
SHS Kalysta Connolly makes 
women’s wrestling history

by Cindy Lance
Stockbridge High 

School freshman 
Kalysta Connolly, 
daughter of Brian and 
Stephanie Connolly, 
made history this 
month, not only through 
her participation in 
the Michigan girls 
high school wrestling 
state championship 
competition, but also 
with her 8th place 
finish.

As Brendan Savage 
reported Jan. 31 on 
Mlive, for the first time 

Unadilla Township bands together to 
help fire chief

Fire Chief Schroeder is recovering from a pulmonary 
embolism. User provided photo

by Judy Williams
Unadilla Township Fire Chief Mark 

Schroeder spent his entire life helping 
others in need, interrupting his own 
activities, day or night, in times of 
emergency.

Now, his friends, neighbors and 
township residents are rallying to his side 
as Schroeder faces his own health crisis.

On Feb. 2, the community came 
together at a fundraising event at the 
Putnam Township fire barn to help 
Schroeder with his medical expenses.

Every local emergency response 
agency, as well as residents from Unadilla and surrounding areas, contributed donations, food, 
advertising, or worked in setup and cleanup.

During the event, the Dexter Area Fire Department covered the Unadilla Township emergency 
calls to allow Unadilla’s crews to attend the event.

Assistant Fire Chief Wendy Hause smiled as she recently reported the results of the benefit and 
the GoFundMe site.

“We were able to raise over $15,000 to help Chief Schroeder,” Hause said. “Now Chief 
Schroeder will be able to concentrate on his recovery. He is so appreciative and humbled by this 
show of support.”

Schroeder had a pulmonary embolism and was hospitalized on Jan. 22. He later was moved 
to CRC Kresge rehab center in Chelsea. He is being treated with the usual clot busters and blood 
thinners and is closely monitored.

Schroeder is a lifelong resident of Unadilla Township and a longtime member of the fire 
department. He works as a handyman in the community and Unadilla Township firefighters are paid 
on call. Unfortunately, he is experiencing financial difficulties because of the medical expenses.

Those who missed the fundraiser still have an opportunity to help Chief Schroeder. Donations 
can be made out to UFFA, and mailed to 17620 Gregory Road, Gregory, MI 48137.

in history, Michigan was to hold a girls high school wrestling 
state championship on Sunday, Feb. 3. Previously, girls have 
participated on boys’ teams in order to have a shot at a state 
title. But this year, the Michigan Wrestling Association held the 
Girls High School Wrestling State Finals at Adrian College. 

See Wrestling on page 7.

Stockbridge High School freshman 
Kalysta Connolly, daughter of Brian 
and Stephanie Connolly, made history 
this month with her participation in the 
Michigan girls high school wrestling 
state championship competition and her 
8th place win. Picture courtesy of Brian 
Connolly

Mike Levine Lakelands State 
Park announces Heritage 
Project

Lakelands Trail State Park--officially the Mike Levine 
Lakelands Trail State Park since Jan. 20, 2017--is a 
multiuse trail converted from abandoned railroad 
corridors that runs east-west through Stockbridge. It 
is currently 20 miles, but in 2019 it is being extended 
toward Jackson and is expected to be about 34 
miles long when finished.

by Hope 
Salyer

The 
Mike Levine 
Lakelands 
Trail 
announced 
Feb. 7 its 
plans for 
a Heritage 
Project. 
Operated by 
the Michigan 
History 
Center, the 

goal of the MLLT Heritage Project is to ignite pride, promote 
preservation and inspire learning. 

See Trails on page 11.

March is Women’s Month, and SCN is 
pleased to feature some local women 
who have made and continue to make 
a difference in our community. Don’t 
miss this special section, beginning 
on page 16.

Stockbridge Jr/Sr High releases students 
early following a social media threat

User provided photo

by Hope Salyer
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School released students 

at 1 p.m. Feb. 21 following a social media threat. 
Smith and Heritage Elementary schools remained 
open, but parents could sign their child out at the 
main office if they chose to do so.

According to multiple sources, a former student 
threatened the school in a Facebook post. The post 
stated, “F*** Stockbridge... fake f**** schooling needs 
to be blown with everyone in it.”

Stockbridge Community Schools Superintendent 
Karl Heidrich said, “Administration was notified of a 
social media threat towards the school district. We 
contacted Chief Torres to initiate and conduct an 

investigation. Out of precaution and concern for the safety for our students, our district buildings were locked 
down until further notice. We decided to release school early afternoon for the Junior/Senior High. We were 
then infomed that the suspect has been apprehended and our schools could remain open. The lockdown was 
lifted for both Smith and Heritage and school ended at the normal time.  School Safety continues to be a priority 
for our students and school district.”

Chief Johnnie Torres said, “I can confirm that a former student, 19 years old and a Livingston County 
resident, has been arrested for making a terrorist threat to the Stockbridge schools.” Formal charges were 
denied through the Ingham County prosecutors office on Feb. 22.
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Heritage Spelling Bee

Winners of the event. Photo credit Nikki Myers

by Nikki Myers
Nikki Myers, sixth-grade social studies 

teacher, organized a spelling bee at 
Heritage on Jan. 16. Thirty students 
participated in grades third through sixth. 
The pronouncer was Rachel Buchanan 
from Home.fm radio station in Spring 
Arbor.  The three judges were Jim Kelly, 
Kary Gee, and Cindy Lance.

Our winners from left to right were:
Third Grade-Allie Dalton
Fourth Grade-Dana Moody
Fifth Grade-Cooper Ruehs
Sixth Grade-Eliana Johnson

Cooper and Eliana will compete in the Mlive Jackson Citizen Patriot Spelling Bee on March 19 
at Western Community Arts Center, 1400 S. Dearing Road, Parma, starting at 6 p.m. Remember to 
wish them well if you see them.

PTO and Wake UP restock school supplies

Photo credit Jill Ogden

by Jill Ogden
The frigid temperatures broke just in 

time to welcome the stuff-a-bus school 
supply drive in the parking lot of C&J 
Family Pizzeria. With the help of the 
pizzeria, Wake Up Stockbridge and the 
Panther Cubs PTO, supplies were donated 
by the community to the school district to 
restock teachers’ depleting stores. Wish 
list items included disinfectant wipes, 
copy paper, expo markers, Ziploc bags 
and Band-Aids. The PTO hopes to make 
this an annual event. If you missed the 

bus and would still like to 
donate supplies, contact Jill 
OgdenPanthercubspto@
gmail.com 

Monday night Lions Bingo ends
Stockbridge Lions discontinued their Monday 

night Bingos on Monday, Feb. 25. In recent years, 
attendance has declined. Watch for a story of the 
event’s history after the final bingo.  The Legion is 
continuing to host bingo on Wednesday nights.
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Healthy cooking focus of Outreach Program
by Karen Smith
In an effort to help local families learn to cook and eat more fresh foods, Stockbridge Community Outreach has provided a program 

called “Learning By Doing” for the past three years to 21 families. Funded by The 5 Healthy Towns Foundation, this seven-week program 
begins with an orientation meeting where an adult member of each family meets with the facilitator, Suzi Greenway, who leads a short 
cooking demonstration, illustrating such things as basic knife skills. 

For the next five weeks, participants pick up complete ingredients for a healthy meal, plus high-quality cookware pertinent to that dish. 
Past classes have received Wusthoff knives, stockpots, woks, salad spinners, a variety of utensils, and other items. The final week, all the 

families meet together for a pizza party to receive their “chef awards” and provide feedback about the program.
Group facilitator, Suzi, is extremely enthusiastic about the program, although it is a labor and time intensive project. Each meal is portioned according to the number 

and ages in each family. She provides step-by- step instructions, as well as a color photograph of the finished product. Some recipes she has provided the group include 
Beef Bourguignon, chicken stir fry, and potato bacon soup. While the food sounds and tastes expensive, it is selected with thrift in mind. By shopping sales and seasonal 
ingredients, Suzi is able to put together inexpensive, yet delicious, fresh meals.

The benefits of the program are the obvious learning to cook and eat healthier. Less apparent benefits of the program include enhanced self-esteem and greater 
family cohesion. There is something about cooking delicious food and proudly sharing it with those you care about that enhances one’s sense of worth. It can’t be found 
in a box of frozen chicken tenders. It’s also about the learning of new skills and experiencing a feeling of capability. Outreach hopes to continue to offer the program to 
many more families in the future.

Stockbridge Capital Area District Library spring events
FOR ALL AGES
Family Game Night Take a break with family and friends on selected Fridays. 

Play Sushi Go Party!, Codenames, Spot it Junior!, Animal upon Animal, Apples to 
Apples and more. We’ll have snacks, too. Fridays, March 22, April 26, May 17 • 5 – 
6:45 p.m.

The Green Book: Driving Through the Jim Crow Era with the Gilmore Car 
Museum Hear the true story behind the Green Book, a guide that helped black 
travelers during the height of segregation find safe and welcoming accommodations, 
resorts, restaurants and even gas stations. Learn about discrimination of all kinds 
and the Civil Rights Movement in America.Tuesday, March 26 • 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Live Animals in the Library! --With Potter Park Zoo Come to learn about and 
see a variety of live animals at the library! Hosted by Potter Park Zoo Wednesday, 
May 1 • 4– 4:45 p.m.

Market Music Series The library and other community partners invite you to 
enjoy live music at the Stockbridge Open Air Market on Fridays throughout the 
month, weather permitting. Fridays, May 3-31 • 5:30-7 p.m.

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
Special ECLC Character Visits (Ages 3-6) Visit for special storytimes with 

these very special guests! Llama Llama, Saturday, March 9 • 1-2 p.m. Ladybug Girl 
Wednesday, March 20 • 1-2 p.m.

Preschool Storytimes with Crafts (Ages 3-6) This series was designed 
especially for 3- to 6-year-olds, but younger patrons are welcome with close adult 
supervision. Wednesdays, March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 24 and May 1 • 12:15 p.m.

FOR OLDER CHILDREN & TEENS
 Minecraft Game Night (Ages 8-15) Get your game on with fellow Minecrafters 

in an after-hours event open to beginner, intermediate and advanced players. 
Refreshments provided. No registration required. Fridays, March 8 and May 10 • 

7–8:30 p.m.
Kids Read to Oliver (Ages 6 & up) Kids will enjoy reading aloud to a specially 

trained golden retriever. Wednesdays, March 13, April 10, May 8 • 6–6:30 p.m.
Escape from the Stockbridge Library! (Ages 13 & up) Can you escape from 

the library? Gather your friends and see if you can! Each date will have a different 
themed room. Fridays, April 5 and May 3 • 6:45-7 p.m. and 7:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
*Registration required.  Call the library at 517-851-7810 or stop in to register.

FOR ADULTS
Coffee Chat Wednesdays, March 6, 13, 20 & 27; April 3, 10, 17 & 24; May 1, 

8, 15, 22 • 11 a.m. Welcome spring by connecting with other community members 
on Wednesday mornings. Talk about local events, favorite books or movies, new 
reads, or whatever comes up.

Hispanic Outlaws in the Old West. Join Carlos Villegas-Castaneda in a 
program about 19th-century Hispanic outlaws – a general view of motives, cases 
and motivations to break the law. Mr. Villegas-Castaneda is an instructor of 
Spanish language, literature and culture at Adrian College. Wednesday, March 13 
•   4 – 5 p.m.

Adult Book Discussion Bring your brown-bag lunch at noon and discuss 
books with us! Refreshments served. Friday, March 29 • Noon: The Hate U Give, 
by Angie Thomas [This title is the 2019 Capital Area One Read book] Friday, April 
26 • Noon: The Postmistress, by Sarah Blake Friday, May 31 • Noon: The First 15 
Lives of Harry August, by Claire North

Japanese-American Experience: the internment camps of World War 
II. Help us mark Asian-Pacific Heritage Month with this presentation of how 
Japanese-Americans endeavored to make their lives as “normal” as possible while 
imprisoned. Presented by Carlos Villegas-Castenada, an instructor of Spanish 
language, literature and culture at Adrian College. Wednesday, May 8 •   4 – 5 p.m.
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March 2 - Panther Club PTO 
Quartermania, 6 to 9 p.m. at Heritage 
Elementary School
March 6 - For Adults: Coffee Chat 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 8 - Minecraft Game Night (Ages 8 
to 15), 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
March 9 - Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church CE Building
March 9 - Special ECLC Character Visits 
(Ages 3 to 6), 1-2 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library
March 9 - Chicken and Buscuit Dinner, 
5 p.m. at Plainfield United Methodist 
Church
March 13 - For Adults: Coffee Chat 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 13 - For Adults: Hispanic Outlaws 
in the Old West, 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 13 - Kids Read to Oliver (Ages 6 
and up), 6 to 6:30 p.m. at the Stockbridge 
Library

Community Calendar
March 16 - SRSLY Sixth Annual 3x3 
Basketball Tournament, 8:30 a.m. at 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School
March 20 - For Adults: Coffee Chat 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 20 - Special ECLC Character 
Visits (Ages 3 to 6), 1-2 p.m. at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 21 - Stockbridge Community 
Schools’ Kindergarten and Young 5’s 
Round-Up, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Smith Elementary School
March 22 - Family Game Night, 5 to 6:45 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Library
March 26 - The Green Book: Driving 
Through the Jim Crow Era with the 
Gilmore Car Museum, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
March 27 - For Adults: Coffee Chat 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Stockbridge Library
March 27 - Preschool Storytimes with 
crafts (Ages 3 to 6), 12:15 to 1 p.m. at 
the Stockbridge Library
For more community events visit:
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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This I believe

In addition to writing, Melanie 
Eskew, a 15-year-old sophomore at 
Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School, is 
involved in FIRST Robotics, Science 
Olympiad and Quiz Bowl. User pro-
vided photos

Below, is the first of what SCN plans to offer as a monthly student-
written, “This I Believe,” column. To kick off, we are pleased to feature 
“I Believe in Kindness,” by Melanie Eskew, a 15-year-old sophomore 
at Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School. In addition to polishing her writing 
skills, Eskew is involved in FIRST Robotics, Science Olympiad and 
Quiz Bowl.  

For the past several years, Stockbridge High School and the 
Stockbridge Friends of the Library have collaborated to offer an essay-
writing contest in order to engage SHS students in an exploration 
of the core beliefs that guide their daily lives. Held twice a year, the 
contest is based on NPR’s four-year-running and now defunct “This I 
Believe” program.

According to Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School teacher Jessica 
Martell, students wrote essays and delivered them as part of Speech 
Day, her favorite day of the semester. “It showcases these young 
students at their best,” she said. “Some students are incredibly gifted 
writers, some are dynamic performers, some demonstrate vast 
courage in sharing difficult stories, and some prove to be wonderfully 
supportive audience members and friends.  While most of them start 

out a bit nervous to present, afterwards, they’re so proud of themselves for sharing something real.”
The essays, submitted anonymously to a Friends of the Library panel, are reviewed and winners 

recommended. The Friends then contribute $25 to first place, $15 to second place and $10 to third place. 
Winners are typically photographed and their images displayed in the library.

Teacher Alaina Feliks, who has worked on the project with the Friends since 2014, said, “It has become 
quite a tradition.” She credited Elizabeth Cyr, SHS’s nationally acclaimed journalism and yearbook teacher, for 
initiating the program with the Friends of the Library, and also the Red Sky Café, a predecessor to Cravingz 
Café, for originating the local activity.

I believe in kindness
by Melanie Eskew
Cassie woke me up with her cries. My eyes and ears were still recovering from my deep sleep, I didn’t 

process the news she had given me.
“Pop had another stroke and died this morning.”
This news didn’t shock me, however. The hospital called us earlier that week and warned us that he might 

not live much longer and if he did, he wouldn’t be able to talk and would be paralyzed. 
I didn’t process what had actually happened until I got on the bus to go to school and my bus driver started 

talking to me.
“How’s your Pop doing? I miss seeing him waiting out there with you.”

My tears came rushing out, like a dam bursting and releasing all of 
its water. I felt like I was just hit by a truck. I wasn’t emotional because 
I would never see him again, I was emotional because I never had the 
chance to show him how grateful I was.

My great-grandmother, Gram, and my great-grandfather, Pop, 
welcomed my sister and me into their home when my mom was 
incarcerated in 2010. Although, the transition was rough, Gram and Pop 
treated us like kids of their own. I never had a fatherly figure in my life 
because my dad had to move away when I was only a toddler. However, 
Pop changed that. 

He was not a perfect man and did have his bad days, but his good 
days outweighed the bad. Pop would always wake Cassie and me up on 
school mornings and would make breakfast for us. During the day, he 
would take us on walks in the woods and at night time, he held my hand 
down the dim hallway that led to my bedroom because I was terrified of 
the dark.

Although I loved Pop, I wasn’t always kind to him. I always found 
myself brushing him off when he tried to make conversation with me.  I 
was embarrassed when he waited with me at the bus stop because I was 
afraid of what the kids on the bus would think. Never did I realize how 
great a man he was until he passed. It takes a lot for a 74-year-old man 
to start taking care of kids again even though at that point in his life, he 
should have been traveling and enjoying his retirement. 

I’m ashamed of how I treated Pop when he was still here. After I 
realized he was gone, I was angry at myself for never showing how 
grateful I truly was and not being able to apologize to him for the things 
I’ve said and done. Now that I am more mature than I was five years ago, 
I would do anything to go back and treat him the way he deserved to be 
treated: with kindness and respect. 

I’ve learned the hard way to always be kind to people and remind 
your loved ones of how much they mean to you, especially the elders in 
your life. My great-grandmother is 82 years old and still takes care of me. 
She has played a huge motherly role in my life, and I’m aware that she 
won’t be around for too much longer. 

I show my appreciation towards her by making her breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner on most days knowing simple tasks like that are 
difficult for her. And even though my sister is a pain, I still do my best 
to spend as much time with her as I can and treat her well because I 
believe in kindness. And I’ve learned that tomorrow is never promised 
and I wouldn’t want my last memory with a loved one to be something 
regretful. Now I may not be rich with money, but I am rich with great 
people in my life who deserve to be reminded of their worth by showing 
them nothing but kindness and respect.
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Stockbridge students’ films win awards at 
Thunder Bay International Film Festival

by Diane Rockall
Stockbridge sophomores Kaitlin Miller and Molly 

Nichols’ short film “Joining Hands 2018” placed third and 
their short film “#Exploration is: The Ezra Project” placed 
fourth out of 48 entries at the Fourth Annual Student 
Film Competition at the Thunder Bay International Film 
Festival.

“Joining Hands 2018” is a short film about the 
Stockbridge InvenTeam’s recent trip to American Samoa 
viewable on Youtube at https://youtu.be/AwNTEftTUKg.

“#Exploration is: The Ezra Project” is a short film about 
creating an adaptive fishing pole for a local boy.  It can be 
seen on Youtube at:  https://youtu.be/pbJ3ug_LwDQ

Awards were sponsored by the Friends of Thunder Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary and Michigan Sea Grant for 
five of the twelve selected and screened films. Students 
submitted films 5 minutes or less in length about the 
theme:  “Exploration Is.” All the winning films will be 
posted on the Friends of Thunder Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary Facebook page:

Festival awards winners were:
Fifth Place:  Elizabeth Black and Lilly Hamann from 

Alpena High School

Local winners Molly Nichols and Kaitlyn 
Miller receive their awards. User provided 
photo

Fourth Place: Molly Nichols, Kaitlin Miller from Stockbridge High School
Third Place: The Stockbridge High School “Inventeam”
Second Place: Noah Fetty, Matthew Guest, and Tanner Hatch from Alpena High School
First Place: Akia Rutherford from Rogers City High School
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Wrestling page 1
Kalysta, a first-year wrestler, was in a very tough weight 

class. Coach Brent Young said, “in her final match she had 
to beat a senior athlete to retain her position. She was losing 
8-1. With 37 seconds left, she pinned her opponent, winning the 
match! Very proud of her!”

When asked what inspired her to join wrestling, Kalysta said 
that “it was something new, and I wanted to participate in a winter 
sport.” She enjoyed the season, she said, and learned that not 
only does wrestling push a person to work harder every day, 
“it also pushes you physically and mentally to a state you have 
never been pushed to before.”

Kalysta indicated it felt amazing to participate in something 
so new, and also to create history. “It was emotional to be able 
to place 8th as a freshman. Now I know that next season I have 
some things to work on, to place better next championship.”

In a time when participation in athletics and extracurricular 
activities are facing challenges in Stockbridge Community 
Schools, it is inspiring to see this bright and vivacious young 
women try something new. She encourages any females 
interested in wrestling not to be afraid and to come on out. The 
team would love to have new teammates join the rest of the 
males and females. “We look forward to growing and building the 
program!” she said.

FOR RENT Clinton West & Lakewood 
Apartments are now taking applications. Clinton 
West Apartments is Senior housing for persons 
62 and older or Disabled at any age. It is a 
barrier free Community offering one (1) bedroom 
apartments. Lakewood Apartments are Family 
housing, offering 1 & 2 bedroom apartments. We 
are located at 839 S. Clinton St. in the beautiful 
town of Stockbridge, MI. 517-851-7093 or 
Lakewood@pkhousing.com

Michigan women play roles in Civil War

Sarah Emma Edmonds 
passed herself off as a 
man and used her abilities 
at disguise to become a 
spy for the Union Army 
and infiltrate Confederate 
positions in Virginia and 
Kentucky.

by Ron and Arlene Kaiser
As a group, many women of Michigan stepped up admirably during 

the Civil War. They already were hardier and more independent than their 
eastern counterparts, the result of the demanding extremes of pioneer life.

Following are some examples of Michigan’s courageous women:
Sarah Emma Edmonds, from Flint, passed herself off as a man, and 

enlisted in the 2nd Michigan Infantry as Franklin Flint Thompson, initially 
serving as a male nurse.

Later Edmonds used her abilities at disguise to become a spy for the 
Union Army and infiltrate Confederate positions in Virginia. 

According to her writings, “One disguise required Edmonds to use 
silver nitrate to dye her skin black, wear a black wig, and walk into the 
Confederacy disguised as a black man by the name of Cuff. Another time 
she entered as an Irish peddler woman by the name of Bridget O’Shea, 
claiming that she was selling apples and soap to the soldiers. Again, she 
was ‘working for the Confederates’ as a black laundress when a packet 
of official papers fell out of an officer’s jacket. When Thompson returned 
to the Union with the papers, the generals were delighted. Another time, 

“Michigan Bridget,” Bridget Divers 
(or Deavers). “Sometimes when a 
soldier fell, she took his place, fighting 
in his stead with unfailing courage. 
Sometimes she rallied retreating troops. 
Sometimes she removed the wounded 
from the field, always fearless and 
daring, always doing good service as a 
soldier.”

she worked as a detective in Kentucky as Charles Mayberry, 
uncovering a Confederacy agent.” (Edmonds, S. Emma E., 
Nurse and Spy in the Union Army, chapter XV.)

On her transfer west, Edmonds undertook the same role in 
Kentucky before reverting to her old role as a nurse for General 
Grant’s Vicksburg Campaign.

She became ill with malaria and went to a private hospital 
to avoid discovery. Consequently, she was listed as a deserter. 
Then she went to Washington, D.C., and worked as a nurse, this 
time as a woman.

Edmonds later published her memoirs and eventually 
received a congressional discharge as well as an Army pension.

See Women on page 19.
Ohio-born, Julia Susan Wheelock Freeman was an 
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Staff Spotlight: Rachel Jones: Dedicated to bringing out the best in her students

Rachel Jones realizes that physical 
education can often be an area where 
a student feels awkward or afraid to try 
something new for fear of looking foolish. 
With that in mind, she does her best to 
create a comfortable setting where “it’s 
okay to fail, as long as you keep trying 
and do your best.” User provided photo

by Amy Haggerty
Gym class in school influenced many of us 

to become the people we are today. There, 
we learned valuable physical skills that set a 
pattern for lifelong fitness. Rachel Jones, a 19-
year veteran teacher, exposes her young 5s to 
5th grade students to a variety of activities. She 
makes gym class a fun, game-like experience, 
and her students love her classes.

Jones grew up north of Stockbridge in 
St. Louis, Mich. While attending Saginaw 
Valley State University, she played 4 years of 
volleyball and held two very different part time 
jobs. After graduating with a major in Physical 
Education K-12 and a minor in 7-12 grade 
Biology, she worked at the Saginaw Juvenile 
Detention Center and made pizza at Italian 
Oven.

She was happy to find Stockbridge, similar 
to St. Louis. “Stockbridge reminded me of a lot 
of my hometown St. Louis,” she said. “I had a 
great childhood and great experiences growing 
up in a small town.”

Jones married Ryan 19 years ago, and they 
have two children, Brock, 15, is a sophomore, 
and Maggie, 12, a seventh-grader. Both attend 

Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School.
“Stockbridge has been absolutely wonderful to me and my family,” Jones added. “This 

town takes care of their friends and neighbors.”
Physical Education has always been Jones’ favorite subject. “It gives students a chance to 

excel in a different area,” she said. “Kids get to become creative, learn important social skills, 
participate in an interactive way, and sometimes just have fun.” Jones said she loves getting 
to know her students. Since she has them for multiple years, she enjoys watching them grow.

One of the best parts of teaching in Stockbridge, she says, is when a former student tells 
her something they remember from her class. “It means a lot to me that something I did or 
something I taught was so memorable to them.”

Smith Elementary Principal Brad Edwards said, “Ms. Jones is a dedicated PE teacher 
who seeks to bring out the best in her students. It is always fun to see how engaging she 
is with her students.” Edwards said,  “She is very involved with her students,” and she 
consistently “makes sure students are using correct form when completing their activities.”

Jones feels field days are some of her greater accomplishments. Her students look 
forward to them, and her former students often bring up field days in reference to their 
best memories. “It’s a great ending to the year, and a chance for kids to have fun with their 
classmates and teachers.”

Jones encourages her students to “give their best effort.” She realizes that physical 
education can often be an area where a student feels awkward or afraid to try something 
new for fear of looking foolish. With that in mind, she does her best to create a comfortable 
setting where “it’s okay to fail, as long as you keep trying and do your best.”
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Stockbridge Jr/Sr High School Honor Roll
Seventh Grade Students
Paul Baird, Joseph Ballagh, 

Andrea Borowy, Casey Brown, Grace 
Burg, Breonna Caron, Coco Cesarz, 
Brady Cole, Landen Cole, Kegan 
Collins, Madelynn Dalton, Julianna 
Debozy, Rebecca Drew, Jaylynn 
Ellsworth, Connor Fitzsimmons, 
Zachary Fletcher, Ayla Gerisch, Jason 
Gruber, Gavin Hart, Gabrielle Heath, 
Kolton Heidrich, Clarissa HIll, Evan 
Horneber, Maggie Jones, Angelina 
Kavanagh, Alaina Kellenberger, Amber 
Knoll, Taylor Lockhart, Cameron 
Loveall, William Marshall, Lucy 
Mierzwa, Gaven Numinen, Jose Ortiz-
Martinez, Kaitlyn Oversmith, Azora 
Parks, Wyatt Perry, Matthew Poole, 
Isabelle Queen, Gracee Robidou, 
Melanie Satkowiak, Claire Schray, 
Taiyler Stanfield, Chloe Suter, Nicole 
Wadkins, Shalynn Weinman, Zane 
Whitt, Samantha Wilson, Ethan Wright

Eighth Grade Students
Adrianna Adkins, Connor Allen, 

Bailey Bartrum, Drew Bennett, 
Josephina Beutler, Micah Bolton, 
Larissa Boyce, Hannah Breslin, 
Kathryn Brumm, Collin Cook, Krista 
Culver, Makenzie Dalton, Ashlee 
Grumelot, Tierney Hackworth, Jack 
Hammerberg, Timothy Handshoe, 
Damien Hayes, Ivori Hufnagel, Emma 
Kaltschmidt, Noah Lewis, Maggie 
Mahler, Hannah Marshall, Paul 
Marshall, Jack McLennan , Devon 
Moser, Alora Mullins, Jade Mullins, 
Grace Niec, Gabriella Phillips, Donavin 
Pignanello,Arianna Place, Brianna 
Polenz, Rylee Recchy, Janelle Risner, 
Jacob Sawicki, Christopher Smith, 
Jolie Smith, Emily Vaccaro, Alyssa 
VanHook, Emily VanPelt, Kristina 
Wilde, Lillian Williams

Ninth Grade Students
Riley Aiken, Audrey Austin, William 

Bedgood, Madison Bentley, Hythem 
Beydoun, Yarely Cervantes Melchor, 
Jaidehn Conant, Joseph Cool, 
Joshua Cool, Mya Crockett, Grace 
Dreier, Anthony Ellis, Olivia Fletcher, 
Karley Flores, Logan Fowler, Sidney 
Gipe, Tylee Gipson, Marissa Goble, 
Dominick Hamlett, McKenzie Hatfield, 
Kylin Heidrich, Brandon Howlett, Jonah 
Huskey-Wright, Kaitlyn James, Riley 
Kennedy, Emily Khozouie, Ashton 
Knoll, Austin Knoll, Sarah Lackey, 
Daniel Mahler IV, Zachary Miller, Ally 
Minix, Nickole Mons. Connor Mowery, 
Makayla Myers, McKenzie Noble, 
Jack Nothnagel, Drew Philipp, Kaitlyn 
Pilch, Paige Rice, Harlie Robinson, 
Brooklyn Rochow, Jeffry Rogers, 
Gwen Rogozinski, Shailynn Romero, 
Julianna Rooke, Gavin Salyer, Dalton 
Satkowiak, Dominic Storie, Sydney 
Switzenberg, Spencer Tanner, 
Brooklyn Tate, Alexandria Teachout, 
Rylee Tolson, Xyan Torrey, Jeremiah 
Two-Bears, Kaitelyn Walker, Connor 
Whitaker, Jaslyn Wilkins, Merle Wilson, 
Veronica Wilson, Brendan Wright, 
Mayzie Wright, Brenden Yannella

Tenth Grade Students
Makenna Allison, Chelsey Asquith, 

Brooklyn Baker, Claire Beauregard, 
Devin Caroen, Rose Casto, Jonah 
Coffman, Kaylee Dalton, Keshava 
Demerath-Shanti, Abigail Douglas, 
Trystyn Ellsworth, Melanie Eskew, 
Diane Evans, Hailee Fraser-Gutting, 
Haley Gipson, Jacey Gustafson, 
Grace Hall, Carissa Heinzman, Alexis 
Hightower, Brianna Hill, Hailey Howard, 
Lillian Humrich, Peter Johnson, Brock 
Jones, Peyton Killinger, Laurynn Kittle, 
Isaac Lance, Hannah Lockhart, Julia 
Marhofer, Spencer McLennan, Kaitlin 
Miller, Andrea Nicholas, Molly Nichols, 
Evelyn Ortiz-Martinez, Amelia Pulley, 
Chelsea Redford, Bella Roberts, Noah 

Robidou, Malena Rosedale, Samantha 
Stitt, Austin Storie-Vine, Luke 
Suojanen, Brynn Tatar, Riley Warrens, 
Wyatt Whitaker, Emily Woods, 
Mackenzye Yannella, Benjamin Young, 
Miracle Young, Joy Youngblood

Eleventh Grade Students
Kaleb Adkins, Kelsey Andrews, 

Samantha Argento, Ashley Blanzy, 
Isabelle Bliss, Hannah Bolton,       
Emily Breslin, Kael Bunce, Taylor 
Carey, Andrew Carriero, Megan 
Catron, Maira Cervantes Melchor, 
Cassandra Chapman, Frederick 
Choate, Shaddai Demerath-Shanti, 
Haley Ely, Caitlin Fowler, Lucas 
Gauss, Oriana Hackworth, Christopher 
Hall, Alic-Mychael Hawkins, Baylee 
Heidrich, Christopher Kaltner, Alexis 
Killinger, Morgan King, Adam Knight, 
Emmalee Laraway, Elysia Medina, 
John Morris, Jordan Myers, Bradley 
Niec, Zoanne Ousley, Rachel Owen, 
Maria Risner, Jacob Rooke, Breanna 
Salyer, Zachary Sawicki, Anastasia 
Schlaff, Kaylie Shepard, Tyler 
Showerman, Hannah Smith, Adam 
Twining, Sylvia Whitt, Paige Wooden

Twelfth Grade Students
Gracie Allen, Daniel Ballagh, Paige 

Brown, Sawyer Brunette, Amanda 
Brussow, Brody Canfield, Reilly 
Caroen, Jarett Caudill, Samantha 
Drew, Jacob Ensign, Hunter Fee, 
Rachel Frazzini, Autumn Goble, 
Charles Graves, Hannah Gutting, 
Jade Harbert, Lena Jackson, Ethan 
Jones, Katelyn Knieper, Macy Kruger, 
Peter Loso, Terence McCleer, Chloe 
Miner, Jacob Myers, Bethany Plennert, 
Isaac Pratt, Abbey Salyer, Nicholas 
Spadafore, William Taylor, Ronald 
Tolson, Tayler Varner, Alyssa Warner, 
Derek Young, Kael Youngblood, 
Andrew Zeigler, Michelle Zemke
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March Student of the Month: Emily Satkowiak

“I recently noticed Emily helping 
another student with a difficult 
math problem by teaching and 
guiding them through each step,” 
fourth-grade teacher Katherine 
Anderson said. “She did this 
completely on her own because 
she noticed a classmate in 
need.” Picture Courtesy of Heritage 
Principal Sarah Bentley

by Cindy Lance
Emily Satkowiak, Heritage Elementary fourth-grader, 

personifies the saying, “You Before Me.”
Satkowiak is enthusiastic about learning and is a positive role 

model, according to her teacher Katherine Anderson.
“I recently noticed Emily helping another student with a difficult 

math problem by teaching and guiding them through each step,” 
Anderson said. “She did this completely on her own because she 
noticed a classmate in need.”

“Her kindness, hard work, and positive attitude shine through 
each day,” Anderson continued.

Emily Satkowiak, daughter of Jason and Colleen Satkowiak, 
has an older brother Dalton, older sister Melanie, and younger 
sister Alexa. She has attended Stockbridge Community Schools 
since kindergarten.

She said her teachers and parents are a big influence on her 
life. Not only have teachers helped her grow, she said, they are 
caring and helpful to students.

Recently, Satkowiak earned a medal representing her class in 
the Heritage Spelling Bee. In third grade, she was the recipient of 
the Art Award.

Aside from academics, Satkowiak is also involved in basketball, 
softball and dancing. Hobbies include completing puzzles and 
reading “A Series of Unfortunate Events.”

From the 
superintendent’s 
desk

Dear Parents,
It has been a difficult winter for 

schools in Michigan this year.  One 

School closings due 
to inclement weather

“In the classroom, Satkowiak is an outstanding student who consistently goes above and beyond 
in all that she does,” Anderson said.

She loves math and hopes to attend Harvard to become a scientist.

    Included below are names of community residents who have recently 
died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices were also listed 
on Stockbridge Community News website within the past month. If you 
wish to have a death notice included in a future edition, please contact 
Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are available 
for a fee.
 · Robert “Bob” Wilson - died Jan. 26, 2019 - Bunker Hill Township
 · Susan Blair - died Feb. 3, 2019 - attended Jeruel Baptist Church
 · Lorraine Baum - died Feb. 4, 2019 - Pleasant Lake

Death Notices

common question I’m asked by parents and community is “How 
is our district going to make up time and days of school?” This 
question can be a bit complex to answer at this time.

The number of make-up days needed cannot be determined 
as of yet. The Michigan Department of Education grants Michigan 
districts six days of closure without the need to make up days.  A 
waiver can be submitted to the Michigan Department of Education 
to request up to three additional days beyond the six days 
granted at the beginning of the school year. We have applied for 
the three additional days due to the state government and school 
shutdowns for extreme temperatures and weather during the last 
week in January. We are currently awaiting a response from MDE 
as our waiver is pending.

There are too many unknowns to currently announce the exact 
number of days we will need to make up. At this point, without 
knowing whether our waiver has been approved or not, we may 
need to make up between one and four days of school. Further, 
it’s important to keep in mind that this range may continue to 
increase if we miss additional days between now and April 1st. 
Our school district plans on sending out another parent letter 
towards the end of March regarding a finalized district calendar 
for making up days of school. It is also important to note that 
we have no plans to alter any of our predetermined days off for 
upcoming holidays or spring break. However, families do need 
to be prepared for additional days of school that may need to be 
added to the end of the school year in June. 

Looking forward to warm weather and spring!
Sincerely,
Karl Heidrich, 
Superintendent
Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community 

Schools since 1999 and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Washington, D.C.’s Newseum features front 
page of SHS’s Uncaged

by Patrice Johnson
Washington, D.C.’s Newseum featured the Feb. 13 front 

page of Uncaged, the student-produced news publication 
of Stockbridge High School. Editor-in-chief, senior Logan 
Connolly, wrote and designed the concept.

Newseum, considered one of the most interactive 
museums in the world, 

pursues the mission of increasing public understanding of 
the importance of a free press and the First Amendment.

“If you have ever visited the Newseum, you’ll understand 
our awe,” said SHS English Department Chair and 
journalism/yearbook teacher Elizabeth Cyr. 

Uncaged and its student journalists are no strangers 
to awards and nationwide recognition. In October 2018, 
Uncaged newspaper and website were awarded a Crown 
Finalist from CSPA. 

See Uncaged on page 11.

Darrick Kraatz, teacher Elizabeth Cyr, and 
Hailey Fisher. Photo credit Hannah Glair



Stockbridge Community NewsMarch 2019 11

According to the team, the product will include interpretive panels, art and 
informational booths that tell the story of the Stockbridge Community.

Joshua Kaminski said, “The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
is gathering ideas of what historical landmarks and events to highlight along 
the length of the trail. A meeting is being held to gather information from the 
community on the heritage stories that took place along the trail corridor.”

The Stockbridge Area Genealogical-Historical Society will host the meeting, 
on Wednesday, March 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Stockbridge Library. The public 
meeting is not exclusive to Stockbridge history, and open to surrounding areas. 
For more information, visit the MLLT Heritage Project Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/MLLTHeritageProject, or reach out to Joshua, jkamins9@emich.
edu, or Dan Spegal, spegeld@michigan.gov.

Trails page 1

September 2018, the Uncaged news 
team learned it had earned a Gold 
Medalist from the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association.

Newseum visitors experience the 
story of news, the role of a free press 
in major events in history, and how the 
core freedoms of the First Amendment 
— religion, speech, press, assembly 
and petition — apply to their lives.

The Newseum has seven levels with 
15 galleries and 15 theaters. Exhibits 
include the 9/11 Gallery Sponsored by 
Comcast, which displays the broadcast 
antennae from the top of the World 
Trade Center; the Berlin Wall Gallery, 
whose eight concrete sections are 
one of the largest displays of the 
original wall outside Germany; and the 
Pulitzer Prize Photographs Gallery, 
which features photographs from every 
Pulitzer Prize–winning entry dating back 
to 1942.

Uncaged page 10

Washington, D.C.’s Newseum featured 
the Feb. 13 front page of Uncaged, the 
student-produced news publication 
of Stockbridge High School. Editor-in-
chief, senior Logan Connolly, wrote and 
designed the concept.

Annual SAEF Festival of Tables set for March 23

Balloons galore for the 3rd place SSB Bank.  Sheena 
Williams, Kristi Brewster, and Donna Wisney show off 
their table.  The table was decorated by 13 year old 
balloon artist, Drew  Bennett. Photo credit 
Judy Williams

By Caitlyn Salow 
The Stockbridge Area Education Foundation will host its 16th annual Festival of Tables, Saturday, 

March 23, at 6 p.m. at the Heritage Elementary School. This year, the foundation has been collecting 
sponsorships to cover the expenses of the night in hopes of every dollar raised on the night of March 23 
will be directed back to improving and expanding educational opportunities in our community.

Guests will be vying for another year’s worth of bragging rights in the table decorating competition. 
Musical entertainment will be provided during dinner by the Stockbridge High School Jazz band. No one 
will leave hungry with the evening’s meal being catered by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Hospital and the 
annual favorite of desserts by Laura O’Brien Sweets & Treats. While guests are enjoying the music and 
food, a wide range of items will be up for grabs in the silent auction.

All of this is the precursor to the night’s main event — the Live Auction. Local auctioneer Glenn Noble 
and his team will rile up the bidders to get top dollar. Live auction items include trees, vacations, assorted 
meat packages, power equipment and electronics. Running simultaneously are multiple raffles that offer 
a chance at winning $500 in the main raffle and various other 50/50 raffles and “Heads/Tails” games. 
There is surely something for everyone.

To join in on this outstanding community event, gather your group and reserve your table today (a 
table seats eight) for $35 per person. Want to size up the competition before trying your hand at table 
decorating? Reserve your table for $40 per person and have a centerpiece provided for your table by 
Country Petals Floral and Gifts.

Reservations should be made by March 15. Registration forms are available at www.panther.net 
and follow the SAEF link. Registrations also can be made by calling 517-851-8087, or by email to 
chuckwisman@yahoo.com.

Interested in joining Granger Waste Services, American Title Company of Jackson, Mugg & Bopps, 
Clog-Busters Sewer and Drain Services, and Tracey Hernly-Realtor as a sponsor of the night? Email 
caitlynbuchhop@@gmail.com for more information.

Can’t make it this year? Raffle tickets for the $500 prize are currently on sale up until the drawing on March 23. You also can donate goods or services 
for the live and silent auctions. Your donation may be tax deductible, consult your tax professional for advice.

The Stockbridge Area Education Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt organization whose purpose is to promote educational opportunities 
for area residents. Composed of entirely unpaid volunteers, the Stockbridge 
Area Education Foundation was established in October 2000 by a 
committee of dedicated residents.
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A look back in time
by Diane Rockall
In recognition, preparation for and celebration of Women’s History Month, this column will veer a little from its norm and look back at local 

women who made it into our historical records, a major feat for the time. Space forbids the possibility of including all those who contributed to 
what we have today.

The first permanent settlement of what is today called Stockbridge occurred in April 1834.  The first settlers were David Rogers and 
“his wife.” The land described technically is very near the furthest Southeast segment one Section 36, more plainly, approximately where 
Jackson, Washtenaw and Ingham counties meet. The land they settled was titled to John Davis, the father of Mrs. Rogers. It was identified 
as the first house of European settlers in Ingham County. The home was moved to the area from Lima Township on runners during the 
winter months. Later residents referred to it as a shanty.

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers operated a store of sorts to assist other newcomers on their journeys north and west.  The settlement which resulted 
was in the Southeast corner of the township. Was she our first businesswoman?

The Heman Lowe family were the second residents to arrive in Section 36. Their daughter, Rachel, was the first European immigrant 
female to be married in the township. Her husband was Hiram Stocking.

Opinions vary on the first female child born to the new residents, but one of the first was Abby, daughter of Daniel Dutcher, in what is now 
White Oak Township. Abby’s first husband George Wilson died in Civil War combat. She later married Elias Clark and lived in the Village of 
Stockbridge. Mr. Clark operated a flour mill at Center and Elizabeth. At the same location, Abby Clark operated a bakery and restaurant. Her 
specialties were whole wheat and brown bread, molasses and sugar cookies. She was perhaps our community’s first businesswoman as 
well as first female born in the area.

In 1892, the Stockbridge Sun Times ran a series of memoirs from local  early settlers that had been found in Durant’s “History of 
Michigan.” 

Abby Dutcher Clark wrote that she was the first female child in Ingham County. Mrs. Martha Presley, daughter of Heman Lowe, believed 
she was the second female birth in the area and that Mrs. Mary Rogers was the first. Also that her sister, Rachel, was the first caucasian 
female married in the county. Her brother, Peter Lowe, taught the first district school.

Mrs. A. M. Beebe had memories of early encounters, all of which were friendly, with their first neighbors, the Pottawatomy Native 
Americans in the area. She also recalled a severe winter in the 1840s that killed many head of cattle, while others were moved to different 
areas in order to be saved.

In the 1890s when these memoirs were recovered, Stockbridge was a thriving community and new technology had arrived. One of the 

Mary Ann Budd, circa 1890s, 
served as Stockbridge 
village’s first telephone 
operator and worked above 
the stores on East Main 
Street.

additions was telephone service. Mary Ann Budd, pictured at right, served as the village’s first telephone operator and worked above the stores on East Main Street. For 
the younger among us, at one time callers had to reach the operator to be connected to other people by the wonderful new invention, the telephone.

Our early settlers provide us with their memories, as well as their lives and their addition to our cumulative history. 
Diane Rockall serves in several capacities as a member of the Stockbridge Community News Board of Directors.
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The Wonders 
of Science

by Eric Rasmussen  
It is easy to take for granted the information 

available at our fingertips via our smartphones. But 
in fact, the phones we hold in our hands today are 
about 300 times more powerful than the computers 
used to land Apollo astronauts on the moon. With 

Our glorious age of (dis)information

these devices, we can access the entirety of human knowledge with a few clicks 
and swipes. 

Heck, we are close to the point where we do not even have to type anything. 
If we have a question, we can just say a keyword like “Hey, Siri” and we get 
a response. However, as the adage goes, with great power comes great 
responsibility. 

Going hand in hand with the information age is also the disinformation age. 
The internet is one part informative, one part misleading and one part cat memes. 
This article provides a random grab bag of various scientific falsehoods and 
misconceptions widely seen and shared across the internet.

The sky is blue
The popular childhood question, “Why is the sky blue?” is a great question. But 

it is also the wrong question. Better to ask, “Why does the sky change colors?”
When the sun is close to the horizon, the sky will look orange. But when the 

sun is overhead, the sky looks a fantastic blue. What is going on here?  The 
answer comes down to a concept known as Rayleigh Scattering. 

First off, remember the white light from our sun is actually composed of all the 
colors of the rainbow. This fact becomes evident when light interacts with water or 
glass and is separated into its spectrum of colors. Earth’s atmosphere, composed 
of billions and billions of molecules of oxygen, carbon dioxide, nitrogen, etc., 
interacts with light the same way. 

When light from the sun streams into Earth’s atmosphere, it hits these 
molecules and scatters like billiard balls. Blue light is affected the most by this 
process.

When the sun glows directly overhead, blue light scatters equally in all 
directions. This is why no matter where we look, the atmosphere will appear blue. 
However, when the sun is close to the horizon during a sunrise or sunset, its light 
actually has to travel a longer distance through the atmosphere. This longer path 
allows orange and red light to scatter alongside blue light, which results in the 
atmosphere taking on fantastic colorations. These same physics also cause our 
white sun to appear yellow. 

What goes up must come down
Yes, for everyday experiences this statement is true. Throw an object into 

the air, wait a moment, and down it comes. This phenomenon is especially 
important for the opening kickoff to a football game, which otherwise would be 

Eric dons protective 

sunglasses to gaze into blue 

sky and ask, “Why is the 

sun…white?” Photo credit 

Kelsey Rasmussen

most anticlimactic. “Here we go, the game 
has started…and it’s over,” as we watch the 
football sail into the cosmos. 

However, let us imagine we have a line 
of kickers and each one is stronger than the 
last. The first kicker kicks a ball, and it lands 
10 feet away. The next one kicks the ball, and 
it lands 80 feet away, 100 feet away, 1,000 
feet away, 20 miles away. Eventually, we 
might have a kicker who lambastes a football 
so hard it never lands. Instead, the ball keeps 
orbiting the Earth. Why? Because the ball 
is now falling at the same rate the Earth is 
curving away. 

This particular speed is called orbital 
speed, and for Earth that velocity is about 
67,000 miles per hour.  The next time the 
International Space Station goes by, let us 
look up and consider that the astronauts on 

Astronauts are not weightless 
because they left Earth’s gravity; 
rather, they are simply falling 
toward Earth at the same rate Earth 
is curving away.

board are traveling at 67,000 mph, and that is why they are in orbit. Astronauts 
are not weightless because they left Earth’s gravity; rather, they are simply falling 
toward Earth at the same rate Earth is curving away. 

Calories do not count on a birthday
This is 100 percent true. Anyone who says otherwise is lying. 
Stay tuned for Part II of the grab bag of (dis)information
Eric Rasmussen, BS, M.Ed., obtained his bachelor of science degree at the University 

of Colorado at Boulder. He majored in ecology and evolutionary biology, and now serves as 
a Learning Technology Coach at Erie High School and Erie Middle School in the St. Vrain 
Valley School District, CO.

Rural perspectives

Found a nice spot in this tree for a 
nest.Eating a peanut on the ground.

by Rose Collison
The fox squirrel, also known as the eastern fox 

squirrel or Bryant’s fox squirrel, is the largest species 
of tree squirrel native to North America. Despite the 
differences in size and coloration, they are sometimes 
mistaken for American red squirrels  or eastern gray 
squirrels in areas where the species co-exist. The 
squirrel’s body length measures 17.7 to 27.6 inches, 
tail length is 7.9-13.0 inches, and they range in weight 
from 1.1-2.2 pounds. In most areas, the animal’s 
upper body is brown-grey to brown-yellow with 
typically brownish orange underside. Fox squirrels 

have excellent vision and well-developed senses of hearing and smell. Fox  
squirrels have two types of shelters; leaf nests and tree dens. Tree dens are 
preferred over leaf nests during the winter and raising young. In general, fox 
squirrels’ foods include mast, tree buds, insects, tubers, bulbs, roots, bird eggs, 
seeds of pines and spring-fruiting trees, and fungi. They normally produce two 
litters a year, however, yearling females may only produce one. Most births 
occur in mid March and July. The average litter size is three. 

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and manages the Where’s 
Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a number of years.
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STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

February 18, 2019

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG 
Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge 
Township Board Meeting to order on 
February 18, 2019 at 7:30 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members 
present at the Stockbridge Township 
Regular Board Meeting; Supervisor CG 
Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris 
Lauckner, Trustee Ed Wetherell Member 
absent from meeting: Trustee Terry Sommer
Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence 
Citizen’s Comments Discussion
Lauckner motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Regular meeting agenda with 
Amended to add ZBA appointee to the top 
of Old Business Wetherell second All in 
Favor Motion Carried.
Lauckner motion to except the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Minutes as written 
from January 21, 2019 as Wetherell second 
All in Favor Motion Carrier
Lauckner motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board financial report as printed 
from April 1, 2018 thru February 18, 2019 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion 
Carried.
Old Business
Lauckner motion to accept Lantis 

appointment of James Wireman to the 
Stockbridge Township ZBA Wetherell 
Second All In Favor Motion Carried
Muraf and Lantis has contacted 

Stockbridge Township Attorney Peter 
Flintoft to make changes to the Lease 
agreement for Stockbridge Outreach. 

Stockbridge Township Planning Commission 
will meet monthly if there is nothing on the 
agenda the Planning Commission meeting will 
be canceled 7 days prior to meeting date
Lauckner motion to accept concept plans 

with the amended changes to the drawing 
from Fleis & Vandenbrink for the Stockbridge 
Township offices Wetherell Second Roll Call 
Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Wetherell Yes, 
Lantis Yes Motion Carried
New Business
Lauckner motion to amend resolutions 

# 2015-10 to replace Supervisor with any 
elected official of Stockbridge Township 
Wetherell Second  Roll Call Wetherell Yes, 
Lauckner Yes, Muraf Yes, Lantis Yes All in 
Favor Motion Carried 
Stockbridge Township Board will have 

Budget Hearing on March 20, 2019 at 6:00PM 
At the Stockbridge Township Hall and March 
27, 2019 budget meeting for 2019- 2020 
budget 
Lauckner motion to accept A.D.S. Bid for 

the Drains in the Stockbridge Township Hall 
Bays Muraf Second Roll Call Vote Muraf Yes, 
Wetherell Yes, Lauckner Yes, Lantis Yes All in 
Favor Motion Carried Lauckner second All in 
Favor Motion Carried
Lauckner motion to pay Stockbridge 

Township Board bills in the amount of 
$30,267.50 Wetherell Second All in Favor 
Motion Carried
Citizen’s Comments Discussion 
Lantis motion to adjourn the Stockbridge 

Township Board regular monthly meeting at 
8:38pm Laukner Second All in Favor Motion 
Carried

BM

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE SYNOPSIS 
February 4, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm.Roll Call: PRESENT: 
President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Chadwick Quintanilla, 
Trustee Greg Uihlein, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee Patrick Harden, ABSENT: 
Trustee Heath Corey; Others Present:  Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, Police Chief 

Johnnie Torres, John Gormley, Village Attorney, Citizens were also present; 
Pledge of Allegiance President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance.

Approval of Agenda MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Uihlein to approve 
the February 4, 2019 agenda; remove line 12 (closed session). Motion carried 
with unanimous ayes; Approval of Minutes: MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED 

by Mullins to approve the minutes of January 7, 2019 as presented. Motion 
carried with unanimous ayes.Public Comment – There were comments made 
by the public.FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable: MOTION by Cattell 

SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the accounts payable as presented by 
Clerk Nogle. AYES: Uihlein, Mullins, Harden, Cattell, Quintanilla, Howlett, NAYS: 
None ABSENT:  Corey MOTION PASSED President Report: President Howlett 
gave her Presidents Report.Police Report – Chief Torres gave his police report. 

MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED, hire a part-time police 
Officer Kevin Marshall at $16.50 per hour pending a successful background.

AYES: Cattell, Mullins, Quintanilla, Uihlein, Harden, Howlett NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Corey MOTION PASSED NEW BUSINESS Suzi Greenway MOTION 

by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED, the 2019 road closures as 
presented by Suzi Greenway.Motion carried with unanimous ayes.; UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS Public Comment-  There were comments made by the public. Council 

Comments  ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Uihlein, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:10pm. 

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved 
Meeting 22 January 2019 7 P.M.

9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259
Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, 

Morency.  Also present: 4 residents.
Public Comment:  None.
Consent Agenda:  Kitley motioned with 

support from Walz to accept the consent 
agenda as presented.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried. 
Correspondence:  None
Old Business:  Walz gave a report on the 

Parks and Recreation Committee meeting.    
There have been some donations that will 
cover seed for the path.  Lester Brothers 
have been chosen to do the work on the 
path and will begin the work in early spring.  
She has also attended a workshop on grant 
writing for the DNR grants.
New Business:  
• Morency stated that the Planning 

Commission had a guest at the meeting 
on January 15.  The guest was Hank 
Love, a consultant regarding the solar 
industry.  He had been given drafts of the 
solar farm ordinance.  There were some 
changes to the ordinance that is in progress.  
Wetlands were discussed.  Uses allowed 
on agricultural land, including weddings, 
etc.  Additional small towers for internet/
phone will be added to larger poles.  The 
DNR may be purchasing more properties 
through the State.  We don’t know how that 
will affect us.  Rental housing is also being 
discussed at the State level.  Beals stated 
that the small antennas for cells phones/
internet installed on larger poles cannot be 
ruled through the township.  The law firm is 
working on paperwork regarding this 
• Kitley motioned with support from 

McAlister to accept the insurance bid from 
Walton Agency for the year February 1, 
2019 through January 31, 2020 in the 
amount of $13,082.  Roll call vote:  Yes/
Morency, McAlister, Walz, Kitley, Lance.  
No/none.  Motion carried. 
• According to Walz, Mt. Hope Road will 

be resurfaced this Spring/Summer.  We are 
still working on getting the Truck Ordinance 
that we approved to be accepted by the 
Department of Transportation.  We have a 
lawyer working on it.
• The emergency siren in Munith will need 

replacing soon and we will look into sharing 
the cost with Henrietta Township because it 
benefits many of their residents also.
• The Township Audit went very well.  Our 

auditor suggested putting the amount of 
$46,227 which is still in the police account 
into the General Fund.  It still will only be 
able to be used for police purposes should 
we ever have police coverage again.  Kitley 
motioned with support from Morency to 
transfer the $46,227 in the Police Fund 
to the General Fund to be appropriated 
only for police purposes.  Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried.
Other Business That Comes Before The 

Board:  There was discussion on a potential 
zoning issue coming up in the Township.  It 
will be looked into further.
Public Comment:  Beals said his comments 

to Planning Commission were focused on 
Land Use at the last meeting but that there 
were a number of things that were voted on 
at the end of the Governor’s term that will 
affect the Township, including FOIA laws, 
elections, Assessing and others.  We will be 
hearing more about them soon. 
Adjournment:  Walz motioned with support 

from McAlister to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Aye/
all; no/none.  Motion carried.
The next Planning Commission meeting 

will be on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m.  The next regular Board meeting 
will be on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m.   Minutes will be published in the 
Stockbridge Community News at the end 
of each month, on our website at www.
waterlootwpmi.com and on our Facebook 
page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: 
Janice Kitley, 

Clerk

UNADILLA TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT Activity from January 16th 
– February 13th 2019: 

Wednesday, 01/16 Medical Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.
Thursday, 01/17 Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.; Domestic-

Spearswood Dr./Thorton Dr.; Animal Complaint-Cass St./Stockbridge St.
Friday, 01/18 Traffic Complaint-Cass St./Ovit St.
Saturday, 01/19 Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.
Sunday, 01/20 Property Damage Accident-Worden Rd./Doyle Rd.; Medical 

Assist EMS-Kathryn Ct./W. M-36
Monday, 01/21 Property Damage Accident-Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd.
Tuesday, 01/22 Medical Assist EMS-Kuhn St./Main St.; Suspicious Situation-

Webb St./Church St.; Accident-M-106/Dutton R.
Wednesday, 01/23 Intimidation/Harassment-W. M-36/Kathryn Ct.; Personal 

Injury Accident-Gregory Rd./Berkshire Rd.
Thursday, 01/24 Verbal Domestic-Templar Ave./Doyle Rd.
Friday, 01/25 Suspicious Vehicle-Church St./Main St.
Saturday, 01/26 Assist EMS-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.; Property Damage Accident-

Dexter Trl./Dutton Rd.
Sunday, 01/27 Property Damage Accident-Roepke Rd./Williamsville Rd.; 

Assist EMS-Twin Ponds Trl./W. M-36
Tuesday, 01/29 Larceny-Bullis Rd./Main St.
Wednesday, 01/30 Animal Complaint-Williamsville Rd./San Luray Dr.; Road 

Hazard-Williamsville Rd./Doyle Rd.
Thursday, 01/31 Animal Complaint-Livermore Rd./W. Trebesh Cir.
Friday, 02/01 Hit and Run-Walnut Ln./Bowdish Rd.
Saturday, 02/02 Medical Assist-Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.; Assist Village of Pinckney 

Police Department-W. M-36/W. Main St.; Respond to Alarm-Berkshire Rd./
Gregory Rd.

Sunday, 02/03 Animal Complaint-Pleasant Dr./Woodside Dr.
Wednesday, 02/06 Assist Village of Pinckney Police Department-W. Unadilla 

St./W. Main St.
Saturday, 02/09 Medical Assist EMS Doyle Rd./Doyle Ct.
Sunday, 02/10 Medical Assist EMS-Main St./M-36; Medical Assist EMS-

Williamsville Rd./Holmes Rd.
Monday, 02/11 Welfare Check/M-36/Main St.
Tuesday, 02/12 Property Damage Accident-Doyle/Holmes Rd.
Thursday, 02/14 Property Damage Accident-M-36/Dexter Trail; Welfare Check-

Spearswood Dr./Thornton Dr.
Chief David S. Russell Unadilla Township Police Department, 126 Webb St. 

Gregory, MI 48137 734-498-2325
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Think you know the area? Here’s 
a chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
selecting a mystery location within 
the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will 
be entered into a drawing, and one 
overall winner will be selected.

March’s winner will receive a 
$20 Farmers State Bank Branded 
Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you to 
Farmers State Bank.

March’s ‘Where’s Waldo’
 mystery location

Congratulations to last month’s winner, 
Dawn Clark for correctly identifying the 
barn Salute to the American Farmer on 
Dexter Trail.To participate, enter your 
best guess as to the subject of the photo 
along with your name, address and phone 

Recognize the subject of this picture and 
its location? Enter to win a $20 Farmers 
State Bank Branded Prepaid Visa gift card. 
Photo credit Rose Collison

number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail 
mail to Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI 
48137.

Entries must be dated or postmarked no later than March 8.
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Women of Note
Special education teacher Amy Haggerty 
continues her recovery

by Joan Tucker
Imagine getting a medical diagnosis that impacts your 

life forever. It happened to Amy Haggerty, a Stockbridge 
special education teacher, in December 2016, when she 
discovered she had a brain tumor.

After having increased headaches, dizziness, and 
short blackout periods, Amy went to her doctor, who 
recommended an MRI.

Only minutes after her MRI, while Amy was returning to 
her car, she got a call back from her doctor.

“Are you sitting down? You have a large brain tumor,” 
the doctor told her. “It’s obstructing blood flow to your 
brain as well as interfering with the drainage of cerebral 
spinal fluid. You need to go directly to the University of 
Michigan’s (hospital) emergency room.”

Amy sat in her car in disbelief and shock as she waited 
for her husband to drive her to the ER. This was the start of a prolonged hospitalization.

The surgery
In the hospital, Amy awaited surgery that only could be performed by a top-notch neurosurgeon. 

Doctors placed a shunt in her head to relieve the pressure, eventually reducing her headaches.
A week later, she underwent 13 hours of surgery where as many as 10 doctors were in and out 

of the operating room.
The hemangioblastoma tumor was in the cerebellum and protruded into the brain stem (located 

in the back bottom of the head), making surgery very technical. The cerebellum is responsible for 
balance and coordination, and it later impacted Amy’s recovery.

Recovery and rehab
Worries over Amy’s condition were just beginning. She spent eight long weeks in the intensive 

care unit. At first, a ventilator helped her breathe and she needed a feeding tube. During this 
complicated time as she began to heal, the medical team worked to keep her stable. Once Amy 
was able to breathe on her own and come off the many stabilizing medications, she started the next 
phase of her recovery.

See Haggerty on page 18.

Jean Bliss is Stockbridge’s 
own Energizer Bunny

by Judy 
Williams

If it’s winter, 
she is shoveling 
the snow-covered 
sidewalks. If it’s 
summer, she’s 
zipping around 
the Stockbridge 
Township square on 
a lawnmower. She’s 
Stockbridge’s own 
Energizer Bunny, 
Jean Bliss.

Bliss, born 
in Stockbridge 
Rowe Memorial 

Hospital, has spent her entire life living in the Stockbridge area. 
Her parents, George (Charlie) Hardt and Marian (Goodknecht) 
Buckley, also were longtime Stockbridge-area residents. Bliss 
attended Reeves Country School and is a 1964 graduate of 
Stockbridge High School.

In 1968, she met her soulmate, Marty Bliss, while working as 
a waitress at the Bob Blazes Inn. Marty was the bartender and 
it was love at first sight. On Nov. 2, 1968, just eight months after 
that first meeting, the couple were married in the Stockbridge 
Presbyterian Church.

Marty and Jean have three children, Marty, Jennifer and 
Brian. They are blessed with four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. The petite Bliss smiles and describes her life’s 
highlight as “my wonderful husband and family, they mean the 
world to me.”

See Bliss on page 18.

Businesswoman Wanda Outwater calls 
family her greatest achievement

by Diane Rockall
Wanda Outwater advises young women and men to 

follow their dream and stick to their paths. She says you 
may not end up where you thought you were going, but 
you will succeed if you follow your dream and save for your 
future along the way.

Wanda began life in Pleasant Lake, where her father, 
a World War II veteran, supervised Reno Farm. She is the 
daughter of Denver and Zona (nee Lefountain) Greene 
and attended Northwest Jackson Schools. After graduation, 
she went to Jackson Community College, where she 
studied to be a  conservation officer. She opted to join the 
Department of Natural Resources and stay nearer to home.

Wanda met her husband Brian while in college. She 
worked part time at Munith Market and the two met through a friend of Brian’s who at that time 
was working in construction. Some time later the couple married. They both had two girls, so they 
immediately became a family of six. 

See Outwater on page 18.

The woman beside the man, 
behind the name Marjorie 
(Marge) Abbott (1910 – 2013)

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Marjorie Abbott, of the Abbott 

& Fillmore Agency, led a full and 
truly extraordinary life of 102 years. 
Businesswoman, author, violinist, 
dancer and wife and mother, her 
talents seemed endless.

I fondly called her “My Lady,” 
because she carried herself as one 
of the finest ladies I have ever had 
the honor to meet and know.

 Marge was born on Friday the 
13th, May 1910, in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada.

 Raised as a child by her 
grandparents, her family migrated 
back and forth between Toronto and 
Detroit throughout her childhood. 

See Abbott on page 19. 
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Women of Note
Women in Gee family travel different paths 
to success

by Cindy Lance
“Behind every successful man, is 

a strong woman,” the saying goes. In 
Gary Gee’s case, five strong women 
stand at his side: wife Kaye (Wilson) 
and daughters Kary Gee, Michele 
Gee, Lisa Gee-Cram and Amanda 
Gee-Cummings. 

The family-run business, Gee 
Farms Nursery and Garden Center, 
began more than 100 years ago in 
the mid-1800s as an apple orchard. 
Today it is widely recognized within 
the nursery business, with Gary Gee 
world renowned as an expert on 
conifers and deciduous trees and 
shrubs.

The depth of the business’s roots 
in the community and the degree of 
its success are traceable, in large 

part, to the Gee women. All five lead successful lives and have taken divergent paths, yet one theme 
resonates among them: family first. Each in her own way is a proud alumni of Stockbridge Community 
Schools and is an avid supporter and contributor to the local area. Each is dedicated to the betterment of 
the community and its students. Here are their stories:

Kaye (Wilson) Gee 
Matriarch Kaye Gee, born in 1945 in Stockbridge to Mary Roberta and William Jennings Wilson, cites 

her mother as the biggest influence in her life. “She was a saint with never a bad word spoken,” Kaye 
recalls. Her family and the Gees were neighbors, and as kids, she and Gary were friends with each 
other’s siblings.

 The two married and raised four intelligent, hardworking daughters. Meanwhile, they continued to run 
the family business, and Kaye took the time to attend Jackson Community College. There she received 
her nursing degree and went on to become jack of all trades, helping the family business during its ups 
and downs. 

Kaye most enjoys her grandchildren, the pride and joy of her life. Watching them compete in sports, 
excel in academics, or simply put together puzzles reminds her that the  simple things in life are 
important. She loves the small, considerate community of Stockbridge and how citizens look after each 
other, but she worries about the high level of corruption in politics. That being said, Kaye’s advice to 
young women is simple: Strive to do your very best, keep your values high, and follow your heart. But 
never forget to use your mind.

Kary Gee
Eldest daughter Kary Gee, born December 1968, grew up on the farm and working it is in her blood. 

Kary credits her mother, Kaye, as “the biggest influence in my life.” Her mother, she says, was adamant 
that her daughters pursue higher education, so they could support themselves if the need arose. 

“Mom taught me that the world isn’t fair,” Kary says, “so be honest, own up to your mistakes, and to 
hold yourself to a higher level of expectation.” In 2000, after ten years working full time and using her 
dental hygienist degree from Lansing Community College, Kary came back to manage the farm full time.

That was a pivotal, trying year because not only was Kary changing careers, she was also going 
through a divorce. Somehow, she managed to juggle responsibilities of parenting sons Koltin (Emily) and 
Kaleb Grammar while transitioning into her new profession. Throughout, she is pleased to say she never 
missed any of her sons’ academic or extracurricular activities. 

Coming back into the family business and working with her parents and sisters has been very special, 
she said. The family is very close, so working with them is extremely gratifying.

 A saying that Kary keeps close in mind is “traditions are the stories that families write together.” 
She believes women can leave their mark in male-dominated professions like the nursery business and 
advises young women to “listen and learn from people in your life that have life experiences.”

“Family can go right along with your career, and money does not define your life successes,” she said. 
“Be happy in your career, be kind and your life will be filled with riches beyond your imagination.”

 Michele Gee
Second daughter Michele, born in 1970, graduated from SHS and with inspiration from her mom 

became a registered nurse. She currently works in Critical Care and says nursing has taught her to have 
patience, empathy, sympathy, humility, gratefulness and love.

 “To be able to save someone’s life or to hold their hand while they are dying is a true honor,” she 
said. Michele advises young people to stay away from drugs, choose friends wisely, and think before they 

post.
 “Pick the [friends who] care about you and only want what’s best 

for you,” she said. “Love with everything you have.” Michele implores 
young people to “do your homework, look at your sources, and use 
your own brain” before believing a post on social media.

Michele has two children, Mason, 20, and Madison, 18, both in 
college. She considers them her two greatest accomplishments. 
They are “self-motivated, smart, kind, beautiful inside and out,” she 
says, “and most importantly, they love their family and friends.”

 About six years ago, she was diagnosed with avascular necrosis 
of the talus bone. In short, her ankle bone died. A year ago, after 
seeking second opinions, Michele underwent surgery for a total talus 
replacement. She still has pain, she says. Cognizant of the growing 
opioid crisis, she has found alternatives for pain relief. 

Michele emphasizes that it is most important to “push on and 
keep going.” That spirit motivates her every May as the entire Gee 
family converges to help prepare the farm for its busy season.

“My parents have encouraged us and made it possible to come 
together often to eat, drink and laugh together,” she says. “This 
tradition we have passed on to all of our children, and we hope they 
continue with theirs.”

Lisa Gee-Cram   
Third daughter Lisa Gee-Cram, born in 1973, feels blessed to 

have Brent, her devoted husband of 20 years, at her side. The two 
have three “wonderful” children, Cody, Kaytlyn and Paige. 

Lisa, who graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Sienna 
Heights and a master’s degree from Northcentral University, says 
some of her most difficult times came in her teen years when she 
faced the challenge of teenage motherhood. 

 “I was blessed to not know what I didn’t know and to have a 
loving supportive family throughout those years,” she said, adding 
that she was determined not to become a victim of public opinion.

 Lisa excels as a woman of intelligence and dedication in 
law enforcement, another male-dominated profession. She is 
approaching her 24th anniversary with the Michigan State Police.

“Having a successful and productive career has allowed me to 
give back to my community through a committed and dedicated vow 
to public service,” she said. 

In conjunction with her happy marriage, Lisa considers her 
public service as one of her life’s highlights. “A great marriage is 
not when the perfect couple comes together.” She shares a quote 
by Dave Meur. “It is when an imperfect couple learns to enjoy their 
differences.”

Lisa reflects on her early, life-shaping years with a grateful heart. 
She is thankful, she says, that she was a teenage mother. But she 
regrets the worry she caused her mother and apologizes for the 
gray hair. She indicates her early years set her on a journey that 
she wouldn’t want any other way and that she is blessed to have 
experienced.

 Amanda Gee-Cummings 
Fourth and youngest daughter Amanda “Mandy,” born October 

1978, earned a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University in 
clinical laboratory science. She worked as a medical technologist at 
Ingham Medical before returning to the farm full time in 2007.

Mandy says her mom and dad taught her the value of hard work 
and family, and she believes being happy is an intentional choice. 
Recently Mandy and husband Chris started an adoption process for 
their son, Carter, a time-consuming and difficult process. They are 
pleased to have entered the final stages and are excited for what the 
future holds.

Mandy cites being a mother as her greatest accomplishment. 
Her advice to young women? “It is so true that the only difference 
between a dream and a goal is a plan. Get out there and make it 
happen!”

 Family first 
Each of the Gee women blazed a different path in life, yet 

each remains rooted in family. Perhaps Michele summarized their 
foundations best when she said, “All four of us followed a different 
career path in life, but we are a very close family that enjoys being 
together.”

Kaye Gee, Gary Gee, Mandy Gee-Cummings, Lisa Gee-Cram, 
Kary Gee, and Michele Gee. Photo courtesy of Kary Gee
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Haggerty page 16
Amy went to a medical unit and then an intensive rehab program at Saint Joseph Mercy Hospital Ann 

Arbor. Physical therapists taught her to walk again, starting with a lift to bear her weight in a standing position 
to eventually having her use a wheeled walker.

Speech therapists taught her to talk again by putting a finger on the tracheotomy site (an opening in 
her neck that was used to help her breathe after surgery). In time, this opening healed and normal speech 
resumed.

A speech therapist also began the technical process of strengthening Amy’s swallowing muscles to help her 
eat again. Occupational therapists worked on skills such as zipping and buttoning clothes, using her left hand 
to eat when she was right-handed, and performing the normal daily activities that we take for granted.

A recreational therapist played brain games with Amy to stimulate her thinking process. This incredible 
amount of work caused overwhelming fatigue for her.  In no way was she ready to go home.

During the month of May, the next phase of her care occurred at Chelsea Retirement’s Sub-Acute Rehab. 
Here, the requirement for long therapy hours was decreased. Amy started getting some much needed rest and 
sleep. She became interested in her friends and environment again.  She started using her cellphone and iPad 
(after relearning how to use them) to connect with family and friends.

Back at home
Home at last, but not fully recovered. For the next few months, Amy had a home visiting nurse and physical 

therapist. She grew stronger and started doing some basic household activities. Later that summer in 2017, 
with determination and her experience as a special education teacher, she taught herself how to write with 
her left hand. Amy’s determination served her well. Tired of relying on a cane and with the help of the physical 
therapist, she learned to walk independently. Amy continues to gain strength and momentum after this major 
technical brain surgery with minimal neurological deficits.

In January 2018, Amy started writing the Spotlight stories for the Stockbridge Community News, which 
featured Stockbridge School employees. She enjoys being connected to the school and community. She finds 
it stimulating and it is good brain exercise.

As a special education teacher, Amy knows the hard work of learning something a different way, along with 
the frustration of things not coming easily. Her advice to teachers is to help students find different ways to learn 
new things and be patient, adapt, and know it can be done.

Bliss page 16
Bliss doesn’t hesitate to say cancer had a great influence in 

her life. In 2006, she received her first diagnosis of lung and liver 
cancer and has been battling the disease since.

Bliss said the most difficult times in her life were in 2007.
“That year I received my second diagnosis of lung cancer and 

my husband, Marty, lost his job of 46 years,” she said. “The plant 
closed its doors and moved to Canada and Mexico. This was the 
start of our financial hardship,” she said.

“I was forced to retire from being a school bus driver, a job I 
loved, to be eligible for health insurance,” she said. “We suffered 
a drastic reduction income.”

From 2006-2018, Bliss had eight primary lung cancers, 
which resulted in radiation, chemotherapy, surgeries and unpaid 
medical bills. The worst came in 2010, when she was diagnosed 
with liver and bile duct cancer, with a life expectancy of two to five 
years.

Bliss proudly stated, “By the grace of God, I have beat the 
odds by nine years.”

“I’m still fighting. There isn’t any surgery left for me,” she said. 
“Currently, I’m in a new treatment for one year. I am putting all of 
my faith in my doctors and God.”

Bliss considers the ability to continue doing the things 
she loves while fighting cancer to be one of her greatest 
accomplishments.

Bliss was honored by being selected to light the community 
Christmas tree, on the Stockbridge Township square, last 
November. The 2018 tree was in honor of those fighting and 
suffering from lung cancer.

“I love to work,” she said. “I get satisfaction of a job well done. 
God doesn’t give us a lot of time on this earth, and I’m not going 
to waste it.

“It is a miracle that I’m still here, I am very blessed,” Bliss said.
Besides work, Bliss enjoys baking, cooking, ceramics, 

painting, and gardening. She also is a member of the Stockbridge 
Area Garden Club and The Stockbridge Legion Auxiliary.

Bliss’ advice to others is, “Always stay positive, never give 
up even when facing adversity. Put your faith in God. When 
you have been given a bushel of lemons, I choose to make 
lemonade.”

“I am blessed to have the best family, friends, and co-workers,” 
she said. “They all say I’m the Energizer Bunny.”

But she has a warning for all, “Don’t even think about removing 
my batteries, or I will run away.”

They lost one daughter recently. In addition to their daughters, they have nine grandchildren and still 
counting. Wanda considers her family her greatest accomplishment.

The business began quite by accident. Shortly after their marriage, Brian thought they would need a cord of 
wood for the winter and suggested they cut it themselves. He approached Willie Stephens about clearing dead 
wood from his property. Willie said, “sure you can have all you want.”

Shortly thereafter, Clarence Brewer, of Whitmore Lake, asked them to get him 100 cords of wood. Wanda 
thought they should simply say no, but Brian thought of it as an opportunity to make some extra money to help 
their young family. The decision was a major life-changing move. Ultimately they both quit their full-time jobs to 
create B & W Tree Service, Inc.

Wanda fondly remembers two highlights occurring  when the business was about 10 years old. The first was 
a job to trim a tricentennial tree on property off Mount Hope. The tree had been recognized as a place the first 
European settlers coming into the area used as a locator guide to the stagecoach stop at that site.

The second memory happened at almost the same time.  It was a job clearing dead wood from a cemetery 
in Green Oak Township. The township supervisor suggested having local Boy Scouts help with debris pickup 
in order to receive merit badges. To keep the boys busy but away from the limbs, Wanda asked if they could 
also clear an overgrown area near the fence. When they began clearing, they found several graves that were 
unknown to the cemetery owners. One grave belonged to a forgotten veteran who was recognized by the 
community after the discovery. The story was covered by many area news outlets being B&W’s” second news 
coverage of the year.

Wanda talked about the importance of her family and her business to her life. Her only regret was that being 
in business took so much of her time. She felt she didn’t have has as much time as she would have liked to 
spend with her family. In the end, her family was her major accomplishment and her greatest joy.

Outwater page 16

Women of Note
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Women of Note
Abbott page 16

Her grandfather was a carpenter and the family followed the work.
 She graduated from the Detroit Business Institute in 1932 and with 

her degree, she secured a position as executive secretary for Socony 
(Mobil) Oil Co. At the age of 21, she began the five-year process of 
obtaining American citizenship. Shortly after beginning her citizenship 
process, Marge met Wendell Abbott and they married in 1935. In a 
time when it was not deemed proper for a wife to work, Marge hid her 
marriage from her employer.

Early on in their marriage, the Abbotts relocated to Grass Lake, 
Mich., where daughter Sally was born in 1942. In 1947, fire destroyed 
their home and they made their way to Stockbridge where they remained 
for the rest of their lives. Sally still resides here. 

Their home had a side office with an entrance for their new business 
— a Secretary of State’s office they opened the same year. The Abbotts 
sold license plates at a time when it was still a private entity not overseen 
by the state. Just as we now have a tax day on April 15,  the purchase 
of a license plate was due by Feb. 28. This made February an extremely 
busy month, with customers often coming late into the nights.

Gradually the business grew to include real estate and insurance 
sales. With Marge already a partner, Ron Fillmore was asked to join as 
a third partner. They founded The Abbott & Fillmore Agency Inc. and 
moved the business into the now historical stone building on Main Street. 

The agency remains one of the town’s oldest businesses still in 
operation, other than farming.

Marge was also an author with her short stories and light verse 
appearing in renowned publications, including the Wall Street Journal. 
An avid traveler, she visited every state except Alaska.

While traveling “down south somewhere,” she said,  “Wendell 
and I were out in the middle of nowhere when a man stopped us at a 
crossroad. We waited for some time, unsure of why, until a runner came 
by carrying the Olympic torch.” 

The Olympics held special meaning to her because her only sibling 
and younger sister had died at age 18 of tuberculosis while training in 
swimming for the Olympics. 

Marge’s travels also took her beyond the United States to such 
places as Italy, Germany, Portugal and the Mediterranean. Beyond 
her travels, Marge was an accomplished violinist performing with The 
Jackson Symphony Orchestra. She and her husband also shared a love 
of square dancing, a talent that became known throughout the area. 
Her community interest and sponsorship extended into several social 
and historical groups. She was a founding member and sponsor of the 
Waterloo Farm Museum.

In 2010, Marge celebrated her 100th birthday at a midday lawn party 
hosted by her family at her home. Many family members and friends 
from near and far attended. It was a great day for memories and a 
celebration of a long and full life. 

Several years later, Marge was laid to rest on Feb. 9, 2013, a few 
months short of her 103rd birthday.

American missionary who became known as the “Florence Nightingale 
of Michigan.” She was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame 
in 2002. Her Civil War experiences began when her brother, Orville, was 
wounded at the Battle of Chantilly in September 1862. Julia traveled to 
Virginia to nurse him, and finding that he had died, decided to remain. She 
was soon appointed as an agent of the Michigan Relief Association. In 
this role she spent the rest of the war tending to wounded, dying, and sick 
soldiers, diligently working to improve sanitary conditions.

Lorinda Anna Blair Etheridge, “Gentle Annie,” served as a “Daughter 
of the Regiment” with the 2nd Michigan Infantry throughout the Civil War. 
She followed the regiment wherever it went and was almost captured at 
Second Bull Run (Second Manassas), before she transferred to the 3rd 
Michigan when the 2nd Michigan was sent west. Anna was wounded at 
the Battle of Chancellorsville and when General Grant ordered all women 
to leave the camps, she served as a nurse at City Point, Virginia. For her 
service she was awarded the Kearney Cross for noble sacrifice and her 
heroic service to the Union Army.

Bridget Divers or Deavers, whose exploits during the war earned 
her the nicknames of “Irish Biddy” and “Michigan Bridget,” rode with the 
First Michigan Calvary under General Armstrong Custer and was said to 
have been present at various battles including that of Fair Oakes in May 
1862, although this is not confirmed. After General Grant banished women 
from operations in 1864, Bridget worked with the United States Sanitary 
Commission. Mary Livermore, who worked with Bridget, said, “Sometimes 
when a soldier fell, she took his place, fighting in his stead with unfailing 
courage. Sometimes she rallied retreating troops. Sometimes she 
removed the wounded from the field, always fearless and daring, always 
doing good service as a soldier.”

Source of Credit for Information, “The Civil War State of State” by 
Chester G. Hearn

Irish American in the Civil War, Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame
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“Gentle Annie,” Lorinda 
Anna Blair Etheridge 
was wounded at the 
Battle of Chancellorsville 
and when General Grant 
ordered all women to 
leave the camps, she 
served as a nurse at City 
Point, Virginia.

Julia Susan Wheelock 
Freeman: Missionary 
and “Florence 
Nightingale of 
Michigan.”
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