
SHS students rally to show 
support for cancer patient

Village and Stockbridge Community Schools 
contract to fund Student Resource Officer

Superintendent Karl Heidrich welcomes Officer Kevin Marshall as Village President 
Molly Howlett and Chief of Police Johnnie Torres, Jr. look on. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

 by Chief Johnnie 
Torres Jr.

We can all agree 
how important it is for 
kids to feel safe while 
attending school, and it 
is equally important for 
teachers and other staff 
also to feel safe while 
providing the education 
needed to produce the next 
generation of leaders. With 
that in mind, the Village 
of Stockbridge recently 
voted to allocate 50% of 
the necessary funding for 
a School Resource Officer 
position for the next two 

school years. The remaining 50% funding will come from the Stockbridge Community Schools with $6,000 of their 
portion donated from the Stockbridge Township Board. Officer Kevin Marshall will fulfill the role as SRO.

“Schools work best and students thrive when we continue to develop great relationships with organizations within the 
school district community we serve,” Superintendent Karl Heidrich said. “This effort continues to progess and enhance 
our goals and plans to ensure a safe campus for students.” 

This community has asked for more police presence in the schools for several years, and now it will have it, thanks to 
cooperation between local governments and school officials. As Heidrich said, “The presence of a School Resource Officer 
in our school district came as the result of a group effort and collaboration between the Village, Township and School 
District.”

Marshall has been a steady presence in the schools since becoming employed as a part-time officer by Stockbridge 
Police Department in February of this year. With this new funding, he will become a full-time officer, and his presence 
within the schools will increase. It will also help ensure more continuity in the SRO position, which is crucial to be 
effective and reach established goals and objectives. 

Local leaders and elected officials saw the need and importance of this public safety initiative and took the steps 
necessary to bring it to fruition. Their actions speak volumes about what they believe is crucial: our children’s safety. 

Thanks go to all involved in the decision-making, and in future cooperation for the betterment of our community. 

Sarah Salow-Henderson (left) and Grand Marshall 
Larry Torrey. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Diane 
Rockall

Anyone 
attending 
this year’s 
Homecoming 
events on Friday, 
Sept. 20 no 
doubt noticed an 
abundance of pink 
T-shirts. What was 
going on?

Sarah (Salow) 
Henderson, the 
mother of two 
Stockbridge 
students, is battling 
breast cancer. One 
student had an idea 

to do something for the family. Word spread quickly, and the entire football team 
rallied around it.  

To raise funds for the family and show support, students decided to wear 
pink to the Homecoming game. T-shirts were obtained, and all 300 sold out in 
five minutes on Sept. 18, two days before the big game.

“It was a team idea and effort,” a varsity football player said. “The entire 
team worked to bring out the sales.”

Stockbridge restaurant and cross-state trail event 
share tandem debut

Bicyclists park at Manna’s split-rail fences and 
dine. Then they proceed along the Mike Levine 
Lakelands Trail, connecting Lake Michigan to 
Lake Huron. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Patrice Johnson
More than 50 bicyclists cruised into the area for the 

inaugural Great Lake-to-Lake Bike Ride, Monday, Sept. 16, and 
as they pedaled, they whispered hot news into their headsets: 
“Don’t miss the new pit stop in Stockbridge.”

Trail ride participants veered off the Mike Levine Lakelands 
Trail and parked their bicycles next to split-rail fences. Then 
they dined on Paesano rolls bulging with ham, turkey, or roast 
beef. Manna, a new restaurant whose motto is “Manna, food 
worth walking about” had opened its doors—just in time to 
christen the completion of the cross-state trail and its inaugural 
long-distance bike event.

Stockbridge Village President Molly Howlett and council 
member Heath Corey were on hand to greet passers-by. 
The council had been up to its elbows ensuring the timely 

completion of the village’s paved, handicap accessible, and multiuse section.
See Restaurant on page 5.

Stockbridge Teen Center opens 
for community youth

The Game and Snack Lounge at the Stockbridge Teen 
Center is well stocked with snacks and board game 
donations from Positively Chiropractic and others. 
Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
On Monday, Sept. 9, a 

longtime dream of many 
became a reality as 72 
kids enjoyed the opening 
day of the Stockbridge 
Teen Center. As the kids 
came and went throughout 
the afternoon, laughter, 
socializing and festive 
rivalry over games was 
heard throughout the 
center.

The visible excitement of the volunteers easily matched that of the 
students. Youth directors Samantha Young and Bonnie Davidson,  along 
with volunteers Jodelle Sparks, Jaimi Chambless Hollister, Yvonne 
Hopkins, Michelle Sprout and Mary Hall could be found floating 
between the two adjacent rooms.

“Stockbridge has been in need of something fun and safe for our 
young people for years,” said Young.

“Crossroads Community Church is the group of people that decided 
we wanted to champion this endeavor because we see its importance, 
but we desire for everyone in the community to come together and show 
the next generation how much we value and care about them,” Davidson 
added.

See Center on page 15.
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From spider web to haunted backyard, the Badalls 
keep the scares coming

The Badalls’ Haunted Backyard began as simple decorations around the 
family front porch when Tom and Lori Badall’s own children were small. 
Over the years, the yard grew to include more props and decorations with 
the entire family lending a helping hand. A good friend began donating a 
giant pumpkin to the cause that, with the help of a handy reciprocating 
saw, gains an eerie face nearly big enough to swallow youngsters. One of 
the largest pumpkins weighed a whopping 1,535 pounds. Many a family 
take photos of costumed children posing with the massive gourd. Photo 
courtesy of the Badall family

by Jenny Smith
As the October chill hits the air 

and leaves begin to drift from the 
trees, you may notice an ominous 
scene emerging from the mist on 
West Street in Stockbridge.

Glowing pumpkins guide 
the way up the walk toward an 
endeavor that has become a yearly 
tradition for the Badall family, and 
a favorite stop for the multitude of 
trick-or-treaters who stop by each 
Halloween.

The Badalls’ Haunted Backyard 
began as simple decorations around 
the family front porch when Tom 
and Lori Badall’s own children 
were small.

Tom, an upholsterer, turned a 
box of scrap fabric strips into a 
giant spider web strung between 
two trees and created hand-carved 
tombstones to bring a little extra 

excitement to neighborhood kids.
Over the years, the yard grew to include more props and decorations with the entire family lending a 

helping hand. A good friend began donating a giant pumpkin to the cause that, with the help of a handy 
reciprocating saw, gains an eerie face nearly big enough to swallow youngsters. One of the largest pumpkins 
weighed a whopping 1,535 pounds. Many a family take photos of costumed children posing with the massive 
gourd.

About 10 years ago, the Badalls’ spooky yard took a slightly different turn. Daughter Danielle found a 
seasonal job at the former Boneyard haunted house on Green Road. She enjoyed the job so much that she 
decided to create a free one-night haunted venue in the family’s own backyard. It also drew 
inspiration from another local free haunt.

“It was my idea, due to the fact I worked at the Boneyard,” Danielle Badall wrote. “I 
did it because I heard about the haunted garage, but since theirs was on one side of town, 
I figured it’d be nice to have another attraction on the other side of town, so through 
the permission of the folks, was able to produce a fun evening scare for the kids in 
Stockbridge.”

With the help of friends and family, each year has a cast of spooky actors and different 
props. Past years have included a mad scientist, creepy clowns, feral people, zombies and 
more. Many props are made by the family through their talents with a sewing machine and 
paintbrush.

This year’s theme is “Freak Street,” so if you hear circus music emanating from the 
darkness, you know where it leads. Bring your kids and stop on in for a treat on Lori and 
Tom’s spooky front porch. If you’re in the mood for something a bit more intense, make the 
loop through the gates into the artistic abyss of Badalls’ Haunted Backyard.

Communities of our forefathers
by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
With Pioneer Day at the Waterloo 

Farm and Dewey School Museum 
soon to arrive, we are reminded 
of all the people who decided to 
settle in the Stockbridge, Gregory, 
Plainfield, Waterloo and myriad 
other small communities in this area. 
This area is rich in history around 
every corner. The men and women 
who struggled to build a home in the 
wilderness, to plant a field, to teach 
their children in a small log cabin 
school are the ones whom we must 
look to for our own futures.

See Communities on page 7.

Photo provided by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
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Big John Howard fights the Big C

Back row: Mike Herbart (brother in-law), Big John 
Howard, Warren Townsend (brother in-law)
Middle row: Shirley Bailey (mother), Val Howard 
(wife), Angie Townsend (sister), Sherrie Howard-
Herbart Front row: Angie Howard (sister in-law), and 
Michael Howard (brother). Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

by Tina Cole-Mullins
After 24 years of working at 

Ford Motor Company, John Howard 
was told he would never work again 
or return to his job. The battle had 
begun, not only a physical battle but 
of mind and spirit, and a mounting 
financial one with no end in sight. 

“While the news was devastating, 
in this family we believe in prayer,” 
Sherrie Howard-Harbart, John 
Howard’s sister said, “and we sought 
help from this community where my 
family has resided and contributed 
for more than 70 years.” She 
added, “The community did NOT 
disappoint.” 

On Sept. 7, the Mackinder-Glenn 
American Legion Hall in Stockbridge 
filled with family and friends from 
far and near. Community members 

came to support Big John Howard in his fight against stage-4 appendicular cancer. 
A southern-style, traditional family dinner was spread out. Loved ones offered live 

bluegrass and southern gospel music throughout the day. A cornhole tournament, silent 
auction, 50/50 raffle, and bake sale were benefit events. Big John, overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of more than 800 supporters, greeted guests with a smile and thanked them with 
a handshake or hug. He was particularly surprised as nearly 30 of his co-workers came from 
the Wayne Ford Motor Company.

 A grateful John Howard, surrounded by his family said, “Thank you to everyone that 
came, donated, and volunteered their time to the benefit. There was so much that went into it, 
and we truly cannot measure our gratitude for everything everyone has done. The amount of 
love and support that was shown for us is something we are so blessed to have. We know we 
can get through this just because of the sheer support we’ve been given. Thank you!”  

Howard’s diagnosis caught everyone off-guard. In late April this year, John and wife Val 
traveled to Kentucky to celebrate the birth of their granddaughter with their daughter. 

But May 1, Howard awoke in the middle of the night to terrible abdominal pain. He was 
admitted into a hospital in Pikeville, Kentucky. There they found a mass on his appendix. 
After various tests, discomfort, and a second opinion, Howard underwent an appendectomy 
on May 3, removing a cancerous tumor from his appendix and small section of colon. 

Val revealed on May 4 that while Big John successfully came through surgery, “the 
doctor found that the cancer has spread. Our hearts are heavy, but we know that God is 
mightier than us or any cancer!”

End of May, John and Val were finally welcomed home to Michigan. His chemotherapy 
treatments, currently every other week, began July 9 at Michigan Medicine of Brighton 
Center for Specialty Care. 

“Again, I say thank you to those that donated food or drinks,” the Howard family wrote, 
“the businesses who donated silent auction items, the bake sale goods, the minister who 
opened the benefit with prayer and blessed the food, the silent auction workers, the musicians 
who came from near and far, the sound system being donated, [and] the Stockbridge Legion 
Hall for supporting this event. Finally, to the local Senior Citizen Joy who attended and 
offered her help in our time of need, despite her difficulty in standing and walking. You are 
all so amazing.”  

Those who were unable to attend the benefit and would like to donate, may contact 
Sherrie Howard-Harbart at 517-795-8561 or send contributions to John Howard at 12890 
Territorial Road Stockbridge, MI 49285.

Know Your Neighbor: Barb and Jim 
Schray

Jim and Barb Schray’s Centennial 
Farm. Photo credit Joan Tucker

by Joan Tucker
Barb and Jim Schray have a lovely Centennial 

Farm that smiles at you as you drive by.  The 
farm captures your attention with neat and trim 
flowerbeds, lawns, and various farm buildings—
including a stone fence.  Depending on where 
the sheep are grazing, you may get a peek at their 
flock.  

The Centennial Farm is 130 years old and the 
Schrays have lived there for the past 25 years.  
In February 1882, Jim’s great-great-grandfather, 
Christopher Schray, purchased the farm that now 

sits off of Parks Road near Territorial Road.   
Like his ancestors, Jim has always had farming in his blood.  While working for 

Dana Corporation in Chelsea, Jim—along with Barb—also raised cows, pigs and sheep, 
but soon focused on raising and selling lambs for 4-H projects.  Barb and Jim became 
active in 4-H as their two sons, Todd and Craig, raised and showed animals, which also 
began Barb’s journey as a 4-H leader.  Her responsibilities increased, and she eventually 
became the 4-H administrator for the county as well.  

As a 4-H leader, Barb mentored children in the feeding, watering, exercising and 
grooming of ewes.  As the children became teens, some of them actually learned how 
to shear sheep!  To prepare for showing their ewes at the fair for 4-H, contestants had to 
train them to “brace,” a resistant pose that shows off the ewes’ muscles.  Among many 
characteristics, judges look at bracing, weight, and condition of the animal.  Based on 
the ribbons the ewe earns, 4-H contestants have the opportunity to sell their ewes to 
local businesses that have been invited.  Jim notes that these winnings over the years 
have help fund their family members’ college tuition.  Both Jim and Barb encouraged 
their sons to spend a little and save the rest, a valuable life lesson.

In addition to her experience as a 4-H leader, Barb’s other role as the 4-H 
superintendent was one of added responsibility.  She worked with 4-H contestants to 
raise the ewes based on required specifications and helped them place the lambs in the 
county fair. Then the ewes had to be weighed and tagged. 

For the past 44 years, Barb and Jim have worked tirelessly in 4-H, rewarding them 
with lifelong friendships.  Through her experiences, Barb says that she has learned 
humility.  She states, “Not everybody likes you, but you learn to work through issues 
with respect.”  

The Schrays are very proud of their grandchildren’s achievements as 4-H contestants.  
Gabe, their eldest grandson (son of Todd Schray), participated in 4-H for seven years 

Clair Schray takes shearing her ewe 
seriously! Photo credit Joan Tucker

showing lambs and chickens.  He never failed 
to bring home multiple showmanship ribbons.   
Another grandson, Justin (son of Craig and Carrie 
Schray), raised a “Grand Champion Lamb” 
in 2018, just one of his many awards.  More 
recently, Justin’s 13-year old sister, Clair, won 
the ribbon category of “Champion Homegrown 
Lamb” in the Jackson County Fair.  As parents and 
grandparents, Jim and Barb are thankful for the 
lifelong skills and responsibilities 4-H events have 
taught their children and grandchildren.  Recently, 
Gabe graduated from Adrian College and Justin is 
currently a senior at Cleary College in Howell.

It is amazing what you learn about your 
neighbors when you stop for a visit.  These 
good people are everyday people.  They volunteered their time to hundreds of 4-H 
participants, giving them multiple experiences that will last a lifetime. 
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You’ve got this. I’ve got this. We’ve got this.

Photo credit Patrice Johnson

by Amy Heydlauff
“You’ve got this!”
A junior high math teacher recently 

claimed this as her mantra with her students. 
It’s an awesome short sentence used for a 
variety of reasons: It inspires self-confidence 
in the listener, conveys optimism, and it 
transfers ownership of the outcome to the 
listener. 

“You’ve got this” also signifies the speaker 
is willing to let go, and it places no time 
constraint on its recipient. It allows room 
to try and get “it” partly right but fail, to try 

again, to get closer and fail, and to try until one succeeds.
Better yet, the phrase doesn’t carve anything in stone. The speaker reserves the right to 

judiciously step in to prevent catastrophe. This, for junior high math students could entail 
avoiding embarrassment in front of their peers, and the same may hold true for those of us 
well beyond junior high.

Sometimes the sentence may serve to self-motivate. “I’ve got this” can bolster a job 
hunter before heading into a job interview or the next Taylor Swift before stepping up to a 
karaoke microphone. The phrase can prepare a person for a difficult apology to a friend, help 
tackle increasing exercise, plan a first date or gently share difficult news.

When things don’t go the way we had hoped, “You’ve got this,” may simply mean 
we learned something. Junior high students may now understand percentages but not yet 
fractions.

The point? Our lives are richer for the effort, and we know something or did something 
we didn’t know or do before. We grew. We are now more capable. More ready.

The sentence conveys a fundamental optimism. I wish I had used it more in years past, 
and I’m determined to start using it more now. Let’s encourage ourselves and those around 
us. Let’s fail forward and be optimistic. 

“We’ve got this!”

Grosshans/Kunzelman family keeps farming history alive

Three generations of the Grosshans/Kunzelman family stand by their 120-year old Russell 
steam engine. Left to right Eric Kunzelman, Brooke Kunzelman, Beth Kunzelman, 
Kayden Kunzelman, Keith Grosshans, Doreen Grosshans, Austyn Grosshans, Samantha 
Grosshans, and Brian Grosshans. Photo credit Mary Titus Cronkhite

by Judy Williams
Keeping farming history alive is a family affair for the Grosshans/Kunzelman 

family of Gregory. Three generations of family proudly care for their 120-year-old 
Russell steam engine. 

Early history has the farmer depending on the strength and durability of humans 
and animals such as horses, oxen and mules. This changed with the invention 
of the steam engine, which increased the efficiency of working the land. Steam 
power could pull more, perform faster belt work, and move at speeds of 3 mph. 

But the steam engine came with problems. Bridges that had been made to hold 
a single horse and wagon now had to support the crossing of a 12,000-pound 
steam engine. Some bridges collapsed. Safety issues arose also. If an engine ran 
low on water, it would explode.

Wilford Bunyea, of Plymouth, Mich., uncle of Doreen (Titus) Grosshans, 
owned a prized steam engine. For years her husband, Keith Grosshans, had tried 
to purchase it. Bunyea, knowing the engine would stay in the family with someone 
who would restore and care for his prized possession, gave it to Keith in 1985. It 
became a treasured gift.

Keith, a member of the Michigan Steam Engine & Thresher Club headquartered 
in Mason and the National Thresher Association at Wauseon, Ohio, devoted 
months to restoring the engine to its original glory. And his hard work paid off. 

The engine won “Best of Show” at the Wauseon, Ohio National Threshers Show in 1992. 
Fast forward 20-plus years to 2015, and the engine needed work again. Keith smiled broadly as he recalled, “We still kept the restoration as a family 

affair. We all discussed and agreed upon what needed to be done. My son, Brian, got to do the work. Everyone helped out with moral support and 
expenses.” 

Brian Grosshans spent two-and-a-half years taking the engine completely apart. He cleaned and sandblasted, he painted and brought the engine to better 
than new condition. The red, cast-iron front portion of the tractor could not be repaired, so the family found someone to remake that piece out of steel. 
They managed to reattach the original front door. 

See Engine on page 7.
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Rural perspectives
by Rose Collison
Friday the 13th’s full moon in September 

was called the micro moon because it 
appeared 14 percent smaller and a bit 
dimmer due to its farther distance from 
earth. Harvest Moons, according to the Old 
Farmers Almanac, occurred when the corn 
harvests traditionally started. In some other 
parts of the country the moon goes by other 
names, like the Falling Leaves Moon. In 

“It’s been a race to finish everything,” Howlett said, “but it’s so exciting and in such a positive way. It is 
beautiful.”

Owners Kevin and Naomi Carson worked feverishly to open their business for the event. “I thought 
bicyclists would arrive around noon,” Naomi said with a grin and rubbed the small of her back. “But I 
received texts at 9:30 this morning that the trail riders were arriving.”

The recently completed, multiuse Mike Levine Lakelands Trail stretches from Lake Michigan to Lake 
Huron. In a stroke of good fortune, the repurposed railroad right of way passes through Munith, Stockbridge 
and Unadilla Township.

Mega-donor Mike Levine rolled up and paused to enjoy a few minutes’ respite. The 80-year-old is 
determined to pedal across the state on the trail and donated $5 million to help fund the 275-mile trail’s 
construction. Levine, a successful entrepreneur, has a vision for the trail. He foresees trails as community 
connectors, much as railroads once bonded communities together.

“It’s marvelous to see the trail open and connect one great lake to the next across the state,” Levine said. 
“It’s just marvelous. What is supposed to happen is happening: the bikes, the kids, the families, the economic 
development. Naomi and Kevin Carson’s business is a harbinger of a business model to come. This energetic 
activity is going to become a daily event. Wonderful!”

Naomi Carson recalled a chance encounter when she first met Levine. “Somehow we got on the topic of 
Stockbridge and the trail,” she said. “I mentioned my dream of renovating the building into a pit stop for trail 
users, and he said, ‘Naomi, you are the incarnation of why I am donating money to this trail!’”

The Carsons’ impetus came from Naomi’s 70-year-old father, local pastor Billy Allen. He had long held 
a vision for the vacant block building just east of the intersection of South Clinton Street. The Carson couple 
decided to turn dreams into reality, and they purchased the property in 2017.

“What prompted us to do this was the trail,” Naomi said in reference to the extensive renovations. “The 
better the trail began to look, the shabbier the building looked in comparison.”

Years vacant, the building had endured ongoing graffiti and vandalism. “Every piece of glass in the existing 
building had been smashed,” Kevin recollected. 

Breathing life into the building proved the least of their challenges. The property was also landlocked. To 
gain public access, they needed approvals to cross over the trail, which is a state park.

For over a year, the couple worked with the DNR to secure the requisite permissions. Next, the Village of 
Stockbridge approved the sale of village-owned parcels. Electrical hookups and water and sewer lines went 
into place, and the building was outfitted with plumbing, water, and electricity. An addition and handicap ramp 
followed. No small investments.

“Local contractors have been fantastic,” Kevin said, and he expressed appreciation to the late Pat Harden, a 
village council member whose support was instrumental in Manna’s receiving the necessary village approvals. 
Harden saw the project gain traction but died prior to Monday’s opening.

Now, cedar-lined walls and state-of-the-art equipment greet visitors as they enter the freshly renovated 
building. Manna will be open seasonally with seating primarily outside. Inside will seat a maximum of 13. All 
products are biodegradable, and the facility is 100% handicap accessible from its wooden entrance ramp to its 
arthritis friendly door handles. A kitchen, complete with an oven and assembly station, is in the works in the 
basement.

Hours of operation: Sunup to sundown, Monday through Saturday; Sundays 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Manna plans 
to stay open through Halloween this year and reopen in March “with a much bigger menu,” Kevin added.

Naomi, renowned for her pies, faced another challenge from her father. If she intended to sell pies, he 
insisted, she must also offer ice cream. Today, she proudly points to a menu board featuring ice cream from the 
MSU Creamery. Pies are sure to come.

“I think he’s very, very proud,” She said as she smiled at the throng of munching bicyclists. “Mike Levine 
believes businesses will come to towns because of trail improvements. I guess he was right.”

Restaurant page 1

Smith and Heritage elementary schools 
focus on kindness and building 
relationships

by Reaghan Walz 
 Everyone knows that schools are for teaching academic courses such as math, science, language arts, 

history and other customary subjects. Teachers and administrators at Smith and Heritage elementary schools 
believe and are demonstrating that the educational experience extends beyond. 

With Heritage focusing on “kindness” and Smith focusing on “building relationships,” teachers and 
administrations have shown students that there is more to school than academics. The relationships being 
built at both campuses are helping students learn to self-regulate, fostering independence and building an 
atmosphere of acceptance and inclusion. 

Smith and Heritage have taken huge steps toward teaching students that each is important, they are more 
than their test scores, and they matter.

Ontario, it is the Rutting Moon, and in the Pacific Northwest, it’s the 
Cedar Bark Moon.

The yellow garden spider, or writing spider, is common in the United 
States. The large females are 1.1 inches in body length, which is up to 
3 times larger than the males’.  Most spiders have two claws on each 
foot, but orb weavers have an additional claw to help them build their 
complex, circular web.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the 
board of Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer 
and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the 
area for a number of years.

This striking fellow (or gal) goes 
by yellow garden spider, zig zag 
spider, writer spider, hay spider, 
and corn spider. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson

Clouds over the micro moon. Photo credit
Rose Collison

57th annual Pioneer Day 
set for Oct. 13

by Arlene Kaiser
Visit the 57th annual Pioneer Day at the Waterloo Farm and Dewey 

School museums from noon to 5 p.m. Oct. 13 for some old-fashioned 
fun in the spirit of a time long ago.

The annual event features horse-drawn wagon rides, pretzels and 
pies from the farm wagon, and  molasses cookies and cider from the 
Bake House. Fall decorations from the Flower Barn and the famous 
Waterloo Bean Soup from the concessions also will be available.  
Dewey School will be open for tours and a little schoolin’, so stop in. 

Music will be provided by Mike Evans and his banjo, Askin’ for 
Trouble, North Creek Fiddlers, Blackberry Jam, The Wayward Dirks 
and others.

About 50 vendors and demonstrators will be set up around the 
grounds, such as Swallowtail Pottery, soap making, make your own 
rope, basket making, quilts, flint knapping and the list goes on and on.

Pioneer Day has grown some during its 57 years, but it still remains 
true to the memory and the spirit of the early days in the region.

The Waterloo Farm Museum is at 13493 Waterloo-Munith Road, 
Grass Lake, Mich.  It is 6 miles south of Stockbridge, 10 miles 
northwest of Chelsea and 15 miles north of Grass Lake.  

For more information, see the website at waterloofarmmuseum.org  
or check out its Facebook page.
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Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - Drop-in LEGO Club, 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 - SRSLY Parenting Workshop, 
10 a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Activity Center
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Coffee Chats, 11 a.m. to 
noon at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Movers and Readers 
Playtime (Ages up to 3) 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - Thinking Thursdays (Ages 
8 to 15), 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 6 - St. Mary Country Style Breakfast, 8:30 to 
11 a.m. at St. Mary Pinckney
Oct. 8 - Tactile Tuesdays (Ages 10 and up), 5 to 6 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 9 - Reading with Oliver (Ages 3 to 6), 6 to 
6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 11 - Minecraft Game Nights (Ages 8 to 15), 
7 to 8 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 13 - 57th Annual Pioneer Day, Noon to 5 
p.m. at the Waterloo Farm Museum and Dewey 
School

Community Calendar
Oct. 17 - Intro to Computer Coding (Ages 
15 and up), 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
Oct. 18 - Family Game Nights, 5 to 6:45 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 25 - Book Discussion Group, noon to 1 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Oct. 25 - Escape from the Stockbridge Library 
(Ages 10 and up), 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Oct. 25 - Escape from the Stockbridge Library 
(Ages 10 and up), 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
Oct. 26 - Turkey Supper, Bake and Craft Sale, 
5 to 7 p.m. at the Millville United Methodist 
Church
Oct. 31 - Halloween Festivities throughout the 
town

For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Not that we intend to clear land or build a log house, but we do intend to instill in our children,  
grandchildren and great-grandchildren the love of the land, the fortitude to finish what they start, 
and to know they can accomplish anything they set their hearts, minds and hands to do.

Without the neighbors, family and friends around them, these settlers would never have made it 
through their first year. The hardships of being away from everyone and everything they knew alone 
would have sent them running back east.

Imagine, a shelter built from the canvas off your wagon. Add a few branches until the logs were 
cut, and your house was built. Bears, wolves and cougars were still roaming the area. 

These brave and courageous men and women fought for the right to live and to thrive. Let us not 
forget what it is like to fight for what is right and to survive by what we devote our energies. We 
need not have wealth to thrive. We can thrive on the love and kindness of our family and friends. We 
have to remember our forefathers and what they did to make this land safe and whole for us.

Communities page 2

Today the working engine chugga-chugs in its original glory with the exception of a new 
smoke box, piping, water and coal bunkers. According to state law, steam engines must be 
inspected every three years.

The Grosshans/Kunzelman family is famous for their steam engine dinners. When asked how 
they cook with a steam engine, Keith laughed. “You just run a hose from the engine to a 55-gallon 
drum with two shelves.” 

Daughter Beth Kunzelman continued, ‘You put in all of your hard vegetables like carrots, onions, 
potatoes for 15 minutes and then add your meats for another 15 minutes. In a half hour you can cook 
enough food to feed 100 people.”  

“Austyn, Samantha, Brook, and Kayden, the third generation of Grosshans/Kunzelmans, are 
learning how to drive and care for the family’s steam engine,” Keith stated with pride. “The tradition 
continues.”

Engine page 4
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Staff Spotlight: Kim Killinger and Tammy Salyer, a library force

The terrific team of Kim Killinger 
(right) and Tammy Salyer (left) keeps 
the Jr./Sr. High School library running 
smoothly. Photo credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
 The terrific team of Kim Killinger and Tammy Salyer keep the Jr/Sr High School library running smoothly. The duo work opposite schedules 

to ensure the library is always staffed. Both women, extremely well liked by building staff and students, are constantly busy answering questions 
or monitoring the flow of incoming or outgoing students. 

Students with Chromebook issues contact either woman to receive a loaner while repairs are made. Those taking online classes for high school 
credit with Michigan Virtual also fall under their supervision in the library. 

Kim Killinger, who moved to Stockbridge from Pennsylvania during her eighth-grade year, has worked for the district for 14 years. She began 
as a paraprofessional and worked as a substitute teacher before accepting a position in the library.

After high school, Killinger attended Baker College and earned an associate degree in accounting and a bachelor’s degree in business 
leadership. In 1998, she married Jeremy Killinger, the current Varsity Football Coach. They have three children: Alexis (17), Peyton (15), and 
Evan (9). 

 Killinger considers her family her greatest accomplishment in life. She instills lots of love and tells her children to “always, always, do the 
right thing, even if it’s the hardest to do!” She offers this advice to students: “Do your best, every single day, don’t let others define who you are, 
and stay true to yourself.” She is grateful her job allows her to be present for her kids’ after-school events and gives her the flexibility to attend 
their sports events.

 Tammy Salyer grew up in Stockbridge and attended Stockbridge Community Schools. She credits her mother as the greatest influence in her 
life and says she taught her to “care for others, and always be kind.”

In 1982, Tammy Wireman married John Salyer, and they have two grown children, John (33) and Hope (23, a board member and original director of the Stockbridge Community 
News). Salyer as well considers her growing family to be her greatest accomplishment in life. She loves the role of grandparent to Johnny and Henry. 

“I love that more than anything!” she smiles. 
Years ago, a phone call from Superintendent Bruce Brown asked Salyer to fill in for two weeks. Then librarian Debi Overbey asked her to continue helping, and 17 years later, Salyer 

is still employed in that capacity. 
“Stockbridge Schools is a wonderful place to work!” she said.
Salyer, an excellent listener and popular go-to for motherly advice, greets students with her characteristic smile as they approach her desk. SHS staff also find her welcoming and a 

positive, trusted confidant. 
She would like students to keep in mind that worrying is like a rocking chair, it keeps you busy, but never gets you anywhere. 
“Spread your wings and fly,” she advises. “You can do anything you set your mind to!”  
Most days, these two women can be found in the library, helping students navigate life or find information to assist in their learning adventures at Stockbridge Jr./Sr. High School. 
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Obituaries
Shawn William Allen

Shawn William Allen
Nov. 11, 1974 to Aug. 26, 2019 

Shawn William Allen, age 44, passed away on 
August 26, 2019. He was born on November 11, 
1974, the son of Taylor and Joan (Outwater) Allen. 
He is survived by his parents, his two children, Devin 
Allen and Hana Rylee Allen, both of Stockbridge, his 
sister Kimberley, (Joe Jr.) Medina, of Stockbridge, 
his paternal grandparents, Arthur and Freida Jean 
Allen, many nieces and nephews, as well as several 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  Shawn was preceded in 
death by his brother, Justin Wayne Allen, his maternal 
grandparents, William and Norma Outwater, and Uncle 
Pat Outwater.

Shawn graduated from Stockbridge High School in 
1992. Shawn then chose a career in the financial field 
that spanned more than 25 years with Merrill Lynch. 
Shawn began his career in the mail room, all the while 
accepting and completing all the challenges to be 
named the Market Executive for the North Central Ohio 
market. His biggest passion in life was to be a good 

father for his kids and to show them how proud he was of their accomplishments. Shawn 
dedicated his life to helping others aspire to do their best, be their best, and realize how 
important they truly are. He enjoyed golfing, swimming, boating, reading and writing.

Mass of Christian Burial took place at Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian Catholic Church, 
1320 Catholic Church Rd., Leslie, on Thursday, August 29, 2019  with Rev. James Shaver 
presiding. Visitation was from 10-11 a.m. same day.  A private burial will be held at a later 
date. Contributions may be made to Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian Catholic Church or the 
Stockbridge Church of Christ.

Benedict F. LaRosa

Benedict F. LaRosa
Jan. 29, 1933 to Sept. 1, 2019

Benedict F. LaRosa passed away peacefully on September 
1, 2019 (age 86). Ben was born on January 29,1933 in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan; the son of James and Rosaria (DeFilippi) 
LaRosa. Ben married MaryLou (VanHoudt) on September 28, 
1954 in Angola, Indiana.

He worked for Ford Motor Company in Ypsilanti, MI for 
37 years, he was a member of the Knights of Columbus for 
10+ years, enjoyed camping, traveling and spending time with 
family and friends.

Survivors include his wife, MaryLou; four daughters, 
Linda (Harrison) West, Karen (Donald) Churches, Rose Marie 
(Ken) Braun and Patricia Joan Collopy; son, Remy James 
LaRosa; thirteen grandchildren, fourteen great grandchildren, 
brother, Vincent (Denise) LaRosa as well as many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his sister, 
Sally Doyle. He was loved and will be greatly missed.

A Celebration of Life will be scheduled at a later date.

Mary L. Gauss

Mary L. Gauss
Aug. 20, 1936 to Sept. 7, 2019

Mary L. Gauss, of Stockbridge, MI, age 
83, passed away at her home on September 
7, 2019. She was born in Stockbridge, MI on 
August 20, 1936 the daughter of Duwayne 
and Minnie  (Beeman) Moffat. She is 
survived by three children, Randy (Peggy) 
Gauss of Dexter, Cathy (Jim) Carpenter of 
Dansville, and David Gauss of Stockbridge; 
grandchildren: Krysti (Mike) Bunce, Corey 
Gauss, Ryan (Julie) Carr, Heide Carpenter, 
Shelby (Brandon) Wilson, Davey Gauss, 
Stacey (John) Goldstein, and Travis Gauss, 
Ronnie Elliott, Randy Elliott and Hailey 
Gauss;  many great-grandchildren, also one 
sister-in-law, Sandy Moffat of AZ. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, her first 

husband, Paul Gauss, one sister, Thelma Moffat, two brothers Paul and Jerry Moffat, and her loving 
companion of 35 years, Clark Knottingham. Mary had lived in the Stockbridge area all of her life. 
She loved crocheting, reading books, and spending time with her grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sept. 11, 2019 from the Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Stockbridge. Burial followed at Oaklawn Cemetery. The family received friends on Sept. 10, 2019.  
Memorial contributions may be made to Stockbridge Community Outreach.

Robert Coleman “Bob” Brown, Jr.
Robert Coleman “Bob” Brown, Jr., 91, passed away 

Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019 at the RidgeCrest nursing home in 
Jackson, MI. He was born July 28, 1928 in Jackson, MI, 
son of Mary (Gorton) and Robert C. Brown, Sr. On June 
30, 1948 he married his high school sweetheart, Rosalie 
Chesney.

Bob is survived by his children, Sue (Russell John) 
Wagner of Gregory, MI, Donald (Margaret) Brown of 
Mason, MI, and David (Judith) Brown of Tipton, MI; 
grandchildren: Noel (Paula) Wagner, Jocilyn Wagner, Samuel 
Wagner, Martin Brown, Phillip Brown, Brandy Brown, and 
two great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Deborah Brown, and wife, Rosalie.

In their younger years, Bob and Rosie enjoyed archery, 
and later, square dancing was a favorite pastime. They 
lived in Stockbridge for many years where Bob owned and 
operated Brown’s Hardware and Brown’s Gas Service. When 
Bob drove school bus for the Stockbridge Schools, he wore 
a straw cowboy hat and was fondly known as “Ranger Bob.” 
As a side job, he worked with Ron Fillmore, excavating 
and installing in-ground swimming pools. After moving to 
Dexter in 1967, Bob worked for Hutzel Plumbing and later, 
for the University of Michigan as a Master Plumber. He was 

James Charles Brown

James Charles Brown
Jan. 1, 1957 to Sept. 22, 2019

James Charles Brown, beloved brother, uncle, and 
friend, departed this earth on September 22, 2019, in the 
loving presence of his family at his home in Napoleon, 
Michigan. It was a four-turtle day! “Jim,” as he was 
known by family and friends, was born on January 
1, 1957 in Bay City, Michigan, the youngest of three 
children born to Margaret Ann (Peggy) Brown and 
Maxwell William Brown Jr.

Jim was a true Spartan, earning BA degrees from 
Michigan State University in Business and Psychology, 
and a MA in Business Administration. Following 
college Jim traveled extensively in the United States 
and Europe. Shortly thereafter, Jim became the owner 
and operator of the Aardvark Pet Store in East Lansing. 
Jim’s expertise in pets brought enjoyment to many 
whether their pet had fins, fur, tails, or scales. Toward 
the end of his career Jim traveled the Midwest as a 
Regional Sales Manager for Canidae Pet Food. On 
any given game day Jim could be seen, no matter the 
weather, sitting in the stands supporting his nieces and 

their teammates on the Stockbridge Women’s Soccer team.
Jim was preceded in death by his parents, Peggy (Gloeckner) Brown and Maxwell 

Brown Jr. Jim is survived by: siblings Linda (John) Bateson of Colfax, North Carolina, 
Bruce (Laura) Brown of Gregory, Michigan, and Lori (Keith) Kaelber of Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; nieces and nephews: Daniel (Francesca) Bateson of Ladera Ranch, California, 
Jeffery (Kristy) Bateson of Colfax, North Carolina, Alexandra Brown of Canton, 
Michigan, and Paige Brown of MSU; grand-nieces: Halena and Neala Bateson of Colfax, 
North Carolina, and Riley and Harper Bateson of Ladera Ranch, California.

Jim will be interred at Roseland Memorial Gardens, Jackson, Michigan in a private 
family ceremony. Memorials may be sent to the Max and Peggy Brown Educational 
Scholarship Fund c/o the Bay City Community Foundation, 1000 Adams Street, Suite 
200, Bay City, Michigan 48708, the Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation, 100 Price 
Avenue, Stockbridge, Michigan 49285, or the Stockbridge Women’s Soccer Program, c/o 
Stockbridge High School, 416 N. Clinton, Stockbridge, Michigan 49285. Go Green! Go White!

Robert Coleman “Bob” Brown, Jr.
July 28, 1928 to Sept. 8, 2019

honored as a 50-year member of Local 190. Also while living in Dexter, he volunteered many years 
for Boy Scout Troop 448. While living in Kalamazoo, he worked and retired as a plumber at Bronson 
Hospital.

Thank you to the aides and nurses at RidgeCrest nursing home for their kind and loving care 
during Bob’s last three months. He will be greatly missed by his friends, family, and caretakers, but 
especially his children who cared for him daily.

A  Memorial Service will be held on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at the Caskey-
Mitchell Funeral Home in Stockbridge, MI. The family will receive friends from 1-2 p.m. A luncheon 
will follow at the Plainfield United Methodist Church. Private interment will take place at Oaklawn 
Cemetery in Stockbridge at a later date.
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Student of the Month: Alexa Satkowiak ‘makes 
teaching and learning fun’

Fourth-grader Alexa Satkowiak 
ranked among the top six in her 
class, qualifying her to participate in 
Heritage’s spelling bee. Photo credit 
Cindy Lance

by Cindy Lance 
This month’s “student spotlight” shines on Stockbridge Heritage 

Elementary fourth-grader, Alexa Satkowiak. Teacher Luke Thorburn 
describes this young lady as “a leader in the classroom. She isn’t afraid 
to participate during hands-on activities or explaining an answer to a 
math problem. Alexa goes out of her way to help other students in the 
class. She has a smile every day that makes teaching and learning fun.”  

Alexa is the youngest child of Jason and Colleen Satkowiak, with 
older brother Dalton and sisters Emily and Melanie. Math is her favorite 
subject in school, but at the end of third grade,  Alexa ranked among the 
top six in her class, qualifying her to participate in Heritage’s spelling 
bee. 

In a time when cursive writing isn’t a focus, a memorable moment 
in school for Alexa came when she wrote her name in that style for the 
first time. It comes as no surprise that this academically driven student 
aspires to become a teacher.

In addition to school, Alexa enjoys many hobbies, including dancing, 
cheerleading, basketball, softball, coloring and reading. “A Perfect 
Time for Pandas” (Magic Treehouse Series) and “Bad Kitty vs. Uncle 
Murray” top her list of favorite books. 

Ask an expert: What 
should be on the 
estimate of repairs?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa 
Kightlinger

If and when the unexpected 
occurs and a collision happens, 10 
commonly left off or omitted items 
should be listed on the estimate of 

repairs. These are vital to receive a quality and thorough repair to 
restore the performance and value of your vehicle, as well as your 
peace of mind.

1) Pre-wash: It is imperative to wash the vehicle when it 
comes in to find all the damage.

2) Solvent clean: This removes residue such as road tar, 
grease and even brake dust. This is vital to assure proper adhesion 
of the paint and if not done will void any warranty on your paint. 
It is required by all paint manufacturers such as PPG, Sherwin 
Williams and other quality auto finishes.

3) Pre Scan: This is to check all of the internal workings of 
your vehicle. They say it is like an EKG for your vehicle.

4) OEM Research: This is a must, it is the only way to 
know how to properly repair your vehicle per the manufacturers 
specifications.

5) Corrosion Protection: It is necessary to replace corrosion 
protection on all body panels replaced.

6) Car Cover: There are several reasons for this, to keep the 
primer and paint overspray from getting on adjacent panels as 
well as to keep dust and dirt off while under repair.

7) Road Test: This is to make sure everything is running as it 
should. A lot of cars need up to a 30-minute road test as a relearn 
for some components.

8) Post Scan: A post scan is done to ensure all of the issues 
have been addressed.

9) Final Wash: Preparing the vehicle for delivery
10) Hazardous Waste: There are several forms of hazardous 

waste that has to be taken care of, such as solvent and paint.
Not all collision shops are the same, and if you are not seeing 

these items on your estimate, you should ask why.
John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. Clinton St., 

Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and raised their children here 
over the past 20 years. John has been in the auto body business since 1985, and 
Theresa began work at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they 
have been working on cars for more than 75 years.

Munith girl wins her division in dock jumping

10-year-old Dana Moody competes for the first 
time in Dock Jumping with her 1-year-old dog, 
Blue. Family provided photo

by Judy Williams
Ten-year-old Dana Moody from Munith competed for the 

first time in dock jumping at this year’s Harvest Moon Festival 
in Stockbridge. Dana and her dog, Blue, a 1-year old American 
pit bull terrier won their division. Dana and Blue have been 
inseparable since she got the dog when it was 6 weeks old.

“Blue started showing a love for water this spring,” the 
smiling fifth-grader at Heritage Elementary said. “Blue kept 
jumping into our family’s pond. I had watched dock jumping 
and decided to try to get Blue to do it.”

“I started out by throwing Blue’s toys into our pool. She 
loved this game,” Dana explained. “Next, I took her to our 
family’s cottage at Portage Lake and continued training her 
on an actual dock. She really took to the dock jumping, and I 
worked on training her all summer.”

Dana, who has “always been interested in anything dog-
related” has two rescue dogs: a 10-year-old Staffordshire terrier 
named Duke and a 2-year-old Jack Russell terrier named Squirt. 
Dana laughingly states, “Both dogs hate water!”

When asked about her other interests, Dana was quick to 
reply, “competing with my 10-year-old American quarter horse 
and history class.”
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Emotional support, therapy, and service dogs. 
What are the differences?

Jax works as a therapy dog at the Woodland 
Correctional Facility in Whitmore Lake. 
Photo credit Tammy Dible

by Cathy Collins
Service. Emotional support. Therapy. Companion dogs.

These terms get tossed around loosely and misconceptions 
abound as to where each type of dog is publicly permitted. 

Companion dogs are family pets. They are welcomed on 
sidewalks and in pet stores and dog parks. Companions are 
growing more welcomed in hotels and non-food retail stores. 

Emotional support dogs are prescribed by a physician to an 
individual pet owner for a mental health issue such as anxiety 
or depression. These dogs require no specialized training and 
are not guaranteed public access. Their access to public spaces 
comes at the discretion of the business or public institution.

Therapy dogs are used to comfort people in times of 
crisis or stressful situations, and their certification requires 
extensive training. Therapy and emotional support dogs are not 
considered service dogs or defined as such under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

Service dogs, also physician prescribed, are individually 
trained to perform tasks for people with disabilities. Under the 
ADA, a service animal performs tasks directly related to the 
individual’s disability. Service dogs complete hundreds of hours 
of training and must be able to adapt to their handler’s needs as 
they change over time.

Guiding people who are blind, alerting people who are deaf, assisting someone in a wheelchair, alerting 
and/or protecting a person having a seizure or other medical condition are examples of work or tasks service 
dogs are trained to perform. 

By law, a service dog is allowed public access and is not legally defined as a pet. It is a working animal. A 
person with a disability cannot be asked to remove his or her service animal from the premises unless the dog 
is out of control and the handler does not take effective action to control it, or the dog is not housebroken.

The ADA prohibits asking persons about their disabilities or asking that the service animal demonstrate its 
ability to perform the work or task, as well as other prohibitions. If it is not obvious that the animal is a service 
animal, only two questions may be asked of the person: 1) Is the animal required because of a disability? 2) 
What work or task has the animal been trained to perform?

With the prevalence of fake service dogs, it is important to know that an emotional support or therapy dog 
is not a service dog. Their handler does not possess the same rights as a service dog handler under the ADA. 
Also important, when encountering a service dog, please do not pet or ask to pet the dog as it distracts it from 
working. 

For more information on service animal law, see www.michigan.gov/mdcr/0,4613,7-138-74964---,00.html.

Ponder This
by NJL
 Go confidently in the direction 

of your dreams! Live the life you’ve 
imagined. As you simplify your 
life, the laws of the universe will be 
simpler. ---Henry David Thoreau 
(Julia Cameron, “The Artist’s Way” 
Page 38)

 Shorter days and cooler weather 
means summer is changing to autumn. 
The human experience also includes 
seasons or times of personal growth, 

Manure spreaders on display at Stockbridge’s main four corners, in front of the old hotel, circa 1906-1910. Photo 
courtesy of former Gregory resident, Dale Marshall

What does it look like to be you?

Go confidently in the direction of 
your dreams! Source: Freepik

so here’s something to think about. What does it look like to be you, the whole 
shebang? Knowing who you are is important.

 Many let themselves be defined by what others tell them. This is wrong. 
God’s desire is that we discover who we are by knowing His word, or to put 
it more secularly, we are each an island and we have to live our own lives. 
Living authentically and being genuine and true to His word or to ourselves 
is a lifestyle. It requires maintenance and strength and is far from effortless. 
However, the results are everything we could desire.

 So each of us should keep in mind our unique journey and how delightful it 
could be as we discover our purpose and direction. Being in charge and giving 
ourselves self-respect and dignity may feel unusual at first. But the outcome is 
incredible.

 Those who have opinions about what I am saying about my beliefs through 
this publication are invited to provide feedback at Stockbridgecommunitynews@
gmail.com.

Spreading it around town

    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Shawn William Allen - died Aug. 26, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Judith Jacobs - died Aug. 27, 2019
 · Beulah M. Wittman - died Aug. 31, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Heather L. Hause - died Sept. 2, 2019
 · Mary L. Gauss - died Sept. 7, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Robert C. Brown Jr - died Sept. 8, 2019
 · Thomas W. Wallace - died Sept. 8, 2019 - Stockbridge

Death Notices
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Sept. 16, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township 
Board Meeting to order on September 16, 2019 
at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, 
Clerk Becky Muraf, Trustee Ed Wetherell 
Trustee Terry Sommer  Member absent from 
meeting: Treasurer Kris Lauckner
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Emmeline 

Ganger, Kylee Barker, Bennett Lentz
Moment of Silence 
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular meeting agenda Wetherell 
second Amendment added to new business add 
Cider and Donuts for SAESA Fire Association. 
Sommer motion to accept the amended agenda 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried.
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Minutes as printed 
from August 19, 2019 as written Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carrier
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Special meeting minutes from 
August 27, 2019 as written Wetherell Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Special meeting minutes from 
August 28, 2019 as written Sommer Second All 
in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept Stockbridge 

Township Board Financial report as printed from 
April 1, 2019 thru September 16, 2019 Wetherell 

Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Sommer motion to accept Stockbridge Township 

Audit Completed by Pfeffer, Hanniford, Palka 
Wetherell Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments None
Old Business
Stockbridge Township renovation of new offices 

will be starting soon
Stockbridge Township Recycling will continue 

to be the second Saturday of each month
Stockbridge Township will be having Clean up 

day on September 28, 2019 from 10 am to 2 pm
New Business
Stockbridge Township will be holding trick or 

treating on the Stockbridge Township Square 
from 6PM to 8PM on Halloween night October 
31, 2019 there will be a costume contest at 715pm 
more details to follow.
Lantis motion that Stockbridge Township Board 

purchases $450.00 for candy to give out on the 
Stockbridge Township Square for Halloween 
Sommer Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion Stockbridge Township Donates 

$200.00  to the SAESA Fire Association for Cider 
and Donuts on the square for Halloween Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried
Lantis will be talking to Collins Electric about 

more power on the Light poles and canon 
Stockbridge Township Board will be spending  2 

weeks to do research on Annexation 
Lantis motion to pay Stockbridge Township 

Board bills in the amount of $38,803.94 Sommer 
Second All in favor Motion Carried
Lantis motion to adjourn Stockbridge Township 

Regular Board meeting at 8:39pm Sommer 
Second All in Favor Motion Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE  
Council Meeting Sept.9, 2019- Synopsis

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm. Roll Call:  PRESENT: President 
Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, 

Trustee Kim Morehouse, Trustee Greg Uihlein, ABSENT: Trustee Heath Corey; Others Present: 
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, Citizens were also present; Pledge 

of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance;.Approval of Agenda MOTION by 
Quintanilla SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the September 9, 2019 agenda as amended to 

remove under new business, Motion carried with unanimous ayes. Approval of Minutes MOTION 
by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve the minutes of August 5, 2019 as presented by 
Clerk Nogle. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.Public Comment – None. PRESENTATION: 
David Kubinski Davis Kubiske discussed Meter Rate Alternatives for Water System Upgrades. 

E. Elizabeth Street repairs would cost the village approximately $174,000 using local funds. 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Quintanilla, 

APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Uihlein, 
Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett NAYS: None  ABSENT:  Corey MOTION PASSED President 

Report President Howlett updated the council on ongoing projects. Pump Purchase MOTION 
by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the proposal to purchase a pump up to 

$8,027.00 from Northern Pump and Well. AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Morehouse, Mullins, Uihlein, 
Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES; Police Report – Police Chief Torres 
gave his report. Frank Nehr Pay Increase 3% MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 

APPROVED; to approve a 3% pay raise to $18.54 per hour, an annual compensation of $38,563.20 
effective on employee anniversary date, for Officer Nehr. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, 
Cattell Quintanilla, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES Fran Grumelot 
Pay Hourly Increase MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to approve a 
$1.00 an hour pay increase for Fran Grumelot. AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, Morehouse, Mullins, 

Uihlein, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES; NEW BUSINESS Light Pole 
Decorating Request MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, APPROVED; to authorize the 

decorating on the Village owned light poles. Motion carried unanimously UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Lift Station Repair MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; to the quote from 
Jett Pump and Valve in the amount of $9,873.88 for Lift Station Repair. AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, 
Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES; Well #4 

Maintenance 
MOTION by Quintanilla SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to the quote from Northern 

Pump and Well for Well House #4. AYES: Cattell, Quintanilla, Uihlein, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett 
NAYES: None ABSENT: Corey MOTION PASSES Council Comments: There was comments made 

the council. Public Comment - There were comments made by the public. 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Quintanilla,  SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED to adjourn 

the Council Meeting at 9:36pm.  

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from Aug. 14 to Sept. 11 2019

Wednesday, 8/14 Road Hazard-Bowdish Rd./Worden Rd.
Friday, 8/16 Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department/Electrical Hazard-Woodside Dr./Pleasant 
Dr., Assist Other Agency/Inland water rescue-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd.
Saturday, 8/17 Fall- Holmes Rd./Williamsville Rd.
Sunday, 8/18 Assist EMS-Williamsville Rd./Unadilla Rd., Verbal Domestic-Church St./Webb St., 
Intimidation/Threats –Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr., Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department/
Wires down-Templar Ave./Doyle Rd.
Monday, 8/19 Property Damage Accident-Gregory Rd./Spears Rd., Abnormal Behavior/Suicide 
Attempt-Undisclosed Location, Property Damage Accident-Holmes Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday, 8/20 Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Fraud-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr., 
Intimidation/Threats-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave.
Wednesday, 8/21 Road Hazard-Rockwell Rd./Bowdish Rd.
Thursday, 8/22 Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department/Unadilla St./Stuart St.
Friday, 8/23 Assist EMS-Dexter Trail/Gregory Rd.
Saturday, 8/24 Suspicious Situation-Kaiser Rd./Tamara Dr.
Sunday, 8/25 Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department/Wires down-Dutton Rd./Van Syckle Rd.
Monday, 8/26 Road Hazard-Rose Hill Rd./Spears Rd.
Wednesday, 8/28 Assist Unadilla Township Fire Department/Tree Down-Church St./Webb St., 
Ordinance Investigation-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct., Animal Complaint/Deer-Gregory Rd./Berkshire Dr,, 
Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department-Channel Dr./Alberta Dr.
Thursday, 8/29 Respond to Alarm-Williamsville Rd./Roepke Rd., Animal complaint/Dog-Gregory 
Rd./Spears Rd., Road Hazard-Gregory Rd./Gregory Ct., Welfare Check-San Luray Dr./San Marino 
Ave., Suicide Threat-Undisclosed Location, Hazard-W. Lakeland Trl./Main St.
Friday, 8/30 Property Damage Accident/Car Versus Deer-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd., Suspicious 
Vehicle-Rockwell Rd./Green Rd., Assist EMS/Fall-M-36/Spears Rd., Assist EMS-W. M-36/
Livermore Rd.
Saturday, 8/31 Assist EMS/Fall-Dutton Rd./W. Lakelands Trl., Assist Unadilla Township Fire 
Department/Tree Down-Roepke Rd./Bowdish Rd.
Sunday, 9/1 Larceny-San Luray Dr./San Marino Ave., Animal complaint-Williamsville Rd./San 
Luray Dr.
Monday, 9/2 Hit & Run-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd.
Wednesday, 9/4 Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Citizen Assist-San Luray Dr./San 
Marino Ave.
Thursday, 9/5 Welfare check-W.M-36/Dream Catcher
Saturday, 9/7 Medical-M-106/Main St., Assist EMS-Kaiser Rd./Hadley Rd.
Sunday, 9/8 Stalking-Undisclosed Location
Tuesday, 9/10 Assist EMS/Medical-Unadilla Rd./Williamsville Rd., Property Damage 
Accident-M-36/Dexter Trl., Welfare Check/Psych-Undisclosed Location, Property Damage 
Accident/Car Versus Deer-Hadley Rd./Kaiser Rd.
Wednesday, 9/11 Cardiac Arrest/Death Investigation-Undisclosed Location

Chief David S. Russell, Unadilla Township Police Department
126 Webb St. Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes 27 Aug. 2019   
7:00 P.M. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259

Call to Order: 7:00 p.m. Pledge Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, 
McAlister, Morency.   26 residents present along with Bruce 
Pindzia, Civil Engineer and Larry Bamford representing 
Aggregate Industries. Public Comment:  The following were 
comments voiced by our residents regarding Aggregate 
Industries request to do exploration drilling on another parcel 
of land: • When the federal government deeded the Waterloo 
Recreational Area properties to the State of Michigan on 
June 4, 1942, it did so with the stipulation that “PROVIDED 
ALWAYS”, that this deed is made upon the express condition 
that the State of Michigan shall use the said property 
exclusively for public park, recreational, and conservation 
purposes. • Because the DNR, Jackson County and Aggregate 
Industries have financial interests in approving the expansion, 
it seems that the rules can be changed to allow it.  However, 
we collectively as Waterloo Township residents have nothing 
to gain from approving the expansion and we lose precious 
property that is dedicated as “recreational and conservation” 
property to mining operations.  • The Green Road issue has 
not been resolved yet. • We are constantly confronted with 
having to come to the meetings to fight off the next piece of 
land being asked to use for extraction.  Please do not grant the 
use of the additional property for more extraction. • Concern 
with the environmental issues and the water around the area.  
Please consider all of this regarding a vote to approve the 
expansion. • Need a culvert on Green Road because it washes 
away in a certain area during every rain. • Concerned about 
the impact of the expansion on the horse trails, bike riding, 
and this is an approved natural beauty area. • This expansion 
would encroach on a very hilly, beautiful area and tearing it 
up. Consent Agenda: Kitley motioned with support from Walz 
to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried.   Correspondence:  None Old Business:  • 
Walz gave a report on the last Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting.   Lion’s Park in Munith is having a celebration at 
6:30 on August 29th to celebrate the new equipment and other 
improvements done to the park through grants from Five 
Healthy Towns.  The plans for the plant and produce exchange 
scheduled for September 21st is gaining a lot of interest.   The 
Portage Lake County Park on Portage Lake Road is receiving 
some new playground equipment the week of September 2.   It 
is being done with funds donated by the Burgess family and 
matching funds from Jackson County Parks and Recreation.  
There will be another meeting of the Region II non-motorized 
group here at our Township on September 11, from 2:00-4:00 
here at our Township.  Parks and Recreation Committee is also 
looking to have the Clear Lake County Park updated.

Aggregate Industries: Larry Bamford explained the sonic 
boring that they are asking for on the additional property they 
are requesting.  He showed the current mining location and 
where the additional property is located, which is 40 or so 
acres. The DNR has approved it if the Township approves it. 
Property would have to be given in lieu of the 40 acres that 
are being requested for extraction.  He spoke of reclamation 
plans.   Bruce Pindzia, our Civil Engineer had inspected the 
property being requested for exploratory drilling.  He gave his 
report stating concerns, environmental impacts being one of 
them.  He stated that monthly water monitoring report is on 

our website.  Mature canopy hardwood trees would be taken 
down.  A resident stated that moving east to look for gravel 
would not be near anyone.   Reclamation of the land is to DNR 
specifications not the Townships.  Only source of revenue to 
Township comes from taxes on DNR land and equipment used 
to do extraction.  Aggregate Industries has approximately 3 
years left at their current site.  The board will take no action 
at this time and seek an opinion from our legal firm.  • Trash 
disposal day in partnership with Stockbridge Township will 
be on September 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  There is a 
flyer on our website explaining what will be accepted from our 
residents and also proof of residency will be needed.  It will 
take place at the SAESA location on the corner of M-52 and 
M-106 in Stockbridge. New Business: • Morency stated that 
the Planning Commission looked at seven new items that were 
added to the topic review list.  They reviewed and discussed 
single household dwelling controls for the Township Zoning 
Ordinance. • Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to accept amendments to ordinances 3.05 and 3.06 regarding 
violations.  Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried. • Lance motioned 
with support from Walz to approve land division application 
from Ronald Beyer and Amelia Bohne with the original parcel 
#000-05-25-126-000-020 resulting in two parcels:  Tax ID#000-
05-25-126-002-00 with 104 acres and Tax ID# 000-05-25-126-
003-00 with 7.45 acres. • Morency motioned with support from 
Kitley to approve Resolution #19-08-27-2 regarding Hazardous 
Substances Cost Recovery Ordinance.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried. • Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to approve Resolution #19-08-27-1 to address the collection of 
payments or refunds on taxes under/over $3.00.  Aye/all; no/
none.  Motion carried. • The new Fee Schedule is tabled until 
more questions can be addressed. • Walz motioned with support 
from Morency to purchase another voting tabulator and ballot 
box at a cost not to exceed $6,433.92.  Roll call vote:  Yes/
Walz, Kitley, Lance, Morency, McAlister.  No/none.  Motion 
carried. • Kitley motioned with support from Morency to accept 
the bid to replace the toilet and repair plumbing, add a new hot 
water heater and plumbing at a cost of $2,230.  Additional work 
will be done by electrician.  Roll call vote:  Yes/Kitley, Lance, 
Morency, McAlister, Walz.  No/none.  Motion carried. Other 
Business That Comes Before The Board:  Lance explained the 
reason Mt. Hope will not be resurfaced this year.  There is a 
tunnel going in under M-52 by Green Lake that will tie in the 
two sections of the Huron Pathway-Border to Border.  Mt. Hope 
Road will be used as one of the detours for the work that will 
be done.  The work is scheduled to start at the end of September 
and should be completed within 3 weeks. Public Comment:     
There was a question as to when the Verizon towers would be 
completed.  The towers are up but without the components at 
the top as of yet.  It is expected that after inspections which 
are being waited for, the towers should be complete this fall. 
Adjournment:  Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 
adjourn at 9:15 p.m. Aye/all; no/none.  Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, 
September 17, 2019 7:00.  The next regular Board meeting will 
be on Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.    Minutes will 
be published in the Stockbridge Community News at the end of 
each month, on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on 
our Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: Janice Kitley, Clerk
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StockBIZ: Business News in
and around Stockbridge

If houses could talk…. Built in 1894, the stately home at 220 West Main 
in Stockbridge probably has plenty of stories to tell. And since becoming the 
longtime offices of Glenn-Brooke Realty, the two-story Victorian has played 
an important role in the Glenn/Marshall family history. In 1981, the house that 
Debbie (Glenn) Marshall had purchased after her first husband passed away 
became home to Glenn-Brooke Realty. Since that time, many of the agency’s 
stories have featured a common theme—babies born and raised in Stockbridge 
eventually growing to become clients of Glenn-Brooke and looking for homes 

they could raise their own families in. 
Asked what prompted her to take up real estate, Debbie 

has a quick answer. “I discovered early on that real estate 
was a great way to work my schedule around my children’s 
activities when they were young.” 

Glenn-Brooke Realty started out as a family affair in 
1978, when it was founded by Debbie, along with her 
father, Duane “Buck” Glenn; her brother, Nate Glenn; and 
her sister Kris (Glenn) Hartsuff. By 1981, Debbie and her 
brother had earned their broker licenses and the Glenn-
Brooke Realty office opened its doors with Duane and Kris 
as sales agents.  Since then, the agency has branched out to 
include other Realtors and her sister moved out of state, but 
Debbie, Nate, and Duane have remained office regulars. 

The real estate business has undergone notable changes 
over Debbie’s long career. She recalls the early years when 
so many of their deals involved cash buyers or buyers who 
borrowed money from the local bank. 

“We had a lot of people buying on land contracts back 

Passing the torch from Glenn-
Brooke Realty’s Debbie Marshall to 
Susan Pidd Realty

Mary Jo David

then,” Debbie recalled. “That was when interest rates were at 18% and land contracts were going for maybe 
11 percent.” She compared that to nowadays, when young people have no concept of rates like those, and new 
buyers are focused on locking in interest rates of 3.5%.

Neither Debbie nor her father can point to one “best” deal of their real-estate careers, but Duane summed it 
up with, “Every deal, if it’s a good deal, is an exciting and ‘best’ deal.”

On the steps of 220 West Main, L to R, broker Debbie 
(Glenn) Marshall of Glenn-Brooke Realty prepares to 
hand off the keys to broker Susan Pidd Partlo of Susan 
Pidd Realty. Photo credit Nicole Giguere

Now, almost 40 years after becoming home to Glenn-Brooke, the house begins a new chapter, as Debbie announces her retirement, effective Dec. 12, 2019. In fact, Debbie and father 
will be retiring in tandem. It’s been Duane, at the grand old age of 92, who has been opening the office for Glenn-Brooke Realty every morning at 9 a.m. 

Helping to shepherd the house into its newest chapter is Susan Pidd Partlo, who will begin renting the location this month as home to her real estate business, Susan Pidd Realty. 
Susan grew up in Stockbridge, graduated from Stockbridge High School, and went on to pursue a career in real estate and residential lending. She comes from a long line of Realtors, 

including her grandfather who had a brokerage and real estate license operating out of Stockbridge, a grandmother who worked alongside him, and a great-grandmother who was a real 
estate agent in Gregory.

Susan takes her business motto, “a realtor you can trust,” seriously. A resident of downtown Stockbridge, she can literally cross the street to get to her new offices from her home. And 
Susan intends to work hard to promote Stockbridge for what it is—a great family community—and help return the town center to a thriving downtown. 

Susan looks forward to working with Debbie, beginning Oct. 1, to ensure a smooth transition for the two businesses. 
“I’m excited about moving my offices into 220 West Main,” she said, and she’s quick to assure Glenn-Brooke Realty clients that they will continue to find many of the same agents 

transitioning over. 
As part of her commitment to community, Susan plans to roll out her second annual “Coats for Christmas” drive in the community. She encourages residents to stay tuned for future 

news of a “Passing of the Torch” celebration for recognizing Debbie’s retirement and the grand opening of Susan Pidd Realty.
Thinking ahead to retirement, Debbie has lots to look forward to, including spending more time with husband Jack, four daughters, and 11 grandchildren—which might mean some 

traveling—and pursuing her quilting hobby. As if that’s not enough, she is also checking into volunteering as a baby cuddler at a local hospital and visiting the local animal shelter to help 
walk the dogs. 

“After all,” notes Debbie, “My Dad has served as a great role model on the importance of keeping busy.”
Mary Jo David is a longtime writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge 

Community News.

Public Accuracy Test Notice
WATERLOO TOWNSHIP 9773 Mt. Hope ROAD MUNITH, MI 

49259

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Public Accuracy Test for the 
November 5, 2019 Chelsea Schools Bond Proposal has been scheduled 
for Tuesday, October 29, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at the Waterloo Township 
Hall, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI.  The Public Accuracy Test is 
conducted to determine that the program and the computer being used 
to tabulate the results of the election count the votes in the manner as 
prescribed by law.

Janice Kitley, Waterloo Township Clerk



October 2019Stockbridge Community News14

Friday Night Movie: Wonder Park  Photo credit: James Clark-Swalla, DigitalCrumbs Photography
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Think you know the area? Here’s 
a chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

October’s winner will receive a 
$20 Farmers State Bank Branded 

October’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to last month’s 
winner, Erin Zempel, for correctly 
identifying the photo of the Clock 
tower in Chelsea.

Recognize the subject of this picture and its 
location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State 
Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo 
credit Rose Collison

To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or post marked no later than Oct. 7.

The Stockbridge Teen Center is located at the Stockbridge Activity Center, 305 W. 
Elizabeth St. It is designed for students in grades six through 12 and plans call for it to be 
open from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

The primary focus is to give students a safe place to go right after school. Students who 
do not have internet at home can work on homework, with the assistance of high school 
Honor Society members. Students also can work on group projects in a laid-back and safe 
environment catered to kids.

The building also will be used as a site for the Crossroads youth group meetings outside 
of regular Teen Center hours.

“The Teen Center will simply be a fun and safe place for our students. Every family, 
regardless of their religious preferences, should feel comfortable having a place for their kids 
to hang out before practice, or until their parents get home from work,” center officials said.

A teen center had been a longtime vision for many, myself included. In 2004, I had my 
first piece published in the The Town Crier on the need for some type of youth center in the 
area.

Mike and Leah Dalton included the teen center in their plans when they acquired the 
old Middle School for $1 in May 2018. The building is now called the Stockbridge Activity 
Center.

It would be 15 years after my 2004 article, on Wednesday, Sept. 4,  before I joined 
parents, grandparents, business owners, volunteers and students at the Stockbridge Teen 
Center’s open house.

 Youth directors Samantha Young and Bonnie Davidson and community volunteers will 
staff the center. They hope to add enough community volunteers so each person will have to 
volunteer only one afternoon per month. Volunteers must pass background checks.

The new Teen Center has a wish list of needed items: a gently used iPad to streamline the 
sign-in/out process for safety and security measures, a laptop, game systems and controllers, 
cornhole, ladder toss, basketballs, volleyball and dodge ball set.

An ongoing list of needed items includes bottled beverages and individual packaged 
snack items such as chips, meat sticks, trail mixes etc., popcorn kernels and popcorn bags to 
be sold at a nominal cost to restock.

Items can be dropped off at the center during operating hours, or contact the Stockbridge 
Teen Center at 517-851-7075.

Center page 1
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
In 1939, citizens in the communities of Munith, Waterloo Township, and Jackson 

County were demanding a telephone company. Larger companies were unable or 
unwilling to provide service, as the cost of extending existing lines would not be met 
by the number of citizens to be covered. So Lynn Gorton, proprietor of the community 
general store, decided to help out by connecting those in and near to the village of 
Munith. His company was called Weneeda Phone. 

 Somehow the Detroit News learned of this accomplishment and sent out photographer 
Kendrick Kimball to do a feature piece on the growing company. Kimball’s photographic results appeared in the 
Oct. 22, 1939, Detroit News pictorial section.

 Several years ago, Ruth Wellman, one-time editor/owner of the Stockbridge Town Crier, obtained a copy of 
that article. She turned it over to Sue Lindemer, who shared it with this author. To recap: Bell Telephone ran its first 
line to Stockbridge during the 1890s. The telephone operator for that system also operated out of a general store. 
In 1931, Rural Telephone Co. of Stockbridge was incorporated. Revenues were inadequate to keep lines in good 
condition, so service was less than the best. By 1952, the Fitchburg line was added to the Stockbridge line, and then 
Munith, Gregory, and Webberville were added. Gorton was part of the Stockbridge Rural Telephone Company. 

Photo credit to Kendrick Kimball, Detroit 
News photographer

(This material is available in A Corner of  Ingham County – Stockbridge, used frequently by this author for the early history of our community.)
 Lindemer recalls having an eight-party line when they first moved to Munith, way fewer than 50 years ago. With today’s convenient service to 

everywhere in the world, even those of us who can remember earlier times find it hard to believe how quickly the service has changed, but I will try to 
remember the next time I complain about my telephone service.

Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.
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Stockbridge Area Community 
Resource Guide expansion

For the past two years the Stockbridge Community News has published a Community 
Resource Guide in January.  The Guide includes basic information about what the 
particular group does and how they are a benefit to the community at large (Stockbridge 
Community School District). For the next few months we will be featuring a few of the 
organizations, their histories, origin and information they deem appropriate.

If you are one of the resources and would like to be featured or if you think your 
organization should be in the Guide, please contact Diane at Stockbridge Community 
News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, Michigan 48137 or email to: stockbridgecommunitynews@
gmail.com with Attention Diane in the subject line. The updated Guide remains available 
throughout the year on StockbridgeCommunityNews.Com.

The Munith Lions Club by Tina Cole-Mullins Friend of the Munith Lions
With over 65 years of service, the Munith Lions Club continues their endeavor of 

giving back to the community. One fine example was the grand reopening of the Munith 
Lions Park in Munith on Aug. 29, 2019. “It was a glorious day and all the people who 
were involved in the funding and the hard work of putting the park in its new condition 
were there.” President Glenn Buckmaster shared in the Friends of the Munith Lions 
Facebook group that Buckmaster created for non-members who would like to volunteer 
in activities throughout the year like putting up American flags in the summer and 
Christmas decoration at Christmas.

Chartered in 1953, the Lions Club is keeping its roar and sponsors community 
activities including their upcoming preparations for the Munith Halloween Parade and 
party on Saturday; Oct. 26, in which yearly they offer vision testing. After the parade, 
people gather in the Munith Methodist Church for refreshments and social interaction. 
The Munith Lions Club is guided by the motto, “We serve,” and organizes philanthropic 
events like White Cane Day. The organization helps people receive glasses, cornea 
surgery, and reader machines for the blind, in addition to providing other community-
oriented services.

The Munith Lions Club provides ongoing financial support to a wide range of 
organizations, events and foundations. The group supports Leader Dog for the Blind, 
Paws for a Cause, Lions of Michigan Foundation, Eversight, Organ Donations, Lions 
All State Band, Bear Lake Camp, Diabetes Awareness, Braille Transcribing, Radio 
Reading Services, Penrickton Center for Blind Children, Michigan Youth Academy, 
Project Kidsight, Winter Camp for the Blind and Youth Exchange as well as the Lion Ev 
Huttenlocher Scholarship for SHS.

Although a small club, they are very active. We are getting older and need some new 
younger members to keep these things going. Please think about joining “WE SERVE.” 
Munith Lions meet the second and fourth Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at Hankerd Inn, 10350 
Hankerd Road, Pleasant Lake. Contact: Glenn Buckmaster at 517-474-0294 or Bob and 
Char Chrisman at 517-596-2215, or email chrism39@frontier.com.

Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post 510 by Diane Rockall with approval of 
Post commander

Founded in 1947 the Mackinder-Glenn American Legion Post 510 continues to be 
one of the pillars of the Stockbridge community.  The post was named for two local 
residents who were killed in action during World War 1. These hometown heroes were 
Russell  Mackinder and  J.T. Glenn. Property for the post’s site was donated by William 
Domine, which caused the local Legion to purchase the balance of the land where the 
Legion stands at 830 S. Clinton St., Stockbridge.

The post consists of Legion Members (Veterans), SAL (Sons of the American Legion) 
ALR (American Legion Riders, a motorcycle group) and The Auxiliary.

Over the years, the post has sponsored a variety of activities ranging from baseball 
to oratory competitions as well as Poppy Day sales for disabled veterans and veterans 
having difficulty getting assistance from other sources or a hardship is placed upon them.  
They can be depended upon to provide memorial honor guards as needed for veterans’ 
funerals. They also host an annual Ceremony for Disposal of Unserviceable Flags every 
June. The legion does not march in the light parade, but they do have a trailer leading the 
parade. On Memorial Day, they have a program at the post and members then march to 
the cemetery, where a roll call of deceased veterans is done.

For the past few years, SAL has prepared a meal for veteran members and spouses on 
Veterans Day.  Also the Legion, SAL, ALR and the Auxiliary provide scholarships for 
relatives of members.

Ongoing social activities include: bingo, euchre, an annual Chili Cookout, Fish Fries, 
several times during the fall, winter and spring and Thursday night specials that rotate 
between tacos, sliders, chicken wings and Coney dogs.  Local members participate the 
Homecoming Parade in Stockbridge as well as in the Gregory Fourth of July parade.

As of this spring the eldest member was 92 and the youngest 36. There have been 50 
post commanders since Post 510 began.  The present commander is Jerry Kunzelman.

Since July 2019, any honorably discharged veteran who served after Dec. 7, 1941, is 
now able to join the American Legion and all are welcomed to do so.  Wartime service 
was previously required. The “Legion Act” as it is named was signed into law in July of 
2019.

Everyone is welcome to attend the games and the meals and to participate in any of 
the other activities provided throughout the year.

From the superintendent’s desk
Dear Parents and Community:
We are having a terrific start to the school year. We had a 

fantastic Homecoming week in September. It was impressive 
to see all of the school spirit and Panther pride at every school 
building in the district. 

October is upon us, and that means parent teacher 
conferences are on the horizon. Student success in education 
works best when we develop strong relationships with parents. 
We strongly encourage your participation at parent teacher 
conferences to strengthen this relationship. The following are 
upcoming dates and times for conferences:

Junior/Senior High Oct. 2 and Oct. 3 from 4-7 p.m.
Heritage Nov. 6 and Nov. 7 from 4-7 p.m.
Smith Nov. 13 and  Nov. 14 from 4-7 p.m.
As winter season approaches, it is always appropriate to remind parents what happens 

when school is closed or delayed. Generally, we make every effort to decide by 5:45 a.m. 
Stockbridge Community Schools operates on either a two-hour delay or full school day 
closure. During a two-hour delay, school operates two hours after the normal school start 
time. We announce closings and delays through a combination of districtwide all calls, 
email, social media, and text messaging. We also post delays or closings on WLNS Channel 
6 and WILX Channel 10.

Finally, I would like to welcome and introduce Jill Ogden as our new Board of 
Education member. Jill was selected to fill the vacant Board of Trustee position and will 
serve until the next regular school election. She is the current PTO President and has lived 
in the district for over eight years. Jill expressed, both in her letter of application to the 
Board of Education and in her interview, her passion for public education and interest in 
continuing to nurture a positive school culture and community pride for all students. Jill has 
five children in the school district.

Go Panthers!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 and has been 

the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.
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SHS 12th-grader builds benches 
along nature trail for Eagle Scout 
badge

Kaleb Adkins, a Stockbridge High 12th-grader, built four benches for use along the nature 
trail to fulfill his Eagle Scout badge requirement. 
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Soccer rolls to Stockbridge 
Invitational title

The Stockbridge Soccer team won its own Stockbridge Invitational. Picture provided by Stockbridge Soccer

by Keith Michaels
After a slow start to the 2019 season, the Stockbridge boys’ soccer team found its footing and rolled to 

three straight wins including a pair of wins to claim the Stockbridge Invitational title Saturday, Sept. 14.
The Panthers dropped their first six games of the season, but have been playing better of late.
Stockbridge opened the tournament with a 3-0 win over Barry County Christian.
Junior Luke Suojanen scored a pair of goals to lead the Panthers and assisted on Jonah Huskey’s goal. The 

Panther defense and goaltender Adam Twining were stellar, keeping BCC at bay. Twining came away with 12 
saves in net.

In the championship, the Panthers cruised to a 6-1 win over Bellevue.
Huskey led the offense with a hat trick of three goals. Suojanen also collected a hat trick and added an 

assist. Keepers Twining and RJ Fillmore combined to stop eight shots in net.
“Our defense was on fire,” assistant coach Bill Suojanen said. “Junior captains Isaac Lance and Ben Young, 

and sophomore Jeff Rogers anchored the defense with numerous steals and cutting off the opposing offenses.”
The Panthers opened the week by picking up their first win of the season over Ypsilanti Arbor Prep 3-1.
The offensive leaders were once again Suojanen with two goals and Huskey with one.
“We have limited subs so most of the team play the whole 80 minutes,” coach Brent Young said. “I’ve been 

impressed by how they have come together and worked as a team.”

Zack Wilson goes high for a header against Maple Valley. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Jonah Huskey celebrates a goal against Maple Valley. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Cross Country teams running hard, Tolson
sets school record

by Keith Michaels
Another race, another school record for Stockbridge sophomore Rylee Tolson.
Tolson flew through the course in a record time of 18:12 to shatter her own school record which she set the previous week at South Lyon by 16 seconds. The time of 18:12 is the eighth 

fastest time in the state for girls’ cross country in 2019 in all divisions.
The first-place finish by Tolson helped the Lady Panthers earn a third-place finish at the Springport Invite. Stockbridge finished with 80 points, behind Coldwater with 69 and Marshall 

37.
Junior Brianna Hill finished fifth in 21:06 for the Panthers, while sophomore Kaitelyn Walker was 18th in 21:56.
Freshman Grace Niec set aa PR with a time of 23:10 and finished 25th, while senior Rachel Owen was 31st in 23:48. Senior Isabelle Bliss set a PR with a time of 23:52 and finished 

third, while senior Anna Schlaff was 40th in 25:17.
The boys’ team with no seniors in their top seven, came away with a fourth place finish at Springport.
The Panthers finished with 134 points, behind Marshall 85, Chelsea 78, and Hanover-Horton 24.
Five of the seven runners for the Panthers ran PR’s.
See Cross on page 21.
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They were led by sophomore Dalton Satkowiak with an 18:13 and 21st-place finish. He took 16 seconds off his previous best time.
Freshman Micah Bolton knocked 57 seconds off his best time and finished 23rd in 18:22, while freshman Collin Cook knocked 34 seconds off his previous best to finish 25th in 18:30.
Junior Andy Schlaff finished 27th in 18:37, followed by junior Brock Jones with a time of 19:21 and a 36th-place finish.
Sophomore Ben Chapman PR’d with a time of  19:39, 30 seconds better than his previous best and finished 40th, while sophomore Brandon Howlett was 41st with a PR of 19:44, knocking five seconds 

off his previous best time.
The teams competed in the Bret Clements Bath Invitational Saturday, Sept. 7 and came away with some strong finishes.
The boys’ team finished 10th out of 17 teams in Division 3. The Panthers finished with a team score of 237 in the race won by Hanover-Horton with 40.
Satkowiak medaled with a 28th-place finish in 18:17 to lead the Panthers.
Bolton just missed the top 30 with a 31st-place finish and a PR time of 18:18. Andy Schlaff finished 58th in 19:07, while Jones was 61st in 19:13.
Cameron Brewer ran a PR of 19:27 and finished 68th and Chapman was 75th in 19:47. Jeff Debozy finished 90th in 20:25, Jonah Coffman 94th in 20:31, Brendan Wright 97th in 20:45, and Howlett 98th 

in 20:50.
The girls came home with an impressive fourth-place finish. They finished with a score of 138. They finished behind three state-ranked teams. D4 #1 ranked Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart finished third 

with 104 points, D3 #8 ranked McBain was second with 88 points, and D3 #4 ranked Pewamo-Westphalia won with 56.
Tolson led the Panthers by bringing home another first-place finish with a time of 18:37. She finished over one minute ahead of the second-place runner.
The big improvement for the Panthers came in Walker. She set a PR by cutting nine seconds off her previous best, finishing with a time of 21:34 and medaled with a 21st-place finish.
Hill medaled with a 24th-place finish in 21:54, while Owen was 53rd in 23:29. Niec was 55th in 23:36 and Anna Schlaff 77th in 24:48. Peyton Killinger finished 81st in 25:11.8, Hailey Howard 82nd in 

25:11.9, and Hannah Breslin 87th in 25:27.

Cross page 20

Volleyball opens season by 
winning Olivet invite

The Stockbridge volleyball team won the Olivet Invitational Title. Picture 
provided by Stockbridge Volleyball

by Keith Michaels
With seven returning players and a 

new coach, people didn’t know what to 
expect with the 2019 Stockbridge varsity 
volleyball team.

After one weekend, the Panthers 
have people’s heads turning as they won 
the Olivet Invitational to start off the 
season for new coach Amy Knepley.

Knepley may be new to the Panthers 
this season, but she is not new to the 
area as she coached for the Panthers 
volleyball from 2000-2011. She 
stepped down when her daughter, Sami, 
graduated after a strong volleyball career 
for the Panthers.

“I know Lakewood is a state power 
and they are the one to shoot for in the 
GLAC,” she said. “We have a talented 
and experienced team and I would like to 

think that we could shoot for them. Other than that, I really don’t know much about the rest of the conference.”
You can bet the conference now has its eyes on the Panthers after bringing home the hardware from GLAC rival 

Olivet’s home tournament.
The Panthers didn’t start the strongest in pool play, splitting all three matches against Eaton Rapids, Springport, and 

Constantine. The three splits were good enough to move the Panthers on to bracket play with a second-place finish in the 
pool.

Stockbridge got stronger in bracket play as they defeated Owosso 25-19, 25-12 in the quarterfinals.
They would move on to face undefeated and top seed Decatur in the semifinals and took the first game 27-25 in 

exciting fashion. The momentum carried over to the second set as they dominated Decatur 25-14 to move on to the finals.
The championship game was a rematch with Springport. The teams had split their game in pool play and the finals 

were just as exciting.
Both sets were close and hard-fought by both teams, but the Panthers came out on top in both, winning 25-23, 25-23 to 

win the title.
Junior Grace Hall was a force at the net leading the Panthers with 43 kills on the day. She was also strong on the 

defensive side with a team high 18 digs.
Senior Kaylie Sheperd led the team with 44 service points and added 20 kills, and 14 digs, while Breanna Salyer added 

24 points. Maddy Mazuca led the team in assists with 66.
“With the talent we have, I think we can turn the program around and this was an exciting way to start the season,” 

Knepley said.
The Panthers have four returning seniors in Shepard, Salyer, Sylvia Whitt, and Tyler Showerman.
Hall, Mazuca, and Molly Nichols are retuning juniors, while Carissa Heinzman is a first-year junior and two 

sophomores moved up to varsity in Brooklyn Rochow and Gwen Rogozinski.
After the season-opening tournament win, the volleyball team has hit a bit of a rough patch by going 0-5-1 in a pair of 

matches.
The Panthers hosted Marshall and Union City in a tri-meet Aug. 27 and dropped both matches. They fell to Union City 

21-25, 20-25 and to Marshall 18-25, 20-25.
Hall led the Panthers with three kills against Union City. Mazuca, Rogozinski, and Sheperd collected five service 

points each, while Sayler had three digs.
Hall had a big game against Marshall with six kills, five service points, and three digs. Molly Nichols and Sayler had 

four service points each, Mazuca nine assists, Sheperd and Tyler Showerman two kills each.
Stockbridge then traveled to Marshall for 5-team meet and went 0-3-1 in the round-robin matches.
The Panthers split with Eaton Rapids 25-16, 11-25 and dropped matches to Kalamazoo Christian 20-25, 15-25, 

Marshall 16-25, 16-25, and Sparta 15-25, 15-25.
Hall led the team with 25 kills and 20 digs. Mazuca dished out 24 assists and record 12 service points, while Nichols 

had 15 digs. Rogozinski had 10 service point and Nichols recorded 11.

Football off to slow start

Hunter Thayer looks to get around a block by 
Noah Robidou. Photo credit Keith Michaels

by Keith Michaels
Going into the 

season, the Stockbridge 
football team knew 
the early part of their 
schedule was going to 
be tough and after three 
games it was just that 
as the Panthers fell to 
GLAC power Olivet 
39-6 in the home opener 
Sept. 13 to fall to 0-3 
overall on the season.

The Panther 
schedule to start the 
season had two state 
playoff teams in Grass 
Lake and Olivet, and a 
team that just missed the 

playoffs in Dundee and the Panthers struggled in all three games.
Against Olivet, the Panthers used a slow-paced offense, letting the play 

clock run below five seconds nearly every play to try to slow down the high-
powered Eagles offense. Olivet was averaging 41 points a game going into the 
contest and the slow down game by the Panthers worked for a while.

The Panthers defense slowed the Eagles early in the first quarter, but 
could not make the big play to get off the field. They forced a 4th and 8 on the 
first drive only to have Olivet go for it and convert on a long run to set up a 
touchdown pass for a 7-0 lead.

Olivet would score one more time before the end of the first for a 14-0 lead 
after one.

The Panthers converted a long pass play to move to the Olivet 35 yard line 
but shot themselves in the foot with three straight penalties and a quarterback 
sack to set up second and 45 and the drive would stall.

Olivet would score twice more before the end of the half, with one of the 
scores a 58 yard TD run on fourth down to take a 27-0 lead into the break.

The Eagles would add to their lead with a TD run early in the third to make 
it 33-0 before the Panthers would find paydirt.

Brandon Nelson found the endzone on a 12 yard run in the third to cut the 
lead to 33-6, but that is as close as the Panthers would get.

Nelson finished 18 of 29 passing for 149 yards and two interceptions.
Cody Freiermuth caught six passes for 65 yards, while Riley Kennedy 

caught three for 34. Jeremy Pilch caught two for 26, Hunter Thayer four for 22, 
and Brad Niec one for 2. Josh Lewis led the team in rushing with 47 yards on 
five attempts.

Pilch led the defense with six tackles and two assists, while Thayer had five 
solo tackles.

The Panthers opened the season by falling to Grass Lake 58-12 in a game 
that was called in the second half due to thunderstorms that hit the area.

The defense once again struggled to stop its opponent as Grass Lake racked 
up 371 total yards and recorded five touchdown passes.

Grass Lake jumped out to a 14-0 lead in the first quarter before the Panthers 
struck back. Nelson hit Freiermuth with a 69-yard scoring pass to make it 14-6, 
but the two-point conversion failed.

The Warriors answered before the end of the quarter to make it 21-6 and it 
was all Grass Lake from there.

Grass Lake would score three more times and a safety made it 44-6 before 
the Nelson to Freiermuth connection hooked up once again, this time for 44 
yards to make it 44-12.

The Warriors would add two more scores before the storms rolled in and 
called off the rest of the game making the final 58-12.

Nelson finished 11-25 passing for 174 yards and two scores.
Freiermuth finished with four catches for 135 yards and two scores, while 

Noah Robidou caught four for 31 yards. Kennedy rushed for 21 yards to lead the 
team.

Ty Ayers had four solo tackle and seven assists to lead the defense. Kennedy 
added four tackles and four assists, while Dom Hamlett had four tackles and two 
assists and Lewis two tackles and six assists.
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