
Randy Napoleon works with High 
School Jazz Band

SHS Jazz Band Members Makenna Allison, Isabelle Arnett, Larissa Boyce, 
Evan Brewster, Trystin Burton, Bennen Chapman, Wesley Crew, Grace 
Dreier, Diane Evans, Olivia Fletcher, Jacey Gustafson, Kylin Heidrich, 
Justin Jaszkowski, Paul Marshall, Nickole Mons, John Morris, Julianne 
Muscato, Abigail Schlaff, Rylee Tolson, Elijiah Torrey, Kaitlyn Walker, 
Sylvia Whitt, Kristina Wilde, Jaslyn Wilkins, Joy Youngblood. Photo credit 
Samantha Nichols

State representatives visit Stockbridge Community 
Outreach and Stockbridge Teen Center during 
Thanksgiving recess

Elissa Slotkin, Kara Hope, Jan Werfelman and Stockbridge Community 
Outreach director Karen Smith. Photo credit Molly Howlett

by Hope Salyer
Michigan Rep. Kara Hope and 

U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin visited 
Stockbridge Community Outreach 
and the Stockbridge Teen Center on 
Nov. 25, 2019.

According to Suzi Greenway, 
Slotkin, U.S. District 8 and Hope, 
State Rep. 67th District, were 
touring small rural communities. 
They first visited Fowlerville and 
Webberville, and after Stockbridge, 
were going to Williamston.

“It was a small group who met 
with both representatives first in 
the Outreach offices and then in the 
Teen Center,” said Greenway. 

According to Greenway, Mike 
Dalton, Karen Smith with Outreach, 

Of mannequins and manners

 A suggestion that maybe the mannequins 
could be clothed when wind chill dipped to 
single digits seemed especially well intentioned. 
Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Paul Crandall
The mannequins 

arrived on the front lawn 
of an unassuming house 
in the 800 block of S. 
Clinton Street sometime 
around Halloween. Or 
perhaps they arrived 
before that — they 
would have been easier 
to overlook before the 
fall foliage fell away. 
At Halloween, they 
served as one grotesque 
public tableau among 
many. But these were 

Village President Molly Howlett, Suzi Greenway for the Open Air Market, Greg and Jeri Uihlein representing 
the village and Chamber, and local residents Campbell and Fran Laird and Jan W were present for the 
meeting.

“Karen gave an overview about Outreach and its increased need in the community after the close of the 
local grocery store and the upcoming holidays,” Greenway said. “An aide for Slotkin asked if there was a 
Farmers Market, so I spoke about the Market now going into its 10th year and the further importance of that 
resource to the community now.”

According to Greenway, both Slotkin and Hope listened and spoke when asked questions or to give a 
comment about what they had heard. They expressed that they are listening to the community and would like 
to be informed about upcoming events where they may be helpful in attending.

Lakewood apartment residents say, ‘Enough is 
enough!’ after days without heat, water

Unfinished repair on the ceiling of Marty Patrick’s dinning room, 
where the leak damaged the ceiling, walls, carpet, pictures and 
personal items. Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Residents of Lakewood apartment 

complex have had enough. Just ask Frank 
Ulanowicz along with his neighbors who 
agree, “Enough is enough.” After going 
nearly a week without heat and then another 
weekend without water in complex A, 
residents want to be heard and don’t feel their 
problem has been solved. Instead they view 
efforts by management as just another Band-
Aid on an ongoing issue.

Lakewood apartments, along with the 
Clinton West complex, located on South 
Clinton Street, are managed by the PK 
Housing & Management Companies out of 

Okemos. The complex houses 32 units in the Lakewood A & B buildings and another 16 units at Clinton West. 
Both complexes offer low-income housing through Section 8.

See Apartment on page 18.

by Jo Mayer
Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High Jazz Band students and the public were 

treated to a special visit from a top-flight Michigan-based jazz guitarist 
on Tuesday, Nov. 26. MSU associate professor and professional jazz 
guitarist Randy Napoleon and three of his MSU music students visited 
to work with teacher Patty Pniewski to sharpen the band’s skills and 
enlarge the students’ understanding of fundamental traditions and 
essential techniques within the genre.

See Band on page 4.

no dancing skeletons, no crude white-sheet ghosts hanging from trees. 
The mannequins were not just headless, but were often missing many 
other body parts, and clothes, as well. It seems mannequins come into 
the world as we do, in the altogether, but here they lacked the decency to 
cover up.

See Mannequins on page 16.
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From Capital Area District Library 
Stockbridge: Bright winters 

by CADL Stockbridge head 
librarian Sherri McConnell

When I think of January, I 
think polar vortex, especially 
after last year, but the Stockbridge 
Branch has programs that will 
lighten up any dark, cold days. 
On Saturday, Jan. 18, from 2 to 
3 p.m., we will have sled dogs 
from Tun-Dra Kennels. The staff 
will talk about mushing and the 
Iditarod. Hope for snow because 
they will put on a demonstration, 
weather permitting. We also 
have two crafting opportunities 
this month. On Tactile Tuesday, 
Jan. 14, from 5 to 6 p.m., we 
are offering Color Burst Fabric 
Design, and on Friday, Jan. 31, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. we will 
have a guest crafter who will 
show us how to turn old T-shirts 

“January is a month for staying inside and watching movies, and CADL has 
several ways you can do that. Our shelves are well stocked with DVDs and 
Blu-rays, and we have a Lucky Day shelf of some of the latest movies, no 
waiting!” said CADL Stockbridge head librarian Sherri McConnell. User 
provided photo

into scarves, tote bags, dog toys and more in this no-sew workshop. Bring two or three old T-shirts for your 
creations. The title for our book discussion group meeting Jan. 31, from noon to 1 p.m. is “The Pioneers” by 
David McCullough. Please take a look at the rest of the library’s activities on the SCN community calendar or 
at cadl.org/events.

January is a month for staying inside and watching movies, and CADL has several ways you can do 
that. Our shelves are well stocked with DVDs and Blu-rays, and we have a Lucky Day shelf of some of the 
latest movies, no waiting! If the Stockbridge Branch doesn’t have the title you want, borrow it from another 
CADL branch and it will be delivered to the Stockbridge Branch. Start your search at opac.cadl.org. CADL 
has streaming movies as well through the Hoopla and Kanopy services. You need to create accounts with 
your CADL card to watch hundreds of movies. Hoopla offers movies for families, yoga and 
other exercise videos, Hallmark love stories, BBC series, Academy Award winners, anime 
and animated children’s books, and of course so much more. Kanopy offers foreign films, 
independent movies, documentaries and many Great Courses classes. Kanopy also has a 
separate Kids Kanopy service with animated books, feature films and favorite PBS shows. 
However you watch movies, find your next one at the library.

Capital Area District Libraries’ Stockbridge branch is located at 200 Wood St. For more 
information, call 517-851-7810 or visit cadl.org. 

Outdoor Market heads indoors
by Joan Tucker
The Stockbridge Winter Market 

opened at the Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, Nov. 30 from 11 to 3 p.m. 
There was a lovely selection of 
Beemer honey, Para Para Creamery 
cheese, maple syrup and various 
baked goods. I had to have the Italian 
Pizzelles! 
Local artist Kathleen Mullins had 
a colorful selection of hand-woven 
baskets. Carolyn Pascoe’s “Whimsical 
Art” was very eye catching to 
children as well as adults. Jennifer 
Grumelot was on hand to offer her 
lifelong collection of dolls for sale. 
The Stockbridge Winter Market 
offering local food, arts and crafts 
will be at the same location with the 
church providing lunch on Jan. 11, 
Feb. 8, March 14 and April 3, all 
Saturdays. The markets are wonderful 
opportunities to buy some great gifts.

Beamer Honey at the Indoor Market. Photo 
credit Joan Tucker

Kathleen Mullins’ hand-woven baskets. Photo 
credit Joan Tucker
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From ice cream freezers…to 4-H…to ‘Call 911!’ You can’t make these stories up!
The closing of Ransom’s in the heart of the Stockbridge community represents the end of an era. In its heyday, Ransom’s flourished and the family behind the name left an indelible 

mark on the community. Over the next few months, the Stockbridge Community News will feature the reflections of Pennie Ransom-Ward who worked at the store from childhood right up 
until the store closed. This story represents Part Two.

The Ransom family in 1971. Photo provided by 
Pennie Ransom-Ward

by Pennie Ransom-Ward
There were so many fun times over the years, from moving a customer’s car that was left running in the parking lot 

to putting things in a customer’s grocery cart when they were not looking. Of course, there was the FAMOUS drop of 
a stainless steel meat tray behind your back. The accompanying, “DAMN you, John!” could be heard throughout the 
store! 

And don’t ever challenge John. If you don’t believe this, ask Roger Procter. Long story short, Roger challenged John 
with, “You can’t put me in that ice cream freezer.” The next thing Roger knew, he was lying flat out on top of the ice 
cream! Thinking back, I can recall the assembly line of young men taking beer out the back door, and guess who was 
the at the end of the line? BUSTED! You guessed it, it was John! I think I would have wanted the cops called instead of 
having my parents find out! There’s no need to give names, you know who you are, and you’re all in your mid-50s by 
now! John never missed a beat; he was always one step ahead of all his employees. And I’m sure there are shenanigans 
he will never know about. 

I remember John would also go to the livestock auction to buy 4-H animals for the meat case, including Anita and 
Jim Dancer’s steers and many other 4-H animal projects. And let’s not forget the donkey basketball games with many 
local business owners playing. Or the Womenless Wedding play—with Beverly Caskey in charge? John was Minnie 
Pearl one year and another time he was one of the three little bad boys, with his “brothers,” Stan Dailey and Dave 

Glenn. Remember the basketball hoop that John put up at the store parking lot for all to enjoy? 
When mom broke her ankle back in 2000, she would still come to work in her wheelchair and wheel up front from the bakery balancing doughnuts on a tray so customers would not 

be disappointed. And here’s a special memory: Mom fell out of the office and broke her ankle one early morning when the store was closed and she was doing the morning’s baking. 
My poor Mom was there for quite some time, waiting for someone to come in and open for the day. Finally John and the crew arrived calling for Mom (aka Leona). They could hear her 
but not see her as she was lying on the floor behind the counter. Then they spotted her and all hell breaks loose, total panic! Someone yells to DeEtta, “Call 911!” and DeEtta yells back, 
“What’s the number?” Of course, at the time it was not funny, but now it’s a funny story because Mom was OK and needed only a few nuts and screws. Then she was good as new. To this 
day, every time I hear “911” I chuckle to myself as I recall, “What’s the number?” 

And on a serious note, thank you to all the past and present employees who were always there to help if there was a family emergency.
Stay tuned for one more Ransom memory installment in the February edition of Stockbridge Community News.

Small Business Saturday brings a burst of activity to the community

Brownie Girl Scout Troop 30081 selling candy and nuts. Photo credit Joan 
Tucker

by Diane Rockall
Opportunities for shopping and beginning the Christmas season close to home were everywhere in 

Stockbridge on Nov. 30, Small Business Saturday.
I began my adventure at 11 with the Open Air Market goes indoors at Stockbridge Presbyterian Church. 

Joan Tucker covered that event in a separate article. So I will just add a special thanks to Katy and Linda for 
their continuing efforts at gathering and serving the wonderful $5 luncheons the church ladies provide as part of 
the annual event. Also special thanks to Suzi Greenway for the enthusiasm that keeps the shoppers happy and 
coming back for more. The remaining markets will be advertised in the Stockbridge Community News but are 
planned for Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 14 and April 3.

Next I visited two of the businesses in downtown Stockbridge. Country Petals, jammed with all kinds of 
special gifts for the holiday season, is impossible to walk through and come out with nothing. My second stop 
was Hometown Pharmacy, which was providing a 40% off, day-only coupon for one holiday gift item. Who can 
pass that up? The pharmacy is also giving away 25% off coupons for use on most things in the store if you get a 
shot, flu or any other. Remember it is a good time to get that flu shot if you haven’t yet done so.

Next on the agenda was the Panther Cubs PTO One Stop Shopping, the second annual such event, this year 
at the high school. Supervising PTO President Reaghan Walz supervised. joined with about 140 vendors, far too 
numerous to mention, to provide an interesting variety of wood and metal craft items, delicious smelling and 
tasting foods, books, cosmetics, glassware, fabric goods, and a wide range of other items. Local Brownies sold 
candy and nuts while the Girl Scouts sold live Christmas wreaths. The market ran from 10 to 4.

Leaving that shopping event meant a trip back through downtown Stockbridge where Sundaes with Santa 
was just beginning. The Stockbridge Lions handle this fun program every year and provide scoops of ice cream 

with various toppings for all of Santa’s visitors. Participants also got a chance to vote in a variety of categories for gingerbread house honors. Many young visitors took the time to first 
write Santa a letter and later meet him.
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Band page 1
“Our students were respectful and engaged, and they were getting tips from accomplished 

practitioners of the art,” said local musician Paul Crandall, who was on hand for the 
visit. “There’s no substitute for getting knowledge firsthand like that from accomplished 
professionals who are out there honing their chops as working musicians in the genre.” 
Napoleon and Pniewski led the students through tricky swing-time counting, call-and-
response ear-training exercises, recorded examples from masters like Count Basie, and more.

The visit and a concert that followed at the Town Hall was partially underwritten by a 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation grant and hosted by the Stockbridge Area Arts 
Council. Arts Council members wrote the grant and coordinated the teach-in and concert. 
Also supporting the event were the Stockbridge Band Boosters and the Stockbridge Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

During the teach-in, Scott [Wente] the [MSU] bass player said, “Everyone here is so 
sweet” as he demonstrated some licks on the electric bass temporarily borrowed from 
Stockbridge’s Nickole Mons. MSU music student Margherita Fava sat near Stockbridge 
student Olivia Fletcher at her keyboard, whispering ideas on different ways to approach 
her improvisations. Will Crandell, drummer from MSU, sat at John Morris’ drums and 
proceeded to give a quick lesson on accompanying a soloist.

After the two-hour seminar, all the musicians took part in a potluck feast provided by the 
Band Boosters and band parents. “We had such a wonderful time and appreciate all of your 
time and energy…I loved the potluck and ate and ate and ate!” remarked Napoleon with a 
big smile.

The SHS Jazz Band opened the free concert to a full house with a number of selections, 
including a band favorite “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch.” They were joined in the last 
song— “Blue Groove” —by the Randy Napoleon Quartet, which kept everyone on their 
(tapping) toes. Napoleon’s group followed with its own set.

Cider and doughnuts were offered during the quick intermission as the SHS band cleared 
the stage and the Randy Napoleon Quartet set up and started the second half with a jazzy 
rendition of the Beach Boys’ “Wouldn’t It Be Nice.”

“It was awesome!” exclaimed Patty Pniewski, Stockbridge High School band director. “I 
was really proud of our band. Mr. Napoleon told me he thought the band played fantastic and 
was a great group. Many of the audience members also told me what a great performance it 
was. “

“It was a great opportunity for the high school jazz students. The concert was marvelous,” 
affirmed Dick Borden, president of the Stockbridge Area Arts Council.

Volunteers. The true heroes of Community Thanksgiving 2019

Volunteers at the annual free community Thanksgiving dinner provide between 150 and 200 meals onsite at Heritage Middle 
School, in addition to meal pickups of almost the same amount. Photo provided by Diane Rockall

by Diane Rockall
Another successful annual Community Thanksgiving 

is in the past. Workers now can move on to begin planning 
for next year’s event set for Nov. 27, 2020. But first, the 
hardworking volunteers will get some much-deserved rest. 
Because of their efforts, many were able to enoy a holiday 
meal, visit with others and celebrate Thanksgiving. 

These volunteers manage each year to provide between 
150 and 200 meals onsite at Heritage Middle School, in 
addition to meal pickups of almost the same amount. 

About 200 deliveries are made by truly unseen volunteers 
to shut-ins and others throughout our area and beyond our 
school boundaries. Even after all this food is served, the 
group provides the remaining meals to the Jackson Shelter, 
allowing a special Thanksgiving dinner there, as well as in 
Stockbridge. 

The menu is similar each year, featuring turkey (light and dark meat), gravy and mashed potatoes. Other side dishes include sweet potato casserole, green bean casserole, cranberry 
relish and dinner rolls. Beverages are a choice of coffee, tea, lemonade or water. Dessert includes an enormous variety of pies, cakes and cookies.

Dinner at the site comes by way of the buffet line staffed by alternating volunteers. The desserts are delivered to the tables on carts pushed by the youngest volunteers. Drinks are 
sometimes delivered by young volunteers, but more help is required sometimes.

Behind the scenes, another group prepares, cooks, and keeps warm adequate quantities of all of these items to keep the food flowing throughout the day. Other volunteers completed 
the preliminary cooking and carving of the countless turkeys. 

Work for the Community Thanksgiving happens year round with solicitation of volunteers and donations. Many supplies are donated and, of course, all of the workers are volunteers. 
Some workers spend their weekend home from college or vacation time helping out. Community members provide the pies, both homemade and purchased from stores. Area Girl Scouts 
bake magnificent decorated Christmas cookies. 

Erin Smith chaired this year’s event. In the early years, Craig and Laurie Goodlock and Lena Montgomery worked on the event. Then, Lena worked with help from different people 
each year. Eventually, Lena turned control over to Julie and Mike Glair. They have now passed the torch to Erin and her husband.

The community should be proud not only of all these devoted, hardworking leaders, but of itself for continuing such a wonderful tradition. At the Community Thanksgiving, meals are 
provided for free, bringing families together, and others are allowed to join in the fellowship at no charge. Everyone is welcome to attend or volunteer. And no one walks away hungry.
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Rural perspectives
article and photos by Rose Collison
Canada Geese live in a great many habitats 

near water, grassy fields and grain fields. They 
are particularly drawn to lawns for two reasons: 
They can digest grass, and when they are feeding 
with their young, manicured lawns give them 
a wide, unobstructed view of any approaching 
predators. So they are especially abundant in 
parks, airports, golf courses and other areas with 
expansive lawns.

In spring and summer, 
geese concentrate their 
feeding on grasses and 
sedges, including skunk 
cabbage leaves and eelgrass. 
During fall and winter, 
they rely on berries and 
seeds, including agricultural 
grains, and seem especially 
fond of blueberries. They’re 
very efficient at removing 
kernels from dry corn 
cobs. Two subspecies 
have adapted to urban 
environments and graze on 

Canadian geese flock together in the water to 
enjoy the warm temps.
domesticated grasses year round.

Geese nest on the ground, usually on a muskrat mound or other slightly 
elevated site, near water. They prefer a spot from which they can have a fairly 
unobstructed view in many directions. The female selects the site and does 
much of the nest construction. She adds down feathers and some body feathers 
beginning after the second egg is lain. She does all the incubation while her mate 
guards her and the nest.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer 
and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the 
area for a number of years.

Michigan Small Town: Gregory in a nutshell

In 1875, the area now known as Gregory was surrounded by farmland 
owned by George Abbott, R. Webb, H.F. Lyman, and P. & H. Gregory. 
Photo from Google Maps

article reprinted from 99.1 
WFMK with permission

by John Robinson
Out of all the villages formed 

in Unadilla Township, except for 
Kaiserville, Gregory was one of 
the last. Plainfield, Unadilla, and 
Williamsville were already in 
existence.

In 1875, the area now known 
as Gregory was surrounded by 
farmland owned by George Abbott, 
R. Webb, H.F. Lyman, and P. & 
H. Gregory. The town of Gregory 
didn’t exist yet, according to the 
1875 atlas.

Then, in 1884, the Grand Trunk 
Railroad cut a branch through the 

farm of Halstead Gregory. A depot was erected, and soon the necessity for a post office was evident.
Halstead not only became the first postmaster that same year, but he also built himself a store near the 

depot to take advantage of the travelers who came through.
The village was ultimately named after the Gregory family. By 1915, the Gregory farmland had been 

purchased and owned by the Howlett family. The 1915 atlas now shows Gregory as a good-sized community.
The area surrounding Gregory had a good share of schoolhouses, most of which are gone or renovated into 

homes. 
The railroad is long gone, but the village of Gregory has survived, with farming the source of economy that 

helped it sustain all these years. There are enough businesses there to fill whatever need you have if you drive 
through during a Michigan roadtrip!

“Listen to John Robinson weekday afternoons on 99.1 WFMK and read more of his stories at 99wfmk.com.
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Jan. 4 – Gregory Community Church Clothes 
Closet, 10 a.m. to noon at Gregory Community 
Church
Jan. 5 – St. Mary Country Style Breakfast, 8:30 
to 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Church
Jan. 6 through April 30 (Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays) – St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Free 
Senior Fit Classes, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m. at Emanuel 
United Church of Christ in Manchester
Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 - Drop-In LEGO club (Ages 4 
and up), 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 - Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to noon 
at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 8 - GlitterBug demonstration kit on proper 
handwashing with St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Faith 
Community Nurse Liaison, Patti Bihn BSN, RN, 
4 to 5 p.m. at Stockbridge Community Outreach
Jan. 8 - Read to a dog, 6 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Jan. 16 – Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the 
Stockbridge Activity Center
Jan. 10 – Drop-In Minecraft Game Night (Ages 8 
to 15), 7 to 8 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 11 – Waterloo Village United Methodist 
Church Spaghetti Dinner, 5 to 7 p.m. at Waterloo 
Village United Methodist Church
Jan. 14 - Tactile Tuesday (Ages 10 and up), 5 to 6 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library

Community Calendar
Jan. 16 – Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the 
Stockbridge Activity Center
Jan. 17 – Family Game Night, 5 to 6:45 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 18 – Free Food and Clothing Pantry, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church of Christ
Jan. 18 - Tun-Dra Dog Mushing featuring live 
dogs, 2 to 3 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 22 – Stockbridge 6th-12th-grade Band 
Concert, 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Jr/Sr High 
School
Jan. 31 – SRSLY New Year’s Eve Party, 4 to 8 
p.m. at Beach Middle School
Jan. 28 – Stockbridge Area Arts Council 
Meeting, 7 p.m. in Room 108 of the Stockbridge 
Activity Center
Jan. 29 – Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School Jazz 
Band concert, 6 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Jan. 31 - Book Discussion Group, noon to 1 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Jan. 31 - Teelightful Tees Craft Time (Ages 
10 and up), 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library

 For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Winter Chicken S tew

5 teaspoons extra-virgin olive oil, divided

1 lb chicken breast, cut into bite-size pieces

1 large onion, chopped

4 medium parsnips, peeled and chopped

2 medium carrots, peeled and chopped
2 teaspoons chopped fresh rosemary or
1/2 teaspoon dried

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper

4 cups reduced-sodium chicken broth

2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and chopped

2 teaspoons cider vinegar

1. Heat 2 teaspoons oil in a Dutch oven or heavy pot over
medium heat. Add chicken and cook, stirring occasionally, until
just cooked through, 3 to 5 minutes. Transfer to a plate.
2. Add the remaining 3 teaspoons oil to the pot. Add onion, 
parsnips, carrots, rosemary, salt and pepper and cook, stirring 
often, until the vegetables begin to soften, 3 to 5 minutes. Add 
broth and apples; bring to a simmer over high heat. Reduce heat 
to maintain a simmer and cook, stirring often, until the vegetables 
are tender, 8 to 10 minutes. Return the chicken to the pot and stir 

in vinegar.

Recipe adapted from EatingWell Test Kitchen

Sponsored by
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Staff Spotlight: Angie Filice gets Stockbridge’s young learners off to a 
great start

“I always knew I wanted to be a 
teacher,” Filice said. “I would hope 
to be half of the educator, mom, 
wife, aunt, grandma, and friend, 
that she is today.” Photo credit Amy 
Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
Experiencing school for the first time is a memorable encounter for any young student. Longtime kindergarten teacher Angie Filice 

realizes this and isn’t afraid to be “silly” and “real” to make learning fun.
“I love this job! “ Filice says. She has been teaching for 25 years and is a very popular choice by parents. 
She has educated many children throughout the years and her name comes up frequently as being a student’s favorite teacher.
Filice sets the tone for the students’ opinion about school. She provides structure and fun learning in her classroom. When teaching 

kindergarten kids, she tries to remember, “ to treat them as if they are my own.” 
“From keeping them safe, and to support their needs,” she says, “I always think to myself...if this was my child, how would I help 

and support them?”
Filice is responsible for integrating the young children into the world and teaching them skills they will need throughout life. She 

also prepares them for the higher grades of elementary school. 
Smith Elementary School Principal Brad Edwards says Filice “is a phenomenal teacher and a leader.” 
She has three important pieces of advice for teachers beginning their careers.
 “One, build relationships with your students and families,” Filice says. “Two, build classroom management, establishing your rules 

and routines from the first day. Be consistent and follow through. Three, have fun! Always make time to have fun in your day. Don’t be 
afraid for your students to see you being “silly” and “real.” It makes learning fun.”

She grew up in a small town like Stockbridge and graduated from Holly High School. After high school, she attended Central 
Michigan University for her Bachelor’s Degree in Education. She later obtained her master’s degree from Marygrove College in the Art 
of Teaching. 

Filice credits her mother, Dorothea, with being the biggest influence in teaching her patience, respect, love and faith. Her mother was an elementary teacher and 
principal for many years.

“I always knew I wanted to be a teacher,” Filice said. “I would hope to be half of the educator, mom, wife, aunt, grandma, and friend, that my mom is today.” 
Filice choose to work at Stockbridge Community Schools because she liked the small-town feel and it reminded her of home. 
“It was a very welcoming community that supported me every step of the way,” she said. Jane Clarke, her first principal, gave her a tour of the town and helped her 

find the first house to rent on the Graf Farm. 
Filice credits her two amazing daughters as her biggest accomplishment. 
“I am very proud of their work ethic, empathy for others, and their commitment to their faith,” she said.
 Libby is 20 years old and Paige is 16. She married Mark Filice in 1997 and has been married for about 22 years. They raised their daughters in Leslie, Mich. 
This community is extremely lucky to have such an outgoing teacher who brings such a positive influence to our district. She always has a smile on her face and kids love her! 

Obituary
Linda L. (Keiser) Zenz

Linda L. (Keiser) Zenz
Jan. 25, 1917 to Nov. 21, 2019

Linda L. (Keiser) Zenz, age 56, of Grass 
Lake, passed away Tuesday, December 10, 
2019 at Michigan Medicine in Ann Arbor after 
a valiant battle with cancer. She is survived by 
her beloved family, her husband of 37 years, 
Richard E. Zenz; son, Zachary (Megan) Zenz 
of Clarkston; daughter, Marianne (John) Walter 
of Grass Lake; four grandchildren, Lucas, 
Alexis, Zoey and Ryan; parents, Donald and 
Wilma Keiser of Gregory; siblings, Aldonna 
(Jim) Raciskaborski, Jeanne (Robert Hoffman) 
Keiser and Donald (Lorraine) Keiser; 
numerous, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and 

friends. She was preceded in death by her in-laws, Robert and Nancy Zenz. 
She took an active role in farming with Dick ever since they were together. 
Linda worked many years with the Grass Lake Community Schools; for 6 
years as a bus driver and then 21 years as bookkeeper. She loved working 
with all the children at school over the years. Linda was a wonderful and 
supportive wife, mother and grandmother. Cremation has taken place and a 
gathering to celebrate her life and share memories will be held at the Grass 
Lake High School Cafeteria on Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 2 to 
6 pm. For those who wish, contributions in Linda’s memory to the Grass 
Lake Community Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 795, Grass Lake, MI 
49240 would be appreciated. 
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Obituaries

  Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom we have 
been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within 
the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
 There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Linda L. (Keiser) Zenz - died Nov. 21, 2019 - Grass Lake
 · Faith F. Kerr – died Nov. 24, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Maureen K. Kemp – died Nov. 26, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Therron S. Patterson – died Nov. 29, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Colleen Decker Weddon – died Dec. 2, 2019 – Chelsea
 · Colleen M. (Cullen) Rose – died Dec. 8, 2019 – Stockbridge
 · Theresa L. Heinz – died Dec. 8, 2019 – Webberville
 · Max Randolph – died Dec. 18, 2019 – Munith

Death Notices

Colleen Decker Weddon

Marilyn Rose Selent

George-Ann Moore

Thomas Rogers

Polly Johnson

George-Ann Moore
March 10, 1936 to Nov. 23, 2019

George-Ann Moore went home to be with 
the Lord on Saturday, November 23, 2019 after 
suffering a series of strokes. Born George-Ann 
Metz to Howard and Mildred (Daugherty) Metz 
on March 10, 1936, she grew up in Detroit, 
Michigan. As a child, George-Ann loved being 
out on “The Farm” with her cousins, the Price 
Brothers in Stockbridge, Michigan. She graduated 
from McKinley High School in 1954 and attended 
Hillsdale College. 

Georgie married Robert Hatting in 1961 and 
had two children, Mark and Lou-Ann. Years later, 
while working as a bookkeeper in the central office 
for South Lyon Community Schools, she met 
and later married Virgil Moore, Jr. Georgie had 
a love of horses and spent many years showing 
Morgan horses, and eventually moving to a farm 
in Stockbridge. There she worked as the school 
secretary at Howlett Elementary in Gregory, 
Michigan. After retiring, she and Virgil spent 
winters in Leesburg, Florida. In her later years, she 
enjoyed going to her grandchildren’s concerts and 
plays. 

George-Ann is survived by her son, Mark Hatting of Ocala, FL, daughter, Lou-Ann 
Willsey (Elson) of Arcadia, Michigan, and six grandchildren, Hailey Hatting, Madison 
Hatting, Sierra Willsey Jones (Kendall), Andrea Willsey, Erica Willsey and Ryan Willsey.

Memorial services were held at Herring Lake Baptist Church on Saturday, November 
30th at 11 am. A graveside service will be held in South Lyon Cemetery in the spring of 
2020. 

Thomas F. Rogers
Feb. 24, 1955 to Dec. 16, 2019

Thomas F. Rogers, age 64, of Stockbridge, MI, 
formerly of Farmington Hills, MI, passed away at his 
home on December 16, 2019. He was born in Royal 
Oak, MI on February 24, 1955 the son of the late 
John and Mavis (Robey) Rogers. On November 28, 
1986 he married Luci (Muter), and she survives. Also 
surviving are one daughter, Sarah (Timothy) Salow 
of Stockbridge, and mother-in-law, Sophie Muter 
of Stockbridge. He was preceded in death by one 
brother, David Rogers, and his father-in-law, Joseph 
Muter.

Thomas lived in the Stockbridge area for the past 
18 months. He was a member of St. Mary Catholic 
Parish in Pinckney. Thomas loved history, Tigers 
Baseball, and reading and was a master mechanic. He 
also thoroughly enjoyed his work and spent 28 years 
as a national sales representative in aftermarket paint 
sales.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on 
Saturday, December 21, 2019, 12:30 p.m. at St. 
Mary Catholic Parish, 10601 Dexter-Pinckney Rd., 
Pinckney, MI with Fr. Dan Kogut presiding. The 
family will receive friends at church from 11:30 

a.m. until the time of service. Private burial will take place at Oaklawn Cemetery in 
Stockbridge, MI. Memorial contributions may be made to St. Mary Catholic Parish or the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research.

Polly Johnston
Dec. 12, 2019

Polly L. Johnson passed her life to God and the 
angels on Dec. 12, 2019 at the age of 81.

Surviving are her three children Cindy (Warren) 
Bailey, Tim (Carrie) Johnson and Terri (Mike) Roe; 
five grandchildren: Jason, Amber, Mike, Mallari and 
Tyler; four great grandchildren: Abby, Madelyn, Eleri 
and Faith; and one great-great-grandchild Presley 
who all gave her love, laughter and happiness. Also 
surviving is her sister Pam Wilson and brother Don 
Streets.

There are no further plans for a celebration of life 
at this time.

Colleen Decker Weddon
Aug. 8, 1958 to Dec. 2, 2019

Colleen Decker Weddon, age 61 of Chelsea, 
Mich., met the Lord peacefully in her sleep 
Monday, Dec. 2, 2019 at Linden Square Assisted 
Living in Saline. She was born Aug. 8, 1958 in 
Lansing, Mich., the daughter of Thomas Raymond 
and Joyce Elaine (Dymond) Decker.

Colleen graduated from Lansing Everett High 
School in 1976, and attended Lansing Community 
College. She worked as a receptionist/bookkeeper 
for Farhat Law Firm in Lansing, MI. After moving 
to Chelsea in 1983, she worked for Dayspring 
Gifts, IHA for Chelsea Pediatrics, as a volunteer 
lunch mom at North Lake Elementary and as 
a teller for Chelsea State Bank. Colleen was a 
member of Grass Lake Assembly of God for 35 
years. 

She loved hanging out with friends and family, 
shopping for presents online, a good movie, chardonnay with munchies and winning 
arguments. She was always willing to share her positive outlook with others, especially 
those with health challenges. As a younger resident at Linden Square Assisted Living 
facility in Saline, she spent much of her time encouraging and advocating for others and 
was loved by the staff, administration and fellow residents. Colleen was a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother. Despite a myriad of health problems and six brain surgeries over 
24 years, she rarely complained about her afflictions and complications.

On Aug. 7, 1982, she married Alex Weddon, and he survives. She is also survived by 
her children, Dane Weddon of Royal Oak, Randi (Rob) Bergsma of Los Angeles, Mallory 
Weddon of Los Angeles, Alaina (Zac) Karschnick of Findlay, OH; her siblings, Tom 
Decker, Mike (Sharon), Debra Decker, Tim (Patti) Decker, Lynne Ann (Gene) Romer, 
Brian (Elvia). Decker, Melissa (Chip) Downs; 3 1/2 grandchildren, Rhett Bergsma, Deacon 
Karschnick, Holland Bergsma, and baby Karschnick due to arrive in April; and many 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, and brother, Jimmy.

Funeral services were held at noon on Thursday, December 5, at Grass Lake Assembly 
of God (I-94 exit 150, one mile south), with Pastor Wesley Edie officiating. Visitation was 
at Cole Funeral Chapel Wednesday, Dec. 4, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and at the church on 
Thursday at 10 a.m. with service immediately. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Colleen Weddon memorial rose garden fund. Send to 9730 Beeman Rd., Chelsea, MI 48118.

Marilyn Rose Selent
Sept. 30, 1930 to Nov. 30, 2019

Marilyn Rose Selent, age 89, passed away 
peacefully Saturday, November 30, 2019 with her 
family by her side. She was born September 30, 1930 
in Kenton, OH, the daughter of Ferdinand Frederick 
and Anna Pauline (Dysert) Barth. Marilyn was a 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ann Arbor, 
a member of Dekers and a member of the Order of 
the Eastern Stars. She was an avid reader, loved all 
kinds of puzzles and was skilled at needlepoint and 
knitting. She was passionate about guiding youth 
as she mentored U of M hockey students and was a 
4H leader. Her most cherished hobby was being a 
devoted U of M fan. She rarely missed a football or 
hockey game. Marilyn is survived by: three children, 
Deborah Fletcher of Munith, MI, Michael (Carrie) 
Holt of Manchester, MI, and Timothy (Monica) Holt 
of Ann Arbor, MI; five grandchildren, eight great 
grandchildren, three great great-grandchildren, four 
nieces and one nephew. She was preceded in death 
by her first husband, Chester Holt and her second 
husband, Edward Selent, her parents, Ferdinand and 
Anna Pauline Barth, her sister, Sharon, her brother, 
Bill and son-in-law, Rick Fletcher. The family will 

receive friends on Friday, December 6, 2019 from 2-8 PM at Muehlig Funeral Chapel. A 
funeral service will be held on Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 11 AM at the funeral home 
with burial to follow in Bethlehem cemetery. Contributions in her memory may be made to 
the U of M alumni association.
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Student of the Month: 8th-grade student 
Cheyenne Calhoun

“Cheyenne adds great, positive 
energy to the mathematics 
classroom. I appreciate how she 
sets an example for her peers by 
frequently volunteering, asking 
good questions, and always 
completing her assignments on 
time,” teacher Lissa Avis said. 
School provided photo

by Cindy Lance
Junior/Senior High School eighth-grade student 

Cheyenne Calhoun has attended Stockbridge Community 
Schools her entire academic life. Her most memorable 
experience so far has been in Mrs. Taylor’s kindergarten 
class, and she has developed a love for English and math. 
This can be seen through the comments of her current 
teachers in these subjects. “Cheyenne is a hardworking 
student. She always gives her best and has a smile on her 
face. She asks questions, helps others, and is a wonderful 
student to have in class.” –Hilary Lyman-Bower. “Cheyenne 
adds great, positive energy to the mathematics classroom. 
I appreciate how she sets an example for her peers by 
frequently volunteering, asking good questions, and always 
completing her assignments on time,” said teacher Lissa 
Avis.

The daughter of Jason and Tira Calhoun, she is the 
second eldest child with older sibling Zach and three 
younger; Cree, Tala and Alex. Her family and friends have 
influenced her, being told that she can do anything she puts 

Ask an expert: Should 
you trust your doctor 
or your insurer?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger
On the surface, this question may sound 

ridiculous. That’s probably because it is. 
But let’s play it out a little. Let’s suppose 
you have a medical condition that requires 
a surgical procedure to get you back to 
optimal health. (Hopefully you do not, but 

just play along.) Who will you consult to determine the best course of treatment 
and to perform the needed procedure? Will you go to a board-certified surgeon 
with 30+ years of training and experience in the area of your specific surgery? 
Or, will you call the hourly employee your insurance carrier hired six months 
ago and ask how he or she would go about cutting into your body to repair or 
remove the ailing organ? Who would you and should you trust?

Unless you genuinely have a death wish, it’s more likely you will actually 
speak to—and trust—the opinion and specific skillset of the doctor whose sole 
job is to perform this specific surgery. However, once you’ve decided to trust 
the doctor, how do you know that you’ve put your trust in the right doctor? Is 
one doctor the same as any other? Is it enough to know the doctor has a degree 
and has been given permission to operate on you? Would you choose the doctor 
who has successfully performed the specific surgery hundreds of times? Or do 
you take advice from the one who has never performed the procedure and who 
has been hired by your insurer and taught to recommend the least expensive 
procedure to save the insurer money? How do you know who to really trust with 
your life? In this day and age, it simply makes good sense for you to do your due 
diligence and find out who is the best qualified to handle your specific medical 
condition.

Now, consider the parallels to experiencing an auto collision and needing to 
find a service to repair today’s highly sophisticated and technical automobiles. 
Suppose, God forbid, you get into an accident. The first thing you do if 
you’re like most people is to call your auto insurer. And when you do, you are 
immediately assigned to one of their claims adjusters. You then bring your car to 
a body shop where, after careful inspection, someone prepares a comprehensive 
repair plan for you only to discover that your insurance adjuster disagrees with 
that repair plan. The insurance company denies payment for the shop’s plan and 
instead renders its own plan. This begs the question: Who should you trust?

In essence, this is the same question posed in the previous medical example. 
The body shop’s sole business is to repair vehicles just like yours. Some 

repairers have made significant investments in time for ongoing training and 
money to acquire the required equipment to ensure they are up-to-date with 
the ever-changing standards put out by the vehicle manufacturers to provide 
the absolute right repair for your vehicle. On the other hand, the insurance 
adjuster may have weeks, months, maybe even years of sitting behind a desk 
and authorizing or denying payments, but no actual hands-on experience in 
performing repairs. Very few have ever had to straighten a frame, replace a 
welded-on panel, or refinish a vehicle.

See Expert on page 15.

her mind to. Cheyenne wants to graduate high school and pursue a college degree in either 
special education or art. She is a member of the Youth Bowling League and likes to paint 
and help her friends with homework.

Annual Bev Penix Toy Drive

On Saturday, Dec. 7, at the Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Hall, Bev’s 
two daughters remembered their mother by encouraging people to give to 
kids in the community. Photo credit Jo Mayer

by Jo Mayer
“Grandma Bev had a heart of 

gold,” recalls Allison Cole as she 
worked at the annual Bev Penix 
Memorial Toy Drive. “Even though 
we weren’t related, my kids called 
her Grandma—she was just like 
that.”

On Saturday, Dec. 7, at the 
Mackinder-Glenn American 
Legion Hall, Bev’s two daughters 
remembered their mother by 
encouraging people to give to kids 
in the community. “We wanted to 
do something in memory of my 

mom and because she was such a giving person, we came up with a 
toy drive to honor her memory and brighten Christmas for area kids in 
need. We started working on it in my garage almost 
9 years ago,” Jodie Penix Harmon, Bev’s daughter, 
remembers. “And after two years, it grew too big to fit 
there. Allison Cole invited us to have it at Backstreet, 
so we had it there for a number of years, then moved 
it here about three years ago when the Sons of the 
American Legion [Mackinder Glenn Post 510] and 
the Ladies Auxiliary joined in to help, along with DJ 
Phatboy.”

In addition to the donated toys, the event held 
a Christmas basket and gift card raffle. The money 
raised from these items will also go to Stockbridge 
Community Outreach to be used to purchase 
Christmas supplies for Outreach clients. Sons of the 
American Legion members, Al DeCroix and Marty 
Bliss, cheerfully tended a cash bar and the Ladies 
Auxiliary kept busy providing tacos and nachos from 
7 until after 9 p.m.

Allison Cole confers with a lucky 
winner of a silent auction basket.
Photo credit Jo Mayer
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Groups and resources that 
enrich our community

The Stockbridge area is home to a wide array of nonprofit and charitable 
organizations, all for the benefit of local residents. The information below 
represents the Community News third effort to compile current descriptions 
and contact information. 

Not listed or notice an error? Please accept our apologies and email 
corrected information to Stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail 
mail the NEWS, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.  In information data 
indicate CRG correction, addition or deletion. Also, if your organization 
has an event to advertise or announce free of charge in our “Community 
Calendar” please contact the email above.

American Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post 510. Founded in 1947, 
the Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post 510 continues to be one of 
the pillars of the Stockbridge community.  The post was named for two 
local residents who were killed in action during World War I.  These 
hometown heroes were Russell Mackinder and J.T. Glenn. Property for 
the Post’s site was donated by William Domine, which caused the local 
Legion to purchase the balance of the land where the Legion stands at 
830 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The post consists of Legion Members 
(Veterans), SAL (Sons of the American Legion), ALR (American Legion 
Riders, a motorcycle group) and The Auxiliary. Over the years, the post 
has sponsored a variety of activities ranging from baseball to oratory 
competitions, as well as Poppy Day sales for disabled veterans and veterans 
having difficulty assistance from other sources, or if a hardship is placed 
upon them.  They can be depended upon to provide memorial honor guards 
as needed for veterans’ funerals. They also host an annual Ceremony for 
Disposal of Unserviceable Flags every June. The legion does not march 
in the light parade, but they do have a trailer leading the parade. On 
Memorial Day, they have a program at the post and members then march 
to the cemetery where a roll call of deceased veterans is done. For the past 
few years, SAL has prepared a meal for veteran members and spouses 
on Veterans Day.  Also the Legion, SAL, ALR and the Auxiliary provide 
scholarships for relatives of members. Ongoing social activities include: 
bingo, euchre, an annual Chili Cookout, Fish Fries, several times during 
the fall, winter and spring and Thursday night specials that rotate between 
tacos, sliders, chicken wings and Coney dogs.  Local members participate 
the Homecoming Parade in Stockbridge as well as in the Gregory Fourth of 
July parade. As of this spring, the eldest member was 92 and the youngest 
36. There have been 50 post commanders since Post 510 began.  The 
present commander is Jerry Kunzelman. Since July 2019, any honorably 
discharged veteran who served after Dec. 7, 1941, is now able to join the 
American Legion and all our welcome to do so.  Wartime service was 
previously required. The “Legion Act” as it is named was signed into law in 
July of 2019. Everyone is welcome to attend the games and the meals and 
to participate in any of the other activities provided throughout the year. 
Phone 517-851-8445.

Boy and Cub Scouts. Camping, archery, BB gun shooting, bottle/
can drives, car washes, Pinewood Derby races—these are a few of the 
activities that Cub Scouts has to offer. Come join the adventure. Interested? 
Want info? Contact Mike Stoffer at phone 734-355-3070 or email at 
mikestoffer8@gmail.com.

Churches: The Stockbridge area is home to a wide assortment of 
churches and religious organizations. Currently recorded churches in 
our area are: First Presbyterian, 101 S. Center. Contact Linda or Kate 
at 517-851-7015. Stockbridge United Methodist, 219 East Elizabeth, 
Contact Elizabeth  at 517-851-7676. St. Cornelian and Cyprion Catholic, 
Catholic Church Road, contact Bonnie at 517-589-8492 or bonnie@
saintsjcc.org. Gregory Community Church, 126 Church St., Gregory 734-
498-2541. Trinity Lutheran, 5758 M-36, Pinckney.734-878-5977. Church 

of Christ, 4783 S. M52 Stockbridge, 517-851-8141. Highest Praise 
Worship Center, 5107 Clinton, Stockbridge, 517-851-7758. Crossroads 
Community Church, 950 S. Clinton, Stockbridge, 517-851-7075. First 
Methodist Church of Waterloo, Territorial Rd., Stockbridge, 517-851-
7287. Good Shepherd Mission, 5050 E. M36, 517-851-9800. Jeruel 
Baptist Church, 11400 Plum Orchard Road, Munith, 517-596-2128. 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 15800 Graves Road, Gregory, 
734-498-2682. Millville United Methodist Church, 1932 N. M-52, 
Stockbridge. 517-851-7853. Munith United Methodist, 122 N. M-36, 
Munith, 517-596-2441. Plainfield United Methodist Church, 17845 
M-36, Stockbridge, 517-851-7651. Southwest Church of Nazarene, 1455 
Holmes Road, Gregory, 734-498-2682. Trinity Pentecostal Church, 4935 
Freiermuth Road, 517-565-3310. Unadilla Presbyterian Church, 20175 
Williamsville Road, Gregory. 734-498-7114. The Stockbridge Community 
News is pleased to allocate special sections of the December and April print 
editions to numerous holiday activities underway in these organizations. 
Please see our online and print “Community Calendar” for specific church 
activities and events each month.

Friends of the Stockbridge Branch Library. Organizes the annual 
Silent Auction and helps with book sales. The Friends help with 
programming and purchasing needed items for the Stockbridge Library. For 
info contact P.O. Box 802 or email 
2`eileenconti50@gmail.com.

Girl Scouts. Enjoy field trips, camping, cultural studies and more. 
For info, contact Kate Wigent at 517-742-4741, or contact Membership 
Specialist Callie Frey with the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan at 517-742-
4741.

Gregory Senior Center. All who are interested please join this fun, 
independent group. We are located at 126 Webb St. Open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dues are $10 per year and membership 
is open to all persons over the age of 55 years, regardless of residency. 
Trips and special events are planned in addition to weekly penny bingo and 
euchre games. Lunch $3. Please call at least a day in advance. For more 
info or to schedule a lunch delivery, please call Dick Ellsworth, 517-202-
1161 or 517-449-5629. If the school is closed due to weather, the senior 
center will be closed.

Happy Hustlers 4-H. Interested in 4-H? Happy Hustlers meet generally 
once a month. Any youth 5 years or older may join. The goal of 4-H is 
to develop citizenship, leadership responsibility and life skills of youth 
through positive learning programs. Whether you are interested in crafts, 
photography, or animals, you can discover these programs through Happy 
Hustlers 4-H Club. If interested, please ask to join our Happy Hustlers 4-H 
page or call Carrie Zeitz at 517-204-1336 or Holly Whitaker, 517-937-
9547. Also holly.whitaker102@yahoo.com. Meetings are held at Heritage 
School on the second Sunday of the month, 6 p.m. Check us out on 
Facebook.

Munith Lions Club. With over 65 years of service, the Munith Lions 
Club continues their endeavor of giving back to the community. One fine 
example was the grand reopening of the Munith Lions Park in Munith on 
Aug. 29, 2019. “It was a glorious day and all the people who were involved 
in the funding and the hard work of putting the park in its new condition 
were there.” President Glenn Buckmaster shared in the Friends of the 
Munith Lions Facebook group that Buckmaster created for non-members 
who would like to volunteer in activities throughout the year like putting 
up American flags in the summer and Christmas decorations at Christmas. 
Chartered in 1953, the Lions Club is keeping its roar and sponsors 
community activities including their upcoming preparations for the Munith 
Halloween Parade and party on Saturday; Oct. 26, during which they 
offer yearly vision testing. After the parade, people gather in the Munith 
Methodist Church for refreshments and social interaction. 

Continued on page 12. 



January 2020Stockbridge Community News12

The Munith Lions Club is guided by the motto, “We serve,” and 
organizes philanthropic events like White Cane Day. The organization helps 
people receive glasses, cornea surgery, and reader machines for the blind, in 
addition to providing other community-oriented services. The Munith Lions 
Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range of organizations, 
events and foundations. The group supports Leader Dog for the Blind, 
Paws for a Cause, Lions of Michigan Foundation, Eversight, Organ 
Donations, Lions All State Band, Bear Lake Camp, Diabetes Awareness, 
Braille Transcribing, Radio Reading Services, Penrickton Center for Blind 
Children, Michigan Youth Academy, Project Kidsight, Winter Camp for the 
Blind and Youth Exchange as well as the Lion Ev Huttenlocher Scholarship 
for SHS. Although a small club, the members are very active. We are 
getting older and need some new younger members to keep these things 
going. Please think about joining “WE SERVE.” Munith Lions meet the 
second and fourth Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at Hankerd Inn, 10350 Hankerd Road, 
Pleasant Lake. Contact: Glenn Buckmaster 517-474-0294 or Bob and Char 
Chrisman 517-596-2215, email chrism39@frontier.com.

Munith Rod & Gun Club. Spring through fall, daytime and under the 
lights, the nonprofit MR&GC sports club sponsors American Trapshooting 
Association (ATA) events and fun shoots. The trapshooter club welcomes 
all adults and accompanied minors on Friday nights at 5 p.m. for 
trapshooting practice April through October. Location: 11455 Fitchburg 
Road, Munith, Mich. Contact: 517-745-3783.

Munith/Stockbridge Community Pay It Forward Group. Is a 
local online outreach project solely aimed at helping our community and 
neighbors at the micro level. Though the local economy has improved since 
PIF’s founding in 2012, the mission to bring aid to those in need remains. 
With neighbors helping neighbors throughout the surrounding communities, 
the group’s format and guidelines are simple: If you are in need of help, it 
doesn’t matter what it is, post it. Not comfortable asking publicly? Contact 
one of the administrators privately and confidentially. Know someone 
in need? Post for them. Someone will see it and help. Your kid needs 
winter coat? Good chance someone on this page will have one. Public 
Announcements, Lost and Found Pets and Employment Opportunities.  
This is not a “For Sale” page and all items must be donated freely. Have 
an item you no longer want or need? Post it. Chances are a neighbor will 
want or need it. Need a ride to work because your car broke down? Post it. 
Maybe someone on here is going that way. Can’t pay the light bill? If we 
can’t help here, we will put you in contact with someone who can. 

Now, if you see someone post something and you can help them, times 
are hard and we have all been there. Some are blessed with more than what 
they need, and others don’t have enough.  Connect with us on Facebook at 
Munith/Stockbridge Community Pay it Forward Group or email us via our 
sister group at wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com.

Open Air Market of Stockbridge. A 501(c)3 Farmers Market held 
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. on the Stockbridge Township Square 
from first Friday in May through October as weather permits. Local and 
regional musicians perform in the gazebo between 5:30 and 7 p.m. May 
through August. Our products include local cheese, frozen meats, honey 
& eggs. Produce and fruits include fresh corn, tomatoes, potatoes, beans, 
squash, peppers, herbs, salad greens, apples, peaches, pears, strawberries 
and melons. We have baked goods including bread, pies, sweet breads, 
coffee cake, cookies and more. Artisan crafts include handmade soaps, 
candles, herbal lotions and sprays, greeting cards and art.  We welcome 
other non-profit organizations to set up booths for free. Off season, the 
event continues indoors on select dates. The Market participates in Small 
Business Saturday, and has 4 winter markets in the Presbyterian Church 
Hall (dates can change). Contact information: OAM, P.O. Box 382, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285, 517-851-7437, suznort@juno.com, and we’re on 
Facebook.

Panther Cubs PTO. A 501(C)(3) nonprofit comprised of parent 

volunteers, teachers and administrators.  The mission of the PTO is to 
support the needs of the staff and students of Stockbridge schools.  Funds 
raised by the group pay for teacher supplies, field trip transportation, movie 
licensing, special assemblies, playground equipment and more.  The PTO 
also organizes events such as family fun nights, dances for students and 
teacher appreciation lunches.  Meetings are held at Heritage Elementary the 
first Tuesday of the month at 4 p.m. Additionally a parent volunteer meeting 
will be held the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Heritage at 6 p.m. with the first 
meeting Jan. 22.  

Want more information? Interested in being a part?  Check us out 
on facebook https://facebook.com/panthercubspto/ Want to receive our 
monthly newsletter? Email reagan@gmail.com to get added to the list.

Shop Rat Foundation. Founded in 2004 by manufacturing 
entrepreneur, Chris Salow, the Shop Rat Foundation promotes and provides 
learning opportunities for youth enrolled in grades 6-12 to gain a better 
understanding of the manufacturing industry through participation in 
Shop Rat Education Program offerings. The Foundation’s mission is “to 
ignite interest in manufacturing careers among youth through innovation 
and outreach.” Its educational program incorporates hands-on, project-
based curriculum modules focused on machining, welding, engineering, 
construction and modern manufacturing (including mechatronics and 
additive manufacturing). The program is currently facilitating after-school 
classes, in-school partnership activities and summer camps in Jackson, 
Livingston, Eaton, Hillsdale,  Ingham and Lenawee counties. Facilities are 
located at 11855 Bunkerhill Road., Pleasant Lake 49272, MI. Can be found 
at www.shoprat.org . Contact Kelly Burr Kofflin at: shopratfoundation@
gmail.com  for information.

SKY Theater. Is a performing arts groups that gives area youth an 
opportunity to learn theater skills and perform plays at the Stockbridge 
Township Hall.  It is available for children 6 to 18 years old. Eventually 
adults will be added to the group. Adults are currently welcomed to help 
with productions. SKY stands for Stockbridge Kids & Youth.  SKY Theater 
produces a show every fall and spring along with several summer shows 
at area libraries and festivals. SKY was started by Jeff Boyer in September 
2014.  They had two productions (“Charlotte’s Web” and “Schoolhouse 
Rock Live”). It was halted in 2015 because the founder was unable to 
devote time to building the group.  Huge encouragement and demand from 
many community members encouraged Boyer to revive the SKY Theater 
in the summer of 2019 by registering as a nonprofit and building a board 
of officers and members.  SKY produced the SKY Theater Variety Show 
in November 2019 to showcase the talents of area youth.  It was a show 
filled with comedy sketches, musical pieces and zany antics. You can 
find SKY Theater on Facebook. Plans are currently underway to perform 
“School House Rock Live” in March 2020. For more information, email 
stockbridgeskytheater@gmail.com

SRSLY (text language for “seriously”) is a team of youth and adults 
working together to promote positive choices and prevent youth substance 
use in Stockbridge. SRSLY promotes positive family and community 
involvement and school bonding, works to limit youth access to alcohol 
and other drugs, and aims to reduce parental approval of youth drug use. 
The SRSLY coalition consists of representatives from across Stockbridge, 
Chelsea, Dexter, and Manchester, including the schools, hospital, library, 
law enforcement, churches, businesses, parents, and youth. SRSLY focuses 
on primary prevention among youth aged 10 to 15, but is open to anyone 
interested in preventing youth substance use by promoting a more positive 
and healthy community. SRSLY receives support from the Drug-Free 
Communities Support Program, the 5 Healthy Towns Foundation, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea, and the Coghlan Family Foundation. For more 
information or to volunteer, call 517-985-6115, visit www.srslystockbridge.
org, or email info@srslystockbridge.org.
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Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce. Focuses on helping 
businesses and residents succeed by making our community a better 
place to work, live, dine, and play. We are organized to achieve the 
objective of: promoting growth, community, and volunteerism to the 
communities of Gregory, Munith, and Stockbridge by supporting other 
local groups or individuals for the common good and organizing events 
the attract and retain businesses and residents. Website https://www.
stockbridgeareachamber.org/ or visit our Facebook page.

Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. was founded in 2000 as 
a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization affiliated with the Jackson County 
Community Foundation. SAEF offers many benefits to the Gregory, Munith 
and Stockbridge areas through the generous donations of community 
members and participation in its primary annual fundraiser, the Festival 
of Tables. SAEF enhances the educational opportunities available to all 
of its citizens through quarterly grants and scholarships. Donations offer 
educational support to community members and organizations, contributing 
to a more positive and enriched future. Phone 517-851-7188 or visit www.
panthernet.net/our-district/saef.

Stockbridge Area Arts Council. (SAAC) is a nonprofit, all volunteer 
organization dedicated to providing opportunities for all ages to participate 
in, and enjoy the performing arts and cultural events in our community. 
Since its inception in 1990, the Arts Council has contributed to the 
aesthetics of the Township Hall by contributing funds for the new stage 
curtain, purchasing a new sound system, purchasing and providing ongoing 
maintenance for the grand piano, and improving the lighting system. The 
Council also offers annual scholarships to support students pursuing artistic 
experiences. New members are welcome. SAAC meets 4th Tuesday, 
September – November and January – June 7 p.m. in Room 108 of the 
Stockbridge Activity Building (former middle school).  For more info: 
contact President Dick Borden at trombonerichard@yahoo.com.

The Stockbridge Area Garden Club. First established in 1984, serves 
the greater Stockbridge area. Its 20-plus members seek to beautify public 
areas, educate people on the how-tos of flower gardening, and support 
civic projects. Among other undertakings, the garden club decorates the 
Township Hall and Square, weeds and waters the cemetery flag garden, 
and helps families in need through Stockbridge Community Outreach. 
Meetings are generally held the first Monday of the month generally at 1 
p.m. All interested in are invited contact risnerco@gmail.com or mail the 
Stockbridge Garden Club, P.O. Box 612, Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society. (SAGHS) 
is dedicated to preserving and promoting genealogical and historical 
information throughout the greater Stockbridge area. P.O. Box 966, 
Stockbridge, MI 49285. For info about general public meetings, 
please check our website: www.stockbridgeareaghs.org. Contact 
stockbridgeareaghs@hotmail.com.

Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition. (SAWC) was created by the 
5 Healthy Towns Foundation (5HF) to help improve the overall wellness 
of the area served by the former Chelsea Hospital. 5HF is a tax-exempt, 
private charitable foundation governed by a volunteer board of directors. 
The mission of the 5HF is to cultivate improvements in personal and 
community wellness. SAWC aims to serve all those within the Stockbridge 
school district, focusing on four pillars of health identified by 5HF: making 
healthy connections, eating better, moving more, and avoiding unhealthy 
substances. One of the first projects undertaken was to establish the 
Stockbridge Wellness Center, but other interventions include improving 
the trail systems, building and improving playgrounds and parks, helping 
to build the Heritage pavilion and community greenhouse, supporting 
the Open Air Market and Outreach’s Tide Me Over, establishing SRSLY 
Stockbridge and planning for wellness improvements for the future. All 
are invited, encouraged, and welcome to join SAWC. Monthly meetings 
are held on the third Thursday each month at 5:30 p.m. in Room 108 of 

the Stockbridge Activity Center (in the old Middle School building) enter  
through door # 20. Other communities involved with 5HF are Chelsea, 
Dexter, Grass Lake, and Manchester. To learn more about the Stockbridge 
Area Wellness Coalition and 5HF, visit www.5healthytowns.org or www.
facebook.com/stockbridgewellnesscoalition or email jormayer76@gmail.
com.

Stockbridge Athletic Boosters. (SAB) is a nonprofit organization that 
brings parents and community members together, dedicated to encouraging 
and supporting athletes and athletic programs in the Stockbridge 
Community School District. This is done through various fundraising 
opportunities such as event concessions and larger community events 
such as the Harlem Wizards fundraiser last spring, which helped purchase 
equipment for the new weight room in the Jr/Sr High School. SAB is 
always looking for volunteers to help work concessions and fundraising 
events, students may even work to cover pay-to-play fees. To find out more, 
find us on Facebook @Stockbridge Athletic Boosters. Stay tuned for news 
on our next big fundraising event this Spring! Go Panthers!

Stockbridge Community Education. This department of the 
Stockbridge Community Schools, oversees community use of the school 
buildings and property and also rganizes enrichment and recreation 
programs for the district for all ages. Offices are located in Smith 
Elementary School, 100 Price Ave., Stockbridge. Phone 517-851-7735, ext. 
3207, website http://panthernet.net/departments/community-education/ and 
Stockbridge Community-Education on Facebook. Volunteers are always 
needed to teach a class, coach a team, or help at events.

Stockbridge Community Greenhouse. Is up and running. A few 
community members have shared their gardening tips with our students, 
and we encourage others to reach out to Josh Nichols 517-917-3223 or 
at nicholsj@panthernet.net if they would like to share information or use 
some of the space in the greenhouse for their gardening needs.

Stockbridge Community News. Is a volunteer-run, non-profit, public 
information service operated by volunteers. Our mission is to serve as a 
hub of quality, consistent local information to build a stronger community. 
As an IRS 501(C) (4) organization, we depend on the support of donors 
and sponsors. Over the course of our first 3 years of existence, the News 
has grown from a four page newsletter to a full-fledged public information 
organization. Our website (stockbridgecommunitynews.com) and Facebook 
page regularly serve more than 30,000 viewers each month. Our print 
edition, mailed monthly to more than 8200 households in the Stockbridge 
School District, reaches an estimated 24,000 residents in the Stockbridge, 
Munith, Gregory and Fitchburg area and portions of White Oak, Grass 
Lake, Leslie, Pleasant Lake, plus portions of Washtenaw and Jackson 
County. As you plan your gift giving for the end of the year, we hope you 
will keep us in mind, and we always need and welcome volunteers in a 
variety of areas. The News may be reached at P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 
48137 or through email at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.

Stockbridge Community Outreach. Was organized during the fall of 
1981 because local churches had become unable to handle the volume of 
requests for help. The first food pantry was in a room in the basement of a 
church. We are now located in the old Middle School (now the Stockbridge 
Activity Center), 305 W. Elizabeth, Room 120 and are open 3 days a week. 
We currently offer assistance with food (once monthly), utilities, housing, 
transportation, and prescriptions. We have clothing and small household 
goods—all free to the public. We coordinate the Tide Me Over weekend 
and summer food programs for kids and families who are on the free or 
reduced lunch program. We participate with the Fresh Food Initiative of 
Jackson, offering weekly food distributions to anyone who shows up at 
the site. Our facilities are used for government food distribution, and at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas we offer special food and gift programs. We 
make referrals to other agencies for specific needs. 

Continued on page 14. 
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Our hours: Monday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Wednesday 1 to 6 p.m. 
We also provide emergency assistance to those living in the Stockbridge 
School District. For info, call 517-851-7285 or find us on Facebook. Our 
mailing address is PO Box 682 - Stockbridge Activity Center, Stockbridge, 
MI 49285.

Stockbridge Golden Years Senior Citizens’ Nutrition Site. Meets 
Fridays in Stockbridge Township Hall. Lunch is served at noon, followed 
by bingo.  Social time starts at 10:30 a.m.  Ages 60+, $3 donation 
requested, but not required. RSVP is appreciated. Call Betti Wetherell 
by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 517-206-9035. Info@tcoa.org. or www.tcoa.org/
resources/nutrition-services.

Stockbridge Lions Club. Has historically provided financial support 
to a wide range of organizations, events and foundations, including 
Stockbridge Community Outreach, Waterloo Farm Museum, Stockbridge 
Area Arts Council, American Diabetes Association, Bear Lake Camp, 
Stockbridge Day in the Village, Gregory Fourth of July Celebration, 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation. The Stockbridge Lions Club 
has awarded over $250,000 in the past years to graduating seniors of 
Stockbridge High School to help further their educations. The Club has 
had to close the door on the long running Monday night bingo due to a 
waning number of participants. This has had a heavy impact on revenue 
and consequently on the Club’s ability for financial sharing. The Lions 
Club meets the first Tuesday each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Stockbridge 
Township Hall. Anyone interested in joining or contacting the Lions Club 
may contact Julie Chappel, Lion President, (2019-20) or Mike St. Dennis, 
Lion Secretary. The Club was still able this year to support over 30 people 
for Christmas at Stockbridge Outreach. Lions are always looking for new 
members who enjoy service to the community and fellowship with those 
who share our mission. More contact info: https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/
stockbridgemi OR Facebook OR Google: “Stockbridge Lions Club.”

Stockbridge Masonic Lodge. A charitable organization that supports 
many causes in the Stockbridge area, including  scholarship programs at 
the high school, sponsoring teams through Community Education and 
raising funds and sponsoring Adopt-A-Family for Stockbridge Community 
Outreach. A Mason is a member of the oldest and largest goodwill fraternity 
in the world, known as Masonry or Freemasonry. Masonry teaches that 
each man has a duty to make life better, not just for himself, but for 
everyone. They are in all likelihood the oldest continuing group within 
our community having established themselves by 1862 in Stockbridge. 
Their meeting hall is located on the second floor of the building which 
now houses Hometown Pharmacy.  You can see their insignia on the door 
between the two Hometown Pharmacy Doors.  Their charter does not 
permit the solicitation of members, but they are always happy to include 
new ones.  Their history in the community is a long and active one. Contact 
Greg Uihlein at 734-905-0990 or greguihlein@howardhanna.com.

Their Guardian, Their Voice. A small group of community members 
connecting in an online forum working together to offer help with short-
term assistance for families in crisis and struggling to feed or care for their 
pets and/or livestock. Their Guardian, Their Voice will also try to assist 
with placement, adoption, general medical care, and the occasionally 
emergency medical care when funds are available. We are not a wealthy 
community and resources are limited  and the list is  long but we do our 
best to meet immediate needs.  Our end goal is always to make sure any 
animal doesn’t go hungry or suffer.  If someone is not comfortable asking 
publicly for assistance, they can contact one of the administrators privately 
and confidentially. Coverage area is Ingham County, Jackson County and 
immediate surrounding counties. For more information, contact Heather 
Walling at guardiansvoice@hotmail.com or connect with us on Facebook at 

Their Guardian, Their Voice. Ongoing donations can be made at paypal.me/
guardiansvoice.

Tide Me Over. A backpack program that is part of Outreach, works to 
stave off hunger among the elementary school’s most vulnerable students 
by sending food home with children to tide them over the weekend. 
Currently, the program provides weekend meals to more than 100 
Stockbridge elementary students, pre-kindergarten through sixth grade. 
Donations may be made c/o the TMO program to Stockbridge Outreach, 
located in the Old Middle School, Mondays and Fridays (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
and Wednesdays 1 to 6 p.m. Mail to Stockbridge Community Outreach, 
P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge, MI 49285. Questions or comments? Email 
56Hollowayc@gmail.com.

Town Hall Players. Our hometown community theater group is always 
looking for new members: actors, musicians, technical directors, designers, 
backstage and front-of-house crew, and other volunteers. THP relies 
on the generous support of local businesses, groups, and individuals to 
continue to produce good local theater. See our Facebook page Stockbridge 
Town Players. If you would like more info or to sponsor a show or the 
complete season, please find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
stockbridgethp/.  We can be contacted at stockbridgethp@gmail.com.

Wake Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities. An online 
forum and movement of like-minded individuals with the mindset of 
community unity and pride. Its goals include making our community 
inviting for all near and far, coming together as a community united rather 
than divided, and addressing the harder issues and concerns surrounding 
us. Wake Up Stockbridge, which started as a Facebook group to discuss 
community goals, is a positive entity that welcomes different points of view 
and opinions. Working closely with their sister group Munith/Stockbridge 
Pay It Forward to make the simplest of needs to larger of needs meet as 
best they can, to ease economic burdens.The group has grown into local 
gatherings that host community projects. It conducts various types of 
activities and initiatives for young and old resident or not.  Although Wake 
Up highlights Stockbridge as our central point, we are an all inclusive 
group helping overlapping communities and neighbors. “After all, it does 
not take a village, township or district to make a community it takes like-
minded people who simply care,” Tina Mullins.  For more information, 
contact Tina at wakeupstockbridge@gmail.com or via Facebook at Wake 
Up Stockbridge & Surrounding Communities.

Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museums. Located at13493 
Waterloo-Munith Road, Grass Lake, MI 49240) is maintained and staffed 
by volunteer workers and members of the Waterloo Area Historical 
Society (WAHS). We have operated as a community service since 1962, 
giving tours, living history interpretations, demonstrations, educational 
meetings, and craft classes. To volunteer, see our website or Facebook 
page. Contact WAHS at P.O. Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285, email: 
waterloofarmmuseum.org, or call the Farm Museum at 517-596-2254 to 
leave a message. See our Facebook page. Open for weekend tours starting 
the first weekend after Memorial Day, and ending the weekend before 
Labor Day.

Waterloo Needlework Club. This group has continued making 
needlework quilts, knitting and crocheting for people in need since 1911. 
The club has supported a number of different charities through the years, 
including making bandages for injured soldiers during World Wars I and II. 
WNC supports a number of current charities with quilts or money and will 
be demonstrating our crafts at Pioneer Day in October at the Waterloo Farm 
Museum. We appreciate donations of good cotton fabric, batting, or money 
to buy these items. We meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month at 10 
a.m. at the Munith United Methodist Church. For info, call Jan, 517-769-
2172, powelljanice02@gmail.com.

Groups and resources that 
enrich our community continued
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Think you know the area? Here’s a 
chance to prove it. Each month, SCN 
photographer Rose Collison is selecting a 
mystery location within the Stockbridge 
School District. Names of readers who 
correctly identify the subject of the photo 
will be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

January’s winner will receive a $20 
Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa 
gift card. Thank you to Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s 
winner, Carolyn Overholser, for correctly 

January’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

identifying the photo of the deer hutch 
on 106. 

To participate, enter your best 
guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address 
and phone number. Email Rose at 

Recognize the subject of this picture and its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo credit Rose Collison

stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than Jan. 8.

Expert page 10
A wise man once said, “Never take advice on how to collect money from those that owe it to 

you!”
It’s reasonable to assume you would put your trust in the expert—the body shop—over the 

company whose sole job is to pay for the repair. But it may not be as simple as that. You may not be 
aware of the fact that many of the body shops out there have entered into agreements where they have 
actually partnered with insurance companies! In such instances, the repairer and insurer work together 
to reduce claims costs, which often results in cutting corners and lowering the quality of repair by 
using junkyard and/or non-original equipment manufacturer (non-OEM) parts. The insurer profits 
from the savings and the participating repairers receive direct referrals from the insurer so that they 
both benefit, all too often at the vehicle owner’s risk and expense.

Many shops, unfortunately, do not research current repair procedures from the vehicle’s original 
manufacturer. At the same time, they may not have the proper tools to complete your repair. As a 
result your vehicle repair—which should restore its safety, performance, appearance and value to the 
very best of a good technician’s abilities—instead is sacrificed due to a mutual working arrangement 
between the repairer and the insurer.

So, once again, who should you trust? How do you know who to go with? Just as in the medical 
example, when selecting an auto repair shop, you should do your due diligence. Should the need arise, 
find a body shop that has no partnerships with the insurance companies. You should research the shop 
and the quality of the shop’s service and repair. Read online reviews about other people’s experiences. 
Interview your selected repairer and ask if the shop adheres to current manufacturers’ procedures—
each and every time. All of this information is available either online or through a single phone call 
to the shop itself. You can even ask to take a tour of the shop. Once you make that all-important 
decision, only then should you ask for an estimate of repair.

Whether looking for the right doctor or the right body shop, doesn’t it make sense to go with the 
best? Isn’t it reasonable to want to bring your situation to the ones who are going to do the job right—
the first me?

Our advice is simple: Take your car to a repairer of your choice; put your trust in the people who 
care about you and who are committed to you and your family’s safety and economic well-being by 
fixing your car correctly; leave the payment to the people who are responsible for paying for it.

Remember: Cheaper is Never Better and Better is Never Cheaper!
Want to know more, My Body Shop welcomes your call or visit!
John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple 

have lived in the area and raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto 
body business since 1985, and Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the 
two, they have been working on cars for more than 75 years.
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StockBIZ: Business News in and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
After living in a suburban community that could never really own up to a quaint downtown, this columnist considers herself quite lucky to reside about 

a half mile from the small downtown of Gregory and only about 5 miles from the more stately downtown of Stockbridge.
To a newbie, it’s very pleasant to look around at the dignified buildings that comprise downtown Stockbridge and hear from people about who the 

original tenants were in those buildings at the turn of the 20th century—or even midway through that 
century. As the StockBIZ columnist, it’s also enjoyable to meet today’s business owners and talk to them 
about why they’ve chosen to do business in Stockbridge.

Occasionally, the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority (SDDA) comes up in conversation. 
Sometimes the comments are positive, occasionally they are negative, but most often, there are questions 

Stockbridge DDA working to make downtown inviting to businesses, 
residents, and customers

Mary Jo David Stockbridge Downtown Development 
Authority (SDDA) 
Board of Directors

CHAIR: Daryl Anderson 
VICE CHAIR: Geri Uihlein 

SECRETARY: Naomi Carson
TREASURER: Rebecca Dunne

DIRECTORS:
Ed Wetherell

Mandy Yeomans Urquhart Judi Cook
John Fillmore

Molly Howlett (Village President)

like these: What is the SDDA? How is the SDDA funded? What is the SDDA doing with those funds?
This week, two DDA board members—Daryl Anderson and Geri Uihlein—made themselves available to answer some of these 

questions. Anderson has been affiliated with the SDDA on and off for many years since moving to Stockbridge in 1984. Recently he was 
elected Chair of the SDDA Board, following longtime Chair CG Lantis.

Uihlein, a resident of the Village for almost 15 years, is an area Realtor® and was recently elected as the SDDA vice chair. All who 
serve on the Board are unpaid volunteers, and the SDDA is fortunate to have all nine positions on the SDDA Board filled for the upcoming 
year. 

“I am extremely excited to be a part of this team,” voiced Uihlein, who recently stepped down from her board position with the 
Chamber of Commerce so she could focus more attention on the SDDA. “Without the DDA, the net effect to the community would be 
fewer resources because the DDA brings in revenue that might not otherwise flow into the Village. SDDA projects have the potential to 
help Stockbridge businesses—and the community—well into the future.”

DDA board convenes under new leadership Dec. 18. L-R: Judi 
Cook, Ed Wetherell, Jon Fillmore, Geri Uihlein (Vice Chair), Mandy 
Urquhart, Rebecca Dunne (Treasurer), Daryl Anderson (Chair), 
Naomi Carson (Secretary). Not pictured: Molly Howlett (Village 
President). Photo credit Patrice Johnson

So what is a DDA? Organizations like the Michigan Municipal League and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation consider a DDA to be “a catalyst in the development 
of a community’s downtown district.” Typically DDAs use a variety of funding options, including millage and tax increment financing, for public improvements in an area’s downtown 
district.

The Stockbridge DDA was officially established by the Village of Stockbridge in November 1986 to focus on a very specific section of the Village (see map)—referred to legally as a 

The mannequins’ nudity, and the whiff of sexuality they visited upon that unkempt front lawn, amid the out-of-season hammock and 
furniture in various stages of tipover and disrepair, got people’s attention. As colorful, glittering Christmas lights and displays appeared on 
eaves and in front yards and the townsfolk sang “O Christmas Tree,” the mannequins sang “Superfreak,” and carried on with their suspiciously 
foreign ways.

Headless, armless, legless torsos littered the ground. Gleaming white buttocks mooned the busiest street in town. An unholy pile of naked 
bodies, waist-down-only and not anatomically correct, crowded a corner near a front fence that carried a sign declaring “no trespassing” to 
traffic passing by. From time to time, as the mood hit them, they’d shift their poses.

What was this? Was it art? (Even as townspeople took to social media to discuss the display, bananas duct-taped to a wall famously sold for 
over $100,000 apiece at a Miami art exhibition.) Just what was the intent? Was it blight? Is intentional blight worse than careless, accidental 
blight? The discussion that developed online failed to fully illuminate, though there were many comments in favor of the display, and some 
applauded the way it seemed to raise a big, public middle finger to the sensibilities of the village. A suggestion that maybe the mannequins 
could be clothed when wind chill dipped to single digits seemed especially well intentioned. 

As it turned out, even without the nudity or the weird, provocative poses, or the unfortunate juxtaposition of the arriviste mannequins with 
the heavy emotional freight of Christmas displays, the spectacle might well have cast a disturbing spell of loathing and revulsion among a fair 
number of observers. This is due to a curious hypothesized relationship called “the uncanny valley.”

Wikipedia cites articles in Cognition, Robotics and Automation, AI & Society and other journals in spelling out the “uncanny valley” 
concept, which suggests that an entity appearing almost human risks eliciting cold, eerie feelings of repugnance in observers. The idea is 
attributed to robotics professor Masahiro Mori, who wrote about it almost 50 years ago. But it’s hardly gathering dust in academia, as the creep 
factor of not-quite-right humanoids throws up challenges in robotics, 3D computer animation, virtual and augmented reality and other red-hot 
fields.

Mannequins page 1

The mannequins were not just headless, 
but were often missing many other 
body parts and clothes, as well. It seems 
mannequins come into the world as we do, 
in the altogether, but here they lacked the 
decency to cover up. Photo credit Patrice 
Johnson

And now, behold! Here, blind chance has provided the creeped out among us our own in vivo laboratory where we can put “uncanny valley” through its paces. Perhaps instead of 
trying to put our finger on just exactly what it is that bugs us about these inanimate plastic objects, we should simply embrace them in the name of cognitive science. In other words, we 
may not know horsefeathers about augmented reality or 3D computer animation, but we know what we don’t like.

Tax Instrument Financial District (TIFD). During the most recent 2019-2020 fiscal year, funding of $158,000 for the 
SDDA TIFD came from various Township, Village and Ingham County tax revenues. Of the $68,000 of that amount 
that came from Village taxes, a revenue-sharing agreement ensured that $45,000 was reimbursed to the Village in the 
form of maintenance projects like sidewalk and parking lot maintenance (including resealing/striping), snow plowing, 
light-fixture and light-pole maintenance, and maintaining park restrooms, the park gazebo, play equipment, and more.

The remaining $113,000, along with other SDDA savings, was used to fund a number of new projects this year, 
including the paving at Memorial Park, building-façade improvements, community promotion, and sponsorships, to 
name a few. Additionally, SDDA donations help support quite a few Stockbridge social functions, like the All Clubs 
Ride and All Clubs Day, A Day in the Village, Harvest Festival, the Open Air Market, and Festival of Lights. The 
SDDA is also proud of its contributions to seasonal decorations, village planters, park benches, and more.

“The focus of a DDA is to foster economic development and revitalization within a downtown area,” explains 
Anderson. “That also includes promoting projects that make the area more attractive to families and those who might 
consider moving their business to Stockbridge. Our goal is to make the Village of Stockbridge inviting and attractive 
to businesses, residents and customers.”

The Board does not take lightly the responsibility of overseeing DDA income and expenditures. “Our SDDA plans 
require Village approval, and to maintain our status as a DDA within the State of Michigan, we must submit to an 
annual audit of our financials,” explains Anderson.

See StockBIZ on page 18.
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Dec. 16 2019
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 

Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
December 16, 2019 at 7:28pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer 
Kris Lauckner Trustee Ed Wetherell 
Trustee Terry Sommer Member absent 
from meeting: None
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Elisabeth 

Johnson, Annabelle Wilburn, Jonathon 
Dekarske
Moment of Silence 
Sommer motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board meeting 
agenda as printed Wetherell second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
Wetherell motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board Meeting 
Minutes as printed from November 
18,2019 Sommer Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept the 

Stockbridge Township Board Financial 

Report as printed from April 1, 2019 thru 
December 16, 2019 Lauckner Second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
Old Business 
Renovation update things are going as 

planned on schedule. 
Lantis is doing some revisions of the 

Stockbridge Township lease to the 
SAGHS of the current Stockbridge 
Township Offices
New Business 
Lauckner motion to allow the 

decorating committee of the New 
Stockbridge Township offices to exam 
the desk at Eaton Federal and if they will 
work to spend the $1,000.00 to purchase 
the 7 desk. Wetherell Second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to pay the Stockbridge 

Township bills in the amount of $ 
78,917.69 Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Lantis motion to adjourn the 

Stockbridge Township Regular Board 
Meeting at 8:17PM on December 16, 
2019 Muraf Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE Council Meeting Dec. 2, 2019 – Synopsis
Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm. Roll Call: PRESENT: President Molly 

Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, Trustee Kim 
Morehouse, Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Heath Corey, ABSENT:None Others Present: Debbie Nogle, 
Village Clerk, John Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens were also present; Pledge of Allegiance ;President 
Howlett led the pledge of allegiance. Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, 
APPROVED; the December 2, 2019 agenda as amended to add Planning Commission under New Business. 
Motion carried with unanimous ayes; Approval of Minutes MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins to 
approve the minutes of November 4, 2019 as presented by Clerk Nogle.Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
Public Comment – Ron Hodder thanked the DPW for their support of the Festival of Lights.Naomi thanked 
the council for coming into Good Manna and supporting her business. Thought the Festival of Lights was nice; 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Uihlein SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; the 
accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle.AYES: Uihlein, Cattell, Corey, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett 
NAYS: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED President Report President Howlett updated the council 
on ongoing projects.Police Report – Council reviewed the report by Chief Torres.NEW BUSINESS Planning 
Commission – Kevin Carson Carson discussed the Planning Commission is in the process of updating the Master 
Plan and requested input from Council Members and other different organizations.Purchase of DPW Truck 
MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, APPROVED; to purchase a DPW Truck up to $30,000; 
Funds to be derived from: Capital Outlay of GL Numbers 202-464-970.001, 203-464-970.001, 101-269-970.001 
AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Corey, Mullins, Morehouse Howlett NAYES: Uihlein ABSENT: None MOTION 
PASSED Salt Storage Building MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to purchase a 
Salt Storage Building in the amount of $6,676.90, Funds to derived from Local and Major Streets; 202-478-
970.002, 203-478-970.002. AYES: Uihlein, Corey, Cattell, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett NAYES: Quintanilla 
ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED; Village Meeting Dates MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APPROVED; 2020 Village Council and SDDA Meeting Dates as amended to change the September 7, 2020 
meeting to September 14, 2020, due to Labor Day.Motion carried unanimously SDDA Appointments – Rebecca 
Dunne President Howlett requested that the Council Appoint Rebecca Dunne to the Stockbridge Downtown 
Development Authority Board. YES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Cattell, Corey, Howlett NAYES: 
None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED MOTION by Uihlein, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; 
the December 2, 2019 agenda to add Appoints of Amanda Urquhart and Ed Wetherall.Motion carried with 
unanimous ayes.Public Comment Geri Uihlein thanked the Village for supporting the Festival of Lights event. 
Uihlein was concerned as to why the other DDA applications were not considered for appointment on the 
SDDA.SDDA Appointments – Amanda Urquhart President Howlett requested that the Council Appoint Amanda 
Urquhart to the Stockbridge Downtown Development Authority Board. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, 
Quintanilla, Cattell, Corey, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSEDSDDA Appointments – 
Ed Wetherall President Howlett requested that the Council Appoint Ed Wetherall to the Stockbridge Downtown 
Development Authority Board. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Quintanilla, Cattell, Corey, Howlett 
NAYES: None ABSENT: None MOTION PASSED Council Comments:Uihlein and Quintanilla would like 
to see completed packets with information to help with decision making in council meetings. Morehouse 
is disappointed that the village does not have a compost location.ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Uihlein 
SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 9:02pm. 

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from Nov. 8 to Dec. 8 2019

Friday, 11/8 – Intimidation Threats Harassment-Kaiser Rd., Assist another Agency-Dexter St./E 
Main St., Property Damage Accident-Unadilla Rd., Assist EMS-Spears Rd.
Monday, 11/11 – Property Damage Accident-Kathryn Ct., Malicious Destruction of Property-
Roepke Rd./Doyle, Hazard-M-36/Livermore Rd., Fraud-Unadilla Rd., Assist EMS-Walnut Ln./
Bowdish
Tuesday, 11/12 – Tree Hazard-Main St., Fraud-Unadilla Rd./Doyle Rd., Larceny-Gregory Rd., 
Trespassing, Loitering-Dexter Trl. /M-36
Wednesday, 11/13 – Fraud-Spears Rd./Pingree Rd., Welfare Check-M-106/ M-36
Thursday, 11/14 – Property Damage Accident-M-36/Arnold Rd., Assist EMS-Doyle Rd., Property 
Damage Accident-M-36/Arnold Rd.
Friday, 11/15 – Fraud-Pleasant Dr., Welfare Check-E. Trebesh Cir., Alarm-Van Syckle Rd., Animal 
Complaint-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Animal Complaint-Worden Rd./Doyle Rd., Shots Fired-Worden 
Rd./Doyle Rd.
Saturday, 11/16 – Domestic Physical in Progress-Park Dr./Kaiser Rd., Civil complaint-Main St., 
Citizen Assist-Webb St., Suspicious Situation-Kaiser Rd./Bruin Lake
Sunday, 11/17 – Domestic Verbal-Spears Rd., 911 Hang Up-Hadley Rd., Assist EMS-E. M-36, 
Property Damage Accident-M-36/Livermore Rd.
Monday, 11/18 – Hazard-M-36/Gregory Rd., Public Service-Holmes Rd., Assist other Agency-Van 
Syckle Rd., Animal Complaint-Spears Rd., Suspicious Person-Kaiser Rd.
Tuesday, 11/19 – Assist EMS-Gregory Ct./Wasson Rd.
Wednesday, 11/20 – Lost/Found Property-M-36, Animal Complaint-Hadley Rd./Unadilla Rd.
Thursday, 11/21 – Welfare check-Gregory Ct., Assist another Agency-Lee St./Barbara St., Suspicious 
Vehicle-Bullis Rd.
Friday, 11/22 – Disturbance/Trouble-Main St.
Sunday, 11/24 – Animal Complaint-Kaiser Rd., Lost/Found Property-Main St./W. Lakelands Trl., 
Mental Disorder/Psych-Undisclosed Location
Monday 11/25 – Larceny-Holmes Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday, 11/26 – Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd.
Thursday, 11/28 – Domestic Verbal-M-36
Friday, 11/29 – Suspicious Situation-Undisclosed location, Assist EMS-Spears Rd.
Saturday, 11/30 – Lockout-M-36
Sunday, 12/1 – Lost/Found Property-Webb St.
Monday 12/2 – Suspicious Person-Kaiser Rd., Citizen Assist-Kaiser Rd.
Tuesday, 12/3 – Fraud-Joslin Lake Rd., Motorist Assist-M-36
Wednesday, 12/4 – Assist EMS-M-36, Property Damage Accident-M-36/Livermore Rd
Thursday, 12/5 – Hit and Run Accident-Williamsville Rd., Breathing Problem-Williamsville Rd./
Roepke Rd., Structure Fire-Bridgets Way
Friday, 12/6 – Hazard-Gregory Rd./Berkshire Dr., Assist Fire Department-Arnold Rd./M-36
Sunday, 12/8 – Medical Alarm-Pleasant Dr./Kaiser Rd., Suicidal Subject-Undisclosed Location, 
Assist EMS-Pleasant Rd./Kaiser Rd.

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 
26 Nov. 2019 7 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road 

Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, Morency, 

McAlister. Also present were 3 residents 
including Zoning Enforcement officer, John 
Beck. 
Public Comment: None.
Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support 

from McAlister to approve the consent agenda as 
presented. Aye/all; no/none. Motion carried. 
Correspondence: John Beck spoke of the 

possible growing of hemp which is covered by 
the Right to Farm Act. There was discussion 
of this being a productive crop. He also spoke 
of cleanup in the Township which is being 
addressed. 
Old Business: 
• Walz stated that the November Parks and Rec 

meeting was cancelled. There was nothing new 
to report at this time.
New Business: 
• Morency stated that the Planning Commission 

held a public hearing at 7:00 on November 19th 
to receive public comment on a Zoning Permit 
Application for a special land use for a group 
home daycare facility located at 7508 Andrys 
Drive, Grass Lake, MI 49240. The Planning 
Commission approved the special land use for 
the group home daycare with conditions. They 
also discussed the truck traffic still occurring in 
the township. 
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister 

to approve the Special Land Use application 
for Greenshield’s Child Care Group Home on 
Parcel #000-05-32-400-001-14 with conditions 
as presented and waiving 2 of the conditions as 
written with regard to the fencing.
• Lance motioned with support from McAlister 

to adopt Resolution 19-11-26-01 for Designating 

Dangerous Buildings Enforcement Officials. Roll 
call vote: Yes: McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance, 
Morency. No/none. Motion carried.
• There was discussion of a millage for 

contracting with Jackson County Sheriff for 
police coverage. Cost will be investigated for 
amount of coverage. They do have limits as far 
as shifts required and number of hours. A survey 
may be sent out with the next tax bills in July 
2020 to see if people are interested in having 
police again.
Other Business That Comes Before the Board: 

Walz gave a synopsis of the MTA workshop 
she attended on Strategic Planning. She felt the 
information was very informative and was maybe 
something we should look into as far as putting a 
committee in place to work on this planning for 
the future of our township. We need to develop a 
solid plan that aligns the township’s resources and 
creates favorable outcomes. Beals spoke of the 
MTA Planning Commission workshop, Defining 
Your Township’s Land Use Future that he and 
Bill Steere attended. He felt some of it was geared 
toward larger townships but that there was a great 
deal of useful information exchanged with other 
attendees at the conference.
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to adjourn at 8:29 p.m. Aye/all; no/
none. Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting will 

be on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 7:00. The 
next regular Board meeting will be on Thursday, 
December 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. Date was 
changed due to Christmas Eve Day falling on 
the normal 4th Tuesday date. Minutes will be 
published in the Stockbridge Community News 
at the end of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook page at: 
waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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Apartment page 1
Ulanowicz, a Vietnam War-era veteran now fights back against the fear 

of homelessness for speaking out. He can’t help but think about the homeless 
veteran who made his way throughout the community a couple of winters ago, 
and he wonders what ever became of him. 

Hesitant at first to go on record for fear of landlord retaliation, Ulanowicz 
says, “If I lose my place, I wouldn’t have no place to go. I’d pack up what my 
truck would hold, and head south somewhere, where I can at least be warm.”

Other residents share their experience, some on record, but with more 
willing to talk off record about recent issues. For example, the heat was off 
from Wednesday, Nov. 27, and a note at the office located in the Clinton West 
complex stated there would not be anyone in the office over the Thanksgiving 
holiday. A couple of residents did make contact with management, and electric 
heaters were distributed to those in need, like Marty Patrick.

“He had a heater, but he couldn’t use it like others,” said a frustrated Jessica 
Miller, Patrick’s caregiver and an employee with Aiding Hearts Home Health 
Care out of Howell. 

“He can’t get up and down once in bed, and it would be unsafe to leave it on 
all night. No one should deal with this. I had to come in and heat water simply 
to perform my daily duties and meet his care needs. Then he didn’t even have 
water for 3 days after that and water had to be brought in for his needs,” Miller 
added.

Some of those who were able to contact management shared they were told 
nothing could be done until the following Monday; their heat was not actually 
restored until the following Tuesday, Dec. 3. 

Remaining signs of flooding issues in 
the laundry room – advertised as 
“top amenity package like laundry 
service” online. Photo credit 
Tina Cole-Mullins

“It was the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. As I was getting ready for bed, 
I noticed we had no hot water,” said Heather Rowland, who tried countless times 
to contact the maintenance guy and management.

“I don’t see how anyone got through. What are we supposed to do, in an 
emergency when all calls go unanswered or the voicemail is full?” Rowland’s 
daughters told her, “Contact the news!”

“We went almost a week without heat, then get it back, and within a couple 
days we are without water,” Frank Ulanowicz went on to share later in our 
interview.

 On the morning of Saturday, Dec. 7, Marty Patrick woke at 4 a.m. to 
a leak in his ceiling. “My dining room leak ruined my light. I could not even get 
a hold of the maintenance guy.” Most everyone mentioned that, outside of office 
hours, there is no onsite maintenance guy, and the current one lives in Haslett.

“It took calls from 4 a.m. until he called me back at 7 a.m. and got here at 
8:30 to turn it off, and it was off until Monday. My aide had to bring in water 
and heat it up to help me.”

Several residents seem to believe both the heat and leak issues are a result of 
the boiler system, hot water, and water pipes. 

Heather Rowland took me around her apartment showing me leaks in most 
of the rooms. “Watch this!” She flushes her toilet, turns on her bath faucet, then 
backs off because, instantly, I witness as well as hear a heavy drip in the ceiling 
above the bath.

Vivian Risner of Lakewood apartments, B complex, shared, “I know the 
building across the parking lot had no water for over a week and their heat 
hasn’t been working. It seems like we take turns with the heat quitting. This past 
January, our building heat was off about a week. When my bathroom flooded, 
they didn’t care. I had to get people to help me.” She went on to share a long list 
of reported issues, including a doctor’s order for handicap modifications to the 
bathroom that has been unfilled for over a year now.

Leak damage in Heather
Rowland’s apartment, where the 
leaks can be heard with the walls. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

This writer contacted PK Housing & Management Companies. An un-named receptionist stated, “We have resolved 
the issue with the heat and determined that the apartments were not without water, but low water pressure—a village issue. 
We are working with the village on their side of the issue.”

I pushed on, asking how exactly that was the case. When I asked for her name, I was transferred and spoke in great 
length with Rob Sands. “We ensure the safety and comfort of our residents/clients. I don’t like calling them that as this is 
their home!”

I asked him to explain how the village is at fault with the issues being addressed. “Yesterday I met with Debbie 
Nogle and Molly Howlett on this matter of the water issues, pressure, and lines from the village affecting the apartment 
complex.”

Sands goes on to claim, “Some of these concerns could have been resolved had the village not denied a 504 Rural 
Housing Grant in 2016. I would also like to say we passed our government inspections six months ago through Rural 
Development Housing and we will be adding new flooring throughout in the coming months.” 

Sands and I engaged in an open and informative interview in which he has offered to meet with me after the holidays 
to continue an open dialog with the residents on matters they can address and the steps and process to follow on matters 
outside their control.

As for residents who are hesitant to come forward at this time, and for those in fear of retaliation, many may not 
know: In almost every state landlord retaliation is against the law. And it is important to know your tenant rights against 
predatory landlords and management companies. Note that your landlord may not retaliate against you by raising the rent 
or evict you simply because you requested repairs or complained about code violations. 

More information on your rights can be found at findlaw.com/michigan-law/michigan-tenants-rights-law
This is an ongoing issue and developing story. This writer will continue to follow up and investigate.

The 2020 Stockbridge DDA 
meeting schedule includes monthly 
meetings on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 5:45 p.m. (Meetings in 
November and December are TBD 
due to holidays those months.) To 
confirm a meeting date/time before 
attending, contact the Village office at 
517-851-7435. Meetings are held at 
305 W. Elizabeth St., Room 112.

Effective Jan. 1, 2019, Michigan 
law instituted some new DDA/TIF 
Reporting and Public Informational 
Meeting Requirements. As a result, 
the Stockbridge DDA is in the process 
of rolling out a new website (https://
www.stockbridgedda.org/) for posting 
meeting dates, meeting minutes, 
project information, and financials. 
Some of this information is already 
available on the site even though it is 

StockBIZ page 16

The SDDA boundaries of the Village 
of Stockbridge TIFD are shown in 
yellow. Photo provided by DDA

still under construction.
On Dec. 18, 2019, the SDDA Board conducted a workshop to discuss plans 

for the upcoming year. Stay tuned as details from that workshop take shape in 
the new year.

Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory 
in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, 
including the Stockbridge Community News.

Re:Solution Food Access

Stockbridge Fresh Food Initiative. Photo credit 
Karen Smith

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

Is there a re:Solution 
in the new year 
for the community 
for more access to 
food? Maybe not an 
immediately foreseeable 
one. However, Geri 
Uihlein, a director 
on the Stockbridge 
DDA, is taking a 

proactive approach—she is all ears and meeting with people from other 
communities who have no grocery store to see how they are coping. 
Uihlein met with the Manchester Chamber of Commerce to see what 
approaches were being tried. A grassroots effort is underway there with a 
newly incorporated 501c3 group called Acorn Farmers’ Market and Café 
and it hopes to open its doors in April 2020. It will be a neighborhood 
store selling locally-sourced meat, dairy, produce, baked goods, freshly 
prepared ready-to-eat foods, and healthy beverages. And yes, coffee, too! 
All priced by the producers/farmers directly for Manchester customers. 
Their mission is to model a rural, community-driven market that 
provides access to fresh food and supports the economic viability of area 
farmers by promoting education, collaboration, and entrepreneurship. 
(From their website, http://www.acornfarmersmarketcafe.org/)

 Here in Stockbridge, Pastor Deb Smith is heading up a newly-
energized “Eat Better” Committee of the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition. This group is also researching ideas and options that could 
help bring more food options to the area, including offering more winter 
farmer’s markets. Suzi Greenway, a member of the committee and 
market manager for The Open Air Market of Stockbridge, is working 
with the Presbyterian Church to double the number of their winter 
markets to give area residents one more option in procuring fresh 
produce and other locally prepared foods. In addition to their already 
planned markets on the second Saturdays from January through April 
(April’s is the first Saturday), OAM is looking into offering items for 
sale during the 4th Friday Free Community Dinners offered at the 
Presbyterian Church. These new “Winter Pantry Markets” will take 
place Jan. 24, Feb.28, March 27 and April 24, 5:30 to 7 p.m., at the 
Presbyterian Church. 

The Eat Better committee welcomes those interested in this issue 
to come to their next meeting on Jan. 16 at 4 p.m. in room 108 of the 
Stockbridge Activity Center.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Lady Panthers open season 
with 3-2 record

Chelsey Asquith drives to the basket against Webberville. Photo 
credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
If the opening quarter 

of the Stockbridge 
girls’ basketball team 
season opener against 
Webberville is a sign of 
things to come, then the 
Panthers 2019/20 season 
will be a great one.

The Panthers scored 
the first 24 points of the 
game and jumped out 
to a commanding 29-2 
lead after one quarter and 
never looked back against 
the Spartans as they 
cruised to a 66-10 win 
Dec. 3.

The defense was 
swarming, intercepting 
numerous passes that led 
to easy fast break baskets 
in the quarter.

The Panthers have just seven players 
on their roster and all seven found the 
scorebook and saw lots of playing time on 
the blowout win.

Gwen Rogozinski led the Panthers 
with 14 points, including seven in the first 
quarter.

Mazuca and Grace Hall finished with 
12 points each as the Panthers had three 
players score in double figures.

Chelsey Asquith and Kaylee Dalton 
scored nine points each, Brooklyn Rochow 
eight and Rylee Tolson two.

Stockbridge 62 Ida 59

Gwen Rogozinski tries to get by a Webberville 
defender. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Gwen Rogozinski had a monster game scoring 35 points to lead the Panthers Dec. 10.
Rogozinski was on fire from the start, hitting three triples in the first and finishing with 

13 points in the quarter. She would add four more in the second as Ida led 33-29 at the 
break.

Ida led for most of the game until the final two minutes, but they just didn’t have an 
answer to stop Rogozinski. She scored seven points in the fourth and Kaylee Dalton hit 
two big three’s in the final period as the Panthers came from behind for the win.

Dalton finished with 14 points, including four triples.
Madison Mazuca chipped in with seven points, while Brooklyn Rochow, Rylee Tolson, 

and Chelsey Asquith scored two points each.
Chelsea 55 Stockbridge 44
The Panthers dropped a hard fought decision to a strong Chelsea team Dec. 13. 
See Basketball on page 21.

Wrestlers off to busy start

Kael Bunce gets the pin against Grass Lake. Photo credit Keith 
Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge 

wrestling team opened its 
season with a 12th-place 
finish out of 17 schools at 
the Blissfield Invitational 
Dec. 14.

The Panthers finished 
with 36 points in the meet 
won by Napoleon with 
197.5.

Kael Bunce led the 
Panthers with a second-
place finish by going 3-1 

at 152 pounds.
Jaidehn Conant (152), Daimen Compton (160), Matt Killinger (171), and Kevin 

Killinger (189) each went 1-2 on the day for the Panthers.
Grass Lake/Laingsburg Tri-Meet
Stockbridge dropped a pair of dual meets at a home tri-meet Dec. 12.
The Panthers fell to Laingsburg 48-30 and Grass Lake 54-24.
Kevin Killinger picked up a pair of wins at 189/215 to lead the Panthers. Also picking 

Kevin Killinger moves toward a pin. Photo credit 
Keith Michaels

up wins for Stockbridge were 
Caden James at 145, Compton at 
160, Matthew Killinger at 189, and 
Bunce at 160.

Dansville Quad
The Panthers split a pair of 

matches at Dansville falling to the 
Aggies 66-11 and beating Lakeside 
Academy 42-18.

Kael Bunce earned a pair of 
wins to lead Stockbridge.

Daimen Compton, Ethan Luke, 
Caden James, Matthew Killinger, 
and Kevin Killinger all picked up 
single wins for the Panthers.

Home GLAC Quad
The Panthers split a pair of GLAC matches at home Dec. 18, beating Maple Valley 30-

28 and falling to state power Lakewood 72-6.
Kael Bunce picked up two wins and Caden James one for the Panthers.
Maple Valley Invite
The Panthers finished 9th at the 11 team Jesse Snow Memorial Tournament in Maple 

Valley Dec. 21.
Stockbridge finished with 71 points won by Lakeview with 146.
Kael Bunce won the 152-pound Division with a 3-0 record on the day.
Kevin Killinger was second at 189 with a 2-1 record, while Matthew Killinger was 3rd 

at 171 and went 3-1 on the day. Ethan Luke finished 4th at 125 and went 2-2. Caden James 
went 3-2 at 1540, but did not place for the Panthers.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS

Basketball page 20
The Bulldogs reached the state quarterfinals last season and look on their way to another good season.
Chelsea jumped out to an early 18-9 lead after one quarter and forced the Panthers to play catch up all night.
Stockbridge outscored the Bulldogs 10-6 in the second to cut the lead to 24-19 at the half.
The Bulldogs slowly pulled away in the third, outscoring the Panthers 15-10 to build its lead to 39-29 after three.
Dalton hit three triples in the fourth quarter for Stockbridge, but it wasn’t enough as Chelsea held on for the win.
The Panthers were led by Dalton with 15 points and Rogozinski 13. Mazuca finished with six points, Asquith five, Rochow three, and Tolson two.
Eaton Rapids 51 Stockbridge 48
The Panthers dropped a heartbreaking 51-48 decision to Eaton Rapids Dec. 17.
The game was tied with under a minute to go when Eaton Rapids got a steal and basket to take the lead and picked up the win.
Rogozinski led the Panthers with 14 points while Dalton added 13. Hall and Mazuca scored seven each, Asquith six, and Rochow one.
Stockbridge 57 Maple Valley 27
The Stockbridge girls’ basketball team opened GLAC play by rolling to a 57-27 win over Maple Valley Dec. 20.
Six of the eight Panthers scored in the first quarter as Stockbridge took an early lead.
They blew the game wide open with a huge 28-point third quarter and cruised to the win.
Gwen Rogozinski finished with 22 points to lead Stockbridge.
Kaylee Dalton scored 12 and Grace Hall added 10. Madison Mazuca chipped in with five points, while Rylee Tolson, Chelsey Asquith, Brooklyn Rochow, and Makayla Surline each 

scored two.

Panthers split first four games

Ty Ayers works against three Chelsea 
defenders. Photo credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge boys’ basketball team opened its season with a strong win over Webberville Dec. 10, defeating the Spartans 73-64.
The Panthers have high hopes for this season and will be looking to compete for the top spot in the GLAC.
Behind Chris Hall’s eight points, the Panthers got off to a quick start by taking a 19-10 lead after one quarter.
The lead grew to double digits in the second with Adam Twining and Jeremy Pilch scoring five points each in the second and the 

Panthers led 37-21 at the break.
Webberville began to chip away at the lead, outscoring Stockbridge 18-14 to make it 51-39 after three.
Stockbridge was sent to the foul line 19 times in the fourth quarter as the Spartans tried to rally, but the Panthers hit 12 of the free 

throws to put away the opening night win.
Hall led the Panthers with 18 points and five rebounds.
Pilch finished with 16 points and a team high eight boards, while Ty Ayers was 7 for 7 from the field and finished with 15 points. Noah 

Robidou chipped in with eight points and Twining seven. John Morris added four points, Josh Lewis three, and Lucas Gauss two.
The Panthers hit 27 of 38 free throws as a team.
Chelsea 64 Stockbridge 48
The Panthers could not overcome an early deficit as the Panthers fell to Chelsea 64-48 Dece. 13.
The Bulldogs outscored the Panthers 15-7 in the first quarter and forced the Panthers to play catch-up all evening.
Stockbridge outscored Chelsea 20-18 in the second to cut the lead to 33-27 at the half.  Noah Robidou hit a pair of three pointers in the 

second to help spark the Panther offense.
The Panther offense struggled in the third as Chelsea pulled away with a 16-7 run to build its lead to 49-34 after three.
Chris Hall scored seven point in the fourth as the Panthers tried to rally, but it wasn’t enough as the Bulldogs held on for the win.
Robidou finished with a team high 11 points, while Hall and Ty Ayers finished with nine points each. Brandon Nelson and John Morris 

scored five points each, while Jeremy Pilch added four, Adam Twining and Lucas Gauss two each, and Josh Lewis one.
Eaton Rapids 59 Stockbridge 58

The Panthers dropped a tough 59-58 decision to Eaton Rapids Dec. 17.
Stockbridge rallied from a 17-3 first quarter deficit but came up just short in the end.
Nelson nailed five triples to lead the Panthers with 15 points.
Hall finished with 14 and Morris 13. Pilch added seven points, Robidou five, and Ayers four.
Stockbridge 64 Maple Valley 48
The 2019/20 GLAC season started on the right foot for the Stockbridge boys’ basketball team as the Panthers downed Maple Valley 64-48 Dec. 20.
The Panthers jumped out to a 16-7 lead after one with a balanced scoring attack as six players scored in the period.
The lead stayed at nine at the break 32-23 with Chris Hall scoring eight in the second.
Ty Ayers scored seven points in the third as the Panther lead grew to 49-36.
The Panthers put the game away in the fourth by scoring 17 points and sealing the win.
Hall and Ayers finished with 18 points each to lead the Panthers. Jeremy Pilch added 10 points and Noah Robidou seven. John Morris and Josh Lewis scored four each and Brandon 

Nelson three.
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Christmas on the Farm

Arlene Kaiser in charge of the farmhouse 
guided tours. Photo credit Joan Tucker

by Joan Tucker
Waterloo Area Historical Society 

hosted this year’s 47th Christmas on 
the Farm on Dec. 7 and 8. With the 
help of experienced board members 
and about 100 dedicated volunteers, it 
was very successful. The preparation 
and decorating began weeks ahead. 
The volunteers worked this two-
day event and also made beautiful 
and festive Christmas wreaths and 
centerpieces the previous Saturday. 

Handmade Christmas wreaths and 
centerpieces were a traditional big hit. 
People lined in front of the Grainery 

even before the sale started. Many 
repeat customers purchased these 
colorful wreaths, which almost sold 
out the first day. Christmas baked 
goods were another festive fundraiser. 
A variety of beautiful baskets and 
a Cardinal Quilt made this year’s 
Christmas on the Farm’s Silent 
Auction the most successful ever.

One of the most positive aspects 
of this year’s event was the fact 
that many new patrons enjoyed the 
museum’s history. People marveled 
at getting up close to the various 
historical displays. Some felt that the 
museum seemed even more special 
than Greenfield Village. Ron Kaiser, 

Chuck Wisman sells Christmas greens. Photo 
credit Joan Tucker

property manager and site developer of the Farm Museum, expressed surprise 
at people’s knowledge of Michigan History as well as German History. 
He had several engaging conversations and considered the new folks that 
attended to be one of the event’s greatest successes. 

Sheep on the run!

Photo from private Facebook group, Stockbridge MI news and area information.

by Amy Haggerty
Here are two recent sightings of two sheep on the run since late August. 

They are living free somewhere between Catholic Church Road and 
Chapman Road. People in the area have nicknamed them Bo and Peep. 
For some reason, no one has claimed them. A farmer in the area checked 
on them and said because they have a lot of wool on them they will be OK 
in the cold weather. Now the concern is what about food if water sources 
freeze and the ground becomes covered with snow? Who owns those 
sheep? This is a mystery!
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The science of optimism and health
by Amy Heydlauff
“Twixt the optimist and pessimist
The difference is droll
The optimist sees the doughnut
But the pessimist sees the hole.”
- McLandburgh Wilson, 1915
It would be logical for those who aren’t optimistic to roll their eyes and 

move on, leaving the rest of this column to those who already see the glass 
as half full. But if everyone reads on, you’ll learn the same eye-opening 
information I did when I read the referenced article.

I’m sharing Harvard Medical School information from an article about 
health.* The following information is researched – not opinion.

First – a look at a research definition of the difference between optimists 
and pessimists based on the optimistic or pessimistic response to good and 
bad news:

The pessimist assumes blame for bad news (“It’s me”), assumes the 
situation is stable (“It will last forever”), and has a global impact (“It 
will affect everything I do”). The optimist, on the other hand, does not 
assume blame for negative events. Instead, he tends to give himself credit 
for good news, assume good things will last, and be confident that positive 
developments will spill over into many areas of his life. 

In a study in Finland and another in the United States, optimistic men had 
lower blood pressure, in general, or were less likely to develop high blood 
pressure. In the Finish study, pessimists were three times more likely to 

develop hypertension (high blood pressure)!
In a 10-year Harvard study, pessimists were twice as likely to develop heart disease.
Other studies in the U.S. and the Netherlands demonstrate the impact of positive 

thinking.
A newer U.S. study looked at 6,959 students who took a comprehensive personality 

test when they entered the University of North Carolina in the mid-1960s. During the 
next 40 years, 476 of the people died from a variety of causes, with cancer being the most 
common. All in all, pessimism took a substantial toll; the most pessimistic individuals had 
a 42% higher rate of death than the most optimistic.

Two studies in the Netherlands had similar results with one demonstrating a 55% lower 
probability of death for optimists and the second a 45% lower probability.

In 2008 a large study of men and women identified a connection between sunny 
attitudes and lower production of the stress hormone cortisol.

More study is needed and we don’t know if optimism is partly a nature versus nurture 
question (are we born optimistic/pessimistic or do we learn optimism/pessimism – in 
which case can we change the way we look at life?).

Just in case it is more nurture than nature, maybe it’s worth trying to look at the glass 
as half full to see what happens. It seems to me that means finding good things around us; 
looking at them as if we had a hand in creating at least part of the good (have some level 
of control); believing the good stuff can last; and understanding the good in and around us 
means we can consider at least part of our life in a favorable light.

If we practice, and all 50,000 of the people in our 5 healthy towns turn into optimists, it 
seems we’ll increase our life spans and reduce our chronic disease by substantial numbers. 
That would be amazing!

*https://www.health.harvard.edu/heart-health/optimism-and-your-health
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