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Stockbridge Area Emergency 
Services Authority to move to old 
Ford dealership

Old Middle School Sale 
marks end of an era 

One of BA Sports condemnation tags comes 
down. But two remain.

In this issue
    Memorial Day, May 28, will remember the people 
who died while serving in the country’s armed forces. 
Inside, the Stockbridge Community News is expanding 
those boundaries somewhat in order to honor any 
deceased veteran with local connections. 
    Don’t miss the enclosed submissions from readers 
and from the American Legion Mackinder-Glenn Post 
510. Thank you to family and friends who provided 
information. The community remembers and is grateful 
for your loved ones’ sacrifices. 
    See Memorial Day on page 12

On April 10, after months of discussion and work, the former 
Stockbridge Middle School was sold to local resident Mike Dalton 
for $1. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

    by Don Porter
    On April 10, after months of discussion and work, the former 
Stockbridge Middle School was sold to local resident Mike Dalton 
for $1.00. It is unclear what Dalton plans to do with the building as 
he was unavailable for comment at deadline. But if history is an 
indicator, the building is likely to continue to serve the community. 
    What is now referred to as the Old Middle School, located 
in downtown Stockbridge at the corner of Elizabeth and Wood 
streets, had served thousands of students since the original 
building was erected in 1929. An addition, constructed in the early 
1960s, appended 85,650 square feet of classrooms, offices, a 
second gymnasium and other space. 
    When this author arrived in 1974 as an assistant principal, the 
building was bulging at the seams with over 1,000 students. The 
current high school was under construction, and in January 1976, 
grades 9 through 12 moved into the then-new building on North 
Main Street. The former facility operated as the Middle School 
under the leadership of longtime principal Robert (Bob) Boyd.
     See School on page 4.   

    As student enrollment declined and the cost to maintain the 

After months of deliberations, the 
Village’s newly retained inspection 
services removed one of three 
condemnation tags marring the 
building at 122 S. Clinton. Photo credit 
Judi Cook

    by Patrice Johnson
    After months of negotiations and financial hardship, the 
evening of April 19 brought tempered relief to Judi Cook, 
owner of BA Sports, when building inspector Dave Hess 
removed one of three condemnation tags marring the building 
at 122 S. Clinton, Stockbridge. 
    “One tag lifted after extensive electric work to bring work 
area up to government code,” Cook explained in response to 
Stockbridge Community News questions. “We are permitted 
to operate the BA Sports work area.”
    A prior building inspector first attached condemnation 
notices to the plate-glass windows of BA Sports on January 
17, forbidding Cook to enter or operate her place of business 
there. “Three months and three days,” said Cook, who had 
been counting the days of financial loss.
    See Sports on page 4.

The sale of the property north of the intersection of Mich. 
106 and Mich. 52 was finalized on March 8. Photo credit 
Hope Salyer

    by Hope Salyer
    The Stockbridge Area Emergency 
Services Authority purchased the former 
Ford Dealership in Stockbridge after the 
SAESA board approved the purchase. 
According to SAESA General Manager 
John Beck, the sale of the property north 
of the intersection of Mich. 106 and Mich. 
52 was finalized on March 8 following 
multiple rounds of negotiation.
    Beck declined to answer the sale price 
of the deal.
    According to Beck, SAESA decided to 
buy the dealership for several reasons, 
including a lack of space in the Township 
Hall building to accommodate SAESA’s 
growing equipment needs. “We knew the 
fire and ambulance stations were getting 

too small for our equipment,” Beck said. “We’d been trying to pack everything in the buildings, so we 
decided to start looking because we were outgrowing the buildings.”
    Beck said maintaining two separate locations was also a factor. “The fire department is in a 
residential area, which is never good, and with fire and ambulance at two separate locations we 
have to maintain two different buildings, pay utilities for two different buildings, and it is hard to 
manage two separate locations.”
    Minimal renovations will be required to move the SAESA departments into the new building.
    According to Beck the goal is to move into the new station before July 1, and a general contractor 
will be managing all reconstruction. 
    See SAESA on page 4. 
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Mondays, 3–5 PM
June 25–August 13

Veteran’s Memorial Park 
N. Wood Street, Stockbridge

For students going into 
the 5th grade and up.

Fun games and activities 
each week.

in the
       Park!!!
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Letters we receive
    Dear Editor:
    The market feels that we have received great results from our 
advertising with SCN, and we #1 want to continue on that growth 
path, and #2, keep supporting SCN.
     Speaking of the paper, I was at Michigan Radio in Ann Arbor 
Wednesday to record a testimonial as a supporter of the station. 
The recording engineer told me her daughter recently moved to 
Stockbridge when I told her I run the market. The next thing out of 
her mouth was “What a great local paper you have!”
    She plans to come out to the market as soon as we open.
    Your fame runs outside the realm of Stockbridge!
    Suzi Greenway, Open Air Market

Scholarship Awards: Endgame of 
SAEF’s Festival of Tables

Nancy Wisman and Carrie Graham shop the silent 
auction. Photo credit Jordan Hammerberg

    by Bruce Wm. Brown
    The March evening at Heritage School ran late. 
Then constant clatter rang through the cafeteria 
as many hands went to work to return the school 
furniture to its place. The custodian looked pleased 
as he pointed and gave directions, smiling no doubt 
because he could get a lot done quickly with a 
dozen energetic National Honor Society students 
volunteering to clean up after the 250-attendee, 
Festival of Tables event. 
    Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation 
President, Jennifer Hammerberg appeared pleased 
as well. She and Carrie Graham had chaired 

the planning for a successful 15th Festival of Tables. Starting in December and continuing through 
March, preparations had long consumed the free time of both chairpersons and nine other Foundation 
members. Now the event was successful, fun, and complete. People who want to make a difference take 
satisfaction from seeing a complex goal accomplished.
    The Festival of Tables XV silent and live auctions, raffle, 50/50 drawings, and many donations, all 
contributed to raising nearly $25,000 for the SAEF. Proceeds will all be returned to the community in the 
form of educational grants and scholarships. 
    The month of April, on the Foundation’s agenda, is time for scholarship awards. Applications have 
been accepted from many Stockbridge High School seniors who hope the credentials they’ve developed 
in school will earn one of the 15 scholarships sponsored by SAEF to offset the oppressive cost of higher 
education. 
    As Foundation members carefully review each student’s application and settle on those to be 
awarded, satisfied expressions settle on their faces. This is why they work and plan. This is their payoff: 
to give our students, bursting with potential, a step ahead toward a future made better for us all.

American Legion Riders Chili Cook-Off 
ladles out another mouthwatering success

Dana Fraser receives Judges 
Choice—First Place award 
from Jerry Kunzelman for her 
“Frasers Chili.” Photo credit 
Becky Whitaker

    The ninth annual American Legion Riders Chili 
Cook-Off delivered another great success April 14 
at the Stockbridge Mackinder-Glenn Post 510. 
     “We had a huge turnout,” said Becky Whitaker, a 
member of the ALR Chili Cook-Off Committee. She 
estimated in excess of 150 people attended. “We 
really appreciate the judges, contestants, donors 
and everyone who attended,” she said.
     ALR members from Leslie, Pinckney, Grand 
Blanc, Garden City and Livonia attended, and 
more than 30 businesses from the local community 
and surrounding areas donated items and gift 
certificates for the drawings and raffle items. 
     Donated items ranged in value from $5 to $300. 
Twelve contestants competed in the chili cook-off, 

and 10 vendors participated. 
     Winners included: Judges Choice—First place: Frasers Chili by Dana Fraser. 
Second place: Chili by Dick Burton. Third place: Willy’s Chili by the Stellbergers   
People’s Choice Award—Billy’s Chili by Bill Cool Best Booth—Viv Hoy’s Bad to the 
Bone  
    In addition, Bob Hoffman won a Branson Trip, donated by John Leodler, plus 
$500 from raffle tickets sold beforehand. 

Muffin has never met a treat she 
doesn’t like and wants a home 
where she will get showered 
with them. Muffin is waiting to be 
adopted. Call for an appointment.

— FEATURED PET THIS MONTH —

Animal Blood Resources 
International

Diane:  517- 851-8244

We Keep Your Car 
                               On The Road   

Stockbridge Auto Care Inc.
Complete automotive service & machine shop.

(517) 851- 7047
Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm

121 E. Elizabeth St.
P.O. Box 460

Stockbridge, MI  49285

www.stockbridgeautocare.com

Bankruptcy might
be the answer.

Save your home
and get rid of

credit card debt.

DROWNING IN DEBT?
MCGivney Law Firm, PLLC

104 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285

517.851.7507
No charge for initial consultation

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people
file for bankruptcy relief under the

Bankruptcy Code.”



Let the “GU” Crew Work For You!
Call for a FREE Consultation.
Ask about our 100%

Money Back Guarantee!

Your Local Real Estate Couple
GREG (734) 905-0990    GERI (734) 644-0544

Real Estate • Mortgage • Title • Insurance

Real Estate  Mortgage  Title  Insurance
1301 S. Main St., Chelsea, MI  48118

“Our mission is to raise property 
values. Call us today for YOUR 
customized marketing plan.”

 
Please inquire about our exclusive 

“Second Opinion” mortgage 
application and our

 “Buy before you sell” program.

(734) 644-0544
thegucrew.com
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Boyd Heating
and Cooling, Inc.

Bryant Dealer
 “Whatever it Takes”

New Construction / System Replacements
http://www.boydhc.com Mike Boyd - Owner

517.851.7557 office
517.812.7127 cell

3410 Morton Rd., Stockbridge

STOCKBRIDGE
Alumni Banquet ~ 2018

Saturday, June 9 ~ 5:30 pm ~ Heritage School

All SHS grads and their guests are welcome.

Last day to purchase 
tickets is
June 4th.

Tickets$16 ea.

Please mail this form and make checks
payable to:  Stockbridge Alumni 

Association,  P.O. Box 503, 
Stockbridge, MI  49285.

Alumni name:

Spouse:

SHS year graduated:

SHS year graduated:

Address:

ALUMNI BANQUET RESERVATION FORM

For more information, call Ruth Bessey at 517-851-8629.

Gregory 4th of July 
committee makes plans

The committee from left to right: Luci Stoffer, 
Assistant Fire Chief Wendy Hause, Yvonne 
Hopkins, Meghan Gerisch, Erin Griffin, and 
Parade Chairman Cathy Miller. Not present: 
Chief Mark Schroeder.

    Article and photo by 
Wendy Hause
    The Gregory 4th of July 
Celebration committee meets 
monthly to plan the day’s 
parade, activities, chicken 
barbeque, and fireworks. The 
day will begin with a church 
service under the tent before 
the parade, then activities 

(kids games, Survival Flight landing, magic show, pie eating contest) 
on the township grounds. Music and fireworks will top off the day.

Update on Stockbridge State Bank 
and Eaton Federal Merger
    by Cindy Lance
    While the recently announced Stockbridge State Bank (SSB) 
merger with Eaton Federal came as a surprise to many in the 
community, it is not uncommon in the industry. Tim Jewell, president 
and CEO of Eaton Federal stated,“The ever increasing costs 
of technology and regulatory compliance have become a huge 
challenge for small banks who cannot spread those costs over a 
large customer base. Small institutions often serve smaller, rural 
communities, which offer limited growth potential, thus making it 
difficult for those banks to grow to a size that is sustainable. Merger 
with another, larger institution often becomes the best option. SSB 
was wise to explore that option at a time when it was still financially 
sound and the economy was good—it got to choose the partner it 
wanted that is similar to them and would continue to provide small 
bank service to their communities.”
    The merger still has to be approved by the bank regulatory 
agencies, and the anticipated closing is around June 30, 2018. 
Once complete, it will take several months to transition SSB’s 
accounts onto Eaton Federal’s systems. During that time, SSB 
offices will continue to serve their customers just as they are now. 
Upon conversion of the accounts, customers will be able to use any 
Eaton Federal location or service. The terms of SSB loans will not be 
impacted by the merger, and deposit accounts will be converted to 
the most similar Eaton Federal account type.
    “Eaton Federal is committed to provide as much continuity as 
possible during this transition and beyond. We have asked current 
Vice Chairman Jeff Caskey to join Eaton’s board and current 
Chairman Ben Dancer to assist Eaton Federal’s Board as a Director 
Emeritus after the merger is complete. In addition, two senior officers 
have agreed to join Eaton Federal’s staff: Bob Dickins, current 
president of SSB, will become the area manager overseeing the 
Stockbridge and Gregory offices, and Tom Schroeder, current EVP 
and chief lending officer, will join Eaton Federal as a commercial loan 
officer. It is anticipated there will be little if any change to the front 
line staff of the Stockbridge and Gregory offices.”
    See Merger on page 13
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May 1 - Fiber Fun, 5 to 7 p.m. at Stockbridge Library
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Coffee Chat, 11 a.m. to noon at
Stockbridge Library
May 2 - Google Photos Basics, 4 to 5 p.m. at Stockbridge Library
May 2 - National Diabetes Prevention Program 
(Registration Required), 6 to 7 p.m. at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital - Chelsea
May 3 - A Chicken and Biscuit Supper, 5 o 7 p.m. at 
Plainfield United Methodist Church
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - Family-to-Family Mental Illness 
Educational Program, 6 to 8 p.m. at St. Joseph Mercy - Chelsea
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - Peer-to-Peer Mental Illness Educational 
Program, 6 to 8 p.m. at St. Joseph Mercy - Chelsea
May 4, 11, 18, 25 - Open Air Market, 4 to 7 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Town Square
May 4, 11, 18, 25 - FOR ALL AGES Market Music Series, 
5:30 to 7 p.m. at Stockbridge Library
May 8 - Free Mental Health Screening, 8:30 to 11 a.m. at 
St. Joseph Mercy - Chelsea
May 9 - SRSLY Facts about Vaping Meeting, 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Stockbridge High School
May 10 - Pastor’s Conference & Zip Line, 9:30 a.m. to 2:45 
p.m. at EchoCenter

Community Calendar
May 11, 12 - Pastor Mark Hemans from New Zealand - 
Miracle Meetings, 6:30 p.m. at EchoCenter
May 12 - St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea Annual Heart and 
Sole Run, Walk and Bike at Chelsea High School
May 15 - Gregory Community Church Clothes Closet, 6 
to 8 p.m. at Gregory Community Church
May 16 - Lady’s Tea, 2 to 3 p.m. at Gee Farms
May 17 - LEGO Junior Makers (Ages 4-7), 4 to 5 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Library
May 18, 19 - Rummage Sale, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (18) and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. (19) at Millville UMC
May 18 - Fourth Annual Community Garage Sale On-the-
Square, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Stockbridge Town Square
May 19 - WAHS Annual Meeting and Volunteer 
Appreciation Social, 2 to 4 p.m. at Waterloo Farm Museum
May 19 - Kids Read to Oliver (Ages 6 & up), 12 to 12:30 
p.m. at Stockbridge Library
May 25 - Adult Book Discussion, 12 to 1 p.m. at 
Stockbridge Library

Community calendar 
www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

School from page 1

   We at the Stockbridge Community News are grateful to all who have 
expressed their encouragement and financial support. While those who 
have contributed their time and effort are too numerous to mention here, 
the News gratefully wishes to recognize our Annual and Charter Sponsors 
for their monetary donations.

SAEF, Charlotte and Robert Camp Memorial Endowment Fund*

Diane Rockall*
Michigan Press Women*

Roberta and Gary Ludtke*
Trinity Health*

Abbott and Fillmore*
Adiska Family Dental*
Angelo and Ruth Ann Parente*
Caskey Mitchell Funeral Home*

Eleanor R. Cosgray*
Granger*
Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition*
5 Healthy Towns Foundation

American Legion Post #510*
Andrea and William Stickney*
Annonymous*
Audrey Price
Bev and Dave Glynn*
Cameron and Debra Corts*
Chuck and Nancy Wisman*
Dale and Sue Kellenberger
Donna Erhart*
Don Hannewald Construction*
Dorothy and Aaron Craft*
Elaine and Clifford A. Skinner, III*
Ed and Lori Zick*
Farmers State Bank*
Glenn-Brooke Realty*
Harry and Marjorie Pregitzer
Hickory Ridge Farms*
Janice and Thomas Lovachis*
Jeannine Wayman*
Jim and Patrice Johnson*
Joe and Delta Kelly

Joseph Kelly
John & Nancy Ocwieja
Jon and Elizabeth Fillmore*
Judy and Bob Williams*
Linda and Clair Risner*
Linda Walker, Attorney at Law
Kenneth & Evelyn Stoffer
Marilyn Potter*
Minnie Lathrop
Molly and Rick Howlett*
Open Air Market of Stockbridge*
Roger Liebman*
Stockbridge Area Arts Council*
Stockbridge Area Garden Club*
Stockbridge Community Education*
Stockbridge Lions Foundation*
Taylor Gary and Joan Allen
Todd and Carol Weddon
Vivian May*
Warren and Anita Scheppe
Wendy and Mitch Hause*

* Charter Sponsors

Bronze:  $500 to $999

Platinum:  $5,000 to $7,999

THANK YOU SPONSORS

  Gold:  $2,000 to $4,999
Silver:  $1,000 to $1,999

Friend:  $100 to $499

Who we are
The Stockbridge Community News is a Michigan nonprofit organization (IRS #C4-
4001565), operated by an unpaid, volunteer board of directors. Our print newsletter 
serves more than 8,000 households in the 125-square-mile area of the Stock-
bridge school district, reaching approximately 24,000 residents. Our website and 
Facebook pages are pleased to serve more than 20,000 viewers each month with a 
growing list of more than 1,000 regular followers.

Our Mission
To promote the common good and general welfare of residents in the Stockbridge, 
Munith, Gregory, Fitchburg and Pleasant Lake community through the collection 
and dissemination of local educational news and social-benefit information.
Board of Directors
Patrice Johnson, President
Molly Howlett, Vice President
Judy Williams, Treasurer
Bev Glynn, Secretary
Rose Collison
Roberta Ludtke
Diane Rockall
Hope Salyer
Nancy Wisman
Adjunct Directors
Amy Haggerty
Mary Krummrey
Nathan Myers
Debbie Nogle
Connie Risner
Rachel Sweet

Roles and Responsibilities
editor-in-chief
local government & nonprofit liaison, school news
chief financial officer 
Gregory & Unadilla news
photography, Rural Perspectives & contest admin.
sales & public relations 
historian, ‘A Look Back in Time,’ obituaries 
technologist, graphics designer, reporter
operations, assistant editor, classifieds
Roles and Responsibilities
reporter
graphics designer
intern
business development
administrative support
Community Calendar

Volunteer Reporters:  Heather Asquith, Bruce Wm. Brown, Mike Burtch, Bob
Castle, Tina Cole-Mullins, Paul Crandall, Amy Heydlauff, Ron Kaiser, Cindy Lance, 
Matt Pegouskie, Don Porter, Michael Sweet, Abigail Walls, and Cassandra Watson.
Contact Us:  stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/stockbridgecommunitynews or www.stockbridgecommunitynews.com

Sports from page 1

SAESA from page 1

aging facility increased, it was determined the district no longer needed it. A bond issue passed in 
Nov. 2015 to add space to the high school in order to accommodate both junior and senior high 
students. In utilizing this new space, as well as available space at Smith and Heritage Elementary 
buildings, school personnel vacated the Old Middle School structure. 
    This past year, the Village of Stockbridge and the Stockbridge Police Department have inhabited 
the building, and in the past, other organizations like Outreach’s Tide Me Over program and 
alternative education used the space.
    The property was first listed as commercial through Amy Freundl at Rhinehart Realty. According 
to Superintendent Karl Heidrich, she did an “outstanding job assisting the district from the beginning 
to the end of the process.” One challenge involved the splitting of the land, so the property behind 
the building has been retained for community education programs such as soccer, softball and 
baseball. 
    In his column on page 7, Heidrich explains how funds provided for demolishing the building will 
now will be used. He indicated that he and the School Board hope the sold building may remain 
functional and available to the community and organizations in need of space. 
    Stockbridge Community News will continue to follow the story and report as news breaks.

    Cook’s entire structure spans the distance from Cravingz to the pharmacy and represents 
approximately two-thirds of North Main Street’s downtown retail frontage. Cravingz was unaffected 
and continued to operate. Now BA Sports has resumed operations as well. But two dog-eared, 
faded condemnation tags remain affixed to windows on the northern part of Cook’s building.
    The nightmare began when an independent architectural consultant determined the building 
unsafe for occupancy, yet no one seemed willing to specify what repairs Cook needed to make in 
order to remove the tags.
    On March 5, the Village contracted Associated Government Services (AGS) to administer the 
Village’s building inspection and zoning ordinances. The change appears to have helped resolve, in 
part, the impasse between Cook and the Village (See StockbridgeCommunityNews.com).

Beck said he expects the renovations to be minimal, mostly sprucing up and getting floor epoxy 
work done, but he doesn’t expect any major renovations to be needed.
    Beck said the current fire and ambulance stations are being leased from the Village of 
Stockbridge, so it is unknown what the Village will do with the space once SAESA moves to the new 
station.
    While SAESA departments are gearing up for the move, there are offices currently being leased 
in the old Ford dealership building. According to Beck, SAESA plans to work with those leasing 
offices, including the Animal Blood Bank, to allow them to stay in those offices as long as they need.
    “I think this is a great thing for all parties involved,” Beck said. “A lot of time and research went 
into facilitating fire and ambulance. Cost is always a factor, and the SAESA board didn’t want to 
have to ask for an additional millage or bond, so they really did their due-diligence in this decision. 
It’s a great location for us, so we are hoping to get our guys and gals into the building quickly.”
    For more information check the SAESA website, www.saesa.org, or contact Beck at
jbeck@saesa.org.
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Mulch • Sand • Gravel • Grading  •  Mowing
We are a local, family-owned

and operated company.
Your satisfaction is guaranteed.

396 W. Main St., Stockbridge, MI  49285
517-851-0052 | www.52landscapesupply.com

Call for a FREE Estimate — Licensed & Insured

27 yrs.

experience

Five Bowdish Brothers troop off to the Civil 
War and not all return
    by Ron Kaiser
    One can only imagine the anguish of John and Emeline Bowdish on watching five of their sons troop off to the bloody, nation-dividing Civil War. If he were not merely 
14 years old when the war began in 1861, their sixth son, Fernando, might well have joined his older brothers. The family also had two daughters and another daughter 
who died in infancy.
    The Bowdishes were farmers living in Stockbridge Township. The father, John, had served four terms as township supervisor. His five sons, beginning with the eldest, 
were William, Lucius, Wellington, Carleton and Corydon.
    June 19, 1861, 23-year-old Wellington enlisted first and was designated a corporal with the new Company B of the 7th Michigan Infantry, mustered at Fort Wayne, 
Detroit. Two months later, 26-year-old brother Lucius joined Wellington in Company B.
    In January 1863, a year and a half into the war, eldest son William, 34, and Carleton, 21, enlisted into a different regiment.
    As the war dragged into its third year, Corydon, the youngest to serve, joined his brothers Wellington and Lucius in Company B.
    In addition to bearing the weight of fears for their sons’ safety, the Bowdishes suffered the loss of four much-needed farmhands. Beyond their ideals of fighting to 
preserve the union and abolish slavery, perhaps the lure of seeing some of the world and escaping the drudgery of farm chores played a role.
    The three brothers in the 7th Michigan regiment were sent east to fight; the other two were sent out West. Then the 27th Michigan moved east, and all five brothers 
were reunited to fight together in the Battle of the Wilderness in Virginia.
    Before going battle, Wellington was wounded in the foot at the Battle of Fredericksburg and was given a disability discharge on March 25, 1863.
    Nearly a year later, the four remaining brothers’engagement at the Battle of the Wilderness turned into a calamity. Lucius was wounded and lost his right arm. Young 
Corydon suffered fatal injuries and died days after the battle. Carleton, most likely shaken at Corydon’s death and Lucius’ wounds, deserted.
    Unhurt at the Wilderness, William was promoted to sergeant. But on Aug. 21, 1864, the Confederates captured him at the Weldon Railroad near Petersburg. He 
survived seven grueling, health-sapping months of incarceration in the Salisbury, N.C., prison.
    As his arm wound recovered, Lucius returned to Corydon’s burial site and received permission to secure the body. He accompanied his brother’s rough-hewn wooden 
coffin by train back to Stockbridge for interment.
    After the war, the surviving Bowdish brothers, minus Carleton, returned to the Stockbridge area to live out their lives. Carleton, perhaps feeling shame at his desertion, 
never returned and was later heard from in California. There he married and lived until his death in 1916.
    William, suffering under the lingering effects of his imprisonment, died in 1867, two years after the war’s end. Lucius died in 1916 and Wellington in 1926. The four, 
along with other family members, are interred in the Stockbridge area: William and Corydon in Derby Cemetery, Lucius in Oaklawn, and Wellington in North Waterloo.
    It is unknown whether more than five sons of any other family in Michigan participated in the Civil War. Michigan and Stockbridge are justly proud of the Bowdish 
family for their contributions and sacrifices.
    Sincere appreciation to Evelyn Bowdish Batchelor and Richard Ramsdell for sharing their family histories to add to this story. Thanks, too, to the State Archives of Michigan for allowing use of the below photos, 
which inspired the original article by Larry Arnold in 2005 for the Ann Arbor Civil War Round Table newsletter. 

Lucius Bowdish

Wellington Bowdish

William Bowdish

Young Corydon Bowdish dies days after 
suffering fatal wounds during the Civil 
War’s Battle of the Wilderness
in Virginia. Photo unavailable for 5th 
brother, Carleton Bowdish.

Bowdish Brothers’ Photos Photo 
unavailable for 5th brother, Carleton Bowdish.
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Meeting minutes and announcements

STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES April 16, 2018
    Stockbridge Township Supervisor CG Lantis called the Regular Stockbridge Township Board 
Meeting to order on April 16, 2018 at 7:30 pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Members present 
at the meeting Supervisor CG Lantis, Clerk Becky Muraf, Treasurer Kris Lauckner, Trustee Terry 
Sommer, Trustee Ed Wetherell. Member absent from meeting: None
    Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Jesse Pidd, Addison Wright, Mackenzie Johnston
     Moment of Silence
    Sommer motion at accept the Stockbridge Township board meeting agenda with Stockbridge 
Outreach and Weather Siren added under old business and Summer Fest to Decorate Poles under. 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Citizen Comment: Discussion
    Wetherell motion to accept the Stockbridge Township March 19, 2018 board meeting minutes as 
printed Sommer second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Lauckner motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Board Financial Report as printed Sommer 
second with the discussion of deposits they should be done weekly and the last one was deposited 
into the bank on April 2, 2018 Muraf spoke with Auditor Ken Palka and there isn’t a law on when a 
deposit should be deposited but they like to see one done every week. All in Favor Motion Carried
    Sommer motion to accept the Stockbridge Township Quarterly Building department Report as 
printed Zoning 6 New Permits, Zoning 6 New Permits (1 New House/2 New Pole Barns/3 Additions), 
Electrical 3 New Permits, Mechanical 9 New Permits, Plumbing 3 New Permits, Driveways 2 New 
Permits, Addresses 2 New Permits, Demolition 0 New Permits Wetherell second  discussion with 
Katrina Griffith and there is 2 new Houses coming that are starting the process of pulling permits new. 
All in Favor Motion Carried
    Old Business
    Unadilla has decided to wait till next year to do another Clean Up Day with Stockbridge Township. 
Lantis will talk with the village and see if they are interested in doing a Clean Up Day With the 
Township later this summer. 
    Weather siren is up on the corner of Green Rd and Shepper Rd in the easement. There is no power 
and it is not working at the moment Wetherell will be contacting Consumer Energy to get it up and 
running.
    Lantis has not heard back from Stockbridge Outreach about the fire station the last update is 
Outreach would like the fire trucks moved out of the bay area so they can have someone look at the 
floors. Lantis will be in John Beck once he hears something from Outreach.
    Muraf motion to keep Pfeffer Hanniford- Palka as the Stockbridge Township Auditor Sommer second 
All in Favor Motion Carried
    Sommer motion to keep the Stockbridge Township Board Meetings on the Third Monday of the 
month at 7:30pm at the Stockbridge Township Hall. Lauckner second All in Favor Motion Carried.
    Lauckner motion to keep Stockbridge State Bank for Stockbridge Township Board Current Tax 
Trusting & Agency and Performace Accounts, Genereal Fund will continue using Farmers State Back 
and continue using Commerical Bank and Dart Bank of Mason for our current CDS Sommer second 
All inFavor Motion Carried
    Lauckner motion to accept the Proverty Exempt as printed Sommer second All in Favor Motion 
Carried
    Sommer motion to allow Summer Fest to decorate the poles Lauckner motion All in Favor Motion 
Carried
    Sommer motion to pay Stockbridge Township Board monthly bills in the amount of $37,421.86 
Wetherell second All in Favor Motion Carried
    Citizen Comments Discussion
    Lantis Motion to adjourn Stockbridge Township Regular Board Meeting At 8:10pm. Lauckner second 
All in Favor Motion Carried

BM

Waterloo Township Board Unapproved Meeting Minutes 27 March 2018 7 
p.m. 9773 Mt. Hope Road Munith, MI 49259

    Call to Order:  7:00 p.m.
    Present:  Lance, Walz, Kitley, McAlister, Morency. Also present: Charlie Barnum, Building Inspector 
and 8 residents.
    Public Comment: None.
    Consent Agenda:  
        • Kitley motioned with support from Walz to accept the consent agenda as presented. Yes/all; no/
none. Motion carried.
    Old Business:  
        • Discussion on the grass root effort for Broadband Cooperative Internet Service. Rose LaForest 
and Sheila Conant stated that they were obtaining more signatures on the feasibility study petition. 
There will be a second informational meeting on April 25, 2018 at 7:00 at the Waterloo Township 
meeting room. They still have the petition on line for signatures and are posting fliers. Bids will be 
requested soon regarding the cost of handling a feasibility study.
    New Business:  
        • Ted Beals said the Planning Commission is working on Article 4 and will be discussing the 
broadband movement taking place in our Township. He is hoping to have representatives from both 
AT&T and Frontier present at the next Planning Commission Meeting that will be taking place on 
Tuesday, April 17, 2018.  
        • Kitley spoke of switching the Township internet service from Hughes Net to Frontier. Our 
contract with them was for two years and expired in December 2017. It will be a savings each month 
of approximately $150. The cost ($229. Plus taxes) will include our 6 telephone lines and the internet 
service.
        • Lance moved with support from Walz to approve the Land Division application from Kerene 
Morrissey for parent parcel #000-10-05-200-001-00 resulting in two parcels: Tax ID#-000-10-05-200-
002-02 with 3.8 acres and Tax ID# 000-10-05-200-001-01 with the remaining 78.9 acres. Contingent on: 
1) Submission of a survey map (as required in section 5.10 of the Waterloo 
    Township Land Division Ordinance #13-4-17-01) that has been prepared and signed by a certified 
surveyor or civil engineer licensed to practice in Michigan. 2) Determination by the Township Assessor 
that the submitted certified plan is consistent with the plan submitted with the application. Aye/all; no/
none. Motion carried.
        • Lance motioned with support from McAlister to approve the Land Re-combination application 
submitted by Sean and Sara McAlinden of parcels: 000-10-04-476-001-15 with 4.91 acres and 000-10-
04-476-001-14 with 5.19 acres; and 000-10-04-476-001-13-with 6.41 acres resulting in a single new 
parcel, 000-10-04-476-001-16 with a total of 16.51 acres and access to Katz Road.-Aye/all; no/none.  
Motion carried. 
    Other Business That Comes Before The Board: Lance gave an update on the work being done on 
the Munith portion of the Lakeland trail by the DNR. They are making it wider and will include a side 
for running, walking, biking and a side for horseback riders. There is also the possibility of a small park 
being added at the trail head.
    Public Comment: Susan Wireman asked the board to use the microphones more effectively as 
she can’t hear everything being said. Wireman and LaForest also asked that the minutes be put on 
the website in PDF format to make opening them easier. Beals stated that the Parks and Recreation 
Committee should start up again to assist in getting a park group together. We are looking for 
volunteers. If you would like to participate, please call the Township office at 596.8400.
    Walz motioned with support from McAlister to adjourn at 7:53 p.m.
    The next Planning Commission meeting will be on April 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  The next regular Board 
meeting will be on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Minutes will be published in the Stockbridge 
Community News at the end of each month, on our website at www.waterlootwpmi.com and on our 
Facebook page at: waterlootownshipmichigan.

Submitted by: 
Janice Kitley, Clerk

Waterloo Area Historical 
Society’s Annual Meeting 
and Volunteer Appreciation 
Social 

    The Waterloo Area 
Historical Society will 
present Bill Christen and 
the Interurban Railways 
on May 19.

    The public is welcome to join the society for the event at 2 
p.m. at the Waterloo Farm Museum (13493 Waterloo-Munith 
Road, Grass Lake, 49240.)
    For more information, visit the historical society website at 
www.waterloofarmmuseum.org.

Stockbridge Village Board Unapproved Meeting Minutes April 9, 2018 7 p.m.
    Meeting called to order by President Hollenbeck at 7:00 pm. Roll Call: President 
Robert Hollenbeck, Trustee Frederick Cattell, Trustee Patrick Harden, Trustee 
Richard Mullins, Trustee Molly Howlett, Trustee Carmelita Valdez-Weaks ABSENT: 
Trustee Christina DuWig Others Present: Debbie Nogle, Village Clerk; John 
Gormley, Village Attorney; Johnnie Torres, Police Chief; Citizens were also present
Pledge of Allegiance President Hollenbeck led the pledge of allegiance.
    Approval of Agenda MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden to approve 
the April 9, 2018 agenda as presented. Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
    Approval of Minutes MOTION by Mullins, SUPPORTED by Cattell to approve the 
minutes of March 5 , 2018; Special Minutes of March 9, 2018 and Special Minutes 
of March 15, 2018 as presented by Clerk Nogle. Motion carried with unanimous 
ayes.
    Public Comment None
    FINANCIAL REPORT: Accounts Payable MOTION by Harden SUPPORTED 
by Mullins, to approve the accounts payable as presented by Clerk Nogle in the 
amount of $81,912.59. AYES: Mullins, Howlett, Valdez-Weaks, Harden, Cattell,  
Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT:  Duwig MOTION PASSED 
    BID AWARD- Village Streets MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Cattell, 
APROVED; to award the 2018 Village Street Bid to Quinn Excavating and Paving, 
Inc., in the amount of $62,174.00. AYES: Cattell, Harden, Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, 
Howlett, Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT: DuWig MOTION PASSED
    NEW BUSINESS Downtown Lights MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by 
Harden, APPROVED; request that President Hollenbeck instruct the SDDA to 
unplug or remove the lighting from all trees in the downtown by May 1, 2018.
Motion carried unanimously Village Equipment/Vehicles Discussion Council 
discussed selling unused equipment and requested that Harden obtain a list of 
items to be sold from the DPW garage. Utility Bill Special Assessments
MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED; to add the Utility 
Bills to the 2017 Taxes Roll as presented. AYES: Harden, Howlett, Cattell, Valdez-
Weaks, Mullins, Hollenbeck NAYS: None ABSENT: DuWig MOTION PASSED 
Chamber of Commerce Events – 5k, Days in the Village MOTION by Harden 
SUPPORTED by Mullins, APPROVED; the 2018 Chamber of Commerce Events:
Days in the Village: June 15-16, 2018; Festival of Lights: November 24, 2018; 
Positively Chiropractic 5K Run: June 16, 2018 Motion carried with unanimous ayes.
    UNFINISHED BUSINESS Blight Cattell updated the Council on the ongoing 
Blight Enforcement MOTION PASSED
    See Village on page 21.



From the superintendent’s desk

    by Karl Heidrich
    What bond funds remain after the renovations, additions, and 
upgrades from construction projects during the 2016-2017 school 
year?
    In the original bond application we set aside a reserve to demolish 
the former middle school. Since the building has been sold, we 

are now able to use the reserve for additional projects. Our intention is to work toward energy 
efficiencies across our district. One project will include upgrading to energy efficient LED lighting 
at both Smith and Heritage. The second project will include upgrading windows and doors at the 
original section of the senior high building. We will be scheduling both of these projects for the 
end of summer and expect completion before the 2018-2019 school year begins.
    We continue to have a reserve for technology purchasing. Our district has created a five-year 
technology cycle plan. Technology continues to be a priority to equip our school district with the 
latest educational technology and infrastructure. Further, it also is a priority to continue with 1:1 
technology for all students PK-12. Additionally, we have remaining bond funds for additional bus 
purchasing. We will continue to purchase additional buses at the conclusion of this school year 
and during the 2018-2019 school year.
    Finally, we are also considering a small maintenance/storage addition attached to the back of 
the Junior/Senior High. 
    Completing and finishing all of these projects will wind down the Series 1 bond funding for 
Stockbridge Community Schools. After spending down all of Series 1 bond funds, the district 
can open up funding from Series 2 in the year 2020-2021 school year. Series 2 is a total of 
$990,000 which is reserved for continuing our technology purchasing cycle and for additional 
bus purchasing. The entire school bond program will conclude once Series 2 funds have been 
exhausted.
    Again, we appreciate the school district community for your continued support of our schools.
    Karl Heidrich has been an administrator for Stockbridge Community Schools since 1999 and has been the 
Superintendent of Schools since 2013.
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School Bond Update: Funds remaining and 
plans for their usage

The 15th annual Festival of Tables, sponsored by the 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation, was successful 
again this year due to support from our community. They 

would like to especially thank the following individuals 
and businesses who contributed auction items and services.

This year the festival raised over $24,000, which will be reinvested in the community through educational grants and 
scholarships. The Foundation expresses sincere thanks to the community for their generous support and participation.

Abbott & Fillmore Agency
Ace Hardware of Stockbridge
Adiska Family Dental
Alex Weddon
Andrew St. Dennis, Posthumously
Anmarie Nowak
Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra
Arctic Coliseum
Barry Bagels, Ann Arbor
Belfrost Construction
Big Boy, Chelsea
Big Chuck’s Pizza
Binder Park Zoo
Bob Evans
Bonnie Loso
Bramlett Hardware & Heating
Brian Frazzini
Camilla Fritts
Carney’s Complete Auto Service
Carol Hatch
Carquest

2018
Carrie Graham
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home
Chelsea Lumber
Chelsea Milling Company
Cheryl Walsh
Chuck & Nancy Wisman
C & J Family Pizzeria
Clear Creek Farms
Colleen Redfield
Comfort Inn, Okemos
Connie Risner
Country Petals Floral & Gifts
Crystal Mountain
Darwin Stained Glass
Dawne Batdorff Salow
Dean Transportation
Debbie Treiber
Detroit Red Wings
Digitalcrumbs Photography
Don Brodowicz
Donna Day
Duane Bordine, Bordine Farms
Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

EduStaff
Elizabeth and Jerry Cyr
Farmers State Bank
Farm Ventures, Inc.
Finley’s American Grill, Lansing
Focus On U
Fraleighs Landscape Nursery
Frank and Normi Spadafore
Gee Farms Nursery
George and Jan Kitley
Glenn Farm Seeds
Grand Hotel Mackinac Island
Granger
Grass Lake Chevrolet
Hankerd Hills Golf Course
Heritage Staff Members
Smith Staff Members
H & R Block
James R. Clark
Jim Fuerstenau, Farm Bureau Ins.
John and Nancy Ocwieja
Jo Mayer
Judy Williams

Kate Schumacher
Kathleen Mullins
Keith Hoglund
LaFontaine Chevrolet, Dexter
La Jolla Fine Jewelry
Lance Chapman
Lansing Lugnuts
Lansing Sanitary Supply, Inc.
Larry’s RV Center
Laura Brown
Laura O’Brien Sweets & Treats
Lynn Lekander, CD Okemos LLC
Lyn St. Dennis
Marc Rafferty
McDonald’s, Stockbridge
Meijer, Store #30
Merlin’s Apprentice Jewelry
Michael and Jessica Sweet
Michigan International Speedway
Mike Millar
Morrow Roofing, Inc.
Mrs. Nichols’ 4th Grade Class
Munith Mane Event

My Body Shop Inc., Stockbridge
Olive Garden, Jackson
Outback Steakhouse, Jackson
Positively Wellness
Quality 16 Theater, Ann Arbor
Ransom & Salow Brothers Farm
Red Lobster, Jackson
Reed Barbering
Rick Eder, Farm Bureau Ins.
Rob’s Pizza
Ron and Patty Kyslinger
Seva Restaurant
Sharon Bordine
Signal Computer Systems
Simply You Salon & Spa
SSBBank
Stockbridge Area Chamber of Com.
Stockbridge Area Emerg. Serv. Auth.
Stockbridge Athletic Department
Stockbridge Auto Care
Stockbridge Board of Education
Stockbridge Bowl
Stockbridge Community Education

Stockbridge Community News
Stockbridge Community Schools
Stockbridge Pharmacy
Stockbridge Shell
Stockbridge Wellness Center
Sue Collier
The Common Grill
The Earle, Ann Arbor
The Henry Ford
The Purple Rose
The Snider Family
Titan’s Trash
Tulip Tree Gardens
Unadilla Store
Unadilla Township Fire Department
Village Barber Shop
Walt Disney World Resort
Waterloo Area Historical Society
Watters and Sons
Wes Perry
White Oak Dental
Wild Sanitation

Senior Portfolio: A time to reflect 
    by Cindy Lance
    What have been the significant 
learning experiences of the last 
four years, and how will they 
impact your future? Answering 
this question would give any 
of us pause, and as another 
school year draws to a close, 
many Stockbridge High School 
seniors are busy preparing final 
presentations on this topic. Senior 
Portfolios, which the English 
department created in Spring 
2000, serve as the final exam for 
the Senior English and Advance 
Placement (AP) language 
classes. Because most students 

L-R: Darrick Kraatz, teacher Elizabeth 
Cyr, and Hailey Fisher work on 
Senior Portfolio presentations. The 
question to address: What have been 
the significant learning experiences 
of the last four years, and how will 
they impact your future? Photo credit 
Hannah Glair
take one or the other class, Senior Portfolios have become a de facto 
graduation requirement. 
    Alaina Feliks currently oversees the Senior Portfolio process and 
shared her insights into the structure and benefits of this rigorous rite of 
passage. 
    “Students write and discuss learning experiences, and work to see 
the thread that runs through them which will be the theme of their 
presentation,” she said. “Then, they prepare a speech that they can give 
from notes that answers that prompt, with a digital portfolio of artifacts 
that supports their reflection.  In class and out, we spend hours talking 
about themes and learning experiences and practicing presentations to 
refine speech skills.”
    In the final step, each student presents to a panel of interested adults, 
consisting of pre-K through 12 teachers, administrators, school board 
and community members, and parents. 
    See Porfolio on page 9. 
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Rural 
perspectives
    Photos and column by Rose Collison

    Wonder if winter will ever leave? 

Can’t seem to find Spring? Glimpses 

of the season of rebirth appear a day 

 

Let your local 
independent 

agent shop for 
you, and find 
the coverage 

you need. 

LIFE  •  HOME  •  CAR  •  BUSINESS 

Abbott & Fillmore 
Agency, Inc. 

517-851-7777 
www.InsuranceMichigan.com 

Accepting

New

Patients

Because Everyone Deserves
a Beautiful Smile

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Our Stockbridge location:
 100 West Main Street

  517-851-8008

here and there, then disappear. Robins have returned, as 

have bluebirds, all looking for nesting spots.But even these 

musical new residents must be wondering if perhaps they 

came back to soon.

    Spring showed up for a couple days, only to give way 

to sleet, ice and cold northern winds. Old Father Time is 

bound to keep her here eventually.

Buds and fall remnants cling to tree limbs.

Ugh, just when we thought winter was over.

Tulips emerge, determined to bloom soon.

A bluebird checks out a nesting box. Will this 
one do?

A robin searches for worms.
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HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED
Phone: 517-851-7500 | Fax: 517-851-7917

17154 M-106, Stockbridge
Hours

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5
Saturday 9-3

Closed Tue & Thur
Gary  517-861-6029 | Ben  517-861-6027 | Sam  517-861-9203

 

      For more
     information,
  call Suzi at
517-851-7437.

Opening Day at the Market
            Friday, May 4 ~ 4 pm to 7 pm
   Market Music ~ 5:30 pm to 7 pm

            Stockbridge Community
             Garage Sale ~ May 18 

           “Sponsor of the Month”
Frontier Communications 

Featuring Jack Falk & Paul Crandall 

Orthopedic physician 
launches new practice

    William R. Lee, MD, has always had 
an interest in how walking affects the 
health of the body. And that interest, 
which began in his early years of 
college, became the motivation 
behind his new medical practice. 
This practice, named the Mindful 
Orthopedic Institute, offers people a 
non-surgical treatment option for many 
different orthopedic problems.
    At the Mindful Orthopedic Institute, 
Dr. Lee teaches his patients how 
to walk to maximize their body’s 
natural ability to heal problems and 
to maintain health. He uses his non-
surgical method to treat a variety of 
orthopedic conditions, including:
    ● Joint pain
    ● Arthritis
    ● Muscle weakness
    ● Joint instability
    ● Imbalance with fear of falling
    ● Overuse injuries 

William Lee’s Mindful 
Orthopedic Institute offers 
patients a non-surgical 
treatment option for 
many different orthopedic 
problems. Photo credit 
SRSLY Stockbridge

Portfolio from page 7
    The panel evaluates presenters based on a rubric that 
prioritizes the students’ reflections and scores elements of speech 
organization, speech skills and the digital portfolio itself. 
Each year, two sessions for Senior Portfolio presentations occur. 
“Staff who participate as panelists often describe how powerful 
it is to see our students’ growth and the maturity with which 
students can discuss their education,” Feliks said. 
    “As teachers, we often don’t see the results of the hard work 
we put into our students, and Senior Portfolio allows us a window 
into how we help shape amazing young people in our district.” 
    The benefits to the students are numerous. Aside from the 
knee-quaking experience of public speaking in a high stakes 
situation, they practice communicating in a digital format with their 
portfolio and organizing ideas around a theme. 
    “The single most important aspect of Senior Portfolio,” Feliks 
said, “is the process of reflection that students engage in as they 
prepare for the speech. Many students have not significantly 
reflected on their education, lives and future before this moment, 
and engaging in this process often helps students realize 
important insights about their lives that will help them with their 
futures.”

    Tori Shepherd, class of 2018, had this to say about the Senior Portfolio Process. “I went into 
Senior English thinking that the Senior Portfolio was a project that would teach me nothing. After 
standing up in front of the panel, I realized that what you learn from Senior Portfolio cannot be 
measured on paper, but is something that can only be measured in experience.”
    Readers who know seniors going into the May 22 session of Senior Portfolio presentations will 
want to wish them luck. 

Back Street Bar and Family 
Restaurant celebrates 1st 
anniversary with open house

In celebration of its first anniversary under new management, Back Street Bar and Family 
Restaurant hosted a guest appreciation open house, Sunday, April 8. Pictured above L-R: Jo 
Mayer, Molly Howlett, Suzi Greenway, Jackie Scheller, one-year-old Bennett Scheller, Amanda 
Scheller and DJ Scheller. Photo credit Patrice Johnson

    by Patrice Johnson
    In celebration of its first anniversary under new management, Back Street Bar 
and Family Restaurant hosted a guest appreciation open house, Sunday, April 8.
    In inviting friends and supporters, owner Jackie Scheller wrote, “Your help and 
support over the past year and during set up is appreciated. I could not have done 
it without you, and this is one way for us to say thank you.”
    Guests joined with Scheller family members to enjoy cake and beverages.

Scheller family members 

welcomed guests 

with smiles, cake and 

beverages. Pictured above 

are the Schellers, Jackie, 

one-year-old Bennett, 

Amanda and DJ. Photo 

credit Patrice Johnson
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Student of the Month for May

Stockbridge Community News is 
grateful to SRSLY for sponsoring 

‘Student of the Month’

Coco Cesarz takes the lead

WI

LD SANITATION

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE
517- 851-7695

www.wildsanitation.com

Jeff Caskey Brad Caskey

P.O. Box 188
Stockbridge, MI  49285

Coco Cesarz

    by Cindy Lance
    Although only in sixth grade, Coco Cesarz is taking 
the lead in a project that would make her school a 
better place, protect the environment and improve the 
health of her classmates.
    Cesarz is trying to bring a refillable water bottle 
station to Heritage Elementary.
Her work on the project was recognized by Principal 
Sarah Bentley, who nominated Cesarz as SCN 
Student of the Month.
    On April 19, Cesarz made a presentation to the 
Stockbridge Wellness Coalition, and applied to the 
Stockbridge Area Educational Foundation as sources 

of funding.
    Cesarz’s been working on the plan with her mentor and teacher, Mrs. Lori Zemke, 
who she says “inspires me to work hard and to keep in mind the goal.”
    Matt Pegouskie, of the Stockbridge Wellness Coalition, expressed enthusiasm 
at the water bottle station idea, saying, “This is a great time to come to the coalition 
with intervention ideas.”
    Pegouskie added, “This might be the first time we’ve had a student come forward 
to the coalition with a health and wellness idea. I hope it starts a trend.”
    In addition to her efforts to have a positive impact on the community and 
environment, Cesarz just wrapped up her first season of Red Cedar volleyball. She’s 
also been asked to join the YES program in SRSLY.
    The straight-A student’s favorite subjects are mathematics and choir, and she 

    Want to advertise? 
        • Print: 15 words (or one half-inch by two inches) $35 
(published monthly, 1st of the month)
        • Online: $30 per posting, includes website and 
Facebook posting
    To place a classified advertisement or 
discuss possibilities, please email your ad to 
StockbridgeCommunityNews@gmail.com or phone Nancy 
at 517-851-8087. Send payment to SCN, P.O. Box 83, 
Gregory, MI 48137

Caregiver Needed: 
for weekend shift 2 
to 9pm.  Good pay. 
Sacred Heart AFC in 
Gregory, 734-498-2601.

Quality lawncare at 
affordable prices.
Fast,reliable, licensed 
Insured. Free quotes 
JR3 Services, 
734-216-4738.

Established
— 1997 —

(517) 745-6350                   Todd Schray
pathwaylandscape@gmail.com

See us at www.pathwaylandscape.biz

Pathway Landscape
Consultation & Design Services

Horticultural Services

Emily Stewart and Harvey Morrell 
look on as Coco Cesarz presents her 
proposal for a refillable water bottle 
station to Heritage Elementary to the 
Stockbridge Wellness Coalition. Photo 
credit Lori Zemke

hopes to be an educator one day.
    She has attended Stockbridge Community 
Schools since kindergarten and lives with her 
parents, Joseph and Erica, and her younger 
brother, Ignatius.
    “My mom helps me to strive to be my best self,” 
she said.
    This bright and determined young woman said 
her friends would describe her as “kind, funny, 
smart, sarcastic, and ambitious.”
    In the middle of studying, making presentations 
and planning her projects, Cesarz keeps in mind 
her favorite saying: “Stay calm and be awesome.”
    Each month Stockbridge Community School teachers and 
administrators nominate one outstanding student within the district 
for recognition as “Student of the Month.” Stockbridge Community News wishes to express appreciation to 
SRSLY for sponsoring this column.
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Deep roots. We didn’t start learning 
to drive a tractor at 10 years old. Or 
rise to the challenge of running the 
family farm. But we do help power 
the machinery that will empower 
generations of farmers to come. 
When the energy you invest in 
farming meets the energy we fuel it 
with, sustaining a nation happens.

Future of Sackrider Hill cross in debate

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service April 1, led by 
Grass Lake Ministerial Association and the Rev. 
Melvin Parker. Photo credit Grassroots Jackson

Photo credit Grassroots 
Jackson member Jake Brown

    by Tina Cole-Mullins
    On a hill not so far away, stands an old rugged cross — 
in the Waterloo State Recreation Area near Grass Lake, 
Mich. For nearly 70 years at the top of Sackrider Hill, the 
white cross has stood stately upon state land, overlooking 
those who pass below on Interstate 94, barely visible even 
to a knowing eye. 
     Now some have filed complaints that the long-
standing cross is a violation of separation of church and 
state, according to an unnamed lifelong resident and the 
Michigan Association of Civil Rights Activists (MACRA).
     Mitch Kahle, co-founder of MACRA, in a March 10 
letter to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
claimed it is unconstitutional to have a religious symbol 
in the Waterloo State Recreation Area. The state DNR is 
reviewing the claim and will be in touch with Kahle upon 
completion of the review.
     “MACRA has demanded the DNR remove the cross 
from Sackrider Hill, located in the state’s Waterloo 
Recreation Area, on grounds that the cross violates both 

the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment and Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution of the state of 
Michigan,” Kahle said.
    Kahle said the U.S. Supreme Court denied an appeal April 2 in a similar case, in which a previous ruling 
deemed a pole could not be turned into a cross on public land in Grand Haven, Mich.
    Long history
    Sackrider Hill is named for the Sackrider family, who settled in the area in the mid-1840s. About a century 
later, it became a traditional gathering place of celebration for the sunrise Easter service of surrounding United 
Methodist communities. The location was selected because it was the perfect midway point to preach to the 
congregations.
      The Easter service of 1938 brought a special guest speaker, the Rev. George Bennard, author of the hymn 
“The Old Rugged Cross.”
       In these early years, a cross was carried up the hill on Good Friday and removed after the Sunday service. 
But by 1950, a permanent cross was erected, according to a recent report in the Jackson Citizen Patriot. 
    Some see the cross as a memorial to Carailyn Waldron, a 16-year-old senior at Jackson High School. 
According to the Jackson Citizen Patriot report, she was killed in September 1958 on Labor Day weekend at 
Sackrider Hill by her ex-boyfriend, John Hixon. Many since have connected the cross with the gruesome murder, 
bringing with it the name “Murder Mountain.”
    This year, the Easter sunrise service went on as always, and according to those in attendance, 90 to 100 
worshippers made the pre-dawn trek up the snow-covered trail.

    More than a symbol
    What does the cross mean to the community? 
    For many near and far, the cross is more than a religious symbol. 
It holds childhood memories of sledding place, or a lovers’ lane for 
others. The carved-out ruts that scar the terrain are a reminder of all the 
dirt bikers who climbed to the top. It’s still a popular scenic hiking and 
picnicking spot, as the cross and observance deck are on the second-
highest point in Jackson County.
    Saving the cross
    In response to the MACRA letter and demand, Grassroots Jackson, 
a volunteer-based organization, launched a campaign and started a 
petition  to “Save the Jackson Cross.” 
    “Our goal is to give a voice to the thousands of people who support 
the cross, in stark comparison to the one unnamed individual who wants 
it removed,” said Billie Dawson of Grassroots Jackson.  
    Group organizers say they have collected more than 3,000 signatures 
and  “they are amazed by the (number of) signatures that are continuing 
to come in.”
     “The display of the cross has 
already been challenged and 
resolved in April 1992,” Dawson 
said. “A permanent-use permit was 
granted to the Grass Lake Ministerial 
Association by the DNR for the 
placement and maintenance of the 
cross on Sackrider Hill for as long as 
the association was in existence.”
    Grassroots Jackson plans to send 
results of the “Save The Cross” 
petition, along with letters, to the DNR 
and other state officials and leaders.
    “We are not encouraging individual 
letters at this time. We are a group 
of volunteers who share information 
aligned with our mission to educate, 
encourage, and engage Jackson 
County,” Dawson said.
    The “Save The Cross” petition can 
be found at www.savejacksoncross.com.
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Tulip Tree Gardens, Inc.
15202 Roepke Rd., Gregory

734-489-2260   Visit us on Facebook at Tulip Tree Gardens, Inc.

Buy a hanging basket before Mother’s 
Day and receive a FREE perennial 
with each basket (select varieties).

Container Classes 
May 9 and May 15 ~ 6:30 pm to 8 pm

To register, call Stockbridge 
Community Ed. at 517-851-8222.

A look back in time
    by Diane Rockall
    On May 3, 1888, the Stockbridge Sun featured the 
Decoration Day custom of placing flowers on the graves of 
veterans and discussions of sacrifice. Also in May,  Sarah 
M. Goodwin died and her funeral was held in the Baptist 
Church. Articles on Waterloo, Parkers’ Corners and Gregory  
also were featured. Selected ads were placed by George 
Glazier and Son Commercial Bank, goods from Yocum and 
Co.,  and many others. The October fair planned by the 

Agricultural Society received more publicity.
    In 1908,  the Stockbridge Brief-Sun held many front page ads. They included: 
Siler and Richmond, Sayles Surprise Store, B.E. Brown — Real Estate, Marshall’s 
Elevator, and  W.J. Dancer (carpets, linoleum, lace curtains). The world and 
national news for 1908 included Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary 
celebrating his Golden Jubilee. Mother’s Day was celebrated for the first time and 
the first airplane passenger flight occurred. The song “Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game” was registered for copyright. “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” premiered in Chicago 
and was the first horror movie.
    In Stockbridge, plans for a local baseball doubleheader were announced. The 
first game was to be Stockbridge High School against Williamston High School, 
while the second was between Stockbridge and the Iosco First Nines. Local 
community news came from Williamsville, Bunkerhill, Fulmer’s Corners, and 
Meadsville to mention only a few. The columns held informative pieces on who had 
visitors and who traveled to see others, birthdays and special events.
    In 1948, the Brief Sun no longer placed advertisements on Page 1, but some of 
those advertising were: Powell’s Greenhouse, McEwings Home and Auto Supply, 
Nu-Bid Store, Shortway Lines, Wilbur E. Tisch — real estate, C.W. Glenn Buick, 
Dancer’s, C.G. Lantis and Sons.  O.E.S. held a card and tea party Style Show 
sponsored by Lee’s Dress Shop and Dancer’s store. The mother and daughter 
night was well attended. Naturally,  special events were planned to honor veterans 
and celebrate May 30. On the national and world front, Eddie Arcaro won the 
Kentucky Derby on Citation. North Korea proclaimed itself the Democratic Republic 
of Korea. Tennessee Williams was awarded the Pulitzer Prize. “CBS Evening 
News” was first broadcast on May 3, and it would become the longest running 
network news show in the United States. Israel declared its independence and 
most Arab nations declared war on the new independent state the next day. Joe 
DiMaggio hit for the cycle (single, double, triple, homer) on May 21, and on May 23, 
he had three consecutive home runs. On the May 25, San Francisco had its first 
telecast. Buffalo, N.Y.,  had its first telecast on May 14.
    Moving ahead 45 years to 1993, the Town Crier was reporting that the village 
and SDA had been awarded a $574,000 development grant. 
Township officials got salary increases. The supervisor’s salary 
was increased from $8,500 to $9,300, while the clerk and treasurer 
salaries went from $7,200 to $7,800. Trustees received $50 per 
meeting, up from $45. Ads in 1993 included Fowlerville Family 
Eye Care, Suds and Snax, Kim and Company, Napa Auto Care, 
Farmers’ State Bank, Collins Electric, Panther Hardware, Stockbridge 
Pharmacy and Tom’s Market. Local students were preparing for the 
quiz bowl. Lawrence A. Lindemer was named to head the National 
Automobile Association of America. Brian Glynn was named 
valedictorian and Melissa Collins was salutatorian for their graduating 
class. Mandy Mitteer broke two school records and led the track and 
field team to a close fourth-place finish in the 14-school invitational 
event.
    Diane Rockall and her husband moved to Stockbridge 20-plus years ago from Northville, 
where they were active in the Northville Historical Society among other organizations.

Volunteers spring clean 
Beckwith Preserve
    by Patrice Johnson
    From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 22, about a dozen 
volunteers gathered at Beckwith Preserve in Stockbridge for a 
spring cleaning work day.
    Garbed in leather work gloves and eager to dive into the 
workday, Dana Wright and David Lindemer slid a water jug onto 
a truck’s tailgate and made sure everyone knew to keep hydrated 
with fresh water.
    Some helpers heaved pitchforks and shovels full of mulch into 
wheelbarrows, while other helping hands hauled and dumped 
mulch along freshly cleared trails.
    Autumn Olive, multiflora rose, and buckthorn were no match for 
Kelly Schmidt and his chain saw. All concurred that Schmidt was 
“in charge.”
    By one o’clock, fresh mulch lined boarded walkways and 
volunteers savored the fruits of their labors, taking leisurely strolls 
in dappled sunlight.

Left: Garbed in leather 
work gloves and 
eager to dive into the 
workday, Dana Wright 
and David Lindemer 
dropped a truck’s 
tailgate and made sure 
everyone knew to keep 
hydrated with fresh 
water. Photo credit 
Jo Mayer

Right: Sue 
Lindemer and 
Bob Cole heave 
pitchforks and 
shovels full of 
mulch into a 
wheelbarrow. 
A lawnmower 
stands at the 
ready. Photo 
credit Dana Wright
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Look Twice. 
Save a Life.
    by Chief Johnnie Torres Jr.    
    Spring has finally arrived, 
and that means all of us who 
drive will once again have 
to share the roadways with 

motorcycle enthusiasts. I am one of those riders who 
has been itching to get back out on two wheels and 
feel the exhilaration of cruising the open road. But I 
am always extra cautious at the beginning of the riding 
season due to the not-yet repaired Michigan roads and 
drivers not yet used to seeing motorcycles. This can 
be deadly for riders.
    According to the 2017 National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) report, there were 
5,286 motorcycle fatalities in 2016. That is a 5 percent 
increase in fatalities since 2008. Bad Michigan roads 
and other motorists are not fully to blame. According 
to another NHTSA statistic, in 2014 43 percent of 
motorcycle riders killed in single-vehicle crashes were 
alcohol impaired. Riding sober is crucial to arriving 
home safely after a great day of riding. 
    Also, as a friendly reminder, Michigan law changed 
in 2017 for motorcycle riders and now requires that 
a person have a cycle endorsement or risk being 
charged with a 90-day misdemeanor rather than a 
civil infraction citation as in previous years. And for 
you very young riders between 18 and 20 years old, 
Michigan law further requires you to wear an approved 
crash helmet unless you are:
    1. At least 21 years old
    2. Have at least $20,000 in first-party medical 
benefits insurance in effect, and
    3. Held a motorcycle endorsement for at least 2 
years, or passed an approved motorcycle safety 
course. MCL 257.658(5).
    Motorcycle enthusiasts in Stockbridge are very 
fortunate to have not one, but two, motorcycle events 
right here on the beautiful and historic Township 
Square. The first is the “All Bikes Ride” on May 6th 
starting at 10 a.m. The second one is “All Clubs Day” 
in September. 
    So riders, dust off those two-wheeled iron horses, 
give it a safety inspection, shine it up, and get out 
there and enjoy one of life’s pleasures. Fellow 
motorists, please be aware that we will be sharing the 
road with you and please LOOK TWICE SAVE A LIFE. 
    Be vigilant, be safe
    Chief Torres 
    Chief Torres, a native of Flint, joined the Stockbridge Police 
Department in 2009 and became its chief in 2011. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Michigan-Flint, is married and has two 
adult children. 

Stockbridge Wellness Center
Join today and become a member!

5116 S. M-106, Stockbridge │ 517 851-4486 │ stockbridgewellness.org 

    It is expected that SSB customers will enjoy new and improved services after 
the merger, such as improved online and mobile banking, expanded mortgage 
options, a great construction loan program, and many more. Mr. Jewell also 
noted “like SSB, Eaton Federal offers personal, hometown service and decision-
making. We are very community focused and will continue and likely expand upon 
SSB’s activities in its communities. We are a mutual association, meaning we are 
owned by our customers. We exist solely for the benefit of our customers and 
communities.”

Merger from page 3

Sculptor Mike Jones visits the Stockbridge Library
    by Jo Mayer
    The Stockbridge Library’s weekly 
Wednesday Coffee Chat treated 
participants to something special April 
18 with a visit from local sculptor Mike 
Jones, whose work is on display in 
the back section of the library during 
the month of April. 
    Mike shared with an audience of a 
dozen community members how he 
goes about creating the types of art 
on display and gave a little history on 
his progression as an artist. 
    From his studio in mid-Michigan, 
Mike produces figurative sculptures, 
commissioned portraits, and 
monuments cast in either bronze 
(by the Pappas Art Foundry) or 

polyurethane (painted to look like bronze). Mike also creates corporate and site-specific work. For 
example, his work, “Available to All” was commissioned by the Friends of the Stockbridge Branch 
Library some years ago specifically for installation in front of the Stockbridge Library. 
    For more information about Mike’s work, check out his website at http://mjonessculpt.com.

Sculptor Mike Jones and librarian Paul Crandall share a quiet 
moment before Jones begins his discussion with a dozen local 
residents. Photo credit Jo Mayer

   When Chuck Wisman and Patrice Johnson 
interviewed Hope Salyer in July 2016, the plan 
was to create a website and, perhaps, print 
an occasional newsletter. Stockbridge Area 
Educational Foundation seed-funded the project 
through the Charlotte & Robert Camp Memorial 
Endowment, and Salyer came on as a paid, part-
time, college-credit intern. 
   On April 21—21 months after the inception of 
Stockbridge Community News—Salyer graduated 
from EMU with a public relations degree, and 
SCN has grown to a self-sufficient public service, 
publishing online news and information and a 
monthly, 24-page newspaper.

     Congratulations and best wishes 
to Hope Salyer as she graduates 
from Eastern Michigan University

CONGRATS, HOPE!

Hope Salyer following 
graduation from Eastern 
Michigan University. Photo 
credit Tammy Salyer

   Now, Salyer is about to expand her responsibilities with SCN, and if past 
is prelude, she will do well. While at EMU, this daughter of Tammy and John 
Salyer served as CFO of Public Relations Student Society of America. She 
maintained a 3.9 GPA and made the Dean’s List all four years. Each of two 
years, Salyer helped Union 4 Life raise $20,000 in contributions for breast 
cancer research at UM. 
   The board of SCN extends a hearty congratulations to our own Hope Salyer.
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STOCKBRIDGE Schools

We offer many products...
 give us a call or stop by.

517-851-7500
17154 M-106, Stockbridge

HICKORY RIDGE FARM & FEED

Mon/Wed/Fri  9-5 • Saturday 9-3 • Closed Tue & Thur

Stockbridge Community News gratefully expresses appreciation to Hickory Ridge Farm and Feed for sponsoring this page.

Stockbridge girls junior varsity soccer beats 
Dansville 2-1

Stockbridge girls varsity soccer 
beats Cheryl Stockwell Academy 
6-1
    by Bruce Wm. Brown
    The Stockbridge girls varsity soccer team marked 
its third home season win on April 10 with a 6-1 victory 
over the Stockwell Sentinels. Running against the 
freezing wind, four Panthers showed hot shooting to 
find the Sentinels net including Faith Whitt, Brittany 
Freiermuth, Rachel Frazzini, and Sylvia Whitt. 
    Megan Catron powered the Panther offense from 
midfield with three well-placed scoring assists. The 
Stockbridge defense continued its protection of the 
goalkeeper against the Sentinels.  
    A solid wall of turns, steals, and clears stifled the 
Sentinel offense on the strong play of Maria Risner, 
Payton Killinger, Bailey Heidrich and Paige Brown. 
Goalkeeper, Betheny Plennert, gathered five saves 
during the match to hold the Sentinels to a single 
score. 
    The win positions the Stockbridge Lady Panthers 
well with a positive season start of three wins.

    by Bruce Wm. Brown
    The Stockbridge girls junior varsity soccer team tallied a big “W” at home April 
10 with a victory over Dansville. The Aggies pressured the Panthers early and 
persistently throughout the match, but Stockbridge scored first. 
    Evelyn Ortiz-Martinez was a force on the field against Dansville. Ortiz-Martinez 
put the Panthers ahead early with a perfectly placed penalty shot arching the ball 
just over the fingers of the Aggie’s goalkeeper to crash the back of the net.  
    Raven Cruse completed three saves as the Panther goalkeeper in the first half 
of play. Gracie Allen made three strong shots on goal to keep the Aggies’ keeper on 
guard. Early in the second half, Raven Cruse caught the corner of the Aggies’ net 
on a 30-yard midfield shot to put the Panthers up by two. 
    Dansville was unsubdued and mounted a vigorous offensive effort to regain the 
match. They scored once but were then shut down by the defensive play of Haylee 
Howard, Haylie Steinkraus and Gracie Allen. Taylor Crockett marked three second 
half keeper saves, and the match ended 2-1 in favor of the Panthers.

Girls varsity softball beats Webberville 14 – 7
    by Darren Hejnal
    Stockbridge Panthers took the lead in with a big third inning and then went on 
to a 14-7 victory over Webberville on April 19. The game was tied at seven with 
Stockbridge Panthers Varsity batting in the bottom of the third when they erupted 
for seven runs.
    Stockbridge earned the victory despite allowing Webberville to score five runs in 
the first inning. Webberville’s big inning was driven by singles, and three errors on a 
ball put in play.
    Webberville got on the board in the first inning. An error scored one run for 
Webberville.
    In the bottom of the second inning, Stockbridge Panthers Varsity tied things up at 
seven. Hannah Lockhart drove in one when she doubled.
    Emily Breslin earned the victory on the pitcher’s mound for Stockbridge Panthers 
Varsity. She surrendered zero runs on one hit over two innings, striking out six and 
walking zero.
    Hannah Gutting started the game for Stockbridge Panthers Varsity. She allowed 
seven hits and seven runs over two innings, striking out two.
    Stockbridge Panthers Varsity totaled ten hits. Lena Jackson, Taylor Carey, and 
Paige Wooden each racked up two hits for Stockbridge.
    The win raises their record to 6-0.

Girls varsity softball beats 
Vandercook Lake HS/MS 8 – 3
    by Darren Hejnal
    Stockbridge snatched the lead late in the game in 
an 8-3 victory over Vandercook Lake on Friday. The 
game was tied at two with the Panthers batting in the 
bottom of the fifth when Paige Wooden singled on a 
2-1 count, scoring one run.
    In the bottom of the third inning, Stockbridge 
Panthers Varsity tied things up at two when Katelyn 
Knieper doubled on a 2-1 count, scoring two runs.
    Breslin led the Panthers to victory on the pitcher’s 
mound. She went seven innings, allowing three runs 
on nine hits, striking out 12 and walking one.
    Stockbridge Panthers Varsity collected 11 hits 
on the day. Lena Jackson, Taylor Carey, Wooden, 
and Knieper each had multiple hits for Stockbridge 
Panthers Varsity. Jackson led Stockbridge Panthers 
Varsity with three hits in three at bats.
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Stockbridge Community Schools Top Ten Seniors see Seniors on page 21

Ayleana Kristine Crabtree - 
Valedictorian

Kayla Drew - Valedictorian Madison Howard - Valedictorian Erin Keiser - Valedictorian

Kaylee Samulak - Valedictorian Faith Danielle Whitt - Valedictorian Logan Long - Salutatorian Jillian Cadieux - Top ten GPA
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Farewell and Godspeed to John and Nancy Ocwieja

John and Nancy Ocwieja have made significant, 
positive contributions to their community, and their 
legacy will continue long after their impending move 
to Colorado to be near their grandchildren.

    by Roberta Ludtke
    Forty years ago, a young couple graduated 
from MSU and made their home in Stockbridge. 
Since then, John and Nancy Ocwieja have 
made significant, positive contributions to their 
community, and their legacy will continue long 
after their impending move to Colorado to be near 
their grandchildren.
    While Nancy taught elementary school in 
Stockbridge and John worked as an administrator 
in the prison system, they raised their three 
daughters, Regina, Sarah, and Karen. 
    The friendships John and Nancy made will 
last, as will their mark in making this a better 
community. 
To John and Nancy, you two will be sorely missed. 
Below are words of appreciation from a few of the 
many lives you have touched:
    Nancy has served as volunteer and board 

member of Stockbridge Community Outreach for more than a decade and as Board Chair for 
the past two years. Her tenure as Board Chair has been one of constant change and decision 
making; from staff changes, to policy reviews to the ongoing hunt for a new location. Nancy’s 
leadership style is approachable and while she managed to keep the 12-member board on task, 
she always did so in an atmosphere of camaraderie. She has been a vibrant and active force 
within Outreach, and though we wish her and John the best in this next chapter of their lives, 
their absence will certainly be felt here and throughout the community. 
    --Karen Smith, Outreach Program Director
    Some community members sit back and wish their town or city provided certain services.
Then there are those who make it happen. Nancy Ocwieja is one of those people. From the
time she joined the Stockbridge Area Arts Council board, she embraced their mission
of promoting and providing the arts in our community and schools. Nancy has been a vital 
member of the board serving as a liaison with our contributors and helping plan and execute all 
the artistic endeavors and programs. That kind of person is hard to replace. The Stockbridge 
Area Arts Council thanks Nancy for her service to our community. She will be greatly
missed as a member of our board and as a friend. 
    --Vicky Woolcock, member SAAC
    All of members of the Stockbridge Lions take a turn and are involved and connected. But our 
Club will soon feel a huge loss, the impending absence of John and Nancy Ocwieja. 
These two folks have contributed throughout their 20-year-plus membership in the Lions, 
tackling many of our annual good works like the Easter Egg Hunt, high school scholarships, 
White Cane, Day in the Village, All Clubs Day BBQ, Club Christmas Auction (to raise money for 
OutReach Families at Christmas). They have played integral roles in Lions Bingo on Monday 
nights, Lions Club monthly meetings, first Tuesday dinner meetings, and third Tuesday board 
meetings. 
In so many other ways, too numerous to mention, John and Nancy will be greatly missed. We 
shall miss their good humor, caring gestures, positive attitude, commitment to community, and 
the list goes on. It’s what makes bidding them good-bye and good luck feel a little bittersweet. 
So long John and Nancy and THANKS for EVERYTHING! 
    -- Lyn St. Dennis, member Stockbridge Lions
    John Ocwieja was a member of the Stockbridge Board of Education that interviewed me for 
the district superintendent position in 1994. Once I was hired, John was among the first to press 
forward to establish a strategic agenda to meet the district’s immediate and long-range needs.
 In 1995, along with Darwin Snyder, John was a convincing proponent to repair the district’s 
failing roofs. In 1999, John showed strong leadership for positioning the district to consolidate 
and improve our elementary buildings. He was a stalwart in participating in the many public 

meetings necessary to monitor and accomplish both tasks.
    John was a very active School Board member. He stayed 
in touch with staff and district needs and always advocated 
for improvement from an informed position. He was a reliable 
member of the Finance and Policy Committees. I relied on 
John because he had a rare ability to quickly understood 
complex financial issues and would fairly explore all sides of 
policy questions before taking a position. 
    What I liked about John the most was his ability to see 
people and situations clearly. His unique sense of humor 
made many long meetings more endurable. As a School 
Board member John was a very good public servant, always 
capable and selflessly concerned for the best interests of the 
school district without concern for personal recognition. 
    --Bruce Brown, retired Superintendent of Stockbridge 
Community Schools
    We both had the privilege of working with Nancy as an 
elementary teacher. One of her best qualities as a teacher 
was the fact that she cared deeply about her students. She 
worked very hard to meet the needs of each child by using 
a variety of skills that she had developed during her career. 
Nancy was someone that the other teachers looked to as a 
leader in the building. When Heritage Elementary was getting 
ready to open Nancy was chosen to establish the model 
classroom for other teachers to see. Always willing to serve 
on numerous committees to help the elementary program 
improve and meet the new challenges in the education of 
children. Beyond the regular school day she took part and 
gave her time to the PTO activities and projects. Having 
raised her three children in the district, it was really important 
to her to contribute, however she could. 
    After retirement Nancy and husband John continued to 
serve our community volunteering in a number of areas. Just 
an example of the type of people they are. 
    -- Retired principal Don Porter and teacher Bob Roberts, 
Stockbridge Community Schools 
    For many years John and Nancy have been an integral 
part of the Waterloo Farm Museum. John, as a board member 
and our current treasurer, worked with other volunteers to 
organize and assist in the daunting task of updating the 
inventory of the Farm Museum, thereby bringing the Waterloo 
Area Historical Society into the 21st century. 
    Nancy has co-chaired the Garden Committee, along with 
Carol Strahler and several garden clubs that, through back-
breaking hours and hours cleaned and put in new beautiful 
flowers and shrubs. As one of the Museum’s Education 
Program presenters, Nancy, dressed as Mrs. Realy, brought 
her love of teaching to the children who visit the Farm in the 
spring and fall. 
    John and Nancy are always willing to jump in wherever 
there is a need. The above listed accomplishments are just a few 
of the volunteer positions they have held over the years. They 
will be missed by the museum and by all who know them.
    -- Arlene Kaiser, Private Events Coordinator, Waterloo Area 
Historical Society

Grand Opening
You’re Invited!

Kn
ead

ing Something Sweet, LLC

Home of the original
PiennoliAngela Kolezar

313-530-8287
kneadingsomethingsweet.com

989-331-0336
theweatheredloftllc.com

Rustic, Farmhouse, 
Shabby Chic & 

Vintage 
Inspired 

Home Decor 
& More

Sat., May 5th ~ 10 am to 5 pm ~ 104 E. Main Street, Stockbridge

T H E  W E AT H E R E D  L O F T
LLC
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MSRP Starting at

$46,340 
* See sales associate 

for details.

ALL NEW 
2018

Tahoe

www.chelseachevy.com | 734-475-8663 | 2038 McKernan Dr., Chelsea

Double your air/cabin 
filter and/or battery 

rebate when you use your 
GM or BuyPower Card.

* See service advisor for details.

Up to $10
mail in rebate on the

purchase of an 
 ACDelco air and/or 

cabin filter.
* See service advisor for details.

Want to improve your 
fuel economy? 

Mention this ad for
$20 OFF

a fuel system 
service/cleaning.

* See service advisor for details.

Up to $10
mail in rebate on the

purchase of an 
 ACDelco Professional/

Advantage Battery.
* See service advisor for details.

 

Wellness challenge off to smart start

Erin Clifton presents at the kickoff of the 
Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition’s 15-week 
“Bridge to Wellness Challenge,” designed to bring a 
more active and healthy lifestyle to area residents. 

A table of healthy snacks whets attendees’ appetites.

    Article and photos by Harvey Morrell, Bridge to 
Wellness Challenge program director
    On March 3, the Stockbridge Area Wellness 
Coalition launched a 15-week “Bridge to Wellness 
Challenge,” hoping to bring a more active and 
healthy lifestyle to area residents.
    With the support of 5 Healthy Towns Foundation 
and other area businesses and organizations, the 
program was offered free of charge to all residents 
ages 18 or older in the Stockbridge school district.
    The challenge has been an astounding success 
so far, with 109 active participants.
    Through March, participants recorded 18,825,040 
steps, which equals 8,913 miles—more than a 1,000 
miles greater than the distance from Lansing to Hong 
Kong. In addition, the group as a whole lost more 
than 258 pounds.
    “The enthusiasm, excitement and progress is very 
contagious and inspirational,” Morrell said. “It makes 

me very proud to be a member of such a great community.” 
    As part of the program, fitness trackers and food journals help the participants become more 
aware of their lifestyle. Each challenger earns points for step tracking, food journaling and 
participation in challenge-sponsored events. They also earn points for both weight and body fat 
losses. 
    The goal is to surround the participants with 
resources, motivation and education. The program 
provides this through a community of encouraging 
participants, educational speakers and community 
exercise events.
    Track the progress of the challenge and learn of 
upcoming free community events on Facebook 
@bridgetowellnesschallenge.

Gormley and Johnson
LAW OFFICES, PLC

Local Attorneys & Counselors at Law — Committed To Your Goals

John L. Gormley, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law

517.851.7014, Ext. 104

Christopher S. Johnson, Esq.
Attorney & Counselor at Law
517.851.7014, Ext. 106

101 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville │gormleylawoffices.com
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“Where kindness
         and excellence meet”

120 E. Main St., Stockbridge 
517-851-8455pauldobosdds.com

    Included below are names of community residents who have 
recently died and of whom we have been notified. Death notices 
were also listed on Stockbridge Community News website within 
the past month. If you wish to have a death notice included in a 
future edition, please contact Stockbridge Community News. 
    There is no charge for this public service. Full obituaries are also 
available for a fee.

 · George Freymuth - died January 26, 2018 - services April 28, 
2018 - Peoples Church
 · Edward Marshall - died April 5, 2018 - services April 9, 2018 - 
Caskey-Mitchell Funeral Home
 · Jordan M. Keen –  died April 10, 2018 - Mass April 13, 2018 - St. 
Mary Catholic Church 
 · Delores J. Young – died April 14, 2018 - services April 17, 2018 - 
Stockbridge
 · Rickie B. Fletcher - died April 15, 2018 - services April 18, 2018 - 
Family Tabernacle 
 · Muriel (Peg) Stoffer - died April 17, 2018 - services  April 23, 
2018 - Stockbridge

Death Notices

Jim’s Gutter Service

Jim Weiland
Free Estimates ~ Insured

Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Installation or Repairs
Cleaning and Screening

517-851-4673

Community Spotlight
Suzi Greenway puts Open Air Market in gear

    by Agnes Geiger
    It all began with an email back in 2010. Wendy Wood and 
Jo Mayer wanted a farmers market, Suzi Greenway explained. 
Wood had sent Greenway an email saying, “you are going to 
do it.”
    That started the ball rolling. Greenway brought her positive 
attitude, led a small team to start and the Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge was born.
    “I attended a Farmers Market Boot Camp at MSU and 
learned the basics,” Greenway said. “We put together a 
general vendor base, and five of the originals are still with the 
market.” 
    At first, she kept the market small, so it could be easily 
managed.
    “Wade Pregitzer told me at the very beginning, ‘Be careful 
how big you make it. If you get too many vendors, no one will 
make any money and they will leave.’ Because of his wise 

When not working, Greenway will 
most likely be found riding her 
motorcycle. The highlight of her 
life, she said, is being the president 
of the International Norton Owners 
Association for almost 20 years. 
Photo credit Patrice Johnson

words, I have purposely kept the market this size, so that the vendors are happy,” she said.
Molly Howlett, a fan who rarely misses a market, said, “Suzi has created a family with the vendors of 
the Open Market.” 
    Greenway reminisced with a grin. “We moved three times in as many years, which set us back, 
but we are solid on the square, now going into our eighth year.” She said moving to the Township 
Square “made the OAM more noticeable and allowed the market to have room for more vendors, 
events and music.”
    Jo Mayer, board member of the Open Air Market of Stockbridge, credited Greenway for the 
market’s success. “Suzi is absolutely perfect as a market manager,” Mayer said. “She is open to 
new ideas, she’s able to enforce rules and maintain order without angering anyone, and she just 
beams while the market is going on. Suzi is its biggest fan and supporter. We couldn’t do it without 
her.”
    Greenway was quick to thank others, saying, “We are grateful for the assistance we have 
received from Stockbridge Area Wellness Coalition/5 Healthy Towns, Stockbridge Township, 
SAESA, the village of Stockbridge and Stockbridge Downtown Development.” 

    After the initial launch, Greenway returned to market manager classes and 
became a certified market manager in 2013.
    During the past seven years, the Open Air Market of Stockbridge has grown 
into a community event held every Friday from May through October. This year’s 
market opens May 7, and new vendors are Steffey Farm Cheese and Shoreline 
Alaska Salmon.
    “Our vendors also have evolved as we see the needs of our market patrons,” 
Greenway explained.
    On any given Friday during the season, patrons can mingle with friends and 
neighbors and purchase fresh fruits and vegetables, honey and eggs, pretzels, 
breads and baked goods, chocolates and goodies. Other items include baskets, 
wood items, artwork, embroidery, soaps, oil sprays and more.
    “I absolutely believe our increase in patrons in 2017 came from our advertising 
with the Stockbridge Community News in the printed editions and the website 
banner ads,” Greenway said. “What a great addition to our community!”
    Greenway, who grew up in the Birmingham and Waterford, Mich., areas, hadn’t 
planned to become the manager of a farmers market. The Waterford High School 
graduate went to chef school and learned black and white photography. She 
worked as a housekeeper for a local judge for 20 years.
    When not working, Greenway will most likely be found riding her motorcycle. 
The highlight of her life, she said, is being the president of the International Norton 
Owners Association for almost 20 years.
    “It is a British motorcycle that stopped production in 1976 and is a bit of a cult 
classic,” she explained. “I have traveled America and the world riding Nortons and 
promoting the club. My personal Norton is a 1972 Interstate Commando, and I 
have put over 80,000 miles on my beloved.”
    Greenway moved to Stockbridge in 1974 after four years in England. She 
praised both the people and the roads in the area.   
    “As a motorcyclist, we have great roads to ride,” she said, “which is a good 
reason the motorcycle events I host are so successful.” 
    But this busy motorcyclist describes her biggest interest as the welfare of her 
friends, the driving force in her life.
    “They have been there for me throughout life experiences and allowed me to be 
me,” she said. “In return, I hope I have returned the exceptional compliment.”     
    While she has faced several health issues and life-altering events, Greenway 
made “a defined choice to be happy.”
    “It is a decision I make every day even when difficulties or losses happen,” she 
said. “I wake up every day saying I love my life.”
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Lady’s Tea

Sponsored by Gee Farms &
Stockbridge Area Garden Club

Proceeds will be donated to SCN.

Wed ~ May 16 ~ 2 to 3 pm
$30 per person—incl. beverage, sweets 

and teacup succulent garden craft.
Please mail payment by May 9th to SCN

P.O. Box 83, Gregory, MI  48137.
Make checks payable to Gee Farms. Limited

to 30

Editor in Chief Johnson presents at conference touted as one of the three best in the country

Author Patrice Johnson 
presented a workshop on 
transitioning from business 
writing to creative nonfiction. 

    by Judy Williams
    Stockbridge Community News’ own editor in chief, Patrice Johnson, was selected as one of 13 authors to present at the 
prestigious Rally of Writers, held Saturday, April 14 in the Lansing Community College Conference Center.
    Linda Peckham, chairman of the committee that plans the event, recalled the growth of Rally, now in its 31st year. “Our 
local community of writers soon encompassed the state, and then the Midwest,” she said. “We now run with a maximum 
seat count of 200, and a few years ago, we were featured by Writer’s Digest Magazine as one of the three best writing 
conferences in the country.” Peckham said, “I think Rally has such a big draw because of its organization and the caliber of 
the speakers. It is the warmest, best one-day conference in the state.”
    Johnson, author of “The Fall and Rise of Tyler Johnson,” conducted one-hour workshop on “Crossing the Bridge: Moving 
from business writing to creative nonfiction. Learning new tools of the trade.” 
    “It was fun,” she said. “I met a lot of amazing writers.”
    Johnson also participated in Storypalooza, the Rally Warm-Up on Friday, April 13, at Schuler Books in Okemos. Using 
no notes, she and a handful of what the Rally billed its “super storytellers” spoke for 8 to 10 minutes each, addressing the 
theme, “When everything changes.” 
    Rally of Writers is funded in part by Lansing Community College, the MSU Press, the WSU Press, and the Michigan 
Humanities Council, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
    For more information, see arallyofwriters.com.

Staff spotlight: Lissa Avis teaches the joy of reading

Mathematics teacher Lissa Avis has 
had her biggest lesson for her students 
posted on her wall for years: “Don’t wish 
for it; work for it!” She tells them with 
hard work, anything is possible. And she 
believes it. 

    Article and photo by Amy Haggerty
    Lissa Avis once walked the halls and studied in the classrooms of Stockbridge High School as a student. Now, she’s sharing her 
mathematical talents with students as their teacher.
    Her biggest lesson has been posted on her wall for years: “Don’t wish for it; work for it!” She tells them with hard work, anything is 
possible. And she believes it.
    “Avis is an outstanding teacher who focuses every minute into getting the most out of her students,” SHS Principal Jeff Trapp 
said. “She does a great job pushing and motivating our students.” 
    On learning of Avis’ potential selection for SCN’s Staff Spotlight, school board member Cindy Lance wrote, “Last weekend our 
youngest daughter was commenting again about how Mrs. Avis is the best math teacher she has ever encountered and how she 
was instrumental in preparing her for the Computer Engineering field.”  
    The hometown girl grew up on a dairy farm on Brogan Road in Stockbridge. Her parents, Larry and Holly Steffey are fourth 
generation farmers in the area. They purchased the Steffey farm when she was in middle school. She has two siblings, Jakob and 
Amy. 
    Avis spent her summers doing chores on the farm, but her parents always stressed the importance of school, community service 
and athletic participation. Avis was in band, Honor Society, Science Olympiad, Girl Scouts, cross country, volleyball and track at 
Stockbridge High School.
    In 1998, she graduated from Michigan State University with a Bachelor of Science, with a major in mathematics and a minor in 
chemistry — and a 4.0 grade-point average. 
    She continued her studies at MSU, completing her student teaching in 1999 and a Master of Arts in Teaching and Curriculum in 
2002. Now she is attending Lansing Community College and studying accounting to use as a second career when she retires from 
teaching.

    Avis was hired in the fall of 2001 to teach high school math, which included precalculus, consumer math and geometry. This year, she has taken on teaching four 
sections of eighth-grade math and one section of calculus to 12th-graders at Stockbridge Junior/Senior High. She is also the Mathematics Department chairman, which 
requires her to keep up on innovative ideas for the math teachers at SHS.
    Avis married Andrew Avis, of Fowlerville, Mich., in 2005. They have two children, 
both attending Smith Elementary School in Stockbridge. Alexander, 8, a second-
grader and Rachel, 7, a first-grader.
    The idea that teaching was her calling developed back in her middle-school days, 
she said.
Classmates encouraged her by saying, “when you explain it, it’s so easy for me to 
understand.”
    Now, at the same school, she works with a dedicated staff that puts in long hours 
“to inspire and prepare this community’s youth.”
    She also sees numerous times that her students learn from each other in the 
classroom. 
    “In my day-to-day teaching, what makes my heart swell with happiness is seeing 
students helping one another to understand difficult mathematical concepts,” she 
said.
    As a teacher, Avis enjoys finding out about her students’ lives after high school. 
    “I am proud to hear about and see their accomplishments on Facebook, whether those 
successes be in academia, business, military, a trade or raising a family,” she said.
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Train now for the Be Fit 5k Fun Run
    by Erin Clifton
    At the time of this printing, hopefully the snow will have melted, and we will be well on our way into spring. At Positively Chiropractic that means we 
have running on the brain. Well, maybe not so much running, but planning for our 3rd annual Be Fit 5k Fun Run.
    Exercise is a huge component of health. Just 20 minutes of exercise a day is all it takes to experience some amazing health benefits. Moving our 
bodies has been shown to increase overall happiness levels and memory retention, and it decreases lifestyle diseases such as high cholesterol and heart 
disease. 
    Our Be Fit 5k Fun Run is an easy, flat course that starts on the Township Square, winds through the village streets and along nature trails. A 5k 
translates into 3.1 miles. Last year, we had 148 participants walking, jogging, running and volunteering during our Be Fit 5k Fun Run. This year, join us on 
Father’s Day weekend, June 16 at 8 a.m., to run or walk the race. DJ Phatboy will be on site, providing dance-worthy jams before the race begins, and as 
you cross the finish line. 
    The Lions Club will be serving water and refreshments post-race to help all recover. Some new features this year include USAT certification of the 
course. That means it’s an exact 3.1-mile course and nationally certified. Also, this year for the first time, we will have digital chip-timing of the race. 
Participants will wear a small band (usually around the ankle) that will give everyone a precise finish time of the race with results posted within minutes. 
    If training for a 5k sounds daunting, try the Couch to 5k program. No worries if you’ve missed the first couple of weeks, you’ll be able to catch up in 
no time. If you are looking for a healthy, fun event suitable for all ages, then hurry and reserve your spot. Right now you can save $5 per entry. Early 
registration is $15 through May 19 and can be found at www.positivelychiropractic.com or fill out the insert found in this edition. Save money on entry-fees 
by referring and sharing the event on Facebook. Directions are given during the registration process. 
    Register early and guarantee yourself a fun shirt. Past themes include, “No matter how slow you go, you’re still lapping everyone on the couch” and 
“Cardio?! I thought you said Party Yo’!”  This year is no exception, given our love of a good pun, we’ve decided on “Run Like the Winded.” Only 6 large 
sponsor spots remain, which include a business logo on the back of our awesome shirts, which we see all over town. Contact Positively Chiropractic for 
more details. 

PASTORS & YOUTH PASTORS
YOUTH LEADERS

GENERAL PUBLIC
MIRACLE MEETINGS

Thursday, May 10th  
9:30 am - 2:45 pm

Friday, May 11th • 6:30 pm
Saturday, May 12th 

4:00 pm - Property Opens 
6:30 pm - Meeting Begins

For information, to view the itinerary and  
RSVP to either event, go to www.echo.love/events.   
RSVP is required by Monday, May 7th to attend.

517-565-3330 • Info@echo.love    
4612 Parman Rd., Stockbridge, MI 49285

  LOCATION!
  FREE EVENTS!!
  DAYS IN MAY!!!

1
2
3

We are very excited to invite  
Pastor Mark Hemans from 

New Zealand.  
Join us for 2 nights of  

preaching, worship, recreation, 
prayer and impartation!

Enjoy lunch, a zip line ride, 
mountain bikes and nature 
trails at our high adventure 

event center.  
 

Pastors - come be refreshed! 

The day includes 2 dynamic speakers,  
Pastor Rick Webb & Pastor Mark Hemans

Pastor Rick Webb Pastor Mark Hemans

Shelby Hall - Top ten GPA Kali Roskowski - Top ten GPA

Seniors from page 15

    Public Comment Ostrander requested getting a satisfactory notice of compliance for property owners who 
complied with the blight letter. CLOSED SESSION-Discussion of Legal Opinion of the Village Attorney MOTION by 
Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to go into closed session at 8:01pm to discuss a legal opinion by 
Village Attorney, John Gormely. AYES: Cattell, Harden, Valdez-Weaks, Mullins, Howlett, Hollenbeck NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Duwig MOTION PASSED  MOTION by Howlett, SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to go open 
back into regular session of the Council Meeting at 8:23pm. Motion Carried Unanimously MOTION by Howlett, 
SUPPORTED by Harden, APPROVED to authorize Village Attorney, John Gormley to execute the items as 

Village from page 6

discussed in closed session. Motion Carried Unanimously
    Council Member Comments
    Attorney Comments None
    ADJOURNMENT MOTION by Cattell, SUPPORTED by Harden, 
APPROVED to adjourn the Council Meeting at 8:24pm.  

                               
Respectfully submitted.

Debbie Nogle,
Village Clerk



22 Stockbridge Community News May 2018

    by Patrice Johnson
    The stakes of the bloody Civil War couldn’t have been higher. If the Confederates won, the 
nation would be rift in two, and the Confederacy, founded on slavery, would emerge as a separate 
nation. If the Union Army prevailed, the economic foundation of the plantation-based South would 
be destroyed. Brothers were fighting brothers, and one of every four young men who trooped off 
to war died. Grave sites dotted the countryside, and before the war would finally grind to a close, 
approximately 620,000 soldiers would lay dead from combat, accident, starvation, and disease. 
    According to the Historical Society of Michigan and its Michigan History Magazine, “Ella and 
Josephine May were in the thick of it. The girls—ages 8 and 13—were moving through enemy 
territory with Michigan’s Second Infantry Regiment. Their father, Franklin, was the regiment’s 
chaplain. As an officer, he was allowed to bring his family along. 
    Ella, Josephine, and their mother, Maria, had followed the chaplain from their home in Kalamazoo 
to Virginia. In Alexandria, Maria, who served as an unofficial nurse to the regiment, smuggled badly 
wounded Union soldiers into the city’s hospital for treatment. For her efforts, she was called “an 
angel of mercy from God.” 
    THE DECORATION BEGINS
    On April 13, 1862, the one-year anniversary of the start of the war, the Mays were billeted in 
Arlington Heights, Virginia. Ella and Josephine walked around the grounds of a large estate—likely 
owned by Confederate General-in-Chief Robert E. Lee—and gathered wildflowers. With their hands 
full of blossoms, they came upon a grave of a soldier who died in a battle nearby. The girls placed 
flowers on top of it to honor the man who gave his life to save the Union. 
    On their way home, they picked more flowers and put them on all the graves they could find. 
When they told their mother, she decided to join them. 
    The next day, the Mays and friend Sarah Nicholas Evans covered 13 graves—both Union and 
Confederate—with flowers.
    THE PRACTICE IS REPEATED
    In 1863, two years into the war and again on April 13, they did the same thing, and the year after 
that, too. As the war slogged into its third year, they visited Fredericksburg and other battlegrounds 
in Virginia. People began to talk about what the family was doing and emulated their actions. Soon 
the idea of honoring fallen warriors spread to other states. There was no shortage of graves, and the 
war labored on.
    The girls didn’t get a chance to lay flowers on the fourth anniversary of the war’s beginning 
because Lee surrendered his troops several days before. Michigan’s Second Infantry Regiment had 
participated in the campaign that brought victory to the Union Army. 
    By summer 1865, the regiment was mustered out of service, permitting the May family to return 
to Kalamazoo. Franklin May went back to his work as a Methodist minister, and Maria and their 
daughters settled into the lives they had led before the war took them away. 
    As the years passed, Ella finished school and Josephine developed her homemaking skills. Out 
East, though, where their father had served, the girls’ practice of decorating graves continued and to 
grow. 
    Congress made Decoration Day a federal holiday in 1888. Because of this law and the kindness 
of two young girls from Michigan, we now observe a single holiday—renamed “Memorial Day”—
across the nation. 
    Adapted from “Memorial Day: How it all began,” Jackson Citizen Patriot, May 24, 2015, as excerpted from the Historical Society of 
Michigan, nonprofit publisher of Michigan History magazine. 

Information from local Families
    Thank you to the families of deceased veterans who submitted background information 
about their loved ones for this Memorial Day edition. Below are details:
    Anderson, Robert Donald. Oct. 16, 1926 to Mar. 16, 2011. Served in Navy, Army, and Air Force, 
totalling 24 yrs. of service. Participated in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam conflicts.   
    Beihn, Maurice John. Died in October 1967 Served in U.S. Marine Coprs from 1967 to 1967 
during Vietnam war. He had a passion for the people he served as well as the people he served 
with.              
    Donohue, John Martin. Aug. 4, 1950 to Sept. 16, 1968. Served in Vietnam. Advance combat 
training, jungle warfare, helicopter 2nd amphibious training. Honors: Honor platoon #341 of the third 
Battalion Marine Corps, Purple Heart, Republic of Vietnam Service Medal and Battle Star, National 
Defense Service Medal, Military Merit Medal, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Marksman Medal.
    Fletcher, Carl Berlin. Jul. 4, 1931 to Dec. 26, 2016. Served in the Korean War 23rd Infantry. 
Awarded the Korean War service medal with three bronze stars and the combat infantry badge. He 
was a light truck driver and fought in the Battle of Chipyong-ni.
    Hamlin, Jack Wayne. Oct. 13, 1950 to Dec. 18, 2015. Served in the Army in Vietnam. Received 
the Army commendation medal for meritorious achievement and the air medal for more than 25 
aerial missions over hostile territory.
    Laws, Richard Allyn. May 1, 1923 to Sept. 21, 2016. Served in the Pacific theater as a 
paratrooper. Rank: Staff Sergeant. Awarded Bronze Star and Purple heart.
    Loso, James. Feb. 29, 1944 to June 10, 1967. Army. PFC. Died while serving in Vietnam conflict. 

Casualty Long An Province, South Vietnam. 
    Marshall, Arnold. Korea - Army 1950-1955
    Marshall, David. June 11, 1937 to Aug. 10, 1963. Korea - SP5 
Army
    Marshall, Edward. Feb. 23, 1934 to Mar. 7, 2009. Korea - CPL 
U.S. Army
    Ruggles, Charles A. Nov. 4, 1989 to Dec. 12, 1970. WWI - 
PFC Medical Department
    Salyer, Charles Edgar. July 15, 1925 to Feb. 2, 1987. 
Gunner’s Mate Third Class. Served in US Navy Sept. 22, 1943 to 
March 14, 1946 during WW2. Was present at Normandy Beach 
invasion. Received Asiatic Pacific Medal, American Area Medal, 
Victory Medal.
    Sebold, Ralph Harry. Nov. 1923 to Jan. 1, 1971. Master 
Sergeant in WWII. Served in the European theater. Drove a 
jeep for Colonel Sperry. After a friend gave Sebold a photograph 
of dead concentration camp bodies piled high at Mauthausen, 
Germany, Sebold wrote, “One can hardly believe that people 
could become so inhumane.” 
    Smith, Michael Loren. Nov 11, 1965 to Jan. 28, 2010. Served 
in WWII in the Army from 1984-1988. He went to 101st airborne. 
Smith was also a mechanic sent to Korea to guard the DMZ zone 
and a guard at the Seoul Olympics in 1988. 
    Teachout, Ralph J. Nov. 7, 1923 to Dec. 26, 1998. WWII - 
Army - South Pacific.
    Weddon, Edward R., M.D. Feb. 12, 1924 to June 9, 2009. 
During WWII, Medical Corpsman Weddon served in the third 
army with General Patton and was awarded the Bronze Star for 
heroism after giving aid to a wounded U.S. soldier while under fire 
by German machine guns. Weddon was also awarded five battle 
stars for his service during major battles in Normandy, North 
France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe.
    Wireman, James Henry (Henry James). September 9, 1936 
to December 31, 2010. Served in the United States Navy during 
Peacetime Service. Traveled across the world during service 
including being stationed in Japan.
    Wisman, Douglas Dempsey. Apr. 19, 1918 to June 9, 2002. 
Served in WWII as Sergeant in the 8th Army Air Force, radio 
operator with the 44th Bombardment Group, B-24 heavy bombers 
stationed at Shipdham Air base, England throughout the war. 

Honoring deceased former 
members of Mackinder-
Glenn Post 510
    At one time, the following veterans were members of the Mackinder-Glenn Post 
510 and are interred here in Stockbridge or at other cemeteries. 
CARL ALLEN 
KENNETH E. AMMERMAN 
WALTER R BARBOUR  
MICHAEL BASNAW 
HOWARD J. BERRY 
WALLACE BISHOP 
CHARLOTTE CAMPBELL 
CLETE CARLTON 
ROBERT H. COLE 
JACK COLLINS 
LOREN COLLINS 
MAXINE COLLINS 
PAUL COLLINS 
TERRY COOK 
EDWIN J. CORSER 
DONOVAN G. CRONKHITE 
JOHN DANCER 
ALFRED J. DAVIS  
CLIFFORD C. DENSMORE 
DAVID DUNLAP 
LARRY D. EARL  
BRUCE ECCLETON 
JOHN L. ECCLETON 
ROBERT C.. ERHART  
MILTON FANGLER 

WILLIAM C. FINK 
ROBERT FRINKEL 
REX D. GLYNN JR.  
HERBERT GROSVENOR 
RUSSELL D. HARTSUFF  
JOEL HAYNES  
RICHARD HEINZ 
LEN HENSCHEL 
LLOYD JR. HODGES 
RICHARD HOWLETT 
WILLIAM HOWLETT 
EDWARD A. HOWLETT  
JERRY JACOBS 
NORM JACOBS 
VICTOR JURKEN 
GRAHAM KILGORE 
ROBERT (COKE) KOCH 
ANDREW KOLEVAR
ROBERT LEATHERBERRY
J.R. LEWIS
CHESTER A. LIMING
LLOYD L. LOBER 
HAROLD W. LUDTKE
LEVI LUDTKE
RICHARD E. MACKINDER

Honoring our veterans
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CLARENCE E. MARSHALL
RAYMOND MARZ
LLOYD MAY
PAT McDONALD
HAROLD McQUILLIAN
EARL MOORE
RAYMOND E. MORGAN
DONALD MORSE
FRED E. NELSON
CLIFFORD OAKLEY
LLOYD A. OLSON
DOUGLAS ORTON
RICHARD PARKER
SPENCER E. PICKNEY
MERTON PRESCOTT
ROBERT PRICE
DAVID E. POWERS
CHARLIE PURDY
JOE PURDY
WILLIAM G. PYPER
THOMAS G. QUINN 
GEORGE ROB
RUSSELL H. ROBERTS
JOSEPH P ROBINSON JR 
TONY ROBU
ROBERT EARL ROSE
CHARLES E. SMITH JR
EUGENE J. SQUIRE
CARL H. ST CLAIR
FRED STAFFORD
DAVID STOFFER
ROLAND STOUFER
FRANK STRZALKA
JENESS TEACHOUT
JOHN WARD
CURT WHITE
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD
EZRA ZUMBRUM
WORLD WAR I
PATRICK ADAMS
HUBERT A. BEARS
THOMAS J. CAIN
ROY CLARK
JAY COBB
D. C. CRANSTON
JOSHEPH L. CRIBLEY
ALVA CRONKHITE
GUY D. CULVER
PAUL C. DANCER
ROBERT D. DANCER
EVERT O. DEAN
VIRGIL M. DEAN
FRANK FELTON
WALTER FRANKLIN
JAY GLENN
DANIEL GREEN
ARLO R. HALE
JAMES HOLT
THOMAS E. HOWARD
LESEL INGELS
WILLIAM H. JENISON
FRED JOHNSTON
ANARD GORDEN KEEPER
CLARENCE E. MARSHALL
CLAUD J. MARSHALL
ROY McCLINCHEY
ROY McCLOUD
HARLEY M. MILLER
FRED R. MOFFAT
LAWRENCE OWENS
ORRIN B. POWELL

ORSON B. RAMSDELL
LAWRENCE RICHMOND
LESLIE M. RICHMOND
MANLEY C. ROE
FRANK H. SCHWARZ
CLYDE SIBLEY
CLARENCE SPANBURG
FRED STAFFORD
DANIEL H. STEFFEY
FRED STEPHENS
FRANK TASSONE
LACY WATSON
WILBER WESTFALL
HERBERT E. WHITTUM
WORLD WAR II
ROBERT ADAMS
RALPH ANDERSON
OWEN W. ARMSTRONG
HAROLD ARNETT
WILBERT ARNEY
HOWARD E. ASHMORE
ELWIN D. ASQUITH
REX ASQUITH
CARLISLE A. ATKINSON
WENDELL A. BARBER
WALTER BARBOUR
TROY BARKER
ERWIN C. BARTH
ELWIN BERRY
ROBERT K. BERRY
CALVIN BORING
CLIFTON H. BOLLMAN
JAMES H. BROGAN
NEIL BROWN
ROBERT J. CAMP
HOWARD CASE
WILLIAM D. CASKEY
CECIL CAUDILL
DONALD COAKLEY
HAROLD COAKLEY
FRANCES K. COBB
ROLAND COBB
CLARENCE COLE SR.
DAVE COLLINS
LOREN H. COLLINS
PHYLLIS L. COLLINS
THOMAS M. COLLINS
JAMES COOK
MAX L.V. COOL
ORAL CORSON
FLOYD COSGRAY
DEWEY CRAFT
GUY K. CULVER
EDWARD CURRY
RODERICK D. DeCOSTE
WILLIAM D. DeFORGE
GARNET DIXON
TALMADGE N. DYER
LESLIE DONALD EATON
RICHARD G. FALLS
GUY C. FINCH
CHARLES FLANNERY
DUANE FORD
LYLE C. FRINKLE
MARVIN FRINKLE
PAUL FRINKLE SR.
ALBERT J. GEBAUER
EDWARD M. GILLMORE
LAWRENCE J. GORTON
EUGENE GRAMA
VIXCON L. GREEN

EDWIN GULICH
TROY HAMLIN
ORVILLE HANEY
HENRY B. HARPER
FORREST DEKE HARTLEY
RUSSELL HARTSUFF
HAROLD HAYWOOD JR.
JAMES W. HERNDEN
WILLIAM B. HERRING
CHESTER HOLT JR.
LUTHER HORN
WILLIAM T. HORN
CLIFFORD HOWLETT
RICHARD HOWLETT
ROBERT HOWLETT
ALLEN D. HOWORTH
BERLIN HUGHES
FRANK IACHINI
WALTER JOHNSTON
ROBERT L. KENNEDY
FREDERICK W. KERR
FREDRICK P. KESTER
GERARD ROBERT KOTHE
ROBERT G. KRUMMREY
MILFORD J. KUNZELMAN
RICHARD LANGHAM
ELMER LEHMAN
CHARLES A. LILLY
ANDY LINDBERG
ROBERT J. MACKINDER
RONALD K. MACKINDER
EARL MARSHALL
H. EDGAR MARSHALL
JOE MASON
HAROLD L. MAYER
ALBERT J. McCONEGHEY
PAT McDONALD
KARL MEAD
WILLIAM G. MEYER
ROBERT L. MILLER
EDWIN MINIX
RALEIGH MINIX
ROY MINIX
KENNETH G. MOECKEL
BRIAN MULLINS
ALVIN (BUD) MYER
ALLEN A. NAGLEY
GILBERT A. NEILL
JOHN I NICHOL
KENNETH OSBORN
JACK W. OSTRANDER
AUSTIN J. OTIS
DANIEL W. OWENS
JACK PELTON
MERRILL J. PIERCE
ELMER POE
HOWARD POMERENKI
ROBERT POWELL
RICHARD PRICE
ROBERT G. PRICE
MYREL RICHARDSON
PAUL E. RICHMOND
WAYNE RIGGS
WM. ROBINSON
ROBERT J. SCHMIDT
HENRY SCHREER
GEORGE S. SHANKS
HENRY SHELLENBARGER
HAROLD SHOUSE
FERRIS SMITH
LEON SMITH

REEVE S. SMITH
HAROLD J. SPRINGMAN
MAYNARD O. STANFIELD
EDWIN PAUL STEPHENS
MARVIN D. STEPHENS
WILLARD JAMES STEPHENS
EDWIN J. STOHL
R.C. STOWE
FRED STREETS
HAROLD EUGENE STREETS
HENRY THELAN
CHARLES A. THOMPSON
ROLLAND R. TOWNSEND
DALE M. TRAPP
WARDIE TRUSTY
HARRY WATTERS
EDWARD WEDDON. M.D.
CHARLES D. WELTON
CLEDYS WHITAKER
CURTIS W. WHITE
GERALD J. WILLIAMS
HOWARD H. WILSON
ROBERT WOODMAN
JAMES WRIGHT
JOHN ALEX YOEMAN
THOMAS R. ZICK
KOREAN WAR
GARLAND ALLEN
JOHN W. ALLEN
DANIEL BALDWIN
BOB ORVILLE BASORE
DONALD D. BASORE
JERRY BEAUCHAMP
ADELBERT BOTT
DELOIS T. BOTT
DUANE BOTT
ARCHIE J. CARSKADON
HOWARD CASE
THOMAS CAVENDER
WILLIAM JOHN CULVER
ARTHUR L. EVERTS
ALFRED FLETCHER
CARL FLETCHER
GARLAND FLETCHER
GERALD G. FLETCHER
JAMES FLETCHER
HOWARD FRINKLE
ROBERT GLADSTONE
EUGENE A GREEN
SAMUEL J. HARPER
GEORGE THOMAS KELLEY
HAROLD G. LEWIS
LLOYD LOBER
RICHARD J. MACKNIK
DAVID MARSHALL
ROBERT MARSHALL
RALPH MARZ
JAMES J. McFARLAND
ROBERT D. MILLARD
LARREY NIEL MILLS
ROLAND M. MINIX
WAYNE PENIX
WM. REYNOLDS
N.H. ROWE
CLAYTON SALYER
ELMER SCHULTE
FLOYD (IKE) WARD
RALPH WATSON
JAMES J. WIEGAND
ODUS H. WILLIAMS
VIETNAM WAR

JERRY ASQUITH
DENNIS BARBER
RAYMOND BESSEY
ARNOLD CARPENTER
RICHARD COBB
JOHN DONOHUE
EDWARD B. FURTNEY
JACK HAMLIN
GERALD HOPKINS
JAMES HENSLEY HORN
KENNETH E. JOSEPH
RICHARD LANTIS
DANIEL McCONEGHY
ROBERT L. MILLER
ROBERT H. MITTEER III
RONNIE PATRICK
CHARLES R. PHELPHS JR.
WALTER PRATER
THOMAS QUINN
HUGH ROBERTS
DALE W. ROWE
DONALD L. RUNCIMAN
MICHAEL L. SALOW
ROBERT N. SCHROEDER
MARK SPANBURG
EDWIN WATSON
JOHN H. WARDEL
GULF WAR
GREGORY STULL
PEACETIME SERVICE
DALE BAILEY
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AN APPRECIATION TO 
OUR FALLEN VETS

Honoring our veterans
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    Think you know the area? Here’s 
your chance to prove it. Each month, 
SCN photographer Rose Collison is 
providing a photo of a mystery location 
within the Stockbridge School District. 
Names of readers who correctly 
identify the subject of the photo will be 
entered into a drawing, and one overall 
winner will be selected to receive a 
$20 cash prize. 

Announcing: April’s ‘Where’s Waldo’ 
mystery location

    Thank you to an anonymous donor for contributing this prize. 
Congratulations to last month’s winner Wade Pregitzer, for 
correctly identifying the building. Wade Pregitzer’s name was 
drawn at random from other correct entries.
    To participate, enter your best guess as to the subject of the 
photo and its location along with your name, address and phone 
number. Email Rose at stockbridgecommunitynews@gmail.com 
or snail mail Stockbridge Community News (c/o Rose), P.O. Box 
83, Gregory, MI 48137. Entries must be dated or postmarked no 
later than May 5.

Recognize the subject of this picture and where 
it’s located? Enter to win $20 cash. Photo credit 
Rose Collison

    
    Thank you to the anonymous 
contributor for sponsoring this 
month’s contest, and Good Luck!
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Your Varsity Coat Headquarters 
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Did you know?

to help get this problem resolved, and is happy with the cooperation of 
the residents. He will continue to work with individuals until everyone is in 
compliance with the ordinance. 
    The Village Council is hoping residents will take advantage of the enormous 
dumpsters available during spring cleanup (the weekend of April 28) and rid 
their yards of accumulated junk. Junk will be next on the blight agenda after the 
vehicle problem has been resolved.   
    After receiving the necessary funding, the Stockbridge trails Steering 
Committee met with the DNR to discuss the next steps in the Lakeland trail 
improvements. The committee is now ready to put the construction project up 
for bid. A timeline has not been established for construction, but we are hopeful 
the project can be completed soon. 
    Our entire community will be impacted by this trail improvement. Starting 
in Unadilla Township through Stockbridge and continuing on to Henrietta 
Township, the Trail has been cut back drastically to make way for the coming 
construction. The Trail is very rough in spots now, especially near Munith, but 
will be a wonderful addition once completed. 
    Please be assured that we will do our best to accommodate not only walkers, 
but also people riding bikes and horses. Even though we are excited to offer 
1 mile of asphalt paving in the Village of Stockbridge (skaters will love that 
addition), there will also be a natural path alongside for horses.     Molly Howlett, a founding director of Stockbridge Community News, serves on the Village Council, Township 
Planning Commission, 5 Healthy Towns, and Parks & Recreation boards. An active Lioness, she taught English 
and Spanish at Stockbridge High School for many years before retiring in 2004.

    by Molly Howlett
    Following up on the blight issue regarding 
unlicensed vehicles around the Village of Stockbridge, 
Fred Cattell reports that about two-thirds of the 
vehicles have been removed.
    Fred has stressed the willingness of the Village 

Molly Howlett inspects 
Lakeland Trail clearing and 
repairs east of Dutton Road. 
Photo credit Patrice Johnson


