
 

 

Johnson Tree Board, 3/10/21 Meeting via Zoom 
 
Meeting opened at 6:30 and adjourned at 8:23 
 
Attendance: Sue Lovering, Dorcas Jones, Brian Vandorn, Jacob Vandorn, Noel Dodge, Lois 
Frey, Louise von Weise, Jess Zehngut, Guest: Kim Dunkley 
 
The 11/20 minutes were approved.  
 
Shade Tree Preservation Plan 
Sue explained that the state will choose 10 towns to participate in the writing of Shade Tree 
Preservation Plans to synthesize into one statewide plan. This plan can restore some of the 
power that recent changes by the state took away from tree wardens, as well as create other 
regulations toward tree preservation. We applied and Johnson has been chosen as one of the 
participants. We will form a committee to review a draft plan written by Joanne Garten and make 
recommendations. The required number and composition of members was discussed. Sue said 
that the committee has received a formal letter of support from the Selectboard. Kim, Lois, Noel 
(as tree warden), Louise, and Dorcas all volunteered to be on the committee. Kim asked about 
time commitment and Sue explained that the process will take about a year, including two 
committee meetings and an informational meeting for the public.  
Noel clarified some of the language in the draft, and a discussion ensued concerning how trees 
to be included in the plan would be identified, and who would maintain them. Sue will get in 
touch with Joanne to set dates. We’re still looking for committee members.  
 
2021-22 Budget 
We have $1400 for FY 21/22, so we can plant 3-4 more trees, with signage and fencing.  
 
Officers 
Jess and Brian were approved as secretary and treasurer, respectively.  
 
UCF Tree Steward Award 
Sue suggested we nominate the JTB for our creation of the Arboretum. Lois says she’ll fill out 
the form.  
 
Arboretum Update and Opening/Arbor Day celebration 
Sue is eager to celebrate the opening of the Arboretum as soon as covid restrictions allow it. 
Kim said that there are current restrictions and vaccinations will be a determining factor as well. 
Jacob suggested coming up with a summary of plans for the event in order to get a yay or nay 
from the town. Jess suggested some town activities that could be done by individuals and 
families in order to spread awareness and gain enthusiasm around Arbor Day, like a town tree 
‘scavenger hunt.’ Louise suggested a tree-inspired art or poetry activity, and Lois mentioned use 
of the municipal kiosk to display. Kim mentioned that the library has art materials available for 
kids who are in need, and Sue suggested seeing if the library would take the lead on the project 
since the JTB already has a full plate. Kim will reach out. 
 
The final paperwork for the grant is due June 1, so ideally there would be an event by the end of 
May so that photos can be included.  
What activities could we include in a celebration? Louise suggested a Maypole and Kim gave 
ideas for how that could be done. A table for kids to help with decoration could be set up. Lois 



 

 

will look into the cost of a banner to hang across Pearl Street. We’ll brainstorm other non-
balloon party starters. The celebration will be open to the public, with specific invitees as well.  
Sue asked about ideas for people who are good fundraisers and mentioned a GoFundMe.  
Kim asked about specific tree species we’d like and explained that the UVM Forestry research 
department may have extras to donate. She’ll look at Sue’s list and reach out to them.  
 
SATURDAY, MAY 22 was chosen for the Arboretum opening celebration.  
 
Signage 
The selectboard still hasn’t discussed signage for the arboretum. The village says we can’t use 
the phone pole where the Duba Field sign is. Bill Perkins’s as well as Joe Celerno and Kathy 
Black’s properties were mentioned as possible sites. For the opening day event, Jacob 
suggested setting something up in the middle of the road, fire department-style. Noel says we 
can ask the town.  
 
Knotweed 
Jacob looked into methods of Knotweed containment/removal. We decided in the fall to do it this 
spring through mowing and burning. Will set a date at a later time.  
 
Village Tree Maintenance 
Noel said we should trim trees before leafout. We’ll meet at noon on Tuesday, March 30, for that 
work session. 
 
Adjourned at 8:23 
Submitted by Jess Zenghut, Secretary 
 


