
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 14, 2020 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Jared Jasinski, Denise Krause 
Absent: Jackie Stanton, Noel Dodge, Eric Nuse 
Guests: Jacob Vandorn, Kelly Vandorn, Rick Dyer, Carrie Watson, Doug Molde 
 
Carrie Watson was introduced as a person with a compatible background who is considering 
joining the board.  
 
COUNTY FORESTER RICK DYER 
  The management plans for 140 acre Gomo, 185 acre Talc, and 25 acre Prindle are all older 
than ten years and should be updated. The 50 acre Reservoir property, owned by the village, 
should have a plan. He wants to do all three updates this year. Fortunately, the new plans will 
be of better quality, thanks to better technology, and will include covenants, easements, and 
restrictions. 
  We decided that Gomo should be kept wild.  
  We will be hands-on involved with Rick. 
  Rick will see if there’s any financial help available. 
 
 Rick suggests we do these:  

 Establish clear guidelines for what we want to accomplish. 
 Add more variable habitat. Perhaps stagger mowing from 3-5 years at Gomo. 
 Consider soil improvement. 
 Inventory and control invasives on all properties. 

 Asses and map existing trails and their conditions, concentrating on erosion control and 
water quality. 

 Be proactive on road costs and water quality in plan updates. 
 Get a map telling us where the streams are and where they go. 
 Inventory the forest types and resources. Use Arrowwood’s report and ANR maps. Rick 

will teach us how to use the equipment. 
 Identify students who might help, such as Chris Whitlock’s kids and the Green Mtn Tech 

Forestry students. 
   
Our winter/spring action plan: 

 Prioritize schedule. 
 With Rick, walk Gomo and Prindle, with pruning tools, before blackfly season. 
 Identify big old trees with fissures and hole that may help the Northern Long-Eared Bat, 

who is nearing extinction. 
   In time, we can use the improvements as a teaching tool to the public. 
 
BEE MYCELIUM 

  A note from your secretary: What the heck IS mycelium? Here’s what Wikipedia says: 
“Mycelium is the vegetative part of a fungus or fungus-like bacterial colony, consisting of a 
mass of branching, thread-like hyphae. A mycelium may be minute, forming a colony that is too 
small to see, or may grow to span thousands of acres as in Armillaria. … 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetative_reproduction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colony_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armillaria


 

 

Mycelia are vital in terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems for their role in the decomposition of 
plant material. They contribute to the organic fraction of soil, and their growth releases carbon 
dioxide back into the atmosphere … [they] increase the efficiency of water and nutrient 
absorption of most plants and confers resistance to some plant pathogens. Mycelium is an 
important food source for many soil invertebrates.” 

  On to Jared’s project. Mycelium has anti-fungal and anti-bacterial properties that have caused 
a 70% reduction in certain bee diseases. Research suggests installing bee mycelium feeders 
and cameras to record usage. Jared doesn’t yet know the feeder’s cost.  

  Feeders will be available to the public in August. 

 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

  No Noel, no CBC info. Next time. 

 

COMMUNITY VALUES PROJECT 

  No Eric, no Community Values. Ditto. 

 

MARCH GLADNESS 

  After 2 months of deliberation, Aaron Markus turned us down. Jared might do a presentation 
on bees and mycelium. For now, we have the Mushroom Guy, Brad Bordeaux, on March 8, Noel 
on I Naturalist and possibly Eric’s paddling friend, Dave Brown, leaving one more Sunday to nail 
down. 

 

JOHNSON ARBORETUM 

  It’s happening!! on the Duba Field and will break ground on Arbor Day. The CC gave it’s 
support for the long range and wonderful project, which will result in a closely planted, 
education oriented park with benches, bee feeders, bird houses, walking, swimming, and 
picnicking. Sue showed the map and proposed trails, and explained the Tree Board’s plan to 
design and plant native and exotic hardy trees and shrubs. The CC’s presence and help on 
Arbor Day will be much appreciated, as would some help along the way.  

   

 
  MISC:  

 For some reason, Carrie likes us. She wants to join up. 
 The VRC will put in a fishing access at Old Mill Park in June. Doug will remind Noah 

Pollock that they’re supposed to put in a handicapped access at Beard’s. 
 Doug Molde says that the Selectboard’s goal is to make money off the town properties. 

  A frightening 63% of deer ticks are infected with something nasty. 
  Mice populations proliferate significantly under bush honeysuckle and barberry. 
  An entity needs at least 1000 acres for a carbon sale to be effective. 
  What a great cookie buffet! We should have guests more often! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decomposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide


 

 

 
TO-DO LIST: 

 Eric will report on Community Values. 
 Noel will report on the CBC. 
 Jared will see if he’ll do March Gladness. 

 Eric will see if Dave Brown will talk paddling. 
 We’ll all come up with another March Gladness topic. 

 
Adjourned at 9:10 
The next meeting is on February 20, the third Thursday, at the Library at 6:45 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


