
JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 9, 2019 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Denise Krause, Hillary Emick 
Absent: Noel Dodge, Jackie Stanton, Eric Nuse, Laura Branca 
Guests: Kelly Vandorn, Jacob Vandorn 
Additions to agenda: Beard’s Recreation steps, exploration of storage opportunities 
 
The December minutes were approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
  We’re on record as having spent $580 in the last year, which means some folks haven’t 
submitted bills for reimbursement.  
  Pertaining to what’s in the future (see below), figure out the expenses a project will require so 
it can be accounted for in the budget. 
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 
  Things are coming together: Lois has an applicant letter and policy and procedures guidelines. 
Eric drew up a draft of Reserve Fund utilization, which Lois provided to us so we can work with 
it individually. Lois handed out copies of an online survey, which we changed in these ways: 

 Hillary will write an additional item, Carbon Sequestration, that the fund might be used 
to protect 

 The question regarding household income will be struck 
 Rather than “would you be willing to see your property tax increase”, we’ll ask “would 

you be willing to support .5 or 1 cent on the dollar” 
 How can we get the survey to every Johnson household?  Dean will set up a Survey Monkey 
before Town Meeting and advertise it on Front Porch Forum. As well, he’ll redesign the format 
with check boxes. It can be sent as a fold-and-mail insert in the News and Citizen, we can 
display it and hand it out at Town Meeting, it can be left at the Library, Municipal Building, and 
at local businesses. Sue will look into the cost of inserting it in the paper and of having the post 
office do it. 
  Questions that need to be answered: How can we educate people about the long term value 
of conservation? We can start with a March Gladness program and Town Meeting display. And 
what should be a minimum balance? We can research how much other towns maintain. 
 
REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT RIDGELINES 
  Lamoille County Planning Commission has asked for suggestions of ridgelines other than those 
already designated that might be considered for protection against wind towers. At this time 
there’s nothing we can do as a group and had no suggestions for ridgelines. 
 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
  It’ll have to be at the next meeting when Noel is present. 
 
MARCH GLADNESS 
  It’s looming on the horizon and the dates are March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, though we may not 
do the last one. Dean will talk about bears and their encounters with people on the 3rd and he 
already has a terrific display. Sue will do wildflowers on the 24th. Denise will look into someone 



who can talk about plant awareness and consciousness, perhaps from UVM. Lois will make a 
call to a UVM acquaintance. We need to come up with one outdoors Gladness. Noel and Eric 
should weigh in on what they might do, too. 
  We’ll pursue the possibility of moving the talks to the Municipal Building or Lowe Lecture Hall, 
since space is limited in the Library. How to black out the windows is a potential problem.  
 
McCUIN ISLAND 
  Noah Pollack advised that a Vermont Watershed Grant would help fund a natural resource 
survey on  the island. Lois let him know that we have it covered with Noel and Eric Sorenson 
but that any information is always appreciated. 
 
TOWN MEETING 
  It’s on March 5 and Sue will do a display around the Conservation Reserve Fund. We’ll 
distribute survey forms in the hall outside the polling room. 
 
WHAT’S IN THE FUTURE? 
  Each of us will come up with a future project they want to do, either by themselves or with 
others, and figure out what the expenses will be. They’re to be presented at the February 
meeting. 
 
BEARD’S RECREATION STEPS 
  Noah Pollack suggested that it would be feasible to install steps or a benched ramp on the first 
incline from the Beard’s parking area, since it’s difficult to walk there. No mention was made of 
who would do the work or pay for it. 
 
STORAGE 
  Dean thinks we ought to buy a storage shed in which to keep equipment that could be set up 
on timbers on town property. We’ll follow up at a later date. 
 
MISC: 

 Milkweed is toxic to goats. Who knew? 
 Dean expresses relief that saving cats isn’t included in the CRF survey. Hmph. Must be 

HE isn’t a starving kitty-cat. 
 Lamoille County Planning Commission’s Peter Danforth will attend the February meeting 

to talk about stormwater runoff. 
   
TO-DO LIST 

 Hillary will write up Carbon Sequestration for the survey and get it to Lois within the 
week. 

 Sue will research costs of inserting the survey into the News and Citizen. 
 Dean will set up the Survey Monkey and advertise it. 
 Sue will do a display for Town Meeting Day. 

 
Adjourned at 8:50. 
The next meeting is on Tuesday, February 12, at 6:45 at the Library. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 


