
JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES  
FEBRUARY, 2019 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Dean Locke, Eric Nuse, Jackie Stanton 
Absent Hillary Emick, Laura Branca 
Guests: Kelly Vandorn, Jacob Vandorn 
The January minutes were approved. 
Added to the agenda: discussion of the Conservation Reserve Fund 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
  The town will put $250 into the Conservation Reserve Fund, which sends a positive message 
about the town’s support. The money has been deducted from the CC’s budget, so we’ll mange 
with less next fiscal year. 
  On June 30, we’ll know what we have left in the bank. 
 
PETER DANFORTH VISITS 
  The Director of the Lamoille County Conservation District came to talk about an upcoming 
Stormwater Master Plan for Johnson, which is expected to be implemented in 2020-2021. After 
compiling and prioritizing problems, he’ll do an assessment and apply for a restoration grant. 
He’ll expect to use our volunteer effort as part of the grant match. 
  Mapping of Johnson’s stormwater problems was done in 2012. 
  In general, Peter has four categories that he prioritizes: to work with Conservation groups on 
anything to do with clean water, educational programs at the LCCD nature center, agricultural 
outreach; specifically to help farmers with nutrient management plans, and wildlife protection 
projects. He wants to grow the nature center and start a nursery for native plants, as well as 
continue with the annual tree and trout sales.  
  Peter is a good guy to know, as he finds money for projects. He offered help, too, to Sue’s 
request for help finding someone to treat the knotweed infestation at Beard’s.  
  Lois will send him all of our emails so he can send us updates and info on grants and projects. 
 
MARCH GLADNESS 
  Dean will do ‘Black Bears in Lamoille County’ on March 3 and will have handouts. It’ll concern 
living with bears and dispelling the myths. The 10th will be a talk on plant awareness, if we find 
a speaker. On the 24th, Sue will talk about spring wildflowers. Eric will do bones and skulls on 
the 31st. The 17th is still up in the air.  
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 
  Dean has finished a survey and set it up on Google Docs (whatever that is). He’ll put a direct 
link on FPF, the CC’s Facebook page, and on the town website. We’ll have paper copies on the 
table outside the polling room at Town Meeting and at the display table and Sue will publicize it 
in the paper. Nice job, Dean! 
  We discussed whether there should be a minimum balance in the Fund, since it’ll be mostly 
used for big projects. Everybody will read up on guidelines for the April meeting. Check out the 
AVCC listserve for information. 
 
TOWN MEETING 



  Sue will do the display, which will include pictures of the bat house project and the March 
Gladness schedule. Its main focus will be the CRF survey. 
 
BIRD COUNT 
  Nothing yet.  
 
INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS: WHADDYA WANNA DO? 

 Noel suggested we identify and prioritize wildlife connectivity in town so we can come 
up with a list of important pieces, especially north and south of town, to eventually 
conserve with the Fund. We can all do it with his maps.  

 Sue and Noel would like to work with the Tree Board to plant native species trees on 
McCuin’s Island to restore the floodplain forest there. We could team up with LCCD for 
it. 

 Eric thinks the town needs a separate outdoor recreation committee in which we would 
work with environmental education. 

 Denise would like to have a nature center. 
 Sue will work on the knotweed problem, EAB, and the wildflower/tree trail at Journey’s 

End. 
   
 
THE PATH AT BEARD’S 
  Noah Pollock thinks Lydia Menendez is writing a grant for a path and steps there and will need 
our volunteer help. He sent a picture of a serpentine gravel and stone sloping path that we feel 
is appropriate. It will be easier to negotiate than steps. It’ll cost around $1300. Lois will tell 
Noah to go ahead with the plan and make it as handicapped accessible as possible.  
 
 
MISC: 

 Laura Branca has stepped down, leaving an opening. We’ll need a new Green Up 
coordinator. Lois has told Brian Story that we don’t want to take the lead on Green Up 
but will work in a supportive capacity. 

 We were asked to participate in the Waste District’s upcoming ‘Demystifiying Waste’ 
program on March 18; we decided against it. Sue will attend. 

 Swell yumyums! It’s great to uphold standards, isn’t it? 
 
Adjourned at 8:45. 
The next meeting will be at the Library at 6:45 on Tuesday, March 12. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary.  


