
Heritage School fourth-grader is 
winner of a Kid’s World News contest

Protect yourself and others. Slow the spread of COVID-19
by Joan Tucker
The 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) is now 

considered a pandemic, and we all need to do our 
part. A pandemic is a disease epidemic that has spread 
across several countries and continents at an alarming 
rate affecting a large number of people.

COVID-19 is a new type of coronavirus that most 
likely jumped from a bat to a human in Wuhan, China. 

Symptoms generally include fever, cough, and 
shortness of breath. While symptoms are mild in 
most people, the virus can cause severe respiratory 
illness in others and may result in death. Usually older 
adults and people with underlying health issues can be 
predisposed to worsening illness. (Source: “Very Well 

Michigan’s new auto insurance law – 
the good and the bad

by Amy Haggerty
Nevaeh Sood, a fourth-grader at Heritage 

School, was the big winner of a Kids' World 
News contest with this beautiful coloring 
page.

Sood was presented with a gift certificate 
for a week at the YMCA Camp located at 
Mystic Lake, Mich. She is the daughter of 
Shannon and David Sood.

Kids' World distributes interactive 
workbooks directly to local elementary 
schools across 12 counties in Michigan. 

In their local edition, students from 
Heritage can share stories with other schools 
and students in the Lansing area.

Jon Fillmore, President, Abbott & 
Fillmore Agency, discusses the most 
significant auto law change since 
1973.

by Jon Fillmore
In 2019, the Michigan 

Legislature and Gov. Whitmer 
put a new law on the books 
changing Michigan auto insurance 
significantly. It is the most 
significant auto law change since 
1973, at which time all Michigan 
auto insurance policies had to 
begin providing unlimited Personal 
Injury Protection benefits (PIP). 
PIP includes financial protection for 
costs for lifetime medical treatment, 
care, recovery and rehabilitation. 
These costs can be significant. At 
Abbott & Fillmore, we have several 
claims going back as far as the 
1970s with several millions paid out 

Farmers State Bank announces winners of annual 
Stockbridge Schools Art Contest

Health,” Colleen Doherty, M.D.)
There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).
The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this virus, thought to spread mainly from person-to-

person in the following ways.
• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).
• Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. These droplets can land in the 

mouths, noses or eyes of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.
According to the National Institute of Health, a similar virus, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-

CoV-2) was detectable in aerosols for up to three hours, up to four hours on copper, up to 24 hours on cardboard and up to 
two to three days on plastic and stainless steel.

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung disease or 
diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult with 
your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to protect yourself.

What can we do? Stay calm, be mindful, and follow the CDC recommendations listed here. 
See COVID-19 on page 3.

by Laurie Goodlock
For the past several years, Farmers State Bank has sponsored an art contest for students 

in the Stockbridge Area Community School district. Farmers State Bank offers a small cash 
prize in each age category, and the winning entries are professionally mounted and displayed 
in the bank's Stockbridge branch throughout the spring and summer. This program has been 
a hit with customers, area students and other bank visitors. Each year a committee of three 
bank staff members selects winners. 

"Farmers State Bank is committed to the communities we serve, and we believe art plays 
a vital role in the educational development of all students. We want to thank the Stockbridge 
art teachers, Jay Langone and Jaclynn Lennemann, for their help and participation," Laurie 
Goodlock, FSB chief marketing officer, said.

Grand Prize: Henry
Grades 3, 4, 5: Caroline 
Grades 6, 7, 8: Xavier 
Grades 9,10,11,12: Sarah 

Grand Prize: Henry, Grades K, 1, 2

Caroline, Grades 3, 4, 5

Xavier, Grades 6, 7, 8 Sarah, Grades 9, 10, 11, 12

Fourth-grader Nevaeh 
Sood. Photo credit 
Amy Haggerty

and continuing to pay for the rest of the insureds’ lives.
Most of the new law becomes effective July 2, 2020, but certain 

components have already taken effect. Many people may have gaps 
in coverage that they don’t know about. This article, one in a series, 
focuses on a few of those important new aspects.

Main Change #1: The disappearing PIP trick.
Do you have or know of a “significant other” relationship in which 

individuals in a relationship are both driving a car (or cars) insured on 
just one insurance policy? Do you have children or know of children 
who have moved out of Mom and Dad’s house, but are still driving a car 
insured on the parents' policy? Are you separated from your spouse and 
living apart? People in these situations may have a problem right now. 
And this part of the insurance law is currently in effect. 

The new law changes the priority of who pays for PIP when someone 
is injured in an auto accident. In the past, eventually, the injured party 
would have the unlimited PIP coverage. 

See Insurance on page 4.
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A glance in the rearview mirror: April
by Mary Jo David

(as reported in The Town Crier)
• On Saturday, April 1, 1995, more than 2,500 were in 

attendance, including 561 competitors, at a USA Wrestling 
Federation / Michigan Wrestling Federation sanctioned freestyle 

developmental tournament at Stockbridge High School. The Stockbridge club consisted of 27 wrestlers, 
including two girls. Twelve Stockbridge wrestlers captured medals, including four golds by: Mark Rosiek, Jr., 
Nicholas Moore, Michael Scherdt and Nicholas Lovachis.

• An announcement appeared on behalf of the Stockbridge Township Firemen’s Association for a ground-
breaking ceremony to celebrate the addition to their fire barn on April 29, 1995, at Cherry and Elm streets. All 
work will be done by the firemen and volunteers.

• Stockbridge School Board approved a 2.5% wage increase for Stockbridge teachers on April 10, 1995.
• Ingham County recorded 18 jail overcrowding emergencies in the previous year, the most ever in 

one year, which led to a proposal in April 1995 by Sheriff Gene Wriggelsworth for 1) a tether/house arrest 
program, 2) courts accepting credit cards, and 3) construction of a minimum-security facility. 

• The SHS Forensics team sent qualifiers to the regionals on April 25, 1995. Team members competed in 
broadcasting, informative speaking, and multiple interpretation. The program was only in its third year of 
existence.

(as reported in The Town Crier)
• On April 1, 1970, the paper carried news of three automatic 

voting machines recently purchased for $2,130 each. The machines 
would enable the Township to have just one precinct instead of two 

and would replace “marking an X in a square” with “pulling a lever.” At that time Stockbridge had between 
900–975 registered voters. A future open house was planned to help familiarize residents with the new 
machines.

• Three Stockbridge notables: Arthur M. Wilde and Kenneth Waldron of Stockbridge were honored for 
outstanding sales performance during the previous year. Both received their Ford 300–500 Club membership 
pins for sales performance. For the 24th consecutive year, Herald Ludtke qualified for membership in Life 
Insurance Leaders of Michigan.

• Sadly, the April 15 edition contained more than its share of distressing news: A 4-year-old preschooler 
was hit by a car and killed in Dansville, a motorcycle mishap in Stockbridge resulted in a 15-year-old being 
hospitalized, and a father of seven was killed when his truck struck a tree southeast of Stockbridge.

• Other newsworthy events reported in April 1970 editions: 1970 Census Forms were mailed out to all 
households…Gregory 4-H’ers won “Ribbons Galore” in the annual Spring Achievement 
in Howell, including 18 blue ribbons, two reds, and one white…Eighteen members of the 
Stockbridge Jaycees and their wives attended that organization’s charter-night ceremonies 
at the Anchor Inn in Pinckney with George Lee accepting the gavel on the behalf of the new 
Jaycees chapter…Sarah Caskey, 77, retired after 24 years as a receptionist and switchboard 
operator in the offices of D&C Stores, Inc. in Stockbridge…SHS students on the Future 
Farmers of America Soil Judging team ranked top in the state, scoring 1,393 of a possible 
1,500 points.

(as reported in Stockbridge Brief-Sun)
• On the national front, the April 1, 1920, 

edition carried this patent recap for some of the 
stranger inventions sanctioned by the Patent 

Office: “a tornado-proof house (built on a pivot)”; a “pedal calorificator” (for keeping one’s 
toes warm with the help of tubing, worn under clothing, with a branch leading to each foot 
and a mouthpiece at the top for blowing into the tubing to keep your feet warm); “a corncob 
on a stick for polishing false teeth”; and a “noiseless alarm clock” that yanks the sleeper’s 
arm to wake him.

• An excerpt from “What’s Ailing America These Days,” published on April 1, 1920: 
“Too many diamonds, not enough alarm clocks…Too many serge suits, not enough 
overalls…Too much décolleté, not enough aprons…Too many satin upholstered limousines, 
not enough cows.”

• Stockbridge election returns were reported in the April 8, 1920, edition. “Out of a poll 
list of over 700, 336 voted here on Monday, April 5, 1920: 118 straight Republicans, 76 
straight Democrats, 140 splits, and 2 thrown out as not voted.” Also, the Daylight Savings 
Plan garnered 195 Yes votes and 124 No votes.

• In “The Kitchen Cabinet” you could find a recipe for Mock Cherry Pie that called for 
cranberries and raisins, among other things, and a recipe for a Nut Omelet that called for 
nuts, eggs, salt, and pepper.

• The April 15, 1920, edition reported “Discontent in Both City and Country.” Two men 
from a nearby large city were in town recently. One had purchased a farm and one was 
renting a farm. They had been working in large factories for the going wage but said their 
expenses were taking all they made. Meanwhile, the paper reported, a number of local men 
had left the farming life. They resented not having a voice in the prices they received for 
their products and were unable to find help to work their farms.
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CADL's response to COVID-19
On March 10, it 

was announced that two 
Michigan residents tested 
positive for coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19), 
the first confirmed cases in 
our state. Keeping members 
and staff safe and healthy 
is our top priority. As such, 

we’ve made important changes to our procedures and events.
Starting immediately, we have begun canceling meeting room use and 

outreach events. As of Monday, March 16, all library events are canceled until 
further notice. 

The library’s senior management team is following and complying with 
recommended CDC procedures. All staff members have been encouraged to 
follow CDC guidelines to minimize risk. In addition, we’ve increased the 
frequency of cleaning and sanitizing of children’s toys, equipment, hard surfaces 
and public computers.

If you’re sick and won’t be able to return your items on time, please reach 
out to branch staff or our online chat service for help. For members who qualify 
due to illness or disability, our free Books by Mail service is a wonderful option. 
Call 517-334-1528 for more information.

As always, CADL members may download or stream books, movies, 
magazines, and music from cadl.org/digital directly to any computer or mobile 
device.

If there are further impacts to CADL as a result of coronavirus, we will share 
updates through our member emails, social media and website. You can also 
contact your local branch or use our online chat service for updates.

Thank you for your understanding during this challenging time.
Sincerely, 
Scott Duimstra, CADL executive director

COVID-19 page 1
TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF:
 Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after you have been in a 

public place or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use 
a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they 
feel dry.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your community. This is 

especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick.
TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT OTHERS:

Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care.

Learn what to do if you are sick.

Cover coughs and sneezes

 When you sneeze, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow.. Throw used 
tissues in the trash. Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 
water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Wear a face mask if you are sick.

If you are sick, you should wear a face mask when you are around other people (e.g., sharing a room 
or vehicle) and before you enter a health care provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a face mask (for 
example, because it causes trouble breathing), then you should do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes, 

and people who are caring for you should wear a face mask if they enter your room. Learn what to do if you are sick.
If you are NOT sick, you do not need to wear a face mask unless you are caring for someone who is sick (and they 

are not able to wear a face mask). Face masks may be in short supply, and they should be saved for caregivers.
Clean and disinfect
Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily: Tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, 

handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks. If surfaces are dirty, clean them. Use detergent 
or soap and water prior to disinfection. 

To disinfect: Most common EPA-registered household disinfectants will work. Use disinfectants 
appropriate for the surface. Check to ensure the product is not past its expiration date. Unexpired household 

bleach will be effective against coronaviruses when properly diluted. To dilute your household bleach into a disinfecting 
solution, mix 5 tablespoons (1/3 cup) bleach per gallon of water, or 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water. Follow 
manufacturer’s instructions for application and proper ventilation. Never mix household bleach with ammonia or any other 
cleanser. 

Ensure alcohol solutions are at least 70% alcohol. Other common EPA-registered household disinfectants are 
expected to be effective against COVID-19, based on data for harder to kill viruses. Follow manufacturers’ instructions for 
all cleaning and disinfecting products (e.g., concentration, application method and contact time, etc.).

These steps can slow the spread of the coronavirus and flatten the curve. A rapid spike of COVID-19 would tax our 
health systems—particularly hospitals and supporting staff. 

Bottom line: We all can make a difference by following the CDC guidelines. With the help of millennials (age group 
between 31 and 37), we can flatten the curve.

This uncharted territory can be extremely stressful for everyone due to anxiety, worry, and the fear related to your own 
health and that of family and friends. Financial worries, loneliness, boredom, and frustration can contribute to our stress. 
Here are a few things to do to decrease anxiety:

- Understand the risks.
- Stay up to date on what’s happening (CDC.gov, Michigan Department of Health and Human services are a few sites).
- Don’t watch the news constantly.
- Work with your employer to reduce financial stress.
- Connect with others (phone, email, Face Time or other social media).
- Discuss your feelings with friends and family.
- Talk with your doctor.
- Create and stick to a schedule.
- Walk outside, using social distancing.
- Participate in yoga, stretching, and other exercise.
- Engage in activities you enjoy.
- Above all, stay positive and calm!
(Source: CDC.gov and SAMAHSA “Taking Care of Your Mental Health”)

Local resident Diane Gray 
Constable is going to the dogs, 
more specifically to flat-coated 
retriever champions

by Cathy Collins
Most weekends, you will find 

Gregory resident Diane Gray 
Constable in the show ring with 
one or more of her purebred, flat-
coated retriever champions. For 
more than three decades, Diane 
has enjoyed breeding, raising, 
training and showing her dogs, a 
rewarding sport activity that not 
only allows her to spend time with 
dogs but also with friends. 

Diane’s affinity for showing 
dogs began early. Growing up, 
she always had mixed breeds but 
wanted a purebred. 

See Constable on page 10. 

Diane Gray Constable has enjoyed 
breeding, raising, training and 
showing her dogs for more than three 
decades. Photo provided by Diane 
Gray Constable
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But now there are only three priority levels of PIP. If you are injured in an auto accident, the 
policy that covers your medical bills will be: 

a) your own policy in your name; or 
b) if you do not have a policy in your name, then it goes to the policy of your spouse that you 

live with, or 
c) if neither of those, then it goes to the policy of your “resident relative” (i.e. the policy of a 

person related to you that lives in your same household). And sorry, your first cousin once removed, 
by marriage, does not meet the definition of “relative.”

If none of those are applicable, then your PIP coverage goes to the Assigned Claims Plan AND 
HAS A LIMIT OF $250,000. Thus, you no longer have unlimited PIP.

Said another way, drivers or occupants of private-passenger automobiles and non-occupants, 
such as pedestrians, bicyclists, ORV operators, etc., involved in an auto accident, are no longer 
provided Personal Injury Protection (PIP) through the named insured’s policy unless they are one of 
the following:

– Named insured
– Named insured's spouse
– Relative domiciled with a named insured
The best way for people in the above examples to protect themselves is to get a policy in their 

own name. Mom and Dad can kill two birds with one stone by titling the car over to the child 
who no longer lives at home. This will take some potential liability away from the parents. This is 
because, when there is an accident with serious injuries, the at-fault driver will likely be sued AND 
the person on the title will also likely be sued. Removing Mom or Dad from title removes some of 
their liability exposure.

If a person in this situation does not own a car, they can get what is called a “Named Operator 
Policy” offered by some insurance carriers. This is basically a policy without a car, so it includes 
liability and PIP, but no coverage for damage to a vehicle.

In upcoming articles, we’ll discuss some of the other changes and how a reader’s cost of 
insurance will be affected. There IS good news!

Jon Fillmore is president of Abbott & Fillmore Agency, Inc.; CIC (Certified Insurance 
Counselor); BA-Finance, Michigan State University; MBA, University of Michigan

Insurance page 1

Update on Re'Solution: Food access 

First "Winter Fresh Food Initiative" volunteers from 
Jeruel Baptist Church and Stockbridge Community 
Outreach. L-R Cathy Burleson, JoAnn Tangeman, 
Dianna Carpenter, Kim Reid, Rowan Bartholomew. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Checking in on what’s happening 

to bring food back into the Stockbridge 
area, this reporter found daily access 
to fresh food is still limited, but 
visionaries within organizations such 
as Stockbridge Community Outreach, 
the Open Air Market of Stockbridge, 
Stockbridge’s First Presbyterian 
Church, Stockbridge DDA, the 
Stockbridge Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and the newly formed Eat 
Better Committee of the Stockbridge 
Area Wellness Coalition are trying to 
address the problem.

Stockbridge Community Outreach 
has stepped up in a couple of ways to 
help bring fresh food to those most in 
need. They partner with two different 
food banks to bring food into the 
community. One food bank, the South 
Michigan Food Bank (an organization 
out of Battle Creek, https://
smfoodbank.org) has given Outreach 

a special grant to participate in its Fresh Food Initiative (FFI) year-round program. Outreach has 
been participating over the past three years with the weekly Summer FFI program, but through this 
new grant, Outreach can now offer free, fresh produce once per month to anyone who shows up at 
the food distribution at Munith’s Jeruel Baptist Church in Jackson County. This new offering takes 
place the second Monday each month and started Feb. 10. For that distribution, recipients were 
eager to participate, many arriving as early as 3:30 p.m., waiting in their vehicles until the doors 
opened at 4:30 p.m. Volunteers run the program very efficiently–to my surprise, all 40 or so families 
were served in less than 30 minutes and they all were even given the opportunity to go back through 
the line if they wanted more of the apples, oranges, grapes, potatoes and walnuts available. (The 
produce given out each month changes and depends upon what the South Michigan Food Bank is 
able to procure.)

“We are happy to work with Outreach to be able to help our community with fresh fruits and 
vegetables during the cold months. Volunteers are so essential and much appreciated. If you can't 
stand in line, a volunteer can go through the line for you and meet you at the end of the line to help 
you [with your produce] to your car,” explains Stephanie Yannella, coordinator of the FFI program 

and Jeruel Baptist Church team leader. She continued, “This program is open to all, no matter where 
you live—no paperwork required, just a signature on a piece of paper stating that you need food.” 
Recipients are encouraged to bring their own bags and carts. Doors will open at 4:30 for the 5 p.m. 
distribution.

Another fill-the-gap program recently started at Outreach involves volunteers traveling to the 
Greater Lansing Food Bank and bringing back gleaned or donated fresh food and dairy for distribution 
to Outreach clients. This started in January and so far Outreach has been able to provide a variety of 
items, including yogurt, milk, lettuce, carrots, celery, potatoes, and salad fixings. Currently, volunteers 
go every other week on Tuesday or Wednesday to pick from what’s available at the food bank to have 
it ready for when Outreach opens on Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Virginia (Ginny) Rezmierski, a retired University of Michigan professor, is currently acting 
as a facilitator with several groups from Stockbridge and one area of her focus is “…access to 
fresh fruit, vegetables, and protein. It is our hope, given the need in the community, that we can 
form synergy [among] the many people who recognize this need,” Rezmierski shared in a recent 
phone conversation. Working closely in this endeavor are Pastor Deb Smith, of Stockbridge First 
Presbyterian Church, and Suzi Greenway, market manager for the Open Air Market of Stockbridge. 
“We have added a second winter market called the ‘Winter Pantry Market’ during the Fourth Friday 
Free Community Dinners at the Presbyterian Church in downtown Stockbridge. Our first Winter 
Pantry Market was held in January and our food vendors there included produce, cheese, frozen 
meats, honey, maple syrup, jams, eggs, bread, pies, cookies and other baked goods. We set up in the 
back room and found that patrons ate dinner first and then came shopping,” recalled Greenway. “We 
plan to continue the indoor markets until we head outside again in May on Fridays from 4 – 7 p.m. on 
the Stockbridge Township Square.” Both Smith and Greenway are part of the Eat Better Committee of 
the Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition, which is meeting monthly to try to address the longer-term 
access-to-food issue. For more info, please contact Ashley at ashley@5healthytowns.org.

Another key group in this collaborative effort is the Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority. “We, the DDA, have made a proposal on a much-needed and substantially increased budget 
to the indoor and Open Air Market this year, pending official approval on final vote from the village 
council,” explains Geri Uihlien of the DDA. Uihlien is enthusiastic about supporting and seeing 
growth within the Open Air Market of Stockbridge.

Wake Up Stockbridge has teamed up with Crossroads Bridge Builders—both online Facebook 
groups are networking on a more individual level by coordinating rides to and from the FFI food 
distributions, community dinners, the winter markets and even to a grocery store. Jodelle Sparks, 
online coordinator of Crossroads Bridge Builders explains, “We will continue offering, through the 
ministry services, help with transportation to a Fresh Food Initiative distribution like the one through 
Outreach at Jeruel Baptist Church, or to grocery stores.” 

Also, area convenience stores have started offering some fresh produce among their wares—be 
sure to support their efforts.

Need a ride to these events or help with grocery pick up? Contact tcolemullins@gmail.com.
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Rural perspectives
article and photos by Rose Collison
Turkeys travel in flocks and search 

the ground for nuts, berries, insects 
and snails. They use their strong feet to 
scratch leaf litter out of the way. In early 
spring, males gather in clearings. There, 
they perform courtship displays, puffing 
up their body feathers, flaring their tails 
into a vertical fan, and strutting slowly 

A male turkey struts his stuff.

Two males in competition.

while giving their characteristic 
gobbling call. At night, turkeys fly 
up into trees to roost in groups.

After retiring from Stockbridge 
Community Schools, Rose Collison 
joined the board of Stockbridge 
Community News. She serves as 
volunteer photographer and manages 
the Where’s Waldo contest. She and 
husband Ken have lived in the area 
for a number of years.

Susan Pidd Realty makes the cut in local 
realty business with on-site financing support

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Monday, March 2, Susan Pidd 

of Susan Pidd Realty opened her 
business doors to The Stockbridge 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
as well as village and township 
officials and local business owners 
for a ribbon cutting to celebrate 
and welcome the business into the 
community.

The ribbon cutting follows on 
the heels of an early December open 
house in which Pidd welcomed 
friends, family, and clients for a 
low-key celebration launching the 
realty firm, which offers on-site 
financing support and settlement 
services.

Susan Pidd Realty consists 
of Pidd herself; Ben Barber, the 
mortgage loan organizer from First 
Savings Bank; and fellow Realtor® 

The Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting 
for Susan Pidd Realty. Front left to right: Jodelle Sparks, Jessica Harvey, 
Susan Pidd, Cody Harvey. Middle left to right: Frederick Cattell, Debbie 
Nogle, Ed Wetherell. Back left to right: Richard Mullins, Becky Muraf, 
Kevin Numinen Photo Credit Digital Crumbs Photography (James Clark-Swalla)

Cody Harvey.
Upon welcoming her guests into the historic village-home-turned-realty-office, Pidd gave tours of the 

newly renovated offices while pointing out ways in which they managed to retain the historical integrity of the 
home. Each individual office boasts a homey feel with functional features for supporting prospective home 
buyers and sellers.

Susan Pidd Realty (motto: “A Realtor you can trust!”) is located at 220 W. Main in Stockbridge. Office 
hours are 9 a.m – 5 p.m. Office: 517-851-7568. Susan Pidd: 517-775-1610. 
Email: SusanPiddRealty@gmail.com.
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Think you know the area? Here's a chance 
to prove it. SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within the Stockbridge 
School District. Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will be entered into 
a drawing, and one overall winner will be selected.

Since no one guessed March's photo of *88 
belonged to an Enbridge building, April's winner 
will receive two $20 Farmers State Bank Branded 
Prepaid Visa gift cards. Thank you to Farmers State 
Bank. 

To participate, enter your best guess as to 
the subject of the photo along with your name, 

April's ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or 
snail mail to Stockbridge Community News 
(c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no 
later than April 6.

Recognize the subject of this picture and its location? Enter to win two $20 Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift cards. Photo credit Rose Collison
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Veggie Faces No Bake Veggie 
Pizzas and Wraps

Sponsored by

1. To assemble, start by spreading the “crust” with one or 
more types of “sauce.”
2. Add desired toppings to make a fun face.
3. To serve, cut into wedges like a pizza, roll up like a 
burrito or wrap, or fold like a quesadilla.

Recipe from Two Healthy Kitchens
twohealthykitchens.com/veggie-faces-no-bake-vegetable-pizzas-
and-wraps/

Crust: Whole-grain tortilla, pita or flat bread

Sauce: your favorite flavor of reduced-fat 
cream cheese, nonfat Greek yogurt dip (check 
out flavors like French onion or jalapeno), 
hummus and/or cottage cheese

Toppings: Fresh veggies such as: colorful 
peppers (diced, slivered or cut into shapes), 
halved grape or cherry tomatoes, sliced 
cucumbers, carrot sticks or shreds, small 
broccoli florets, celery sticks, peas, sliced 
mushrooms, pitted black olives, alfalfa 
sprouts, shredded reduced-fat cheese
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Staff Spotlight: Two careers and more 
than 40 years in service to others

Mary Waterhouse's favorite 
thing about teaching in 
Stockbridge is her colleagues. 
"We unite to create an 
environment, community 
and culture of caring for 
our students, staff and 
community," Waterhouse said.

by Amy Haggerty
Mary Waterhouse has worked for Stockbridge Schools since 2008, with students 

in grades ranging from middle school to high school. Being a teacher of special needs 
students requires much patience and creativity. During her tenure, Waterhouse has 
worked with a wide range of students with various disabilities and difficulties.

Besides teaching, she is also president of the Stockbridge Education Association and 
has negotiated several new contracts for the teachers. Waterhouse organizes testing for 
students in grades 8 through 11 who need extended time taking the PSAT and SAT tests, 
and she has mentored a new teacher. Due to her many responsibilities, Waterhouse is 
generally very busy and tends to work long hours. 

Born in Saginaw, her parents moved their large family of six boys and five girls 
to Williamston when Waterhouse was 4 years old. Her father worked as a conveyor 
systems engineer. Later in life, her mother went to work part time at the Fowlerville 
dime store and was active on the Fowlerville City Council. 

Like so many who have been interviewed for this column, she credits her mother as 
being her greatest influence in life. 

“My mother is the person I always reflect back on. Her stamina, patience, and faith 
have supported me through the years. My mother would say, ‘Things will look better in 
the morning,’ and they always did!” 

Growing up in a small town has also remained an important factor in her life. 
“I love a small-town atmosphere, especially the ability to make a difference and not 

be lost in the crowd.”
Waterhouse married her husband 25 years ago. Unfortunately, in 2017 she lost her husband to early-onset Alzheimer’s 

disease. She is very proud that, while working full time, she was able to keep him cared for at home until his final year. All 
the while, she remained a pillar of strength while enduring this personal stress. 

She has one adult daughter, Heather, and two adult stepchildren, Christopher and Stacey. Waterhouse also has two 
grandchildren whom she absolutely adores. 

She received her Bachelor of Arts in Education from MSU, a Master of Arts in Education with a concentration in 
special education from U of M Flint, and an education specialist degree with a concentration in leadership—also from U 
of M Flint. But her path to teaching took a rather indirect route; before becoming a teacher, she worked as a professional 
cook for 20 years in the MSU Food Services Department. She catered for weddings and special events, cooked in the 
dormitories for 900-1,000 students per meal, and worked even larger events attended by upward of 3,500 people at the 
Wharton Center and Breslin Center.

“While at MSU, I had the opportunity to be on the cooking team for President Clinton and met him in person,” 
Waterhouse shared. 

What she likes most about working in Stockbridge is her colleagues. 
“We unite to create an environment, community and culture of caring for our students, staff, and community." 
Jeff Trapp, principal of Stockbridge High School, appreciates the work Waterhouse does. 
“Mary does a phenomenal job as the department head for the special education department and making decisions for 

what is best for her students and the whole school.” 
Waterhouse considers her greatest accomplishment in life being able to have two careers for over 20 years each. She 

treasures the life experiences and the people she has met through the years. She is also grateful for the opportunity to 
obtain three college degrees while working those careers, all while raising her daughter and being a supportive wife. 

As she reflects on her past, Waterhouse sums her life up this way: 
“I want to be able to say I made a difference in someone's life, that my contribution made an impact.” 
Her advice to Stockbridge students: “Things look better in the morning.” 

Holistic Hands Massage ribbon cutting

Ribbon cutting for Holistic Hands Massage Therapy. 
Left to right: Jodelle Sparks, Theresa Kightlinger, 
Naomi Carson, Molly Howlett, Eric and Carrie Holmes, 
Olga Kaminsky, Becky Muraf, Deborah Winnie. Photo 
credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
On Friday, Feb. 21, Holistic Hands Massage Therapy 

opened its doors to theStockbridge Township and Village 
officers, along with numerous local businesses who joined 
the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce for the 
business’s ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Holistic Hands has been in business just over two years, 
but it was not until Oct. 1, 2019, that owner Carrie Holmes 
moved the business into the new office located at the 
Stockbridge Activity Center (SAC) building. 

Holmes has been doing massage therapy for about 31 
years and specializes in many areas. In fact, massage is 
like a lifelong hobby for Holmes, who attended LCC out of 
high school and returned and finished her degree at Baker 
College.

“I am very fortunate that my hobby has turned out so 
well. I've told people that once my hobby becomes a job, I'll 
quit. Luckily, many wonderful clients have asked me to keep 
my hobby!” Her positive smile underscores her sincerity.

Holistic Hands Massage offers deep-tissue/therapeutic massage, relaxation massage, and chair massage, with 
appointment lengths ranging from 10 minutes to one-and-a-half hours. 

To book your massage, contact Holistic Hands at 517-917- 0789 or look up Holistic Hands Massage on Facebook. 
Holistic Hands Massage is located at 305 W. Elizabeth St., Room 101, Stockbridge.

Chamber has scissors, 
will travel—to Munith to 
celebrate bank’s remodel

Together, representatives from SACC and Farmers State Bank cut the 
ribbon to commemorate the bank’s remodel. Pictured are Jodelle Sparks, 
SACC president; Karen A. Allen, Farmers senior VP; Jeanne Richter, 
Farmers president and CFO; Craig M. Goodlock, Farmers chairman and 
CEO; and Deborah Winnie, an SACC board member. Photo credit Digital 
Crumbs Photography (James Clark-Swalla).

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Friday, Feb. 21, the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce (SACC) joined 

the Munith branch of Farmers State Bank in a ribbon-cutting ceremony and 
open house commemorating the bank’s recently completed remodel. The staff 
at Farmers State Bank welcomed over 150 guests during the open house and 
provided tours of the building to those who were interested. Farmers State Bank 
is a locally owned, full-service commercial bank located at 201 N. Main St. in 
Munith. Additional branches are located in Stockbridge and Grass Lake.
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Student of the Month: 11th-grader Brooklyn 
Baker helps lead robotics team

FIRST Robotics Lead 
and teacher Bryan Tasior 
said, “Brooklyn is an 
exceptional young lady. 
She has tremendous work 
ethic, drive, integrity, 
and intelligence and is a 
fantastic student.”

by Cindy Lance
The Stockbridge High School First Robotics Team has enjoyed great success 

since its inception a short time ago. One of the keys could lie in the involvement 
of this month’s student spotlight, eleventh-grader Brooklyn Baker. The daughter 
of Dennis Baker, Brooklyn is a determined and driven young lady. Recently, she 
became Head Awards Captain and is a business mentor on the Junior High School 
Robotics team.

Stockbridge High Robotics won the Spring Arbor Competition, along with 
two other awards at the event. Brooklyn was nominated as a semi-finalist for the 
Dean’s List Award for FIRST Robotics. In addition to her involvement with the 
team, Brooklyn also volunteers at FIRST events at the elementary and middle 
school levels. Her goal, she says, is to start a FIRST Robotics team for the 
elementary schools.

Brooklyn loves the opportunities offered in our small public schools in 
Stockbridge through the varied classes. Being part of the FIRST robotics, she 
says, is the most memorable thing she has experienced in her academic career. 

“There is never a dull moment, and it always challenges me to learn new 
things.” It comes as no surprise that her words of advice are “even when 
something seems impossible, never lose hope. At our robotics competition, we 

Ask an Expert: What 
happens when my 
insurance company 
writes a low-ball estimate 
for repair?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
This month on Ask An Expert, we would 

like to educate the readers on a topic that 
unfortunately, most insured drivers aren’t 
aware of when their vehicle is involved in an 

accident and the insurer attempts to short-pay them on their claim. We'll look at 
what they can do to protect themselves and their economic well-being.

We recently spoke with Randall from Kalamazoo who had some very 
important questions regarding this very topic.

Randall: John and Theresa, my friend was recently involved in an 
automobile accident; luckily nobody was injured or hurt. The damage to his car 
was pretty bad, but luckily not totaled. He filed his claim, took the car to the 
repair facility, and the insurer said they would send a claims adjuster out, and 
everything seemed to go smooth… at first. But then he was made aware that his 
insurance company would not cover the full cost of his repair as suggested by 
his repair facility. I have to say it sounded like a nightmare, and got me thinking: 
what could I do to prepare myself in case I find myself in a similar situation.

John & Theresa: We are glad to hear nobody was hurt in the accident. 
Unfortunately, this is a problem all too common in our industry. As a certified 
repair facility, we will dismantle the damaged components to fully assess the 
vehicle’s damages. This includes running diagnostic scans, checking for damage 
to mechanical parts, frame and structure, the list goes on. We then write up an 
accurate estimate that follows the original equipment manufacturer’s (OEM) 
guidelines to repair the vehicle properly, thus restoring its safety, function, 
appearance, and value to the best of reasonable human ability. The unfortunate 
issue we run into daily is insurance adjusters who grossly underwrite their 
estimate by hundreds, and in some instances, by thousands of dollars.

Randall: This was exactly what happened to my friend with his claim. The 
shop told him their estimate, which was following all OEM procedures, would 
be around $7,400, but his insurance came back with $4,800 including the use 
of aftermarket (non-OEM) parts. How exactly can a repair facility's estimate 
be that dramatically different from the adjuster's? What can one do when this 
happens?

John & Theresa: This is a great question Randall, and it’s one that needs 
to be asked more often. When it comes to the differences in repair estimates, 
adjusters will try to cut corners by decreasing labor hours, materials, not listing 
needed procedures, and using cheap untested replacement crash parts. All of this 
can greatly impact the safety of your vehicle’s repair and its original designed 
safety characteristics. So when this happens, policyholders have a few options;

1. You can accept the adjuster's estimate and go with a potentially unsafe 
repair that will lower the vehicle’s value.

2. Or you can go with the repairer’s professional recommendations and get 
a safe and thorough repair, leaving you to pay the difference out of your own 
pocket.

3. Or you can invoke the appraisal clause and agree to a final outcome of an 
unbiased Umpire. Most insurance companies have this Right to Appraisal clause 
in their policy.

4. Or, you may seek recovery of any out of pocket expense for a proper 
repair by taking the insurer to small claims court.

Randall: Right to Appraisal Clause? What exactly does that mean?
John & Theresa: The “Right to Appraisal” clause is generally in most 

policies, under the “damage to your auto” section of your policy. It varies 
from state to state, but it is essentially when you and your insurance company 
are unable to reach a mutual agreement regarding your claim, either party can 
invoke an Appraisal whereas each are responsible for selecting and paying their 
own independent appraiser to assess the loss. From there, the appraisers will 
each provide their independent estimate to one another in an effort to come to a 
mutual agreement on the amount of loss.

Randall: What happens if the appraisers can’t agree on a fair amount?
John & Theresa: If the two appraisers cannot reach an agreement, they will 

then select an unbiased, independent umpire to make a final decision, of which, 
both parties split the umpire’s fee equally. When one or both appraisers agree 
with the umpire’s findings, the final settlement would be based upon same and is 
binding on all parties. 

Depending on the state, insurance company, and cost, this dispute resolution process 
can have both advantages and disadvantages to the customer.

See Expert on page 13.

were sure we weren’t going to do well. However, we ended up winning the competition.”
FIRST Robotics Lead and teacher Bryan Tasior had this to say, “Brooklyn is an exceptional young lady. 

She has tremendous work ethic, drive, integrity, and intelligence and is a fantastic student.” Tasior said he 
could go on about her many qualities, but her most outstanding one is her personality. 

“She brings out the best in those around her, including myself,” he said. “She has been an integral part 
of our robotics team's success. She has an infectious positive attitude that can make even stressful situations 
pleasant. The world would be a better place if there were more Brooklyn Bakers in it.”  

Senior high teacher Pam Gower continued the positive recommendation. “Brooklyn Baker's high level of 
independence, motivation, and joy when it comes to completing work towards her goals is very rare amongst 
young adults. Although Brooklyn has encountered challenges in her life, she never lets the challenges get in 
the way of working towards the dream of her best life. Brooklyn is kind and empathetic to both adults and 
peers, which contributes to her own well-being and ability to work cooperatively on projects.”

Upon graduation, Brooklyn plans to attend Lansing Community College to receive her certification in 
phlebotomy and become a certified nurse assistant. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge 
is providing dinner on March 27 

We invite 
you to pick up 
dinner on Friday, 
March 27 from 
5:30 to 7:00 pm. 
We are located at 
101 South Center 
Street.

Our church 
is closed the for 
the next couple of 
weeks; however, 
we will still have 
the 4th Friday 
dinner as a takeout. 
Dinner is free to 

the community with a Freewill Offering to help Stockbridge Community Outreach.
Pre-order available: https://forms.gle/qSfZHoeCdqZ13CcT7 or 517-851-7015 until March 26th at noon. Pre-order is 

not required, as drive-up and walk-up requests will also be taken.
Drive-thru only (no sit down). The menu is: lasagna, garlic bread, green beans, salad and dessert.
For questions, please contact 517-851-7015.
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Although she had never attended a dog show, she and her 
friend used to play "show dog" with their neighbor's poodle, 
a show champion. 

Another neighbor’s daughter had a champion collie and 
would sometimes visit.

After marrying in 1987 and purchasing a home, Diane 
started researching dogs for a purebred breed that would 
fit her lifestyle and one she could train for obedience. Her 
choice narrowed to the flat-coated retriever.

She located a reputable breeder and soon had a show-
quality, flat-coated retriever pup to train for obedience, 
although those were not her primary reasons making the 
purchase. With mild encouragement from the breeder, 
Diane decided to give showing a try. To make a long story 
short, the breeder became one of Diane’s mentors, and her 
first flat-coated retriever, Brandy, went on to become a 
champion, also earning obedience titles. 

After consulting with other owners and breeders to ensure 
that the offspring would be good examples of the flat-coated 
retriever breed, Diane bred Brandy. Now, 33 years later, she 
continues to show Brandy’s descendants.

Dog show participants are known to enjoy competing 
with one another, help each other, and celebrate each other's 
wins. Diane said it is also satisfying to see a puppy of a 
planned breeding, one she held from its first breath, become 
a show champion and win competition titles. 

Additionally, she stated, “It’s always fun for the judge to 
hand you the winning ribbon in the show ring or earn that 
qualifying win for a performance event!”

By far, Diane insisted, the greatest reward comes from 
the life-long friendships she has made with others who show 
dogs and from friendships with people who have received a 
dog bred from one of Diane's retrievers.

Constable page 3
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Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School Winter Semester Honor Roll
Seventh Grade Students
Johnson, Eliana
Monaghan, Ethan 
Rochow, Brock
Torrey, Zavien 
Vaccaro, Ava
Ransom, Anna
Vogel, Elliya
Carpenter, Kaden 
Collins, Emma 
Adkins, Alayna 
Dalton, Jacob
Moser, Miley 
Bradley, Ethan 
Mackinder, Megan 
Curtis, Xavier 
Hood, Danielle 
Fletcher, Brendon
Titus, Kathryn
Rogozinski, Zac 
Kunzelman, Chase 
Royal, Braiden
Coffman, Finn
Lopez, Brandon 
DuWig, Lily 
Conant, Christopher
Cowan, Samantha 
Asquith, Taylor
Beutler, Clare
Trost, Collin
Hollenbeck, Logan 
Anderson, Willow
Regan, Katelyn
Rogers, Hailey
Eighth Grade Students
Ballagh, Joseph 
Breese, Bryton
Brown, Casey
Burg, Grace 

Cesarz, Coco 
Dalton, Madelynn 
Heidrich, Kolton 
Hill, Clarissa 
Horneber, Evan
Jones, Maggie 
Kellenberger, Alaina
Knoll, Amber
Lockhart, Taylor 
Oversmith, Kaitlyn
Queen, Isabelle 
Satkowiak, Melanie
Wadkins, Nicole 
Wilson, Samantha
Caron, Breonna 
Cole, Landen
Debozy, Julianna
Huskey-Wright, Jordan 
Stanfield, Taiyler 
Nothnagel, Samantha 
Ortiz-Martinez, Jose 
Robidou, Gracee
Hart, Gavin
Roberts, Abigail
Gruber, Jason
Cole, Brady
Heath, Gabrielle 
Mowery, Reagan 
Schray, Claire 
Wright, Ethan 
Villegas-Castaneda, 
David
Bogan, Gerald 
Collins, Kegan 
Gerisch, Ayla 
Borowy, Andrea
Cipta, Macy
Matyzius, Megan 
Perry, Wyatt 

Vliet, Elizabeth
Whitt, Zane 
Fletcher, Zachary
Hoard, Olyvia 
Suter, Chloe
Nielsen, Kayden 
Muzzin, Hope
Parks, Azora
Samek, Remington 
Medeiros, Dylan 
Allen, Christian
Fitzsimmons, Connor 
Loveall, Cameron
Phillips, Donovan
Numinen, Gaven 
Chapman, Dennis
Rosul, Megan
Stenman, Christian 
Stevens, Brianna
Ninth Grade Students
Bennett, Drew 
Hammerberg, Jack
Marshall, Hannah 
Polenz, Brianna
Vaccaro, Emily 
VanPelt, Emily 
Williams, Lillian 
Adkins, Adrianna
Bolton, Micah 
Kaltschmidt, Emma
Niec, Grace
Smith, Christopher 
VanHook, Alyssa 
Mahler, Maggie
Beutler, Josephina 
Handshoe, Timothy 
Brumm, Kathryn
Culver, Krista
Dalton, Makenzie 

Moser, Devon 
Wilde, Kristina 
Keeler, Natalie 
Hackworth, Tierney 
Phillips, Gabriella 
Phillips, Jamie 
Place, Arianna
Bartrum, Bailey 
Odem, Dominick
Smith, Jolie
Sawicki, Jacob 
Boyce, Larissa 
Shepherd, Tessa 
Cook, Collin 
Hufnagel, Ivori 
Mullins, Alora
Rooney, Teresa 
Marshall, Paul 
Risner, Janelle
Bolcavage, Lirin 
Pignanello, Donavin 
Armstrong, Michael
Whitaker, Dakoda
Porter, Charles
Vliet, Timothy
Lewis, Noah 
McLennan, Jack 
Schlaff, Abigail
Tenth Grade Students
Austin, Audrey 
Beydoun, Hythem
Dreier, Grace 
Fletcher, Olivia 
Heidrich, Kylin 
Howlett, Brandon
Huskey-Wright, Jonah 
Knoll, Ashton
Miller, Zachary
Muscato, Julianne 

Rochow, Brooklyn 
Rooke, Julianna E
Rosedale, Malena
Satkowiak, Dalton
Switzenberg, Sydney 
Tolson, Rylee
Torrey, Xyan Elijah
Walker, Kaitelyn
Wright, Brendan 
Wright, Mayzie
Lozano, Yareli 
Minix, Ally
Yannella, Brenden
Myers, Makayla
Whitaker, Connor
Lackey, Sarah 
Wilkins, Jaslyn 
Sanford, Zachary 
Fowler, Logan 
Robinson, Harlie
Storie, Dominic 
Wilson, Veronica 
Gipe, Sidney
Hatfield, McKenzie 
Wilson, Merle
Mahler IV, Daniel
Knoll, Austin
Oversmith, Carson
Rogozinski, Gwen
Nothnagel, Jack
Gipson, Tylee
Glatz, Jakob
Kennedy, Riley
Cervantes Melchor, 
Yarely
Bedgood, William 
Connolly, Kalysta 
Goble, Marissa 
Rice, Paige

Jaszkowski, Justin 
Crockett, Mya 
Brewster, Evan 
Conant, Jaidehn 
Cool, Joshua 
Noble, McKenzie
11th Grade Students
Baker, Brooklyn 
Demerath-Shanti, 
Keshava
Eskew, Melanie
Gipson, Haley
Heinzman, Carissa
Hill, Brianna 
Howard, Hailey 
Humrich, Lillian 
Jones, Brock 
Lockhart, Hannah 
Miller, Kaitlin 
Nichols, Molly
Ortiz-Martinez, Evelyn 
Youngblood, Joy 
Beauregard, Claire
Coffman, Jonah 
Kittle, Laurynn 
Lance, Isaac 
Asquith, Chelsey
Dalton, Kaylee
Olson, Jacob 
Casto, Rose
Gustafson, Jacey 
Marhofer, Julia 
Redford, Chelsea
Whitaker, Wyatt
Yannella, Mackenzye
Douglas, Abigail 
Hightower, Alexis 
Killinger, Peyton 
Steinkraus, Haylie 

Johnson, Peter 
Ellsworth, Trystyn 
McLennan, Spencer 
Suojanen, Luke
Storie-Vine, Austin
Barbour, Brayden 
Mazuca, Madison 
Austin, Samuel 
Kapalla, Hunter 
Woods, Emily 
Angell, Kaylee 
Platte, Elizabeth 
Powers, Dylan
Caroen, Devin 
Haines, Lucas 
Franklin, Michael 
Rosul, Milan
Aiken, Madison 
Brewer, Cameron 
Davis, Andrew 
Hall, Grace 
Stitt, Samantha
12th Grade Students
Andrews, Kelsey 
Austin, Jesse 
Ayers, Tylin 
Beauregard, Micah 
Bliss, Isabelle 
Carey, Taylor 
Carriero, Andrew 
Catron, Megan 
Fowler, Caitlin 
Gauss, Lucas 
Hawkins, Alic-Mychael 
Heidrich, Baylee
Merriweather, Mickenzi 
Morris, John 
Rooke, Jacob 
Shepard, Kaylie 

Showerman, Tyler 
Taylor, William 
Twining, Adam 
Whitt, Sylvia 
Wooden, Paige 
Ely, Haley 
Kaltner, Christopher 
Blanzy, Ashley
Brewster, George 
Hall, Christopher 
Sawicki, Zachary 
Hackworth, Oriana 
Myers, Jordan 
Breslin, Emily 
Ousley, Zoanne 
Smith, Hannah 
Ousley, Adrian 
Roberts, Samuel
Adkins, Kaleb 
Knight, Adam 
Schlaff, Anastasia 
Bolton, Hannah 
Bunce, Kael 
Killinger, Alexis 
Porter, William 
Beutler, Dominic 
Cervantes Melchor, Maira 
Chapman, Cassandra 
Niec, Bradley 
Bartholomew, Rowan 
Choate, Frederick 
Risner, Maria 
Payne, Morgan 
Stanfield, Justin 
Nielsen, Mahayla 
Demerath-Shanti, Shaddai
Medina, Elysia 
Lytle, Caleb 
Argento, Samantha 
Viebahn, Trent
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

March 16, 2020
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called 

the Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
to order on February 17, 2020 at 7:30pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at 
the Stockbridge Township Regular Board Meeting; 
Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
Kris Lauckner, Trustee Ed Wetherell, Trustee Terry 
Sommer via Skype Member absent from meeting: 
None

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Wetherell Motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Regular Board meeting agenda as printed Wetherell 
second Discussion Amend motion and add on Chamber 
square usage agreement and MJ Electric Special 
Use Permit Lantis motion to accept Agenda with 
the amendments Muraf Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

Citizen Comments None
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 

Board meeting minutes from February 17, 2020 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township 
Board financial report as printed from April 1, 2019 
thru March 16, 2020 Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Old Business
Lantis motion to table shades/blinds/Curtains till 

Stockbridge Township Board next regular meeting in 
April 2020 Muraf Second All In Favor Motion Carried

Muraf motion to move $40,000.00 from Personnel 
Department line 270-801 Professional Contractual 
Serv and $10,000.00 from Building Authority line 
279-775 Repairs & Maintenance to Building & 
Grounds 265-818 Contracted Services adding a total 
of $50,000.00 Roll Call Vote Wetherell Yes, Sommer 
Yes, Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in Favor 
Motion Carried

New Business
Lantis Motion to approve the Open Air Market 

of Stockbridge on the following dates of 2020 
May:1,8,15,22,29, June: 5,12,19,26, July: 
3,10,17,24,31, August: 7,14,21,28, September: 
4,11,18,25, October: 2,916,23,30. Along with All 
Clubs Ride on May 3rd 2020 and All Clubs Day on 

September 20, 2020 Lauckner Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Lantis Motion to accept the Stockbridge Chamber 
usage agreement for the Stockbridge Township Hall 
Square for the Day in the Village Sommer Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Discussion on was had that the Stockbridge Township 
Offices will be closed to the public as of March 17, 2020 
the office will still be operating via phone email and by 
appointment as needed until further notice due to the 
Covid-19

Lantis motion to approve the Special Use Permit 
for MJ Election with the Planning Commission 
recommendation of 1) A Flagger to direct traffic any 
time a truck is sitting Ideal on M-52. 2) Operating 
hours are Monday thru Sunday 6am to 7pm. All heavy 
equipment/machinery must be shut down no later then 
7pm. 3)Land must be vacated by June 30th 2020 or a 
new special use permit approved by that date. Roll Call 
Vote Muraf Yes, Wetherell Yes, Sommer Yes, Lauckner 
Yes, Lantis Yes. Motion Carried

Lantis motion for Muraf and Jill Ogden to purchase 
a new computer and monitor and equipment that is 
going to be needed for the building department up to 
the amount of $2,000.00 Lauckner Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Lantis motion to purchase a second computer for the 
Stockbridge Township Assessor Lauckner Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Muraf motion to raise the Election Inspector pay to 
$13.00 an hour per inspector and $15.00 an hour per 
Chair Wetherell Second Roll Call Vote Muraf Yes, 
Wetherell Yes, Sommer Yes, Lauckner Yes, Lantis Yes 
All in Favor Motion Carried

Stockbridge Township Board has agreed to no pay 
increase at this time

Lantis will be reaching out to the Ingham County Road 
Commissioner William Conklin to discuss Oakley Road 
and any future projects in Stockbridge Township. 

Muraf motion to table Stockbridge Township new 
office grand opening Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried

Citizen Comments: Discussion
Lantis motion to Adjourn the Stockbridge Township 

Regular Monthly Board meeting at 8:22pm on Monday 
March 16, 2020 Lauckner Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council Meeting March 2, 2020 – Synopsis
Meeting called to order by President Pro-Tem Cattell at 7:00 pm.Roll Call: PRESENT:Pro-Tem 

Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla , Trustee Heath Corey, 
Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Kim Morehouse; ABSENT: President Molly Howlett, Others Present: 
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens were also present

Pledge of Allegiance Boy Scouts Troop #425 led the pledge of allegiance;.Approval of Agenda
MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; the March 2, 2020 agenda 

as amended to add under New Business: f. Letter from Township Supervisor Lantis; g. Tap Fees; 
h. Water and Sewer Increase; add Unfinished Business: a. 111 W. Main Street Motion carried with 
unanimous ayes; Approval of Minutes: MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve 
the minutes of February 3, 2020 as amended; change the President led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
Boy Scout Troop 425 led the Pledge of Allegiance.Motion carried with unanimous ayes; MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve the special minutes of February 18, 2020 as 
presented by Clerk Nogle Motion carried with unanimous ayes;Public Comment – There was public 
comment; FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable: MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by 
Corey, APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Uihlein, Quintanilla, 
Corey, Mullins, Morehouse, Cattell NAYS: None ABSENT: Howlett MOTION PASSED; President 
Report President Pro-Tem Cattell updated the council on ongoing projects;.Police Report – No 
report. NEW BUSINESS Acclamation: Boy Scouts

The Village of Stockbridge Council recognized Troop Scout Kaleb Adkins for achieving Eagle 
Scout for the outstanding work in building 4 benches for Stockbridge School District Nature Trail.

Chamber of Commerce/Suzi Greenway Road Closures MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED 
by Corey, APPROVED; to road closures for the Day in the Village and table the road closures 
for Suzi Greenway.Motion carried unanimously; Meeting Date Change MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; to reschedule the April 6, 2020 meeting to April 13, 
2020.Motion carried unanimously; Vacant Village Property MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; to table the village property on S. M106 until more information can be 
obtained. Motion carried unanimously; Cemetery Lots Increase MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, APPROVED; to table the Cemetery Lots Increase. Motion carried unanimously Letter 
from Ingham County Judge Boyd MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
to table the letter from Judge Boyd of the building at 140 S. Clinton Street and 122 S. Clinton 
Street is structural sound. Motion carried unanimously. Tap Fees Increase MOTION by Uihlein, 
SUPPORTED by Morehouse, APPROVED; to table the tap fees increase.

Motion carried unanimously; Public Comment There was public comment. ADJOURNMENT: 
MOTION by Corey, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 

8:52pm. 
Respectfully submitted:

     Debbie Nogle, 
     Village Clerk 

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 
25 Feb. 2020 7 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road 

Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Kitley, Morency, McAlister, 

Walz. Also present were 4 residents and Building 
Inspector, Charlie Barnum. 
Public Comment: None.
Consent Agenda: Walz motioned with support 

from McAlister to approve the consent agenda as 
presented. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
Correspondence: None
Old Business: 
• Walz gave a report on the last Parks and 

Recreation meeting. She said there were two 
people interested in being members of the Parks 
and Recreation Committee. The group will start 
meeting every other month going forward. They 
have a survey they will be circulating in March. 
New Business: Morency stated that the 

Planning Commission held their hearing 
regarding the Prater Group Home request and 
submitted it to the Board for their approval 
with conditions. Bill Steere was elected to 
take the Vice Chair position on the Planning 
Commission. 
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister 

to approve the Special Permit for the Prater 
Daycare Group Home, with conditions as 
follows: 
1. Maximum number of children in attendance 

at the same time is 12. 
2. Hours of operation not to exceed sixteen (16) 

in a twenty-four (24) hour period.
3. Documentation of a State Licensing for a 

Daycare Group Home for the current owner.
4. Notify the Township within 10 days if the 

State Licensing status changes.
5. Subject to review by the Township’s Zoning 

Administration at least every two years or 
whenever there is a change in the status of the 
State License.

6. Provision for lighting of the drop off area.
7. Move the existing fenced play area away from 

the parcel front (Territorial Road) so that the front 
side (south side) is in line with the front of the 
house by June 1, 2020.
8. Fencing of the play area must be a minimum 

of 4 feet high in compliance with the Waterloo 
Township Zoning Ordinance, Article 11, Section 
11.08.1.
9. Provide for two cars to pass on the driveway 

to enable ingoing and outgoing drop offs to 
move without having to back up and the ability 
to turn around to avoid having to back out of the 
driveway, but without the detailed requirements 
in the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, Article 
16 Parking. Recommend to consider a future 
improvement in the driveway to make a circle 
drive at the turnaround to connect to the existing 
ingoing/outgoing driveway.
10. One identification sign shall be permitted.
Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried
Lance motioned with support from Kitley to 

reappoint the following people to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals: Ralph Schumacher (3 years), 
Mike Martin (2 years), Carmen Burgess (2 years), 
Garth Hannewald (3 years) and Rebecca Lackey 
(Alternate) (2 years). Aye/all; no/none. Motion 
carried.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: 

None 
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. Aye/all; no/
none. Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting will 

be on Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00. The next 
regular Board meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 24 at 7:00 p.m. Minutes will be published 
in the Stockbridge Community News at the 
end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.
Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk

Randall: What are the advantages and disadvantages?
John & Theresa: Well if the two appraisers can reach an agreement that is fair and agreed upon in a timely 

manner and for which the insurer will provide full payment for, this can work out very well in ensuring a proper 
and thorough repair in a reasonable time frame. However, when an umpire is called upon, sometimes this process 
can take considerably longer; and the end result oftentimes benefits the policyholder. Additionally, when an 
insured invokes the Appraisal Clause, it oftentimes encourages the insurer to reconsider and re-evaluate the claim 
whereas settlement can be reached without going through the appraisal process..

Randall: Wow, John and Theresa, I had no idea there was so much that went into making sure you have a safe 
repair after an accident. Thank you so much for taking your time to answer my questions.

John & Theresa: Anytime Randall, we hope you and the readers out there going forward take the time to 
really do your due diligence when it comes to choosing a policy and knowing exactly what is covered and what is 
not. Your agent can and should assist you in this regard. 

If you or the readers have any questions, you can always contact John and me at My Body Shop, and we will 
do our absolute best to answer any and all questions or refer you to those who can.

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have lived in 
the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, 
and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have been working on cars 
for more than 75 years.

Expert page 9
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Indoor activities for kids during a time of shelter in place

A clip from a YouTube video demonstrating kid friendly exercises. (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qBOdAde-mg)

Information provided by 5 Healthy TownsInformation provided by 5 Healthy Towns
Fears of the COVID-19 virus and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's order to shelter in place for three Fears of the COVID-19 virus and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's order to shelter in place for three 

weeks make it harder for a family to stay active. Children can become listless inside, and the weather weeks make it harder for a family to stay active. Children can become listless inside, and the weather 
may discourage any outdoor play. Burning energy indoors can be tricky, but there are plenty of ways may discourage any outdoor play. Burning energy indoors can be tricky, but there are plenty of ways 
to keep kids busy, creative and active during this time.to keep kids busy, creative and active during this time.

Kid Friendly ExercisesKid Friendly Exercises – There are great videos for children on YouTube that explore Yoga,  – There are great videos for children on YouTube that explore Yoga, 
cardio exercises, Pilates, and more. You can play one for hours of fun activity that keeps kids busy, cardio exercises, Pilates, and more. You can play one for hours of fun activity that keeps kids busy, 
healthy, and active.healthy, and active.

For parents looking for activities outside the house, For parents looking for activities outside the house, many activities and programs outside the many activities and programs outside the 
house have been canceled. But they won't stay that way forever. Use this time to explore what kids house have been canceled. But they won't stay that way forever. Use this time to explore what kids 
may want to do when things return to normal. Wellness center activities are a good place to start. A may want to do when things return to normal. Wellness center activities are a good place to start. A 
swim and family pass may be available at the Dexter Wellness Center. The Chelsea Wellness Center swim and family pass may be available at the Dexter Wellness Center. The Chelsea Wellness Center 
has a Family Swim.has a Family Swim.

Both centers offer baby and preschool swim classes. For more information and to find out when Both centers offer baby and preschool swim classes. For more information and to find out when 
these programs will return, visit www.chelseawellness.org and www.dexterwellness.org. these programs will return, visit www.chelseawellness.org and www.dexterwellness.org.   

Arts and CraftsArts and Crafts – Do you have extra coffee filters or basic cooking ingredients? Try some art  – Do you have extra coffee filters or basic cooking ingredients? Try some art 
projects to keep little ones busy! Homemade play dough or cutting out snowflakes from paper or projects to keep little ones busy! Homemade play dough or cutting out snowflakes from paper or 
coffee filters are great ways to spark some creativity.  coffee filters are great ways to spark some creativity.  

How to make play dough.How to make play dough.
Materials: Materials: 
 1 cup white flour 1 cup white flour
 1 cup warm water 1 cup warm water
 2 tablespoons salt 2 tablespoons salt
 2 tablespoons cream of tartar 2 tablespoons cream of tartar
 2 tablespoons cooking oil 2 tablespoons cooking oil
 1 3oz pack of jello (multiple flavors for different colors) 1 3oz pack of jello (multiple flavors for different colors)
Directions:Directions:
1. Mix all of the ingredients together in a small saucepan (mix until the lumps 1. Mix all of the ingredients together in a small saucepan (mix until the lumps 

are gone)are gone)
2. Cook over medium heat, stirring continuously until you aren’t able to stir 2. Cook over medium heat, stirring continuously until you aren’t able to stir 

(until thick)(until thick)
3. Place on a floured cut board or surface and wait for it to cool (20-30 3. Place on a floured cut board or surface and wait for it to cool (20-30 

minutes)minutes)
4. Add more flour as you knead until it is no longer sticky (about ½ cup)4. Add more flour as you knead until it is no longer sticky (about ½ cup)
5. Add extra food coloring for brighter colors5. Add extra food coloring for brighter colors
6. Store in the refrigerator in an airtight container for repeated use – add more 6. Store in the refrigerator in an airtight container for repeated use – add more 

flour if stickyflour if sticky
(https://modernparentsmessykids.com/play-dough/)(https://modernparentsmessykids.com/play-dough/)
Bath funBath fun – Bath time can be a chore, but making it fun is super easy. There are  – Bath time can be a chore, but making it fun is super easy. There are 

tons of tub-safe paints and crayons that make it a cinch to keep kids busy and clean.tons of tub-safe paints and crayons that make it a cinch to keep kids busy and clean.
How to make Bathtub Paints.How to make Bathtub Paints.
These homemade paints are cheaper than store-bought paints and are safe on These homemade paints are cheaper than store-bought paints and are safe on 

tile, the tub, and skintile, the tub, and skin
Materials: Materials: 
 1/3 cup mild clear Joy dishwashing soap (you can use liquid baby soap) 1/3 cup mild clear Joy dishwashing soap (you can use liquid baby soap)
 1 tablespoon cornstarch 1 tablespoon cornstarch
 Food coloring Food coloring
 Ice cube tray – anything that will hold the paint Ice cube tray – anything that will hold the paint
Directions:Directions:
1. Mix cornstarch and liquid soap in bowl1. Mix cornstarch and liquid soap in bowl
2. Pour into ice cube tray, filing about ½ full2. Pour into ice cube tray, filing about ½ full
3. Put 4-8 drops of different food coloring colors into each section and mix3. Put 4-8 drops of different food coloring colors into each section and mix
(http://www.food.com/recipe/kids-bathtub-paints-66418)(http://www.food.com/recipe/kids-bathtub-paints-66418)
Family FunFamily Fun – Include the entire family for indoor fun by playing board games,  – Include the entire family for indoor fun by playing board games, 

building a blanket and pillow fort, making a family scrapbook, or having an indoor building a blanket and pillow fort, making a family scrapbook, or having an indoor 
picnic! picnic! 

BakingBaking – Make some warm and healthy treats. Have the children measure and  – Make some warm and healthy treats. Have the children measure and 
mix ingredients together to review numbers, measurements, and understand how to mix ingredients together to review numbers, measurements, and understand how to 
follow directions. follow directions. 

Black Bean Brownies with Green Frosting.Black Bean Brownies with Green Frosting.
Makes 9 brownies using healthy alternatives to the regular brownie recipeMakes 9 brownies using healthy alternatives to the regular brownie recipe
Ingredients:Ingredients:
 Cooking spray Cooking spray
 15 ounce black beans, canned 15 ounce black beans, canned
 3 large eggs 3 large eggs
 3 tablespoons olive oil 3 tablespoons olive oil
 1/2 cup cocoa powder, unsweetened 1/2 cup cocoa powder, unsweetened
 1/4 teaspoons salt 1/4 teaspoons salt
 3 teaspoons vanilla extract 3 teaspoons vanilla extract
 1 teaspoon baking powder 1 teaspoon baking powder
 1/2 cup honey 1/2 cup honey
Frosting Ingredients:Frosting Ingredients:
• 1 medium avocado• 1 medium avocado
• 1 tablespoon butter, unsalted• 1 tablespoon butter, unsalted
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1/8 teaspoon salt• 1/8 teaspoon salt
• 2 cup un-sifted powdered sugar• 2 cup un-sifted powdered sugar
Directions:Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray an 8x8 square baking dish with cooking 1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray an 8x8 square baking dish with cooking 

spray.spray.
2. Combine the rinsed and drained black beans, eggs, oil, cocoa powder, salt, 2. Combine the rinsed and drained black beans, eggs, oil, cocoa powder, salt, 

vanilla extract, baking powder, and sweetener (of your choice - honey, sugar, etc.), vanilla extract, baking powder, and sweetener (of your choice - honey, sugar, etc.), 
in a blender; blend until smooth.in a blender; blend until smooth.

3. Pour the mixture into the prepared baking dish.3. Pour the mixture into the prepared baking dish.
4. Bake in the preheated oven until the top is dry and the edges start to pull away 4. Bake in the preheated oven until the top is dry and the edges start to pull away 

from the sides of the pan, about 25- 30 minutes.from the sides of the pan, about 25- 30 minutes.
No-Dye Avocado Frosting:No-Dye Avocado Frosting:
1. Using the whisk attachment for your mixer, beat avocado and butter until 1. Using the whisk attachment for your mixer, beat avocado and butter until 

combined and no lumps remain.combined and no lumps remain.
2. Beat in vanilla and salt.2. Beat in vanilla and salt.
3. Add powdered sugar slowly and mix until combined. Add more powdered 3. Add powdered sugar slowly and mix until combined. Add more powdered 

sugar to reach desired consistency.sugar to reach desired consistency.
 (http://www.superhealthykids.com/black-bean-brownies-and-dye-free-green- (http://www.superhealthykids.com/black-bean-brownies-and-dye-free-green-

frosting/)frosting/)
Indoor SportsIndoor Sports – Make your home a fun arena of activity. Plenty of sports can  – Make your home a fun arena of activity. Plenty of sports can 

be adapted to play inside. They can “ice skate” indoors in a safe carpeted area be adapted to play inside. They can “ice skate” indoors in a safe carpeted area 
by wrapping wax paper around their feet with rubber bands or bowl indoors with by wrapping wax paper around their feet with rubber bands or bowl indoors with 
recyclable bottles and a ball.recyclable bottles and a ball.
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Obituaries
Lillian Mae Fruin

Lillian Mae Fruin
June 27, 1930 to March 7, 2020

Lillian Mae Fruin, age 89, formerly of Stockbridge, 
MI, of Largo, FL, passed away on March 7, 2020. Born 
on June 27, 1930, in Grand Rapids, she is the daughter of 
Walter and Jennie W. (Menkveld) Griffioen. 

Lillian enjoyed the game of golf, and she loved to 
sew, knit, be crafty, and put together as many jigsaw 
puzzles as possible. She served as a Registered Nurse 
for over 50 years. She lived in the Stockbridge area for 
years before making the move to Florida, and she was a 
member of the Stockbridge United Methodist Church.

She is survived by a son, Kirby D. Fruin, and 
daughter, Molly J. Korb (Jonathan); grandchildren, 
Ginger Grace Brown, Basil Dean Brown, Thyme John 
Brown, and Phalon Indi Korb; siblings, Roger (Susan) 
Griffioen and Arlene (Jack) Stoepker; and sister-in-law 
Carol Griffioen. Lillian was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband, Basil Fruin, and her brother, Walter 
Griffioen.

A private celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
Expressions of sympathy may be made payable to Molly J. Korb, and mailed to Molly 
J. Korb, c/o Staffan-Mitchell Funeral Home, 901 N. Main Street, Chelsea, MI 48118. 
Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, www.mitchellfuneral.com.

Rosa Lee Minix

Rosa Lee Minix
Oct. 4, 1934 to March 12, 2020

Rosa Lee Minix, 85, of Dansville, passed 
away on March 12, 2020. Rose was born on 
October 4, 1934 to Cecil and Alice (Fletcher) 
Salyer. On January 8, 1955, she married Luther 
D. Minix, who precedes her in death.

Rose loved children. She drove a school 
bus for 25 years. She enjoyed gardening and 
sharing her harvest with family and friends. In 
the winter, she quilted and made each of her 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren 
their own quilts. Her family looked forward to 
holidays where they could feast on her delicious 
cooking and memorable cakes.

Rose passed away surrounded by her family. 
She is survived by her children Karen (David) Sheathelm, Sharon Graham, Brenda 
(Ronnie) Kingrea and Dean (Sandy) Minix, eleven granddaughters and thirteen 
great-grandchildren. Also surviving are three sisters and two brothers, in addition 
to many nieces and nephews. 

Rose will rest next to her husband on a hillside in Foraker, Kentucky.

(Vesta) Pauline (Wild) Ford Hons

(Vesta) Pauline (Wild) Ford Hons
Nov. 19, 1916 to March 9, 2020

(Vesta) Pauline (Wild) Ford Hons, age 103, 
formerly of Stockbridge, passed away peacefully at 
Henry Ford Allegiance Hospice Home of Jackson on 
March 9, 2020. Pauline was born on November 19, 1916, 
the daughter of Frank and Vesta (Wood) Wild. Pauline 
touched the lives of many students! She is the last living 
person to teach at the historic, one-room Dewey School 
of Stockbridge Community Schools. In addition, she 
taught at several other schools in the Stockbridge area. 
She delighted in traveling, and she loved her family and 
attending church services. For many years, she was a 
member of the Munith United Methodist Church and 
taught Sunday School there. Pauline especially liked 
to keep track of the local area history. She is survived 
by many special nieces and nephews, great nieces and 
nephews, and cousins. Pauline was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Fred Ford, second husband, Dale Hons, 
as well as all of her siblings: Dwayne Wild, Olin Wild, 
Lacerne “Stub” Wild, Louis Wild, and Marilyn Barnhart. 
A Funeral Service will be held on Thursday, March 12, 

2020, 11:00 a.m., at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, Stockbridge, with Craig Goodlock 
officiating. Visitation will be 10-11 a.m. the day of service, also at the funeral home. 
Expressions of sympathy may be given to Henry Ford Allegiance Health Hospice Home of 
Jackson. Arrangements by Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, www.mitchellfuneral.com.

Arlene Buurma

Arlene Buurma
Passed away Feb. 22, 2020

Arlene Buurma, age 91, went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Saturday, February 22, 2020. 
She was preceded in death by her son, Greg “Fro” 
Buurma; and grandson, Dustin Buurma. She is 
survived by her husband, Dick Buurma; children 
Ric (JeanAnn) Buurma, Bridget Buurma, and 
Mary Buurma; seven grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews, and 
friends. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date. In 
honor of Arlene, and in lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to American House Sandalwood Manor 
or Spectrum Health Hospice. The family welcomes 
memories and messages in their guestbook online at 
www.cookcares.com.

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we have 
been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within the 
past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact Stockbridge 
Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Eda Tomshack - died March 3, 2020 - Munith
 · Pauline Ford Hons - died March 9, 2020 - Stockbridge
 · Rosa Lee Minix - died March 12, 2020 - Dansville
 · Al Francis - died March 19, 2020 - Stockbridge

Death Notices
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StockBIZ: Business news in and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
Last month, this column ended with a reminder: “If you can do what you love, you’ll likely 

love what you do.” The ink was barely dry on the March edition when an interview with Michael 
Fouts presented the opportunity to learn from someone who has made a career out of doing what he 
loves. He would be the first to tell you he loves what he does—all of what he does.

When he was a child, his family owned ponies, and his first job, at the ripe old age of 12, was 
to work seven days a week on a horse farm near where he grew up in Azalia, Mich. It comes as 
no surprise, then, to learn that Fouts owns Gentle Reins Farm in Stockbridge Township, where he 
offers riding and driving lessons, wagon rides, trail camps, and a unique “moving with horses” 
adult clinic. 

You get the sense his horses are like family when you watch him interacting with Cody, Eli, 

From horses to performing to coaching, Michael Fouts capitalizes on movement to shape a 
unique career

Mary Jo David

Chuck, Lou, and Mae. He may be busy grooming one while predicting exactly what the others are going to do in the nearby 
paddock. 

“Growing up, I worked all the time and always with horses. From the age of 12, I worked hard, but I loved it—I liked to think 
of it as play rather than work—and I never outgrew horses,” Fouts explained as he recapped his years spent apprenticing with 
Standardbred race horses. Later he learned Natural Horsemanship skills that depended heavily on observation and movement.

Movement is an overarching theme in his life. In addition to his work with horses, Fouts is the presence behind Michael Lee 
Mime, the business he founded for marketing his performances as a professional mime and his business as a physical acting coach 
and movement therapist. 

As a mime, he studied under the legendary Marcel Marceau numerous times, and he channels his mastery of the “art of silence” 
toward coaching the movements of Olympic-caliber figure skaters as well as stage actors and actresses. And as if that’s not enough, 

With Olympic ice dancers Evan Bates (left) and Mad-
ison Chock (right). “They will be vying for Gold at the 
next Winter Games,” predicts Michael Fouts (center), 
who provided the photo.

His horse farm is just one of the places where Michael 
Fouts puts his skills of observation and movement to 
work. Here, he brushes Lou, one of his five horses at 
Gentle Reins Farm. Photo credit Mary Jo David

he also teaches and coaches patients through specialized movement therapy to increase ease of movement and promote health. 
In college, Fouts studied to be a mental health therapist and worked in that field for a while. He realized that wasn’t meant to be 

his life’s work, but what was? 
“I knew it had to have something to do with performing. I tried my hand at all sorts of things—improv, ballet, even balloon 

tying. Then I happened upon mime, and it just blew my mind!”
Fouts has performed his original mime pieces across the U.S. in salon performances, specialty shows, and full-length mime 

dramas. It was only a matter of time before his reputation snowballed, and he was receiving calls from coaches and directors 
requesting his availability for coaching body movement and expression with their skaters and performers. 

So how, exactly, does one cultivate such a broad career ranging from performing to coaching to maintaining a horse farm? 
“I love to create moments and make opportunities for special things to happen,” Fouts said. “One opportunity has led to another 

because I have been open to the idea of trying new things. I view every opportunity as a chance to learn something profound and 
learn it well.” 

As a lesson for keeping an open mind for every opportunity, he recounted his high school theater days and the teacher who 
directed school plays while warning the young performers, “Don’t even think about being able to make this into a career.” Twenty-
five years later, that same teacher hired Fouts to return to the school to coach.

Asked to recall his most notable experience from a career that encompasses such varied opportunities, Fouts found it difficult 
to pick only one. Ultimately, he returned to one childhood experience. “It would have to be that anticipation I experienced as a 
12-year-old riding my bike to my first day on the job to work with Mr. Craig’s horses. I can honestly say I was more excited than a 
kid going to Disneyland.” 

And he still remembers that feeling to this day.
For more information, go to GentleReinsFarm.com or MichaelLeeMime.com. Or you can reach Michael Fouts at 734-730-2164. Gentle 

Reins Farm is located at 16250 Bowdish Road, Stockbridge.
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge Community News.
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Anticipating the small window of 
spring on the farm

I was walking up from the field last Sunday morning after 
venting our hoop houses where the winter greens have 
grown. I felt the warm air. I saw the diminishing puddles, 
and I wondered, is this a day that I get to do tractor work?
User provided photo

by Helen Chandler
This writer didn't realize how quiet 

the winter had been until the birds 
returned with their racket. Ducks are 
landing in the pond in the field next 
door. So much quacking. The sandhill 
cranes and their throaty chortle, 
geese and their honking, red-winged 
blackbirds and their trill, all are signs of 
spring, all speaking to us.

I was walking up from the field last 
Sunday morning after venting our hoop 
houses where the winter greens have 
grown. I felt the warm air. I saw the 
diminishing puddles, and I wondered, is 
this a day do tractor work? 

I knelt and touched the soil and 
smelled the earth. It was still soft and damp, forming a ribbon between my fingers. Not yet, but soon, it 
said. That day in the spring, when it is finally time to “get into the field” will come abruptly, despite the 
amount of anticipation surrounding it. It will be soon—probably within the next three weeks, provided it 
doesn’t rain too much. We have to be ready. We only get small windows in the spring. 

Whether it is in the next few days or the next few weeks, it is going to happen. We have reached the 
season of inevitability. I take heart in that, especially during a time of so much uncertainty due to the 
spreading coronavirus. I am comforted to know the days are getting longer, the soil is warming, and the 
earthworms are rising to the surface. We still have our work to do. We all must continue to eat, so we 
must continue to grow our food. The future is open—if not completely known, at least familiar—and we 
are constantly stepping over the threshold. 



April 2020Stockbridge Community News18

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 
hosts virtual 50/50 after canceling annual 
Festival of Tables amid COVID-19 outbreak

S.A.E.F. President Jennifer Hammerberg (left) and Lance Chapman 
organized a virtual 50/50 raffle to benefit the Stockbridge Area Educational 
Foundation after canceling the annual Festival of Tables charity event due to 
novel coronavirus concerns. Photo credit Rose Collison

A message from S.A.E.F. 
President Jennifer Hammerberg:

Unfortunately, S.A.E.F. has 
had to make the difficult decision 
to cancel the Festival of Tables 
for 2020 as we all work together 
to limit the potential spread of 
COVID-19.

Our raffle proceeded as planned 
with the winner chosen and 
announced on March 21, 2020. 

Winners were as follows: 
1st place Kathy Hamilton
2nd place Roberta and Gary Ludtke
3rd place Rich Mullins 

Jon Fillmore draws the winning tickets for the 
50/50 raffle. Photo credit Rose Collison

The winners were contacted via phone and 
announced on Facebook and our website. 

We are working to be able to offer an online 
auction for at least some of our donated items, 
especially those that are time sensitive. If any donor 
does not want to have items in an online auction, let 
us know, and we will honor that. We can set auction 
reserves and are working on other details regarding 
switching to an online event.

This is a very unusual circumstance, and we 
will figure it out together. Thank you all for your 
support and understanding. We greatly appreciate 
the support of the community, our sponsors, donors, 
volunteers, and everyone who participates in our 
event every year. Thank you!
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Napoleon ends Panthers' season in Districts 

by Keith Michaels
A big third quarter run by Napoleon doomed the 

Stockbridge boys’ basketball team as the Pirates 
ended the Panthers' season with a 69-58 loss March 
11.

The Panthers jumped out to a quick 16-8 lead 
after one quarter thanks to 10 first-quarter points by 
Jeremy Pilch.

Ty Ayers scored seven points in the second to 
give the Panthers a 31-26 lead at the break, but the 
wheels came off in the third for Stockbridge.

The Panthers struggled in the third, unable to buy 
a basket early as the Pirates went on a 22-8 run in the 
quarter to take a 48-39 lead after three.

The lead would grow to 14 in the fourth, but 
the Panthers would cut it to seven before Napoleon 
would seal the win by hitting 9 of 11 free throws in 
the fourth.

Pilch led the Panthers with 21 points on the night.
Brandon Nelson added 13 points, while Ty Ayers 

Brandon Nelson 2nd Team All-GLAC. Photo credit
Keith Michaels

chipped in with 11. Chris Hall finished with nine points, and John Morris and Noah Robidou scored two each.
The Panthers finished with  14-7 overall record on the season.

Chris Hall 1st Team All-GLAC Photo credit Keith Michaels

Lady Panthers' season ends at district semifinals

Madison Mazuca Honorable Mention All-GLAC. Photo 
credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
An amazing season that saw numerous records 

broken came to a screeching halt March 4 as the 
Stockbridge girls basketball team fell to Laingsburg 
53-49 in the D3 district semifinals at Dansville.

The Panthers struggled offensively from the 
start, falling behind 26-18 at the break. They made 
just one basket in the second quarter, but were able 
to stay close by making 7 of 11 free throws in the 
second.

Things did not get much better in the third as the 
Wolfpack pushed its lead to 39-26 by outscoring the 
Panthers 13-8 in the quarter and cruising to the win 
in the fourth.

Gwen Rogozinski led the Panthers with 25 
points, but the rest of the team struggled.

Kaylee Dalton added five points and Madison Mazuca chipped in with four. Chelsey Asquith scored two 
points, and Grace Hall, Rylee Tolson, and Brooklyn Rochow scored one each.

The Panthers finished with a 16-5 overall record. Gwen Rogozinski 1st Team All-GLAC. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Lady Panthers place four on All-GLAC team
by Keith Michaels
A successful 2019-20 season that saw the Stockbridge girls' basketball team roll to a GLAC league title with a 11-1 league record came to an end in district play, but several Panthers 

earned All-GLAC honors for the season.
 First-team honors went to sophomore Gwen Rogozinski. She was a unanimous choice with all the league coaches voting her first team. She set school records with 41 points and eight 

three-pointers against Lakewood in January. She averaged 20.9 points per game for the season as well as 6.5 rebounds, 3.2 assists, and 2.9 steals.
Junior Grace Hall earned second-team honors for the Panthers. She averaged 7.4 ppg and 7.8 rebounds a game. She also averaged 2.3 steals a game and over 1.3 blocks a game on the 

season.
Sophomore Kaylee Dalton was an honorable mention All-GLAC.  Dalton averaged 7.9 points a game and a team high of four assists per game. She grabbed 4.1 rebounds per game, 

second on the team with 2.7 steals per game and was second on the team with 22 triples.
Junior Madison Mazuca was also honorable mention All-GLAC. She averaged 7.5 ppg and 2.2 rebounds. She made 15 three-pointers on the season, while averaging one rebound and 

1.3 steals per game.
While she was not named to the All-GLAC team, junior Chelsey Asquith finished with a big year for the Panthers, averaging 5.4 ppg with 4.8 rebounds, 2 steals, and 1.5 assists.
The Panthers finished with a 16-5 overall record.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Bunce runner-up at D3 wrestling state finals

by Keith Michaels
A fantastic career came up just one win short of a state title as Stockbridge's Kael Bunce finished in second 

place at 145 pounds at the Division 3 state wrestling finals at Ford Field, March 6 and 7.
Coming off a season that saw him claim the GLAC league, district, and regional titles, Bunce entered the 

state tournament with a 30-1 overall record.
Bunce, ranked third in the state at 145, opened the Finals with a 44-second pin in his first match to advance 

to the quarterfinals.
The quarterfinal match was against the second-ranked wrestler from Dearborn Heights Annapolis. The 

match was tied at 2-2 to send it to overtime. Neither wrestler could score in two 30-second overtime periods 
setting up a third sudden death overtime period. Bunce got a reversal with 20 seconds left for a 4-2 win to 
advance to the semifinals.

Bunce then picked up a 2-0 win in the semifinals with a second period reversal for the only points in the 
match. The win sent him the state championship match for a shot at the state title. He was the first Panther to 
reach the championship match since Nick Moore finished state runner-up in 2005.

Bunce would face the state No. 1 wrestler, Tyler Swiderski, of Dundee, in the championship match.
Swiderski picked up takedowns in the first and second periods for a 4-0 lead after two. Bunce got an 

escape early in the third to cut the lead to 4-1, but Swiderski got another takedown to make it 6-1. Bunce 
earned one more escape to make it 6-2, but could not get anything going on the offensive attack in the final 
minute and finished state runner-up.

He finished with a 33-2 overall record.
Kael Bunce D3 State Runner-Up at 145 pounds. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Three Panthers earn All-GLAC honors
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge boys' basketball team claimed a share of the GLAC league title along, 

with Perry and Leslie this season and had three players earn All-GLAC honors for 2019-20.
Senior Chris Hall earned first-team All-GLAC Honors. He was a four-year varsity 

player as well as a three-year starter and averaged 20 points and two steals per game for 
the season. He went over the 1,000-point career mark this season and finished with a career 
total of 1,032, just the seventh player in Stockbridge history to do so. 

Brandon Nelson finished his senior year by earning second-team All-GLAC honors. He 
averaged 9 points per game and was the team leader in rebounds per game with 7.1, 4.5 
assists per game, and 2.2 steals per game. He also led the team in free-throw and three-point 
shooting percentage.

Senior Tylin Ayers earned honorable mention All-GLAC. He was the team's second 
leading scorer with 10 points per game. He was a force inside, shooting 63% from the field 
for the season and grabbed five rebounds per game. Tylin Ayers Honorable Mention All-GLAC. Photo credit Keith Michaels

From the superintendent’s desk
Dear SCS Families and Community,
I do hope you are taking great care and I wish every family all the best in this uncertain time. I’m reaching out to all of you with a few important 

updates.  With the shelter in place order of “Stay Home, Stay Safe”, our school district remains closed through April 13th. If school can resume, Tuesday, 
April 14th would be our first day back.

While we cannot meet or instruct your child in person, our staff is working on ways to engage our families and students for the next few weeks.  It is 
important to understand that at this point in time, the Michigan Department of Education has determined that any online instruction we choose to provide 
cannot be counted towards instructional time. I encourage you to visit our district website panthernet.net for all of the latest updates from the school 
district. Included in those updates is a recently posted county wide statement from all Ingham County superintendents, with information regarding the 
Michigan Department of Education's position on instructional time and online learning. 

In light of this information, over the next few weeks, we will begin to communicate opportunities to keep students engaged and involved in learning 
that is non-mandatory.  We hope by making connections with students and offering support with educational resources, we will provide more educational value and focus for students 
during this stressful time.  Our first educational resource communication has already been sent to you by your building principal.

We are looking forward to the day when our schools will return to normal operation and our extra-curricular activities will start again. Our staff very much misses the everyday 
interaction and teaching of all of our students.

Now is a time to cherish our family and show compassion to all during this difficult time. We will get through this event and as a result, we will be stronger as a school district 
community.

Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich, Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.


