
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETINGMINUTES 
FEBRUARY 13, 2020 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Carrie Watson, Dean Locke, Noel Dodge, Eric Nuse, Denise 
Ashman, Jared Jasinski 
 
Absent: Jackie Stanton  
Guest: Mark Woodard 
 
WELCOME, CARRIE! 
  Carrie is our newest member. She’s new to Johnson, comes from Kentucky, and teaches at 
Laraway. Her background is in environmental studies and natural resources and has worked on 
conservation grants, making her tailor-made for the CC’s mission. Sadly, she has never had 
maple cream pie, a serious problem which we have already begun to rectify. 
 
MARCH GLADNESS 
  After a no vote to the suggestion that we hire the VT Institute of Natural Science for a raptor 
presentation, we set the final schedule at March 8: Brad Bordeaux the Mushroom Guy, March 
15: Noel talking about bats, March 22: Dave Brown on far north wilderness canoeing, and 
March 29: Noel explaining INaturalist and the swell wildlife to be found there. 
  Denise suggested having a game warden speaking about endangered animals another year. 
 
A LAND CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITY 
  Mark Woodward came to us with the news that the 11 acre piece of land at the corner of Clay 
Hill Rd. and Ben Ober Rd. is for sale for $130,000. It has long been thought a piece worth 
conservation for its woodcock population and its stargazing popularity. It is wet, has a lot of 
ledge, and is considered to be overpriced. It’s assessed at $96,000. Mark wants to save it and 
asks our support, which we enthusiastically gave. We were equally enthusiastic in asserting that 
we are not fundraisers. Fortunately, Mark is willing to take that on and to donate personally.  
  Mark will research and get back to us. 
 
TOWN MEETING PLANS 
Sue will create and set up displays for the CC and Tree Board on March 2nd at 6:00 in the JES 
gym. Dean will assist.  
 
Noel and Denise are up to be reappointed this year. 
 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
  Noel will have it out to us by the end of February. 
 
COMMUNITY VALUES PROJECT 
  Eric thinks he’ll talk to the school in April. 
 
KIOSK PLANS 
  Lois has spoken with Brian Raulinaitis, who will get back to her with plans. We decided to site 
the Gomo kiosk on the path at the top of the hill. 
 



 

 

RICK WHO? 
  Without notice to us, Rick Dyer has suddenly taken a new position and won’t be available for 
the hundred and one plans we put in place for the new management plans last month. Go 
figure. We’ll have to wait until a new county forester is named and then start the process over 
again. Meanwhile, we’ll still walk and mark the Gomo boundaries. 
 
BEARD’S RECREATION 
  Lois had positive response from Lydia Menendez about building the handicapped access trail 
at Beard’s, which will run from the parking lot to the picnic tables 
  Lois has heard from Hermit Woods Trailbuilders, who will assess the site in early March. 
 
McCUIN ISLAND 
  Noah Pollack is trying to get a date set in the spring with state botanist Bob Popp and 
Kimberley Jensen to do a comprehensive evaluation of the island’s plants.  
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND FUNDING IDEAS 
  Dean suggested holding a raffle at Tuesday Night Live for the prints. They should be 
appraised before a sale. He will reach out to some art expert friends to get a value on them. 
 
SHOULD THE JCC GET AN EXTRACTIGATOR? 
  Sue suggested that the CC split the cost of the Big Daddy Extractigator ($258.) with the Tree 
Board, since both groups can use it to facilitate honeysuckle removal. There was discussion but 
no decision. 
 
GOMO BOUNDARY WALK 
  We’ll begin it on Sunday, March 1, and see how much we can get done. Hopefully we can find 
barbed wire, stone wall, and blazed boundaries. We can flag it now and return to paint it when 
it’s warmer. Meet at Noel’s to carpool between 9-9:30 and bring lunch. 
     
 
MISC: 

 Noel will include plastic bat poop in his MG presentation. Cool. 
 Lots of goldfinch and jays have been spotted at feeders lately. Where were they on 

Count day? 

 We should bring back our knotweed poster. 
 Best practice for bush honeysuckle management: directly after cutting, paint the stump 

with off-the-shelf Roundup. 

 The Paddler’s will do a Riverfest at Moog’s in June.  
 
TO DO LIST: 

 Dean will ask his art expert acquaintances about the value of the Audubon prints. 
 Sue will get the knotweed poster printed before spring. 

 
Adjourned at 8:53. 
Next meeting is on March 12, 2020 at the Library at 6:30. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


