
Family Medicine of Stockbridge to close this 
fall. St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea president and 
CEO answers community’s questions

by Hope Salyer
Pull open the heavy door, step into the 

building and the all too familiar scent of 
antiseptic and hand sanitizer wafts through 
your nose. The sound of the “Today Show” 
anchors can be heard over laughter and 
talking behind the office window. Step up to 
the registration area, and all of the normality 
of a doctor’s office fades away. Instead of a 
receptionist barely glancing up while asking 
for your driver’s license and insurance card, 
one of three receptionists, Michelle Feasel, 
Michelle (Shelly) Pargoff or Lisa Schneider 

Family Medicine of Stockbridge will close its doors on Sept. 27, 
2019. Photo credit Tammy Salyer
looks at you with a smile on her face and greets you by name. While checking in at the window, your neighbor 
and best friend’s mom walks through the door and says hello.

This is what Family Medicine of Stockbridge patients have grown accustomed to. So when it was 
announced that the St. Joseph Mercy/Trinity Health-owned office was to close this fall, to say it was a 
complete shock to the office’s 1,600 patients is an understatement.

See Office on page 11.

Cynthia Dupuis honored as 
Sparrow Hospital’s Nurse of 
the Year

SHS students tour ancient capitals. Photo courtesy of Tim Salow

by Cindy Lance
June 29, a local group ventured across the Atlantic ocean for a nine-

day, historically jam-packed trip to the ancient Mediterranean. The EF 
Tours-coordinated trip, led by Stockbridge High School history teacher 
Tim Salow and wife Sarah, began in Greece with the travelers spending 
their first two days visiting the Acropolis and the Acropolis museum.

Day two took them to Delphi, famous as the ancient seat of Pythia, 
the oracle ancient Greeks consulted about important decisions.

See Tour on page 5.

Local trapshooter wins big at Michigan 
Trapshooting Association Championship

Dick Martell, left, and Brad Martell, 
right, the Michigan parent/child 
champions for the 16 yard “singles” 
event, pose for a picture.  Photo credit 
Jessica Martell

by Jessica Martell
On Saturday, July 6, Brad Martell, a resident of Munith and 

secretary/treasurer of the Munith Rod and Gun trapshooting club, 
competed in the “State Singles Championship” competition at the 
Michigan Trapshooting Association in Mason, Mich. This 200-target 
event, during which single targets are thrown mechanically for shooters 
standing 16 yards away, is broken into 8 rounds of 25 targets.  Martell 
broke all 175 targets during the first 7 rounds of the competition.  
Martell was hoping to earn his first-ever 200-straight, but, as he tells it, 
“God had other plans.”  As the squad took position for the last round, 
a storm rolled in, accompanied by steady rain and strong winds, which 
affected the speed and trajectory of the clay targets. Martell dropped 
two targets in his last round, but his score of 198, combined with his 
father Dick Martell’s 195 earned them the Michigan Parent/Child 
Championship for the second year in a row, and it earned him a spot in 
the shoot-off for the runner-up champion of Michigan against two other 

by Joan Tucker
Cynthia Dupuis began her medical 

career 25 years ago at Lansing’s Sparrow 
Hospital, starting in the Tissue Bank 
and then working as a Patient Care Tech 
(PCT). As a PCT, she discovered her 
love of nursing. The one-on-one care 
and support she could give her patients 
was the most meaningful part of her job, 
allowing her “to be fully present during 
some of the most challenging times of a 
patient’s life.” 

Ten years after beginning her PCT 
career, Cyndi attended Eastern Michigan 
University and received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Nursing. During her senior 
year in nursing school, she precepted with 
an ICU Nurse, Dena Crawford, at Chelsea 
Hospital. 

See Nurse on page 5. 

resident competitors, Mikey Bredin and Larry Holmes III.  
During round 1 of the shoot-off, both Martell and Bredin dropped one target, leaving the title of runner-

up champion to junior shooter Holmes.  However, Martell’s evening wasn’t over.  He and Bredin still had a 
tie to break to see who would take home the trophy for AA Champion.  Interestingly, they found themselves 
in a similar position last year, and during that matchup Bredin bested Martell.  This time, however, Martell 
was putting up more of a fight.  As shoot-offs go, this one was epic.  After an additional 100 broken targets, 
Martell and Bredin were still tied with no misses, so the MTA officials conferred with the shooters, and they 
all agreed to increase the speed of the targets to make it more challenging for the contenders.  During the sixth 
and final round of the shoot-off, fatigue appeared to get the better of Bredin as he dropped first one, and then a 
second target.  Martell dropped his very last target, but at that point, it didn’t matter.  Brad Martell was the AA 
champion of Michigan for the second year in a row. 

Cynthia Dupuis recently 
honored receiving Nurse of 
the Year Award at Sparrow 
Hospital. Photo credit Kathi 
Mitchell, Okemos Studio of 
Photography

Local travelers tour 
history-steeped Mediterranean
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Waterloo Farm Museum’s Blacksmiths, 
Soldiers and Log Cabin Weekend

“Banjo” Mike Evans picks a tune. 
Photo credit Jenny Smith

by Jenny Smith
Young men in blue leveled their muskets and knelt among the trees 

near their encampment, but luckily for those in attendance, no blood 
was shed during last weekend’s Blacksmiths, Soldiers, and Log Cabin 
Weekend at the Waterloo Farm and Dewey School Museum.

Instead visitors were treated to an enthusiastic show of Civil War 
military history shared by the Union re-enactment groups 5th Michigan 
Infantry, Austin Blair Camp #7, and the Tiger Light Guard. From time to 
time, they broke ranks to stroll about the grounds or parade in formation. 
Wandering back down the hill offered opportunities to watch camp life 
unfold as soldiers socialized around the cook pot or lounged on bedrolls 
shaded by the canvas and skillfully crafted wares in their down time.

The main grounds of the farm were occupied with the more eclectic 
encampments and over a dozen blacksmith forges. Perhaps the most 
impressive was the primitive canvas and wood camp of smith Rob 
Bentley and his sons.

This author, also a demonstrator, had hauled out a reproduction vardo 
(gypsy caravan) to camp in, while guests were invited to enjoy the shade 
of the awning to watch the blacksmithing. A rotating variety of artists 
from MABA (Michigan Artist Blacksmiths Association) occupied the 
farm’s permanent shop, as the museum’s current volunteer blacksmith, 
Chris St. Charles, was temporarily set up at one of the many portable 
forges. Beautiful items were on display and the skilled hands of veteran 

blacksmiths and students alike were busy creating new ones.
Several re-enactors wandered the grounds in historical costume. Ian and Helga Allen and their children set 

up a small day camp and tethered a pair of goats nearby, much to the delight of children passing through.
Flintknapper Dan Hovater helped visitors chip away stone and glass with antlers to create arrowheads. 

Roger Kerr showcased a display of medical equipment and tinctures. 
Among the other displays were Jim Hunt’s fascinating spread of items 
from General Custer’s 7th Cavalry, the Cassel family’s collection of 
antique flat irons and blacksmith-made tools.

Great music throughout the weekend was provided by “Banjo” Mike 
Evans, A2B2 “Ann Arbor Bluegrass Band,” Eddie Joseph’s Jug Band, 
Angus O.F. the Scottish bard and bagpiper, and Jerry Kloock on his 
dulcimer. At times fellow musicians joined Banjo Mike and even stirred 

Re-enactors wander the grounds in 
historical dress. Photo credit 
Jenny Smith

up a jig among soldiers.
As usual, the house was open for tours, and gift 

shop and outbuildings were open as well. A talented 
team of cooks prepared concessions to keep everyone 
satisfied and hydrated. The next event will be Antique 
Tractor, Truck, and Farm Equipment Show Aug. 10 
and 11.

If you are interested in volunteering with the 
museum as a demonstrator, re-enactor, docent, or 
behind the scenes, check out the Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com/WaterlooFarmMuseum.
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Meet and greet new librarian Aug. 20

Friends board members L to R: Janine 
Falk, Jan Dunlap, Eileen Conti and Kathy 
Porzsolt. Photo credit Jo Mayer

by Jo Mayer
July 3 marked a get-to-know-you gathering for the Friends 

of the Stockbridge Library.  New Stockbridge Branch Head 
Librarian, Sherri McConnell tested Stockbridge’s iconic Rob’s 
Pizza and enjoyed some freshly picked salad greens from 
Friends’ President Eileen Conti’s garden.  Member Kathy 
Porzsolt decorated the table with tablecloths and freshly cut 
flowers and Janine Falk rounded out the menu with scrumptious 
brownies. 

McConnell was eager to learn about the Friends programs, 
particularly the upcoming August book sale, the rotating art 
displays (currently displaying art by Carolyn Pascoe), the 
annual  Silent Auction in November and the Holiday Open 
House. 

The Friends and McConnell decided to host a public “Meet & Greet” at the library to introduce Sherri.  It 
is scheduled for Tuesday, Aug. 20, from 4 to 6 p.m.  All are welcome to stop by, say hello and enjoy some 
light refreshments.   The next regular meeting of the Friends of the Stockbridge Library was also set for 
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 4 p.m. at the library.

Independent ‘Independence Day 
Celebration’ hosted by Tarr Family of 
Patterson Lake

The Tarr family. Family provided photo

by Tina Cole-
Mullins

In a time 
when public 
and community 
Independence Day 
celebrations are 
becoming nostalgic 
memories, 
Patterson Lake’s 
annual fireworks 
celebration 
continues to 
grow. Hosted 
by Jack Tarr, his 
wife Theresa, 
their children and 

grandchildren, their annual 4th of July celebration has become a true family affair and is open to the public.
When asked how long they have been hosting the Patterson Lake fireworks, Tarr thought back. “It has been 

at least 35 years that we have put on a notable show,” he said.
It wasn’t intended to be such an extravaganza, but each year a friendly little game of who could put on the 

best show for their large families began to play out between the Tarrs and their neighbors Bob and Joan Engle.
Tarr shared some history of how it all began.“Well, you know I have a large bunch of kids and grandkids – 

Bob and Joan have even more, until one year Bob said we should join together for one show. Bob is no longer 
with us but his wife Joan and her family continue to help out.”

For many, it’s just a celebration. But to the Tarr family and those who help, it is an event that takes months 
of preparation with year round planning.

See Tarr on page 10.

Recycling and marijuana 
ordinance discussed at 
Stockbridge Township 
Board meeting

by Mary Wilson
At the July 15 Stockbridge Township Board meeting, called to order 

by Supervisor C.G. Lantis, all board members were present to talk about 
the improvements to the cannon on the Township Square, renovation 
of new offices, replacement of the eyebrow (the wooden piece atop the 
peak of the Township Hall), and MDOT redoing Clinton Street from 
the main four corner to intersection of M-52 and M-106…and they put 
the marihuana (state spelling of marijuana) ordinance on the agenda for 
their upcoming Aug. 19 meeting.

“Recycling is a service I really want to continue to provide to the 
township,” Lantis stated in the face of challenges. The township first 
started recycling services through Titan Company, but the firm stopped 
doing recycling. Another company had to be found, and Granger was 
contracted.

But objects are put in the container that shouldn’t go there. Users 
aren’t always breaking down cardboard and recyclables are being 
deposited in plastic bags, which are not recyclable. Also, businesses are 
dumping things. The service is for Stockbridge Township residents, that 
includes the village. The board has tried putting up signs, and now they 
are putting up high-quality cameras to observe violators.

 “If this doesn’t correct issues, the board may have to start offering 
the recycling container only one Saturday a month,” Lantis said, but he 
added that he hopes that won’t become necessary. 

Clerk Becky Muraf recommended recyclers place their objects in 
paper bags. When at the recycle containers, “dump the bag and put the 
empty paper bag in the container,” she suggested.

The board decided to put the marihuana ordinance on the agenda 
for discussion at its Aug. 19 meeting. This ordinance was developed to 
provide regulation for marihuana commercial operations in Stockbridge 
Township and includes both recreational and medical marihuana.

Stockbridge and Waterloo Townships are teaming up for a joint 
clean-up day on Sept. 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the SAESA parking 
lot.

The Stockbridge Township Board welcomes the public to attend 
its monthly meetings, the third Monday of each month. During each 
meeting, residents are allotted two times on the agenda to express 
comments.
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Stockbridge Area Community Resource Guide expansion
Introduction by Diane Rockall
For the past two years the Stockbridge Community News has published a Community 

Resource Guide each January.  The guide includes basic information about what a particular 
group does and how that group benefits the community at large (Stockbridge Community 
School District).  The guide includes meeting times and locations as well as requirements 
for membership or involvement. For the next few months, we will be featuring a few of the 
organizations, their history, origin and related information.  

If you or your organization should be in the Guide, please contact Diane at Stockbridge 
Community News, P.O. Box 83, Gregory, Michigan 48137 or stockbridgecommunitynews@
gmail.com. Featured in this edition are the Stockbridge Lions, Stockbridge Community 
Outreach, and the Stockbridge Area Arts Council.

Stockbridge Lions Club: by Eric Holmes, immediate past president
The Stockbridge Lions Club’s primary purpose is to assist the vision impaired. The club 

helps provide glasses to those who can not afford them, raises funds to help organizations 
like Leader Dogs for the Blind, and other programs, both national and international to help 
those with vision impairment.

The Lions also assist the local community by helping groups and projects such as: 
Stockbridge Outreach, Dora’s Cupboard, Stockbridge Robotics Team, The Journalism 
Team, scholarships, and more. The club also organizes the events Sundaes with Santa and 
the Easter egg hunt. Lions Club members are involved in community events such as Day in 
the Village, All Clubs Day, and The Light parade.

The Stockbridge Lions  club currently has approximately 50 members. They meet the 
first Tuesday of the month from September thru May at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the 
Village Hall.

The requirements for membership are a positive attitude and a willingness to help make 
our community a better place. The local branch of the club has been in existence for over 50 
years.

Current Officers for 2019-2020:
President: Julie Chappel
1st. Vice President: Lance Chapman
Secretary: Michael St. Dennis
Treasurer Program Acct.: Lyneen St. Dennis
Treasurer Administration Acct.: Rich Mullins
Directors: David Blanchard, Kathleen Mullins, Bill Stickney, Cathy Snider
Membership Chair: Gordie Kunzelman
Sight and Hearing Chairperson: Charles Wisman
Stockbridge Community Outreach: by Karen Smith

“The difference between a boss and a leader: A boss says, ‘Go!’ A leader says, ‘Let’s 
go!’” –E. M. Kelly

And so it was with a group of citizens and clergymen who responded to the growing 
needs of the community during the recession of the 1980s and gathered to form a 
community assistance organization called Stockbridge Community Outreach. The first 
food pantry was located in the basement of a church, later moving to a room in the middle 
school. At that time, Outreach was open once a week.

Donors raised funds to purchase a portable  building and placed it in the parking lot 
behind the old Middle School. Outreach did business from this location for decades.  In 
August 2018, Outreach moved to the Stockbridge Activity Center (former Stockbridge 
Middle School), where they now occupy four rooms (numbers 120, 121, 122, and 115).  

Although food and clothing has always been the mainstay of Outreach, various other 
services have changed to meet the needs of the community over the years.

The organization currently offers the following services:  
• Food
• Free donated clothing and small household goods
• Utility assistance
• Housing assistance
• Transportation assistance in the form of gas vouchers and car repairs
• Prescription assistance
• School weekend backpack food program(tide Me Over) (Partially funded by a grant 

from 5 Healthy Towns Foundation, plus many donations from area groups & individuals).
• Summer Tide Me Over food bags
• Fresh Food Initiative (weekly summer distribution)
• Government food distribution
• Coupons for Open Air Market, our local farmer’s market
• Milk coupons
• Holiday food and gift program (Thanksgiving and Christmas)
• Referrals

• Benefit specialist provided by Chelsea St. Joe’s which helps with applying for 
assistance

Office hours are Mondays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Wednesdays 1 to 6 p.m.  
Contact information:  Phone:  517-851-7285 Email: outreach49285@gmail.com             
Mailing address:  Stockbridge Community Outreach, P.O. Box 682, Stockbridge, MI  

49285
Stockbridge Area Arts Council: by Dick Borden– President, SAAC
Since 1990, the Stockbridge Area Arts Council has enjoyed providing the best in 

entertainment and educational programs to Stockbridge and surrounding communities. 
From Dixieland jazz to dramatic readings of Charles Dickens; from operatic arias to banjo-
picking bluegrass; from brass bands and string orchestras to community choruses – along 
with children’s concerts, annual art shows, and school assemblies, our goal has been to 
bring the arts in all formats to the general public, free of charge.

The SAAC also provides student scholarship opportunities. This year it presented a 
$500 scholarship to Stockbridge HS senior Haley Gipson, who is studying this summer at 
Western Michigan University. 

In 2019, our activities have included the annual SAAC Art Show on the weekend of A 
Day in the Village, co-sponsoring Marketplace Music on the Town Square, and a karaoke 
dodgeball competition at Heritage School. This year, the SAAC established the annual Mike 
Jones Award for contributions to the arts, in honor of Jones, who devoted much of his time 
and talents to our community. Our inaugural recipient was Paul Crandall, a tireless advocate 
for the arts during the past 25 years.

On Sept. 9, the SAAC Stockbridge Festival Chorus will begin practicing in preparation 
for a joyous Holiday Concert, Nov. 16 and 17 in the Township Hall. Rehearsals will be held 
each Monday from 7 to 9 p.m. in the music room of Heritage School. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is invited to lend a voice to our community chorus. For more information, please 
call 517-851-7671 and leave a message.

The concert will be held on Saturday, Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 17 at 2 p.m.
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Rural perspectives
by Rose Collison
As summer heat roars on, now is the 

time to sit under a shade tree and watch 
dragonflies zip by and butterflies flutter 
around flowers. Listen to bullfrogs croak in 
the ponds. Among the variety of dragonflies 
and butterflies, trying to catch a glimpse of 
them can be challenging. Trying to get a 
good picture is a trick all its own.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community 
Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer 
photographer and manages the Where’s Waldo contest. 
She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a 
number of years.

Twelve spotted skimmer 
stopped for a break on a 
weed. Photo credit 
Rose Collison Swallowtail butterfly. Photo credit Rose Collison

Marshall Motors hosts annual ‘Cancer 
Cruise’ benefit

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Inclement weather gave way to a perfect day for the annual 

cancer benefit Saturday, June 22 at the home of Don and Cindy 
Marshall. Local classic car and vintage memorabilia enthusiasts 
know the Marshall’s Grass Lake home as a private car museum. 
Here, the couple combine their love for classic cars with giving 
back to the community, and Don’s passion for automobiles 
becomes evident with each museum piece.

“We had a phenomenal turnout this year, and because of that 
we will be writing a check to the American Cancer Society for 
$3,200. We beat last year’s donation by $1,150,” said Cindy 
Marshall, a former Stockbridge resident and co-coordinator of 
Marshall Motors Cancer Benefit Cruise-In. “Simply, we wanted 
to give back to the community. Our third year of donations went 
to a local family, our fourth and fifth years’ donations went to 
St. Jude Foundation.”

In 2018, the sixth year of the event, more than a 100 cars 
attended, and this year’s totals exceeded expectations, drawing 

roughly 160 cars.
Monetary proceeds are gathered through the sales of T-shirts, through items donated from local businesses 

that are then raffled, and through a nominal $10 fee in which spectators may “burn out” in the Cancer 
Awareness Car, the Dragon Wagon.

The names of those who are currently fighting the fight and in memory of those who lost the battle are 
displayed on the Cancer Awareness Car. “Allen Holbrook, a dear friend who lost his fight last June shortly 
before the car show is one such name,” Cindy Marshall explained.

She shared in a heartfelt thank you to his wife, Rhonda Holbrook, and daughter Alisa Meade, who attended 

Don and Cindy Marshall. Photo credit Tina 
Cole-Mullins

Dragon Wagon. Photo credit Tina Cole-Mullins

with Alan Holbrook’s truck, a gift he bestowed to Meade before 
his passing.

Only one award is handed out each year, Cindy’s Pick, and 
this year’s award went to Tina Mell Ambs’ 1968 Mustang. 
Ambs’ car also won “Best Paint” in the 2013 Big B’s Memorial 
Cruise-in for Brian Mogan at Stockbridge Bowl.

In addition to the Marshalls’ notable charitable contributions 
to their communities, their cars have gained the attention of 
movie and commercial producers.

“I don’t remember the first movie,” Cindy Marshall said, 
“but we have probably rented cars to at least a dozen movies and commercials.” Some of the movies she 
recalled included “The Last Night” with Mark Wahlberg, “Stone” with Robert DeNiro, “Love and Honor” 
with Liam Hemsworth, and “Conviction” with Hilary Swank.

If you missed  this event and would like to help support Cancer Awareness, join Marshall Motors at 
the Arctic Breakaway in Chelsea, Aug. 4 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for their third annual Cancer Cruise-in & 
American Veterans tribute. For more family fun, join Marshall Motors and Tylutki Farms Trunk or Treat, Oct. 
19 from 4 to 7 p.m., or visit Friends of Marshall Motors Classics on Facebook for event information 
and updates.

As a mentor, Dena displayed the work ethic and values that inspired 
Cyndi to become a Certified Critical Care Nurse (CCRN), and she 
currently maintains her certification as a CCRN. 

After graduation, Cyndi began her RN career on the Stroke and 
Neuro-Trauma Intensive Care Unit and then transitioned to the Critical 
Care Float team. In addition to her current position as a critical care float 
nurse, she also teaches Basic Life Support, Advanced Cardiovascular 
Life Support, and Pediatric Life Support through the Sparrow Training 
Center.

When asked how she achieved Sparrow’s 2019 Nurse of the Year 
award, Cyndi felt that her Christian faith guided her to be a good 
listener, granted her patience, and helped her provide the kind of care 
she would want her loved ones to receive. 

Nurse page 1

The group then took a 
ferry to Bari, Italy. There 
they visited St. Nicholas 
Basilica and the Sorrento 
region with its tight roads 
and breathtaking vistas. 
The island of Capri, 
known as the resort 
of the ancient Roman 
emperors, stood out for 
its beauty, clear water and 
mountainous backdrop.

During a visit to 
Pompei, the group viewed 
interesting statues and 
structures. The final 

Tour page 1

SHS students in Europe. Photo credit Tim Salow
stop in Rome provided firsthand experiences in the Coliseum, Vatican, 
Roman Forum, and St. Paul’s Basilica. The scene where Caesar was 
brutally murdered came to life as the travelers stood at the base of the 
Trevi Fountain. The tour concluded with a tour through the catacombs, 
ancient underground burial places under Rome consisting of at least 40 
sacred sites, some discovered only in recent decades.

SHS senior Paige Wooden described the trip as highly interesting. 
“I loved learning about other people’s culture and history. One of my 
favorite parts was Capri. The water was beautiful.”

Junior Isaac Lance “loved every aspect of the trip,” he said, “and 
especially learning more about Roman history. It was truly captivating.”

Tim Salow concluded the trip was a success. “Participants saw the 
most iconic sights of Rome, Athens, and many more cities. We enjoyed 
the Mediterranean Sea, visited the island resort of the ancient Roman 
emperors, and ate gelato nearly every night.”

He said he is already looking forward to their next trip to other 
exciting parts of Europe in a couple of years.

Randy Gladstone: Researching Michigan 
photographers for over 24 years

Randy Glastone The Art of Light. Pho-
to provided by Randy Gladstone

by Diane Rockall
Picture a serious, professional photographer captivated with 

historical photos and photographers. Next, imagine this artist making 
a living and building a life around taking and cataloging photographs 
of Michigan photographers. Randy Gladstone, born and raised in 
Plainfield, Mich. and a 1980 graduate of Stockbridge High School, fits 
this description to a T.

Working as a professional photographer, Gladstone has covered 790 
weddings, numerous graduations, anniversary parties, reunions and 
other events. Over the years, he collected old photographs and began 
to catalog information about photographers, particularly Michigan 
photographers from 1842 to 1920.

After many years of solo work, he joined forces with another, more 
senior collector, Dave Tinder. 

See Gladstone on page 9.
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Aug. 1 - Arts and Crafts with Colleen (Ages 10 to 18), 11 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Library
Aug. 1 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Aug. 2 - Activities in the Park, 11 a.m. to noon at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park
Aug. 2 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 2 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 2 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 3 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 5 - SRSLY in the Park, 6 to 8 p.m. at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park
Aug. 7 - Reach for the Stars (Ages 3 to 6), 10:30 to 11:15 
a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Aug. 8 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Aug. 9 - Activities in the Park, 11 a.m. to noon at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park
Aug. 9 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 9 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 9 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 10 - Antique Truck, Tractor and Farm Equipment 
weekend at the Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 10 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 15 - Meet Up and Eat Up: Lunch at the Library, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Aug. 15 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Aug. 16 - Activities in the Park, 11 a.m. to noon at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park

Community Calendar
Aug. 16 - Meet Up and Eat Up: Lunch at the Library, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
Aug. 16 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 16 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 16 - Family Game Night, 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 16 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 17 - EAA chapter 55 Mason Aviation Day, 7:30 to 11 
a.m. at the Mason Jewett Airport
Aug. 17 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 22 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Aug. 23 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 23 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 23 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 24 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 29 - Celebrate Recovery, 7 to 9 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church
Aug. 30 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum
Aug. 30 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Township Square
Aug. 30 - Market Music Series, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Township Square
Aug. 31 - Waterloo Farm Museum Tours, 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Waterloo Farm Museum

For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com



Stockbridge Community NewsAugust 2019 7

Keshava Demerath-Shanti: ‘This I Believe’ contest
This I Believe is a juggernaut dating back nearly 70 years. Initiated by Edward R. Murrow and revived 

by National Public Radio, This I Believe is now its own entity, which, according to the official website, is 
“an independent, not-for-profit organization that engages youth and adults from all walks of life in writing, 
sharing, and discussing brief essays about the core values that guide their daily lives.”

Stockbridge High School students have been participating in our local This I Believe project for well over 
a decade. It is a daunting task to solidify one’s beliefs by putting them down in writing, to say nothing of 
sharing them aloud with peers and submitting them for publication in the community newspaper. We continue 
to be inspired by the depth of insight and humanity articulated by our local teenagers. This month’s entry 
wraps up the submissions from the 2018-2019 school year. As we gear up for the new school year, we look 
forward to learning from a new class of students.

This I Believe: Standing Up For What I Believe In
Up until ninth grade I was home schooled. On my first day of school I 

remember sitting in my first block class and hearing the speakers come on and 
the words “please stand for the pledge of allegiance.” I decided not to stand.

When people asked me why I didn’t stand, I had a few reasons;  because 
of the line in the pledge “one nation under God” which I believe violates 
freedom of religion and separation of church and state, because I believe that 
having children pledge allegiance to the flag of their country everyday should 
be considered a form of brainwashing, and because our Pledge of Allegiance 
says that our country provides liberty and justice for all, however I believe 
that anyone who opens their eyes and looks at our country would be able to 
see that this is not true.

While some people were simply curious about why I did not stand, others 
were angry.  People said that I was disrespecting our country or military, 
and called me names like Muslim terrorist. One kid even threaten me. I felt 
frustrated and discouraged. I would try to explain to people that I did not sit 
during the Pledge of Allegiance out of disrespect for country or military, to no 

Keshava Demerath-Shanti 
Photo credit Jessica Martell
effect.

A few times I did think that it would just be easier to stand and not deal with people getting mad at me for 
sitting, but I could not stop standing up for what I believe in, or in this case sitting down for what I believe in. 
Because I believe in standing up for what I believe in regardless who disagrees or who gets mad.  

 Standing up for what I believe in is the most important thing because if I’m standing up for what I believe 
in then I’m truly being myself and I think that it is better to be myself then it is to fit in. Always standing 
up for what I believe in will be even more important later in my life when issues are even bigger, and have 
greater effects.
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Staff Spotlight: Stephanie White

Stephanie White says the Stockbridge 
school district food service program 
plays a significant role in establishing 
students’ healthy food choices.  Photo 
credit Amy Haggerty

by Amy Haggerty
The Stockbridge school district food service program plays a 

significant role in establishing students’ healthy food choices. It 
ensures that they receive meals based on national nutritional standards 
and encourages wellness, critically important to their growth and 
development.

Stephanie White, director, has been an integral part of this 
program for the past 19 years. She oversees the breakfast and lunch 
programs for about 1,400 students, grades K-12, in three schools.

White, who grew up in the Chelsea area and attended all of her 
school-aged years in the Chelsea School District, graduated in 1985.  
She married Dennis White in 1989 and raised three children;  Amanda 
(33), Delbert (D.J, 26) and Breanna (25).  She also has one amazing, 
7-year-old grandson, Bransen.

Stephanie began working at Chelsea business Mac Dee Inc. 
making prosthetic implants. In 1992, White opted to be a stay-at-
home mom. After a few years, she took a demanding, long-houred job 
in the service department at Bob’s Ford in Stockbridge. In 2000, with 
small children with growing needs at home, White decided to work at 
Stockbridge Schools where her schedule would allow more time with 
her family.

White attributes her hard work ethic to her father. “Work hard, 
show up, and be on time!” she declares.

Life as a mom was busy with three children in dance classes, 
scouting and travel hockey. Her active clan seemed always on the go after school.

White considers family, by far, her greatest accomplishment. She  loves that she is able to work on the 
same schedule as her children. She says the best thing about her job is when she can be in the lunchroom with 
the kids. “It’s like stress release time!”

White feels that being around kids is important and every child has a story. “If I can connect with them in 
an uplifting way, those are the moments that matter.”

Some days can be stressful, but White keeps in mind that she has a great staff.  “We are here to feed the 
kids,” she said. “They can’t learn if they are hungry.”

She is happy to share advice with students in Stockbridge: “You have a voice, so use it!” and “This is your 
cafeteria and your opinion matters the most.” “Speak up with your likes and dislikes,” she says, “or suggest 
ways we can make improvements in your meals.”

After 19 years in the lunchroom, you can be sure Stephanie White is dishing out decent food for thought.

Blindness in Modern Day 
America
Part III: Advancements in 
technology and medicine

Society has come a long 
way in integrating the blind 
community. The integration 
is largely to do with the 
advancements in medical 
treatment and available 
technology.  
User provided photo

by Jill Marie Ogden
One hundred years ago or more, 

being blind or having a severe visual 
impairment meant a lifelong dependence 
on family, being a social outcast or 
even being institutionalized for most 
people. Society has come a long way 
in integrating the blind community 
since then. The integration is largely to 
do with the advancements in medical 
treatment and available technology.  

Whether it be degenerative 
conditions caused by aging, physical trauma or genetic 
disease, the medical field is addressing these problems in new 
and innovative ways.  Surgical procedures, implants, gene 
replacement therapies, drug therapy and even a bionic eye have 
helped to reduce or eliminate vision impairments.  For example, 
last year the FDA approved a gene replacement therapy that has 
shown promise in stopping the progression and even reversing 
the damage caused by Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis Dystrophy 
(LCAD). This therapy consists of injecting a virus into the eye 
that is a carrier of the correct genetic code in order to replace 
the broken code in gene RPE65. The current technological 
revolution that we are experiencing is most certainly the cause 
of these promising advancements, but for most blind people the 
progressive benefits don’t stop with the medical field.

New technology has been able to put tools directly in the 
hands of all of us that have drastically changed our lives, but this 
could not be truer for the disability community in general. Most 
people own a smartphone these days, but this technology puts 
game-changing tools into the hands of the blind. Screen reader 
programs that read text on a screen, such as voice-over on an 
iPhone, magnification applications, color and light identifiers, 
OCR recognition applications that use the camera on the phone 
to read printed materials and so much more.  Many household 
devices are controlled by Wi-Fi or Bluetooth enabling a person to 
operate them with a smartphone app. This also benefits the blind 
community.  For example, A thermostat that was once unusable 
to a blind person is now easily accessed through the app and 
the screen reader program can audibly read the information on 
the screen. Another useful tool is the open ear bone conduction 
headphones.  A person who is blind relies heavily on hearing for 
tasks like navigation and assessing surroundings.  Since there is 
also other audible information to take in such as directions on 
a phone covering one’s ears with headphones is not ideal.  The 
open ear headphones allow the ear to remain unblocked while still 
relaying the necessary information.

As technology continues to advance the possibility to level the 
playing ground to effectively erase physical disabilities is on the 
horizon.

Tip: If you want to help out, “Be My Eyes” is a smart phone app that 
connects blind users with sighted volunteers via video chat to complete 
tasks.  Contact Be My Eyes for more information about becoming a 
volunteer.

Waterloo Public Accuracy Test
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Public Accuracy Test 

for the August 6, 2019 Washtenaw ISD Proposal has been scheduled 
for Tuesday, July 30, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at the Waterloo Township 
Hall, 9773 Mt. Hope Road, Munith, MI. The Public Accuracy Test is 
conducted to determine that the program and the computer being used 
to tabulate the results of the election count the votes in the manner as 
prescribed by law.

Janice Kitley, Waterloo Township Clerk

Central Michigan University recognizes 
graduates and honors winners statewide

Central Michigan University has recognized all graduates and honors 
winners statewide.  Below are local residents as recognized by CMU:

Spring Honors List 2019
Mackenzie Ann Carpenter, Junior, Stockbridge
Gabriella Kellie Graf, Senior, Stockbridge
Emma Elizabeth Morris, Senior, Stockbridge
Madeline E. Clough, Junior, Gregory
Sarah Ann Mesko, Senior, Gregory
Spring Graduation List
Dylan Abel, BAA, Stockbridge
Caitlin Bristol, BS, Stockbridge
 If somehow your name was overlooked from either list, please 

notify us at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com.
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Hidden victims of 
domestic violence

Griffin. Photo credit Andrea Crawford

by Cathy Collins
My gut flip-flopped and heart broke when I saw 

them come through the door.  The woman had red-
streaked cheeks and eyes, and she was fighting to 
hold back another flood of tears. She carried a crate 
containing two very frightened little dogs.

It was yet another owner surrender situation. 
While volunteering for a local rescue organization,  
I’d witnessed four in one day two weeks ago. 
However, this surrender was different, as it was a 
consequence of domestic violence. Fortunately, the 
woman, her children and dogs were able to flee their 
abusive environment.

Research confirms that batterers who commit acts 
of domestic violence against family members also 

are likely to abuse family pets. Many women report that their pets had been threatened, 
harmed, or killed by their partner.

But once domestic violence survivors escape from the abusive relationship, their pets 
may not feel safe and secure in the new living arrangement. The animals still may suffer 

Pugs. Photo credit Andrea Crawford

from the effects of the abuse for a long time.
It was apparent the two little dogs in the crate 

were deeply loved. All their vaccinations were up to 
date; they were surrendered with all their toys, treats, 
beds and dog food.

The owner said it was in their best interest for the 
rescue to find new homes for the dogs. The lives of 
the family members had dramatically changed. The 
mother had to go back to work full time. Previously, 
she had been a stay-at-home mom and her abusive 
husband mandated her every movement.

The domestic violence shelter had placed the 
family in an apartment that charged extra for pets, 
and she did not have the extra money. She was 
terrified if the dogs were to bark too much while she 

was at work, her family would be evicted.
She said it was the hardest decision she ever had to make and desperately wanted her 

babies. But she felt the dogs would probably suffer under the new living arrangements, and 
thus, so would she.

Despite great care and concern from rescuer Andrea, it was several days before the 
little dogs would eat. Over a month in, they still huddle in fear, withdrawn and severely 
traumatized.

Andrea continues to speak softly to them, kneeling on their level so she is less 
threatening. Both dogs are guarded, as if waiting for something bad to happen, the male dog 
especially so, trembling and fleeing at the sight of Andrea’s husband.

Andrea acts silly with them, using baby talk and play, knowing it will eventually break 
down their walls. The dogs need time to recover for they, too, have post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

On a positive note, Andrea knows she will find loving homes for them. They will never 
have to experience abuse again.

Gladstone page 5

Though Tinder died in 2016, his work continues, thanks 
to Gladstone’s and others’ efforts.

“Before Dave’s death, he asked me to fulfill his 
research of 19th and 20th century photographers. I have 
been researching Michigan photographers for 24 years 
and have some pretty big shoes to fill,” Gladstone stated 
on the Facebook page, “Directory of Early Michigan 
Photographers.” This online presence, created to honor 
David Tinder, provides a place where others may help 
further the research.

In addition to his continued work in researching and 
cataloging, Gladstone has dabbled in other projects, 
spending a decade from 1997 to 2007 with the Mason 
Area Historical Society. There he served as the antiques 
commissioner for the Ingham County Fair.

Another project has also grabbed his heart and attention: 
Collecting oral histories of U.S. veterans and their 
experiences. Gladstone contributes his collections to the 
Veterans History Project (VHP) of the Library of Congress 
American Folklife Center.

The VHP collects and preserves the firsthand interviews 
and narratives of United States military veterans from 
World War I through the present.* VHP relies on volunteers 
throughout the nation to contribute veterans’ stories. At the 
time of this interview, Gladstone had completed 64 WWII, 
Korean, and Vietnam War veteran oral histories for the 
project, and he hopes to do many more.

Gladstone, who currently resides close to his roots in 
Pleasant Lake, shares his love of history and photography 
via lectures. He addresses groups on a variety of related 
topics that include: History of Photography, Bringing Old 
Pictures Back to Life, Documenting your Family History, 
Caring for Heirlooms, and, of course, How to Collect Oral 
Histories. He also provides services to individuals on those 
and other history-genealogy projects and can be reached 
at RandyGladstone@yahoo.com or 517-676-9090.

*VHP also accepts memoirs and collections of original photographs, 
letters, diaries, maps and other historical documents from veterans who 
served in the US armed services from World War I through the present. 
For more info: https://www.loc.gov/vets/
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August Student of the Month: Evelyn Ortiz-
Martinez, hardworking and motivated

Evelyn Oritz-Martinez. School 
provided photo

by Cindy Lance 
“Hardworking and motivated” are two words to describe Evelyn 

Ortiz-Martinez. According to teacher Jessica Martell, another quality 
that sets the student at Stockbridge High School apart is “her earnest 
enthusiasm for learning.”

Recently, this young woman completed a three-day Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership seminar. HOBY’s mission is to inspire and develop 
the global community of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated to 
leadership, service and innovation. While attending, Ortiz-Martinez 
helped other sophomore students pack approximately 10,230 meals for 
people in need.

Ortiz-Martinez, the eldest of five children, is the daughter of Betty 
and Jose Ortiz-Martinez. She has two brothers, Jose and Nicholas, and 
two sisters, Ariana and Cecilia.

Her mother has had the greatest influence in her life, she said, 
because, “No matter what life throws at her, she handles it with grace. I 
aspire to be more like her every day.” The family has lived in this area 
and the children have attended Stockbridge Community Schools since 
kindergarten. Ortiz-Martinez, not being a fan of the city, loves nature 

Ask an expert:Are 
there fake or ‘rebuilt’ 
air bags?

John and Theresa 

Kightlinger

by John and Theresa Kightlinger of 
My Body Shop

Question from J. Smith, 
Webberville: 

“I’ve heard of people installing fake 
air bags. Is there such a thing?”

Answer: Yes! Unfortunately, there are some repairers/rebuilders/
con men who have installed fake or “rebuilt” airbags that deploy with 
devastating results, or fail to deploy at all. Here’s a recent example:

BREAKING NEWS (02-25-19): Air bag filled with black tape and 
shop rags found at deadly crash. (https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2019/02/25/
fake-airbag-filled-black-tape-shop-rag-deadly-crash/).

In this example, a father bought a used car for his daughter. “I 
bought the car on Monday and on Wednesday my daughter, Sarah, was 
dead.” Sarah had struck a tree in what experts say was a survivable 
impact.  “If that car had working air bags Sarah would still be here,” her 
father stated sadly.

The air bag looked intact, complete with the car logo, even an air bag 
stamp. After the accident, investigators tried to determine why the air 
bag didn’t deploy.  What they found instead of an air bag was garbage—
silicone putty, shop rags, and black tape. There was no igniter, no squib, 
no air bag, and more obvious, no wires on the back side.

An investigative news team traced the used car’s history. Insurance 
documents showed that the original owner had an accident wherein 
the airbag had deployed. The car was deemed to be a total loss and it 
went to auction, where it was sold. It changed hands several times after 
that. It was repaired along the way and eventually ended up at a used 
car lot. There was an air bag light on when they bought it, so the used 
car lot staff took the car to a Kia Dealership where they were informed 
that the air bag module needed to be replaced. Not wanting to pay that 
much for repairs (it can cost between $1000 and $1500), the used car 
lot staff person declined the work and took it to another mechanic. That 
mechanic replaced a part and the vehicle was delivered back to the used 
car lot with no warning lights on. It was later sold to Sarah’s father, with 
devastating results.

So, yes, fake and defective air bags are being installed in repaired 
vehicles and there is no question that there are more vehicles out there 
like Sarah’s.  According to Carfax, con men purposely replace deployed 
air bags with anything from damaged packing peanuts to stolen and/or 
counterfeit units. Industry experts estimate that as many as 1 out of 25 
previously damaged vehicles may have non-functional air bags, where 
the warning lights have been covered or eliminated.  

See Expert on page 13.

and the rural area. She enjoys a sense of peace and home.
This past year was one with many successes. Ortiz-Martinez takes full advantage of the numerous offerings 

at SHS, and was on the FIRST Robotics Team that competed in the World Level Competition. AP Computer 
Science projects gave her a feeling of power, freedom and creativity, she said, and a sense of resilience. She 
has maintained a 4.0 grade point average both freshman and sophomore years, receiving several awards for 
her hard work. She looks to be a lawyer or computer programmer as an adult, but knows that she could also 
find her passion in other areas.

A saying that Ortiz-Martinez lives by is “choose your friends wisely.” Over the years she has found that “I 
am who I hang out with.” Goals and aspirations being set high, Ortiz-Martinez wants to be the best person she 
can be. She further stated that someone close once mentioned that you can “talk as much as I want, as long as 
I want, but nothing will ever be done unless I take action. I apply this to my homework, study habits, and even 
things like improving my soccer skills.”

When Ortiz-Martinez isn’t focusing on academics, she loves to read, hang out with friends and play soccer. 
She considers humor to be her best hobby, and continually makes others laugh.

“It takes our whole family to make this happen,”  shared Theresa Tarr, crediting their six children, their 
spouses and grandchildren.

One primary aspect Jack Tarr points out is scheduling. “I always take into consideration when other 
local communities have their shows, and try to have it so it does not conflict and take away from their event. 

Tarr page 3

Typically it works out for the Saturday before the Fourth, but that can not always be the case 
like this year with the holiday falling on a Thursday it just worked out best to have it on the 
Fourth.”

“The arming of the mortars can be a tedious job, taking three days to stage,”  Tarr said. 
He points out that his daughter, Tina Mosley, is licensed through the ATF to set up and fire 
the explosives.  Tina wires the mortars to the remote controller with 76 launch buttons in 
order to arrange the the 30- to 40-minute show.

When asked how much it cost to host an event like this privately, it was to no surprise. 
Tarr stated, “It’s not something I like to really keep track of – it’s not about money. I love 
seeing my family and friends happy.”

The community has joined together the past three years with private donations to help 
defray costs.

Following this year’s festivities thoughts are now on the Patterson Lake 2020 
celebration.  Keep your eyes out for local announcements via social media, and local 
businesses for flyers.
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Opened in 2001, Family Medicine of Stockbridge has been providing care to the 
greater Stockbridge Community for the past 18 years. Patients have been seeing 
family care physician Tonya Sexton, D.O., since its opening. 

While a few nurse practitioners, such as current NP Nicole Ehinger, NP-C, have 
occasionally been added to the office staff rotation, Sexton has stayed at the office, 
growing closer to her patients, both young and old, with each passing year. 

Lead Certified Medical Assistant Jill Perkins and clinical coordinator Beth 
Hoffner are two examples of the many familiar faces Family Medicine of 
Stockbridge employed. Perkins and Hoffner could always be seen in the office, 
brightening the days of each patient they encountered; always asking about 
the patient’s lives, families or weekend plans and overall making patients feel 
comfortable and safe at the office. And who could forget Hoffner’s personal 
admission of “singing horribly to patients.”

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea president and CEO Nancy Graebner said, “The 
staff that have supported Family Medicine of Stockbridge are some of the most 
compassionate, supportive physician staff you could have.”

Community members loved the staff so much, some went as far as to say they 
were like family. A post asking if the office was actually closing on a Stockbridge 
area Facebook group on July 16 reached nearly 130 comments within hours.

 “I’m so sad about this. Dr. Sexton, Beth Beth and Jill Perkins are like family 
and have taken great care of me and my family for years,” Cheryl Christian wrote 
on the post. “Thank you for that.”

Deanna Kruger wrote, “I am very sad to hear this. The office is very important 
to my family and our community. To not have a doctor in town is so sad.”

Robert Fineman reiterated her statement, “A community this size ought to have 
certain basic amenities, such as a post office, library, grocery store, hardware, and a 
doctor’s office.” Fineman continued, “This office is closing due solely to economic 
considerations based on the expectations of the for-profit hospital group by which 
it is owned. We appreciated having medical service so close at hand and hope that 
another physician can make a go here.”

Many Stockbridge residents, whether Family Medicine of Stockbridge patients 
or not, are confused by and worried about the sudden closing of the office. Nerves 
of how elderly residents are going to find a new doctor within easy traveling 
distance to them, how the few practices in the surrounding areas are going to be 
able to accommodate everyone and how this with overall impact the community 
lead to an emergency meeting between Trinity Health officials and local 
community leaders. 

In a phone interview, St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea president and CEO, Nancy 
Graebner, provided answers to some of the community’s leading questions. Below 
is a Q & A session with Graebner:

Q: What is the exact date the office is closing?
A: The office is scheduled to close Sept. 27, 2019. Sexton and Ehinger are 

relocating to IHA Family and Internal Medicine in Howell. They will begin seeing 
patients on Oct. 1, 2019.

Q: What led to the closing of the office?
A: First I want to say that this was not an easy decision for the health system. 

We know it creates a sense of loss, sadness and an inconvenience for Stockbridge. 
St. Joseph Mercy continues to look at strategies from all markets. Payer and 
insurance reimbursements change each year and are getting more compressed. With 
our scarce resources, it’s difficult to support a solo practice in a small-town setting. 
St. Joe’s is committed to providing the practice of today and tomorrow, and having 
one larger campus with all divisions available in one spot allows us to provide 
consistent services. 

Tonya Sexton is a passionate provider, and this was not a decision she would 
have made. This is very difficult for her as well. She loves the Stockbridge 
community, and her patients, so she is grieving. She understands the health care 

Office page 1 arena we work in today. This is not something she would have initiated, but having 
colleagues when she’s on vacation that can help provide care for her patients, and 
having access to lab work and after hour care will allow a more comprehensive 
care for her patients.

Q: If money is the issue, what would have helped St. Joe, or what may help 
companies in the future, stay in rural offices?

A: I would first like to say this was not solely a financial issue. We are trying to 
put scarce resources together to use them in the best way for our patients. We want 
to create one medical home where you can get all services in the same spot. I don’t 
think there’s a specific amount of dollars that would have allowed us to keep the 
practice open. Sole practices aren’t sustainable at this time.

Q: While this may or may not have been a difficult decision for St. Joseph 
Mercy, this decision has a huge impact on the Stockbridge Community. 
Stockbridge residents have had access to a local doctor for at least the past 55-
60 years, and many community members are very upset about this decision. 
Did St. Joe’s take this into consideration before making this decision? And 
what steps did the company take to try to stop this from happening?

A: As I’ve said, this was not an easy decision. Our physician pool with IHA was 
looked at for a long period of time. Every year at budgets, we look at our locations 
and how to look at things differently to best serve the community. We’ve already 
held a community meeting through our mission discernment Catholic system 
between members of our organization and leading community members, which 
allows us to look at the issue through different lenses and voice our feelings with 
each other to talk through this. It’s been a long part of the Chelsea services that 
we’ve provided to Stockbridge, and while we would love for everything to stay the 
same, health care is changing, and we have to change with the times. We need to try 
to stay current to use our scarce resources well. Payer reimbursement is constantly 
changing, so while we would like things to stay the same, and we always want to 
say yes, we just don’t have the resources to always say yes.

We do want to help patients seek new avenues for health care and listen to the 
ideas they may have about that (editors note: an email address is listed at the end 
of this article for community members to contact St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea about 
the closing of Family Medicine of Stockbridge). We also want to stress that we 
know of the 1,600 patients Family Medicine of Stockbridge sees, a large chunk 
of them come from different ZIP codes outside of Stockbridge. While we would 
love everyone to stay with us, we know that some will seek care toward Lansing, 
Jackson or Pinckney, and we are committed to making the transfer of medical 
records as easy as possible. 

We’ve also looked at Intellihealth options, like Facetime or Skype, that would 
allow patients to receive health care online. There’s also a 24-hour ER department 
at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea and Michigan Medicine and IHA have an office on our 
Chelsea Campus for patients to utilize.

Q: Did you consider switching from a one-doctor full-time office to a part-
time office or an urgent care to better serve the community, rather than just 
leaving the community without a doctor?

A: We are still working through what the future might look like. Transportation 
to get patients to care sites that provides consistent medical care with more than 
one physician is a better care environment for patients. The problem with a part-
time office or Urgent Care is would it really be available when people need it? If 
we continue to look at this, I don’t know what we could do, but I don’t think that 
system would work.

Q: What is going to happen to the office staff? Are they being relocated? 
Are they losing their jobs and not being transferred?

A: The staff will have opportunities to continue their employment with St. 
Joseph Mercy. Some may follow to Howell. IHA is working to help place them. We 
are also interview some staff members for the available Chelsea Hospital positions. 
We have a lot of support for the staff.

See Office on page 18
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

July 15, 2019
Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the 

Regular Stockbridge Township Board Meeting to order on 
July 15, 2019 at 7:30 pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. 
Members present at the Stockbridge Township Regular Board 
Meeting; Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Trustee Ed 
Wetherell Trustee Terry Sommer  Member absent from meeting: 
Treasurer Kris Lauckner

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Regular 

meeting agenda Wetherell second Amendment added to old 
business add Benches, Boarder and Trees. Under new business 
remove Katrina pay and just have Katrina Sommer motion 
to accept the amended agenda Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.

Sommer motion to except the Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting Minutes as printed from June 17, 2019 Wetherell 
second All in Favor Motion Carrier

Muraf motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Board 
financial report as printed from April 1, 2019 thru July 15, 2019 
Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried.

Katrina Griffith gave Stockbridge Township Building 
Department Second Quarter Report for 2019 zoning 9 new 
permits, building 11 new permits( 2 new houses/ 3 Pole Barns/2 
re-Roof/2 pools, 1 inspection 1 deck)

Electrical 7 new permits, Mechanical 5 new permits, 
Plumbing 2 new permits, Driveways 2 new permits, Addresses 
2 new permits, Demolition 0 new permits.

Old Business 
Lantis is waiting on a call that the material has come in of 

the canon.
Stockbridge Township Renovations are getting permits from 

Stockbridge Village and renovations still on track to start 
September 2019

Stockbridge Township Hall peak has been repainted and a 
new peak piece has been installed. New piece is red cedar hand 
carved by Brian Holloway.

MDOT has a 3 phase project 1st phase is the crosswalk 
from Hungry Howies to Mug and Bops a push button will be 
installed and a rapid light will blink when someone pushes the 
button for a safer crosswalk. This phase is schedule to start 
late August early September. Phase 2 and 3 will be sidewalks 
making them ADA complaint and doing M-52 from 4 corners 
to Green Road that will be hopefully early Spring 2020. MDOT 
is looking for $10,000.00 for the parking on the street for this 
Project. Stockbridge DDA will pay $4,000.00 Village and 
Stockbridge will pay $3,000.00 and Stockbridge Township will 
pay $3,000.00. Lantis motion when it is time to pay Stockbridge 
portion of $3,000.00 for parking and sidewalks to MDOT 

Stockbridge Township will pay that Wetherell second Roll Call 
Vote Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, Sommer Yes but with objection 
to the curb bum out on the 4 corners, Lantis Yes. All in Favor 
Motion Carried Thank you Girl Scout Troop # 30731 for pushing 
this along Great Work

Stockbridge Township Board will put a sign outside of 
recycling that states Stockbridge Township Residents only. 
Muraf will write an article with Mary Wilson for the Stockbridge 
Community News Paper that will go over the guidelines for the 
recycling and if residents cant follow the rules then Stockbridge 
Township Board will look into only having the recycling 
container only open on certain days and it will be monitored by 
Stockbridge Township or Stockbridge Township can only have 
the container there one weekend a month. Stockbridge Township 
does have cameras at this location that can be monitored to make 
sure that the container is being used properly. 

Lantis motion that we discuss during the August 19th 2019 
Stockbridge Township Board Meeting the Marihauna Ordinance 
that has been drafted up Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

Stockbridge Township Board will look into what we will do 
with the Old Benches from the Stockbridge Township Hall

Lantis motion to allow Sommer to purchase Boarder and Tie 
Downs for up to $700.00 Muraf second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

Sommer has been working with Gee Farms on getting new trees 
to replace the 2 trees that were removed 

Jeff Boyer has created Sky Theatre Stockbridge Kids and Youth 
Show will be November 8,9,10 Sky Theatre would like to hold 
their practices at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Jeff Boyer will 
contact Stockbridge Township General Clerk to look into the cost 
and availability

Lantis motion to raise Zoning and Code Enforcement pay from 
$15.00 to $20.00 an hour with pay on the quarter hour Wetherell 
second Roll Call Vote Sommer Yes, Wetherell Yes, Muraf Yes, 
Lantis Yes All in Favor Motion Carried

Lantis Motion to have a Stockbridge Township Cleanup day 
with Waterloo Township on September 28, 2019 from 10am to 
2pm behind S.A.E.S.A 1009 S Clinton Rd Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to pay Stockbridge Township Board monthly 
bills in the amount of $16,330.73 Wetherell second All in Favor 
Motion Carried.

Citizen Comments Discussion
Lantis motion at 8:55PM to adjourn the Stockbridge Township 

Regular Board Meeting Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
stopped at 8:55PM Katrina Griffith asked to go to annual training 
on September 25 thru 27 in Kalamazoo Lantis motion to give 
Katrina up to $800.00 for Classes Food and Room Sommer 
second All in Favor Motion Carried. 

Lantis adjouned the Stockbridge Township Board meeting at 
8:56pm on July 15, 2019

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE SYNOPSIS 
July 1, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm. Roll Call: 
PRESENT:President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Chadwick 

Quintanilla, Trustee Kim Morehouse, ABSENT: Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Heath Corey; Others Present: 
Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, John Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens were also 
present Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance. 

Approval of Agenda MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the July 1, 2019 agenda 
as presented by Clerk Nogle. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. 

Approval of Minutes MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the minutes of June 3, 
2019 as amended; correct Daryll Anderson’s role in the Right of Way discussion. Motion carried with unanimous 
ayes. 

Public Comment – None. 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Quintanilla SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; 

the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle. AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett; 
NAYS: None ABSENT:  Uihlein, Corey MOTION PASSED 

President Report- Due to the problems with the generators and not being maintained, the Village entered 
into a maintenance agreement with Cummins.  - Brian Mason will start work on various projects in the village 
- Bank parking lot received its first coat of asphalt and can be used.Police Report – Police Chief Torres gave his 
report. School Resource Officer MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; authorize the 
Stockbridge Police Department Police Chief Johnnie Torres to enter into an agreement with Stockbridge School 
District for a School Resource Officer, pending a review of the contract by Village Attorney, John Gormley.
AYES: Quintanilla, Cattell, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett NAYES: None ABSENT: Uihlein, Corey MOTION 
PASSES; 

NEW BUSINESS Thomas Husby Land Locked Property Discussion Thomas Husby purchased property 
located at 350 S. Water Street, parcel number 33-42-16-26-165-001.  Mr. Husby requested that the village 
review his proposal of allowing an easement off S. Williams Street to be able gain entrance to his property. 
Village Council will review potential locations of S. Williams Street. Water Meter Proposed Ordinance Howlett 
discussed a proposed Water Meter Ordinance recommended by David Author Consultants to clear up the 
language of the village making entry into homes/businesses for water meter repairs. The Village Attorney and 
Clerk Nogle will meet and review to make sure there are no duplicate language that may interfere with sections 
of village’s current ordinance. Ordinance: To Adopt the Construction Board of Appeals MOTION by Quintanilla, 
SUPPORTED by Corey, APPROVED; an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 2 to Add Chapter VIII Regarding the 
Scope and Construction of Regulations, Adoption, of Building Codes, Municipal Standards, And Creation 
of Village Construction Board of Appeals.AYES: Quintanilla, Corey, Cattell, Mullins, Morehouse, Howlett  
NAYES: Uihlein ABSENT: None  MOTION PASSES 

Unfinished Business -NONE  
Public Comment - There were comments made by the public. 
Council Member Comments:  Trustee Morehouse discussed the deer population problem in the village. 
ADJOURNMENTMOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED to adjourn the Council 

Meeting at 8:08pm.  
Respectfully submitted:

Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity from June 16 to July 13

Sunday, 6/16 Noise Complaint-Park Dr./Woodside Dr.
Monday, 6/17 Suspicious Person-M-106/Worden Rd.
Tuesday, 6/18 Property Damage Accident-M-106/Morton Rd., Larceny-Celestial Circle/Meadowpark Dr.
Wednesday, 6/19 Assist EMS-Stockbridge St./Cass St.
Thursday, 6/20 Welfare Check-Main St./Bullis Rd., Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./Bird Ln., Domestic Physical-
Livermore Rd./Doyle Rd., Assist Unadilla Fire Department/Tree Down-Livermore Rd./Doyle Rd.
Friday, 6/21 Animal Complaint/Dog-Kaiser Rd./Tamara Dr., Welfare Check-Spears Rd./Van Syckle Rd., 
Malicious Destruction of Property-Donohue Rd./Spears Rd.
Sunday, 6/23 Juvenile Complaint-M-36/Kathryn Ct., Domestic Verbal-Trebesh Cir., Malicious Destruction of 
Property-W. M-36/Dream Catcher
Monday, 6/24 Animal Complaint/Dog, Respond to Alarm-Dream Catcher/Billy Bob Trail
Tuesday, 6/25 Animal Complaint/Dog-Livemore Rd./M-36, Physical Domestic-Kingston Dr./Patterson Lake Dr.
Wednesday, 6/26 Welfare Check-Kaiser Rd./Tamara Rd., Welfare Check-Orlando Dr./Oliver Ct.
Thursday, 6/27 Litter Violation-San Souci Ave./San Juan Ct.
Friday, 6/28 Tree Hazard-Dexter Trl./M-36, Fraud-Webb St./Church St., Road Hazard/Horse-Williamsville Rd./
Holmes Rd., Animal Complaint/Peacock-Rosehill Rd./Spears Rd.
Saturday, 6/29 Animal Complaint/Cows-Gregory Rd./Berkshire Dr.
Sunday, 6/30 Suspicious Situation-Celestial Cir./Doyle Rd., Assist EMS-False Alarm
Tuesday, 7/2 Assist EMS-W. M-36/Pingree Rd., Burn/Explosive-E. Trebesh Cir./Livermore Rd.
Thursday, 7/4 Property Damage Accident-Church St./Bullis Rd., Assist EMS-Roepke Rd./Williamsville Rd., 
Traffic Violation/Arrest-Main St./Dewey St.
Friday, 7/5 Fireworks/Noise Disturbance-Kaiser Rd./Tamara Dr., Assist EMS-Main St./Kuhn St., Fireworks/
Noise Disturbance-Celestial Cir./Meadow Park Dr., Drugs found-Dutcher Rd./Wasson Rd., Assist Unadilla 
Township Fire Department/Tree Down-Worden Rd./Doyle Rd.
Saturday, 7/6 Disturbance/Noise-Barton Rd./Spears Rd., Animal Complaint/Peacocks-Rose Hill Rd./
Spearswood Rd.
Sunday, 7/7 Medical Assist EMS-Bullis Rd./W. M-36
Monday, 7/8 Civil Complaint-Twin Ponds Trl./W. M-36, Assist EMS-W. M-36/Pingree Rd., Malicious 
Destruction of Property-Williamsville Rd./Doyle Rd.
Tuesday, 7/9 Suspicious Vehicle-Lake Shore Dr./Woodside Dr., Fraud-Orlando Dr./Oliver Ct., Assist EMS-
Livermore Rd./E. Trebesh Cir., Domestic Physical-Stockbridge St./Cass St., Welfare Check-M-36/Main St.
Wednesday, 7/10 Property Damage Accident-Wasson Rd./Bull Run Rd., Medical Assist EMS-Barton Rd./Spears 
Rd.
Thursday, 7/11 Drugs/Marijuana in Open-Spears Rd./Van Syckle Rd.
Friday, 7/12 Welfare Check-W. M-36/Bullis Rd., Assist EMS-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir., Respond to 
Alarm-W. Trebesh Cir./Winifred Ct.
Saturday, 7/13 Verbal Domestic-Doyle Rd./Holmes Rd., Larceny-Sunset Dr./Kaiser Rd.
Animal Complaint/Muskrat-McGaugh Ct./Orlando Dr., Assist EMS-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.

Chief David S. Russell
Unadilla Township Police Department

126 Webb St.
Gregory, MI 48137

734-498-2325

Waterloo Township Board Meeting Minutes
25 June 2019   7:00 P.M.

9773 Mt. Hope Road
Munith, MI 49259

Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Pledge
Present: Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister. Absent: 

Morency.  Residents present: Ted and Peggy Beals. 
Public Comment:  None 
Consent Agenda:  Kitley motioned with support from 

Lance to approve the consent agenda with changes 
to condition #19 in the Aggregate Industries permit 
renewal, as presented.  Aye/all; no/none.   Absent:  
Morency.  Motion carried.   

Correspondence:  None
• Old Business:  Walz gave a report on the last Parks 

and Recreation Committee meeting.   She stated that 
the walking path is coming in nicely.  A sign and book 
library will be moved out there.   A water garden will 
be forthcoming.  New playground equipment has been 
installed in the Lions Park in Munith and looks good.  
Because people have extra produce and plants in the 
fall, they are planning a plant exchange and produce 
exchange possibly on Sunday, September 22, 2019 at 
1:00 p.m.  They are applying for another $500 mini 
grant to possibly put in benches or other needs for the 
footpath. 

• New Business:  
• In Morency’s absence, Beals gave an update on 

what the Planning Commission is working on.    The 
Planning Commission worked on suggestions from the 
Jackson County Planning Commission to prepare the 
Draft Amendments to the Waterloo 

Township Zoning Ordinance regarding solar energy.  
They also accepted the text from the attorneys regarding 
two more amendments to zoning ordinances involving 
civil infractions which will come up after the July 
public hearing. 

• Beals explained some changes to the Closed Session 
Act.  Need to announce what you are going into closed 
session for and it also needs to be included in the 
minutes if an action is taken.

• Lance motioned with support from Kitley to approve 
recommendations of the Planning Commission to 
amend the Waterloo Township Zoning Ordinance 
as presented.  Aye/all; no/none.   Absent:  Morency.  
Motion carried.

• Lance motioned with support from McAlister to 
accept the Board meeting dates as presented for July 
2019 through June 2020.  Aye/all; no/none.  Absent: 
Morency.  Motion carried.

• Walz motioned with support from McAlister to 

accept the quote for a new computer for the clerk from 
IT Right in the amount of $1,029.  Roll call vote:  Yes/
Kitley, Lance, McAlister, Walz.  No/none.  Absent: 
Morency.  Motion carried.

• Because there have been no salary increases since 
2006, Lance motioned with support from McAlister 
to increase salaries for the Clerk and Treasurer from 
$15,000/year to $17,500/year, Trustees and appointees to  
committees from $65/per diem to  $75 per diem, Office 
Administrator from $12/hr to $14/hr; Deputy Clerk from 
$12/hr to $13/hr; Supervisor from $12,360 to $13,250/
yr. with the Supervisor increase to be deferred until 
November 2020.   Roll call vote:  Yes/Lance, McAlister, 
Walz, Kitley.  No/none.  Absent: Morency.  Motion 
carried.

• Lance motioned with support from Walz to accept 
budget amendments in the amount of $5,400.  Aye/all; 
no/none.  Absent: Morency.  Motion carried.

Other Business That Comes Before The Board:  Lance 
gave an update on the court case regarding Hideaway 
Lane.  He also stated that the “No Thru Trucks” signs 
will be installed on the roads designated.  He also spoke 
of the property on M-106 wanting a rezoning done on 
their property.  Beals stated that the Township can file 
for rezoning  to the Planning Commission. It would 
take some time, but an easier process.  Setbacks may 
be an issue because they are a zoned item.  Planning 
Commission will look at it for options.  

McAlister asked about a speed study for Seymour and 
Mt. Hope Road intersection and Mt. Hope and Waterloo 
Munith Road intersection.  The county will be called.  
Walz said the speed study on Portage Lake Road has not 
been done yet.  They need to be reminded of that, too.  

Public Comment:  Beals stated that the autumn olive 
growing at the corner of Waterloo Munith Road from 
Waterloo is becoming a sight issue for traffic when going 
straight.  It’s an invasive species.  We will check into it to 
having it cut down or trimmed.

Adjournment:  Walz motioned with support from 
McAlister to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. Aye/all; no/none.  
Absent: Morency.  Motion carried.

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on 
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 7:00.  The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Thursday,  July 18, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.  
This change in date and time is due to schedule conflicts.  
Copies of our new  fiscal year budget may be obtained at 
the Township Office.   Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end of each month, 
on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: 
Janice Kitley, 

Clerk
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StockBIZ: Business News in
and around Stockbridge

by Mary Jo David
How many people are fortunate enough to turn their passion into a 

business? Jerry Bee—owner of Antiques Drive-In, located at 214 South Center 
in Stockbridge—is one of those fortunate few. He and store manager James 
Aslanian have put their stamp on a little corner of Stockbridge that features 
time-honored antiques infused with old-time car culture.

On July 19, 2019, the Stockbridge Chamber of Commerce officially 
recognized Antiques Drive-In, one of downtown Stockbridge’s newest 

businesses, at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and open house.

Jerry and James are at their 
best when they’re showing off 
their eclectic collection of rat-rod 
castoffs that Jerry has meticulously 
transformed into office furniture, or 
the timeworn home furnishings that 
James has lovingly brought back to 
life using vibrant paint colors and 
coordinating fabrics, or the clocks—
LOTS of hubcaps-turned-clocks!

If it could talk, the Chevy Apache 
front-end Jerry used to build the 
computer desk in the main showroom 
would probably weave a tale that 
included many twists and turns 
along the way. Jerry and James can 

Antiques Drive-In: Local pickers 
infuse antiques with old-time 
car culture

Mary Jo David. Photo 

provided by Mary Jo 

David

both do the same about their own winding lives. Jerry would tell about his 20+ year career with Costco and 
the stint he did at a car dealership, all the while finding time to collect and transform old car parts that have 
surpassed their “use by” date. And it’s evident that the many years James spent as an incredible pastry chef 
have informed his creativity and his flair for customer service.

Antiques Drive-In culminated from years in the consignment business. Jerry credits a business partnership 
with Kim Hytinen at Roost & Company, a consignment shop in Howell, for building his confidence and 
helping him to firmly establish a foothold in the business of creating rat-rod furniture and knick-knacks. A 
booth in Ferndale’s Rust Belt Market boosted their exposure, which eventually led to an invitation for Jerry 
to show his work in the “Diamonds in the Rust” exhibit at the San Diego Art Museum for six months during 
2018.

Both men talk about how their families have influenced them when it comes to antiques. James’ Dad 
is actively involved in the business as one of their “pickers,” regularly showing up with a delivery of old 
hubcaps, antique doors, or other surprises. Jerry’s parents are both gone now, but he likes to reminisce about 
them when he’s working.

“These are the kinds of cars I can picture my dad working on,” Jerry said. “When I’m turning an old Chevy 
or Ford into a desk or a bar, I feel like my parents are right here with me.”

Jerry and James are excited about the space they have in their new mid-century-modern location. Jerry 
recently bought the building that—for those with long histories in Stockbridge—was Dr. Beckwith’s old 
offices. Their challenge now is to draw people into their shop on Center Street—a block or so off the beaten 
path, but definitely worth the extra steps. Once inside Antiques Drive-In, you’re bound to be smitten with 
something in the collection, as evidenced by the first customer who walked in the store on the day it opened 
and walked out the proud owner of one of Jerry’s rat-rod desk creations.

Mary Jo David is a long-time writer and editor who moved to Gregory in 2018. She and her husband, 
Gary Hicks, are enjoying life in the country, including the Stockbridge Community News.

James Aslanian (center left) and Jerry Bee (center right) cut the ribbon to the 
opening of their new business, Antiques Drive In, July 19, as Greg Uihlein (far 
left) and Erin Clifton (far right) look on. Photo credit DigitalCrumbs Photography.

Expert page 10
This is a startling statistic when one considers how many 

previously damaged and “repaired” vehicles are on the road.
Consumers currently have no way of knowing the full true 

history of a used car before they buy a used vehicle. Many 
consumers turn to Carfax or AutoCheck which, they believe, 
document any accidents, flooding, if the air bag has deployed, or 
if the car has been stolen.

Yet, consumer advocates warn that such vehicle history 
databases don’t always receive all the information or provide an 
accurate history.  Carfax and agencies like them rely on three 
primary sources for their info: state title agencies, police reports, 
and repair shops. Not all accidents are reported, not all police 
departments file online reports, and some DMVs (Department 
of Motor Vehicles) do not share damage claims data with these 
vehicle history services.  Many repair shops report “service” on 
the vehicle but not whether it was damaged in an accident and 
whether the air bag deployed. 

As such, it is highly recommended that further inspection 
by a qualified professional, with the proper equipment to test 
today’s highly technical vehicles, should be undertaken prior to 
purchasing a late model pre-owned vehicle, or one that was used 
when purchased.  Experts say it’s like an EKG for your car--it 
will check to ensure all systems are functioning properly. This is 
a minimal expense for the amount of peace of mind it can offer.

As always, after a crash event, My Body Shop performs pre 
and post inspections for our customers when called for by the 
manufacturer. We offer pre-purchase and post-purchase scans as 
well. If you, or someone you know has purchased a used vehicle, 
or intend to, let My Body Shop assist in the process by providing 
a free no-obligation visual inspection. We can usually see where 
a vehicle has sustained prior damage that has been repaired, 
and oftentimes, identify repairs that were not done properly. Of 
course we can also offer a more thorough check of the vehicle’s 
on-board systems, (including air bags and seat belts) at a very 
reasonable fee. At My Body Shop, we don’t just remove dents…
we remove doubts!

John and Theresa Kightlinger own My Body Shop at 401 N. 
Clinton St., Stockbridge. The couple have lived in the area and 
raised their children here over the past 20 years. John has been 
in the auto body business since 1985, and Theresa began work 
at General Motors after high school. Between the two, they have 
been working on cars for more than 75 years.
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Think you know the area? Here’s 
a chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

August’s winner will receive a 
$20 Farmers State Bank Branded 

August’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

Congratulations to July’s winner, 
Lynn Balkus, for correctly identifying 
the photo of the rock at Pierce Park in 
Chelsea.

Recognize the subject of this picture and its 
location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State 
Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo 
credit Rose Collison

To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address and phone number. Email Rose at 
stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail to Stockbridge 
Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than Aug. 9.
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
The August 1909 weekly issues of the Stockbridge Brief Sun featured national, state, and local news tidbits with an emphasis on the surrounding 

communities.
Mrs. Frank Boyce, of Williamsville, and daughter Fern White, of Stockbridge, spent a Saturday visiting their mother-grandmother.  White Oak reported 

a service held at Millville Church.  Betsey Noble, of Chelsea, was buried in Plainfield.
Also in that month, again in Plainfield, Dr. Edgar Van Syckel’s family had visitors (unnamed) from Howell. The Milo Smiths visited Mr. and Mrs. 

Frank Lantis, of White Oak.
Mary Nue Lantis, born in 1877,  died Aug. 10.  She was survived by her husband and five children. Charles Stocking, of Ann Arbor, married Anne 

Grace Cook at the Cook family home in Stockbridge.
Later that month, the descendants of Isaac Dunn held a family reunion at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wright, of Leslie. Of the 144 known 

descendants, 108 were present.  Relatives from throughout the state attended and regrets came from Tennessee, Wisconsin and throughout Michigan.

The William and Hannah Bott family held a reunion at the home of Norris Bott in Stockbridge.  That reunion had 60 attendees. 
Bott erected a large tent on the lawn.

The Hall, Park, and Skidmore families also held reunions that month.
In 1929, the August 1 Brief-Sun reported that the Ingham County Poultry show was to be held in  Mason. Stockbridge Daily 

Vacation Bible School was in session.
Construction of the new school building continued in August. Work on different segments began as bids were accepted. The 

Stockbridge School District held a Sunday school picnic on Aug. 8 which drew a large crowd.  Schools were scheduled to reopen 
Sept. 3.

Resident Lucille Falk received recognition and praise from the Ingham County Red Cross.
Building erected in 1929. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

Griffin Palmer, of Unadilla, died as did W.R. Hague, of Munith. A memorial was observed for Judson Collins. A local boy, William Moffatt, drowned in a North Hastings  tragedy. 
The local Lutheran Church held a mission festival. The Munith  Bible School ended on Aug. 16.
The 1949 newspaper featured church news on the front page. Churches mentioned were: Stockbridge Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist, Unadilla Presbyterian, Plainfield Methodist, 

Gregory Baptist and Evangelical United Brethren.  Villages still shared highlights. Villages reporting were: Munith, Plainfield, Unadilla, Gregory, Oakwood, Millville, North Stockbridge, 
Northwest Stockbridge, and Fitchburg.

On a wider scope, Ingham County listed 27 police reports and  new zoning ordinances. Local schools were scheduled to start the 1949 school year on Sept. 7.  Last but not least the 
American Legion held a banquet attended by 90.

Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.

Ginger Risner sinks first hole-in-one

Ginger Risner has a lot to smile 
about after sinking her first hole-in-
one. Photo credit Jean Buurma

by Judy Williams
July 2 was an exciting day for golfer Ginger Risner. The 

Stockbridge resident and longtime golfing buddies, Jean Buurma 
and Eva Lou Mills were enjoying playing 18 holes of golf at the 
27 hole Royal Scot Golf Course in Lansing, one of the courses 
on their Michigan Golf Pass. Then on the par 3, 26th hole, Risner 
drove her first hole-in-one after 30 years of trying.

“Ginger didn’t get excited,” Buurma said. “She just stood there 
in disbelief. Eva Lou and I were screaming and cheering. Other, 
nearby golfers even came over to congratulate her.”

Now that Risner’s accomplishment has sunk in, she laughed 
and said, “I’m going to work to do better on all of my shots and 
hope for some more lucky ones.”

Ming the Magnificent performs at 
Stockbridge Library

by Diane Rockall
Ming the Magnificent brought his special brand of sly 

humor and amazing magic to an attentive young crowd  at  the 
Stockbridge Branch of the Capital Area District Library on 
Wednesday, July 1. Ming and his magicians’ assistant – his 
wife,  Barbara— awed the audience with such feats as having 
a young volunteer from the audience floating on air to making 
objects appear in different places without physically moving them.

See Ming on page 17. 
Photo from Ming’s performance. Photo credit 
Diane Rockall
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Obituaries
    Included below are names of community residents who have recently died and of whom 
we have been notified. Death notices were also listed on Stockbridge Community News 
website within the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a future 
edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available for a fee.
 · Dean Katz - died June 27, 2019
 · Joyce Osburn - died June 28, 2019
 · Melvin Smith - died June 28, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Justin Caudill - died June 28, 2019 - Jackson
 · Donald Pollok - died July 9, 2019 - Stockbridge
 · Dolores Berry - died July 16, 2019 - formerly of Stockbridge
 · Kathryn M. Stephens - died July 18, 2019 - Munith

Death Notices
Melvin Smith

Photo provided by family.

Melvin Smith, age 85, of Stockbridge, MI died on June 
28, 2019.  He was born on July 11, 1933 the son of Ernest 
and Mabel (VanBonn) Smith in Salem Twp, MI.  

Melvin married Barbara J (Kitley) in 1951 and she 
preceded him in death in January of 1995.  He married 
Karen Willer (wife) In June of 1996 and she survives.  Also 
surviving are five children; Kenneth (Sue) Smith, Kim 
(Bev) Smith, Kathy (Rod) McClinchey and Tyler Willar 
of Stockbridge and Kelly Schupbach.  One brother Bill 
(Vi) Smith of Columbia, SC;  Nine grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.  

Mel moved to Stockbridge from Salem Twp in 1948.  
He worked at Park – Davis, Ann Arbor, MI until he retired 
in 1991. Active in 4-H horse club, Pals in the Saddle.  
Mostly known in the Michigan Sheep Breeders community 
for raising Registered Tunis sheep, his passion for family 
and farming.  

He was, also, an avid deer hunter.  Visitation was 
held on Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral 
Home.  Funeral services were on Wednesday, July 3. 2019 
at Caskey-Mitchell Funeral home, Stockbridge, MI with 

Craig Goodlock officiating.  In lieu of flowers, contributions can be sent to SAESA or Great Lakes 
Caring Hospice.

Boyce Family Reunion celebrates 
nearly 100 in a row

by Jean Boyce
The Boyces of Michigan are getting excited! The 2019 Boyce family reunion will 

be held on Sunday, Aug. 11, at the Stockbridge Veterans Park. What makes this one 
noteworthy is that the family is nearing 100 years of gathering for food, fun, laughter and 
lively conversation. 

Samuel and Sarah Cutter Boyce came to Michigan in 1835 from Steuben County, N.Y. 
Their descendants settled in the Stockbridge and North Lake communities, near Boyce 
Road and M-52 and also the North Lake/North Territorial Road areas. 

Samuel and Sarah had a total of 11 children. However, the Boyces in this area stemmed 
from just two branches of those 11: Benjamin and Emeline (Jacobs) Boyce and Spencer and 
Mary (Wallace) Boyce.

The 100th reunion committee has been working over the past several months to make 
the Boyce family members aware of the rich heritage they share with their ancestors. The 
first annual reunion was held on Aug. 20, 1921, with 90 relatives coming from Jackson, 
Chelsea, Charlotte, Plainfield, Gregory, Dansville, Mason, Olivet, Ann Arbor and Detroit 
areas. A special poem was written by Edson Sherman for the occasion titled, “Welcome, 
Cousins, Every One; all are welcome, barring none!” 

Many interesting facts and pictures have been uncovered and shared via a private Boyce 
Family Facebook page, and over the past three years many family members have written 
interesting and often amusing unheard family stories.

The entire park has been reserved with expectations that relatives from around the U.S. 
and even Canada will attend. A special program that will include family stories and skits 
will follow the potluck dinner. Old-fashioned and current day games for children are also 
planned.

Family member and author of this article, Jean Boyce, had this to say about the special 
event: “We are pleased that we can meet in the village of Stockbridge, where many of our 
ancestors started out when they came to Michigan. The color for the day will be blue shirts 
and tops, and many pictures will help preserve priceless memories of this special day.”

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Kelsey 
E. Underhile graduated from basic military 
training May 22, 2019 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio.

The airman completed an intensive, 
eight-week program that included training 
in military discipline and studies, Air Force 
core values, physical fitness, and basic 
warfare principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic training 
also earn four credits toward an associate 
in applied science degree through the 
Community College of the Air Force.

Underhile earned distinction as an honor 
graduate.

She is the daughter of Stacey and Lee 
Underhile, of South Lyon, Mich., and sister 
of Justin Underhile, of Jackson, Mich., and 
Nick Cooke, of Ann Arbor, Mich.

She is a 2016 graduate of Stockbridge 
High School, Stockbridge, Mich. She earned 
an associate degree in 2018 from Jackson 
College, Jackson, Mich.

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Kelsey E. 
Underhile graduates from basic 
military training

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Kelsey E. 
Underhile. Air Force provided photo

Ming page 16
Ming Louis and his wife Barbara have a special affinity for libraries, having both 

been librarians at one time and they promote reading throughout their shows.  
They travel throughout the mid-Michigan area from their home in Northville, 

entertaining young and old.  Their appearance in Stockbridge was part of CADL’s 
2019 Summer Reading Program.  Weekly programs and reading logs with prizes are 
available to kids and adults each summer.

The next Wednesday event starting at 10:30 is “Reach for the Stars,” a mini space 
camp on Aug. 7.

In addition to these summer reading programs ,there are two remaining Arts and 
Crafts  with Colleen for teens to tweens  scheduled.  Offsite offerings include Activities 
in the Park, providing weekly stories and games on Fridays at 11 a.m. through Aug. 16 
at Veterans Park, also hosted by local artist Colleen Redfield and funded by the Friends 
of the Stockbridge Library. Though the summer is fleeting, it’s not too late to get out 
and enjoy some or all of the remaining programs. Flyers are available in the library on 
a regular basis for upcoming programs or more information can be found at 
www.cadl.org.
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Office page 11
 Many of them may find they end up having two or three options for where they want 

to go. We are really confident we can place them if they decide to relocate to another 
practice. The staff that has supported Tonya are some of the most compassionate, supportive 
physician staff you could have. 

Q: Stockbridge is a small town, and many people rely on Family Medicine of 
Stockbridge for their medical care. How does St. Joe/Trinity Health plan to help 
patients in the Stockbridge community find a new doctor? How do you expect the very 
few practices in the surrounding areas to take on everyone in need of a new doctor?

A: Wherever the patient wants to seek care next, we will make sure the transfer of 
medical records are easy for the patient. We do believe through the suggested sites, we will 
be able to accommodate patients that want to go there.

Q: Tonya and Nicole are both being transferred to an IHA office in Howell? Does 
this mean IHA is going to be taking over care for the Stockbridge area? Or is there a 
Trinity Health/IHA Merger in the works?

A: IHA has been with St. Joseph Mercy since around 2009-2010. Historically, we had 
IHA physicians and practices separated, and about a year and a half ago, we decided it was 
better to have IHA be the managing party for St. Joseph Mercy group.

Q: What will happen to the empty office building? Could another health 
organization such as U of M, Sparrow or Henry Ford buy the building?

A: We are certainly in the early stages of looking into the real estate of the building. 
We’re still in the process of discussing what we want to do with the building. If we decided 
to list it, we would not prevent someone else from providing medical care in that building. 
It’s a very nice building, and we would not stand in the way of anyone who wanted to 
purchase the building.

Q: What specifically do you want Stockbridge residents and Family Medicine of 
Stockbridge patients to know about the closing?

A: I really want to emphasize that we really want to listen to Stockbridge 
residents in terms of creative and innovative ideas regarding transportation. 
What would be a helpful approach? Would a call center for an Uber or Lyft 
or access to the Wave bus help? Would specific handicap transportation be 
helpful? These suggestions would help me to better utilize the community 
benefits to help the Stockbridge community. I also want to reiterate that 
wherever patients go for their future care, we will work with them to make it 
easy for medical information to be transferred because continuity of care is a 
high priority for us. 

Q: Is there anything else I didn’t ask you about that you want to 
make sure I include?

A: I want Stockbridge residents to know that we are still committed to 
Stockbridge. We provide support through various initiatives, including our 
community benefit funding, which has funded a lot of initiatives in the 
community, including Stockbridge Community Outreach, 5 Healthy Towns, 
SRSLY and physical therapy at our Chelsea location is now available for 
Stockbridge students.

Anyone wishing to send feedback, suggestions, request a call back 
or address any concerns should email St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea at 
stjosephmercychelsea@trinity-health.org. They will be monitoring the email 
and responding to each individual.

A list of the other nearby locations St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea are 
recommending to patients, though they will help patients transfer their 
care to any location they would like, is available on our website, www.
stockbridgecommunitynews.com.
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Stockbridge Community Outreach’s 
Fresh Food Initiative benefits over 
70 local families

Over 70 families benefited from the free produce 
distributed at the Fresh Food Initiative held at Jeruel 
Baptist Church Monday, July 8.  “We were surprised at 
the number of people who showed up on the first night!” 
exclaimed volunteer coordinator, Stephanie Yannella.  
Those who showed up took home bags of potatoes, 
assorted produce, dry pinto beans, walnuts, asparagus, 
oranges, and beets.  Many who came went through the 
line more than once.

The grant-based program, coordinated through The 
Food Bank of South Central Michigan and Stockbridge 

Over 70 families benefited from Stockbridge 
Community Outreach’s new grant-based Fresh 
Fruit Initiative program on July 8. Photo from 
Stockbridge Community outreach

Community Outreach, drops off enough produce every week for 125 families.  Outreach has been 
campaigning to get the word out in the community that this program is available throughout the 
summer to any family in need and no ID is necessary.  

If you or someone you know has a need for free food (is low income; qualifies for government 
assistance, free lunch, etc.), distributions are every Monday at 5 p.m. through Sept. 24, except for 
Labor Day.  Jeruel Baptist Church is located just outside of Munith on M-106.  The address is 11400 
Plum Orchard Rodd.  Volunteers are always welcome, too.  Please arrive at 4 p.m. to volunteer.
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SRSLY Youth develop leadership skills at Youth
International’s Conference

SRSLY Youth members develop their leadership skills at the Youth to Youth 
International’s Conference in Columbus, Ohio. Photo courtesy of SRSLY

A dozen SRSLY youth traveled to Columbus, Ohio, in June where they joined 
hundreds of youth from across the country for the Youth to Youth International’s 
Conference. Held from June 18 through 21 at Ohio Dominican University, the 
conference focused on engaging young people through meaningful activities and 
experiences to help them develop and implement their own ideas to create positive 
change.

Youth from each of the four SRSLY communities – Chelsea, Dexter, Manchester, 
and Stockbridge – attended the conference, where they heard from nationally known 
speakers, attended interactive workshops, and learned positive leadership skills. 

Youth were also able to befriend students from across the country who are similarly 
working to prevent youth substance use. 

Stockbridge High School senior and SRSLY youth member Caitlin Fowler attended 
the conference as a youth staff member for the second time this year. She said the 
conference is the best part of her summer. 

“You get to know a lot of new people and being youth staff is the best thing that you 
could do,” Fowler said. “You learn leadership skills, problem solving skills, and you get 
to meet people who become like your family.”

The youth all participated in “Family Group” meetings of conference attendees, or 
small groups that provide a space for them to reflect and talk about what they had learned each day. SRSLY youth said these groups were one of their favorite parts of the 
conference. 

Youth also heard from inspirational speakers.  
Dexter eighth-grade student Sydney Tchoryk said one speaker shared the message about how they can use their passion to create change in their communities. 

“Passion has the meaning of PASS-I-ON, passing yourself on through your actions,” Tchoryk said.
With a host of new leadership skills, that’s exactly what the SRSLY youth plan to do. 
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From the 
superintendent’s 
desk

We continue to hire outstanding teachers at 
Stockbridge Community Schools.

As the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year 
is quickly approaching, we would like to introduce 
to you new staff that have made a commitment to 
teaching in our district.

The following new staff have been hired:
Senior High
Hannah Reyes is a familiar face in our district and has been hired to serve as 

our Senior High Science Teacher. Hannah will be teaching Senior High Chemistry 
for us next fall.  Hannah has a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Science from 
Michigan State University and a Master’s Degree from Antioch University in New 
England.

Rita Stricklin is our new Senior High English Teacher. Rita has recently held a 
position at the University of Akron (Ohio) teaching Composition.  Prior to Akron, 
Rita taught Secondary Reading and Composition in Bangor, Michigan. Rita has 
a Bachelor’s Degree in English Education and Africana Studies from Western 
Michigan University and a Master’s Degree in Literature.

Junior High 
Sonya Salinas is our new Junior High English Teacher.  Sonya has several 

years in education as a Secondary English instructor in both Michigan and Texas. 
Sonya has a Bachelor’s Degree from Eastern Michigan University, a Master’s 
Degree from Aquinas College, and is currently working on her Doctorate Degree in 
Instructional Technology and Leadership.

Lana Clayton will be our new Junior High Science Teacher.  Lana will be 
teaching 7th-grade students in Life Sciences.  Lana has prior experience teaching 
elementary and middle school computer science. Lana has a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Eastern Michigan University and is currently working on her Master’s 
Degree.

Heritage School
Amber Robidou will be teaching 5th grade at Heritage School.  Amber has 

several successful years of teaching experience in both Colorado and Montana as 
a Special Education Teacher. Amber has a Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree 
both from Michigan State University in Elementary and Special Education.

Smith Elementary
Ashlee Muscato is a familiar face in the district as a lead teacher in early 

childhood education. Ashlee’s new position will include continuing as a lead 
teacher in early childhood education and will also serve as a PK-2 special education 
teacher at Smith Elementary.  Ashlee has a Bachelor’s Degree from Central 
Michigan University.

Megan Rainer has been asked to teach Kindergarten for us next year Megan has 
multiple years of teaching experience in Howell Public Schools as an Elementary 
Special Education Teacher.  Megan has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 
Education and Special Education from Eastern Michigan University.

We have a few more positions to fill and will be introducing any additional new 
hires next month. 

Looking forward to the next school year.
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 

1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Waterloo Township Board 
Budget Hearing Meeting 

Unapproved Minutes
25 June 2019  6:30 p.m.

9773 Mt. Hope Road
Munith, MI 49259

Call to Order:  6:40 p.m.
Pledge
Present:  Lance, Kitley, Walz,  

McAlister.  Absent: Morency
Public Comment:  None
• Kitley motioned with support from 

Walz to approve the 26 June 2018 
Budget Hearing minutes.  Aye/all; No/
none.  Absent: Morency.   Motion 
carried. 
• Lance motioned with support 

from Kitley to accept the July 1, 
2019 – June 30, 2020 budget as 
presented:  Revenue in the amount of 
$602,500; expenditures in the amount 
of $543,675. Roll call vote:  Yes/ 
McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance.  No/
none. Absent:  Morency.   Motion 
carried. 
• Lance motioned with support 

from Kitley to adopt  the General 
Appropriations Act (Budget) R-18-6-
26-1 for the new budget year beginning 
July 1, 2018.  Roll call vote:  Yes/Walz, 
Kitley, Lance, McAlister.  No/none.  
Absent: Morency.    Motion carried.
• Lance motioned with support from 

Walz to accept the Waterloo Township 
Holiday Closing Schedule for 2019-
2020.  Aye/all; no/none. Absent:  
Morency.   Motion carried.  
• Lance motioned with support from 

McAlister to accept the posting locations 
as presented.  Yes/all; no/none.  Absent:  
Morency.   Motion carried.
Public Comment:  None
 Walz motioned with support from 

McAlister to adjourn at 6:50 p.m. Aye/
all; no/none.  Motion carried.

Submitted by:  
Janice Kitley, 

Waterloo Township Clerk
Budget copies will be available at the 

Waterloo Township Office and on the 
website.

Experimental Aircraft Association 
Chapter 55 Mason Aviation Day 
scheduled for August 17

Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 55 will host Mason Aviation Day on 
Saturday, Aug. 17.

There will be an “All-U-Can-Eat” Pancake Breakfast (served with eggs, sausage, 
juice & coffee) from 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Cost $7 for adults and $3 for ages 12 and 
younger.

Lunch will be served from noon until 2 p.m. with Pork BBQ, Brats, and Hot 
Dogs on the menu.  Costs range from $3 to $4.

We will be cooking up breakfast and lunch rain or shine – but fingers are crossed 
for wonderful summer weather to watch many types of homebuilt, antique, warbird 
and general aviation aircraft as they fly in throughout the day.  Various aviation 
exhibits are also planned.

Airplane rides will be available for $30 per person.  Bi-Plane rides will also be 
available for $75 per person.  Both are weather permitting.

Lansing Community College Aviation Technology Center will be hosting an 
Open House in conjunction with this event with tours of their outstanding facility.  
This will afford visitors to the airport an excellent opportunity learn about this 
world-class educational program available in our own community.

EAA Chapter 55 invites all to come out to the Mason-Jewett Airport at the 
corner of Kipp and Eden roads in Mason for a fun day of food and planes, planes, 
planes.

FREE ADMISSION   ~   FREE PARKING
For more info, contact Drew 517-333-4531 or vickie@eaa55.org or visit www.

eaa55.org
Like us on Facebook:  EAA Chapter 55
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Baseball has record-breaking season

by Keith Michaels
The varsity baseball team had a record-

breaking 2019 season with several individual 
and team records being set by the Panthers. 

Stockbridge went 22-17 overall on the 
season and finished 11-7 on the GLAC. The 
39 total games was a Stockbridge baseball 
record as well as the 22 victories.

Alex Rose led the Panthers by setting 
several records on the mound and at the plate. 
He earned 1st Team All-GLAC Honors as 
well as 1st Team All-District. He recorded 
23 doubles this season which puts him in the 
MHSAA baseball record books tied for fifth 
for doubles in a season and set the school 
record with 62 hits on the year. He also set 
records for RBIs in a season and career, runs 
scored in a season and career, stolen bases in 

Soccer earns post-season awards
by Keith Michaels
The Stockbridge girls’ soccer team wrapped up the 2019 season with a 9-10-1 overall record and 

the Panthers have received numerous post-season honors.
The Panthers earned Academic All-State Honors with a team GPA of 3.95. They had eight 

student-athletes with 4.00 GPA’s on this year’s squad.
Individual Academic All-State Awards went to Baylee Heidrich, Kylin Heidrich, Hailey Howard, 

Sylvia Whitt, Bri Hill, Evey Ortiz-Martinez, Chelsey Asquith, Kaitlin Miller, Anna Schlaff, Paige 
Brown, and Alexis Killinger.

Baylee Heidrich was named first team All-GLAC, while second-team honors went to Kylin 
Heidrich and Bri Hill, while Sylvia Whitt was Honorable Mention.

See Soccer on page 23.

Breslin named Honorable 
Mention All-State Softball

by Keith Michaels
For the first time since 

2001, the Stockbridge 
softball team had a player 
earn All-State Honors 
when Junior Emily 
Breslin was named a 
Division 3 Honorable 
Mention for the 2019 
season.

She is the first Panther 
to receive All-State 
Honors since Sarah 
Caskey did it in 2001.

Breslin, a three-year 
varsity starter, continues 
to smash all the Panthers 
pitching and hitting 

Alex Rose set several records for the baseball team in 2019. Photo 
credit Keith Michaels

a season and career, as well as other records. He set a school record with 10 victories on the mound, strikeouts 
in a season (118) and in a game (17), and career (195). 

Daniel Ballagh also earned 1st Team All-GLAC and All-District Honors. He also earned Academic All-
District and Regional Honors. He holds the Panthers records with a hit by pitches in a season with 13 and 34 
for a career, which is 20th All-Time in the MHSAA.

Brody Canfield earned Academic All-State Honors. He was also named to the Academic All District and 
Region teams and earned 2nd Team All-GLAC Honors.

Gage Place was a four-year player for the Panthers and finished with school records of 126 games played 
in a career, plate appearances in a career (396), and singles in a career with 88.

The team handed out several team awards for the season.
Rose was named the MVP and earned the Silver Slugger award with a .466 average.
Gold Glove Awards went to Place and Ballagh.
Ballagh was given the Grant Whitaker Leadership Through Character Award. The award is given annually 

to a Stockbridge baseball player who honors Grant’s memory of his dedication to service in the community 
and surrounding areas through his humble and respectful interactions with everyone he met.

Best Relief Pitcher went to Aiden Trost, while Canfield earned the Comeback Player of the Year. The 
Clemente Award went to Kaleb Adkins and the Coaches Award to Pete Loso

Emily Breslin was named Honorable Mention 
Division 3 All-State Softball for the spring 
of 2019. The first Panther to earn All-State 
Softball Honors since Sarah Caskey in 2001.  
Photo credit Keith Michaels
records with one more season to go.

She set the career strikeout mark with 623 through her junior season 
and the career win mark with 51. She set the school record for wins in 
a season with 22, shutouts in a season with 11 and shutouts in a career 
with 16. She struck out 262 batters in 2019, second behind Missy Smith, 
who struck out 300 in 2006.

Offensively she set the career RBI mark with 132 and is second in 
career home runs (20) and home runs in a season with 12. Tammy Love 
is the record holder in home runs in a season with 13 in 1987, and a 
career with 32 from 1985-88.

Most of the Stockbridge softball offensive stats prior to 2000 were 
hard to find, so they are rough estimates.

Breslin also earned All-GLAC Honors and was named to the 
Division 3 All-District and All-Region teams.

Other Panthers to earn First Team All-GLAC Honors were Taylor 
Carey, Paige Wooden, and Hannah Gutting. Second team All-GLAC 
Honors went to Katelyn Knieper and Hannah Lockhart.

Carey and Lockhart were also named to the All-District and All-
Region teams.

The Panthers as a team finished with a school record 24 win and a 
24-9 overall record. They came up just short in their bid for the first 
league title for Stockbridge since 1988, falling in the last game of the 
regular season to Lakewood.

Most of the squad will return in 2020 and there will be high 
expectations for the Panthers.
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STOCKBRIDGE SPORTS
Stockbridge coed softball team hosts 
first game of season

Soccer page 22

All-District Honors went to Baylee Heidrich, 
Kylin Heidrich, Bri Hill, Peyton Killinger, Sylvia 
Whitt, Megan Catron, and Paige Brown.

The team handed out their own awards at the 
post-season banquet. Kaylin Heidrich was named 
the team MVP. Bri Hill and Kaylin Heidrich were 
named co-offensive players of the year. Baylee 
Heidrich was named the defensive player of the 
year. The most improved award went to Alic 
Hawkins and the inspirational player of the year 
went to Ann Schlaff.

The Panthers finished strong in 2019 and graduate 
just four players from this year’s squad. They will 
go into 2020 with high hopes on a strong season.

Tiffani Eibler. Photo credit Keith Michaels Matt Harden. Photo credit Keith Michaels
Jason Borg. Photo credit Keith Michaels

Matt Gauthier. Photo credit Keith Michaels
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