
 

 

Johnson Tree Board 
May 4, 2021  
Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting took place at the Arboretum, 
beginning at 6:00, adjourning at 8:05, following Knotweed removal 
 
Attending: Sue Lovering, Lois Frey, Dorcas Jones, Noel Dodge, Kim Dunkley, Rob Maynard, 
Brian Vandorn, Louise Von Weise, Jess Zehngut 
 
With regards to the knotweed between the arboretum and the Perkins property, rototilling was 
deemed unsuitable, so Kim will reach out to a fire department connection to inquire about 
burning.  
 

Arboretum Opening Party 
 
Carrie Watson says that Laraway would be happy to make and contribute cookies for the event. 
They have two grades of students who would like to attend the party but Laraway feels that 
covid is still too risky for them to join in. They requested that a JTB member assist them with 
planting trees in a separate session before Arbor Day, but that was not something the board felt 
it has time to do this year. Maybe next. 
 
Lois brought up the idea of an annual newsletter. Topics including a list of donors, possible 
trees for next year’s planting, and issuing gift certificates were considered. 
 
Other potential guests: 
 
Lois will contact 4H and Kim will reach out to the Boy Scouts. Noel posted an announcement on 
FPF. Jess contacted the Morristown Conservation Commission and Peter Danforth of LCCD, 
and will contact News and Citizen. Placing an announcement on the school district's Facebook 
page was discussed.  
 
Pre-party tasks: 
 
Sue will laminate the map of the arboretum for the kiosk, and she and Lois have obtained 
backing for the corkboard. Sue ordered a banner, and Jess ordered the permanent sign for 
Pearl Street from Great Big Graphics. 
 
There was discussion about whether to paint paths or mow, assuming the town would not mow 
for a couple of weeks.  
 
Sue will go to the nursery in Bristol to select trees for planting that day.  Kim mentioned that 
forestry schools may have leftover seedlings that they could give to the arboretum. A gentleman 
in Wolcott may also be a potential source.  
 
Rob will bring stakes to display 8.5 x11 inch pictures of the trees that Noel will bring, and Sue 
has some as well. Sue will bring name tags for tree board members. We’ll need a sign up sheet 
for Friends of the Arboretum. Roles and benefits for this group were discussed. 
 



 

 

Day of Activities: 
 Kim gathered acorns to bring and let kids plant. They can take them home or plant along the 

river near the bat house.  
 Scavenger Hunt 
 Arbor Day coloring sheets to take home 
 Tree planting 
 Eating cookies :) 

 
Submitted by Jess Zenghut, Secretary. 
 


