
 

JOHNSON SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 

JOHNSON MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2020 
 

Present:  
Selectboard Members: Mike Dunham, Nat Kinney, Doug Molde, Kyle Nuse, Eric Osgood 

Others: Brian Story, Rosemary Audibert, Lisa Crews, Scott Meyer, Kim Dunkley, Cal Stanton, 

Jane Nuse, Brynn Nuse, Mark Lehouillier, Jackie Stanton, Sophia Berard, Joie Lehouillier, Rick 

Aupperlee, Lynda Hill, Charles Gallanter, Eben Patch, Lois Frey, Rob Rodriguez, Bobbi 

Rooney, Brian Raulinaitis 

 

Note:  All votes taken are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

1. Call to Order 

Eric called the meeting to order at 7:01. 

2. Additions, Changes to Agenda 

Brian added an update from our attorney about the request to move a cemetery Stone. 

 

Eric said Friday night there will be a Zoom broadcast to update the community on where we 

are with some COVID-19 measures, what the Rec Committee is up to, etc. 

 

Eric said Sue Lovering’s column this week had a very complimentary note for Gordy and 

Eric. He feels that this board has been able to tackle issues due to leadership of the whole 

board and he thinks the comment should go to the board as a whole. 

3. Executive Session to Interview Public Works Operator Candidates 

Nat moved to enter executive session to interview public works candidates as allowed by 

1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(3), Mike seconded, the motion was passed and the board entered 

executive session at 7:04. The board came out of executive session at 7:55.  

 

Mike moved to hire Mark Lehouillier to fill the operator position for the public works 

department after completion of the normal hiring procedures for new employees, Nat 

seconded and the motion was passed. 

4. Review and Approve Minutes of Meetings Past 

Doug said he had not seen the minutes for October 19, so it was agreed to vote on those at a 

future meeting. 

 

Mike moved and Doug seconded to approve the minutes of September 8, 2020 with the 

changes that were sent out today, the minutes of September 21, 2020 and the minutes of 

October 14, 2020. The motion was passed. 

5. Treasurer’s Report / Review and Approve Bills, Warrants, Licenses / Any Action Items 

Rosemary said we have received over 1100 absentee ballots. She is expecting maybe 300-

400 people to vote in person. We have plenty of workers during the day and to count ballots. 

In 2016 almost 1400 people voted. About 2,000 ballots were mailed out. Rosemary is 

expecting quite a few new registrations. 

 

Kyle asked about safety rules at the polls, for instance around people showing up without 

masks. Rosemary said those without masks will be asked to vote curbside. Kyle asked if they 
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will be stopped at the door before they get upstairs. Rosemary said there is a sign saying 

masks are required and if they get upstairs they will be asked to go downstairs. Mike said 

there is a pile of masks in the lobby. Kyle asked, what if someone refuses? Rosemary said 

they will be told to go downstairs and she will bring them a ballot. Rosemary said there is 

plenty of hand sanitizer. For those doing the intake checklist, there will be plexiglass, face 

shields, masks and gloves. People are asked to bring their own pens and there will be a cup of 

pens at the intake checklist that can be dropped off at the exit checklist and then washed 

down. 

6. Planning Commission Report 

Charlie Gallanter said the Planning Commission has been looking at Class 4 roads. They read 

the letter from the selectboard and they are going through the checklist of four or five items 

in that letter. Other than answering those specific questions, what else is the selectboard 

looking for them to do? 

 

Doug asked if the LCPC survey got to the Planning Commission. Charlie said yes. Doug 

asked if that indicates the Class 4 roads that are not hydrologically connected. Charlie asked, 

how is that relevant? Doug said hydrologically connected roads are the ones we will be under 

a burden to maintain. He doesn't think the standards are applicable for the others. Brian 

agreed that is correct. 

 

Charlie asked what the selectboard would like the Planning Commission to do with roads that 

are not hydrologically connected. Doug said the board would like a recommendation as to 

whether the burden the state would place means we should address hydrologically connected 

roads differently and whether if there is no additional burden for non hydrologically 

connected roads we should leave them as is. 

 

Charlie said the Planning Commission went up Basin Road and came to the conclusion that it 

cannot be reasonably maintained. A lot of it is a ditch with high banks on either side. They 

would suggest converting it to a trail. Is that meeting the selectboard’s requirements?  

 

Doug said he is very interested in what the Planning Commission sees the condition as and 

whether the Planning Commission thinks we should consider the condition and not see the 

question of whether the road is hydrologically connected as dominant. Charlie said the 

Planning Commission looked at the utility of the roads as opposed to the state telling us what 

we had to do with them. Doug said the state isn't presently telling us what to do if it is 

determined that the road is not hydrologically connected 

 

Kyle said she remembers that the selectboard specifically gave direction to look at the 

hydrologically connected piece because that is what was missing before. Charlie said 

Planning Commission members are not engineers. Brian said Rob Moore is available to help 

them with that data. Charlie said roads have other uses besides whether they are 

hydrologically connected. The Planning Commission evaluated the importance to the 

community of the roads. Nat said the selectboard was pretty specific on directing the 

Planning Commission to consider hydrologically connected status. It wasn't ambiguous. 
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Kim Dunkley said she wanted to clarify what is defined as hydrologically connected. Brian 

said we are using the state standard, which is based on distance to a water feature. Kim said 

the Planning Commission discuss that there are some roads that, even if they are affected by 

water, there is no solution to it. Basin Road and Sinclair Road are both examples. It would 

cost the town a lot of money to fix them. Charlie said he thinks Prospect Rock Road, not 

Sinclair Road, is an example. Kim said she feels Sinclair Road is similar to Basin Road. 

Charlie and Kim agreed that it is the section of Sinclair above Rocky Road that would be 

similar. Charlie said they didn't look at that one. 

 

Doug said he thought it was understood that LCPC had mapped the non hydrologically 

connected roads and that information was going to be provided. Charlie said the Planning 

Commission has that report.  

 

Doug said he doesn't know why we would turn non hydrologically connected roads into trails 

when we have no obligation to do anything to them. Charlie said the Planning Commission 

felt a Class 4 road should be passable. If it is not and it cannot economically be made 

passable, why call it a road and not a trail? Kim said she understood that on roads that were 

not turned into trails the town had to maintain bridges and culverts. Doug said he thinks that 

is correct. Charlie agreed. Charlie said the Planning Commission’s thought was that if they 

recommended converting a road to a trail and there were bridges and culverts on that road, 

the town would continue to maintain the bridges and culverts on the trail. 

 

Mike said the main impetus of this was to save the town money. He was under the 

assumption that we were trying to change as many Class 4 roads to trails as possible to 

reduce maintenance and cost to the town. Kim said her take was that cost could also be 

addressed by having a policy that helps landowners maintain roads. If there is a solid 

maintenance schedule where things are maintained so there are not issues with erosion and 

runoff, that can reduce cost. Mike agreed. 

 

Doug said where we save money is with hydrologically connected roads. If the road is not 

hydrologically connected, there are no savings by turning it into a trail, especially if we are 

going to maintain bridges and culverts. He thinks changing roads to trails will not be as likely 

to save the rights of way and allow them to be rehabilitated down the road. It is giving up on 

our future. Charlie asked, you want to keep things the way they are? Doug said if the state 

hadn't passed this rule requiring us to deal with hydrologically connected roads he still thinks 

we would want to look at Class 4 roads, but he thinks we would look at them differently. 

 

Kim said the places where the Planning Commission recommended turning Class 4 roads 

into trails were places where either the trails would be kept as publicly viable passageways 

because they were used or where they won't be because they are not used. She doesn't think 

there are ones that are needed as roads or for accessing someone's property by vehicle. 

 

Doug said he thought the mark was missed substantially in the Planning Commission's first 

report. Kim asked, in what way? Doug said he would have to review the report. He thought 

the board redirected the Planning Commission to check the hydrologically connected status 

of roads because that is where the money is. We have a long-standing policy of trying to 
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maintain rights of way and not abandon them or change classification. He sees this as a 

wholesale rewriting of our roads policy. He didn't see anything related to natural areas or 

large blocks of timber. Charlie said the Planning Commission will address that.  

 

Charlie said the Planning Commission tried to not only look at the cost of complying with 

regulations on hydrologically connected roads but to balance that with the obligation to 

property owners. 

 

Kim said current policy hasn't allowed landowners to maintain their roads. There are hoops 

they have to jump through to do maintenance. She feels the policy the Planning Commission 

put forward gave landowners more ability to help maintain their roads. 

 

Doug said homeowners on a Class 4 road can have difficulty obtaining mortgages. We don't 

want to make that more difficult. He thinks a good policy that allows landowners to maintain 

roads is necessary, but he sees that as separate from the classification question. Charlie said 

it's not. Other road classes are maintained by the town and Class 4 roads are not. Doug said 

he doesn't think Class 4 roads should be converted to trails without a clear policy that 

landowners can show to a mortgage holder to indicate that access is provided. Charlie said 

that is what the Planning Commission did in the February draft. Doug said he thought that 

provided access for existing people and not others down the road. Charlie said that is correct 

Eric said he recalls there were some recommendations to increase town maintenance on some 

Class 4 roads. Charlie said that is correct. The Planning Commission talked about changing 

some roads to trails at the last driveway. Doug is talking about future driveways and they 

didn't consider that. They wanted to make as many roads as possible into trails to save the 

town money. 

 

Doug said Eric had questioned giving up our right of way where a road goes through a state 

forest. Charlie said the Planning Commission has reconsidered throwing up a portion of the 

road that is on state property and they no longer want to do that. 

 

Kyle suggested the Planning Commission provide more regular updates. Charlie said they 

will appear if they are put on the agenda. Eric said probably the whole board needs to review 

the original recommendation from the Planning Commission. Mike said he appreciates all the 

hard work the Planning Commission has been doing. Eric asked Brian to share the Planning 

Commission’s proposal from February with the whole board. 

 

Nat said Diana Osborn sent in some good detailed feedback that the selectboard asked the 

Planning Commission to look at. Charlie said he made copies for all members and they will 

discuss it. He doesn't know if all have seen it yet. 

 

Charlie said the Planning Commission would like to suggest that part of one Class 4 road be 

upgraded to Class 3 and that the town should consider reclassifying several Class 3 roads that 

are really just driveways to Class 4. Two are off Foote Brook Road and 1 is off Plot Road. 

One of the landowners wants the road reclassified from Class 3 to Class 4 and one of the 

others does not. 
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Kim said Planning Commission meetings are open. She invited anyone who has ideas to 

come to their meetings and help give input or guidance. Charlie noted that the Planning 

Commission has been meeting in person. Kim said they have been having socially distanced 

outside meetings. 

 

Doug asked if Charlie could summarize the changes the Planning Commission is making that 

are not in their February draft. Charlie said he will send Brian an email on that. 

 

Charlie said one thing that is coming up for the Planning Commission is Act 250 revisions. 

The state is unaware that most of our designated downtown floods. He thinks we should also 

be thinking about retail marijuana. It seems that the Planning Commission is a natural place 

to start the discussion of siting. 

 

Charlie said as he understands it the current policy for posting warnings for Planning 

Commission meetings is that the town will print a warning and post it at the municipal 

building but a committee member has to post it at the post office. That creates another point 

of contact with social distancing and it is a lot of trouble. Village and town employees go to 

the post office daily. He doesn't think it would be burdensome for them to post one more 

notice there. Brian said Charlie is correct on current policy. Town employees post notices at 

the municipal building and online and that is all. In addition to that a warning needs to be 

posted at least at the bulletin board at Sterling Market. We do have town employees going to 

the post office pretty much daily. If the Planning Commission is going to ask that that duty 

be taken over by town employees he would recommend it be done with the caveat that the 

agenda has to be received before 11:00, when someone usually goes to the post office. Eric 

said it seems reasonable for town employees to agree to do the posting as long as the agenda 

is received before 11:00.  

 

Nat said Charlie makes a great point about marijuana retail sales. If that happens in Johnson 

we should do it with some deliberate intention instead of just letting it happen to us. Mike 

asked, the town will have the ability to opt in or out, right? Eric said he doesn't recall how the 

legislation ended up. Charlie said he believes it is opt-in. 

 

Brian asked if the first Monday of the month works well for Charlie to give a Planning 

Commission report. Charlie said yes. Brian said we can plan on that.  

7. Update on Road Marking 

Brian said the state contracts with L&D Safety Marking to paint center and fog lines. Last 

Thursday morning L&D Safety Marking made a decision to paint in Johnson, Cambridge, 

Hyde Park, and Waterville as they did not think the rain storm would come this far north. As 

soon as the rain came, the paint all washed out. He found out which company was 

responsible and started working on mitigation efforts. Eventually sand was put on the roads 

to soak up the paint. A lot washed into catch basins and waterways. He has been coordinating 

with the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation and their water quality 

resource expert who is pursuing action with L&D Safety Marking for river contamination. 

L&D has agreed they are going to reimburse for damages. They are reimbursing the town for 

our time to help spread sand. Thursday night and Friday morning they cleaned out catch 

basins for the village stormwater system and cleaned up all the sand and paint they could. 
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Reports for issues like paint on cars or properties should be made to Clint Relation at L&D. 

Brian doesn't think any attempt will be made to paint again for the remainder of the fall. But 

they make those calls without local consultation. 

 

Nat said it seems like even if it had gone well, painting roads on the last day of October is 

foolish. The paint will only get scraped off by snow plows in the winter. He doesn't know if 

we can have any influence on getting it done earlier in the year. Brian said we will speak to 

VTrans about it. He agrees it would have been a poor use of resources even if it went well. 

Nat thanked Brian for being on top of the situation. 

8. Discuss Option of Updating townofjohnson.com Website 

Brian said he had sent out a link to an example created by Grant Harper of a website design 

we could pursue for the Town of Johnson. Brian got some feedback and sent it on to Grant 

but asked him not to make any updates until the board gives feedback on whether we are 

interested in putting money into having him update the website. If we are interested it would 

cost about $1,200 for a new website of a similar size to the one we have now 

 

Kyle said she wasn't impressed with the example she saw. She thinks our current website is 

functioning better than what she saw. She definitely thinks we need to upgrade our website 

but she is not convinced Grant is the person for the job. It needs attention to detail and 

aesthetic eye. She feels if we are going to spend the money to redo the website it should be 

really sharp and show our best self. She asked if Brian knows what program Grant was using. 

Brian said he believes Grant was using WordPress. Mike and Nat agreed that the current 

website needs improvement. 

 

Brian asked if the town should spend money on this. We would also need to consult with the 

village as they share the website and pay a share of the hosting cost. Kyle said she thinks it is 

money well spent if we are getting the results we want. Does Grant have examples of 

finished work he has done? Brian said he did the Johnson Historical Society website. He can 

get a couple more examples from him. Eric asked if anyone knows of anyone else who does 

this kind of work. Kyle said she doesn't know anyone who has done a municipal website 

Brian said we hired Grant for website maintenance. He could also be our designer or we 

could hire someone else. Eric asked Brian to send out examples of sites Grant has done. 

 

Doug said he wonders if VLCT has any suggestions. Brian said he is sure we could ask them 

for an assessment of whether we are meeting our legal obligations but he thinks they would 

avoid telling us whether we had a good website. Doug said maybe they could tell us which 

communities have good websites. Brian said he could ask on the municipal mailing list who 

is happy with their website. After the work Grant has done, our site should now be loading 

much faster and it seems like it is. Brian said he will gather more information and look into 

finding other comparable websites. Kyle talked about how much time goes into making a 

good website. Nat said that worries him because we are behind on so many projects 

9. Relocation of Ice Rink to Old Mill Park 

Brian said the last location for the ice rink was Legion Field. That location is not going to be 

available to us while we are sharing that space with the elementary school. The school would 

like to leave up the snow fence during the winter that cuts through where the ice rink has 

been located. One possible location for the ice rink is Old Mill Park. We have been plowing 
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access for snowmobiles there. It will possibly be easier to provide snow clearing with heavy 

equipment at Old Mill Park than at Legion Field where we have to be careful about Travis 

Hill’s water line which froze one year. The idea of putting the ice rink at the village green 

had been discussed but there is not great access or much room and the village is working on 

other projects for that area. His recommendation is to try to put it at Old Mill Park. A 

downside is that we have benefited greatly by having Brian Raulinaitis and others located 

nearby doing maintenance. If we are using heavier equipment for maintenance we probably 

won't be able to use boards on the border or we will have to be more careful with that. He has 

been led to understand that the fire department is interested in assisting by providing water to 

the Old Mill Park location. 

 

Kyle asked what the agreement is that we have with the school. Brian said it is a little 

informal. They did not have enough outdoor space to provide recess area with distancing for 

all students and we agreed that they could use part of Legion Field so we roped it off. 

 

Lisa Crews said if we move the ice rink to Old Mill Park it would be a temporary move, 

hopefully just for this year. If the school needs space on Legion Field next fall hopefully we 

can come to better terms with them about having ice rink space available in the winter. She 

thinks it is nice to have the rink downtown. This is the start of a discussion about what to do 

if we really can't get the fence removed. 

 

Brian Raulinaitis said he thinks the ice rink is probably more important this year than any 

other year and accessibility to it and to water is very important. It takes a lot of water from 

the hydrant to maintain it. He doesn't see it working at old Mill Park without access to a 

hydrant. He doesn’t see it working out with one dump load a week. The rink doesn't need a 

lot of space on Legion Field. We could just move the fence 20 or 25 feet. 

 

Kyle said it seems like such a missed opportunity. Couldn't the school incorporate the ice 

rink into their activity? 

 

Lisa said the school seems really committed to keeping the space they are using as it is. It is 

not so much that they didn't want the trouble of moving the fence. It is that they want to keep 

using the space. The principal is currently out on a leave and so she has been talking to others 

and trying to get in touch with him directly. She is trying to see how much use that area will 

get once it is cold and see if it would make sense to move the fence a little and move it back 

as soon as possible in the spring. She wanted permission to use Old Mill Park so she can start 

on that right away if we don't get permission to use Legion Field. 

 

Mike said if the volunteers want the ice rink on Legion Field he thinks we should do 

everything possible to make that happen. The school doesn't dictate to us what to do, do 

they? Brian said no. Mike said we can make a decision on our own. We should leave the rink 

where it has always been. 

 

Doug said he is wondering how our COVID-19 committee would evaluate an outside skating 

rink and how much space it needs. The school can't tell us what to do but we should have in 

mind the importance of whatever program they have and what they need. If the school 
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actually needs the space he thinks we should move the rink. If they don't need the space and 

it can work out with COVID-19 protocols then Legion Field is the ideal space. 

 

Kyle said she thinks we should try to work together with the school as much as we can but 

she is thinking about the community’s needs as a whole in terms of outdoor recreation. She 

thinks skating might be one of the safest activities. She is feeling pretty strongly that we need 

to make this happen in a space accessible to the community and volunteers. If we can do that 

and it doesn't impede what the school needs to do, then that is great. 

 

Nat said what Brian Raulinaitis did last year was fantastic. He doesn't want to upset that. He 

also wants to be aware that the school is under a lot of pressure and we need to accommodate 

that as well. He has a hard time believing they will need that whole park or will even have 

access to it. He thinks we should push them harder on trying to come up with a compromise. 

Mark Nielsen has been really responsive and helpful in the past in coming to agreement with 

the community about things like this. He thinks the ice rink should be at Legion Field. 

 

Brian Raulinaitis said he would be happy to put stakes in the ground so people at the school 

can see where the rink will go. Lisa said with COVID in mind we might try to increase the 

rink dimensions compared to last year. 

 

Sophia Berard said currently the fence is in a straight line. Couldn't it bump out to 

accommodate the ice rink and then be extended more toward the sidewalk to make up for 

that? It's a huge chunk of property and there is more space beyond the fence that could be 

used.  

 

It was agreed that Lisa should check in with the school and let them know the board would 

like to be able to use Legion Field for the rink. 

10. Lamoille County Planning Commission and Transportation Advisory Committee 

Appointments 

Mike moved to reappoint Duncan Hastings to the Lamoille County Planning 

Commission and to reappoint Brian Story to the Transportation Advisory Committee. 
Brian said he recommends waiting to appoint an alternate to the TAC until we get a new 

public works supervisor. Kyle seconded and the motion was passed. 

11. VAST Access Request 

Brian said VAST is requesting access to the same roads and municipal properties they have 

requested access to for the last several years.  

 

Mike moved to approve the request from VAST for access to roads and municipal 

properties. 

 

Bobbi Rooney said Sterling Snow Riders just fixed a bridge in the town forest and she is 

asking if Brian or Eric can sign off on a bridge agreement with VAST.  

 

Kyle seconded.  
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Eric asked for clarification on what needs a signature. Bobbi said there was a bridge in a wet 

area next to what was Mark Cattelona’s camp that had rotted. The snowmobile club got a 

grant to re-deck it. The work was completed this past weekend. She is wondering if someone 

will sign off on it. Eric said the town is not the landowner there. He thinks the village owns 

land there but the town doesn't. Scott said Mark Cattelona’s camp was apparently on village 

property. He is not sure how far out the village property goes beyond that. He is not sure if 

the property line goes as far as the bridge. He suggested she check with Meredith and Brian 

to see who actually owns the property  

 

Nat asked if the snowmobile club is planning on grooming the perimeter trail at Old Mill 

Park this year. Bobbi said they would be happy to do that. She doesn't think they did it last 

year. Rob Rodriguez said he thinks in the past the club has groomed the walking path around 

the park but now there are gates by the playground that don't allow them to access it. To get 

access they have to have the gate open when they need to go through or they need to have a 

key or the gate needs to stay opened all the time. Brian said he thinks probably we can 

arrange to have someone from public works or Lisa open the gates. Rob said the only 

problem is that they typically groom after dark. They may be grooming at midnight or 4:00 

in the morning. Lisa said she thinks it would be reasonable for them to have a key to the gate. 

Eric asked if there is a reason the gate couldn't be left open during the winter season. Nat 

suggested that Lisa, Brian and the snowmobile club can work that out. 

 

The motion was passed. 

 

Nat moved and Kyle seconded to authorize Eric or Brian to sign the bridge agreement 

with VAST if the newly repaired bridge is on town property. The motion was passed. 

12. Lamoille FiberNet CUD Feasibility Study Presentation Invitation 

Brian said Lamoille FiberNet will receive the presentation of a feasibility study they 

commissioned on November 4 and everyone is invited to attend the presentation.  

13. Update on Cemetery Stone Request 

Brian said we got a message today from our attorney with the advice we sought about the 

headstone a family is asking to remove. There is no statute or case law that provides a 

definitive answer on headstone ownership and control. So we don't know whether the 

headstone is ours or theirs. Our attorney said there is reasonable basis to treat a headstone as 

personal property and therefore subject to control by the heirs of the person who purchased it. 

He feels we can proceed with allowing them to remove it. His advice is to do what we can to 

obtain proof that the deceased passed away in Maine and is interred there and that relocation 

of the headstone is consistent with the wishes of the deceased and the heirs. We should try to 

get an affidavit from the family stating that the deceased is in Maine and not here in Johnson. 

There is a question of what to do with the plot. The family has suggested they might be 

willing to donate it to a needy person on our recommendation. What is our comfort level with 

giving that plot away? We don't have proof that no one is interred there.  

 

Kyle said she thought Duncan Hastings had told us there is a way to tell. Brian said we could 

peel back the sod and have a reasonable determination whether the soil was disturbed. It is a 

lot easier to tell with a casket burial than with a burial of ashes.  
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Mike said he thinks the affidavits will cover us for any liability.  

 

Doug asked if the person who made the request is the sole heir. Brian said no, there is a 

grandson and a brother. Doug asked how many kids the deceased had. Brian said he believes 

two. Doug asked if both are alive. Brian said yes. Doug said he thinks we should treat this 

like a probate matter. We should get an affidavit from everyone who is a direct line 

descendant. We don't need to go to the grandchildren but we shouldn't accept an affidavit 

from just one child.  

 

Mike said giving that plot to the town should be part of it. Eric said that can be a request but 

we can't require it. 

 

Doug asked, the person died in Maine? Brian said it appears so. Doug asked, did the state 

probate it? Brian said it doesn't appear so. Doug said in Vermont real property can be 

conveyed by the heirs subject to debt by the state. He doesn't know the rule in Maine. How 

long ago did the person die? Brian said quite a while ago. Doug said if they have the same 

rules in Maine and it is outside the statute of limitations the heirs can convey the property.  

 

In response to a question about the death certificate, Brian said they have been unable to 

provide it to us. Doug and Mike agreed that we want a death certificate. Nat asked why. Eric 

said it proves she is dead and her heirs have legal authority to move the stone. Brian said it 

just proves she is dead. Nat said her daughter is telling us she is dead. Do we really think she 

is trying to play games with her living mother? Scott Meyer said a death certificate has 

sensitive information such as social security number and cause of death, which is a medical 

privacy issue. That information would have to be secured if the town is asking for it. Mike 

said that information can be blacked out.  

 

Nat said he thinks we should just have the heirs sign an affidavit. Brian said the attorney's 

recommendation is that what would be sufficient would be an affidavit from each heir stating 

that the two of them are the sole heirs and we have their permission to move the stone. Nat 

said if it was his parent he would have moved the stone on his own. He thinks the affidavit is 

all we need. Doug said the heirs might provide details like where she died, of what and at 

what hospital. That information can often be verified. Mike said he thinks we need a death 

certificate before we go any further. Eric said he thinks he is hearing that the board wants a 

death certificate and an affidavit. 

14. MVP: 2021 Premium Rates 

Brian said we got a letter with the MVP premium rates for 2021. He can provide copies of 

the rates to everyone. We usually base our decisions on Blue Cross Blue Shield rates. 

15. Letter: Sandy Ellow 

Sandy Ellow sent a letter to the town commenting that Plot Road needs to be repaved. It was 

a target for paving this summer. We had applied for a Class 3 paving grant. But due to the 

state's COVID-19 and budgetary issues, approval got delayed. The most recent update is that 

VTrans has decided to suspend paving grants for the time being, but they did award us a little 

more than our typical state contribution for road maintenance, so we do have a little more 

money even though we didn't receive the grants. Brian feels that in the spring we will be able 

to do the paving we wanted to do next, which is Plot road and he thinks Ober Hill Road. If 
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we have to pick only one, Plot Road would be his priority. Sandy also mentioned in her letter 

some recent work done near a house on Plot Road. They crossed the road with a couple of 

culverts that we had anticipated paving over. We may have to fill that area in the meantime. 

Kyle said there are some huge ruts on Plot Road. 

16. Executive Session to Discuss Employee Compensation as Allowed by 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(3) 

Nat moved to enter executive session to discuss employee compensation as allowed by 1 

V.S.A. § 313(a)(3), Mike seconded, the motion was passed and the board entered 

executive session at 9:47. The board came out of executive session at 10:06.  

 

Mike moved to give Jason Whitehill an extra stipend of $100 a week while he is acting 

public works supervisor, Kyle seconded and the motion was passed. 

17. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:07. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Donna Griffiths  


