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Stockbridge High School video project wins 
MIPA special projects contest

    by Hope Salyer
    A special video project of Stockbridge High School’s 
student media outlet won first-place honors in the 
Michigan Interscholastic Press Association’s Special 
Projects contest.
    The competition is one of several MIPA spring contest 
categories. It honors student work that goes beyond the 
regular work of that student media outlet. Results of SHS 
students in the 2018 Special Projects category were:
    First Place: Announced Thursday, May 31, sophomore 

Maria Risner took first place for her video “Dear Students” in the MIPA state special projects competition.
    Third Place: Senior Zabrina Yannella took third for her smartphone app to detect fake news.
     Stockbridge High School journalism teacher Elizabeth Cyr also acknowledged Jason Rickli, who 
mentored Yanella in making her app.
        According to Cyr, both students used newer technology in the journalism lab provided by the recent 
bond acquisitions.
    Cyr said, “We are thankful and proud of these young innovators.”
    Risner’s Dear Students video and Yanella’s Fake News app are available for viewing at www.
stockbridgecommunitynews.com and www.uncagednews.com.

The wins keep coming: SCN 
honored with national awards

by Agnes Geiger
After winning top honors in several at-large competitions, the 

Stockbridge Community News went on to earn three awards 
in the 2018 National Communications Contest of the National 
Federation of Press Women.

To win the national honors, SCN competed against dozens 
of entries that had received first-place awards in state or at-large 
contests. SCN, a monthly nonprofit newspaper in only its second 
year, had nine entries qualify for the national contest.

NFPW President Marianne Wolf-Astrauskas, of Tinley Park, 
Ill., announced the national winners.

See SCN on page 7. 

The Ezra Project: Stockbridge 
students build a 3D printed adaptive 
fishing pole to help a young boy fish

by Julia Marhofer and Bob Richards
When most people think about the Stockbridge InvenTeam, 

robots, technology and underwater exploration come to mind. 
But, that is just the hook that draws students in. 

In the fall of 2017, one of our InvenTeam members, freshman 
Chelsey Asquith, was inspired by 3D printed prosthetic hands 
that the InvenTeam had previously designed and built. She 
decided to help make a 3D printed fishing pole adaptor. It would 
give a 7-year-old boy with little use of one of his hands, the 
ability to fish on his own while on fishing trips with his dad. At a 
young age, Ezra suffered a stroke, resulting in the limited use of 
his right arm. 

Chelsey, as a family friend of Ezra and his parents, knew 
of Ezra’s desire to be able to go fishing with his father and she 
wanted to make his dream come true. 

See Ezra Project on page 3.

“Stockbridge Community News Celebrates One-Year Anniversary” 
received a second-place award for Marketing Program or Campaign 
for a new or existing service or product. Contributors to the project 
were (L-R): Bev Glynn, Nancy Wisman, Rose Collison, Roberta 
Ludtke, Diane Rockall, Judy Williams, Hope Salyer, and Patrice 
Johnson. Not pictured: Molly Howlett and Debbie Nogle. Photo credit 
Jim Johnson. 

Photo credit Uncaged Staff.

Stockbridge Township’s property tax 
valuations rise 25 percent last year

by Patrice Johnson
Of eight townships in the Stockbridge School District, the taxable property values of seven rose 

2 to 6 percent from 2016 to 2017. But one township’s valuations skyrocketed 25 percent to $280 
million from $223 million during the one-year period. And that was just last year. 

According to a report from the Ingham Intermediate School District, Stockbridge Township 
property tax valuations surged a whopping 62 percent during the 3-year period from 2014 to 2017. 
Taxable valuations are important because they are used to calculate property tax, and Stockbridge 
Township accounted for 90 percent of all-property increases within the school district. 

To add to the mystery, Stockbridge Township accounted for 98 percent of non-homestead 
valuation increases for the year while, at the same time, it showed a slight -0.2096 percent drop in 
existing property values. 

What’s going on? 
Answer: Enbridge Energy. 
Karl Heidrich, superintendent of 

Stockbridge Community Schools, 
said, “the district’s operating budget 
has seen increases as a result of 
higher taxable values in Stockbridge 
Township. The major contributor in the 
increase is related to Enbridge.”

In 2012, Enbridge wrapped up its 
initial $2 billion pipeline project and 
crossed through Stockbridge Township 
to its fuel storage tank. In the Lansing 
State Journal’s July 14, 2015, edition, 
reporter Alexander Alusheff pegged the 
taxable value of the section that runs 
through Stockbridge Township at $60 
million.

See Tax on page 4.

The total taxable value of the Stockbridge School District 
rose from roughly $323 million in 2014, to $407 million in 
2015, to $455 million in 2016, and to $518 million in 2017. No 
small change, considering that two years prior to 2014, the 
annual growth amounted to less than 1 percent, according 
to SSD Superintendent Karl Heidrich. Data Source: “Ingham 
Intermediate School District, Taxable Valuations. District: 
Stockbridge Community Schools.”
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Letters we receive
    Dear Editor:
    Just want to tell you that as I am selling my house in 
Stockbridge I am feeling very sentimental and reflective on my 
20+ years in Stockbridge. Worked, went into business, raised my 
boys, got to know the people and school district. I have wonderful 
memories from my time there. 
    I love reading your newspaper with awesome reporting on all 
that is happening and so many big changes!
    You’re doing a great job – readers are better served with us 
stepping away. You guys picked up the task and are nailing it.
    Wendy
    The Sun Times News

Princess Leia lived on a galaxy 
far, far away but this beautiful 
Leia would love to live in your 
home. Call for an appointment.

— FEATURED PET THIS MONTH —

Animal Blood Resources 
International

Diane:  517- 851-8244

We Keep Your Car 
                               On The Road   

Stockbridge Auto Care Inc.
Complete automotive service & machine shop.

(517) 851- 7047
Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm

121 E. Elizabeth St.
P.O. Box 460

Stockbridge, MI  49285

www.stockbridgeautocare.com

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”
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Trail advocates celebrate local 
upgrades, philanthropist

    by Matt Pegouskie
    Lakelands Trail State Park has been 
renamed in honor of Mike Levine, and 
trail advocates from around the state 
of Michigan gathered in Pinckney on 
Tuesday, May 29 to celebrate.
    Levine, a Pinckney resident, 
is an inventor, entrepreneur and 
philanthropist, according to Bob Wilson, 
executive director of the Michigan Trails 
and Greenways Alliance.
But above all, Wilson said, Levine is “a 

L:R: MDNR Iron Belle Coordinator Nikki VanBloem, 
MDNR Trails Manager Paul Yauk, Bob Wilson. 
Right of sign: Mike Levine stands next to Unadilla 
Township Supervisor Linda Walker and other 
unidentified township supervisors. Far right: Village 
President Molly Howlett. Photo credit: Matt Pegouskie

tireless supporter of the Great Lake-to-Lake Trails Route No. 1 and Michigan trails 
movement in general.”
    “He has pledged his time, his passion and millions of dollars to expand and 
improve trails throughout the state,” Wilson said.
    Levine has pledged $50,000 to support Stockbridge as improvements begin to 
the trail segment within Ingham County. Stockbridge also received an $808,000 
grant from Ingham County’s Trail Millage. 
    The money will be used for engineering work and to construct improvements 
to the trail. These improvements include a 10-foot-wide trail within the village of 
Stockbridge and Stockbridge Township. Ingham County will provide up to $200,000 
in advance of the project, so preliminary engineering work can begin this summer. 
Final completion of construction is expected by June 2019. 
    No additional local tax dollars are being used for this project, 
although it should be noted that Stockbridge Township property 
taxpayers contribute .5 mills annually for parks and trails, and this 
contribution tallied to $139,898 during 2017.
    The Mike Levine Lakelands Trail State Park runs 20 miles from 
Stockbridge to Hamburg Township and is part of a larger statewide 
trail system. 
    It runs through wooded areas and rolling farmland and was 
converted from abandoned railroad corridors. According to the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the trail is used for 
hiking, biking, cross-country skiing and horseback riding. 
      The trail sits in the middle of the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, a 
recreational path that when completed will go from Port Huron to 
South Haven in Michigan.  
    The trail also is part of the Iron Belle Trail system that eventually 
will connect Belle Isle in Detroit to Ironwood in the Upper Peninsula.
     Locally, the Iron Belle Trail will enter the area through Dexter, 
proceed to Chelsea and head then north to connect to the Mike 
Levine Lakelands Trail State Park. 



Let the “GU” Crew Work For You!
Call for a FREE Consultation.
Ask about our 100%

Money Back Guarantee!

Your Local Real Estate Couple
GREG (734) 905-0990    GERI (734) 644-0544

Real Estate • Mortgage • Title • Insurance

Real Estate  Mortgage  Title  Insurance
1301 S. Main St., Chelsea, MI  48118

“We would like to thank all of the 
readers who have called us for 

our services. We appreciate your 
confidence in us and the opportunity 
to serve our community. Thank you.”

Please inquire about our exclusive 
“Second Opinion” mortgage application 
and our  “Buy before you sell” program.

(734) 644-0544
thegucrew.com
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Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge

Ezra Project from page 1

SHS student Chelsey Asquith fits Ezra with his fishing reel as 
his mother, Jill Mack looks on. Photo credit Julia Marhofer.

by Tina Cole-Mullins
Loretta Wright’s oldest son, Eric, was only 25 when he became 

addicted to the painkiller Vicodin.
“I knew he had a problem when he started missing work and leaving 

his kids with me,” she recently shared in a very open interview.
Numbers and statistics on addiction and the opioid crisis vary and are 

constantly changing. But the one constant is that the problem continues to 
increase. It is an epidemic and affects many in the community in some way.

Behind each of these statistics is a person and a family. That so-called 
junkie in the newspaper article or on TV is someone’s loved one — a 
child, sibling, parent or spouse. 

Grasp the scope of addiction by looking into the eyes of an addict or 
feeling the heartbreak of a parent. Wright revealed the great lengths she 
attempted to get her son the help he needed.

“I tried turning in the dealers,” she said. “I went to the police with (the) 
license plate number, and what drugs were being sold.” 

She was questioned as to what her intentions were, or if she had 
ulterior motives in informing on these illegal activities. It was as if officials thought she had something to gain, she said.

“Finally, I took Eric to methadone clinic,” Wright said with deep emotion. “This was the worst mistake of my life. Eric 
stayed higher than I had ever seen him.” 

On June 13, 2013, after a year of treatment in a methadone clinic, Steven Eric Vanderpool lost his battle with opioid 
addiction, and Loretta Wright lost her oldest son.

Looking back now, as a parent, would she have done anything differently? 
“I wish I could have gotten him into rehab, but the cost of a good one is more than I make,” she said, “and the ones we 

can afford are always full.” 
It’s a comment heard all too often, given the scope of the epidemic. Although Stockbridge is limited in resources 

and support to battle this problem, agencies are trying to increase awareness. An Opiate Awareness Night was held in 
Unadilla last year, but these activities are few.

In another approach, Stockbridge’s Chief of Police Johnnie Torres Jr. joined forces with the Michigan State Police last 
August to bring the Angel Program to the village. 

The program allows someone struggling with addiction to reach out and ask for assistance. It is a walk-in program, 
and is not applicable in cases of traffic stops, direct contact with law enforcement or to dissolve outstanding warrants. It is 
not a get out of jail free program, according to officials.

Also, Michael Glair, leader of Celebrate Recovery, saw a need in the community for the recovery and support of 
addicts. He started a Celebrate Recovery support group in the Crossroads Community Church in November 2015.

Glair said Celebrate Recovery is “a 12-step recovery program based on the healing power of our one and only higher 
power, Jesus Christ.” 

According to Glair, the program started in California in 1991 with 45 people in attendance. It now has more than 
32,000 ministries worldwide with millions of participants, he said. Celebrate R ecovery meets at 7 p.m. every Thursday. 
Each evening starts with a dinner at 6 p.m., followed by Open Share at 8 p.m. A Grief Support Group also is held at the 
church at 8 p.m.

Glair said he held the grief support group at the same time as the recovery meeting by design.
“Several venture from Celebrate Recovery Open Share to the Grief Support group,” he said. For many, recovery does 

not seem a viable option for themselves or a loved one. But it is – as many live it every day. 
Wright said it is important for parents to focus on finding help for their children. “To all parents of addicts, never give 

up,” Wright said. “Our children are worth the effort. Just keep trying and praying!”

Faces of addiction – Part One

On June 13, 2013, after a year of treatment in a 
methadone clinic, Steven Eric Vanderpool lost 
his battle with opioid addiction, and Loretta 
Wright lost her oldest son. Photo credit Pixabay.

One of the very first questions the team members 
asked themselves was “What do we need to change 
about the current designs out there to make them 
easier for Ezra to use?” The goal was to come up 
with a design that would allow Ezra to hold the fishing 
pole, cast it, and retrieve the cast all on his own.

Designing a working prototype can take 
numerous tries, but the right mindset can ensure 
success in coming up with ways to improve a 
product. For the very first prototype, the team used a 
3D printer to create a design that would fit on Ezra’s 
left arm and help with supporting the fishing pole, 
so that he could reel with his right arm. The design 
was still difficult for Ezra to use, so the team started 
brainstorming more ideas.

The first was to incorporate another 3D printed 
piece that would hook onto Ezra’s arm and allow 
him to reel by himself. The second was to 3D print 
a piece that hooked onto the reel and attach fabric 
fastener to both the piece and a glove that Ezra 
would wear to help him reel. Both designs had the 
right idea but were still too hard for Ezra to use. 

See Ezra Project on page 4.

Not me, not my child, not the one I love...

If you would like to begin recovery, options are available. It’s up to you to reach out. Contact one of the 
following:

• Angel Program
Walk-in at the Stockbridge Police Department, 210 Wood St., Stockbridge, or at any Michigan State Police post.
• Mid-Michigan Recovery Services Lansing
800-337-2310 or midmichiganrecoveryservices.org.
• Home of New Vision Jackson
734-975-1602, 517-788-5596 or homeofnewvision.org.
• Dawn Farm Ann Arbor
734-669-8265 or dawnfarm.org.
• Brighton Center for Recovery Brighton
877-976-2371 or healthcare.ascension.org.



July 4 - Noon parade on Main Street, 
Gregory Unadilla. Firefighters BBQ chicken, 
magic show, bounce houses, games for kids, 
Survival Flight landing, pie eating contest, the 
Renegades band at 5:30. FIREWORKS at dusk.
July 6, 13, 20, 27 - SRSLY Activities in the Park, 
11 a.m. to noon at Veterans Park
July 6, 13, 20, 27 - Market Music Series, 4 to 7 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Township Square
July 6, 13, 20, 27 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 
p.m. at the Stockbridge Township Square
July 6, 13, 20, 27 - Stories, games and crafts 
for elementary kids with Colleen Redfield, 11 
a.m., Veterans Memorial Park, Stockbridge, 
Sponsored by Friends of the Library
July 7 - Gregory Community Church 
Clothes Closet, 10 a.m. to noon at Gregory 
Community Church
July 10, Tuesdays through Aug. 14 - Summer 
Kids Crafts at Stockbridge Methodist Church, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
July 11 - Cooperfly Puppets - 10:30 to 11:15 
a.m. at the Stockbridge Library
July 12 - String Art (13 and older). 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Stockbridge Library
July 14 - The Experimental Aircraft Association 

Community Calendar
(EAA) Young Eagle Aviation Days, all day at 
the Mason Jewett Airport
July 17 - Gregory Community Church 
Clothes Closet, 6 to 8 p.m. at the Gregory 
Community Church
July 18 - Howell Nature Center Lords of the 
Sky with Kili, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. at the Howell 
Nature Center
July 19 and 26 - Art classes for tweens 
taught by Colleen Redfield, 11 a.m to 1 
p.m., Stockbridge Library
July 19 - Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition Meeting, 5:30 to 7 p.m. in Room 
108 of the Old Middle School
July 21 - Clothes Closet and Food Pantry, 10 
a.m. to noon at the Stockbridge Church of 
Christ 
July 25 - Music with Gemini, 10:30 to 11:15 
a.m. at the Stockbridge Library 

Community calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

   We at the Stockbridge Community News are grateful to all who have 
expressed their encouragement and financial support. While those who 
have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, 
the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Annual and Charter Sponsors. 

SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*

Diane Rockall*
Michigan Press Women*

Roberta and Gary Ludtke*
Trinity Health*

Abbott and Fillmore*
Adiska Family Dental*
Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*
Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*

Eleanor R. Cosgray*
Granger*
Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*
5 Healthy Towns Foundation

American Legion Post #510*
Andrea and William Stickney*
Annonymous*
Audrey Price
Bev and Dave Glynn*
Cameron and Debra Corts*
Chuck and Nancy Wisman*
Dale and Sue Kellenberger
Donna Erhart*
Don Hannewald Construction*
Dorothy and Aaron Craft*
Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner, III*
Ed and Lori Zick*
Farmers State Bank*
Glenn-Brooke Realty*
Harry and Marjorie Pregitzer
Hickory Ridge Farms*
Janice and Thomas Lovachis*
Jeannine Wayman*
Jim and Patrice Johnson*
Joe and Delta Kelly
Joseph Kelly

John & Nancy Ocwieja
Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore*
Judy and Bob Williams*
Linda and Clair Risner*
Linda Walker, Attorney at Law
Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer
Marilyn Potter*
Minnie Lathrop
Molly and Rick Howlett*
Open Air Market of Stockbridge*
Roger Liebman*
Stan and Susan Daily
Stockbridge Area Arts Council*
Stockbridge Area Garden Club*
Stockbridge Community Education*
Stockbridge Lions Foundation*
Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian Catholic Church
Taylor Gary and Joan Allen
Todd and Carol Weddon
Vivian May*
Warren and Anita Scheppe
Wendy and Mitch Hause*

* Charter Sponsors

Bronze:  $500 to $999

Platinum:  $5,000 to $7,999

THANK YOU SPONSORS

  Gold:  $2,000 to $4,999
Silver:  $1,000 to $1,999

Friend:  $100 to $499

Who we are
The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization (IRS #C4-
4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter 
serves more than 8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the Stock-
bridge school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our website and 
Facebook pages are pleased to serve more than 20,000 viewers each month with a 
growing list of more than 1,000 regular followers.

Our Mission
To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the Stockbridge, 
Munith, Gregory, Fitchburg and Pleasant Lake community through the collection 
and dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.
Board of Directors
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Rose Collison
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Hope Salyer
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Sarah Barney
Amy Haggerty
Mary Krummrey
Nathan Myers
Debbie Nogle
Connie Risner
Rachel Sweet

Roles and Responsibilities
editor-in-chief
local government & nonprofit liaison, school news
chief financial officer 
Gregory & Unadilla news
photography, Rural Perspectives & contest admin.
sales & public relations 
historian, ‘A Look Back in Time,’ obituaries 
technologist, graphics designer, reporter
operations, assistant editor, classifieds
Roles and Responsibilities
reporter & graphics designer
reporter
graphics designer
intern
business development
administrative support
Community Calendar

Volunteer Reporters:  Heather Asquith, Bruce Wm. Brown, Mike Burtch, Bob
Castle, Tina Cole-Mullins, Paul Crandall, Amy Heydlauff, Ron Kaiser, Cindy Lance, 
Matt Pegouskie, Don Porter, Michael Sweet, Abigail Walls, and Cassandra Watson.
Contact Us:  stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews or www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com
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Tax from page 1
According to Kris Lauckner, Stockbridge Township treasurer, the upsurge in dollar amount 

valuations stems largely from increases in Enbridge’s personal property. Each year as the company 
has made physical improvements and added storage tanks—seven in all now—its taxable value has 
increased. 

“Enbridge has reported a Personal Property whose taxable value has gone from 2008’s $806,340 
to 2018’s $123,228,100,” Treasurer Lauckner explained. She added that several other Enbridge 
parcels have reported large, though less dramatic, increases.

“What this means is it has kept the School Debt millage that was voted for an increase in 2016 
from the proposed 7-plus mills to 2.06 mills,” Lauckner said, because only the voter approved, 
specified total amount may be collected. 

“Enbridge paid $708,954 of the $1,081,573 in School Debt,” she said, “or rather, 66 percent of 
the school debt millage collection in Stockbridge Township. That, otherwise, would come out of 
residents’ pockets.”

Lauckner wrote, “There are 2052 parcels in Stockbridge Township, of which 39 are Enbridge’s, 
but they pay 70 percent of the property taxes collected.” She went on to add, “The ISD received 
$1,619,610 in 2018 from Stockbridge Township, compared to $651,097 in 2010.” 

That 8-year growth rate works out to a head-slapping 149 percent increase.
See Tax on page 19.

The fourth and final product incorporated an adult version of the One-Der-Reel. The team 3D 
printed a brace and arm-mounting device that could be reprinted to fit Ezra’s needs. The attachment 
was printed and then thermoformed to fit his wrist/forearm. The newest device allows for Ezra to hold 
the rod and reel in one hand.

On Friday, May 25th after school, Chelsey along team members Molly Nichols, Kaitlyn Miller and 
Hailey Howard presented Ezra and his parents with their newly designed adaptive fishing pole. After 
a few practice casts Ezra was smiling and ready to head to the lake. 

Throughout this experience, our team got to be a part of a project that did not involve marine 
technology. Robots, technology and underwater exploration are just a few aspects of the InvenTeam 

Ezra Project from page 3

Brenda’s Pet Grooming
within a quiet home setting

Brendapets22@gmail.com | Facebook/Brenda’s Pet Grooming

Brenda Kleinschmidt
Owner/Groomer

10751 W. Iosco Rd., Webberville
(Between Kane Rd. & Elliott Rd.)

Call for an appointment ~ 517.294.0209

program. Projects like Ezra’s 
allow students to incorporate 
different aspects of 3D printing 
while also allowing them to help 
people in the community. The 
team prepared a short video to 
explain the project which may 
be viewed online at https://
youtu.be/6p9dPxUqKNA.
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 SHS Class of 1973 holds reunion

Back row L-R: Teacher/coach Larry White, Joe Williams, Mike Collins, Mark Grenier, Dave 
McAllister, Clyde Whitaker, Peter Mikelonis, Mike Holt, Mike Bowdish, Dennis Kerr. Middle 
row: Debbie Hamlin, Kay Kamke, Cheryl Gransden, Holly Grenier, Phil Gladstone, Mary Jo 
Baldwin, Dawne Salow, Patty Riba, Pat Smith, Bruce Mayer. Front row: Robin Munsell, Sue 
Dancer, Patty Zick, Tony D, Cheryl Allen, Debbie Schenk

    by Pat Camburn Zick
    The Class of 1973 recently celebrated the 45th anniversary of their graduation 
from Stockbridge High School at Hankerd Hills Golf Course and restaurant in 
Pleasant Lake. 
    Despite threatening rain clouds, 25 classmates gathered May 19 to reminisce 
about the good old days at SHS. To the delight of attendees, their class adviser, 
Larry White, came to the reunion and helped celebrate the camaraderie enjoyed 
by all the alumni.

Student body president in 1973, Dave McAllister, and senior class president, 
Dennis Kerr, also attended. 
    Laughter filled the room as 1973 alumni recalled some highlights of their 
years together at the old school where most of them attended seventh through 
12th grades. One hundred and six graduated in June 1973. Sadly, 10 of those 
classmates had passed away since graduation. But the memories remain, 
and if anything was forgotten, someone from the class reminded others of the 
moments shared during their years together. 
    Phil Gladstone, who now lives in Layton, Utah, traveled the farthest to attend 
the reunion. Coming in second in the distance contest was Sue Dancer Ilax, 

traveling from Cedar Falls, Iowa. Sue was also class treasurer in 1973.
    Last year, the first reunion since 1998 was held at Willow Creek Golf Course. Attendees had such a good time, plans were made then for the 45th 
reunion in hopes of bringing together more former classmates. While some who attended last year were unable to attend this year, some new class 
members came for the 45th. Plans were discussed for a big 50th reunion, so hopefully with five years to plan, the event will bring more of the alumni 
together. A special thank you goes to Mike Collings who was the chief organizer of the 45th reunion.
    As the night neared its end, heartfelt warmth expressed through hugs and promises of future reunions showed how successful the evening had been 
in reuniting friends. All agreed it seemed as if they had just been together a short time ago in their green gowns and gold tassels getting ready to march 
into the gymnasium to the strains of “Pomp and Circumstance” amid the sweltering heat of a Thursday night in June. After six memory-filled years at 
Stockbridge Junior/Senior High School, the Class of 1973 headed out into the world to careers, marriage and parenthood. With many of the alumni now 
grandparents and retired or near retirement, the solid footing given them at SHS had provided them the tools to success.
    To be added to the Class of 1973 mailing list, please contact Pat Camburn Zick at pczick@comcast.net.

A butterfly’s wings: S.A.E.S.A.’s move to cause ripple effects

Relocating S.A.E.S.A. to the new site requires a zoning 
change from C2-highway commercial to tax exempt 
status. This would drop the property’s 2017’s taxable 
value from $518,112 to zero dollars.

by Patrice Johnson
For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction, so says Newton’s Third Law, and S.A.E.S.A’s 

proposed move from the Township Hall and fire barn into the Old Ford Dealership is likely to trigger a flurry of a 
ripple effects.

From the Stockbridge Area Emergency Service Authority’s perspective, its purchase of 1009 S. Clinton and 
4608 Green Road, better known as the Old Ford Dealership, offers a larger and safer space, better highway 
access, an opportunity to house fire and ambulance services under one roof, and energy efficiency.

But converting the 6-acre plots from taxable to non-taxable status will waft approximately $6,000 per year out 
of the village of Stockbridge’s tax coffers. Plus, it stands to quash growth prospects for a strategic hunk of prime 
commercial real estate.

You see, relocating S.A.E.S.A. to the new site requires a zoning change from C2-highway commercial to tax 
exempt status. This change would drop the property’s 2017’s taxable value from $518,112 to zero dollars.

In 2017, while Stockbridge Township was allowed to keep less 
than $400 in property taxes for the two parcels, it billed more than 
$34,011. These tax funds were divvied up to support a long list of 
local, county and state services. Converting the Ford dealership 
property to tax exempt status would flatline its taxes. 

In 2017, Stockbridge Township billed more 
than $34,011 in property taxes for the two 
parcels. The township itself received less 
than $400 as these tax funds were divvied 
up to support a long list of local, county and 
state services. Converting the Ford dealership 

property to tax exempt status would flatline tax billings.
Nearly $10,000, or 18 mills, has the potential to come out of Stockbridge Community School 

funding, except as Stockbridge Township treasurer, Kris Lauckner pointed out, “Ours already receives 
its total amount (due to Enbridge) and has to send its over-collections to the state of Michigan. There 
is no loss to the school district with this sale.” 

Lauckner said, “While this is a loss, at the same time, the [Eastbridge] condominiums have 
suddenly taken off and are selling; the old middle school will enter the tax roll; also, property values 
are going up due to increased sales prices. The village received $6,000 in taxes from Cappos—10 
condos will cover that, and will have more water and sewage usage to help cover that bond. Also, the 
condos are new builds, and therefore do not affect the Headlee Amendment.”

Viewed from another perspective, converting the Old Ford Dealership to non-taxable at a time 
when the local economy is growing could largely negate the updraft in tax revenue that Lauckner 
anticipates.

See S.A.E.S.A. on page 13.
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Stockbridge Equestrian Team 
competes in District Meet

Gavin Finch leads his horse Summer. 
Dakota Barnett rides hunt 
seat equitation on Skylar.

Arianna Place on Hercules 
in western horsemanship.

Mya Crockett on Romeo in trail class. Kayden Scurlock and Sonni in western horsemanship.

    Information and photos by Kelly Collison
    The Stockbridge Middle School Equestrian Team members loaded their horses into trailers 
and drove off to compete in the District Meet at the Ingham County Fairgrounds June 9 and 
10. The team finished 4th out of 7 teams, missing 3rd place by just 6 points.

Local author awarded two 
national awards

by Judy Williams
Congratulations are in order for first-time author 

Patrice Johnson. The Stockbridge resident, former 
Stockbridge teacher, non-paid editor-in-chief of 
the Stockbridge Community News, and a graduate 
of Stockbridge High School was notified that her 
book is the winner of two national awards. “The 
Fall and Rise of Tyler Johnson” was selected as 
winner of the National Indie Excellence Award for 
new nonfiction. Plus, the National Federation of 
Press Women’s 2018 National Communications 
contest awarded the book First Place At-Large 
and Honorable Mention U.S in the category of 
nonfiction books for adult readers-biography or 
autobiography. 

In her creative nonfiction work, Johnson weaves 
a powerful narrative of her deceased son’s life as a 
fugitive of the US government. The 496-page book, 
based on Tyler Johnson’s recovered journals, 
depicts an idealistic young genius’ struggle to 
overcome the crushing consequences from a night 
of college binge drinking in a post-911 world. 

This serious, tender, and sometimes funny book 
reveals the degradations of homelessness and the 
resilience of the human spirit. It is also a love story. 
As importantly, it raises a warning flag to impulsive 
youth who may feel tempted to commit acts with 
irreversible consequences.

Tyler’s journals record stories of his and 
Yuki’s struggle to live off the grid in the wilds of 
Corsica and on the streets of Marseilles and Paris. 
Together, the couple battles thirst, hunger and 
wild boar attacks in the desert. With Yuki lost on a 

sleet-covered mountain as a storm approaches, Tyler races against time to rescue 
her. Together, they learn to live homeless and on the run—all while isolation and 
fear chip away at their relationship. Throughout, Tyler’s goal is to make things 
right and find a way home to his family. 

 

Join us for Gregory’s 44th annual  

4th of July celebration to  

commemorate our nation’s freedom 

 

DOWNTOWN GREGORY 

Schedule of Events 

10:00 a.m.    Church service by the Southwest Church of the Nazarene under the  

tent in the park 

Early Chicken BBQ ticket sales at the township offices entry way 

Parade line up begins (M106 closed to general traffic.)   

11:30  Great Lakes Cloggers perform in front of the Unadilla Twp. Fire Dept.  

prior to the parade start. 

11:45  Judging for kids (ages 3-12) bicycle decorating contest at the ‘kids spot’  

at M106/Stonehouse Rd. 

Noon  Parade begins. Gordie Kunzelman as emcee; Jan and Mike  

Sheehan Grand Marshalls; National Anthem performed by Heidi Raus. 

1:00 p.m.  Unadilla Firefighters Famous Chicken BBQ dinner sales (Tickets sold  

early at the Twp. hall.) Dinners will be sold earlier if ready. 

4th
 of July Committee’s “Cathy’s Famous Bake Sale” at the township  

offices entrance. 

Boyer the Magic Guy roaming the grounds performing balloon twisting, etc. 

Assorted vendors & activities in the park, playground, and on Webb St.  

throughout the afternoon: 3 bounce houses, penny hunt, kids crafts/games,  

pie-eating contest, bowling game, helicopter landing, and magic show.  

1:30.  Pie Eating Contest on Webb Street (3 age groups) 

2:00   Comedy Magic Show by Boyer the Magic Guy under the tent in the park 

2:45  Survival Flight helicopter landing (in the field) 

5:30  Music by The Renegades Band under the tent. (Bring your dancing shoes!) 

Dusk  Fireworks! Park in the ball field. All donations collected support Gregory  

4th
 of July Celebration. 

If you would like to join the 4th
 of July Committee for 2019, please contact Assistant  

Fire Chief Wendy Hause at 313-617-4864 or whause@frontier.com . You may also  

support the 4th
 of July committee throughout the year by using Amazon Smile  

(amazonsmile.com) and choosing Unadilla Firefighters Association. In addition, you can  

support us by choosing our organization when you use your Kroger card. 

 

July 4, 1776, is Independence 
Day, right?

by Ron Kaiser
Honored patriotic tales at times turn 

out to be more fiction than fact. As an  
example, it is common knowledge that 
the Declaration of Independence was 
signed on July 4, 1776. But in fact, the 
Second Continental Congress voted 
for a Declaration of Independence on 
July 2. 

The event prompted John Adams to 
write his wife, Abigail, “I am to believe 
that July 2, 1776 will be celebrated by 
succeeding generations as the Great 
Anniversary Festival.”

Adams correctly foresaw bells, bonfires, fireworks, gun and cannon 
fire. But since the written document wasn’t edited and approved 
until July 4, that was the date printers affixed to the “broadside” 
announcements they sent across the land. July 2 was soon forgotten.



From the superintendent’s desk

    by Karl Heidrich
Stockbridge Community School residents will have 

the opportunity to vote on the school district’s operating 
millage renewal on Aug. 7. The operating millage 
renewal will allow the district to levy 18 mills on non-

homestead property. This is not a new tax increase but simply a renewal 
of millage to continue to provide operating funds to the district as currently 
maintained. It is a proposal to continue the existing 18 mill assessment 
on non-homestead properties. The homeowner will not see an increase in 
property taxes. The cost to the homeowner is $0. 

Enclosed in this edition of the Stockbridge Community News is a flier 
addressing frequently asked questions regarding the upcoming operating 
millage renewal. Please call, email, or stop in if you have any questions at any 
time.

Please visit Stockbridge Community Schools district web page at www.
panthernet.net for additional information and ballot language.

Karl Heidrich
517-851-7188
heidrick@panthernet.net

    Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 
and has been the Superintendent of Schools since 2013.

Millage renewal vote scheduled for Aug. 7

Trust is earned. We are committed to doing what it takes 
to uphold our pledge to protect our Great Lakes while 
safely meeting Michigan’s energy needs.

We have been listening to the concerns of the people 
of Michigan about protecting water, and have formally 
entered into an agreement with the State of Michigan. 

Seven new ways we’re 
protecting Michigan’s water

Find out more at enbridge.com/MichiganAgreement

Proudly
delivering
energy in
Michigan.YEARS

65

This agreement includes seven key actions that we are 
undertaking to move toward a long-term solution for the 
future of Line 5.

Learn more at 
enbridge.com/MichiganAgreement 
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Patrice Johnson, SCN editor-in-chief and board president, credited 
hard work and the entire SCN team for the national recognition. “We 
have a talented, enthusiastic group of volunteers, and I think that 
shines through in our projects.”

Several articles about veterans were part of an entry that took a 
first-place award in the Special Series category. The articles were 
“Veteran-Alumni-Teacher Bob Richards, Leading by Example”; 
“Homeless Veteran Takes Shelter in Munith Park Dedicated to 
Veterans”; “Lee Byerly: Lessons from Vietnam War Combat Veteran”; 
“Dorene White: A Military Wife and Life Well Lived”; and “Elwin 
Breniser:  Proud to Have Served His Country.” The articles were 
written by Johnson, Roberta Ludtke and Judy Williams.

“Stockbridge Community News Celebrates One-Year Anniversary” 
received a second-place award for Marketing Program or Campaign 
for a new or existing service or product. Contributors to the project 
were Johnson, Williams, Ludtke, Rose Collison, Molly Howlett, 
Debbie Nogle, Diane Rockall, Hope Salyer, and Nancy Wisman.

In the Photographer-Writer category, “North Star Reach Touches 
Lives and Hearts” won a third-place award with contributors Johnson 
and Wisman. 

National winners will be honored and recognized by their peers at 
an awards dinner Sept. 8 in Bethlehem, Pa. 

NFPW is a nationwide organization of women and men pursuing 
careers across the communications spectrum, including print and 
electronic journalism, freelancing, new media, books, public relations, 
marketing, graphic design, photography, advertising, radio and 
television.

SCN from page 1



Rural perspectives
    by Rose Collison
    The killdeer’s unmistakable call “KILL-DEE” 
announces its presence across fields. The pair makes 
their nest on the ground, often on gravel, and the 
speckled eggs blend so well with gravel that they are 
sometimes hard to spot. The eggs take 24 to 28 days 
to incubate before the chicks hatch, and when they do 
they come out running. Go near the nest, and a killdeer 
parent will limp away, dragging a seemingly broken 
wing--all a ruse to lure predators from its nest. When the 
young are safe, Mom and Dad fly off in search of food to 
bring home to hungry mouths.

Since 1916,
Auto-Owners and

your local
independent agent

have been there
when it matters most.

Abbott & Fillmore
Agency, Inc.

517-851-7777
www.InsuranceMichigan.com

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS

Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

The pair’s eggs, resembling stones, blend into the 
background of gravel and twigs.

Go near the nest, and parent killdeer will limp away, dragging a 
seemingly broken wing--a ruse to lure predators from its nest.
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Killdeer keeps an eye out for danger.

After retiring from Stockbridge Community Schools, Rose Collison joined the board of 
Stockbridge Community News. She serves as volunteer photographer and manages the 
Where’s Waldo contest. She and husband Ken have lived in the area for a number of years.

This one takes double measures and pretends 
to have two broken wings.

Thank you from Stockbridge Lodge 
#130 Free and Accepted Masons

Thank you to all 26 volunteers who 
made the 2018 Child ID Program an 
amazing success during the recent 
Day in the Village. Special appreciation 
goes to Ed and Betty Wetherell and to 
Stockbridge Township Clerk Becky Muraf 
for rallying volunteers and spreading 
word about the program. Appreciation 
also goes to Chris Takas, Joseph Lindsay 
and the Michigan Masonic Charitable 
Foundation for furnishing the necessary 
supplies, computer support, and volunteer 
training at no cost to the community. 

Because of your bang-up support, the Stockbridge Masons were 
able to complete 119 Child Identification packets. 

Look for another Child ID event in 2019’s Day in the Village. For 
more information or to contribute to the Mich. Masonic Charitable 
Foundation, contact Ronald L. Miller at randdmiller57@gmail.com.



HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED
Phone: 517-851-7500 | Fax: 517-851-7917

17154 M-106, Stockbridge
Hours

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5
Saturday 9-3

Closed Tue & Thur

Gary  517-861-6029 | Ben  517-861-6027 | Sam  517-861-9203
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Obituaries
    Edward Peter Grumelot, 79, born March 22nd, 1939, in Hamburg, MI passed away May 31st, 2018 
in Unadilla, MI surrounded by his family. Survived by his loving wife of 58+ years, Jennifer, dear sister 
Norine (Vlad) Bibicoff  of Pinckney and beloved children, Scott (Dianne) Grumelot of Fayetteville, NC, 
Suzanne Grumelot of Paris, France, Kelly (Bob) Arnold, of Seneca, SC, Tamilynn (Bob) Holder of St. 
Louis, MO, Corey (LeeAnne) Grumelot of Williamston, SC, Carey Grumelot of Seattle, Washington, 
Christi (Kevin) Yanulavich of Las Vegas, NV, Heidi (Bob) Spiker of Bend, OR, and dearly loved 
grandchildren, Kristen & (Nick), Greg, Todd, Shaun, Tyler, Kylie, Katy, Maxwell, Emma, Owen and 
precious great-granddaughters, Kinleigh & Karter. His parents, Adolph & Norine, and brothers Albert & 
Elmer, preceded him in death. 
    Edward grew up in Stockbridge Community Schools, graduated from Stockbridge High School and 
Eastern Michigan University. He served in the US Army & Army Reserves, retiring as a Lt. Colonel. He 
was a Vietnam veteran. He was a career elementary teacher in Stockbridge Community Schools, retiring 
in 1995. He was an active member of the Stockbridge Lions Club for 30+ years, and enjoyed serving in 
his local church, First Presbyterian of Stockbridge.
    Funeral Services were held on Saturday, June 2, 2018.
    The family suggests memorial contributions be sent to First Presbyterian Church of Stockbridge, P.O. 

Photo courtesy of Caskey-Mitchell 
Funeral Home.

Photo courtesy of the family.

    Joyce Elaine (Kinsey) Millhouse, age 92, passed away June 4, 2018 at Chelsea Retirement 
Community.  She was born on January, 26, 1926 in Jackson, Michigan the daughter of John Emerson, Jr. 
and Marion (Topping) Kinsey and sister to Phyllis (Kinsey) Coakley.  
    Joyce grew up in Plainfield next to the only store in the town that her family owned and operated for 
many years and was a member of the Plainfield United Methodist Church. She attended Stockbridge 
schools where she graduated in 1943. She was blessed with an amazing singing voice and during her 
junior and senior years of high school she took voice lessons and held the lead in two operettas. She 
continued to sing regularly in her church choir and also belonged to a Barber Shop Quartet.  
    After graduating she worked for the Army Air Corp & Navy Inspection offices where she learned to 
teletype and operate a switchboard phone system. Her working career continued at D & C Stores, 
Inc. in Stockbridge and then at Midwest Bank in Jackson where she worked in the Accounting/Payroll 
department until she retired in 1982.  
    On July 19, 1946 she married Clarence L. Millhouse who preceded her in death on July, 9, 1988. The 
couple raised their family in Stockbridge on Elizabeth Street. She was a very talented seamstress, she 

made a lot of clothing for her children as they were growing up and also continued with her grandchildren making a Prom dress and flower 
girl dress for her granddaughter’s wedding. She also made countless quilts in many patterns and designs and loved to share her latest 
project with whoever came to visit.  
    In addition to quilting she enjoyed needle point, cross stitch, candle making, baking and making hard candy with her great grandchildren. 
She pridefully enjoyed watching all six of her grandchildren grow up as they also attended Stockbridge schools, Shannon, Anji, Isaac, 

Box 62, Stockbridge, MI 49285; Lions Club of Stockbridge, P.O. Box 327, Stockbridge, MI 49285; or Lioness Club of Stockbridge, P.O. Box 
31, Stockbridge, MI 49285. The family suggests memorial contributions be sent to First Presbyterian Church or the Lions and Lioness Clubs 
of Stockbridge.

Amanda, Erin and Yolanda and spent a lot of time recording home movies of them 
in their younger years. She was also fortunate to have been blessed with 15 great 
grandchildren.  
    She was a dedicated mother to her four children, her son John A. Millhouse and 
daughter Julia A. (Millhouse) Singer also preceded her in death, surviving are two 
daughters, Chris (Millhouse) Gill of Ypsilanti, Linda (Millhouse) Pena of Ann Arbor 
and niece Kaye Lee Coakley of California. A private memorial will be held at a 
later date.



Student of the Month: Eastyn Good

Stockbridge Community News is 
grateful to SRSLY for sponsoring 

‘Student of the Month’

Eastyn Good inspires with kindness and 
compassion

WI

LD SANITATION

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE
517- 851-7695

www.wildsanitation.com

Jeff Caskey Brad Caskey

P.O. Box 188
Stockbridge, MI  49285

Beating leukemia alone stands to make 
6-year-old Eastyn Good stand out as 
a extraordinary, but this young man’s 
attitude serves as an even bigger gift to 
his community.

by Cassandra Watson
As many local residents are well aware, the 

Stockbridge area is home to a strong and unique 
body of students. Eastyn Good, nominated and 
selected by school staff and administrators as 
Student of the Month, is one such young man.

This Stockbridge Elementary School student 
has faced exceptionally difficult challenges in his 
fledgling life. When asked to describe his most 
recent, greatest accomplishment, Eastyn wrote, 
“beating leukemia after a 3.5 year fight.” 

While that accomplishment alone stands 
to make this kindergartener stand out as a 
extraordinary, Eastyn’s attitude serves as an even 
bigger gift to his community.

Born to Trish and Nick Good, 6-year-old Eastyn 
is the third of four children. He says he has been 

significantly influenced by his brother, Mylo, who is “great at baseball.” Eastyn says 
he loves his family even when they “drive me crazy,” and he likes to ride his bike 
and play tee-ball. 

Teacher Amy Taylor wrote that her student is “a hardworking boy with a heart 
of gold! He is a great friend for my special needs students. He ‘takes care’ of them 
with compassion and confidence.” 

Eastyn says he lives by the goal of making other people’s days better. He 
believes everyone should “always keep going” and “never give up.” 

Taylor stated that Eastyn has taught her a great deal. 
“He tells me that he prays hard for some of his classmates that have a hard time 

with behavior,” she said, adding that Eastyn is an extraordinarily brave, strong, and 
kind young man who plans to gain awards at Stockbridge, become a police officer, 
and always help others.

    Want to advertise? 
    • Print: 15 words (or one half-inch by 2 inches) $35 (published 
monthly, 1st of the month)
    • Online: $30 per posting, includes website and Facebook 
posting
    To place a classified advertisement or discuss possibilities, 
please email your ad to StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com 
or phone Nancy at 517-851-8087. Send payment to SCN, P.O. 

Box 83, Gregory, MI 48137
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Pack 768 celebrates Flag 
Day, June 14

Scouts gather at the American Legion Post 510. Photo credit 
Susan Hill.



Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation
2018 Quarterly Grant Awards

Physical Programming Circuit Boards for Computer Science 
Discoveries Course, Including Teacher Training. “Students will be able 
to program in the virtual world and see the impact of how to program physical circuit 
boards,” Jason Rickli, Stockbridge High School Teaching Staff.
Transportation to Sixth Grade Camp For 85 Students and their Chaperones, 
Including the Cost for a Camp Health Officer. “Sixth Grade Camp at the Howell 
Nature Center supports the sixth-grade curriculum and provides extended growth for 
our students in the areas of Team Building, Life Skills, and Self Esteem,” Travis Sparks, 
Heritage Teaching Staff.
Competition Robot Building Materials. “Project goals include engineering, 
problem solving, and collaboration skills at the junior high school level providing the 
opportunity for students to join a competitive Robotics Team which encompasses the 
development of professionalism and the ability to compete in tournaments at a state or 
national level.” Mary Waterhouse, Stockbridge Junior High School Teaching Staff.
First Grade Learning Center Grant. “Learning Centers will empower students to 
grasp core concepts, take risks without fear of failure, build community, and direct 
their own learning.” Christina Starr, First Grade Teacher, Smith Elementary School.

For SAEF grant applications please contact Karl Heidrich at 517-851-7188 or 
visit our website page: http://www.panthernet.net/our-district/saef/.

MISSION ― To fund programs and projects that create or enhance educational opportunities available to area residents

Stockbridge Sprockets #13894 with their robot. Standing: Evan Brewster, 
Rylee Tolson, Grace Dreier, Mayzie Wright and Xyan Torrey. Knealing: 
Brooklyn Rochow and Kylin Heidrich. Missing from photo is Ty Andrews.

Howell Nature Center Staff 
prepares Jalen Rogozinsk to 
go rock climbing.

Learning Centers help Mrs. Starr’s first 
grade students improve their skills in 
reading, writing and math.
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Community Spotlight on Dewayne ‘Bud’ Kitley. 
Family man, trapshooter and business owner

Bud Kitley attended Dewey school and graduated from 
Stockbridge High School. User provided photo.

    by Cindy Lance
    At a dance in 1960, Sy Simons talked 
Dewayne “Bud” Kitley into attending a shoot 
at the Munith Gun Club. The request turned 
out to really hit the target. Bud, Munith 
business owner and family man, had found a 
lifelong hobby.
    Three years later, Bud progressed to 
shooting registered targets. Soon, his whole 
family was involved in one way or another. 
    His wife Connie shot for a few years 
and then took care of the clubhouse and 
concessions along with daughters Pat and 
Dawn. Sons Chuck and Carl set traps and 
helped maintain the club, as did a number 

of the grandchildren.
    Family comes first
    Bud was born to Kenneth and Shirley (Brown) Kitley, of Munith, the first of four children. Siblings 
Barb, George and Janet followed. He attended Dewey school and graduated from Stockbridge High 
School. 
    In May 1953, his sister, Barb, introduced him to her friend, Connie Cowan. Romance bloomed 
and Bud and Connie were married in October that same year.  
    Now as their 65th wedding anniversary quickly approaches, Bud said “you need someone to keep 
you straight, and Connie sure has tried to do that.” 
    They consider their four children to be their greatest accomplishments: Patricia (Reggie) Riba, 
Chuck (Jo) Kitley, Carl (Teri) Kitley and Dawn (Clark) Titus. 
    They also were blessed with 11 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. The loss of two 
grandsons was the saddest experience of his life, but the “strength of family keeps you going,” he 
said.
    Bud credits grandparents Oliver and Ora Kitley as one of his greatest influences, as he lived with 

them off and on throughout his youth.
    “Grandpa lost everything in the Depression,” Bud said. “He 
persevered, worked hard, and never went into debt again. 
    “I learned you never take anything for granted, and you have to 
live with your conscience,” he said.
    Brother George said Bud was “the best brother he could have 
ever had, and the best neighbor.” The two have lived next to each 
other for 56 years.
    Working hard
    In 1955 while working other jobs, Bud started K&D Kitley 
Excavation and Sanitation with his father. In 1968, Bud transitioned 
to full time at the business. 
    Over the years, he has installed thousands of drain fields and 
pumped thousands of septic tanks. 
    Incredibly, he seems to remember each and every one. 
    On a recent trip to Ann Arbor, he kept up a nonstop monologue, 
detailing work he had performed on properties he passed. The 
names of owners past and present, and even how much he had 
earned on each job.
    Taking charge 
    Bud’s love of the sport of trapshooting drew him to become more 
involved, and he was a member of the Michigan Trapshooting 
Association board of directors from 1989 to 2012, serving four 
years as president. 
    “He was instrumental in improvements to the MTA, and 
influenced state laws and ATA policies,” the MTA said on its 
website. “When anti-gunners tried to shut down the MTA, Bud got 
politicians involved. The Michigan politicians passed a law that 
protected gun clubs.” 
    When asked about this time in trapshooting history, Bud, 
president at the time, said “they tried to shut down the Mason Gun 
Club, and that weekend was one of the most difficult weekends of 
my life.”
    See Kitley on page 12.



A look back in time
by Diane Rockall

In 1908, 110 years ago, the Stockbridge Brief-Sun 
served as the area’s local newspaper. In early July of that 
year, Stockbridge First Presbyterian church ordained and 
installed the Rev. P.H. Case as its minister. Two-year-old 
Hazel Snyder drowned while bathing. W. Marsh, of Gregory, 
purchased an automobile. In North Waterloo, the Methodist 
Church held a children’s day service. In Williamsville, Robert 
Moore helped R. Braley with his haying.

During those years the paper gave equal coverage to 
local, state and national news. Many communities in the area had their own columns.

Later in the month the paper reported on the Democratic National Convention. One 
week later, it was reported that William Jennings Bryan was nominated as presidential 
candidate with John W. Kern as vice presidential running mate. They were later defeated 
by William Howard Taft. 

Jumping ahead 30 years to 1938, the paper was still the Brief-Sun with continuing 
coverage of local communities, state and national news. Local 4H winner Patty Jean 
Sibley won a trip to the State Fair. Stockbridge Schools hired five new teachers for the 
High School. Ford established a ‘productive project’ near Tecumseh. The local high 
school band presented four summer concerts.

Nationally, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was pushing for the election of liberals. 
Locally, the school playgrounds saw expanded use. North Waterloo Methodist turned 90, 
while news from many churches filled an entire page. 

In 1988, the Stockbridge Town Crier served as the paper of record. The first paper of 
the month reported that the School Board had adopted its 1988-89 budget. A week later, 
a local survey found quality education most important. In the same issue, the School 
Board asked for a 31 mill increase. One week later, the Board reported that school would 
reopen with or without the millage increase.

The topic of drought: threaded through the weeks, and the newspaper reported a 
statewide drought had turned the area into a tinderbox. Gov. James Blanchard banned 
all open burning. A few weeks later, a story on how the drought was testing farmers 
reported on Sommers Farms losing a crop to a field fire. A mistake at a gas pump on 
Stockbridge Main Street caused a fire that the local fire service put out quickly and 
averted a crisis.

By 1988, the Church news page had become a directory. Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Hannewald celebrated their golden anniversary. ALLTEL updated its phone service to 
Munith, and the community recreation program registered all-time high enrollment of 
350. Waterloo Farm scheduled a wheat weaving demonstration. The Stockbridge Library 
reported a space shortage.

Diane Rockall and her husband moved to Stockbridge 20-plus years ago from Northville, where they were 

active in the Northville Historical Society among other organizations.
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Kitley from page 11
    Lasting contributions
    The ATA target year used to run from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. But Bud had a 
discussion with MTA delegate, Joe Loving, requesting ATA start the target 
year on Sept. 1. 
    He reasoned that the World Series is held at the end of the baseball 
season and, since the August-held Grand American is trapshooting’s “World 
Series,” the target year should end after the Grand American. Because of this 
ATA change, trapshooters living in colder climates now have more time to 
register targets in good weather and have them count in the new target year.
    While Bud’s most significant contributions have been in the administration 
of the MTA, he has had great success as a shooter.
    He’s won trophies in Michigan, Florida, and at the Grand in Columbus, Ohio. 
In his 2014 appearance at the Grand, Bud shot the second-best score of the 
competition with a 98, with two individuals shooting a 99 and tying for first place. 
This was not an easy feat and it was a proud moment for the trapshooter.

Thinking about selling your home?

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services | 1301 S. Main, Chelsea | LindaAllen@howardhanna.com

Call
Linda
Allen

TODAY!
734-

550-7225

YOUR HOME COULD BE
WORTH
MORE NOW
THAN EVER.

Real Estate Service

www.howardhanna.com

Call Me For...

A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

10695 E. Roberts Rd., Stockbridge

S O L D

Pickup & Delivery Available

David Davis
Owner

2070 Fitchburg Rd.
Stockbridge, MI  49285

All Makes & Models, Offering New  & Used Parts

Small Engine &
Equipment RepairDavis

(517) 565-3280 │ M-F 8 to 5 pm │ Sat 8 to 2 pm

by Cindy Lance
April 2018, a presenter who 

has become a regular fixture at 
Stockbridge Schools Board of 
Education meetings was on hand 
to again lift up her students and 
their exceptional work. At the 
request of the board, Ms. Elizabeth 
Cyr—mentor, teacher and driver 
of success for the Journalism, 
Yearbook and Uncaged News 
programs at Stockbridge High 
School—summarized a school year 
streaming with accomplishments: 

In August 2017, “The Panther” 
yearbook team attended advanced 

Extra, extra read all about it – the 
awards keep coming!

The Uncaged journalism team attended Mike 
Smith Live, a one-of-a-kind session with high 
school students from across Mid-Michigan. 

training at Hartland High School, and both Uncaged and The Panther staff worked 
as the media team for Mike Smith’s #Findyourgrind tour at the Breslin Center in 
September. Uncaged print conducted focus groups to study its readership and better 
serve its needs. This research resulted in the news magazine tackling in-depth 
reporting on even more relevant and riveting issues.

In November, the Uncaged team traveled to Dallas for the National Scholastic 
Press Association Conference. There, they received their second National 
Pacemaker award. The Panther won the coveted Spartan Award with Distinction 
in December, with Uncaged awarded the Gold Medalist from Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association and First Class from NSPA. Uncaged won the Silver Crown from 
CSPA in March, and on April 23 the teams were off to Lansing with cowbells in hand.

See Awards on page 18.



U Drive. U 
Text. U Pay.
    by Chief Johnnie Torres Jr.    

It’s summer break and time to 
talk about the very serious matter of 
distracted driving. Distracted driving 
laws don’t just prohibit texting and 
driving. The Michigan Vehicle Code 

(Section 257.602b) also prohibits reading, typing, or sending 
messages while driving on the roadways. 

While the civil fine for violating this law is minimal at first, it 
increases with each subsequent offense. More importantly, the 
offense can be deadly. According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), distracted driving claimed 3,450 
lives in 2016 alone, and cellphone use is highest among 16- to 
24-year-olds. Students are certainly in that age bracket, but 
don’t let this age statistic lead you to believe that adults are not 
committing this offense as well, because they are.

Also, females beware. According to a 2015 study by the AAA 
Foundation for Traffic Safety, females who are using a cellphone 
while driving are more likely than men to be involved in a crash. 
And here is something to consider: At 55 mph taking your eyes 
off the road to type, send, or read a text for five seconds, is like 
traveling the length of a football field with your eyes closed. 
Scary.

Texting or other distractions while driving has reached 
epidemic levels. It’s time for all drivers to take this offense 
seriously. Students, make a pledge that you won’t text and drive. 
Pledge also that you will say something to any friend or family 
member who is driving distracted—the same as if they were 
driving while intoxicated. 

Parents must lead by example and never drive distracted. 
Talk with your young driver(s) about distractions and all of 
the responsibilities that come with driving. Consider having 
everyone in the family sign a pledge to commit to distraction-free 
driving. Remind your teen driver that a violation while having 
a graduated driver’s license (GDL) could mean a delayed or 
suspended license.

If we all commit to taking just a few simple steps like these, we 
will protect loved ones’ lives and help keep others safe while on 
the roadway this summer. And remember: U Drive. U Text. U Pay. 

Be vigilant; be safe.
    Chief Torres, a native of Flint, joined the Stockbridge Police Department in 2009 
and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Michigan-Flint and is married with two adult children. 
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Distracted driving claimed 3,450 lives in 2016 alone. Photo credit 
Ellsworth Military Base.

 

      For more
     information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

The Open Air Market
     JULY 6, 13, 20, 27 ~ 4 pm to 7 pm
 Market items: seasonal vegetables & fruit,
       cheese, honey, bread & pies, soaps &
    candles, woodworking, crafts & more!

Beginning July: Shoreline Alaskan
 Salmon 2nd Friday of the month

Market Music ~ 5:30 pm to 7 pm

Actors Needed: Adult Men & Women
Town Hall Players’

production of
“Harmony Romances”

by Ron Hill
Romantic Comedy ― scheduled for Nov., 2018
Auditions at Town Hall ― August
Contact Barbara for info:  walarabw17@yahoo.com │ 517.851.1300

S.A.E.S.A from page 5
Stockbridge Village Clerk Debbie Nogle expressed concern that the south end of Stockbridge 

would now be removed from the tax rolls and consist primarily of nonprofit parcels. Further, she 
said the move creates an unorthodox layout for village growth and development because it removes 
prime real estate from areas that would typically house commercial businesses. She said the 
Planning Commission is creating a long-term master plan, but this has yet to be finalized.

Village Council President Molly Howlett said the council will consider the issue of rezoning once it 
receives recommendations from the Planning Commission, which is awaiting ordinance review from 
an outside firm.

The sale to S.A.E.S.A. shows no contingency for zoning approval and was finalized March 8, 
2018. But S.A.E.S.A. General Manager John Beck emphasized the property had been for sale a 
number of years.

Public records confirm a transactional past: In 1999, Jeffrey Cappo and Ieva Berglands, owner 
of multi-state Victory Automotive, Inc. purchased the property from Bob’s Ford and Old Kent Bank 
for $1.25 million. Six years later the mortgage was assigned to Sterling Bank & Trust, FSB for 
$950,000. November 2015, the Michigan Department of Treasury placed a tax lien on the property 
for $672,496. Cappo et al paid off the lien in February 2016. (See https://mi2laredo.fidlar.com/
MIIngham/DirectSearch/.)

Stockbridge Township Supervisor C.G. Lantis voiced support for the move. “I am excited to see 
growth happening here in Stockbridge,” he said. “Seeing S.A.E.S.A. purchase the Ford building and 
making interior and exterior improvements—as people come into town, it will be impressive.”

Lauckner underscored the safety benefits of S.A.E.S.A.’s relocation to a new site. “Much worse 
would be if an emergency vehicle, while trying to exit a residential and school neighborhood, had an 
accident that was devastating to human life; that cost is unconscionable. There were many, many 
complaints over the years from people that lived around the firehouse.” She said she hoped the new 
location improved response times and multi-jurisdictional cooperation.”

Beck said S.A.E.S.A.’s purchase included 26,000 square feet of ADA compliant building space. 
In comparison, according to Deborah Marshall of Glenn Brooke Realty, the vacated Hybroco 

location near the same Mich. 106 and 52 intersection has 20,000 square feet available in two 
commercial buildings plus acreage. Its asking price is $200,000. 

When asked if S.A.E.S.A. had considered the Hybroco location, Beck said that a purchase and 
remodel of that site would have incurred greater expense.

He said S.A.E.S.A’s purchase required no voter approval because it plans to pay for the Ford 
dealership property through its general funds. 

“The first 10 years we saved up enough money for down payments,” he said, indicating that 
S.A.E.S.A. had put $150,000 down and reserved $200,000 for renovations. He said seller Jeffrey 
Cappo is acting as the bank and confirmed S.A.E.S.A. received tax revenues at 1.6 mills in the 
amount of $447,674 in 2017. The authority, he said, had committed to a 10-year mortgage at 3 
percent interest with no balloon payment. Roughly, S.A.E.S.A.’s payments will run approximately 
$100,000 each year for the next 10 years.

In an ironic twist to the butterfly effect, S.A.E.S.A.’s removal of the two parcels from the tax rolls 
would sheer $800 to $1,000 a year from its own tax funding.
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Coach Clyde Whitaker’s Tee-ball team 
holds its first practice of the summer

Coach Clyde Whitaker demonstrates the proper technique 
to catch a baseball to kindergartner Henry Salyer during 
the first Tee-ball practice of the year on June 4.

    Information and photos by Hope Salyer
    Coach Clyde Whitaker held the first Tee-ball practice of the year on June 4 behind the Old Middle 
School building. 
    The Community Education-organized team brought Stockbridge Community Schools 
kindergartners together to learn the fundamentals and proper techniques of baseball.

Kindergartner Henry Whitaker dives for the ball 
during the first Tee-ball practice of the year.

Stockbridge U-10 baseball 
team falls to Fowlerville

We offer many products...
 give us a call or stop by.

517-851-7500
17154 M-106, Stockbridge

HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5 • Saturday 9-3 • Closed Tue & Thur

Stockbridge Community News gratefully expresses appreciation to Hickory Ridge Farm and Feed for sponsoring this page.

    Information and photos by Hope Salyer
    The Stockbridge U-10 baseball team hosted Fowlerville’s travel 
team June 6 at the Smith Elementary baseball field. The Panthers 
struggled to get on the board and tame Fowlerville’s offensive 
streak, and couldn’t pull off the win.

Johnny Salyer takes a ball during the second inning of the game. 
Salyer was walked on the next pitch.

Pitcher Caden Stoffer throws out the first pitch of the game.

Stockbridge Youth Baseball Farm League scores big
    June 7, the Stockbridge Youth Baseball Farm League game proved a great day for both teams, 
the Yellows and the Greys. Yellows were coached by Steve Rusnock and Bryan Spadafore; Greys 
by Kelly Whitney. Photos by Mike Williamson. 

Logan Noel nails a throw to first base. Mathew Groller, catcher at the ready. Coach Steve Rusnock helps Makayla Williamson before she goes to bat.
Alyson Hardrick concentrates 
on making it to base.
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Get America’s best value, service, and technology. 

Local channels included!

AMERICA’S TOP 120

190 Channels
$59.99/mo.

+

America’s Top 120 Plus and more!

AMERICA’S TOP 200

240+ Channels
$79.99/mo.

Even more sports and entertainment!

AMERICA’S TOP 120 PLUS

190 Channels
$69.99/mo.

2-Year TV Price Guarantee | Smart HD DVR Included
All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee, and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for 
qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling, or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

Ranked #1 in Customer Service nationally 
by J.D. Power and our customers.
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Premium Channels included for 3 months 

After 3 months, you will be billed $55/mo. unless you call to cancel. 
Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability.

Watch live HD TV 
in the great outdoors
with DISH portable satellite antennas.
Sold separately.

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only.
Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 7/11/18. 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you 
cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo for 1 TV. Available with 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($69.99 for AT120+, $79.99 
for AT200, $89.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including 
premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: After 3 mos., you will be billed $55/mo. for HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in 
price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $8.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional 
installation only. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. DISH Network 
received the highest numerical score for customer service and second highest score for overall customer satisfaction among national TV providers in the J.D. Power 2017 U.S. Television Service Provider Satisfaction Study, based on 18,685 total responses, measuring the experiences and perceptions of 
customers with their TV service provider, surveyed November 2016-July 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. BDRIVE_22224

Specialty Satellite
(517) 851-3428

100 S. Clinton St. Downtown,” on the corner” 
specialtysatellite.getdish.com 

Come visit us today for excellent professional service! 

Ranked #1 in Customer Service nationally 
by J.D. Power and our customers.

Watch live HD TV 
in the great outdoors
with DISH portable satellite antennas.
Sold separately.

Premium Channels included for 3 months 

After 3 months, you will be billed $55/mo. unless you call to cancel. 
Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability.

Local channels included!

AMERICA’S TOP 120

190 Channels
$59.99/mo.

America’s Top 120 Plus and more!

AMERICA’S TOP 200

240+ Channels
$79.99/mo.

2-Year TV Price Guarantee | Smart HD DVR Included
All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee, and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for 
qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling, or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

+

Even more sports and entertainment!

AMERICA’S TOP 120 PLUS

190 Channels
$69.99/mo.

Get America’s best value, service, and technology. 

GM_Q2_Offers_10.26x11.25.indd   1 6/19/2018   8:37:33 AM
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SAVE      DATE
September 14-15

the

Village of Stockbridge
Harvest Moon Festival

Vendor Opportunities
Contact Debbie Nogle

at (517) 851-7435.
For updated info,

visit www.vosmi.org.

Volunteers needed

for planning and

during the event.

Please call Debbie

at (517) 851-7435.

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING, 305 W. Elizabeth 
Street, Room #112
June 14, 2018 at 7:00pm, UNAPPROVED Minutes

1. Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:03 pm.
a. Roll Call: PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Trustees: Frederick Cattell, 

Patrick Harden, Richard Mullins, Carmelita Valdez-Weaks, Chad Quintanilla. 
ABSENT: Trustee Christina DuWig. Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk.

Pledge of Allegiance: President Howlett led the pledge of allegiance.
Approval of Agenda: MOTION by Harden, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve 

the Special Meeting Agenda of June 14, 2018. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
2. Public Comment: None
3. NEW BUSINESS: Lakelands Trail–Bid Opening. MOTION by Quintanilla, 

SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; to accept the bid from Flies and 
Vandenbrink in the amount of $96,600 for Professional Design and Engineering 
Services of the Lakelands Trail. AYES:, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Quintanilla, Harden, 
Cattell, Howlett. NAYS: None. ABSENT: DuWig. MOTION PASSED

Damon Asphalt: Tabled. 
Water Tower: Howlett would like to get an assessment done on the Water Tower 

and has received a quote from a company for services. Quintanilla would like to see 
a couple more quotes. Quintanilla will get a couple more quotes.

4. Public Comment: None
5. Closed Session: Discuss Real Property: MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED 

by Harden, APPROVED; to go into closed session at 8:14pm. AYES: Harden, 
Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Quintanilla, Cattell, Howlett. NAYS: None. ABSENT: DuWig. 
MOTION PASSED

MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to go back into 
open session. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.

MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to authorize the 
President to negotiate on what was discussed in closed session. AYES: Cattell, 
Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, Harden, Howlett. NAYS: Quintanilla. ABSENT: DuWig. 
MOTION PASSED.

ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Valdez-Weaks, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting 8:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk

VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE COUNCIL MEETING , 305 W. Elizabeth St., Rm #112 
June 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., UNAPPROVED Minutes  

1.  Meeting called to order by President Howlett at 7:00 pm. 
a. Roll Call:   

PRESENT: President Molly Howlett, Pro-Tem Frederick Cattell, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee Richard Mullins, Trustee 
Carmelita ValdezWeaks, ABSENT: Trustee Christina DuWig, Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk, John 
Gormley, Village Attorney, Johnnie Torres, Police Chief, Citizens were also present 

c. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION by Harden, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the June 4, 2018 agenda as amended; add to New Business: e. DPW 

Garage, f. Street Repair, g. door locks. Motion carried with unanimous ayes. 
d. Approval of Minutes  

MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins to approve the minutes of May 7, 2018 as presented by Clerk Nogle. Motion 
carried with unanimous ayes. 

e. Council Seat Appointment  
Council received (4) applications for appointment. 
Greg Uihlein, Chadwick Quintanilla and Morehouse each spoke to council. 

Cattell NOMINATED, Valdez Weaks SUPPORTED, to appoint Chadwick Quintanilla for the remainder of the term; expires 
11/20/2018. 

AYES: Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, Harden, Cattell, Howlett; NAYES: None; ABSENT: DuWig; MOTION PASSED; MOTION by 
Cattell, SUPPORTED by Mullins to adjourn for 5 minutes to allow the Clerk to swear in Chadwick Quintanilla. Motion 
carried with unanimous ayes. Meeting back to order at 7:28pm. 

2.  FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable : MOTION by Cattell SUPPORTED by Valdez-Weaks, to approve the 
accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle in the amount of $51,474.48. 
AYES: Mullins, Valdez-Weaks, Quintanilla, Harden, Cattell, Howlett; NAYS: None; ABSENT: DuWig 

MOTION PASSED 
Police Report: MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell, APPROVED; to hire Anthony Coln, Fulltime (40hrs per week) 

officer at $18.00 per hour contingent on a successful background. 
AYES: Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, Quintanilla, Harden, Cattell, Howlett; NAYES: None; ABSENT: DuWig; MOTION PASSED 

3. NEW BUSINESS: Village Meetings:  
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; Hold a Special Meeting on June 14, 2018; reschedule meeting of 

July 2, 2018 to July 9, 2018. Motion carried with unanimous ayes 
DPW-Hour Increase 
MOTION by Quintanilla, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; will increase Matt Akers, DPW Laborer to 80 hours every (2) 

weeks until the July 9, 2018 meeting. 
AYES: Cattell, Harden, Quintanilla, Mullins, Valdez-Weaks; NAYS: None; ABSENT: DuWig; MOTION PASSED 
Patchwork-Street Repair Quotes 
MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; to get 2 other quotes for street patchwork repairs; AYES: Mullins, 

Valdez-Weaks, Quintanilla, Cattell, Harden, Howlett; NAYS: None; ABSENT: DuWig; MOTION PASSED 
Security System 

MOTION by Howlett SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; to table the security system at DPW.Motion carried with 
unanimous ayes 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Carson Water and Sewer Request: MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, 
APPROVED; $2,000 consideration contingent on buyers provides; survey at the buyers cost, title survey, buyer pays 
transfer tax sell as a quit claim deed.  
AYES: Harden, Cattell, Quintanilla, Valdez-Weaks, Mulling, Howlett; NAYS: None; ABSENT: DuWig 
MOTION PASSED 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to adjourn the Council 
Meeting at 9:01pm. Motion Carried unanimously  

1 | Page 



Enroll Now — Choose Stockbridge Community Schools
We create a culture of high

expectations for all students through
rigor, relevance and relationships.

 You may submit your registration form 
online at http://www.panthernet.net/ Junior/Senior High School Heritage School Smith Elementary School
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Avoid ‘summer slide’: Rock it with free prizes and fun events at the library

Stockbridge Library Assistant Debbie Prigge engages 
students during a Summer Reading Welcome Week visit.

    Article and photo by Paul Crandall
    Class visits in early June brought nearly 300 
kindergarten through fourth grade students to 
the Stockbridge Library of Capital Area District 
Libraries (CADL). They heard stories, engaged 
in word games, puzzles, scavenger hunts and 
other activities, and probably most importantly, 
learned about summer reading at the library. 
    Summer Reading at CADL means earning 
free prizes for reading – a program available 
to everyone, from preschoolers to adults. This 
year’s program, themed “Libraries Rock!,” 
includes prizes ranging from rubber ducks, 
squirt toys and board books for pre-readers to 
earbuds, spinning tops, chocolate and coupons 
for pie, depending on the age group. Grand Prize 
drawings include a four-pack of tickets to see 

“School of Rock: The Musical” at Wharton Center. 
    CADL – Stockbridge is also featuring a slew of events this summer matching a variety of ages 
and interests. For families with young children, these include visits from Cooperfly Puppets (July 11), 
Howell Nature Center (July 18), Gemini (July 25), Magician Baffling Bill (Aug.1) and more. Teens may 
wish to attend Minecraft (June 26) or string art (July 12)  events, or arts & crafts with Colleen (July 

Blacksmiths-Soldiers and Log Cabin Weekend 

Mike Cameron forges a chunk of iron into an 
1870s farm tool. User provided photo.

by Arlene Kaiser
Log Cabin Day, a statewide event in Michigan, 

celebrates pioneer families, and the Waterloo Farm and 
Dewey School Museums commemorated the holiday in 
its own 1840s log house. June 23 and 24 an interpreter 
told stories about log cabins of yesteryear, and of the 
hard life our pioneer forefathers endured here in Michigan.  

Dr. Thom was also on hand in the Log House to 
recall the daily life of a rural doctor. His surgical skills 
and clean cuts, he assured attendees, could ensure the 
safe healing of broken bones or the slashes from a mis-
swung axe.

In keeping with their 15-year tradition of support, 
blacksmith friends from the Michigan Artistic Blacksmiths 
Association brought their forges and skillfully 
demonstrated the art of forming raw chunks of iron or 
steel into works of art and tools. 

Several Civil War soldiers and civilian camps also 
stopped by the farm, and their living examples brought the otherwise unimaginable hardships 
of an 1860s soldier and his family to life. The 5th Kentucky occupied the north side of the 
Farmhouse, while the Sons of the Union Veterans camped in the south meadow along with the 
Battery B Michigan Light Artillery. The firing of a cannon and drum of military exercises rang 
through the air.

The Dewey School located at 11501 Territorial Road, Stockbridge, was open with a school 
marm in attendance to give visitors an authentic taste of the one-room schoolhouse and the many 
rules each student, grades K through eight was required to follow.

Vendors and demonstrators were on hand to weave socks on an 1870s machine, spin wool, 
weave wheat and rugs, knap arrowheads and show how other important functions were performed. 

See www.waterloofarmmuseum.org for a schedule of upcoming events and tour hours.

Valedictorian Madi Howard 
to run college cross-country

Stockbridge 2018 graduate, Madison Howard, has 
signed to run cross-country and track at Trine University 
in Angola, Ind.

Coach Steve Allison, coach Chuck Bumpus, Madison 
(Madi) Howard, coach Kaj Johannason, coach Jeff Trapp. 
User provided photo.

19 & 26 and Aug. 2). Adults will want to check out The Nature 
of Chocolate with Laurel Zoet (July 19) or Bats of Michigan, 
presented by the Organization for Bat Conservation (July 26).
    Behind all this fun lies a serious purpose, said CADL Youth 
Services Coordinator Marisela Garza.
    “One of our goals every summer is to help prevent a 
phenomenon known as ‘summer slide,’” Garza stated in a recent 
CADL blog posting. “Educators use that term to describe the 
loss of literacy skills for those who don’t read when school is out. 
The effects are cumulative, so that by the end of fifth grade, it 
can leave some students nearly three years behind their peers.”
    Garza notes that efforts to fight summer slide can have 
long-reaching effects on school success. After reviewing 
hundreds of studies, the National Reading Panel concluded, 
“the more children read, the better their fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension.”
    You can sign up for Summer Reading and start earning 
your free prizes as well as find a detailed schedule of events 
for Stockbridge and other CADL libraries by visiting the CADL 
website: www.cadl.org. Listings for Stockbridge events are also 
found in this newspaper’s online and print Community Calendar. 
    So sign up, grab a book, and enjoy the summer!
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Awards from page 12

The 2018 Yearbook team won a coveted Spartan Award with 
distinction from MIPA, the Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association.

Several individuals 
have been recognized 
as well. Zabrina Yannella 
was named MIPA All-
State Journalist Staff, 
Multiplatform. Jazmine 
Hawkins placed 3rd in 
the Jostens National 
Photography contest. 
A video, produced by 
Maria Risner, was shown 
titled “Dear Students,” 
a compilation of things 
teachers wish their 
students to know. 

So what can possibly be next for these impressive teams of journalists? They are 
starting fundraising to attend the NSPA Fall Conference in Chicago, BIG STORIES, 
and sending journalists to MIPA and Jostens summer camps and workshops to 
advance their understanding of technology. Cyr has been recruited to serve as 
a national judge for CSPA, MIPA, JEA, and teaching at University of Iowa and 
Michigan State University. These activities will lend strength to Stockbridge’s already 
Herculean program. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity yet, please get your hands on a copy of 
Uncaged or the Panther yearbook. See for yourself the talents and wonderful things 
SHS students are writing and creating. 

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES June 18, 2018

Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis 
called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting to order on June 18, 2018 at 7:35 pm at the 
Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present at the 
meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, 
Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee Terry Sommer, 
Trustee Ed Wetherell. Member absent from meeting: 
None

Pledge of Allegiance 
Moment of Silence
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting agenda Wetherell second 
All in Favor Motion Carried

Citizen’s Comments: No Comment
Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 

Township Board Meeting Minutes for May 21, 2018 as 
printed Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried

Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge 
Township Board Financial Report as printed. 
Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried

Wolverine Pipe Line was present to do a 
presentation about awareness of the pipe line. Lou 
Kraus Right of way Claims and Public Affairs Specialist. 
He wants to remind everyone to always call 811 before 
you start digging to make sure it is safe.

Old Business:
Lantis is working on getting someone to do the 

Library cleanup.
Lantis will work with Wetherell and get the 

dimensions and Sommer will call to get prices for the 
trim around the building.

No updates on Stockbridge Township and 
Stockbridge Village cleanup day Muraf has called 
Village clerk and has not received an answer if they 
have talked with Granger on pricing.

Members of the Stockbridge Board has a 
meeting with Pete Flintoft to discuss private drives 
and updates to the Stockbridge Township ordinance.

Lantis is going to go to the DDA and see if 
they will be willing to donate Movie equipment to 
Stockbridge Township to have movie nights on 
the square. Muraf will be contacting Stockbridge 
Township Lawyer and insurance company on the 

risk of these events.
Stockbridge Township board is looking into doing 

an environmental study on the Stockbridge Fire Hall 
Muraf will be contacting Tom Wackerman to set up a 
meeting to get the ball rolling on this study

New Business:
Lantis has contacted 3 companies to get quotes 

for when SAESA moves out of the Stockbridge 
Township Hall. Stockbridge Township Board will be 
renovating the area and moving some of the offices 
upstairs to the old SAESA area.

Stockbridge Township Board had some areas of 
cement lifted to prevent puddles and standing water. 
When cement was lifted company does not fill the 
cracks on the cement so Lantis is waiting on bids to 
get this done.

Lantis is waiting on one more bid to paint the 
Stockbridge Township Hall on the outside by the 
peaks.

Katrina Griffith is asking to go to MTA yearly 
training in Frankenmuth on July 19, 2018 Lantis 
motioned to allow Katrina Griffith and any other 
Stockbridge Township Board members or Planning 
Commission members to attend Stockbridge Township 
will pay for class and the mileage to and from the class. 
Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried.

Sommer motion to the Stockbridge Township 
Board monthly bills in the amount of $26,754.30 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried

 Citizen Comments: Discussion
Lantis Adjourn the Stockbridge Township 

Regular Board Meeting at 8:58 pm on June 18, 2018 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried.

Lantis reopen the Stockbridge Township Regular 
Board Meeting back up at 9:02pm to discuss Sealing 
bids for the Library and Stockbridge Township Hall 
back parking lot. Lantis received two bids one from 
Quinn in the amount of $1007.00 together and 
from McKearney Asphalt in the amount of $1490. 
Lauckner motion to accept Quinn bid for sealing 
of the back parking lot behind the Stockbridge 
Township and the Library Sommer second All in 
Favor Motion Carried. 

Meeting adjourn at 9:05pm
BM



“Where kindness
         and excellence meet”

120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455pauldobosdds.com

    Included below are names of community residents who have 
recently died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices 
were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within 
the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a 
future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are 
available for a fee.
 · Ronald T. Collings - died May 26, 2018 - Munith
 · Edward Peter Grumelot - died May 31, 2018 - Unadilla
 · Max Erwin Boyce - died May 31, 2018 - Stockbridge
 · Joyce Millhouse - died June 4, 2018 - Chelsea

Death Notices
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Attorney & Counselor at Law
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Tax from page 4
Extrapolating from the LSJ article, the total taxable value of the Stockbridge School 

District rose from roughly $323 million in 2014, to $407 million in 2015, to $455 million in 
2016, and to $518 million in 2017. No small change, considering that two years prior to 
2014, the annual growth amounted to less than 1 percent, according to Heidrich. 

Lara Hamsher, Enbridge community engagement adviser, stated that Enbridge’s 2017 
tax payment to Stockbridge Township amounted to nearly $9.6 million, plus $13.0 million to 
Ingham County.

“This is substantially higher on average than most townships in Michigan,” she wrote, 
“because of our terminal, the 6B upgrade and also because of the number of assets that 
traverse the township.”

Hamsher said the company employs 15 full-time, local workers and has no plans for 
additional enhancements to the Stockbridge Terminal or associated infrastructure at this time. 

The school district draws taxable value from Ingham, Livingston, Washtenaw and 
Jackson counties, and valuations increased as follows:

With the 2017 increase to roughly $280 million, Stockbridge Township 
accounts for 54 percent of the property values in the entire school district.

“This makes sense,” Lauckner confirmed, “as Stockbridge Township is 
the only township wholly within Stockbridge School District—and the only 
township with Enbridge Tank Farm in it. This translates into $207,781 in 
property tax revenue for Stockbridge Township, of which Enbridge pays 
$140,198.”

Property tax is based on the taxable value of each parcel, and 
Stockbridge Township, with a population of 3,435 residents, is home to 
2052 parcels, Lauckner said. 

The township levies .781 mills in property taxes, or $.781 for every 
$1,000 in taxable value. Stockbridge Community Schools levy 18 non-
homestead mills for operating expenses and 4 mills to pay its debt, totaling 
22 mills on every $1,000 in taxable value. 

It should be noted, Lauckner pointed out, “School operating [expense] is 
not paid by principal residences nor agricultural properties—and amounts 
over the student count allotted amount must be turned over to the state of 
Michigan’s education fund.” She emphasized that the school only keeps 
the amount dictated by student count day and the multiplier per student as 
dictated by the legislature. 

“This was the system put in place by the Headlee Amendment to level 
the playing fields for public schools,” she said.

The ISD report, entitled “Ingham Intermediate School District Taxable 
Valuations,” added the qualifier that its numbers were for Headlee 
calculation only, and different Non-Homestead numbers may be used for 
property tax bills. It stated that amounts will be diverted due to TIFA, DDA, 
and LDFA (Tax Increment Financing Authority, Downtown Development 
Authority, and Local Development Finance Authority, respectively).



School Staff Spotlight: Leslie Cummings brings it home

“l love the rural and supportitive community!” 
Leslie Cummings said of Stockbridge, and 
added that she enjoys getting to know 
students and helping them reach their goals 
over their four years of high school. Photo 
credit Amy Haggerty.

by Amy Haggerty
Professionalism and nurturing are two words to describe Leslie Cummings. This Stockbridge Community School District 

guidance counselor has worn many hats over the past 23 years as she worked with grades 9 through 12, not the least of which 
involves assisting students with their futures. 

boys together. Evan is 23 years old, Ian and Eric, 19. They live in the Lansing area.
“l love the rural and supportitive community!” Cummings said of Stockbridge, and added that she 

enjoys getting to know students and helping them reach their goals over their four years of high school. 
Cummings feels her biggest honor is receiving a hug from a student at graduation. She also loves 

building lasting relationships even after graduation. The occasional visit or phone call from a former 
student makes her day, Cummings said, and she hopes she has helped as many kids as possible 
graduate and achieve their dreams. 

Cummings says “having genuine compassion, interest and concern for all students guides me daily in 
my efforts at SHS.” She tells her students, “Always try your best at all you do and never stop learning and 
growing in your life.”

“With its students, staff and community,” Cummings said, “Stockbridge is a very special place to be a 
part of.”
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According to Principal Jeff Trapp, “Leslie is a vital component 
of our team. She supports and encourages our students to help 
them reach their potential.”

Having grown up in western New York, Cummings attended 
high school in the Rochester area. She moved numerous 
times during her young years, living at times in Rhode Island, 
Wisconsin, California and Colorado. She credits her father as 
the most influential person in her life. 

“He instilled the value of education at all levels in me,” she said.  
Cummings attended college in New York, graduating with a 

degree in geology and minor in computer science. Later, she 
earned her Secondary Education Teaching Certificate in earth 
science and her Masters in Guidance Counseling for grades 
7-12 at Central Michigan University. 

While working with undergraduate students in a geology lab 
in her junior and senior years of college, Cummings gained an 
interest in teaching. 

“I loved helping students learn and grow,” she explained, saying 
it was then that she knew she wanted to work with young people. 

In 1985, she married Dwight Cummings, and they had three 

122nd Annual SHS Alumni Association 
Banquet pulls off another hit

by Patrice Johnson 
Saturday, June 9 felt drab and drizzly outside, 

but the halls of Heritage Elementary rang 
with warm greetings and hugs as former SHS 
students streamed into the 122nd Annual SHS 
Alumni Association Banquet.

Brian Boyce, Class of ’68, led off the event 
with a welcome to all. “I was talking with a fellow 
50-year alumni, and she told me she was pleased 
she could still fit into some of the same things she 
wore in school.” He grinned. “She said her earrings 
fit just the same.”

After the Pledge of Allegiance, master of 
ceremonies Brian Boyce delivered the invocation 
and a delicious dinner followed. Boyce also 
performed the Roll Call of Classes.

All hearts ached with Terry Greenamyer’s 
remembrance of 13 deceased classmates. 
Attendees then joined to sing “Auld Lang Syne” 
with Roberta Barber Sweet in accompaniment.

Other activities of the class of ‘68 during their 
three-day celebration included a golf outing, tour 
of their alma mater, celebration party and a picnic.

The 2018 Alumni Committee had pulled off 
another memorable event. Kudos to members 
Mary Joan McArthur ’52, Ruth McArthur Bessey 

Alumni from the Class of 1968 gather to celebrate 50 years after 
graduating from SHS. Front row L-R: Darlene Meyer, Cynthia 
Delong Sommer, Jeannette Risner Everett, Carolyn Lathrop 
Wallenwine, Jill Owen Bailey. 2nd row: Terry Greenamyer 
Sommer, Brian Boyce, Linda Steffey Smith, Terry Krummrey, 
Dorothy J. Harris. Back rows: Lori Price Ingraham, Paul Lehman, 
Barbara Daugherty Weitlauf, Wanda Cole Moeckel, Sandra Nott 
Allred, Patricia Bradley Smith, Deborah Glenn Marshall, Linda 
Topping Hanson, Rebecca Howlett Schmidt, James Hanson, 
Jack Marshall (behind Jim Hanson).  Photo credit Patrice Johnson.

’54, Chita Moeckel Kunzelman ’65, Sue Biehn Wireman ’66, Brian Boyce ’68, Patricia Kishpaugh Kelley 
’68, Deborah Glenn Marshall ’68, and Terry Greenamyer Sommer ’68.

Bourree Dance & Performance Arts



Girls Varsity Softball wins 
district championship

by Athletic Director Meghan Kunzelman and Coach Darren 
Hejnal 

The Lady Panthers brought home a district championship 
with their 10-1 victory over Whitmore Lake on Saturday, June 2. 
Stockbridge jumped out to a 5-0 lead after the first two innings. 
Emily Breslin and Hannah Gutting each had three hits, while 
Taylor Carey, Hannah Smith, Paige Wooden, and Katelyn 
Knieper all had two hits each. 

Breslin got the win as she pitched seven innings, giving up five 
hits, while striking out four. The ladies will now move on to the 
regional tournament in Clinton. They will play Napoleon.

Earlier in the day, the Stockbridge varsity girls softball team 
won the District 84 Semifinals against Ann Arbor Greenhills by 
a score of 10-0. The victory set a new school record for wins 
in a season with 23 and put the girls into the district finals. The 
Panthers were led by Paige Wooden who was three for three with 
three RBI’s. Emily Breslin and Taylor Carey each had a pair of 
hits as well. Breslin picked up the win as she surrendered only 
one hit while striking out six.

    Think you know the area? Here’s your chance 
to prove it. Each month SCN photographer Rose 
Collison is providing a photo of a mystery location 
within the Stockbridge School District. Names of 
readers who correctly identify the subject of the 
photo will be entered into a drawing, one overall 
winner to be selected.
    July’s winner will receive a $20 Farmers State 
Bank branded Prepaid Visa gift card. Thank you 
to Farmers State Bank for contributing this prize.
    Congratulations to last month’s winner Sue 
Gasieski for correctly identifying the old windmill 
on Baseline and Fitchburg roads. Sue Gasieski’s 
name was selected at random from other correct 

July’s ‘Where’s Waldo’ mystery location

entries.
     We would 
also like to 
congratulate 
Owen House 
for winning $10 
second-place 
prize for June’s 
Where’s Waldo.

Recognize the subject of this picture and where 
it’s located? Enter to win a $20 Farmers State 
Bank sponsored Prepaid Visa gift card. Photo 
credit Rose Collison

Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 83 
Gregory, MI 48137.
    Entries must be dated or postmarked no 
later than July 9th.

Thank you to Farmers State Bank for 
sponsoring this month’s contest, and 
good luck!

Stockbridge Community News — Subscription Form
Have an out-of-town family member or friend who would enjoy receiving a paper? Want to 

receive the paper at your vaction home? Purchase a 12 month subscription for $30.

Please mail this form along with payment to:  Stockbridge Community News, 
P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.

Name

Address

Email

Payment Type:   Cash            Check

Stockbridge Community News
Donation Form

Name

Address

Email

Amount
Please mail donations to:  Stockbridge Community News,

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137. Make checks payable to SCN.
Donations may not be tax deductible.
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    To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the photo 
and its location along with your name, address and phone number. Email 
Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or snail mail Stockbridge 

Owen House won second place with 
a $10 prize. Congratulations, Owen.

Thank you, Owen, for your letter to SCN.

 Girls Varsity Softball celebrates winning District Finals. Photo credit Meghan 
Kunzelman.
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Low-key businessman finds 
Stockbridge a good place to live 
and do business

Todd Pybus stands with his 
two children, Foster and Bella, 
outside BelFost Construction 
Inc., newly located at 721 S. 
Clinton in Stockbridge. Photo 
credit Jodi Pybus.

by Bob Castle
If you’ve noticed a face-lift on the old Schultz/

Runciman building beside the railroad tracks on 
the south end of town and are wondering what’s 
up, meet Todd Pybus and his business, Belfost 
Construction. 

Belfost provides general construction services 
to commercial establishments. It currently 
contracts its services exclusively to Dollar 
General Stores, doing everything from property-
line fencing to drywalling. 

“We do it all,” Todd said, “except electrical, 
plumbing, and heating and cooling.”

No stranger to Stockbridge, Todd and wife 
Jody moved here from Howell 16 years ago. 
They found the area a good place to live and 
in close proximity to Jackson, where Todd sold 
commercial construction material. 

Then U.S. Gypsum bought out the Jackson 
business. Todd and Jody, now parents to Bella 
and Foster, asked themselves: Why not open a 

business in Stockbridge, where Bella and Foster go to school? 
“We decided that we should become more imbedded in Stockbridge,” Todd said. 
He named the new business after his children, and Belfost Construction has 

been in operation since 2011.
Todd also bought and refurbished the building that houses the archery range on 

the corner of Michigan 106 and Brogan Road.

War on blight takes two steps forward

4094 N. Main St., February 2017. User 
provided photo.

4094 N. Main St., June 2018. Photo credit 
Patrice Johnson.

4082 N. Main St., Stockbridge, March 
2018. Photo credit Patrice Johnson.

4082 N. Main St., Stockbridge, March 
2018. User provided photo.

Then Now

Chamber names Cheryl 
Holloway Volunteer of the Year

by Patrice Johnson
In keeping with tradition, the 

Stockbridge Area Chamber of 
Commerce announced its Volunteer 
of the Year award during the annual 
Day in the Village, and this year 
a retired Stockbridge teacher was 
named recipient. Cheryl Holloway’s 
unwavering commitment to 
Outreach’s Tide Me Over program 
ranked high among her many kind 
and generous acts.

“I would like to thank all the 
businesses in Stockbridge for 
their gifts,” the soft-spoken and 
unassuming Holloway said. “I enjoy 
doing Tide Me Over and helping 
all the kids get food they need to 
succeed in life.”

For the past nine years, Holloway 
has quietly devoted several hours 
each school week to ordering, 

Volunteer of the Year Cheryl Holloway 
quietly devotes several hours each week to 
hauling cases of groceries and packaging 
healthy weekend meals for needy elementary 
children in Tide Me Over, a program she and 
fellow teacher Jean Buurma founded nine 
years ago. Photo credit Judy Williams.

hauling cases of groceries and packaging healthy weekend meals for needy 
elementary children in the community. Together with fellow teacher Jean 
Buurma, Holloway founded the Stockbridge Tide Me Over program. 

“Jean was on the Outreach Board,” Holloway recalled, “when she saw a 
TV news broadcast about an inner city program that sent food home with 
children to tide them over the weekend.” No similar program existed for “little 
towns like us,” Holloway said. “There was such a need for the kids that we 
thought, ‘hey, let’s try that.’”

Committee Members & 
Event Helpers:

Animal Blood Resources
Backstreet Bar & Family 

Restaurant
Derek Young

Digital Crumbs Photography
DPW and Village of Stockbridge

Ed & Betti Wetherall
Frey-Henderson Sound

India McGreggor
Mallory Donajkowski

Mike Klimkiewicz
Ron Hodder & Explorer Post 222

SAESA
SRSLY of Stockbridge

The Rook’s Roost Photography

Fireworks Coordinators & 
Safety

Aaron Gerish
Brandon Eggers

David Tracey
Jason Patrick
Josh McAlister

Platinum Sponsors:
Adiska Family Dental

Stockbridge DDA
Stockbridge Lions Club

Gold Sponsors:
Granger

Paul Dobos, DDS Family 
Dentistry

Silver Sponsors:
Abbott and Fillmore Agency

H&R Block
Hungry Howie’s Pizza

SSBBank
St. Joe’s Mercy Hospital
Stockbridge American 

Legion
Watters & Sons
Wild Sanitation

Bronze Sponsors:
Friends of the Stockbridge 

Library
Main Street Printing

Father of the Year & Volunteer 
of the Year Basket Donors:

ACE Hardware, Back Street 
Bar & Family Restaurant, Big 
Chuck’s Pizza, C&J Family 
Pizza, Carney’s Complete Auto 
Care, Chelsea Comfort Inn, 
Classic Embroidering, Country 
Petals, Cravingz, Double Deuce 
Diner, Hairworks, Heartland 
Campground, Hungry Howie’s 
Pizza, Jax Salon & Spa, Jiffy Mix, 
Kitley’s, L&B Outlet, McDonald’s, 
Munich Mane Event, NAPA 
Auto Parts, Paul Dobos DDS 
Family Dentistry, Ransom’s, 
Rob’s Pizza, Rush Archery, Shell 
Station, Simply You Salon & Spa, 
Specialty Satellite, Stockbridge 
Auto Care, Stockbridge Barber 
Shop, Stockbridge Bowl, 
Stockbridge Diner, Stockbridge 
Pharmacy, The Weathered Loft, 
Tracy Graphics, Waterloo Golf 
Course
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Redi-Mix Concrete • Septic Tanks
CONTRACTORS &
HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!
Open Mon-Sat
Fowlerville 555 Van Riper Rd • 517-223-5000 • W

WW.BIGOSPRECAST.C
OM  

 EQUIPMENT
RENTAL

Mini Excavators with hydraulic grapple
Track & tire skid steers

Attachments - auger, trencher, grapple bucket
50’ JLG Manlifts

Self propelled & pull style
Concrete Buggies

Daily & Weekly Rental
Pick up or Delivery

Sue Trowbridge, minister of the Methodist 
Church, made this quilt, with fabric from 
Australia. Photo credit Roberta Ludtke.

24th annual ‘A Day in the Village’ 
celebrates a little place with a lot of spunk

by Roberta Ludtke, Diane Rockall and Patrice Johnson
The scent of hot dogs wafted across the Township Square to the thump of a live band’s bass 

guitar. The day was Friday, June 15, and the 24th annual “A Day in the Village” was underway. From 
Veterans’ Memorial Park to the Township Hall “a little place with a lot of spunk” rocked with an open 
mic and pet parade (complete with a piglet, of course). A treasure hunt, the Great Lakes Cloggers, 
and an old-fashioned pie-eating contest were a few of the activities that the young and not-so young 
came to enjoy.

Upstairs in the Township Hall, the annual art show, sponsored by the Stockbridge Area Arts 
Council, featured the works of local artists. Award winners included: First Prize, “Warm Breeze” 
by Thomas Winebrenner; Second Prize, “Angel Metal Work” by Jeff Drushall; Third Prize, “Lidded 
Vessel” by Dan Reid; and the 2018 People’s Choice Award, “Friends” by Bev Glynn.

Friday night’s fireworks display, presented by Adiska Family Dental and the Chamber, prompted 
collective “ooohs” and “wows!” 

Early Saturday morning, more than 200 runners (up from last year’s 148) gathered on the 
Township Square for Positively Chiropractic’s 5K race. Wearing T-shirts that read, “Run like the 
Winded,” participants walked, jogged and ran 3.1 miles along village streets and nature trails. 

Erin Clifton readies volunteers. Photo credit 
Roberta Ludtke.

Thomas Winebrenner is awarded first prize for his work titled “Warm 
Breeze.” Photo credit Diane Rockall.

L-R: Dan Reid, third prize winner; Bev Glynn, 
People’s Choice award winner; Thomas Winebrenner, 
first prize winner. Photo credit Diane Rockall.

The 2018 People’s choice award goes to 
“Friends” by Bev Glynn. Photo credit Diane 
Rockall.

Team Jessica. Dan Berlin and daughter Jessica 
ready to start the race. Photo credit Roberta Ludtke.

In a fitting wrap-up to the event on Father’s 
Day Sunday, Crossroads Community 
Church, Southwest Church of the 
Nazarene, and the Gregory Community 
Church teamed up to conduct a special 
community church service on the square. 
Photo credit Laura Hejnal.

young faces, and four were rewarded with bikes donated by an anonymous local 
family.

Throughout the day 26 volunteers rallied to help the Masons roll out a free Child 
ID program. In all, 116 children received packets.   

SRSLY Cinema closed out Saturday night with the movie “Space Jam” projected 
across the square.

In a fitting wrap-up to the Father’s Day weekend event, Crossroads Community 
Church, Southwest Church of the Nazarene, and the Gregory Community Church 
teamed up on Sunday to conduct a special community church service on the 
square. High School Principal Jeff Trapp delivered the message.

Lidded Vessel by Dan Reid wins 
third prize. Photo credit Diane Rockall.

Winners of the Top 3 Women overall went to the J’s: 1) Jessica 
Rickli, 2) Julie Olsen, and 3) Jacquie Olsen. The Top 3 Men overall 
were 1) Andy Schlaff, 2) Jack Youngblood, and 3) Jonah Coffman. 

“Rick and I finished last,” Molly Howlett grinned as she recalled 
the event. “We were the sweepers.”

A block away in the United Methodist Church, the Stockbridge 
Crazy Quilters unfurled a magnificent display of quilts. These 
generous and creative women had met every week last year to 
design, stitch and sew donated materials into 118 quilts, which they 
donated to local Hospice services. 

Back on the square, face-painted children leapt like swarms of 
grasshoppers in the bouncy house. Then they donned balloon hats 
and danced to PhatBoy and Bourree Dance & Performance Arts. 
The persuasive coaxed their parents into buying them handcrafted 
tie-dye T-shirts, hair clips, butterfly houses, photos and organic 
cheeses. A drawing for free kids bikes drew a crowd of hopeful 
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SHS CLASS OF 2018 GRADUATION: YOUTH CROSS 
BRIDGE TO A PROMISING FUTURE
    by Judy Williams
    Tim McGraw’s “Chase your dreams but always know the road 
that’ll lead you home again” proved a fitting motto for the Class of 
2018, as students in caps and gowns shared their thoughts and 
received Stockbridge High School diplomas Sunday, June 3.

Faith Whitt displays the 
puzzle that she and the other 
valedictorians assembled.

Mortarboards: symbols of creative 
expression and statements of gratitude.

Senior Class President Madison 
Howard thanks everyone, 
congratulates her classmates and 
reflects on the impact of attending a 
great school. She explained that while 
she couldn’t wait to leave, she was 
sad to have her high school years 
end. Madi said,“We are who we are 
because of this school.”

Members of the Board of Education assemble in 
anticipation of leading the procession. L-R: Cindy 
Lance, Larry Ostrander, Judy Heeney, Chris Kruger, 
Carrie Graham, Kary Gee, Garrick Rochow.

Graduating Class of 2018
Kassidy Lee Allen
Hunter Matthew Alvarado
Fravier S. Arce
Anna Grace Baird
Taylar Ann Baldwin
Patrick Allen Beutler
Roger Dean Bouck, Jr.
Audrey Belle Bradley
Taylir Rayann Butterworth
Jillian Raye Cadieux
Taylor Michael Carson
Jenna Nicole Casey
Gracie Kendall Cavender
Melanie Rose Clark
Madison Taylor Cleary
Katie Renae Cool
Kelly Renee Cool
Ayleana Kristine Crabtree
Kayla Rose Drew
Sage Bryant Erskine

Cassandra Leigh Eskew
Hailey Jo Esper
Joseph Daniel Everitt
Luke Gregory Fillip
Seth Alexavier Finley
Hailey Marie Fisher
Joshua Perry Michael Fletcher
Cameron Montgomery Flynn
Camille Katriana Ford
Brittany Elizabeth Freiermuth
Madison Gee-Montgomery
Stephen Ray Gipson
Arianna Patrice Gomez
Ashley Renee Gunn
Ronin Scott Hackworth
Shelby Joleen Hall
Alexis Lyn Hansen
Jade Madison Heaviland
Elenor Hernandez
Martin Kenneth Hoeksema

Madison Mckensi Howard
Garrett Emery Hughe
Emma Margaret-Kathryn Humrich
Andrew Thomas Jackson
Kaylin Brooke Janeski
Christopher Thomas Jenkins
Erin Ashley Keiser
Brandon Ray Kettenbeil
Ashley Marie Khozouie
Darrick Walter Kraatz
Delaney Lue Lauckner
Colin James Lilley
Kyle Thomas Lilley
Logan James Long
Savannah Marie Luke
Jeffrey Scott Machleit
Corey James Marshall
Miguel Alejandro Medina
Katelyn Jeannine Meitz
Allison Hope Morabito

Alfredo Morales
Lauren Lee Morris
Zackery Robert Myers
Craig Allen Nothnagel
Alicia Pethers
Savannah Kathleen Porter
Makayla Lynnae Powell
Margaret Ann Pulley
Victoria Nicole Rattai
Joshua Connor Risner
Kobe Daniel Roberts
Shyanne Nikol Robinson
Cristobal Rodriguez
Kali Lynn Roskowski
Brianna Paige Rosul
Elizabeth Louise Salyer
Kaylee Marie Samulak
Alexander Michael Stefan 
Sanford
Tori Lynn Shepherd

Morgan Elizabeth Sipes
Shannon Nicole Smith
Taylor Anthony Spadafore
Cole Benjamin Stacy
Madison Elizabeth Grace Stowe
Joshua Louis Sturtevant
Logan William Suojanen
Jacob Daniel James Sutton
Faith Evelynn Switzenberg
Zane Patrick Turner
Hayli Nikole Warner
William Thomas Webb
Cassandra Lynn Whitt
Faith Danielle Whitt
Mackenzie Nicole Williams
Hunter James Winnie
Jacob Ryan Woods
Lucas Allen Woods
Dakota Lynn Wright
Zabrina Alexis J-Anna Yannella

Announcing: Garden of the Month

Train garden at the home of garden club member, Judy Williams of Gregory. 

Dear Readers,
SCN is pleased to launch the “Garden of the Month” feature/contest. If you have 

a favorite garden spot based on its beauty or uniqueness, send us one to five photos 
of it. Each month, July to March, the Stockbridge Area Garden Club will select a garden for SCN 
to feature. We will keep your garden photos to compete with the selected gardens through the 
contest’s completion in March 2019. Then, readers will vote for their favorite garden, and the winner 
will be announced in SCN’s April 2019 edition. The winner will receive a gift certificate for $25 from 
Tulip Tree Gardens.

To enter, email up to five photos attn: Gardens at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com. 
Photos must be received by the 10th of each month. Include your name, physical address of the 
garden, and your phone number.

SAGC members who compete must recuse themselves from voting on the month’s featured 
garden. SCN board members may compete, though are not eligible to receive any prizes. A 
committee of local gardeners will select the featured garden. Those who submit photos will be 
asked for permission to print their name and location, or SCN will be happy to identify the featured 
garden as “in the local area.”  

Voting to take place online or in person at one or more local businesses, yet to be determined.


