 
Connor Marshall and a 16-year-old juvenile are being charged 
with breaking and entering, safe breaking and possession of 
burglary tools.

See Unadilla on page 14.

Three more suspects charged in 
connection with fatal shooting 
near Stockbridge

Article reprinted 
with permission from 
the Lansing State 
Journal

by Ken Palmer
Three more people 

have been charged 
in connection with 
the fatal shooting of 
a Lansing man near From Yalla Studios

Stockbridge in March, bringing the total number of defendants in 
the case to five, police said.

Garylee Dexter and Devon Baldwin already faced murder and 
murder conspiracy charges stemming from the death of Bradley 
Wicks, 40, who was dropped off at McLaren Hospital with a 
gunshot wound on March 30 and died the next day.

In a Facebook posting on June 19, the Ingham County 
Sheriff's Office said three other people now face felony charges in 
connection with the case.

Lisa Rene Burgess, 47, of DeWitt, and Jennifer Lee Alleman, 
47, of Laingsburg, were arraigned June 18 in 55th District Court 
on charges of witness intimidation and conspiracy to commit 
witness intimidation.

See Shooting on page 7.
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Staff Spotlight: A winding path led Bonnie Rattai 
to students who love her at Smith Elementary

Bonnie Rattai is a well-loved paraprofessional at Smith Elementary. 
Here she is pictured with her family (from left to right): Son-in-law-
to-be Jeremiah Stevens, daughter Samantha, Bonnie, husband Rick, 
and daughter Victoria. Photo credit Brian Frazzini

by Amy Haggerty
For the past 11 years, we 

have been very fortunate to have 
Bonnie Rattai in the Stockbridge 
Community School District. 
Working at Smith Elementary 
School as a paraprofessional, she 
assists students with disabilities, and 
she accomplishes this with grace and 
ease. 

Rattai exhibits so many of the 
characteristics that are important for 
her job. She’s patient, and she loves 
and genuinely cares about each one 
of her students. 

“I love my students. When they 
see me, they give me hugs!” Rattai 
said.

Rattai grew up in the Hartland, 
Mich., area where she attended high school and played varsity basketball for four years. After high 
school, she attended Oakland Community College for two years and played basketball there until 
receiving a full basketball scholarship to play for the NCAA at the University of Alabama in Mobile. 

After college, Rattai came home to Michigan and tried a number of jobs before she landed here in 
Stockbridge. She worked at a retirement home in Brighton and then went to Blue Cross Blue Shield 
and Thermafil. Next, she moved onto work in juvenile court as a court recorder and 
then the Prosecutor’s Office in Howell. Later she owned her own day care center in 
Hartland for six years. After all that, she came to the Stockbridge area in 2006 and 
worked as a crossing guard for nine years. Needless to say, Stockbridge is lucky 
she eventually found her way to working with the kids at Smith Elementary as a 
parapro. 

What she likes most about working for the Stockbridge district is her co-workers 
and the students. She offers great advice to the students she assists. “Never give up 
and always dream big! Also, be kind to one another, be true to yourself, and don’t 
change just to fit into groups.” 

Rattai works with kindergarten through second grades. Brad Edwards, 
principal at Smith Elementary, said this about Rattai, “She’s a very dedicated 
paraprofessional who takes pride in taking great care of all the students she works 
with.”  

Rattai feels fortunate to have had the opportunity to play basketball in school 
and travel to see different parts of the United States. But the highlight of her life 
was marrying her husband and growing their family together. Rattai married her 
husband, Rick, in 1994, and they have two daughters, Samantha, 22, and Victoria, 
19. Recently, the Rattai family has grown once again, as a new grandson—
Callahan—was born in April.  

Her parents, Gary and Kathy, are credited with being the most influential people 
in Rattai’s life. “They were great role models for me and were always there for our 
schoolwork and sporting events,” she explained. 

Rattai also commends Jane Clarke, former administrator for Stockbridge 
Schools, for being there for her during her school years in Hartland. 

In addition to spotlighting her great work, Stockbridge Community News would 
also like to wish Rattai a happy birthday on July 19! So if you see her around town, 
be sure to extend wishes to her for a great day!  
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Stockbridge Chamber cuts ribbon 
on new Heet's Custom Cycles

L-R: Keven Numinen, Chamber vice president; Jodelle Sparks, Chamber 
president; Mike (Heet) Wilson of Heet's Custom Cycles; C.G. Lantis, 
township board chairman and Lantis Auto Shop; Molly Howlett, village 
president and Daryl Anderson, SDDA chairman. Photo credit Jodelle Sparks

by Patrice Johnson and Jodelle Sparks
Sunday, May 31, Mike (Heet) Wilson of Heet’s Custom Cycles 

opened its doors with a ribbon-cutting event in Stockbridge. Now, 
motorcycle service repair and consignment sales are the order of 
the day at 5122 S. M-106 (formerly a CarQuest and NAPA store). 

Among well-wishers on hand to cut the ribbon were Keven 
Numinen, vice president of the Stockbridge Chamber of 
Commerce; Jodelle Sparks, Chamber president; C.G. Lantis, 
township board chairman and Lantis Auto Shop; Molly Howlett, 
village president and Daryl Anderson, Stockbridge Downtown 
Development Authority chairman. 

Wilson, who grew up in Colorado and lived in Indiana before 
moving to Michigan, was partnered with a friend and operating a 
motorcycle shop in Hell, Mich. Then his partner moved away and 
the opportunity to set up shop in Stockbridge, “fell in my lap,” 
he said. A friend introduced him to C.G. Lantis, and Lantis had a 
building vacancy. 

Why come here? “There have been nothing but blessings in 
Stockbridge,” Wilson said, enthusiasm evident in his voice. He 
expressed appreciation to Lantis and myriad members of the 
community, adding, “There’s a great support system throughout 
the area.” 

Wilson already has three bikes for sale, and three coming in 
this week. “I specialize American V-Twins,” he said, and as the 
business grows, he hopes to employ additional help. 

SDDA moves ahead on crowdfunding project for 
Stockbridge TIF district

by Mary Jo David
The Stockbridge Downtown Development 

Authority (SDDA) is making progress on the 
launch of a new crowdfunding initiative to benefit 
businesses in the downtown TIF (Tax Increment 
Financing) district. Geri Uihlein, SDDA vice 
president, proposed the yet-unnamed project at 
the organization’s May 28 meeting, followed by 
a board vote to move the project idea forward. 
At a special follow-up meeting held on June 18, 
the SDDA voted to appoint local businesswoman Photo credit Unsplash.com: My Life Through a Lens

Teresa Miller as consultant to help complete the campaign and budgeted $1,500 for the project.
In general, crowdfunding is used to raise money for a project (or projects) through the collective 

efforts of donors, usually online—think Kickstarter or GoFundMe. In the case of the SDDA 
project, Patronicity has been identified as a local Michigan platform with a solid reputation for 
crowdfunding for better communities. They have worked with small towns like Blissfield, Saline, 
Holly and Milan to help them set, reach and sometimes surpass their crowdfunding goals.

In 2019, Miller, formerly of Agile T Marketing, became the president of Total Local, which 
publishes community marketing guides throughout the area. Her background in marketing strategies 
and services along with her longtime business presence in downtown Stockbridge prompted the 
SDDA to seek out Miller to help launch its crowdfunding project.

“Based on the information put forth by Geri Uihlein to the board, we felt the crowdfunding idea 
was definitely worth exploring. At tonight’s meeting, we identified a local businessperson right here 
in town to manage the project,” reported Daryl Anderson, president of the Stockbridge DDA.

“Execution is everything,” Uihlein remarked as she underscored the importance of having an 
experienced consultant and an established platform vendor identified for this community-based 
crowdfunding initiative.

With Miller as consultant and the Patronicity platform, the Stockbridge DDA hopes to develop a 
successful program to raise collective funds to benefit businesses in the group’s TIF district. 

Kintsugi: The art of repairing broken pottery with 
seams of precious metals

by Amy Heydlauff
In the past two weeks, I randomly heard kintsugi mentioned 

twice. So, I looked it up. It’s the art of repairing broken pottery 
with seams of precious metals. This pottery is considered more 
beautiful and valuable because of the mending. Wikipedia says 
kintsugi is an embracing of the flawed or imperfect. In fact, 
sometimes they embrace the pottery with the least appealing 
repairs as the most beautiful. 

What an amazing analogy to our lives! As they say, no one is 
perfect. In fact, it is the mended breaks in our lives that make us 

Photo credit: https://www.treehugger.
com/what-is-kintsugi-4863925

beautiful. More valuable. When we are broken, we struggle to see our value. But, by working to fix 
the breaks, we become better. We heal with precious seams. 

Let’s take the analogy further. Those broken bowls and serving dishes? Do they sit on the shelf, 
demonstrating their beauty? No. These kintsugi masters put the repaired pottery right back into 
service. 

See Kintsugi on page 9. 
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SCN board member wins second-place award 
in national contest for Memorial Day article

by Agnes Geiger
It was a loving sister's heartfelt story of losing her 18-year-old 

brother in the Vietnam War with a moving remembrance from a 
young Marine who escorted the body home and stayed with her 
family until after the funeral.

"Memorial Day: More than just a three-day weekend," by SCN 
writer and board member Judy Williams, received a second-place 
award in the National Communications Contest of the National 
Federation of Press Women.

"To receive a second-place writing award from an organization 
of professional women and men in the field of communications 
is especially gratifying," Williams said. "This story was difficult 
for me to write. My emotions caused me to stop and put the story 
away many times."

Williams' brother, John Donohue, enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps at age 17.  He turned 18 on Aug. 4, 1968, was sent to 
Vietnam on Sept. 7. Nine days later, on Sept. 16, he was killed in 
combat.

Marine Jim Aust, then 21 years old, was assigned the honor 
of escorting the body of John Donohue back to his family in the 

small town of Gregory, Mich. The day of John's funeral, Aust said, was the most heart-wrenching of 
his life. Years later, he found John's name on The Wall in Washington, D.C., put his hand over it and 
remembered his mom, dad and sister.

Williams said as the bereaved sister of a fallen Marine, she attends Memorial Day services each 
year and notes the smaller crowds. "Have people forgotten that Memorial Day is more than just a 
three-day weekend?" she asks. 

The article was first published in the Stockbridge Community News in May 2019, as a tribute for 
Memorial Day. It was reprinted in SCN's May 2020 edition, after winning first place in NFPW's at-

 "To receive a second-place writ-
ing award from an organization of 
professional women and men in the 
field of communications is especially 
gratifying," Judy Williams (pictured 
above) said. "This story was difficult 
for me to write. My emotions caused 
me to stop and put the story away 
many times."

large contest and qualifying for the national competition.
In winning the national award, Williams' article was judged against other first-

place state entries in the Specialty Articles and Personal Essays category.  
Judges in the at-large contest noted how Williams captured the true meaning of 

Memorial Day.
"Your story had me in tears," said one. "Such a touching and sad story."
"This is a tough story to tell ... and to hear."
" ... a touching tribute and reminder of what Memorial Day is all about."
However, many others also found meaning in the story of her family's loss and 

brother's sacrifice.
"It's been wonderful having my kids say that they've shared this article with many 

of their friends and they've expressed how proud they are of me for sharing the true 
meaning of Memorial Day," Williams said.

See Williams on page 7.
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Rural perspectives
Article and photo by Rose Collison
The dandelion, a common meadow herb of the 

sunflower family, is one of the first wildflowers to greet 
us during early spring mornings. It then closes in the 
evening to go to sleep.

Every part of the dandelion is useful: from its root, 
to its leaves, to its cheery, yellow blossom. It can be 
used for food, medicine and clothing dye, and in the 
production of wine and root beer. Dandelion root, like 

Nature's geometric pattern bursts with 
beauty and a wide array of uses.

chicory, can be savored as a substitute for coffee and is high in vitamin A and C. It 
is also used in folk medicine to treat infections and liver disorders.

Tea made of dandelion acts as a diuretic, 
and its blossoms have been used to treat warts, 
clear skin complexion, and heal blisters.

Dandelions are also an important source 
for pollinators. The flowers provide the first 
life-sustaining nectar for honey and mason 
bees in the spring.

Within days of shedding their yellow 
petals, dandelions develop a unique geometric 
white globe composed of white seed stems. 
Birds feast on the tiny seeds, and what seed 
stems are left over, blow off the plant and fall 
to the earth in nearby areas. 

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and 
manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area 
for a number of years.

Plaque page 1

The unveiled Class of 2020 tribute 
plaque, which lists the class members 
by name, is truly representative of 
a community effort as many of the 
Chamber’s area businesses had a hand in 
making it a reality. RTC Enviro-Fab, Inc., 
of Munith, built and donated the plaque. 
Then Stockbridge businesses stepped in to 
finish the plaque, including efforts on the 
part of the Kightlingers’ My Body Shop 
(painting), Marcy Tracy’s Main Street 
Printing (graphics), and CG Lantis’ The 
Auto Shop (transport/set up).

Behind the plaque in the Stockbridge 
Gazebo was a large screen for showing 
off a video of this year’s seniors. The 
beautiful sunny day was perfect for the 
unveiling but, unfortunately, made it 
difficult to view the video. However, 
Trapp reminded the assembled crowd 

Prior to the plaque unveiling, Stockbridge 
High School Principal Jeff Trapp is joined by 
Junior High Principal Meghan Kunzelman 
(left), as well as the Panther mascot and 
representatives of the Stockbridge Area 
Chamber of Commerce to explain the 
community effort that went into this day of 
honoring the SHS senior class. Photo credit 
Mary Jo David

that the celebration would be continuing with an Honors video being emailed out to 
class members later and a commemorative lighting of the stadium at the high school 
scheduled for 9:20 p.m. that evening. Stadium lights were turned on for 20 minutes 
and 20 seconds in honor of the graduates and residents were encouraged to turn on 
porch lights during that same time to show their support of the Class of 2020.

One of the seniors attending in cap and gown was Emmalee Laraway, who 
explained her feelings this way, “The end of the year has been super confusing and 
put a damper on graduation. It feels kind of like our senior year was taken away 
from us.” A trio of graduates—Josh Lewis, Chris Hall and John Morris—admitted 
that it’s hard to know how to feel since this is the only high school graduation year 
they’ll ever experience. However, all three wished they could have finished the year 
out in a normal fashion.  Cassandra Chapman, also a graduating senior, had a bit of 
a different take on the situation, “It’s sad how it ended, but I view it like our class 
is making history. We will always be a class to remember, and I think we should be 
known for our perseverance and flexibility.”

10 a.m. to noon: The Gregory crew of Bev Glynn, Judy Williams, and Dennis 
and Linda Petsch gathered to plant 15 flats of petunias along the main intersection of 
town.

11 a.m: The mulcher-edger-cleanup crew arrived in Stockbridge with Jean Bliss, 
Susan Daily, Patrice Johnson, Sue Lindemer and Tammy Porter applying mulch, 
edging around the statue, and cleaning up the considerable mess. 

By 1 o'clock, the beautification project was accomplished in a safe and 
responsible way. Thanks to many helping hands (and sore backs), beautiful flowers 
now brighten our community.

Volunteers page 1

Crew 2 arrives sets to work at 10 a.m. Sue Lindemer, Roberta Ludtke, Connie Spadafore, Normi 
Spadafore and Tammy Porter plant flowers around the statue honoring Civil War soldiers and 
sailors. Photo credit Patrice Johnson
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Think you know the area? Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is selecting 
a mystery location within Stockbridge School 
District. Names of readers who correctly identify 
the subject of the photo will be entered into a 
drawing, and one overall winner will be selected.

July's winner will receive a $20 Farmers State 
Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you 

July's ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

to Farmers State Bank. Congratulations to last month's winner, Tracy Harris for 
correctly identifying the photo of the silo on Henney Road.

To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose}, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift 
card. Photo credit Rose Collison

Entries must be dated or postmarked 
no later than July 8.

Only entries through email or snail 
mail will be accepted. No Facebook or 
website comments will be entered in the 
drawing.
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Shooting page 1

Williams page 4
Williams, a founding director of SCN who also serves as SCN treasurer, 

was honored that her work was recognized by NFPW national contest for the 
third straight year. Last year, she won an honorable mention for the "Thank You 
Veterans" stories. In 2018, she and others contributed to a series of articles about 
veterans that took first place in the Special Series category. She also helped work 
on a project for "Stockbridge Community News celebrates one-year anniversary" 
that earned a second-place award in the Marketing Program or Campaign category.

Winners of the 2020 national contest were honored in an online ceremony 
June 6, after NFPW's national conference was canceled because of coronavirus 
concerns. The conference was reset for 2021 in Little Rock, Ark.

NFPW is a nationwide organization of women and men pursuing careers 
across the communications spectrum, including print and electronic journalism, 
freelancing, new media, books, public relations, marketing, graphic design, 
photography, advertising, radio and television.

Meanwhile, Christina Morgan-Ann Burnett, 37, of Holt, was charged May 6 
with evidence tampering and being an accessory to a felony, court records show.

All of those charges are felonies.
Authorities on June 18 also added charges of witness intimidation and 

conspiracy to commit witness intimidation against Dexter, 26, of Stockbridge, 
sheriff's officials said.

Wicks was shot at a house in the 3700 block of Haynes Road in Bunker Hill 
Township.

Police believe Dexter orchestrated the murder and convinced Baldwin to 
pull the trigger,  a sheriff's detective testified at a hearing that resulted in murder 
charges being issued against the two men.

Text messages from Wicks were among the evidence linking Dexter to the 
killing, the detective said.

An attorney listed for Burnett in court records could not be reached on June 19. 
It was unclear if Burgess and Alleman are represented by attorneys.



July 2020Stockbridge Community News8

Superintendent's Desk
Dear SCS Families:
Thank you for your support and partnership as we continue to work 

through plans to reopen our schools. On Wednesday, June 17, Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer announced that schools in Michigan can reopen 
for in-person instruction this fall. It was also announced that a more 
detailed plan is forthcoming regarding rules for school districts on how 
to reopen safely. The detailed plan on how to safely reopen Michigan 
Schools is called “Return to School Roadmap” and is scheduled to 
be announced on June 30th. We are optimistic and confident that our 

Karl Heidrich

district-wide committee now known as Stockbridge Strong: Education Reimagined, will develop 
excellent curriculum and learning opportunities that will meet the needs of all of our students and 
families for next school year.

Stockbridge Strong: Education Reimagined will continue to focus on different scenarios for 
returning to school. As we await the Governor’s Executive Order and “Return to School Roadmap” 
on June 30th, the committee will continue to review the work that has been put into place and 
will integrate the Governor’s orders within our plan. We expect to have our return to school plan 
completed by the end of July. We also plan on keeping parents informed with periodic summer 
updates and a parent forum in July with the opportunity to ask questions about our upcoming school 
year. Our exploration and planning continues and includes examining in-person instruction, online 
instruction, and the combination of both known as hybrid instruction. Additionally, our committee is 
reviewing school operations and safety guidelines, community engagement and mental health, and 
school equity that promotes a positive school culture.

We understand that even with all of the proper and mandated safety procedures in place, some 
families may not feel comfortable sending their children to school. For those families, we will offer 
a fully online option that offers the core courses (math, science, social studies, ELA) as well as 
elective courses. The program will be available for all students Kindergarten through 12th grade. 
Our online option is a rigorous online program offered through a third party vendor but managed by 
Stockbridge teachers. More detailed information and registration details regarding our full online 
option will be available at a later date when we announce our completed return to school plan.

Currently, the state budget for schools continues to forecast a steep decline. State revenue 
for schools is $1 billion short in the current school year and $1.2 billion in revenue for the next 
school year. This amount is unprecedented. On a local level, we could see reductions in per-pupil 
funding of $700 or more per student for next year. A new federal stimulus bill for state and local 
governments would assist with closing this financial loss. One advantage our district has is that 
we have been conservative in spending over several years and have built up cash reserves. Higher 
cash reserves will be of great assistance in preserving our educational programs and will also assist 
in limiting reduction in the workforce. We will continue to work over the summer with a goal in 
mind to find strategies to preserve and protect our educational programs and interests for the school 
district community by finding reductions that do not directly impact students.

We want to also remind our parents and students that we are here for you all summer long and 
are committed to opening up next fall in the safest way possible. Our number one priority will 
always be to offer a safe learning environment and campus for students. Finally, our pre-planning 
for opening next fall remains very dynamic and fluid. Our committee and administrative team will 
continue to plan and prepare in advance of the announcement on June 30th. We appreciate your 
patience, support, and understanding as we move towards July with a much more detailed and 
solidified educational reopening plan.

Please call at 517-851-7188 or email at heidrick@panthernet.net at any time. We continue to look 
forward to our August 24th school start date.

Go Panthers!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich
Superintendent Stockbridge Community Schools

Ask an Expert: 
How is the 
Insurance 
Reform Act going 
to affect claims
handling?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
On July 1, Michigan Auto Insurance Reform goes into effect. This is 

supposed to provide insurance coverage options and lower rates, while 
maintaining the highest benefits in the country, and strengthening consumer 
protections. There is a lot to this new law, and everyone should talk to his or 
her agent so he or she can choose the right personal injury protection for his/
her needs. Each insurance company will be required to reduce PIP medical 
premiums. Your premium will depend on the coverage you select. On average, 
20-30% savings are expected.

In the new law, there is a lot of new consumer protection laws that protect 
people during the claims process and only applies to new or renewed policies 
after July 1. This means you may want to renew ASAP. Some examples are: 

Elimination of Non-Driving Factors: The new law prohibits auto insurance 
companies from using sex, marital status, home ownership, credit score, 
educational level, occupation and ZIP codes in setting your auto insurance rates.

Fraud Investigation Unit: A newly-established unit investigates criminal 
and fraudulent activity related to the insurance and financial markets and works 
with Attorney General law enforcement to prosecute these crimes.

Michigan Catastrophic Claims Association (MCCA) Transparency: The 
MCCA is now required to provide an annual report to the Legislature, post an 
annual consumer statement on their website and is subject to an audit by DIFS 
every three years.

Prior Approval: Auto insurance rates and policies must now be filed with 
and approved by DIFS prior to being offered to consumers.

Fines and Penalties: The new law allows for increased fines on insurance 
companies, agencies and licensed agents for certain violations of the law.

Consumers rights: Under the Michigan Insurance Code, you have 
important rights governing the payment of benefits from your auto insurance 
company. Upon receipt of an auto insurance claim, Michigan law requires your 
auto insurance company to do the following:

• Tell you within 30 days of the auto insurance company being informed of 
the loss, what information is needed to handle your claim.
• Pay any part of your claim the auto insurance company has received
proper supporting documentation (proof of loss) for and pay the rest of your
claim when proper supporting documentation is received.
See Expert on page 9.
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Red White and
Blueberry Trifle

1. Cut cake into 1-in. (2.5-cm) cubes; set aside. Hull fresh 
strawberries and cut into quarters. Set aside 1/2 cup (125 mL) of 
the fresh strawberries and 1/2 cup (125 mL) of the blueberries 
for garnish. In Classic Batter Bowl, combine remaining fresh and 
frozen strawberries; mix well.
2. In Stainless (4-qt./4-L) Mixing Bowl, whisk yogurt, pudding 
mix and lemon juice until smooth; immediately fold in 1 cup (250 
mL) of the whipped topping.
3. To assemble trifle, place one-third of the cake cubes into Trifle 
Bowl. Top with one-third of the strawberry mixture and one-third 
of the blueberries, pressing down lightly. Top with one-third of 
the yogurt mixture, spreading evenly. Repeat layers two times, 
spreading last layer evenly.
4. To garnish, fill Easy Accent® Decorator fitted with open star 
tip with remaining whipped topping. Pipe whipped topping over 
top of trifle; garnish with reserved berries. Refrigerate until ready 
to serve.
Yield: 16  servings

Recipe from: www.pamperedchef.com/recipe/Desserts/

1   prepared angel food cake (13 oz)
1 qt. fresh strawberries
3 cups (750 mL) fresh blueberries
1 container (16 oz) frozen sliced 
strawberries in syrup, thawed
4 containers (6 oz/175 g each) blended 
strawberry yogurt
1 pkg (3.3 oz) white chocolate instant 
pudding and pie filling
2 tbsp (30 mL) fresh lemon juice
2 cups (500 mL) thawed frozen whipped 
topping, divided

If your auto insurance claim for damages to a vehicle are 
not paid within 60 days after your auto insurance company has 
received satisfactory supporting documentation, the claim may be 
considered overdue. Interest may be owed on the amount due at a 
rate of 12% simple interest.

For more information, please review DIFS' consumer 
publication: Insurance Policies and How to Claim What is Yours.

If you are concerned your auto insurance company is not 
paying your benefits in a timely fashion or is unfairly delaying 
or denying your claim, you may file a complaint with DIFS. 
DIFS will review your concern and will attempt to resolve your 
complaint and see that your questions are answered.

Your complaint will be reviewed based on the documents you 
submit, so be sure to include all pertinent information once you 
file a complaint. DIFS will respond by contacting the insurer and 
obtain a written response to confirm the insurer is performing 
under your policy and the law. They will help you understand 
options that may be available to you.

A note from John and Theresa: In our experience, we 
have found that most insurers will initially pay only 50-60% of 
actual repair cost, hoping you will cash out, and not get your 
vehicle repair, and if you do, they want you to go to one of their 
preferred repair shops that will do the cheap repair knowing that 
you will probably not know the difference. It is our hope that the 
new complaint department, and joint task force, will take some 
of the burden off of reputable repair facilities that only wish to 
return your car to pre-accident condition using the manufacturers' 
recommended procedures and parts. This is the only way for a 
vehicle to be properly repaired and for it to perform and react 
as originally designed in the event of a subsequent collision. In 
Michigan, the choice of repairer is yours and yours alone. Choose 
wisely, and select a repairer who will restore your damaged 
vehicle…and you and your family’s peace of mind!

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 
Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here 
over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and 
Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they 
have been working on cars for more than 75 years.

Expert page 8

Uncaged staff members receive multiple MIPA 
state journalism awards

by Hope Salyer
The Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School Uncaged staff members received multiple Michigan 

Interscholastic Press Association state journalism awards for excellent journalism work during the 
2019-2020 school year. The awards were announced in early May. 

A full list of staff member award winners is as follows:

Sponsored by

Multiplatform news coverage
Second Place, senior Hannah Bolton
Illustration
Second Place, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Honorable Mention, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Information Graphic
1st Place, senior Tyler Showerman
Third Place, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Front Page - Magazine Style
First Place, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Honorable Mention, senior Tyler Gipson & sophomore 

Kaitelyn Walker
Opinion/Editorial Spread
Third Place, senior Hannah Bolton
Honorable Mention, senior Hannah Bolton
News Page or Spread
Honorable Mention, junior Amelia Pulley
Honorable Mention, Zack Sawicki
Entertainment Spread
First Place, senior Isabelle Bliss
Honorable Mention, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Online Breaking News
Second Place, junior Bella Roberts
Honorable Mention, senior Hannah Bolton
News Brief
First Place, senior Taylor Carey
Editorial
Third Place, Staff Honorable Mention, Staff

Bylined Opinion Article
Honorable Mention, senior Hannah Bolton
Review
Honorable Mention, senior Isabelle Bliss
Feature Columnist
Honorable Mention, sophomore Kaitelyn Walker
Honorable Mention, sophomore Kaitelyn Walker
In-Depth Feature
Honorable Mention, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Informative Feature
Honorable Mention, junior Amelia Pulley
Honorable Mention, senior Mickenzi Merriweather
Human Interest Feature
Honorable Mention, senior Isabelle Bliss
Personality Profile
Honorable Mention, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Honorable Mention, senior Emily Breslin
Diversity Coverage
Honorable Mention, junior Bella Roberts
Alternative Story Form
First Place, junior Bella Roberts
Second Place, senior Tyler Showerman
Sports Action Photo
Honorable Mention, senior Tyler Gipson
Environmental Portrait
Third Place, senior Tyler Gipson
Honorable Mention, sophomore Sydney Switzenberg
Photo Story
Third Place, junior Bella Roberts

Kintsugi page 3

That pottery is now valuable for two reasons. They have 
precious seams that are considered beautiful, and they still serve. 
Beautiful, serviceable and valuable. All because they are repaired. 

There is a lesson for us, here. And it’s not about dishes. We 
are at our best when we are healed and useful. But even when we 
aren’t healed, we still harbor remarkable potential. All of us.

Kintsugi connects. It enhances. It’s amazing in its construction. 
So are you. So am I. So is the other guy. Not a single one of us 
isn’t repaired, even if we are all using different precious materials 
to mend ourselves. Our own deep-down understanding that we 
are valuable is one material we use to patch ourselves up. People 
seek healing/mending from friends, family, faith, neighbors, 
professional healers, books, self-care like exercise, medication, 
nature, pets, rehab, volunteering, satisfying work, looking in on 
their sleeping children, sending notes to those who are lonely, 
learning a new skill, baking for others, tending plants, hobbies – 
this list is endless. 

We are all mending or mended in some way. Sometimes 
the people around us serve as the assistant artists and menders. 
Sometimes they don’t. It might be they aren’t prepared to mend 
because they need mending, too. We can serve as someone 
else’s artist! It’s an awesome responsibility and one that gives us 
additional value. 

Mend away, world. There is a role for everyone and there are 
plenty of folks around us in need of a precious seam. 
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History of metal roofing
by Arlene and Ron Kaiser
Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello, was being built in 1769.  It had 

a standing seam metal roof.
Metal roofs with galvanizing were common in Canada in the 1850s, 

more common in post Civil War era in the United States.
The Realy (Reuhle) homestead farmhouse had a meal roof in early 

photographs, and with the cedar shake shingles roof, installed during the 
1980s in serious deterioration, the Waterloo Area Historical Society has 
recently installed an authentic galvanized metal raised seam roof on the 
historic farmhouse, built from 1855 with additions up to 1885. 

The new roof will provide an authentic appearance and functional 

The broad use of the term exercise
Homebound students are being told to 'exercise their brains.' 
Seniors, for decades, have been told their heart is a muscle and 

it needs exercise.
We are supposed to exercise our rights. 
If someone just says exercise, most of us think about the kind of 

exercise happening on trails and sidewalks all over our 5 Healthy 
Towns. Physical movement. 

And now, the people in our 5 Healthy Towns 
have done an amazing job of exercising their civic 
muscle. 

In 2010, 2015 and again in 2020, residents 
in our communities were asked to participate in 
surveys. The purpose of the surveys is to guide 

Metal roof at the Waterloo Farm Museum. 
Photo credit Rose Collison

improvement that will last indefinitely.  
Temporary financing has been provided by Farmers State Bank of Munith. Final costs will exceed $40,000, the 

cost of the new roof plus many repairs for preparation due to deterioration and decay of original building materials. 
(Spring windstorm damage caused severe leaks into the second-story parent’s room and the large children’s room 
causing plaster damage to ceilings.)

The Waterloo Area Historical Society is seeking funds to pay construction costs in several ways.  Direct donations 
may be made through a GoFundMe account on our Facebook page, Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums or 
by simply sending donations by mail to WAHS, P.O. Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Also there is a program called 
“Buy A Panel” with a donation of $100 increments with acknowledgement for all donations. No contribution is too 
small or too large.

decisions about how to make our community healthier in mind and body.
In 2010 and 2015, the surveys were done by phone. Everyone involved worried that, because of 

challenges presented by cellphones, we wouldn’t be able to reach enough people to meet our goals. 
We were right to worry. We didn’t meet our goals for the number of respondents in any of the five 
communities in 2015. 

In 2020, 5 Healthy Towns Foundation decided to try a different approach. We hired a local 
company, Second to None, and asked them to conduct an electronic survey. We designed questions 
to tell us only what we need to know, reducing the total number of questions from 200 to 20 – saving 
survey-takers valuable time.

Once the survey was designed, we asked everyone we know to push out the link to the survey. 
We had an amazing response! Amazing! 

In Chelsea, we had a 165% percent improvement in responses from 2015 to 2020. 
In Dexter, the percent improvement was also 165.
Grass Lake had a 144% improvement over 2015.
Manchester’s improvement was 134%. 
See Exercise on page 13.
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Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School recognizes members of the 
Class of 2020 during virtual Senior Honors Night Ceremony

Senior High School Prinicpal Jeff Trapp began his introduction to Senior Honors Night 2020 by saying, "Thirty days ago we hosted a Facebook Live Event 
that honored a tradition for Seniors called the "30 and Out Meeting." Tonight we honor another tradition and that is our Senior Honors Night. Typically you 
would be dressed up, sitting in the gymnasium for a couple hours waiting to hear if your name is called for awards and scholarships. Rest assured that you can 
wear whatever you want during this video and this video will not be several hours long. However, our purpose of the video tonight is still the same. We want to 
make sure and honor your accomplishments and recognize all of the hard work you have put in."

So began honors night under the influence of the novel coronavirus.
In addition to advising students to credit the hard work that they put in, Trapp encouraged students to remember "all of the support and love that came 

from your family. Do not forget about all of your teachers. Your teachers put in countless hours of time and preparation that go into one of the most complex 
professions there is."

He commented that this would be the last year he could say he possibly had a little part of their success, as he had the chance to be one of their teachers, and 
he emphasized that the school and community were proud of them. "I hope you have felt this over the last 30 days of your high school career. Your family is 
proud of you! We are all proud of you!" he said.

Trapp revealed names that will be put on plaques in the school, award winners of scholarship money that will help pay tuition and costs, and honorees in 
various areas. In addition, he reminded all that graduation has been postponed to Saturday, Aug. 8 at 3 p.m.

"Congratulations and thank you all for being part of our Senior Honors Night of 2020. Let's get to our awards," Trapp said, and announced the following: 
HONORARY AWARDS/

SCHOLARSHIPS  
DAR AWARD 
(DAUGHTERS OF 
THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION) 
Sylvia Whitt 
STOCKBRIDGE 
MASONIC LODGE #130 
FREE AND ACCEPTED 
MASONS OF MICHIGAN 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM 
William Porter 
Kaylie Shepard 
SAEF Award 
Maria Risner 
Nancy McKim Collins 
Memorial Scholarship  
Kelsey Andrews 
Pfc. John Donohue Good 
Citizenship Award  
Christopher Kaltner 
Chamber of Commerce 
Award Scholarship 
Kaylie Shepard 
EATON FEDERAL 
SAVINGS BANK 
HERBERT BLACK 
MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Tyler Showerman 
LIONS CLUB 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Alexis Killinger 
Sylvia Whitt 
Paige Wooden 
ACADEMIC AWARDS   
PRESIDENT'S AWARD 
FOR EDUCATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE 

Kaleb Adkins 
Kelsey Andrews 
Hannah Bolton 
Emily Breslin 
Andrew Carriero 
Cassandra Chapman 
Frederick Choate 
Shaddai Demerath-Shanti 
Haley Ely 
Caitlin Fowler 
Baylee Heidrich 
Christopher Kaltner 
John Morris 
Jordan Myers 
Jacob Rooke 
Anastasia Schlaff 
Kaylie Shepard 
Tyler Showerman 
Adam Twining 
Sylvia Whitt 
PRESIDENT'S AWARD 
FOR EDUCATIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENT 
Kael Bunce 
Taylor Carey 
Megan Catron 
Oriana Hackworth 
Christopher Hall 
Alic-Mychael Hawkins 
Alexis Killinger 
Adam Knight 
Bradley Niec 
William Porter 
Hannah Smith 
Paige Wooden 
2020 MICHIGAN 
COMPETITIVE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Kelsey Andrews 
Baylee Heidrich 
Kaylie Shepard 

Tyler Showerman 
Adam Twining 
Trent Viebahn 
Sylvia Whitt
ATHLETIC AWARDS 
presented by Meghan 
Kunzelman 
THE WINNER OF THE 
PHIL HARRIS AWARD 
FOR OUTSTANDING 
MALE ATHLETE FOR THE 
CLASS OF 2020 
Tylin Ayers 
OUTSTANDING FEMALE 
ATHLETE FOR THE 
CLASS OF 2020 
Emily Breslin 
Jeff Becker Memorial Award 
with  $500.00 scholarship 
Anna Schlaff 
Kaleb Adkins 
SENIOR AWARDS presented 
by JEFF TRAPP 
SENIOR ART AWARDS 
Senior Advanced Art Award 
Samantha Argento 
Rachel Owen 
Haley Ely 
SENIOR BAND AWARDS 
SOUSA BAND AWARD 
(White Cords and the Award) 
John Morris 
Sylvia Whitt 
SENIOR CHOIR AWARDS 
SENIOR CHOIR (Navy Blue 
Cords) 
Alivia Powell 
Sarah Steenbeck 
SENIOR INDUSTRIAL 
ARTS AWARD 

THE JOHN GRAVEN 
TECHNICAL MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Micah Beuaregard 
Paige Wooden 
SENIOR JOURNALISM 
AWARDS 
MIPA Honor Michigan 
Interscholastic Press 
Association Honors Cords 
Cord/Journalism Academic 
Letter 
Hannah Bolton (received her 
bar and cord) 
Cassandra Chapman (received 
her bar and cord) 
Christopher Kaltner (received 
letter and cord) 
Jordan Myers (received letter 
and cord) 
Hannah Smith (received letter 
and cord) 
Mickenzi Merriweather 
(received letter and cord) 
SENIOR MATH AWARDS 
Kaylie Shepard 
SENIOR CALCULUS 
AWARD 
Tyler Showeman 
John Morris 
Jacob Rooke 
Sylvia Whitt 
Andrew Carriero 
Kaylie Shepard 
SENIOR SCIENCE 
AWARDS 
Excellence in Life Sciences 
Award 
Baylee Heidrich 
BASORE MEMORIAL 

PHYSICS AWARD a $500 
Scholarship 
William Porter 
GENERAL OSTRANDER 
AWARD 
Andrew Carriero 
SENIOR LINKS AWARD (all 
seniors)(blue and gold cords) 
Seniors who met the following 
achievements: have three 
credits as a LINK with a B+ or 
better; been a LINK multiple 
years and at least once as a 
Senior. 
The following students have 
met these criteria and will 
receive a LINKS cord. 
Tyler Gipson 
Emily Breslin 
Chris Hall 
Jacob Rooke 
Anna Schlaff 
Adam Twining 
Tylin Ayers 
Dominic Beutler 
Lucas Gauss 
Josh Lewis 
Zack Sawicki 
COLLEGE AWARDS 
presented by Leslie 
Cummings 
Calvin College: 
Adam Twining awarded the 
Presidential Scholarship 
Eastern Michigan University: 
Baylee Heidrich received 
the Emerald Scholarship 
(maximum amount)
See Honors on page 12. 
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Exercise page 10

And Stockbridge stole the percentage of improvement show 
with a whopping 193% improvement in responses between 2015 
and 2020. 

In order of total number of responses, Chelsea finished in first 
place. Manchester finished in second place with Dexter close 
behind. Grass Lake and Stockbridge followed, in that order. 
Special mention to Manchester. They are our smallest community 
and finished with the second highest number of responses by the 
day the survey was scheduled to end. 

For now, the total number of surveys completed is the most 
significant thing we know. Soon we’ll start telling you other 
important things we will learn about the way we live. I suspect 
there will be some surprises – let’s hope they are all good. 

We promised one randomly drawn winner in each community. 
We asked the people at Second to None to select the winners, 
electronically, so there would be no influence by those of us who 
know the communities well. Winners will each select a gift worth 
$200, with a wellness focus. Those winners are: 

Andrea Tompkins – Grass Lake
Sue Phare - Manchester
Wesley Starr – Stockbridge 
The Dexter and Chelsea winners have asked to remain 

anonymous.  
Congratulations to these winners and to everyone in the 

community who will benefit from our ability to focus future 
spending on areas of greatest need. 

We truly thank all the about 2,600 people who exercised their 
civic muscle. 

Honors page 12
Wilson Talent Center: 
Presenter: (Julie Lublin) 
Caitlin Fowler 
Fresh and Furious Food Truck 
Scholarship - $1500 
Michael Franklin 
2-Year Perfect Attendance - he 
will be mailed a certificate and 
check for $100
Jacque Adair Memorial 
Scholarship - $1500 
Greater Lansing Home Builders 
Scholarship - $745 
Ron Webber Memorial 
Scholarship - $1,000 
Ml Regional Council of 
Carpenters Local 1004 
Scholarship - $1,004
All went to Paige Wooden 
Extracurricular Awards 
presented by Meghan 
Kunzelman 
GSA Leadership Award 
Andrew Carriero 
QUIZ BOWL AWARDS 
Alic-Mychael Hawkins 
STUDENT COUNCIL SENIOR 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD 
Andrew Carriero
SENIOR LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
Sylvia Whitt
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
(Gold Cords) 
Hannah Bolton 
Emily Breslin 
Taylor Carey 
Andrew Carriero 
Cassandra Chapman 
Caitlin Fowler 
Oriana Hackworth 
Christopher Hall 
John Morris 
Jacob Rooke 
Anastasia Schlaff 
Kaylie Shepard 
Adam Twining 
Sylvia Whitt 
Paige Wooden 
2020 SAEF Student Scholarship 
Recipients presented by Jeff 
Trapp 
Stockbridge Area Education 
Foundation Scholarships 
(SAEF) 
7 recipients and each award 
winner to receive $500 
Scholarship. 
Kesley Andrews 
Ashley Blanzy 
Taylor Carey 
Cassandra Chapman 
Alexis Killinger 
Kaylie Shepard 
Sylvia Whitt 
Hannah Glair Scholarship 
presented by Jeff  Trapp 
Shane Adams 

Bruce Wm. Brown Scholarship 
Andrew Carriero 
Isabelle Bliss 
Laura Goodin Memorial 
Scholarship $500 for each 
winner. 
Hannah Bolton 
Anna Schlaff  
Chris Kruger Memorial 
Scholarship Commonly the 
award amount is $500. 
Tyler Gipson 
Richard C. Howlett 
Scholarship  $1,000. 
Maria Risner 
Donna E. Schumacher 
Memorial Scholarship (Ralph 
Schumacher) 
Tyler Showerman 
This award recipient will receive a 
$1,000 Scholarship 
Anna Schlaff 
Munith Fitchburg Veterans 
Memorial Scholaship 
Tyler Showerman 
Richard Hoard Memorial 
Scholarship presented by Annie 
Hoard. Award amount $500. 
Hannah Smith 
Darwin D. Snider Memorial 
Education Fund presented by 
the Snider Family Commonly 
the award amount is $500. 
Paige Wooden 
CLASS OF 2020 Awards 
presented by Jeff Trapp 
Graduating Cum Laude 
(Students who achieved a 3.50 to 
3.74 GPA receive a green honor 
cord.) 
Oriana Hackworth 
Kaleb Adkins 
Kael Bunce 
Shaddai Demerath-Shanti 
Hannah Smith 
William Porter 
Jordan Myers 
Hannah Bolton 
Alic-Mychael Jaleigh Hawkins 
Taylor Carey 
Christopher Hall 
Frederick Choate 
Graduating Magna Cum Laude 
(Students who achieved a 3.75 
to 3.99 GPA receive a light blue 
honor cord.) Adam Twining 
Tyler Showerman 
Haley Ely 
Christopher Kaltner 
Emily Breslin 
Jacob Rooke 
Cassandra Chapman 
Kelsey Andrews 
Anastasia Schlaff 
Alexis Killinger 
Graduating Summa Cum Laude 
(Students who achieved a 4.004 
GPA receive a gold honor cord.) 

Andrew Carriero 
Caitlin Fowler 
Baylee Heidrich 
John Morris 
Kaylie Shepard 
Sylvia Whitt 
Paige Wooden
Top Ten Seniors (Top Ten silver 
cords) 
1. Andrew Carriero 
2. Caitlin Fowler 
3. Baylee Heidrich 
4. John Morris 
5. Kaylie Shepard 
6. Sylvia Whitt 
7. Paige Wooden 
8.Adam Twining 
9. Tyler Showerman 
10. Haley Ely
Class of 2020: Top Two GPA
Andrew Carriero 
Caitlin Fowler 
Baylee Heidrich 
John Morris 
Kaylie Shepard 
Sylvia Whitt 
Paige Wooden 
Adam Twining
Underclassmen Honors
Class of 2021: Top Two GPA
Keshava Demerath-Shanti 
Melanie Eskew 
Haley Gipson 
Brianna Hill 
Hailey Howard 
Brock Jones 
Kaitlin Miller 
Molly Nichols 
Evelyn Ortiz-Martinez 
Chelsey Ann Asquith
Class of 2022: Top Two GPA 
Hythem Beydoun 
Grace Drier 
Kylin Kathleen Heidrich 
Zachary Miller 
Julianne Grace Muscato 
Brooklyn Rochow 
Julianna Rooke 
Dalton Satkowiak 
Rylee Tolson 
Xyan Elijah Torrey 
Kaitelyn Walker 
Audrey Austin 
Jonah Huskey-Wright 
Sydney Switzenberg
Class of 2023: Top Two GPA
Drew Bennett 
Jack Hammerberg 
Hannah Marshall 
Brianna Polenz 
Emily Vaccaro 
Emily VanPelt 
Lillian Williams 
Adrianna Adkins 
Micah Bolton 
Emma Kaltschmidt 
Grace Niec 
Christopher Smith 
Alyssa VanHook
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Obituaries Donald Peter Schneider

Donald Peter Schneider
Dec. 13, 1927 to June 8, 2020

June 8, 2020 we lost our Dad at 92 years young. 
He passed quietly surrounded by family.

Loving Husband of 72 years to his lifelong love, 
Phyllis “Jean” Hendrie. They taught their children 
the importance of the bond of marriage.

Loving Father of eight children, one daughter 
and seven sons. Susan (Chuck) Pettit, Michael 
(Julianne) Schneider, Rick (Michelle) Schneider, 
Terry (Lisa) Schneider, Jamie (Pam) Schneider, Joel 
(Brandi) Schneider and Robert (Julie) Schneider.

He was preceded in death by two grandchildren, Nicholas John Schneider and 
Aaron Geoffrey Schneider and his oldest son Donald Peter Schneider Jr, husband 
of Darlene.

Loving Grandfather of twenty-one Grandchildren and twenty-three Great 
Grandchildren.

Don and Jean were both cheer leaders at Holy Redeemer High School in 
Detroit. In his younger years Don enjoyed working on television sets, being an 
amateur ham radio operator and making his own root beer.

Don was a banker for nearly forty years working for National Bank of Detroit, 
Livonia National Bank and Michigan National before retiring in 1989 from 
Stockbridge State Bank.

Don loved laughing with his family in which he was so proud of. He had a 
work ethic like no other sometimes working three jobs to ensure food was on 
the table. Don often went without, so his children didn’t. Don and Jean’s family 
reunions were the high light of each summer. Our annual Christmas Parties were 
always a delight for him.

In 1971 Don and Jean purchased a farm in Stockbridge and achieved a dream of 
Don’s to work as a farmer. He often said that having the experiences on the farm 
with his kids, were the best times of his life. Don was a gentleman farmer as well 
as working at Stockbridge State Bank. His sons have mostly funny stories of the 
times on the farm.

Don enjoyed western movies, music of the Mills Brothers and he loved to 
dance to “Tie a yellow ribbon round the old oak tree.” by Tony Orlando and Dawn.

Visitation will be on June 18th 2-7pm at Frazer Cremations and Funerals, 
21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon MI. 48178. A short Liturgy of the Word at 4:30.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Season’s Hospice & Palliative 
Care, 27335 John R. Road Madison Heights, MI 48071. Phone 248-291-2698.

Phyllis Ann Ulfig 
On May 27th, 2020, Phyllis Ann Ulfig passed 

away peacefully at age 78 in the UF Health Shands 
Cancer Center in Gainesville, FL.   

It would be wrong to say that Phyllis lost her 
battle because she never stopped fighting. No matter 
what the challenge, she was always determined.  
Born in Stockbridge Michigan, Phyllis did things 
her way.  The true life of the party, Phyllis shared 
her zest and unique style with all that knew 
her.  Defined by her strong work ethic and fierce 
independence, she lived without fear and without 
regret.  A loving mother, grandmother, sister, and 
aunt, you could count on Phyllis for her unfiltered 
wisdom in times of need.  She loved to visit, laugh, 

live and of course cook one of the best meals you have ever had.
Phyllis is survived by her daughter Lesa, son Harvey (Amy) and Andy (Carrie), 

sister Connie Poxson, brother Dick Dysert and seven grandchildren.  The family 
will be hosting a Celebration of her Life later this summer in Stockbridge, 
Michigan, details to follow.

Phyllis Ann Ulfig 
Passed away May 27, 2020

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a 
fee.
 · Joyce Lober - died May 20, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Phyllis Ann Ulfig - died May 27, 2020 - Gainesville, Florida
 · Clair H. Bell - died June 3, 2020 - Gregory
 · Gary Lee Braman, Jr. - died June 3, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Donald Peter Schneider - died June 8, 2020 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Unadilla page 1

Sprague was arrested on May 29 in Manistee County by the Michigan State 
Police Fugitive Team on the Unadilla Township warrant. He was held in the 
Manistee County Jail until he could be transported to the Livingston County Jail. 
Sprague is also being charged as a habitual offender. Marshall was arrested on 
May 22 by the Unadilla Township Police Department and lodged at the Livingston 
County Jail. Bond was set at $50,000 for both men. The juvenile will face charges 
in Ingham County, where he resides.

The arrests and charges were the result of the efforts of a multi-jurisdictional 
task force comprised of officers from the Unadilla Township, Jackson County, 
Lake County, Manistee County and the Michigan State Police. The three suspects 
are expected to face additional similar charges in the other jurisdictions.
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Have you seen Amethyst, only 1 of 4 
whooping cranes in Michigan?

by Patrice Johnson
BOLO (Be on the lookout) 

for Amethyst, one of only 
four endangered whooping 
cranes believed to summer in 
Michigan. Last fall, on Nov. 
15, 2019, local resident and 
photographer Dave Alsobrooks 
captured the accompanying 
image of one of these rare, 
nearly extinct species on the 
northwest corner of a small 
swale on the Smith family farm 
on Kinsey Road near Brogan 
Road.  

“We believe this was one 
of only four known to be in 
Michigan in 2019,” Alsobrooks 
said. 

Large and white, whooping 
cranes are noted for their 
whooping call and native to 
North America, species Grus 

BOLO (Be on the lookout) for Amethyst, one of only four 
endangered whooping cranes believed to summer in Michigan. 
Last sighted Nov. 15, 2019. Photo courtesy of local resident and 
photographer Dave Alsobrooks

americana. As the photo depicts, the whooping crane was socializing with sandhill cranes and has 
a transmitter and color banding on its legs. This tagging allowed Alsobrooks to confirm the bird’s 
identity from the International Crane Society. 

“The bird, nicknamed Amethyst, was identified as Crane 72-17,” Alsobrooks explained.
“Research found the male crane was hatched May 23, 2017,” he added, so Amythest is just over 

3 years old. 
The bird, raised by adult whooping cranes, was released into the wild Oct. 6, 2017, in Winnebago 

County, Wisconsin. Transmitting shows Amethyst traveled to Okeechobee County, Florida, where it 
wintered before returning to Michigan in spring 2018. 

Amethyst spent the summer of 2019 in Ingham County. From there it spent the winter of 2018-
2019 in Tennessee before again returning to Michigan in the spring of 2019. Transmitting shows it 

Rolling. Rolling. SHS 
bus drivers congratulate 
2020 grads

Stockbridge Community School bus drivers decorate 
this bus to celebrate Class of 2020 graduates. Photo credit 
Tracey Wooden

The true meaning 
of Memorial Day is 
boundless

by Mary Jo David
I think I’ve always been 

aware of the true meaning 
behind Memorial Day. 
But it was when my own 
son joined the Marines 
that the heartache of the 
parents and families of 
the fallen really hit home 

spent most of last summer in 
Saginaw County.

Transmitter battery life 
extends for about two years, 
Alsobrooks said. 

This writer believes she 
may have seen Amethyst 
or one of its brethren in the 
company of sandhill cranes 
early spring 2020 in a seasonal 
pond along Dexter Trail. If 
you see this bird, please snap 
a photo and contact SCN at 
StockbridgeCommunityNews@
gmail.com.

For the full story check out: 
www.bringbackthecranes.org/
class-of-2017/#72-17. Another 
source of information is the 
International Crane Foundation.

Photo from Adobe stock 
photos

for me. Soon after Jordan enlisted, I had the good 
fortune to learn about the Michigan Military Moms—a 
large Detroit-area group that had convened for the sole 
purpose of supporting one another and our military sons 
and daughters. 

For four years, family and friends knew better 
than to try to horn in on my every-other-Thursday-
night meetings with those moms. I daresay most of us 
moms joined for comfort and camaraderie, and I often 
credit the group with getting me through Jordan’s two 
wartime deployments to the Middle East, including 
seven months in Iraq. 

See Memorial on page 17. 
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Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting 
Minutes May 26, 2020 7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope 

Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m. Pledge Present:  Lance, 

Kitley, McAlister, Walz.   Absent: Morency. Public 
Comment:  None.

Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from 
Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented.  Aye/
all; no/none.   Absent: Morency.   Motion carried. 

Correspondence: Lance reviewed information that 
came in from Clear Lake residents regarding Canadian 
geese issues.  Lance motioned with support from 
McAlister to adopt Resolution 20-05-26-1 regarding 
having DNR capture and relocate the geese to another 
area to prevent more contamination of the lake water 
to swimmers.  Aye/all; no/none.  Absent: Morency.  
Motion carried.

SPECIAL ORDER:  Permit renewal for Aggregate 
Industries.  Lance motioned with support from 
McAlister to approve the permit renewal for 
Aggregate Resources for 1 year beginning June 1, 
2020 with the following conditions:

1. The new permit expires on June 1st, 2021.
2. Aggregate Resources retains the existing surety 

bond language, and dollar amount of $85,800 (this 
includes the 10% Twp administrative fee). 

3. Aggregate Resources will repair fencing in 
sections 6 & 7, as discussed, within 60 days of the 
granting of the permit.

4. Aggregate Resources will repair the erosion in 
section 6, as discussed, within 60 days of the granting 
of the permit.

5. No mining shall occur below 990’ in the pit floor.
6. Aggregate Resources will properly mark the 

installed benchmark at 990’ on the pit floor.  This also 
shall be done within 60 days of the granting of this 
permit plus adding the 6 reference points as shown on 
the map which we will keep.

7. Aggregate Resources will maintain eroded slopes 
as necessary as we approach final reclamation.

8. Aggregate Resources will provide a full-size copy 

of the approved Reclamation Plan (dated November 
18, 2008), as discussed at the May 20th Extraction 
Committee meeting.

9. Aggregate Resources will work with the Township 
on a formal closure plan in preparation for review at 
next year’s Extraction Committee Meeting.  A text 
version has been agreed to in a list format that provide 
information on all elements of the operation and what 
the plans are for each.

10. Application permit renewal fee must be paid in full 
prior to approval of permit.

Aye/all; no/none.  Absent: Morency.  Motion carried.
Old Business:  
• Walz stated that due to the lockdown, there was no 

Parks and Recreation meeting.
New Business:  There was no Planning Commission 

in May.  Kitley motioned with support from Walz to 
approve stipends for the cemeteries: $1,000 to Munith 
Cemetery, $1,000 to Mt. Hope Cemetery and $800 to 
North Waterloo Cemetery.  Roll call vote:  Yes/Kitley, 
Lance, McAlister, Walz.  No/none.  Absent: Morency.  
Motion carried.   

Other Business That Comes Before the Board:  There 
was discussion about the condition of Mt. Hope Road.  
Lance will call Department of Transportation with hope 
of getting some answers.

Public Comment:  None.
Adjournment:  Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. Aye/all; no/none.  
Absent: Morency.   Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, June 16 at 7:00.  The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, June 23 at 7:00 p.m.    
There will be a Budget Hearing meeting at 6:30 prior to 
the regular meeting to approve the budget for 2020-
2021.    Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our 
website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP MEETING 
MINUTES June 15, 2020

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting to order on June 15, 2020 at 7:35pm 
at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township Regular 
Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk 
Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee 
Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry Sommer Member 
absent from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Sommer Motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Board meeting agenda as 
printed Lauckner second with the amendment 
of adding under old business Memorial All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments Discussion
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board meeting minutes from May 
18, 2020 Lauckner second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2020 thru June 15, 2020 Lauckner 
second All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business
Road project was delayed due to Mdot could 

not get material will be starting soon 
Wetherell discussed the Veterans Memorial he 

would like to put on the Stockbridge Township 
Hall square. Wetherell will move forward and 
continue doing research for this 
New Business
Lantis motion to increase the Stockbridge 

Township General Clerk / Building Clerk Salary 
from 90 day trail to permanent pay of $15.00 
an hour Roll Call vote Sommer Yes, Lauckner 
Yes, Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion to continue to investigate the 

irrigation system repair with Country Turf for 
upto $ 2,000.00 Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Stockbridge Township will be starting movie 

nights July 10th and will have movies on August 
14, 2020  September 12, 2020 (Part of A Day in 
The Village) and On Halloween Night October 

31, 2020. Stockbridge Township is currently 
looking for Sponsors for Popcorn on these nights 
if interested please contact Stockbridge Township 
Clerk Becky Muraf 517-851-7658 twpclerk@
wowway.biz . Movie will start at dusk and will be 
rain or shine 
Stockbridge Chamber has asked the Stockbridge 

Township Board if they could lease the property 
on 219 Elm for the Chamber meetings and 
storage. Lantis motion to write up a contract 
for Storage at 219 Elm and meetings at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall Sommer Second Roll 
Call Vote Sommer Yes, Lauckner Yes, Wetherell 
Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes Motion Carried
Lantis motion to the following changes 
ARTICLE 7   SUPPLEMENTARY 

REGULATIONS …
Section 7.03.01   Accessory Building 

Provisions…
By re-lettering H. to I. and adding:
H. A cargo/shipping/conex container may 

be placed as an accessory building with the 
following conditions/guidelines:
Container meets height and setback standards 

and all building code regulations for accessory 
buildings within the zoning district.
Container must be placed on an approved 

foundation.
Container must be painted within 30 days after 

installation and maintained thereafter.
Electrical service is permitted according to local, 

state, and federal codes.
Plumbing or stack vents are not permitted.
Occupying building is not permitted.
Not to exceed two containers without board 

approval.
Wetherell Second Roll call vote Wetherell Yes, 

Sommer Yes, Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis 
Yes Motion Carried
Lantis motion to pay the Stockbridge Township 

Board monthly bills in the amount of $ 25,882.56 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen Comments: None
Lantis motion to Adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Regular Monthly Board meeting at 
9:10pm on Monday June 15, 2020 Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
BM



Stockbridge Community NewsJuly 2020 17

Memorial page 15

At the same time, my association with this wonderful group meant I was no longer only worrying 
about my own son but about all the sons and daughters of the moms I met. 

One of the first weeks I attended, I was introduced to a mom whose daughter had been killed in 
Iraq the year before. And Memorial Day took on new meaning. Over time, I attended the military 
funerals of two more sons whose moms I knew through MMM. And Memorial Day took on more 
meaning. 

In the midst of those years, a second cousin’s son from the Canadian side of the family was killed 
in Afghanistan. And for me, the meaning of Memorial Day was no longer bound by borders.

The range of emotions all of us moms experienced during those years is impossible to describe. 
While it might be hard to imagine, we found reasons to celebrate, and powerful friendships were 
cemented. Jordan and the sons and daughters of most of those moms I’ve stayed in touch with have 
long since completed their enlistments. But the heartache did not end with the enlistments. 

Three more of their sons have since died in the prime of their lives, and although these young 
men were no longer serving at the time, I will always think of them as the Marines they were. And 
Memorial Day makes room for those memories as well.

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
Unapproved Special Minutes 24, June 2020

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 6:01 pm.
b. Roll Call: PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Pro-

Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Heath Corey, Trustee Greg 
Uihlein, Trustee Kim Morehouse ABSENT: Heath Corey 
Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk Citizens were 
also present
c. Pledge of Allegiance
President Howlett led the Pledge of Allegiance
d. Approval of Special Agenda
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 

APPROVED; the Special Agenda for June 24, 2020 as 
presented.
Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
1. Public Comment – No public comment.
NEW BUSINESS
Outdoor Seating

MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; to table outdoor seating in the downtown until 
more information is obtained by the Chamber of Commerce.
Motion carried unanimously
Approval to Move Forward with Infrastructure 

Improvements
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell 

APPROVED; to move forward with USDA Loan for 
the Water Distribution and Waste Water Infrastructure 
Improvements.
AYES: Quintanilla, Mullins, Cattell, Uihlein, Morehouse, 

Howlett
NAYES: None
ABSENT: Corey
Public Comment There was public comment.
ADJOURNMENT:
MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 

APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 6:36pm.
Respectfully submitted: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk
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by Mary Jo David
Donald and Deanna McAlister of Stockbridge are hungry—hungry for a sustainable grocery 

alternative in the village of Stockbridge and hungry to find a good use for the storefront space they 
own at the corner of S. Center and E. Elizabeth streets. The space has been empty since the auto 
parts store moved out last year. That’s when Don’s cousin, Jodelle Sparks, approached the couple 
with some ideas about how to use the space.

As a result, the idea of the Plane Food Market was born—a fresh produce and organic food 
market with plans to offer produce, meat, cheese, honey, and staples you’d find in a mini grocery. 

The concept of the soon-to-be market in Stockbridge is similar to Agricole in Chelsea as well as 

Stockbridge-area residents hungry for new grocery market may find soon-to-open Plane 

Mary Jo David

some of the other community-based grocery markets that have cropped up (Pun intended!) in towns around the area. Recently, 
the Plane Food Market passed its inspection by the Michigan Department of Agriculture, similar to a health department 
inspection but for businesses focused on agricultural products.

The McAlisters are looking at a soft opening date of Monday, July 6. Passersby have watched as the market’s sign went up 
out front and crate stands for the fresh produce were set up in the store. 

Deanna observed with a smile, “We’ve noticed a lot of nose prints on the windows!”
The Plane Food Market is a play on words, as both McAlisters are flying enthusiasts. Deanna has been flying since she was 

StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

15 years old and was her husband’s flight instructor before he got his private pilot’s license. As a commercial pilot, Deanna used to fly 
freight. “I often hauled flowers, and they always smelled wonderful,” she recalled.

“Don also has roots in farming, so this project kind of hits his heart,” his wife shared.
The McAlisters, who live in Munith, are very familiar with life—and business—in Stockbridge. Don grew up in the Stockbridge 

area and has been a longtime business owner in the village. Years ago he sold his auto-parts business to focus on Stockbridge Auto 
Care, a business he runs with Deanna just around the corner from the new market. 

Sparks happens to be president of the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce, so she also knows a thing or two about the business 
needs of the community. And she has more than a family interest in the endeavor; she plans on being a vendor in the market. 

“For my part, I’ll be offering organic shakes, teas, and coffees, and Deanna has been wonderful to work with as we’ve been getting 
this idea off the ground,” Sparks noted. 

Together, the McAlisters and Sparks have been reaching out to area farmers and producers to encourage them to sell their produce, 

meat, and country-cupboard-type products, like 
honey and pickles, on a consignment basis, with 
the producers receiving 75% and the market 
retaining 25% of the income on what is sold.

Suzi Greenway, who runs the Open Air Market 
of Stockbridge, has also been helping to answer 

questions posed by the new market owners and provide useful advice from her years 
of experience working with farmers.

“I would love to see them succeed at this,” Greenway remarked. “We’ve had 
many conversations, and I’m very excited. This town needs a business that can 
provide fresh food products every day of the week. Whatever the McAlisters can 
bring to the table—we’ll take it!”

Speaking of tables, when the market opens, follow the floor compass, due north, 
to a small seating area in this 120-year-old building where you can relax and enjoy 
refreshments and take in the small-town ambience of downtown Stockbridge.

The Plane Food Market is located at 121 E. Elizabeth Street in Stockbridge. You 
may also find it on Facebook if you search for “Plane Food Market.”

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. 
She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the 
Stockbridge Community News.

Food Market is their cup of tea

The McAlisters, along with son Joshua, 
were looking for a good use for the 
storefront space they own at the 
corner Center and Elizabeth streets in 
Stockbridge. The Plane Food Market 
concept was born. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

Deanna and Don McAlister are 
looking forward to welcoming 
customers to their Plane Food 
Market, beginning with a soft 
opening tentatively planned for 
July 6. Photo credit Patrice Johnson
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Stockbridge Community Schools Top Ten Seniors

Andrew Carriero - Valedictorian Caitlin Fowler  - Valedictorian Baylee Heidrich - Valedictorian John Morris - Valedictorian

Kaylie Shepard - Valedictorian Sylvia Whitt - Valedictorian Paige Wooden - Valedictorian Adam Twining - Salutatorian

Tyler Showerman - Top Ten GPA Haley Ely - Top Ten GPA


